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[The Holy Qur’an: al-Ma’ida: 8]

(O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just witnesses; and let

not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just:
that is nearer to piety; and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted

with what you do)
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Abstract

The study proceeds from a theoretical assumption, that opinion discourse during
wartime manipulates readers to respond in certain ways to the events of war and the
participants in conflicts. The freedom offered to opinion expression is sometimes
abusively exploited particularly when opposing perspectives exist and transpire in the
representation of a conflict and which are revealed by the comparative investigation
of the opinion discourse of the press of the cultures at war. Such disparity may
actually help in inferring the causes and implications of a particular conflict from the
common grounds observed between newspapers in representing such a conflict.

Therefore, contrary to conventional discourse analysis, this study examines
the discourse of opinion articles and editorials of Arabic and British newspapers by
applying a linguistically-oriented conceptual framework that uncovers the socio-
cultural aspects determining each culture's use of language in representing the latest
conflicts between the West and the Muslim-Arab worlds.

The framework of the study is set to be able to analyse the opinion discourse
of Arabic and British newspapers in their representation of the three consecutive
conflicts (in the early days of their outbreak): the attack on the World Trade Centre in
the US (September 11, 2001), the war on Afghanistan (October 07, 2001) and the war
on Iraq (March 20, 2003) and through which the sides in the conflict are
incongruently portrayed. The opinion discourse of British and Arabic newspapers
following such conflicts was characterised by exhibiting powerful linguistic
techniques which are employed to represent the authors' viewpoint and arguments
more effectively. These techniques are envisaged in the employment of: a rhetorical
structure; lexical selectivity and a strategy of enforcement all of which contribute
powerfully to manipulative message conveyance. The comparative approach to
opinion discourse of Arabic and British newspapers is the centre of discussion.

The study reveals historical and religious connections to the current struggles
between the West and the Muslim world as it reveals the deeply-rooted 1deologies of
each culture which are manifested in the emphasis of Our good and Their bad actions
and the mitigation of Our bad and Their good attributes that are spontaneously
transmitted via the culturally-driven opinion discourse. Disparity in the manner of
presenting viewpoints relating to the conflicts and its sides was observed among the
newspapers within a single culture as well as similarity was detected across the

cultures in question. The reference to the good aspects of the other side is, in some
cases, marginally detected which reflects the severe tension in the relationship

between the West and Islam.
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Glossary of Terms and Conventions

Cognitive
The bridge between the mental states of text readers and the social interaction in a
given context.

Coherence
A condition of meaningfulness within a given text which defines its unity that is

manifested in the semantic linkage between the various propositions in the text.

Context
The circumstantial reality in which language is used and which greatly determines
the accurate interpretation of opinion discourse.

Discourse
Evidence, in the form of words, phrases and sentences, of an attempt to

communicate a particular message that is produced by its author to his/her
recipient(s).

Ideology

The social representation of shared fundamental beliefs and ideas relating to one

or more aspect(s) of social reality and regarded as absolute by the specific group
adhering to such norms of beliefs and ideas.

In-group
Polarisation of the newspaper's cultural community with shared social beliefs and
values while out-opting any other group with distinct social beliefs and values

(Arab-Muslim vs. Western); and such polarisatoin defines Us (as well as Our
(group), We and Self) as belonging to such group.

Interpropositional relations
The coherence relation between propositions and/or group of propositions that are
expressed explicitly or implicitly by clauses or larger portions of a given text.

Macrostructure
The semantic component embedded within a proposition in relation to the context

of the discourse.

Out-group
Polarisation of any group sharing the same social beliefs and values that are
distinct from the newspaper cultural community's social beliefs and values; such
polarisation defines Them (as well as Their (group), They, and Other) as

belonging to such group.
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Persuasion
In the context of this study, persuasion is regarded as the writer's skill of the

ability to manipulate and convince readers of a particular point of view which can
be highly achieved by the use of rhetoric.

Presuppositions
Propositions that are implied within other propositions to suggest that they are
previously known or presupposed. Sometimes, presuppositions which embody
opinions may be intentionally used to introduce other propositions which may be
totally false.

Proposition
The meaningful aspect of a given declarative grammatical statement which
reflects a specific state of affair.



Chapter (1)

Introduction

1.1 Context and problem of the Study

No other topic would have inspired this study as much as September 11 of
2001 has. The researcher however, was taken by the mere logic of it rather than by
sensation. More precisely, as the attacks on the World Trade Centre in New York in
the United States of America took place causing the loss of around three thousand
innocent lives, it was followed by the immediate condemnation of a Muslim-Arab
group, by the name al-Qaeda, to have carried out the assault. The assault was
reported to have been planned and managed by a Muslim Arab, Osama Bin Laden,
renowned for his revulsion against the foreign policies of the US in the Muslim
world. The overwhelming worldwide media attention and coverage of such an event
defined not only the relationship between the Muslim world and the West but also
the new facet in modern journalistic practices. World media, in general, and English
and Arabic media in specific, extensively commented on the political implications of
the attack on the US, the analysis of which newspapers had a remarkable share. The
overpowering media reaction escalated with the US' declaration of its war plans
which was widened and politically tagged as a worldwide 'war on terror' of which
the US took charge. The subsequent political engagements continued to be the

preoccupation of world media particularly in the Arab and Western cultures.

Relentlessly, as part of tracking down the Muslim group said to be
responsible for the attack on New York, the US demanded worldwide support and
rather, co-operation in an alliance forming the 'war on terror’ intended to detect and
abolish any threats to the Western world. Subsequently, the first episode of the 'war
on terror' (October 07 of 2001) was inaction in the Muslim country Afghanistan, the
government of which provided shelter for the al-Qaeda group. Despite the

devastating impact of the military strikes carried out in the country and the capture



of a large number of the al-Qaeda group followed by their imprisonment in
Guantanamo Bay', the US was still unsatisfied with the results in such a stage of the
conflict in Afghanistan, particularly after the failure in capturing the principal figure,
i.e. Bin Laden. As such, following the 'war on terror' scenario, the US engaged in
proposals implying possible military action against Iraq, the Muslim-Arab country,
claiming its government's possession of weapons of mass destruction.. Unable to
prove such claims, yet, the US insistently launched such military strikes despite the
worldwide demonstrations objecting to such an action, a development to which
Arabic and British newspapers reacted, at some point, rather contrastingly. To gain
credence for such a long-prepared-for military action, the US sought alliance, a

request for which was declined by the United Nations and all world countries apart

from Britain, Italy and Spain.

Britain continued to be the sincerest ally of the US since the declaration of its
'war on terror', and fully supported the plans to attack Iraq in the name of ridding its
government of the destructive weapons, the possession of which is yet to be proven.
The political complications and developments of events were reflected in the Arabic
and Western newspapers, in an evocative manner similar to that of the television's
but with sole reliance on words. Therefore, the attempt to explore the discrepancies
between, or the approaches of the Muslim-Arab and Western cultures in relation to
the conflict was gladly diverted into a comparative investigation of Arabic and

British newspapers language in such critical environments.

1.2 Rationale of the study

The study examines the diverse, disparate and analogous viewpoints related

to the causes and implications of the conflicts in question as represented in the

' Guantanamo Bay detainment Camp where alleged prisoners of al-Qaeda are impnisoned by the US,
without trial and allegations of torture:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guantanamo_Bay_detainment_camp



opinion discourse of the Arabic and British cultures' newspapers. To perform such a

task, the study aims at:

1. Investigating the discourse of opinion articles and editorials of
newspapers of two different cultures with entirely different linguistic
backgrounds;

2. Examining whether the structure of the discourse in question features
any relevance to the semantic material of opinion discourse in
relation to the context of the study;

3. Examining the manner in which the conflicts in question between the
two cultures are viewed and represented in such a discourse;

4. Underlining the differences and/or similarities in viewpoints and
highlighting the grounds from which they arise;

5. Examining whether differences in viewpoints related to conflicts with
other cultures exist across a single culture; and also highlighting the
grounds from which they arise;

6. Investigating whether a particular utilisation of the language leads to
constructing stereotypical ideologies regarding any of the cultures
participating in any given conflict; and finally

7. Examining whether the opinion discourse, as an influential media
genre, of a particular culture 1s employed to provoking particular

sentiments during critical encounters with other cultures.

It is worth mentioning that the involvement of cultural factors in the representation
of viewpoints does essentially entail the engagement of the religious dynamics of
each culture's beliefs and values, although, sometimes, they may not be explicitly
articulated in the discourse. Yet such beliefs are manifested in the manner in which
attitudes and viewpoints are submitted that is determined by pragmatic implications
and which might be revealed as we approach opinion discourse through the aims
presented. Therefore, such aims trigger a number of research questions to be

addressed in the course of this study:



1) Whether the language of British and Arabic newspapers opinion discourse
represents the conflict between the West and Muslim-Arab worlds in a similar
manner? and if not;

2) How does such a discrepancy exist, in linguistic terms? and

3) Is there any role played by the history, culture, religion in any of the

cultures in the way messages are communicated?

1.3 Significance of the study

Answering the enquiries above from a semantic perspective is deemed vital
to the realisation of the powerful persuasion effect embodied within the discourse in
newspapers opinion and editorial sections. Investigating opinion discourse has not
been adequately studied and has perhaps been neglected despite its socio-cultural
power. And this is another unique aspect of the study in relation to such political
developments between the West and Muslim-Arab cultures. The significance also
lies in the representation of a conflict, i.e. 'war on terror’ within different political
settings, i.e. the USA (11/09/2001), Afghanistan (07/10/2001), and Iraq
(20/03/2003) during which the discourse is examined. No similar studies have been
conducted combining the above two approaches particularly within an Arabic and
British comparative environment which accounts for a further unique aspect of this

study.

1.4 Conceptual framework

The study employs a framework which seems to characterise opinion articles
and editorials of Arabic and British newspapers at the time of the conflict in which
their respective cultures are engaged, i.e. Arab-Islamic and Western cultures. Such a
framework is set to be able to examine the rhetorical manifestation and structure of
such articles, the selective use of lexical items, and finally the utilisation of certain

expressions which contribute to the persuasion effect of the article's message. These



linguistically oriented approaches are to be examined in respect to the rhetorical
representation embedded within such strategies. Combining the three different
elements above, in itself, enhances and maximises the utilisation of the framework,
which accounts for the uniqueness of this study. That is to say, examining key
semantic components such as lexicalisation and re-enforcement which are ingrained
within a coherently linked structure enables us to account for their interrelated
rhetorical function as the core of opinion columns and editorials (op-eds,

henceforth).

1.5 Scope and methodology

The discourse analysis carried out in this study, involves editorials and
opinion articles from three Arabic (al-dhram, al-Quds al-Arabi, and al-Sharq al-
Awsat) and three British (The Telegraph, The Independent, and The Times)
newspapers websites representing diverse accounts hence directed to diverse
audiences within each respective culture. In order to examine the impact and the
implications of each of the three political milieus introduced above as represented in

the newspapers' opinion discourse, opinion articles and editorials were gathered and

examined simultaneously within seven days duration from the outbreak of a given
conflict. The implication of the clashes was examined via the linguistic portrayal of
such a conflict and/or the participants involved. To do this, such portrayal in Arabic
editorials and opinion texts is contrasted to its British counterpart in terms of the
structure, the lexicality and the enforcement strategies, all of which seem to function

primarily on rhetorical grounds.

Sometimes, it is observed, the contrast takes place among the selected
newspapers within either of the two respective cultures. This is therefore, the reason

for the study's emphasis on some particular newspapers (such as al-Quds al-Arabi,

and The Telegraph, for instance) which serves to underlining the extreme viewpoint

of such newspapers in relation to the conflicts in question. Accordingly, I believe,

such a perspective In turn, assembles the extreme stereotyping agenda of the



newspaper through which the respective culture may be inevitably judged by the

other.

The restricted number of articles examined in this study actually enables a
relatively thorough analysis of the rhetorical function of opinion discourse rather
than providing an incoherent, fuzzy analysis which would have been imposed by

selecting a wider range of material.

1.6 An outline of the study

There are eight chapters in this study inclusive of the introduction and the
conclusion. The three chapters (5, 6 and 7) preceding the conclusion constitute the
main core of the study through which the components of the theoretical framework

in Chapter Four are exemplified from the collected data.

Chapter One is an introductory statement describing the context of the study
in which its significance initially lies and which the chapter intends to illuminate.
The chapter also addresses the rationale of the study which includes the research

questions addressed in the course of it. Moreover, it sheds light on the conceptual
framework and its components. The scope and data used to conducting such a study

followed by a brief description of the methodology are also highlighted.

The second and the third chapters are a literature review. In Chapter Two, a
discussion of the development of text linguistics as a branch of discourse analysis is
provided. The main early approaches to text and text linguistics are discussed. A
discussion on modern approaches to discourse analysis is also provided moving
from the theory of cohesion in texts to critical discourse analysis. Within the latter,
three different approaches to media discourse are presented. The social process of
production and interpretation of texts is discussed within pioneering theories of

media discourse analysis, particularly Van Dijk's socio-cognitive theory to which the

present study is essentially related.



Chapter Three reviews the development of media, particularly the press, in
the Arab world and in Britain. The historical background of the earliest newspapers
is provided, and emphasis on the background of the six newspapers examined in this
study is given. In addition, light is shed on the media systems in both societies with
emphasis on the Arab world as exhibiting varieties of systems reflecting the diverse

political characters of its various countries.

The methodology of the study is presented in Chapter Four. This chapter
includes the theoretical framework highlighting the categories according to which
the model is classifted. It offers a detailed description of the three main parameters
of the framework which are outlined in the hypotheses assumed in the chapter, as
well as it provides a basis for understanding the findings which emerge from the
study. Furthermore, the chapter offers a description of the conventions and the
colour coding used in the course of the thesis. Chapters Five, Six and Seven
demonstrate the applicability of the three strategies of the framework, i.e. the
rhetorical structure of opinion discourse, the strategy of lexical selectivity and the

enforcement strategy.

Chapter Eight highlights the major findings of the thesis which involve a
discussion of a number of observations which emerged from the study. The chapter
includes the researcher’s reflections with regard to the observations made in relation
to the context of the study. The implications of the study are outlined and

recommendations for further research are suggested.

Finally, the appendices attached to the end of the thesis are samples of
British and Arabic newspapers opinion and editorial articles the extracts from which
have been used in the study. The op-eds comprising the three appendices are
arranged chronologically in the three different conflict themes. A list of the attached

articles is provided before every respective appendix.



Chapter (2)

Approaches to text and text-linguistics: an overview

2.1 Introduction

[n our daily lives, we encounter a wide range of written texts, such as newspaper
articles, novels, poetry, short stories, posters, road signs, shopping catalogues, etc.
Not all of these written texts have the power to influence our thoughts and
understanding of the world around us but, in a way, most of what we read plays a
role 1in shaping and formulating the way we think. It is one of the common
activities of our social lives which is mainly carried out through the power of
written words. Despite the power of the written word, not until the 1960s did the
study of texts gain considerable attention which involved detailed investigations

of text analysis.

In modern linguistics and semiotics’, discourse and text analysis are
concerned with the analysis of connected speech and writing and their relation to
the contexts in which they fall. This type of analysis differs entirely from the
traditional analysis of texts when linguistics was largely concerned with single-
sentence analysis and the construction of sentences. Sentences in a given text
were analysed in isolation from each other, as well as from their context.
However, this view has changed radically during the past three decades and many
approaches have developed as new insights into texts and their analysis. During
this time, linguists began to be interested in analysing the function of sentences
and the way they work in sequence to create coherent stretches of language. These
studies led to the development of the two main approaches, namely ‘discourse
analysis’ and ‘text analysis’ (McArthur 1992: 316). The former is concerned with
the structure of spoken language of everyday life i.e. conversations,

commentaries, teaching, speech discourses, etc.
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