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Étude II: Flyby  

Performance Notes 

This music consists of repeating-note figures (indicated by large noteheads) that gradually 

emerge from and then disappear into a quiet, background semiquaver stream (indicated by the 

small noteheads).  

al niente & dal niente are used throughout to express this effect. Obviously to follow these 

directions literally is impossible, so the goal should be to create a dynamic illusion; in practice, 

niente may correspond to whatever the given dynamic is for the small noteheads (pppp in b. 2, 

ppp in b. 19 etc.).  

Semiquaver = semiquaver throughout. Therefore, the durations of the large noteheads will vary 

depending on the semiquaver grouping to which they are connected. And due to these ever-

fluctuating durations there are no time signatures.  

Large noteheads are beamed together to emphasise dynamic and phrasal direction; if these 

beams are severed midway through a bar it is only to make the counting of large noteheads 

easier.  

Sustain pedal:  

Depress sustain pedal and hold 

Lift sustain pedal and then immediately depress and hold 

Una corda may be used at the performer’s discretion. 

 

Duration: c. 4’15” 

Completed January, 2021 

© Frederick Viner 
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