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Abstract
This study aims to investigate the relationship between funerary rituals and religion in
the Parish of Sheffield in order to shed light on present day customs and practices. In
the past, most studies have attempted to relate religion and ritual from the base of
changing belief systems; this present investigation analyses the means whereby the

secular nature of funerary customs is brought into a vital relationship with the sacred

by the rites of passage of death, and their associated myths and legends.

T'he study is divided into three principal areas of research covering pertinent general
and specific aspects of funerary rituals. The first section sets the central core of the

research upon a more general foundation of relevant literature, and an overview of

funerary rituals and religion. A résumé of the history of Sheffield and the laws of

burial and cremation then places the study into both a wider and a comparative
context of time and place. The research then centres on a study of current funeral
practices in Sheffield: the Sheffield funeral trade; the influences of religion upon

death rituals in relation to the city; the people of Sheffield who experience these

funerals, and the places of committal available to them. The research draws on its

primary database of 67 respondents from representative religions, complemented by

selective databases covering non-specific mourners, religious representatives, and

associated trades, services and professions.



Aspects of continuity and change, which include ‘green’ funerals, ‘Natural Death’,
multi-ethnic accommodations, and the revision of funeral liturgies, are set out in the
final section. In this the study concludes that the prime function of the religious
funerary ritual in a secular society is the provision of continuity and order in services

that best reflect the needs of the mourner and acknowledge the life of the deceased.
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Chapter One

Introduction and Methodology

1. General Introduction
This project aims to explore and extend knowledge of the effects of religious influence
upon the parishioners of Sheffield in an historical manner by investigating aspects of

continuity and change in their funerary practices. The Parish of Sheffield has been subject
to change in format and character over the prescribed period, 1843 to the present, as have
its parishioners. The project takes as its knowledge base that found and highlighted by the
unpublished M.A. dissertation: Saunders, P. C., “A Last Rite of Passage: Current Funeral
Practices in Sheffield”, Sheffield, University of Sheffield, 1992." That, in its turn, sought to

develop and extend knowledge gained during an initial study: Saunders, P. C., “The Final

Rite of Passage”, Sheflield, Totley-Thornbridge College of Education, University of

Sheffield Institute of Education, 1975,° conducted as a final dissertation for the Certificate
in Education. Indeed, research into the customs and traditions of funerals has been

continuous since the instigation of the initial study in 1973, and this present study benefits

from the resulting large database of pertinent knowledge. The major M.A. study

investigates the common funeral in the City of Sheffield in terms of place, and by studying
change over time, highlights predictable trends as it investigates the continuum of
exhibited funeral patterns. In doing so, it identifies religious influences and restrictions
over a wide time span, up to and including the time of presentation. This present study
now seeks to extend the very limited academic knowledge concerning religion and death
rituals in England by the further study of funerals in Sheffield, the city selected once again

for reasons of geographical and demographical familiarity.



1.1 Place and People

The city has been the geographical home of the researcher for 30 years and the site of all
post-secondary education, family life, worship, work and social activitics. An accumulated

database of knowledge concerning community and people has been absorbed over this
considerable period of time: a fund of knowledge that could not have been gained merely

by temporary visitation for any research purposes. Previous research ensured that the
existing database of knowledge was expanded and consolidated; interests and employment
have provided opportunities to add to this fund of knowledge. Teaching in church-aided
schools, both Anglican and Catholic, led to gaining the trust and confidence of responders:
singing in churches and cathedrals has given opportunities in experience and contact which
might otherwise have been difficult to establish. Full advantage of these opportunities has
been taken; Sheffield is a known environment both geographically and demographically.
Personal acquaintances, work colleagues, friends and family are readily available to

contribute support, material, and their own wealth of knowledge of place and person, so

extending any existing knowledge-base.

Again, the 1992 study was submitted in part requirement for the degree of M.A. 1n Local
History, Literature and Cultural Tradition, Division of Continuing Education / Centre for
English Cultural Tradition and Language, (CECTAL), University of Sheffield. The Centre,
now ‘The National Centre for English Cultural Tradition’, is a research institution which
acts as a national repository for material on language and cultural tradition. ‘NATCECT’

is well regarded and has an excellent reputation, with comprehensive research facilities and

special collections which were used to support research into the customs and traditions of



the Sheffield funeral. This present study again utilises these archives, supporting the main
focus on cultural tradition, that is, how tradition itself operates within any culture
whatever its composition, such as urban or rural, and male or female. Tradition involves
beliefs and practices or customs, handed down over time, and bound up with continuity
within a community. The community may be small, as in a family or friendship group, or 1t
may be a larger group, as in a village or a religious community, or in clan, tribe, town or
city. Custom is seen as a deeply ingrained habit, though not always over a lengthy period
of time, although in tradition there is some historicity. Agam, tradition is not seen as pure;

it has changed over time, but though superficial aspects change, the deeper structure

remains intact.

Further, as stated earlier, the City of Sheffield was used for previous research in this field.
It was considered that any development or continuation of that work could best be

performed by utilising relationships explored and developed for the previous two studies:
indeed they were seen as essential to the success of the study. Experience gained by living

and working within the city for such a lengthy period of time was thus seen as a vital

factor in the growth and development of this ongoing project.

1.11 Parish to See

The Diocese of Sheffield has, what its second bishop, Leslie Hunter, termed, a ‘Parish
Church Cathedral’. The size and shape, format and history of the old parish might lend

itself well to any focused study. However, this project has not limited its research to that

area of land that originally formed the old parish. Geographically, the study extends its



range to mirror the changing shape and structure of the parish as it divided and grew mto a

new See. Thus, research can better encompass an investigation of change over time,
incorporating salient contributing factors. It will be shown that ‘t’owd church’, an
expression used by many citizens, is a respected and loved institution, which 1s meddled
with at one’s peril. The people of Sheffield view the Cathedral and its establishment as
‘their’ parish church: the Provost as ‘their’ vicar. Again, it will be shown that a population
forced into citizenship does not readily adopt the expected patterns of city life. Thus,
research into the religious influences in funerary practices in the Parish of Sheflield takes

the developing parish as its base-line and encompasses changes within that parish.

1.ii 1843 to the present

It will be demonstrated that the date of 1843 is not selected at random. This was the date
of the town’s incorporation as a municipal borough, an event of significance for the town,

its parish and its population. Indeed, the timing of the instigation of this research, 1993,

comncides with celebrations to mark the centenary of Sheffield as a city, although its parish

church did not become a cathedral until 1913.

2. Research

Much of the research is primary, utilising transcribed and annotated tapes as well as the
photographic recording of evidence. Careful and extensive ‘minutes’ document evidence
that could not be recorded by other means. Research also includes the investigation of

secular and religious archives, that is, both civil and ecclesiastical; secondary research of



published and unpublished works was continuous and ongoing. The practical research

covers all known and available relevant people and places.

2.1 Previous research: 1975

“The Final Rite of Passage”, unpublished Cert. Ed. dissertation, Sheffield, Totley-

Thornbridge College of Education, University of Sheffield Institute of Education,
1975

Observations of disparate yet linked family funerals between 1960 and 1970 prompted this

initial, unpublished study of the common British funeral. Research covers urban, suburban

and rural practices and seeks to investigate three aspects of the funeral:

e Connections of religion and rite
e Differing behavioural patterns
e (Customs and trends

The study is wide-ranging and comprehensive in nature and place yet necessarily limited in
its concept and scope. Sources are generally of a secondary nature; personal experiences
adding pertinence and relevance. Some photographic evidence to support secondary
evidence is included. Common behaviour patterns are found which depend in part on the
type of community involved: open and closed communities displaying dissimilar
behavioural practices. The study is concerned with funerals in the United Kingdom as a

whole and has no particular focus of place, although much of the research is conducted in

the City of Sheffield or in South Yorkshire.

The coverage of the study in terms of subject matter, customs, trends and place

engendered a lasting and keen interest resulting in long-term research that has continued

to the present time. The subject matter has always aroused a predictable fascination in



others, and a need to recount personal experiences and views. Qbservations, explanations
and opinions have been volunteered. Detailed and pertinent responses have been readily
obtained. The ‘taboo’ subject of death has an associated practice - the funeral. It is this
practice which has prompted a strong insistence on verbal participation. Interviewees and
respondents have often used their participation in research of funeral practices as a

stepping stone to the more guarded subject of death.

2.1 Previous research: 1992

“A Last Rite of Passage’ - Current Funeral Practices in Sheffield”, unpublished
M.A. dissertation, Sheflield, University of Sheffield, 1992

This study investigates the common funeral in Shefficld by looking at three particular

districts of Sheffield, selected for specific and pertinent research. The study is

comparative: a comprehensive coverage of patterns of behaviour is placed within a
geographical context which includes an overview of practices within both Britain and the

industrial West. The main body of the study comprises five chapters which present the

accumulated mformation in a sequential manner. The first section covers definitions and

general background, funerary lore and a related historical overview. The second section
looks at Sheffield itself before turning to the three areas of the city chosen for specific
research. The theme of ‘place’ is extended by an investigation into the facilities used for
funerals within that area of study. Current practices in Sheffield are covered in the third
section which is extensive. The issues and problems encountered/identified during the
study are then discussed; these include topics of finance, religion, and secularism, sexism,

stillbirths, multi-cultural societies and grief. The last section deals with potential funerary



trends within Sheffield. There is particular focus on take-overs, pre-payment plans and
secular services, that is services which have no religious foundation, as well as the

established church’s counter-attack of grief management. The study utilises much primary
research, and includes transcribed taped material and photographic support as well as
transcribed extensive ‘minutes’ of interviews. Maps, charts and graphs provide relevant

support and the study is accompanied by original tapes and collected material.

3. Project 2001 and SAFEC

The previous studies were concerned with the same principal theme: the common funeral;

the second was a development of the first in that it concerned itself with place and custom.

The projected observation of change over time was thus a feasibility. The careful focusing

of research that was required for the second study meant that much information
concerning death and funerals was absorbed but set aside as not pertinent to the project.

Primary and secondary research confinua]ly highlighted religion as a fundamental factor in
funerary customs. It was feasible and necessary to include some of this information within

the main body of the 1992 study. However, it concluded:

‘...this study identified areas for further investigation that the stated focus
precluded. Past and present funeral practices connected with organised religion
constantly presented themselves as worthy and attractive issues in their own right.
The matter of Jewish burial practices, past and present, is a restricted and
conservative field, yet there is a wealth of available local material that could be
incorporated into religious-practice research. The past restrictions placed upon
burial by the established community gave rise to sectarian practices within other
congregations that served to further isolation and separateness [sic]. The
investigations conducted for this study identified the enforced burial practices of
Unitarians. Rights to a Christian burial and how these were accommodated within
the city is an unexplored facet as are present practices that do or do not
accommodate the multi-cultural element within the city; in this study these have
merely been identified for comment. All these issues are potential fields for further
study within a working brief of religious influences in funeral rites.”*



The scope and nature of this project involved considerable planning before any attempt at
research was started. The overall concept was formulated and potential fields of research

identified. Much use of previous research was made; its recent documentation eased the
formulation of hypotheses and research concepts. The collection of ephemera and
newspaper cuttings, which had been instigated for the 1975 research and extended for the
1992 study, formed the foundation of SAFEC: the SAUNDERS FUNERAL EPHEMERA

AND CUTTINGS collection, a resource that is fundamental to this present research. Details

of SAFEC are contained in Appendix C.

[nitial topics for the project were set to include:

1. Previous academic research

11. A primary focus on the religious restrictions and influences in funerary
practices

111. The development of religious attitudes to funerary practices in an historical
manner

Iv. Research to include Jewish, Unitarian, Roman Catholic, and Anglican
practices as well as others that might be highlighted by the research

V. Research on current practices in Buddhist, Muslim and Humanist/secular
arrangements
V1. The extension of past research into current funerary practices embracing

main religions and denominations  [see 1v above]

vil.  Further research into methods of committal, focusing upon the religious
influences and implications

viil.  The identification of trends in funerary practices with particular reference
to religious influences

IX. Associated research into past and present funerary traditions, beliefs and
customs

X, The inclusion of relevant and appropriate literary evidence of a secondary
nature

The timing of each section of the plan was of particular pertinence. An awareness of the

funeral director’s annual work load led to the adopted practice of requesting interviews in

their slack periods: a request in the summer was more likely to be successful than one in



November or December. The Office of Population, Censuses and Surveys produce an
annual chart monitoring observed and expected weekly deaths. Mortality figures are also

available in 4-week periods in the Funeral Service Journal, which are compiled from the

Registrar-General’s Returns.

Chart 1.i

Graph to show observed and expected weekly death registrations

MONITORING WEEKLY DEATHS 1993 England and Wales (aged 1 +)

The graph shows the observed and expected weekly death registrations (excluding
deaths under 1 year) for 2 weeks from week 27 of 1993 to week 28 of 1994)
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Similarly, it was considered polite to avoid contacting any clergy or religious
representatives during a potentially busy spell: Easter, Christmas, Ramadan, Yom Kippur
are examples of festivals to avoid. For this, a working knowledge of the existence and
timing of such festivals was necessary. Secondary library research highlighted unknown or

unfamiliar festivals, and particularly, their own importance in a religious calendar.



3.1 Circumstances

An outline scheme of work was set up that was initially planned to commence in the early

autumn of 1993. At that time, the traffic and road management in the city of Sheffield was
greatly disturbed by roadworks to lay down tracks for a rapid-transit system, Supertram.

Daily research in local newspapers, in preparation for the study, identified an unexpected
circumstance of particular relevance to the project. It was reported in the ‘Star’, on July 6
1993, that human remains had been found on the Supertram route. They were under the
roadway outside the Cathedral, which was the old parish church of St Peter and St Paul,

Sheffield, and their existence was unknown before the Supertram project. Test drillings

had identified what could be ‘a few remains’, and permission obtained to exhume these

remains, under set conditions, with subsequent re-interment in a current burial ground.

‘Century-old graves lying in the heart of the city centre are to be unearthed and the
bodies reburied to make way for Supertram. Church authorities have given the
go-ahead for removal of the graves which lie under Church Street, next to the

cathedral precinct....plans were approved by the Home Office....Supertram chiefs
do not expect any opposition to the plans...>

This event was followed up, and was the subject of considerable research, part of which

involved a literal, ‘behind-the-screens’ visit to the exhumations in the company of the

Provost of Sheffield. Thus there arose the chance opportunity to gather primary evidence

about early burials in the parish burial ground.

3.1 Planning

The format and scheme for the current project were devised to maximize the use of any
previously collected unused data, which, in itself, prompted the subject of this study.

Successful research techniques were to be utilised again, and strategies formulated which
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might delete problems and improve the quality of primary research. The basic topic of
‘funerals’ had now been studied in depth for some three years, and at a lower level for the
previous 20 years, during which time both the first and the second studies were presented.
The initial planning for the study, as set out in the previous section, would appear to have
encompassed any circumstantial eventualities; after all, was not ‘The Funeral® subject to
slow and stumbling change: ever dependent upon major factors of influence? It was not
foreseen that any chance circumstances could or would affect the presented project.
However, as has been shown, such circumstances did occur, namely the publicised
exhumations in the city; the extensive research for this study identified certain relevant
factors that were unforeseen at the initial stage of planning, the scheme of which was then

revised to accommodate such concepts and information: flexibility was seen to be of prime

importance and all research was to be conducted from an open position.

The work was planned to be presented in 11 chapters, preceded by an Introduction and
Methodology, these chapters to follow a structured sequence. Firstly, an overall view of
death and funerals was to be investigated and set out in three apparently discrete yet

interrelated chapters:

e the literature of death and funerals
e the rituals and traditions of death

e religious aspects in funeral rites.

Next, the study was set to focus on the ‘Parish of Sheffield’, starting with relevant aspects

of 1ts history and an overview of the current and appropriate laws of burial and cremation.

The following four chapters were seen as the core of the study, where the Sheffield funeral

was to be the subject of close examination:
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the funeral trade
the religions and rites of the Sheflield funeral
the people of Sheffield and their funerals

the places of these services and commuttals

A penultimate chapter was then included: to investigate ‘personal’ and ‘green’ funerals,
which were strongly promoted by a vocal and publicity-minded minority. These had indeed
been covered, albeit briefly, in the second study:

“The recent book on funeral management by Walter [ ....] dwells at length on the
need for greater personal involvement..”®

and:
‘The DIY Business...All respondents interviewed answered in the negative when
asked if they had any knowledge of privately-arranged funerals. Sheffield’s

cemeterics and crematoria staff reiterated information given for the first study,
namely that:

“The only rules we have here are that the body MUST be in a coffin. You
don’t need undertakers, but you must have the death certificates. You
could do it yourself: build a coffin, put the body in, bring it here in a van.
We don’t get that, but you could.”
Sheffield is a conservative, traditional city. The population generally are reluctant
to employ change let alone to introduce without prompting such a radical step as a
DIY funeral....Statistically, there is likely to be such a funeral in the future within
the city boundaries. There is no evidence of one having been conducted. They
cannot be seen as a positive trend for the future.”’

During the period of the present research it was evident that the ‘personal’ and ‘green’
movements had become more forceful and had indeed already been of limited influence in

funerary practices at the time of the instigation of the study. The Benefits Agency leaflet

D49, from April 1993 stated:

; ‘Most funerals are arranged by a funeral director.’®
an

é . s ® . »
If you wish, you do not have to hold a religious service. You can design your own
non-religious service.””

This leaflet was available free of charge at several local outlets that might be available to

the newly-bereaved, including the Medico-Legal Centre, where inquests are held, and any
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DSS leaflets outlet. However, it offered little advice on how to cope without a funeral

director, and has many references to ‘your chosen funeral director’; ‘the funeral director

will need’ and ‘the funeral director will be able to help you’, this last implying that such a

personage is likely to be employed.'’ Yet, by February 1999, the Benefits Agency Leaflet

D49 had been revised thus:

‘Funeral Arrangements: The Options

There are few legal controls governing the disposal of a body in the United Kingdom. The
only requirement is that the death is certified and registered and the body properly taken
care of, either by burial or cremation.

Burial is virtually free of regulations; individuals can be buried in almost anything and
almost anywhere. All that is required is a death certificate signed by a doctor and a
certificate for burial from the registrar of deaths. It is quite possible to perform a ‘do-it-
yourself’ funeral and published advice is available from the Natural Death Centre ... Most
people choose to entrust the organisation of a funeral to a professional funeral director.
They do so partly for reasons of convenience, at what is generally a stressful time, but also
to ensure that the remains of the deceased are disposed of with dignity and propriety.’"!

Thus, assumptions are made, and attitudes taken, by the Communications and Customer
Liaison Branch of the issuing Benefits Agency, concerning the potential lack of dignity and

propriety in a DIY funeral. The Which Consumer Guide on funeral management: What to

do when someone dies, by Paul Harris, notes:

‘...most people feel the need of professional help at this time, and it 1s still rare for
a funeral to be carried out without the services of a funeral director.’?

However, Harris includes a five-page chapter on ‘Arranging a funeral without a funeral

director’:**

‘It 1s [...] perfectly possible to arrange the whole funeral yourself; there can be

considerable snags and difficulties, but with knowledge and determination, these
can be overcome.’™

Aspects covered by this chapter are:

e Arranging the funeral
¢ (Cremation
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e Burial and coffin

e Waiting for the funeral

e Funeral transport

e Burial at home

¢ Funeral management schemes

Thus, there was ample evidence to justify the inclusion of ‘Personal Funerals’ as a separate
chapter of this study. Finally, Chapter Twelve of the project revisits all the related aspects

of the study, focusing on observed evidence and the projected trends of continuity and

change in the religious influences in funerary practices in the Parish of Sheffield, 1843 to

the present.

4. Fieldwork

The primary fieldwork involved the inauguration of the various databases; these were to
be the sources of information for analysis in the core of the work and it was decided that
four databases, of differing importance and size, were necessary for this study. Initially, a
‘Faiths’ database of the major and minor religions and denominations identified in

Sheflield, with associated contact details, was compiled. This information was then

incorporated into the ‘Representatives’ database, noted below. The second, principal,

database was concerned with respondents who had been involved in funeral arrangements

or who had relevant knowledge of funerals. This database was subdivided into two

sections, the first of which consisted of information gathered from respondents who were
selected by virtue of religious belief, association or affiliation, and who had participated in

planned interviews. The second section consisted of data gathered by the random sampling

of visitors to burial grounds and Gardens of Remembrance who were willing to participate
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in the study. These two groups were approximately the same size, and termed

‘Respondents / selected’ and ‘Respondents / random’ within the ‘Respondents’ database,

enabling the information gathered to be presented as comprehensively as possible. Thirdly,

information given by professional and amateur representatives of those involved in the

Sheflield funeral, such as religious representatives and their faith affiliations, incorporating

the Faiths database noted earlier, as well as funeral directors, florists, monumental masons,

legal representatives, musicians and artists, was gathered within the ‘Representatives’

database in this study. Fourthly, places of service, ritual and committal were to be

investigated, and relevant data recorded in the ‘Places’ database. The format and content

of these databases are listed in Appendix A.

Table 1.1

Table to show the composition of the databases

o
METHOD
faith communities

2. Respondents / selected | mourners / attenders at funerals— planned interviews /
selected by religious belief questionnaires

Respondents / random visitors to burial grounds

random selection

random interviews /
questionnaires

3. Representatives religious representatives

funeral directors
professionals
associated amateurs

planned interviews /
questionnaires

4. Places churchyards selection planned visits
cemeteries/ burial grounds all
crematoria /gardens of remembrance | all

4.1 Building the Databases

Separate questionnaires were compiled to build those databases involving interviews.

These questionnaires are included in Appendix B. Most potential respondents within each
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separate database could be interviewed locally; it might be necessary to travel to others,
and for yet a third category, to request a postal or telephoned response. It was then
necessary to prepare a working timescale for most interviews, on the basis laid down in
the initial plans. Thus, funeral directors and associates were to be approached during the
summer months and religious representatives at one of their ‘slacker’ times. All
representatives were to be approached during the first year of the study, and from an early
time-base, so encompassing holiday arrangements and periods of unavailability.
Opportunities were to be taken to arrange opportunistic interviews under any of the
categories. It was considered proper and expedient that chief mourners not be approached
within too short a time of their bereavement. Friends and acquaintances of the mourners

could be approached more speedily, and were likely to be able to recommend a suitable

date for an initial approach to principal mourners. Associated clergy were also seen as

potential intermediaries.

Acting upon the responses obtained in previous studies, it was apparent that the actual
time of day for the initial approach was of great importance. All impersonal approaches
were to be made, by telephone, during the mid-morning period. This timing had produced
the greatest degree of co-operation. Likewise, a bright, sunny day for the approach found
potential respondents in an optimistic mood. Acquaintances could be approached at any
known convenient time or circumstance. It was also seen as imperative that any date/time

offered by potential respondents be accepted if this were at all possible, or that several

times/dates be offered to them if they were more flexible.
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All potential respondents were told of the academic nature of the study: phrases used were

‘I’m at Sheffield University doing postgraduate research, looking at funerals in Sheffield. I

was wondering if I might come and see you sometime to talk about......?” Many
respondents were most interested in which university was meant: all were assured that
their contribution was essential for the validity of the research. Many wanted to know
what they could possibly offer that could be of value. All were able to be reassured on that
point. It was helpful if an intermediary could be named: ‘John Doe said you might be able
to help’. All interviews were seen as confidential and not for publication: this basis was
carefully put to all respondents from whom an interview was requested. Upon a first
meeting credentials and identification were offered. Given the subject matter, style of dress

was seen of some importance: it was considered courteous that dress be neat,

inconspicuous and seemly.

4.1.a. Interviews

It was decided that some planned interviews could be taped, using a small ‘Sony
Professional’ system. The experience of the second, major study had shown that most
professional representatives were fairly happy that their comments be recorded, and some
respondents also might agreed to this recording of their information. Thus, the small tape
machine was brought out of a briefcase, after the questionnaire notebook, and the request
that the interview ‘be taped in case I miss noting any of your comments’. Some

respondents were wary, so the machine was slipped away with an ‘it doesn’t really matter’

aside; others were fascinated by the smallness of the gadget. However, it was very

noticeable that many respondents made their most valuable and pertinent contributions
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after the tape recorder had been put away. The majority of the representatives were happy

that all the interview be recorded.

4.1b. Funeral attendances

Attendances at funerals was considered to be useful primary evidence. Past circumstances
could be used as reference points, as could attendance at any funerals during the course of
the project. Recent employment as a primary music co-ordinator at a Roman Catholic
school in the city had been the cause of necessary attendance at many of the requiems held
at the church adjacent to the school. Mourners and priest frequently requested that the
children sing at the service, and ability and experience as a singer led to requests for solo
contributions. It was not unknown for there to be two such attendances per week.
Membership of church and the Roman Catholic Cathedral choirs also meant that funerals

were attended 1n a serving capacity. To these experiences were added those funerals which
were attended as a mourner or friend. It was also statistically likely that attendance at
funerals would be necessary during the project. All occasions could be minuted

afterwards, and any potential respondents contacted after a seemly time-span.

It was considered possible that mourners’ contributions be gathered on the day if
relationships were secure and that there was no possibility of offence. Any attempt at such
gathering had to depend on circumstance. Thus, attendance at a family funeral for an
elderly gentleman, during the first year of the study, prompted many unsolicited
contributions from those who knew of the project and attracted the attention of those who

overheard. It was most interesting to be made aware of the need for an opportunity to
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speak about aspects of that funeral, and why things were as they were. Even chief

mourners spoke freely and could be led to offer contributions on any of the topics of

interest. It was considered most inappropriate for there to be any photographic or

recorded evidence gathered on such occasions. A visit could be made to the burial ground

or crematorium afterwards, even on the day itself, and photographic evidence of tributes

and place acquired.

Funerals attended / observed: places

e City Road Crematoria Sheffield Bereavement Services

¢ Hutcliffe Wood Crematorium Sheffield Bereavement Services

e Grenoside Crematorium B&C Funeral Services

o (Cathedral: St Peter and St Paul Church of England

e (Cathedral: St Marie Roman Catholic

e All Saint’s Church, Ecclesall Church of England  Evangelical
o St Gabriel’s, Greystones Church of England  Evangelical
e St John’s, Abbeydale, Church of England  Traditional
e St Matthew’s, Sheffield Church of England  Anglo-Catholic
e St Mark’s, Grenoside Church of England  Evangelical
o St John’s, Park Church of England  nominal

e St Theresa’s, Manor Roman Catholic

e St. William of York Roman Catholic

e Millhouses Methodist

e Bents Green Methodist

e Cemetery Road Baptist

o

Seventh Day Adventist, Nether Edge

In addition, the many places and situations attended both in this Britain and abroad,

including North Wales, Liverpool, Cardiff, Hereford, London, Essex, United States of

America, France, Greece, Italy, and Croatia.

19



4.1.c. Exhumation attendance

The circumstances surrounding the timing of the study and its coincidence with the need

for mass exhumations within the area of the study have been set out earlier. It seemed
possible that primary evidence about past interments in the old parish burial ground might
be gathered. Consequently an interview was arranged with the Provost of Sheffield who

gave his support to the project, and offered the help of his office should this be necessary.

Acting upon his suggestion and information, interviews were set up with Rogers and

Howe, legal representatives to the Cathedral, and with Turner and Townsend, the firm

contracted to build Supertram. Given the Provost’s personal recommendation, Gareth

Owen, of Rogers and Howe, was most co-operative; it was considered necessary that

formal permission was given to conduct research into the exhumation findings. This being
granted, Neil French, representing W. K. Woolgar, Project Manager, of TTPM, offered all
co-operation. The exhumations were contracted to Kenyon Emergency Services, a firm
which was then part of the PHK group, which was itself to be incorporated into SCI, an

American-based conglomerate, as noted in Chapter Seven of this study. Paul Needes, the

PHK operations manager, and Dr Val Tate were to discuss the provision of information. A

research request was set out, aspects to include:

Numbers of remains exhumed

1

2. Evidence/assumptions: Age/sex of individual remains

3 The following information about burials was sought:
e Ewvidence of vaults

Coflin remains: wood; lead-lined

Numbers of coffins per grave space, if evident
Shroud or garment evidence

Coflin ornamentation

Artefacts: jewellery; articles

Religious symbols

4. Position of artefacts in relation to remains
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In due course exhumations commenced, some time after their original timed start of

August 23, 1993. Kenyon Emergency Services felt unable to be of assistance and the

request for a personal visit to the exhumation site was refused: the research did not
warrant a pass being issued, and no one could countermand that decision. On October 9,
1993, the Provost enquired after the research. On being told of the situation an invitation
was issued to accompany him, as his personal guest, onto the site. This visit was
accomplished within ten days, and the site manager, Paul Needes, was helpful and
informative. The visit was as lengthy as required and most useful. There had been adverse
reports about the method of exhumation in the local paper and it was considered unwise to
take either camera or recorder onto site. It was speedily apparent that there would be little
information gathered that could add to the research. There was little evidence of coffins,
apart from some depositum plates, and no vaults excavated. Nevertheless, negative
information has its own worth and this was documented accordingly. Subsequently TTPM
forwarded a copy of the filed report from PHK, and promised to send details of a further
exhumation, again within the parish, that had proved necessary. In all 343 remains were
exhumed at the original site. More have since been found and the exhumation of these
carried out. All exhumation screens set up for the Supertram operation came down by

Monday, June 7, 1994. In January 2000, foundation work in the Cathedral Hall car park,

in preparation for major building extensions to the Cathedral Hall, led to further bodies

being excavated. There was no public response.

21



l.i Exhumation screens:

Sheffield Cathedral

The site should be shielded from
public view. In the city centre 1t
became necessary for the tent-like
structure to be erected to prevent the
scenes of the categorising of remains
to be exposed to telescopic camera
lenses and general public view.

The Local Authority’s consultative representative, John Batley, MIEH, MIOSH, General
Manager, Bereavement Services, was also consulted and interviewed at his offices at the
City Road cemetery. He had been involved in recent exhumations in Sheffield and was the
custodian of pertinent photographs, some of which were offered for inspection. During the
course of the first year’s study knowledge was made available of fairly recent exhumations

in both the north and south of the parish which produced recognisable artefacts. These

involved St Philip’s, now demolished, St Mary’s, and the Bright family mausoleum at

Hollow Meadows.

4.1d. Churchyards and Burial Grounds

The database of the burial and scattering grounds found in Sheffield formed part of the
central core of the study. Sheflield has both disused and operational burial grounds; some
are owned by the city, and are the old ‘corporation cemeteries’, another, a disused private

cemetery and yet others that are owned and managed by religious groups. It was necessary
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to be as aware as was possible of all grounds, in use, disused or built over. Local archival
material and maps, particularly those listed under the ‘Primary Documentary Sources’ of

this study, proved a useful and fairly reliable source of information, and the researches of

others helpful in indicating potential sites.”> Church and religious archives pointed the way

to grounds long since unrecognisable as burial grounds, which were then identified by map
reference. As the recent exhumations have shown, any records kept are potentially
incomplete and must be seen as unreliable. Cathedral records are vague: it was not

considered necessary that they be otherwise. For many centuries, churchyard burial spaces

were re-useable, bones being removed to charnel houses, which were usually the crypts of

churches and cathedrals.

‘Not only are exhumations common throughout the world.... they may be

increasing, due to the need to re-use existing burial grounds, particularly in urban

areas.’’’

Few records were kept in the past and those pertained to internal ‘within-the-walls’
interments. The introduction of grave markers and memorial stones created records within
themselves, and it is only in more recent times, and in particular with the introduction of

corporation grounds, that any records were kept in a more meticulous way. This means

that records are available for most of the time-span encompassed by this study. Yet
knowledge exists of ‘disappeared’ burial grounds, such as an original Jewish burial
ground, set unusually within the city walls. Brown writes, in the ‘Shefheld Jewish Journal’,
in 1975:

‘We can all lament the passing of Bowden Street Cemetery whose quaint existence
in the town centre reminded us that our community had a history dating back well

before ltshe archives which are preserved in a safe deposit box at the Midland
Bank.’
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L.ii ‘A little known cemetery’

‘The Jews Old Burial Ground on Bowden S", off Fitzwilliam S". The
ground was bought about 1800. Surrounded by fields then.

It is enclosed by high walls.” Tatton, 1929-1932"

Ballin, a local historian with access to a variety of records, writing in his work on the

history of the Jewish people in Sheffield, contradicts Tatton’s handwritten manuscript,

stating that:

“The Bowden Street cemetery was a parcel of land comprising some 220 square yards. The
lease was signed on 3 August 1831....°%

Brown continues, in his article on the Jewish burial in Shetheld:

“We have speculated ... that pre 1830 there was a Jews Burial Ground at Watery Lane a
patch now covered by the complex of buildings round the Infirmary [sic].””!

The old Infirmary is presently a car park.

A local society, ‘Friends of the General Cemetery’, is restoring one of the city’s oldest
grounds and has proved invaluable in sharing accumulated knowledge. They issue three
newsletters per year as well as an interactive and attractive website: www.fogc.org.” The
current annual subscription is £5.00. Sheffield Libraries have produced and 1ssued a
‘Local History’ newsletter, and the many ‘local history’ societies in and around the city are
an excellent source of information concerning old grounds. All relevant burial grounds,

either in use or disused, were visited during the period of study.
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Burial grounds visited:

Additionally, the old burial grounds of Woodhouse, Handsworth, Atterchiffe, Wardsend

General Cemetery
Darnall
Burngreave
Norton
Burncross
Woodhouse
City Road
Intake
Tinsley
Handsworth
Crookes
Abbey Lane
Ecclesfield
Shiregreen
Wisewood
Stocksbridge
Beighton

1836
1859
1860
1868
1877
1879
1880
1880
1882
1901
1910
1916
1920
1927
1934
1950
1967

and Loxely, as well as both the old and the new Jewish Cemeteries at Ecclesfield, and the

disused Jewish Cemetery at Walkley, were explored. Additionally, Birtin cemetery, at
Oughtibridge, which is the cemetery for Bradfield Parish, was explored, particularly as it
was referred to by so many funeral professionals. Again, research concerning the
churchyards of the old Parish of Sheffield was essential. Following initial planning, the

following churchyards and religious burial grounds were investigated:

St Peter and St Paul, Sheffield Cathedral
St Mary’s, Beighton

St Nicholas, Bradfield

Christ Church, Dore

All Saint’s, Ecclesall

St Mary’s, Ecclesfield

St Mary’s, Handsworth

St Joseph’s, Handsworth, Roman Catholic

St Mary’s, High Green

St James’, Norton
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e St Michael’s, Rivelin, Roman Catholic
e Upper Chapel, Sheffield, Unitarian

e Underbank, Stannington, Unitarian

e Quaker burial ground, Stannington

o St Mary’s, Walkley

For comparative reasons, the Victorian cemeteries of York and Bradford Undercliffe, both
still in use and well-maintained, were visited, as was the heavily-publicised Carlisle

Cemetery. Particular evidence was sought in the burial grounds concerning the religious

influence in funeral patterns; the evidence was likely to be the place of burial, memorial
carvings or engravings or in the layout of the graves. Additionally, the cemetery and

crematoria buildings were the subject of research regarding religious symbols. Research

questions included:

e Did burial start at the favourable south and east sides, leaving the ‘devil’s’ north
until the last?

e Were there Christian symbols?

e Were the Muslim graves correctly aligned for that faith?

e Were there symbols particularly associated with Catholicism evident in
their portion of the cemetery or in their own cemetery at Rivelin?

e Were there unusual or unfamiliar religious monuments or symbols?
The task was wide-ranging; evidence would largely be photographic, and documented as
to place and interpretation: such evidence is included in SAFEC and listed in Appendix C.
Of particular importance was to be the verbal evidence given by cemetery staff concerning
the accommodations made for people of differing faiths; given their helpful co-operation
the identification of the various sites was simplified. It was anticipated that the following

examples of religious language and symbols were likely to be present:
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Christianity:
Book
Buttertly
Church window: carved/engraved

Cross: memorial in form; carved; engraved
Crown

Dove
Gates
Hand, finger pointing upwards

»
®
°
&
>
B
@
@
o vy
&
s
*
»
®
&
&

Lamb
Lamp
Liles
Palms

Passion flower 1.iii Symbol of Christianity
Sculpture: angel; cherub; Our Lady; Christ
Wording: ‘IHS’

RIP’

‘Rest in Peace’

‘Grant to eternal rest....

‘Sacred to the memory of ...

‘Re-united’

Specific Roman Catholic:

e Sculptures

e Specific wording: ‘Eternal rest grant to ...’
‘Of your Christian charity ...
‘Pray for the repose of the soul ...

Muslim:
e Alignment

e Script: Arabic / Punjabi
e Mound

Jewish
e Star of David

e Menorah: seven-branched candlestick, symbol of a

spark from the flame of God: the soul of
man

e Ewer: water jug for washing priest’s hands: a
Levi’s tomb

e Hands in blessing: Priestly tomb
e Shofar: Ram’s horn, to be blown by the Messiah

1.iv Hands raised in blessing
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4.1¢e. Crematoria

Here the practical research was expected to be simpler. Crematoria are recent buildings

with a well-recorded history. Sheffield has three, including a private crematorium
established in 1999. Primary evidence was sought from crematoria staff concerning the
arrangements that are made or can be made that accommodate the many faiths now found

within the city. All the Bereavement Officers working in Sheffield were helpful to the
project, several of whom had also been willing respondents in the 1992 research. In

addition to the Officers based at City Road Cemetery and Crematoria, staff and technicians

working at both City Road and Hutcliffe Wood Crematoria were of the greatest

assistance, particularly during the several cremation observances and tours of their

premises. Again, the Cremation Manager and technicians at Grenoside Crematorium were

helpful and co-operative.

4.1f Courses and conferences

Courses and conferences were attended to extend the existing knowledge-base:

a. “Funerals - and how to make them more personal”; conference
19 and 20 March 1994

Barhaugh Hall, Kirkhaugh, Alston Cumbria

Organisation: Welfare State International - Engineers of the Imagination
Sessions:

1. Guided walk:

Tour of Carlisle Cemetery, Woodland Burial Ground and Crematorium
Leader: Ken West, Bereavement Services Manager, Carlisle City Council
Introduction: Canon Bill Hall, Chaplain to the Arts and Recreation
Why Ritual? Revd. Geoffrey Steel, Lecturer in Christian Worship
Why Art? John Fox, Artistic Director, WSI

Lomna Graves, artist

Caroline Menis, Sheffield-based artist

= B R

Discussions
It’s Your Funeral
Changing Attitudes

S, 8 3
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This course was ‘advertised’ in the holiday section of the ‘Sunday Telegraph’ :

‘Death in the afternoons’

‘Guests ....will visit cemeteries, crematoriums [sic}, graveyards, war graves,
barrows, cairns, and other “dead” centres in the vicinity....Discussions will include
Victorian funerals, memorials and symbolism, and woodland and sea burials.
“We’re taking the weekend to look at different ways of dying,” enthuses the
spokeswoman. “Funerals are very neglected, and we’ve got wonderful things like
hand-painted biodegradable Swiss coffins to look at.”*®

There were no barrows or cairns but there was a body of 40 people. As the May 1994

‘Funeral Service Journal’ put it:

‘The wide spectrum of attendees included those caring for Aids victims, gay and
lesbian counsellors, Art Development workers, a mature student taking a PhD in
funerals, two clergymen, an ex-miner working for Holywell Centre for
Psychodrama... and people who had suffered from bereavements made worse by
insensitive treatment at the hands of professionals in the funeral trade...”*

Present also were the manager of a private crematorium and the representative of a coffin

manufacturer. Not only were the organised sessions rewarding in terms of research but

informal gatherings and mealtimes proved of equal value. Acquaintances were made which

have been cemented by further unsolicited contact and much information given by those

who had studied ‘the funeral’ in great depth, often for professional reasons. Literature

purchased led to a greatly extended and useful Bibliography; a chance telephone call to

track down an American publication led to an awareness of a forthcoming conference,

organised by the National Funerals College.

b. The Future of Funerals Options for Change: conference
June 11, 1994

Tavistock Place, London WC1

Organisation: The National Funerals College; Pilot Educational Project
Speakers and subjects included:

* Lord Young of Dartington, Director, Institute of Community Studies:
Introduction and address
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Bernard McHale, Superintendent and Registrar, Solihull Cemetery and
Crematorium: The role of Local Authorities in funeral arrangements

Trevor Hunnaball: of Hunnaball Funeral Services and President of the NAFD:
The role of funeral directors in funeral arrangements

Carole Lambert: Administrator, NABS: Bereaved families and funeral
arrangements: options for change

The Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell: Bishop of Basingstoke and author: The role
of the clergy in funeral arrangements: options for change

Dr Tony Walter: University of Reading and author: Why death is in the news
again

C. The Social Context of Death and Dying 2nd International Conference
September 15-17, 1995
University of Sussex

Organisers: Julie Dunk, Glennys Howarth, Peter Jupp, Lyndsay Prior, Stephen
White

Speakers and subjects included:

Stephen Collins, University of Bradford: English Epitaphs
Douglas Davies, University of Nottingham: Death, Gender and Religion

Philip Gore, Goldsmith’s College: The Funeral Industry: embalmers and
embalming

Elizabeth Hallam, University of Sussex: Gender Relations and the deathbed
Vanessa Harding, Birkbeck College: Burial on the margin: distance and
discrimination

Margaret Mitchell, Glasgow Caledonian University: Sudden death incidents
Bernard Smale: The social construction of funeral ritual in contemporary
England

Jenny Hockey, University of Hull: Approaches to Death Ritual

Clare Gittings: One Man’s Grief in 17th century England

Tony Walter: University of Reading: a New Model of Grief

Victoria Thompson, University of York: Death, Loss and the Past in the
Icelandic Family Sagas

Ralph Houlbrooke, University of Reading: Public and Private Stuart funerals
Pamela Saunders, University of Sheffield: Funeral Practices in Sheffield

Present at this conference were many academics involved in the field of the culture and

traditions surrounding death, including Gillian Bennet, CECTAL, University of Sheffield:

cultural traditions surrounding death; Shirley Firth, of Southampton University, cross
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cultural and religious approaches to death, and Anne Eyre, Westminster College: death

ritual in Malaysia.

411  Archival and Literary Research

Two main types of archives were used: the Local Archives which are city-based, and all
those of a religious nature. Additionally, the archival resources of museums and their
collections of artefacts, particularly those of the Victoria and Albert Museum in London,

with its magnificent examples of funerary art, were invaluable. In Sheffield, the Anglican

Cathedral has deposited all its archival material in the Local Archives, but this 1s still

undocumented, and therefore entails more careful and analytical research. Early material is
lodged at York, dating from the time when thg parish church was in that diocese. Each
church and/or religious body has its own registers and records. Many are limited, as the
functioning body is only recently established. Others, such as those of the free churches,
go back further. All relevant archives have particular importance in establishing the

existence and history of burial grounds and burials. Sheffield Record Office publishes
Family History Guides:

Census Returns

Monumental Inscriptions

Bishops Transactions

Parish Registers

Copies of Parish Registers held by other Record Offices
Nonconformist Registers

Parish Register from Sheffield Cathedral

Their Guide No. 8 lists registers of burials in churchyards, chapelyards and cemeteries that

NSk wbh=

are held by Sheffield Archives. Access to these registers is by Xerox, microfilm and

microfiche. For church registers after about 1900, original registers can be studied. Burial
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entries in Bishops’ Transcripts are also available. Where the burial ground is still in use,

recent registers are still held by the managing body. For instance, All Saints, Ecclesall is

still in use: the local archives contain registers up to 1950.

The Local Studies Section of Sheffield Libraries and Information Services is a long-
established centre with an excellent record in availability of material and helpfulness of
staff. Its premises are small but well-filled: material not on show can be obtained from
stacks at regular, publicised intervals during the day. It has access to a wide range of
material and is aware of material that is stored at the Archives. There are cuttings files
which pertain to many subjects; local histories and pamphlets; books; maps; photographs;
associated documents and back copies of newspapers on fiche or film. Copies can be
obtained, for research purposes, of most of the material. Whilst there is no computer

database, physical searches are possible and likely to be productive. As in the previous

major study this library was utilised for many aspects of the research.

Literary research utilised several valuable resources; notwithstanding the excellent

resources of the National Centre for English Cultural Tradition and the main University

hbrary, as well as Sheffield’s Central Library and interlibrary loan system, a valuable study

week was held at St John’s College, Oxford, and membership of the Bodleian Library
taken out. The College Library was also the source of interesting documents and

manuscripts. Again, membership of the British Library, both before and after the move to

Paddington, meant that rare manuscripts could be studied, including the magnificent

Durandus work noted in the Bibliography. A rare work, Puckle, 1926, lost to the British
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Library in the bombing of the Second World War, was finally found in the Bodleian
Library. Additionally, the British Library Document Supply Collection at Boston Spa was
visited for periods of lengthy research, and the University interlibrary loan system used to
obtain theses and volumes. The Crookesmoor Library (LLaw), part of Sheffield University,
and the Law Society Library, Sheffield, were primary facilities in the collation of the

relevant laws of burial and creation. Additional information was accessed by STAR and

CD-ROM, as well as via the internet.

4.11.a Unpublished exhumation reports and photographs

These documents are seen as secondary fieldwork evidence. These are available for the

1993 exhumations at Church Street and West Street; others are known to be in existence.

4.11.b Journals

Subscriptions were taken out and copies obtained for the following journals during the

research:

e ‘Funeral Service Journal’ (Independent)
e ‘Pharos International’ (cremation)
e ‘Funeral Director’ (NAFD)

These journals contained information that prompted further aspects of research by

continually monitoring the funeral business, predicting trends and reporting pertinent

business and financial matters.

4.11.c Newspapers and Periodicals
Sheftield has two local newspapers, the ‘Star’ and the ‘Sheffield Telegraph’. These were

collected daily and/or weekly as applicable. In addition the ‘Daily Telegraph’ and the
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‘Sunday Telegraph’ were obtained for the full duration of the research period. It became

apparent that these two national papers would serve as an mnitial indicator of funeral trends

and offered a wide range of funeral news. Nationally, the ‘Daily Telegraph’ has been
purchased since 1959 and is on subscription. It has a style that is appropriate: news items
are reported in depth and with an acceptable level of written English: few national items of
potential, relevant interest are missed. Additionally, it includes ‘features’ which market
recently published works and, more pertinently, it contains a daily feature, ‘Peterborough’,

which is quite likely to close with a choice snippet of news, novelty or humour connected

with death matters, or perhaps an item will include all three aspects. A separate section of

SAFEC contains the ‘Peterborough’ items. All are very short, all are pithy and all reflect

the constant focus of this study: what people do. After a three month trial of the other
nationals during which time very little reference material was printed, subscriptions to
these papers were stopped, but individual copies collected when there was the likelihood
of relevant coverage of the subject. The ‘Radio Times’ was obtained to check on

published broadcast items: such items were recorded. Additionally, acquaintances

contributed pertinent published items. The Local Studies Library has a limited collection

of relevant cuttings concerning local events: research led to the knowledge that this

collection was of moderate use: no collection could be termed ‘complete’.

Papers covered during the research period:

‘Star’
‘Shefheld Telegraph’
‘Gazette’ - free distribution

“Shethield Journal’ - free distribution [now ceased]
“Yorkshire Post’

‘Times’
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‘Sunday Times’
‘Daily Telegraph’
‘Sunday Telegraph’
‘Independent’
‘Guardian’

From the complete range of printed media publications on the open market the criteria
employed were quite subjective: chosen publications could not indeed be described as

‘representative’ or ‘statistically significant’. They were fit for the purpose, and had proven

worth. From 1998 until the present, copies have been collected if they had pertinent
contents. Local ‘free’ publications have been used such as the ‘Gazette’, a weekly tabloid
published as a résumé of the previous week’s ‘Star’ and designed to attract regular

subscribers. Other free publications are the local advertising magazines with little
journalistic content: these contain useful regular items. One such is ‘Grapevine’; published
monthly, it contains the regular advertising feature: ‘Death Matters’. This is ostensibly an

interview about someone’s thoughts on their own death; the questions each month are

similar but include a little variation. For example:

What do you think you’ll die of?

How old will you be?

How would you spend your last day?

What will be your last words?

Do you want to be buried or cremated?

Is there anything you want buried with you?
Whom would you like to attend your funeral?...

However, the opening paragraph explains who this month’s person is, what they are
marketing and contact information. The July 1999 edition includes an advertising article

selling memorials. ‘Westside’ is another free magazine, again with advertising features of

relevance. Items from other publications have been collected on an intermittent basis:
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these have often been voluntarily offered by those who know of the study. None are ever

refused: if they are considered worthy of inclusion by another then the article fulfils the

selection criteria. A comprehensive list of sources is included in the SAFEC Appendix C.

4.11.d Broadcast News and Programmes

Research has been restricted to land-transmitted television channels and BBC 2, 3, and 4
radio stations: some programmes have been recorded. These are included in SAFEC, and
listed in Appendix C. As with newspaper items, knowledge of a forthcoming programme is
frequently volunteered by those who are aware of the study and unsolicited recordings
made and offered. The collection includes radio and television tapes from the broadcasting

authorities when particularly interesting programmes have been missed or a tape proven

faulty.

3. Data selection - reference groups

As noted earlier, the core of the study involves people and their responses to funerals.
Therefore, the selection of possible representative respondents is seen as significant; the
choice of whom to ask must be deliberate and planned, although opportunistic encounters
have their own value. In addition to the databases of respondents and representatives,
further resource lists were established of fellow researchers and academics, bereavement

workers and hospice employees who were willing to act on a consultative level.
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S.1 Respondents: Religious representatives

Previous local respondents were to be used wherever possible. However, some clergy had

moved or were otherwise no longer available. Again, research now required a wider field;
the maximum available: no religion or denomination was to be neglected or ignored. This
then entailed a careful gathering of a database which included all major and minor religions
and denominations found within the city. Religious guides and Directories, City guides and
University resources were utilised. The most recent Sheffield Citizen’s Guide 1s dated
1990; 1t has not been published recently due to financial restraints. However, it did contain
a useful starting point from which to build a frame of reference. Of the 28 Roman Catholic
churches listed, including the Cathedral, some are particularly pertinent in that they are

placed within the area of the old parish of Sheffield. It was planned that research here
would commence with the University Chaplaincy, include clergy at St Marie’s Cathedral
and also include clergy at Mother of God, Abbeydale Road, a church where the clergy
made a Catholic contribution to the very first study. Additionally, clergy working at the

Polish Centre, Ecclesall Road, were to be approached for a pertinent cultural/religious
contribution, and known clergy at Our Lady of Beauchief and St Thomas of Canterbury,

Meadowhead and also St Joseph’s, Handsworth were to be consulted, as were the priests

at St Theresa’s, once the place of the researcher’s employment.

The Church of England section in this Guide is as comprehensive. Known clergy at the
Cathedral, including the previous Provost, had promised their co-operation, as had the
vergers. Prebendary Canon Jane Sinclair is a member of the Church of England Liturgical

Commussion. The vicar of the Anglican church of St Gabriel’s, which figured so strongly
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in the previous major study, was again to be approached for specific information, and the
priests at St Matthew’s, Calver Street, a place of regular personal worship, approached for

precise information about Anglo-Catholic rituals. It was also seen as essential that, within
given denominations and religions, the varying practices encountered were to be studied.
Again, employment within the last few years at several schools with a predominantly
Muslim population, and many teaching staff of Asian origin, has been the source of
excellent and co-operative contacts. With reference to Muslim burials, which are stated in
the BA D49 leaflet to ‘need special local facilities’,” a copy of the report from the
Commission for Racial Equality, ‘Muslim burials: a policy paper’ was obtained and the
Commission consulted with reference to any additional requirements or needs that were or

were not being met. Faith communities, religious leaders, clergy and teachers in the

database thus included:

Church of England Cathedral: Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul
The Very Revd Michael Sadgrove, Provost

The Very Revd John Gladwin, past Provost, now
Bishop of Guildford

Revd Canon Jane Sinclair
Revd Canon Christopher Smith

William Ross, Head Verger

Traditional:  St. John the Evangelist, Abbeydale
Revd Vic Filer

Revd Wilfred Hudson
Revd Brian Cranwell

Low Church: St John, Park
Revd Clive Kemp

Evangelical:  All Saints, Ecclesall
Revd Canon Dr. Peter Williams
Bob Chapman, churchyard information

St Gabriel, Greystones
Revd Pedr Beckley
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Roman Catholic

Methodist

Baptist

United Reformed

Congregational

Pentecostal

Greek Orthodox

Anglo-Catholic: St. Matthew, Carver Street

Cathedral.:

Revd Mark Wakely

Cathedral Church of St Marie
Fr Brian Stocks

St Theresa, Prince of Wales Road
Fr Brian Davies (now at Wombwell)

Our Lady of Beauchief and St Thomas
Fr Mark McManus

Mother of God
Mgr William Kilgannon

Polish Centre
Fr Andrew Pyster

St Joseph, Handsworth
Fr Thomas White

Carver Strect
Revd Jonathan Kerry

Woodhouse
Revd Brian Bullick

Bents Green
Revd Edward Curliss

Cemetery Road
Revd Chris Ellis

Central United Reformed
Revd Frank Beattie

Hillsborough Tabernacle Congregational Church

Revd Martin Hill

Elim Pentecostal

Central, Campo Lane
John Mirfin

St Matthew, Carver Street
Nigel Gotteri
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Unitarian Upper Chapel, Norfolk Street
Revd Geoffrey Usher

Underbank Chapel
Revd Ernest Baker

Quaker — The Religious Society of Friends Friends Meeting House
| Faith Roger

Hebrew Congregations Orthodox Wilson Road (now at Psalter Lane)
Judy Ballin: Burial Society
Teddy Isaacs, historian

Liberal (small cong.) Ranmoor Church hall
Shirley and David Lee

Muslim Sunni - Deobandi Islamic Centre, Wolseley Road
Imran Nazir

Surriya Chauhdry

Sikh ( including Khalsa) Gurdwara — ‘Sikh Temple’

Ellesmere Road North
P. Thandi

Buddhist New Kadampa Tradition Gyaltsabje Buddhist Centre

Nether Edge
Kelsang Shenyen

Friends of the Western Buddhist Order Sheffield Buddhist Centre

Glossop Road
Su Siddhi

Humanist Gordon Sinclair, Hoyland

It was also considered essential that representatives/respondents of faith communities be

drawn from the wider field outside Sheffield: a broader palette would thus emerge for

comparative analysis.
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Religious Respondents: National

] Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell, Bishop of Basingstoke: author: The Liturgy of
Christian Burial, Hell and the Victorians; personal and private interviews

graciously given and assistance ofiered.

2. Revd Dr Peter Jupp, Stamford, National Funerals College, United Reformed.:
interview, advice and responses graciously given.

3. Rev Geoffrey Ste<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>