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All of the material in this piece is derived from the Middle English song, ‘Mirie it is while 

summer ilast’. Throughout the piece, multiple versions of the tune in different keys and with 

different durations combine to form what Ligeti referred to as a ‘tempo fugue’. For example, 

from bs. 1-12 the left hand plays the tune in F-minor ‘in 3’, while the right hand plays the tune in 
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transfers from the right hand to the left hand.  
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fff presto possibile

ppp largo, non legato

senza misura
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*) Hold the initial LH chord until you have completed one or two repetitions of the RH material. Gradually 'slow down' and soften 

the RH while you 'speed up' and louden the LH; once the LH reaches fff presto (the RH will be inaudible at this point), swiftly 

move on to the con fuoco.
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