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The aims of this dissertation are, first, to place on 

record, so far as is possible, the history of four Yorkshire 

villages, and second, to consider their social and economic 

development with a view to adding some particles of new evi-

dence - however few - to the steadily growing store of 

information on such problems in so far as tne period 1450 -

1650 is concerned. 

Though much has been written on the subject of the 

Percy family and the great share which they have taken in the 

weaving of the complicated pattern of English history, their 

estates - especially their Yorkshire estates - seem to have 

been all but entirely neglected, even by de J:i'onblanque 

and Brenan, the chief Percy annalists. 

Historical interest, combined wit~ a desire to bring 

one stage nearer the completion of Yorkshire local records, 

led the writer to attempt a history of Spofforth in the 

West Riding of Yorkshire. l The present thesis is the 

sequel to that preliminary work. Partly through family 

connections with one village and wartime associations 

wi th several villages in which R.A •. 8'. Stations are or were 

located, the choice of Percy Yorkshire estates to be 

examined fell on Spofforth, Leconfield, Topcliffe and 

Wressel. These were by far the most important - and in the 

cases of Spofforth and Topcliffe - the oldest of the Percy 

I "The Manor of' Spofforth" - E. J. li'isher. 1933 ~r!.A., Thesis, 
University of Leeds. 
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possessions in the country. Moreover, from the standpoint 

or breadth of survey, the choice was rurther recommended by 

the fact that all three divisions or the county would thus 

be represented - the West Riding by Spofforth, the East by 

Leconfield and Wressel, and the North by Topcliffe. 

Earlier work, from 1934 to 1938 had familiarised the 

writer with the chief repository of unpublished material 

bearing on Spofforth - Petworth House, Sussex - where 

study during four summer vacations was made possible by 

the kind permission of the late Lord Leconfield and the 

co-operation of his secretary, Mr. J. H. S. Bennett. 

During those years complete transcripts were made of the 

records of some 1,100 courts, besides innumerable court 

papers, covering a period 1444 - 1815, together with such 

sections of the Ministers' Accounts as referred to Spofforth. 

These were then translated and calendared, the whole work 

covering about 1,800 foolscap sheets of manuscript. Whilst 

this was in process, material referring to other Yorkshire 

properties was encountered and noted, so that when the 

contents of the Spofforth documents proved to be mainly of 

unexceptional character, the extension of the scope of the 

survey to these other estates was made less difficult. 

Extracts from the other manuscripts were compiled during 

the summer and Christmas vacations of 1951, 1952 and 1953 

.1.th the above-mentioned object of presenting as full an 
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account as possible of these four principal Yorkshire 

estates. 

The material consulted at Petworth consists or three 

main categories - (1) court rolls, court books and court 

papers, (2) accounts of such ministers as reeves, bailiffs 

and feodaries, and (3) estate maps and plans. 

When first seen in the pre-war years, the manuscripts 

were in a deplorable state of preservation and the cataloguing 

simple but uninspired. Thanks to the efforts of the fourth -

and present - Lord Leconf'ield, the laudable task of' 

repairing the manuscripts has done much to atone for past 

neglect. A certain amount of renumbering of' the membranes 

has been carried out, but as this was not entirely completed 

at the writer's last visit, ref'erences have been made to the 

general class numbering to which the new classification is 

supplementary. The process of' calendaring the MSS. is being 

continued by Miss G. Beck, the full-time archivist, whose 

appointment has ensured the capable handling of a labour 

long overdue. To her, too, the thanks of the writer are 

to be expressed for her gracious and sympathetic help. 

The maps and estate plans are of two distinct types. 

The maps, nine of which are early 17th century and six 18th 

century, are in most cases of parchment and mounted on 

wooden rollers, but several have been damaged by damp so 

badly that in one case the map is in about a dozen pieces. 
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Most should respond quite well to the repair and restoration 

which is contemplated. The estate plans for many of the 

Yorkshire properties are drawn on parchment but bound in 

with large folios in red morocco leather and recording 

early 17th century surveys. Unfortunately the volumes for 

Spofforth and Topcliffe are missing. 

A short summary of the Yorkshire contents of the 

Petworth muniment room was contributed by the writer to the 

Journal of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society.l The 

accompanying list is a slight amplification of that 

article. All the large Yorkshire maps were photographed, 

and the Y.A.S. now has a print of each of the maps in the 

list. In the folder accompanying this thesis reproductions 

of such maps2 as concern the four lordships are mounted 

in an indexed album which also includes copies of the 

relevant sheets of the 2i tl Ordnance Survey. In all cases 

these sheets have been provided with overlays illustrating 

the coincidences with or variations from the Percy survey 

ot 1577. It is suggested that these maps be consulted along 

w1 th the text. 

Also in the folder are a volume of photographs 

referring to Leconfield and Spofforth - those of the former 

regrettably inadequate - and another volume referring to 

Topcl1fte and Wressel. Amongst the most interesting of 

I Y.A.S.Journal Vol.XXXVIII Part 150. 1953. 

2 The maps or Leconfield (1616) and Wressel (1624) are i 
additional to the items listed in the summary contributed 11 
to the Y.A.S. Journal. x ,. 
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H ..... 

Documentation ot the Four Yorkshire Manors (Petworth MSS.) 

Manor and Hen. Hen. Edw. Ric. Henry Henry Edw. Phil. 
Type of MS. V VI IV III VII VIII VI &: Elizabeth James I Charles I 

Mary 

Le~ontie1d 

Court Rolls 13 3,6,7,11 2,6,7,8, 4,5,6 2,3,6-9, 1;-12,14 11-14,17, 
14,16,23 10,11, 20-27,29, 19-24 

13,25, 31-35,41-
37,38 44 

." '" '" . __ .- ... _-_ .... ~.----.- .... ~ _ .... _ ..... - _.a_.~"", __ '--f------ ..... _ ... - _._-----
Accounts 22 21 8,9,11 16-18,21 -- __ w ___ ' _ .. __ .•. " .- -"._ .... - ---~.-- ...... 
Surveys 1577 1614 

8I!otforth 
Court Rolls 11-15, 2,3 1-6,15, 5-8,. 2,6-11,20 1-21 12-24 

19-20 23 10-12 -29,31-38, 
41-45 

Accounts 20,22, 11,19 8,11,14 16-18, 5,7 
23 21,43 -_ .. _-- >--- ---.. --~ .. -.. ..... -_ .. _ ........ - .... _- f--

Surveys 1577 
.---

T012clif'fe 
Court Rolls 3,14-15 12-16 4-7,10- 4-7,9, 5-6 2-5 2,3,5-11, 1-17 11-24 

29-30 19-22 19,22 13,26-28 18,19,23, 
28-30,33-
37,40,41, 
43-45 ------ _ .. --- _._._- --_._--_._- .. ~~ -----.- .... ~ .. ,.~-.---... _ .. --_. --.--.- .. -- .. _---_._-- --. ----------.... ~ -_ ... -.... _ .. _-

Accounts 1 22 11,12, 8,11,14- 20 5-7 

f,-----.--- 19 18,33 ---.-. - ---_ ... -- --~-~----~- .. ~-- . -.--_.-- .-' ... ,-_ ...•........ _.- .--.-~ ...... -
S1U"veyS . . 1577 

\ 
~ .. 

- --

._----_._---_ ... __ . 



H ..... ..... 

Manor and 
Type of MS. 

\ 

Wresse1 

Court Rolls 

Accounts 

Surveys 

...., ft' 

Hen. 
V 

r-.-.----. 

Documentation of the Four Yorkshire Manors (Fetworth MSS.) (Cont'd.) 

Hen. Edw. Ric. Henry Henry Edw. Phil. 
VI IV III VII VIII VI & 

Mary Elizabeth James I Charles I 

I 
12,14, 20 25,27 I 4,7,9,10, 1-18 11,15-24 

I 

16,17 
, 28,29,31-I 
I 38,41, 

--_._. -- I----
42-44 

11 8,9,11, 16-18,21 5-7 
---_. __ ... - r------ ---_ ... ~---.-.---- 14,15 

f-o--

1577 1613 



or the reproductions is the set - or rather two sets - of 

early plans of Wressel Castle of which the writer made 

tracings as long ago as 1937, but photostats of which are 

now available from the Public Record Office. l 

At first the MSa seem to present a good coverage from 

at least 1473 to 1650. Of the four manors the Topcliffe 

records are the best distributed, only the reigns of r';dward 

V and Richard III not being represented by at least one 

document in a period 1400 to 1650. It is perhaps surprising 

that so large a number of MSS. should have survived when 

the troubled history of the Percies during t~e 15th, 16th 

and 17th centuries is remembered, with the subsequent 

frequent changes of estate ownership as a result of which 

the 'casualty rate' of documents must have been high. 

Although the rolls and books thus listed are the records 

of approximately 1000 courts, their contents are largely 

commonplace. The paucity of the Ministers' Accounts is 

to be deplored, since in the main, such documents are full 

of interesting and valuable information. 

The one MS. which is a common factor to all the four 

manors and whose inrormation is of the utmost value, and 

which can be regarded as a firm standpoint from which the 

observer can look back and forward, is the Percy Survey 

of 1577. This large leather-bound volume includes all the 

Yorkshire estates and is remarkable for its attractively-

1 PRO.Mape and Plans ref.22/43. 
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executed colophons at the head of each section, some of 

which have been reproduced by contact print and are to be 

found in the "Maps, Plans and MSS." Volume in the folder. 

The binding of this handsome book was repaired in 1950 by 

Mr. A. Hasell of the Public Record Office, and the portions 

of the illuminated manuscript which at one time formed 

its front and back end-papers carefullypreserved in 

cellophane. l 

Mainly from these MSS. thus cursorily described, the 

histories of the four Percy manors have been constructed. 

The information gained has been supplemented from entries 

in the various printed calendars, from MSS. in the Public 

Record Office, the British Museum and the Yorkshire 

Archaeological Society, and from Tithe Commutation Maps 

and other parish documents. For permission to consult 

these last sources, the writer wishes to acknowledge the 

help of the last two Rectors of Spofforth, the Revs. E. o. 

Butler and A. N. Leese, the late Rector of Kirkby Overblow, 

Rev. Dr. R. L. Bellamy, and the last Steward of the 

Rectorial Manor of Spofforth, the late A. Brett, Esq., M.A. 

For the bulk of the photographs, thanks are to be 

expressed to Mr. K. Crowther, B.Sc., M.Ed., and for sometimes 

helpful and always interesting conversations in fields, 

churches and village inns, to the Bcores of local inhabitants 

who have borne sympathetically with the writer's inquisitive 

I A similar Survey of the Percy Northumberland Estates at 
the same date is to be found at Alnwick Castle. 
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questions and requests for access to private property. 

Finally, had it not been for the helpful and patient 

guidance of Mr. M. W. Beresford of the University of Leeds, 

with his discouragement of the diffuse and his restraint 

of enthusiasm for the picturesque at the expense of 

essentials, this piece of research could not have reached 

its present form, however imperfect that may still be. 

A great part of the second aim of the dissertation can 

perhaps best be summarised in the words of one who was 

intimately concerned with its subject-matter - the 9th Earl 

of Northumberland:-

"The tenures of ther landes and customes would be 

knowen as well in the general 1 as of the perticular provinces 

townes jurisdictions Signoryes; as also in what sortt they 

receave ther reuenues whether by way of mony or in kind or 

parte one way part an other; what assurances the Lorde 

bathe from the tenaunt or the tenaunt from the Lorde; 

whether lett for yeares or for lyves; then agayne whether 

they take annual rentes or fynes or boethe; then the 

sepuises they owe to ther Lordes would not be forgotten; 

ther mannors of sales, assurances, morgages you shall doe 

well not to be ignorant of and what the generall rates of 

ther landes are solde at; the measuring of ther landes 

whether by acre or any other common measure perticular to 

themselves would be looked into; the natures of ther 

groundes whether sandy, grauells, clayes, black moldes, 

xv i 



heathy, stoney, wod~y, drye groundes would alIso be 

obserued; for soe may you, by computacon quantite for 

quantite consider the yealdings of those states to ours; the 

quantites of wines, of grass, of graynes, th~t ther acres 

doe yeald would alIso be noted, as alIso to compare the 

biggeness of ther acres with ours or any other measures ••• .,l 

The writer is only too well aware that this second aim 

has not been fully achieved, but ascribes this lack of 

complete success partly to the lack of consideration shown 

by Percy clerks and officials in preserving so few fully

detailed records of their activities, though perhaps the 

more honest confession would be to admit John Norden's 

gentle reproof that "the mist of partial observation has 

dazzled his eyes".2 

At least it is hoped that the collating of so much 

hitherto unpublished material will fulfil the purposes of 

clarifying the records of four once-great Percy possessions, 

of only one of which - Wresse13 - has any other attempt 

been made to give a coherent account, and to enable future 

students to make their own deductions for even wider 

research. 

1 PET.MS. No.24 The 9th Earl's "Letter of Advice to his Son". 
Original. folio 6.( repaired and bound by D.L.Swain 1952. 
Reprinted in Grose s Antiquarian Repertory 1809 Vol.IV. 
p.375, and reprinted 1937, edited by G.B.Harrison. 

2 Surveyor's Dialogue 1618 edn. Book 6. 

3 "An Historical Account of the Parish of Wressle in the 
East Riding of the County of York" London 1797 anon. 
(Savage?) B.Mus. Cat.of Pr.Bks. 291 D.2. 
A later edition (abbreviated) was produced by J. Savage 
in 1805 under the ti tIe "History of 1Nressle". 
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LECONFIELD 

Section 1 

The Lordship To-day 



The village of Leconfield lies between the 25 and 50 

foot contour lines, on almost flat land which slopes gently 

to the banks of the River Hull two miles away to the east. 

The Hull is tidal throughout the stretch which lies within 

the lordship. 

The area is drained by (a) Bryan Mills Beck and (b) 

Scorborough Beck, which unite to form Aik Beck; (c) Ella 

Dyke whose main source is the Flashwell Spring, which 

provided the supply for the moat of the Old Manor House, 

later becoming the Catchwater Drain and finally Arram Beck; 

(d) Bullock Dyke which provided an outflow for the Manor 

House moat, and (e) Stork Dyke (now partly South Bullock 

Dyke) which for much of its length marked the southern 

boundary ot the lordship. All these streams are tributaries 

ot the Hull which forms the eastern boundary of the manor. 

The district is damp, with water close to the surface, 

since the whole of the manor except an inconsiderable portion 

in the west and south-west lies on the 25-foot contour or 

below. The drainage streams are sluggish, only one - and 

then outside the lordship - of sufficient head to drive a 
1 

corn mill. This is Bryan Mills, which was powered by an 

undershot wheel rotated by the beck which was dammed for 

some 300 yards to make this possible. 

Until the arrival of mains water supply, the provision 

of drinking water must have constituted a great problem. 

1 0.8.2i" Ref.54/04.015464 
1. 



Most of the springs, which lie at or near the foot of the 

50 foot contour, present a most forbidding aspect to-day -

the appearance of the Flashwell Spring especially belying 

its name. On the west of the lordship there still exists 

a large number of water pumps, mostly hand-operated and 

used for watering stock. These lie mainly between the 75 

and 50 foot contours. A short distance north of the 

second milestone on the Beverley to Leconfield road, a 

bridge across a small ditch is known as Pump bridge. This 

is referred to in an account of' 1541, when repairs to the 
1 

fence of the Cottswood as far as "Ie Pompe" were mentioned. 

It is just possible that the pump was utilised f'or drinking 

water, but more likely that it helped remove excess water 

from the Manor House moat when the supply from the Flashwell 

Spring exceeded re~uirements. 

Besides Leconfield village, the lordship also comprised 

Scorborough, a mile to the north, and Arram about a mile and 

a half to the east. 

Even to-day the whole district is sparsely populated, 

the majority of the present day farmsteads standing where 

their seventeenth century predecessors stood. Few newly 

constructed buildings are to be found. The static population 

is to be accounted for, no doubt, by the limited productivity 

of the area, partly due to flooding to which the eastern 

part of the district is prone, even to-day, in spite of an 

1 PRO,Min.Acc.SC6/4284 
2. 



elaborate system of drainage dykes, locks, pumping stations 

and a most impressive series of embankments on the River 

Hull, Arram Beck and Aik Beck. 

In the case of all three members of the lordship, the 

occupied settlement was well to the west of the appurtenant 

territory. Of the three, Arram ~ared worst, situated as 

it was, and is, close to the high water mark o~ ordinary 

tides on Arram Beck, and open to ~looding from the north 

where Aik Beck is tidal to a point almost a mile west of 

Arram; though this danger has been minimised in more modern 

times by the construction of the relief waterways such as 

the Beverley and Barmston Drain. 

The whole lordship is served by only one Class A road, 

running north and south, and one unclassified road, east 

to west, linking Arram with Leconfield. The fact that 
I 

there is not one ~erry across the Hull between Hull Bridge 
2 

on the Beverley - Leven road, and Wilfholme, shows both the 

sparse nature of the population and the lack of demand for 

east-west transit, as most business is done with Beverley 

or Hull. 

The soil is mainly boulder clay and varies from light 

gravels to heavy sticky soil, these two extremes being 

fo~d closely associated, in the haphazard fashion 

characteristic of this type of deposit. Much of the eastern 

1 O.S. 2t Sheet 54/04.055416 
2" "". 063471 



section or both Leconfield and Scarborough, and almost all 

the land in Arram is peaty 'carr' land, overlying the 

boulder clay. 

For these reasons it is evident that with the lack of 

uniformity in geological formation, a standardised general 

rotation of crops is impracticable. To-day there is much 

arable farming in both Leconfield and Scorborough, the 

cropping varying from land unit to land unit. On the heavier 

lands beans are still grown in considerable quantities as one 

feature of the rotation, whilst on the lighter soils peas 

rorm a common crop. Spring sowing of wheat is the usual 

practice, in preference to autumn sown seed which is often 

loosened by frost in the types of soil prevalent. Especially 

towards the east of the region the land is sour and requires 

heavy liming to produce maximum fertility; yet there are 

extensive stretches of permanent pasture of excellent 

quality. 

Once well-wooded, as is witnessed by the 16th century 

surveys and the 17th century plan, the whole region shows 

to-day only a scanty stock of trees, the majority of these 

being located in hedgerows. Many of those once surrounding 

the old manor house were felled about 1920 - mostly oak, 

ash and elm. Those which remain are, in the main, softwood 

of recent growth. 

The dearth of large trees or stretches of woodland is 

partly explained, no doubt, by the presence of the Royal 



Air Force Station established there in the mid-1930's, 

whose buildings, runways and perimeter track occupy what was 

once the Coursing Park and the Old Park, interrupting the 

road to Arram. 

But for this great addition both to the population and 

to the built-up area, Leconfield would still consist of the 

church, the vicarage, school, 18th century manor house, 

and the few brick cottages which house the majority of the 

283 persons with whom Leconfield and Arram were credited in 

the Census of 1931. 



LECONFIELD 

Section 2 

History of the Lordship 
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Much of Leconfield and all Scorborough formed part of 

the extensive post-conquest grant to the Percy family, 

sharing this distinction with Spofforth, Tadcaster and 

Topcliffe. As in the case of those three other lordships, 

Leconfield, too, had shown an increase in value over the 
1 

pre-Conquest assessment - 33% in this instance. It had 

obviously escaped the worst effects of the Harrying of the 

North, perhaps sharing the immunity enjoyed by 2everley 

whose northern boundaries it adjoined. The Church of 

St. John of Beverley held property in Cherry Burton, Molescroft 

and Lockington, whilst the Archbishop of York's possessions 

included Aik and Eske. The now deserted village of 
2 

Raventhorpe which also belonged to Beverley completed a 

ring of ecclesiastical holdings encircling Leconfield 

lordShip - held by a noble who appears to have stood high 

in the king's confidence. 

The development of Leconfield in the following 

centuries is traceable only from a series of isolated and 

miscellaneous recorded entries to interpret which frequently 
3 

requires much imagination. 

1 Bawdwen's Domesday 1809. pp. 57, 61, 80 and 169 
2 Y.A.J. XXXVIII (1952) Lost Villages of Yorkshire II 

M. W. Beresford. p. 67 
3 Many such records are to be found in the Percy Chartulary 

(Surtees Society Vol. 113) and must be linked where 
possible with the family history as traced by 
de Fonblanque and Brenan. 
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The Percy interest in the lordship passed via the 

Oountess of' Warwick and her younger sister AgD.es to Henry 

6th Baron Percy, whose wif'e Sybil or Isabel de Brus of' 

Skelton brought as part of' her dowry f'urther lands in the 
I 

Leconfield area. 

In the lengthy dispute between Richard 7th Baron and 

his nephew William, Leconfield remained in the hands of 
2 

the former, who seems to have resumed the policy of estate 

development, acquiring land in Arram from the family of 
3 

Agellum and in Raventhorpe from the family of that name~ 

The loth Baron and 1st Lord Percy of Alnwick gained royal 

licence, in 1308, to crenellate his manor houses at 

Leconfield, Spofforth and Petworth - an indication that 

Leconfield was regarded by the Baron as at least his 
5 

second most important Yorkshire seat. 

After the transfer of the tenure on which Leconfield 

was held from fee simple to fee tail - a process which had 
6 

taken place in 1334 - the 2nd Lord granted parts of Scorborough 
7 

to his younger son Thomas, Bishop of Norwich, who later 

gained more land in the district from the Middleton family, 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 

Y.A.S. Mss. Md.59.2. and Percy Ohartulary No. MOMII 
Percy Ohart. No. VI 
Percy Ohart. Nos. 299, 301, 311, 315, 316, 320, 322, 323, 
332, 340 and 360. The Agellum family is referred to also 
in the Book of Fees (H.M.S.O.) as holding 1 bovate in 
Oatton in 1302/3, and is mentioned in Pedes Finium 
Ebor. p. 105. 
Percy Ohart. No. OOOLXVII. 
O.P.R.4th Oct., 1308. 
Percy Ohart. No. DXXIII. 
O.P.R. 9.Ed.III.m.12. 8. 



whose chief estates were at Middleton and Stockeld in the 
1 

Lordship of Spofforth. 

The close of the 14th century saw the Lordship thriving; 

the Poll Tax Return of 1377 recording 77 persons in Leconfield 

who paid 67/- in tax, and 25 in Scorborough who paid 25/-

tax. Though these returns made no mention of specific 

tradesmen perhaps craft specialisation in so small a 

community as Leconfield was rendered less necessary by the 

nearness of Beverley. The grant of a licence to hold a 

fair at Leconfield - made in 1383 - is somewhat difficult 
2 

to justify if the last explanation is accepted. 

From the 1st Earl of Northumberland, Leconfield along 

with other Yorkshire estates, was transferred in 1400 on a 

sixteen-year lease to the Earl's younger brother, Thomas 
3 

Earl of Worcester, but in the subsequent military and 

political misfortunes of the Percies, was declared forfeit 

to the Crown in 1405. 
4 

Amongst a number of crown grants Henry IV granted 

Leconfield to his son John, Earl of Bedford and his heirs 

1 

2 

3 
4 

Percy Chart. No. DXLIV. 
In 1343 the first extant example of a lease occurred, 
when 26 acres of tilled land together with common 
pasture for two bovates, turbary rights and the 
privilege of lopping and felling all trees except oaks 
and pear trees~ were leased for life to Richard 
Buttemount, Rector of Leconfield and John Buttemount, 
cleric, for 32/8 per year. 
Percy Chart. No. 567. Renewed in 1344 (No. 593) and 
1349 (No. 631). 
Cal.Ch.Rolls. May 8, 1383, weekly market on Tuesday, 
and yearly fair. See also Thoresby Soc.Pub.Vol.XXXIX 1940. I 
C.P.R. 1.Hen.IV.Aug.6.m.31. 
C.P.R. 5.Hen.IV.Oct.26.m.21 and C.P.R.6.Hen.IV.July 

Q. 
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male. l The grantee continued to enjoy the estates until 

about 1416, since in that year he received a royal award 

of three thousand marks per year in compensation ror the 

loss of the Percy estates which were then regranted to 

Henry 2nd Earl of Northumberland t grandson of the first 
2 

Earl who had been killed at Bramham Moor in 1408. 

The second Earl seems to have made Leconfield one of 

his principal residences, since five of his children were 
3 

born there between 1421 and 1428. It is stated - though 

without authority being quoted - that Henry VI stayed at 
4 

Lecon£ield in 1448. If this be historically true, the visit 

may have been one of a disciplinary nature, since no less 

than 34 of the Earl's tenants figured in a gaol delivery in 

1446 - no doubt the result of some fairly large-scale 

breach of the peace, though no hint can be discovered as 

to its identity. 

After the Earl was killed in 1455 at the First Battle 

of St. Albans, his widOW, Eleanor, daughter of the Earl 

of Westmoreland gave the advowson of Leconfield Church to 

the Premonstratensian Abbey of St. Mary the Virgin at 
5 

Alnwick. 

1 C.P.R. 6.Hen.IV.June 27 m.lO. 
2 Close Rolls 4.Hen.V.m.17.April 14th 1416. 
3 A.H.P. I.p.64. 
4 Op.cit. p. 73, and History or Beverley - Oliver quoting 

Tickell, 'Hull'. 
5 Cal.Inq.ad Q.D. 1821. No.21(34-39). 
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After the 3rd Earl's death at Towton in 1461, Edward 

IV made a grant for life to Sir Robert Constable of the 

stewardship of Leconfield, amongst other ex-Percy estates,l 

whilst at about the same time Leconfield and Arram were 

awarded to Eleanor the widow of the third Earl, to support 

her for the rest of her life. Then along with Scorborough 

and other manors the estate was to revert to the king's 

brother, George, Earl of Clarence. 2 

At some date closely following, the Earl of 

Northumberland regained his property, though no evidence 

is available beyond a Court Roll entitled "The Great Court 

and Sheriff's Tourn of Henry Percy Earl of Northumberland 

held on Wednesday next after the Feast of St. Wilfred •••••• 

13 Ed.IV. ,,3 

Shortly afterwards the Earl granted a great proportion 

of his northern estates, including Leconfield and the 

advowson of its church to a number of feoffees, Sir Thomas 

Ursewyke, Ralph Hotham, whose family held land in 

Scorborough and Cranswick nearby, Sir Guy Fairfax and 

several clerics. By or from these feoffees the estates 

must have been leased to William, "Marquess Barkeley als 

Earl Marshall and Notyngham" since in 1489 the fifth Earl 

1 C.P.R. Aug. 8 1461 m.26. 
2 C.P.R. Aug.lO. 1462. 
3 Pet.MS.MCR.21.D.3.IB. 
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of Northumberland recovered the estates from that nobleman. 

One of the earlier feoffees was also a party to the recovery 

as the new Earl was still a minor. l His father who had 

spent much time on his northern manors, was at Leconfield 

in July, 1488 and in April, 1489 was killed by rioters at 

Topcliffe. His body was brought with much ceremony to 

Wressle and thence to Leconfield for final interment in 

Beverley Minster. The total cost of the funeral was 
2 £1,040. 

The young Earl was still a minor and his lands still 

remained in the hands of feoffees. A court roll of 1491 

is entitled tlof Master William Potteman, Provost of the 

Collegiate Church of St. John of Beverley".3 In 1492 the 

heading reads: "of Sir GuY Fairfax and Master William 

Potteman"t and in 1496 "of Master William Rylleston and 

otherstt~ Not until 1499 does the familiar styling "of 

Henry Percy ••••• " again appear, and the evidence of 

ownership is repeated in 1502. 

Twenty years later in 1519, the Court is styled "of 

William, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sir George Neueuell of 

1 Cal. Inq.P.M. No 477. 
2 A.H.P. App. XLIV quoting Alnwick lVISS. 

3 Pet.MCR.22.D.3.l8 Oct.6.Hen.VII. 

4 Pet.MCR.29 D.3.l8. 
5 Pet. MCR.33 D.3.18. 
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Bergavenny, Sir William Blount of Mountjoy and other 

feoffees and receivers of the lands and tenements of Lord 

Henry Earl of I':orthumberland" ; a form which continued 

until 1522.1 

In these changes of possession can be seen the results 

of the further political misfof'tunes of the Percies. 2 

Although there is here a gap in manuscript evidence up 

to 1534, it seems likely that the 6th Earl had resumed 

control at an earlier date, since in 1528 he granted the 

office of Forester of Leconfield to his uncle, Sir William 

percy.3 After the 6th Earl's grant in 1537 the lordship 

remained Crown Property for the next twenty years. 

Crown grants of offices were fre~uent at this time.4 

In 1550 John then Earl of Warwick was granted by the Crown 

1 Pet.MCR.33. Oct.lO Hen.VIII. 
2 The fifth earl, who at the early age of 21 had been 

among the commanders of the troops sent against Lord 
Audley's revolt (N.H.B. 1905.p.xviii.), had incurred 
the disfavour of the new King and in 1510 had been 
fined £10,000 (A.H.P.Vol.l.p.32l). In 1516 he had spent 
several weeks in the Tower as a result of a quarrel with 
Wolsey. The alleged dishonesty ,of some of his executive 
officers combined with the royal state which he maintained 
at Wressle and Leconfield resulted in temporary 
impoverishment. On his death in 1527 his brother-in-law, 
the Earl of Cumberland, described the heavy expenses of 
the funeral, and the neceSSity of pledging the Earl's 
plate to St. l1ary's Abbey at York to raise sufficient 
money to satisfy creditors. The late Earl's debts were 
assessed at £17,000, of which £lC,OOO were arrears to 
the Crown (A.H.P. Vol.l p.380.). Little wonder that 
estates had to be pledged to others under such 
circumstances. 

3 A.H.P. p.411 quoting Syon House MSS. 
4 L. & P. XIII Pt.II No.1520,XVII No.1258,XIX No.1036 1'.14 b. 
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the Lordship and Parks of Leconfield along with a large 

amount of miscellaneous lands once monastic property.l Two 

years later John, now Duke of Northumberland received by 

Crown grant the manor of Cherry Burton adjacent to 

Leconfield, and once the property of the late College of 

St. John of Beverley.2 

By 1553 the Duke of Northumberland had fallen from 

power, the new Queen granting for life to Sir Thomas 

Wharton Q.C., the "lordship or Manor of Leconfield ••••• 

with the office of keeper of the capital house and new 

lodge •••• and the orchards there, bailiff and collector, 

keeper of Arram Carr, and of ponds there called lez Motes, 

and lez Borders Spinarum, keeper of the thre~ parks, the 

herbage and pannage of the same and paler of the same".3 

A few days before this grant, royal pardon was given to 

John Eglest'eld "Esq. of Leconfield Park" who had been 

appOinted to the above offices in 1542.4 

Sir Thomas Percy had been created seventh Earl of 

Northumberland in 1555 and perhaps in recognition of his 

family's loyalty to Rome and their recent misfortunes, the 

new Earl received the remainder of his family estates, 

including "the Castle, Lordship, Manor and Parks of 

1 CPR.20 May 1550 
2 CPR.21 Nov.1552 
3 CPR.20.0ct.1553 
4 CPR.12 Oct.1553 
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Leconfield tl which had been in the hands of the Crown or 

Crown nominees since 1537.1 

The lordship remained Percy property for only a short 

time. Although the Court Roll of 1567 still retained the 

title "of Thomas Percy Earl of Northurnberland,2 1570 saw a 

royal bailiff established at Leconfield,3 as a result or 

the rising of the Northern Earls. 

Seven years later the Percy heir, Sir Henry, was 

created eighth Earl of Northumberland and regained his 

estates. 

In 161S Leconfie1d and a great deal of Yorkshire 

property was leased to Francis Earl of Cumberland and others, 

presumably for a 21-year lease, since Leconfield was once 

more in Percy hands ih 1636.4 

From then onwards the manor and lordship descended in 

the same fashion as the rest of the Percy Yorkshire estates -

falling to the Wyndham family about 1749 and thence to the 

descendants who chose this remote East Riding village as the 

origin of the newly created Barony. Lord Leconfield sold 

the last remnants of the estates about 1922. The patronage 

of the vicarage still remains in his hands. 

1 Pet.MeR.I06 25 Sept.4/SP. & M. 
2 Pet.MCR 16 Apr. lS67. 
3 CSP(Dom)Add.p.32S Nov.l.1S70. 
4 Pet.MCR.12 March 1636. 
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section 3 

Land Distribution and Utilisation 
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(a) General Observations 

Before commencing a discussion and description of the 

distribution and utilisation of land in the district it 

seems appropriate to quote in extenso the Bounder of the 

lordship as it appears in the 1577 Survey. 

'Begining at a place called Bowam Hooke in the Est pte 

therof and so along the Ryver of Hull to Ake Bekk and so 

west-warde up the sd Ake Bekk to a place called Est pke 

nooke & up a diche between Ake feild and Scorburgh Est 

partes to Lockington Est lnges at the north And from thence 

up a dyke betwen the sd Lockington Est lnges & Est ptes 

of the sd Brodbek to midle pke nooke And from thence 

northward up a dyke on the north between Lockington lnges 

& the Middle Park to Lockington Carr And from thence west

ward up a ditch between Lockington Carr unto the Broade 

Bekke And so westward up the sd bekk to turners lodge And 

so from thence up a bekk betwixt Lockington Carr and turners 
. . 

lodge northwestwards to a place called '.va thcarr Nooke And so 

from thence westwards up a bekk still to Lockington Sleight 
"-

acres And so from thence up a dyke betwixt the sd Sleight 

acres and Mylne pkes on the southwest to a place called 

Blythe Wray And from thence up Scorburghe Millne Bekke on 

the southwest to half an acre of the Lo.landes in the tenure 

of Thomas Browne lying in Lockington Sleight Acres aforesd 

And so up an old dich betwixt the sdiacre and Lockington 

Sleight Acres extending nortwest and after turning southwest 
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with the aforesd bekk And so west up the sd bekk to a place 

called Asledones And from thence west up an old dyke between 

Lockington sleight Acres & Asledones aforesd to a place 

called Thornie Hill & so north to Bryane Millne Becke And 

so west to Bryane Millne And from the sd Millne still west 

up along the sd bekk to Snawe Close Nooke And from thence 

south to Cleyinge Nooke And so still south between Bondman 

leeson and Scorburghe west Feild to a place called Scorburghe 

Belay And to a balke called Church Balke And so West up the 

sd balke to the Oxpasture yate called Church Balke yeat And 

from thence to Westwood Close Nooke And so still west up a 

dyke betwixt Scorburgh Beley & Westwood Close southwest to 

a lane called Oxpasture Lane or Beverley Street end And so 

west up the sd lane to a place called the Gravyl pitt & so 

north to litle beley yeate And from thence west to Lockington 

Wood Nooke And from thence by Gottwood Nooke west to Chirrie 

Burton feild & from Chirrie Burton feild to the west side of 

Colstrope als Coustrope Close Nooke and so south to the New 

Pke pale of Lekenfeild And so along upon the outeside of 

the sd pale ioyninge upon the feilds of Chirrie Burton & 

Mousecroft Unto the Highe Street or lane that goeth from 

Lekenfeild to Beverley adioyninge to the Olde Pke And so 

along the est side of the sd Olde Fke pale unto the Well 

Close Nooke upon the est & so from thence to a place called 

Stork ,Clow ioyninge est upon the sd River of Hull comonly 

called Hull Water And so along the water to Arram Clowes And 
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from Arram Clowes north up the sd water to Bowham als 

Bowam Nooke first named.' 

A marginal note added in 1602 remarks:-

'Md. that it shall be very nedeful for the Lo. of the Manour 

to cause the bounder to be gone over by the baliffe & certon 

of the Tenaunts every 3 yeares choosing part of the 

ancientest to instruct and part of the yonger sort to Ierne' ,1 

almost the words and certainly the spirit of John Norden's 
2 

instructions. 

The 1577 bounder runs almost exactly along the line of 

the modern parish boundary and can be followed with little 

difficulty on the ordnance survey map. 

Although the Petworth collection includes court rolls 
• 

for Leconfield only less numerous than those referring to 

Spofforth and Topcliffe, there are singularly few detailed 

references to indicate the utilisation of land at the various 

phases of the period under examination. An occasional 

mention of a field name in the court rolls and the inclusion 

of certain clues in the two estate plans, together with the 

preceding observations on the topography of the district 

form the basis of the following statements. 

Leland's remarks on the nature of the countryside are 

not very informative, since they are too generalised:-

1 Pet.I577 Survey foI.123-6. 
2 "Surveyor's Dialogue" Book III. Article 2 of the Charge 

of the Court of Survey. 
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'And al this way by twixt York and the Parke of 

Lekenfeld ys meately fruteful of Corn and Grasse, but it 

bathe litle wodde.' 1 The district to which he refers is 

the Wold country through which he would pass via Market 

Weighton. 

Humberston is rather more explicit:- 'The Manour •••• 

ys scituate in a country very plentyfull of goode corne 

soyle, pasture grounde, medow and woodland. ,2 

The Petworth Survey of 1577, as might be expected, 

gives the fullest account:-

'The soyle of the sd lordshipe is verie good and 

fruteful & lyeth in a plentifull parte of the countrie 

especially for victuals of all kindes both flesh, corne, 

fishe & foule Howbeit they are many tymes moche trobled 

wuth water because the Countrie ther lyeth verie leuell.,3 

(b) Arram Carr 

Approximately one fifth of the lordship was made up by 

Arram Carr,4 even to-day a marshy tract penetrated only by 

footpaths and bridle tracks and containing not a single 

building. The area lies between Aik Beck and Arram Beck, 

both of which are still carefully embanked to a height of 

some twelve feet above normal level, though that does not 

1 Itinerary Vol.I.fo1.50 

2 Humberston's Survey,Yorks.Arch.Journal Vol.XVII.p.143. 
3 Petworth 1577 Survey f01.122. 
4 The Census acreage is 3,624. The 1616 map quotes the 

Carr as 565 acres. 
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prevent periodic flooding to some extent. The River Hull 

is even more impressively embanked, the crest of the banking 

being twenty feet above ground level in some places. 

Impassable areas of reedy marsh, though now limited in 

size, are still to be seen, especially on the east bank of 

the Hull opPosite the mouth of Arram Beck. These Carrs 

are frequently mentioned in manuscript and printed sources. 

This was the area, originally seamed with ditches and 

stretches of open water which in the Domesday Survey was 

described as yielding 6,400 eels per year. 

Here the inhabitants of Leconfield and Arram had 

rights of common and fishing, but as the Earl was inclined 

to preserve this district at certain times for his own 

pleasure, his custom, first noted in 1517 was to pay the 

reeve of Leconfield 13/4 per year in compensation for the 

interruption of the tenants' privileges. 1 The 1517 entry 

noted that the payment was 'for this year as before.' 

Earlier, in 1485, the Carr had been described as 'the 

Lord's Waste,.2 The preservation of the game did not 

preclude all fishing by the tenants, however, since in 

1520 a pain prohibits the using of 'spawne netts in the 

Carra,.3 

There was a swannery in the Carr which yielded 40 

1 pet.MAC.D.9.13.8/9 Hen.VIII. 
2 Pet.MCR.3 Hen.VII. 
3 Pet.MCR.33.D.3.18. 
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cygnets in 1517, each sold at 2/-. This sale however, 

showed only a narrow margin or prorit over the expenditure 

that year or 75/- on 27i quarters or corn to feed the swans 

during rrosty weather. l Besides this, the Carr surplied the 

Lord's household with 20 cygnets per year.2 

When the property was assumed by the Crown in 1537 the 

appraisers noted:- 'Ther belongs to the Manour of' Lekyngreld 

••• Arrom Carr wherin are many breding Swannes arJ.d good 

fishing wch was reserued for thErles plesure and may now be 

let by the King for £20.,3 In the same year the number of 

swans was returned as 129 or which 17 were 'breders', 

85 'avengers' and 27 cygnets.4 

Henry VIII apparently preferred to maintain the 

private preserve, as an expenditure noted in 1542 ran:

••••• money laid out by the King's command for fishing and 

rewards for fishing and rish at Leconfield and Thornton 

••••• £5.,5 This was probably an echo of the King's visit 

to Leconfield in 1540. 

The fishing was described in 1537 as being 'in Arrome 

Carr 2 miles by i or a mile, wherin is great abundance of 

pykes, tenches, breames, carpes, roches, and dyvers other 

kyndes of fyshes wch also hathe ben researued for the Lo.'s 

1 Pet.NAC.D.9.l3. 
2 N.H.B. p.198. 
3 L & P.F&D.XII.II.p.398 
4 PRO.R&S.No.959 
5 L&P • Iil&D. XVII .No.1258. 
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plesure.,l 

The Carr had its own o~~icers2 - a keeper and four 

under-keepers, sometimes known as swanherds. In 1542 John 

Eglesfeld was appointed by the Crown as keeper of the carr,3 

whilst in 1553 Sir 'l'homas',"Jharton received a life grant 

from Queen Mary of' the keepership of the Carr, the Lioa ts 

and 'lezBorders Spinarum,.4 The moats were probably those 

round the Old il!anor house and the New Lod::e in the New Park. 

In 1570 Humberston recorded:-

'To the sd P.1anour alsoe belongyth a grea te ~enne called 

the Carre wherin therle hath a greate marke of Swannes and 

alsoe many wylde Swannes bredyng ther yerely and very moche 

other wylde foule & a very pro~ittable fyshyng wch therles 

have alwa1es reserued to their owne possession for thuse and 

comodyte o~ ther Howse, and appoynted ~oure ~{epers or 

overseers as well o~ the foule as the f'yshe & euery o~ them 

hath for his travayle or paynes about the same 3/4 And 

wheras the tenauntes had comen o~ pasture in the same in 

dry'yeres the dry~t o~ the cattle dyd dysturbe the bredyng 

of the·wyld fowle and especialy of the wyld Swannes, the 

late ErIe compounded with the tenauntes to forbere there 

comon in that ~enne and payeth them yerely in recompense 

I PRO.R&S No.959 
2 Perhaps the demesne messuage and garth in Arram, called 

Poole Garth or Swan Garth, was part of the ~erquisites 
of one of the Keepers. (Pet.MS.1614 Survey.) 

3 L&P.F&D.XVII.No.1258. 
4 C.P.R. 20.0ct.1 Mary. 

23. 



II! 

thero~ 13/4 1 And ther are in the carre at this survey by 

the confession of the swannerdes 47 whyte Swannes & all the 

sygnettes are to be marked and put out, by cause no man 

hath warraunte to take them. ,2 

The business o~ swandealing presented its difficulties. 

In 1542 John Marche, George Hoton and 12 others were paid 

a sum ot: 13/4 "t:or their labours in catching and pinioning 

46 cygnets, over a period of 20 days ".3 This sum was 

invariable.- the same wages being paid for the catching of 

60 cygnets in 1543.4 

The prohibition of pasture did not extend to ducks, a 

pain ot: 1567 instructing that all such were to be pastured 

there rather than near Arram Green and the common fields. 5 

Another pain ot: 1585 ordered that the 'east end of the Carr 

by the east end of the fishing lade shall be furthed ( i.e. 

left empty) every year from Lady Day in Lent until the 

wether grow sur and·the grownd firme aboute St. Elyn Day 

and not be broken but by consent of the Lo.'s officers and 
6 the by1awmen of both towns'. 

1 The "recompense" of 13/4 was paid by the Collector for 
Leconfie1d to the Churchwardens of Lecon~ield Church 
as an annuity (PRO.Min.Acc.SC 6/4286) 

2 Survey.Y.A.S.XVII.143. 
3 PRO.Min.Acc.SC 6/4285. 
4 PRO. BC 6/4286. 
5 Pet.MCR.25 Oct. 7 E1iz. 
6 Pet.MCR.21 Apr.27 E1iz. 
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Poaching in the Carr still continued; five defendants 

in 1581 were presented "quod tremula harundine pisces 

captaverunt in stagno de Arrome" and were fined 2/- each. 

One of the defendants was Samuel Culverwell, rector of 

Cherry Burton. l 

The Percy Survey of 1577 gives further information. 

After noting that it had been a recognised fact throughout 

the 16th century that the possessors of Leconfield had had 

special fishing rights in Arram Carr, the account continues:

'Mr. J. Hotham of Scorbrough Esq. hath restrayned the 

fyshynge in Scorbrough Ynges and occupieth the same to and 

for himselfe and setteth by daye and nyghte nettes for all 

Mann' of fyshe, by reason wherof as well the frye as the 

great fyshe yssueinge from tyme to tyme out of the Lo. Carr 

• • • • • are in danger to be destroyed ••••••• And the fyshe 

and fyshynge therof ys preserued ••• for the plesure a~d 

use of the sd ErIe wthout that anie other person hath anie 

ryghte to fyshe in the same. Whych Carr conteyneth in 

compas two myles and a ha1fe or therabouts,.2 

The north east boundary of the Carr, dividing it from 

Lock1ngton and Aike Carrs was and 1s still called Boundary 

I DYke. 3 

The 1577 Survey continues; 'The sd ErIe hath alIso the 

1 Pet.MCR 20 Oct. 23 Eliz. 
2 Pet. Survey 1577 fo1.130. 
3 See 1616 plan and O.S. 2t" 54/04. 
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free fyshynge of Hull Watter from Bowgham Nooke to Stork 
1 Clowe And the fre fyshynge of Bullock Dyke bothe which are 

graunted unto certayne his tenauntes for certayne rentes 

as after apereth'. 

In 1557 seven tenants of Arram paid ingress fines for 

tenures which included "the watter of Hulll!. Each paid 

5d. for this additional item. 2 

"Ther hath ben an aunoyent custom used & continued 

within the sd Mannor that the tenauntes and inhabitantes of 

Leconfeld and Arram have had at all tymes as ther necessitye 

requyred - (coming to the Lo. kepers) lybertye to fyshe with 

an agar for Eelefyshe And allsoe libertye to sett for eeles 

in the lade that ledeth into Hull Watter And the sd Tenntes 

bound in Obligacon not to take anie whyte fyshe nor anie 

other than Eeles. Which Obligacon or Obligacons Remayne in 

the handes of Wm. Coxe gent. servaunte unto the sd ErIe. 

The Los. of the sd Manour by hys officers have had and do 

use to have the fyrste dryfte of the molted fowle in Arram 

Carre aforesd And the rest of the fowle from and after the 

fyrste dryfte belongyth to the Tennts. Ther ys also certayne 

of the sd Tennts of the sd Mann' that doe paye yerely unto 

the Lo. for generall lycence and lybertye to foule in the 

aforesd Carr 5s. as after appereth. 

Ther are belongyng to the sd ErIe within the chardge 

and accompte of his Carr kepers ther, swannes to the noumbre 

I o.s.2i lf 54/04.055457 and.054425 
2 Pet. MCR.13 Aug.5/6 P.&.M. 
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of 244 wherof 24 par are breders at the taking of this p'sent 

S'vey."l 

The fishing rights of the Carr continued to be let for 

5/- per year until 1602. 2 The swanherds were still receiving 

their annual fee or 3/4 each in 1579. The lessees of the 

fishing shared the privileges in much the same way as their 

rellow townsmen shared rights of common pasture. Peter 

Robinson was presented in 1587 for putting 'unum rete ultra 

stintam intra stagnum vocatum Arram Carr,.3 Other 

presentments were made for scything grass and hay in the 

Carr. 4 In eleven cases at the same court defendants were 

stated to have scythed before sunrise on the day before St. 

John the Baptist's Day.5 Thus the dual character of the 

Carr - a fish-and-fowl preserve and a common pasture is 

clearly demonstrated. 

Another defendant 'sagittavit Cunl tormento', killing 

birds in the Carr - an offence for which he was amerced 5/

in 1601.6 

Ten years before~he imprisonment of the 9th Earl in 

1605, the sporting rights including fishing in the Carr and 

Hull water as well as fowling in the Carr were granted on 

a 2l-year lease to Roger Thorpe for an annual sum of £13. 7 

1 Pet. 1577 Survey fol.133. 
2 Pet.MAC.D.9.22 21 Eliz. and note in 1577 Survey fol.138. 
3 PetMOR. 1 May 29 Eliz. 
4 Pet.MCR 6 Oct.34 E11z. 
5 Pet.MOR. 11 Oct 44 Eliz. 
6 Pet.MOR. 25 April 43 Eliz. 
7 Pet.MAC.D.9.27 5/6 Jac.I. 
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A new 21 year lease to Roger Thorpe in 1613, which included 

fishing rights in all waters except Bullock Dyke, the 

pro1"'its of the swannery and the cutting of IIhassocks" on the 

Carr, cost him £22 per year.l This rental was apparently 

too high, since the fishing and Carr rights were returned as 

only £13 6s. Sd. in 1634 on the expiry of the lease. 2 

Since the book of leases, so often referred to in both 

court rolls and 1577 survey, is missin,g, it cannot be stated 

whether this grant was merely the grant of sporting rights 

only or whether it carried with it terms which would 

interfere with the common pasture amenities previously 

enjoyed by the villagers. Although there is no supporting 

evidence from the court rolls, it seems likely that such 

interference took place. It had been customary for the 

tenants of Arram to serve the Manor House "wth al mannr' of 

freshe water fische".3 As the manor house was by this time 

so seldom the residence of the Earl and his household, the 

need of provender would cease. The obligation of the Arram 

tenants would fall into abeyance, and at a time when such 

past bargains were liable to close scrutiny, the lapse of 

an obligation could entail the loss of the corresponding 

privilege. 

The villagers of Aike lying north of Arram Carr and 

beyond Aike Beck used to pay 2/6 per year to the Earl for 

1 Pet.MS.8.D.2. Book of Leases 1625. 
2 Pet Ms.8.D.2. 

1633/4. 
Brief Accompte of' all Rents in Yorkshire 

,; N.H.B. p.189. 
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the privilege of crOSSing the Carr with and without stock, 

probably for the purpose of visiting Beverley.l They would 

thus be saved the long detour via Lockington and Scorborough. 

Inevitably this concession was abused - probably much more 

orten than the single presentment would make it appear - the 

tenants or Aike being charged with inchase and outchase in 

Arram fenced rields in 1520. The amercement of the township 

was rixed at 3/4.2 

Though Mr. John Hotham of Scorborough, as has been 

mentioned above, was alleged to have acted dictatorially in 

the matter of fishing in the Scarborough section of the 

Carrs, the Earls of Northumberland had earlier shown a 

neighbourly spirit:-

"The Los. of the Mann' of Lekingfeild have allowed to 

the sd John Hotham in respect of want of water for his 

tennantes cattel lybertye daily to dryve the same cattel 

from the common of Scorborough to Arram Carre And here from 

Eleaven of the Clock (the accustomed tyme of wateryng of the 

ad cattel) to continue ontil One of the Clock in the 

afternoon, whych houre the sd Cattel were accustomed by the 

herdsmen to be dryven to the pasture againe And further ther 

was an Auncyent Custom that if the sd Cattel were fOillld 

by the Byelawemen of Lekenfeild and Arram at 2 of the Clock 

and arter not dryven away to ther accustomed pasture as 

aforesaid That then the sd byelawemen did use to impounde 

1 Pet.MAC.D.9.22 21 Eliz. 
2 Pet. MCR 4 May 11 HEN. VIII. 

29. 



the sd Cattel And did take for euery beast soe impounded 

a halfe penie Which sd manner of impounding was used in the 

sd ErIe his grandefather tyme ••• and soe continued by all 

the tyme of Kynge Henrye theight Kyng Edward the VI and 

in Quene Maries tyroe".l 

The latter part of this "auncyent custom" was challenged 

on at least one occasion, when "the servants of' John Hotharn 

••••• made rescue on the bylawmen at Ellerdyke and Gravyll 

Pytt when they were taking sheep to impound them in the 

pinfold as they had found them illegally pastured".2 . 
The Carr was a source of revenue, as has been shown, 

but also entailed a good deal of expense. 

As early as 1413 severe flooding in the district was 

eXperienced, when the Archbishop of York was instructed 

to raise the tenth from all lands in the wapentake "except 

from those of the Abbot and Convent of Meaux, wherever they 

have been destroyed by floods".3 The Abbey of Meaux was only 

about three miles away to the south east in surroundings 

of about the same altitude, whilst the village of Aike was 

amongst the property of that Abbey. Further serious flooding 

and damage to crops in these areas were recorded again in 

1421.4 

Subsequently steps had to be taken to improve and then 

maintain the better system of drainage. Existing water-

1 Pet. 1577 Survey 1'01.145. 
2 Pet. MCR.13 Oct.31 Eliz. 
3 Fine Rolls Nov.17.l Hen.V. 
4 Fine Rolls.Oct.27.9 Hen.V.m.ll. 
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courses were banked up and artificial dykes dug. Presentments 

for failure to keep these dykes scoured recur with monotonous 

regularity throughout the whole period. It was perhaps the 

persistence of tenants in failing to honour their ditching 

obligations, combined with the desire to enhance the value 

of the land in use which led the Leconfield jury to lay a 

pain that the Lord "shall make a Clowe between Hull water 

and Arram Carr at his own expense on pain of forfeiting 21/_.1 

Early in the next year a long court memorandum records 

a decision, that as the inhabitants of Arram had repaired 

the bank of the Carr and the water of Hull three years 

before at their own expense, the villagers of Leconfield 

should pay 2d. for every 40 feet of bank thus made for the 

use of the Arram villagers. 2 As this stretch is more than 

a mile, the sum thus payable would be considerable. There 

is no record of the decision's being implemented. Otherwise 

one would be able to point to an excellent example of communal 

sharing of burdens for communal benefits at a fairly late 

date. Actually the people of Arram would benefit 

especially as their East Field was bound to suffer first 

from any flooding of the Hull or backing of water up Arram 

Beck. 

To the south of the Carr but separateu from it by the 

beck now called Catchwater Drain, lay the open fields of 

Arram, - East, North and South Fields, somewhat peculiarly 

1 Pet.MCR.6 May 26 Eliz. 
2 Pet.MCR. 21 April 27 Eliz. 
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named, since the ~ast ~iel~ w~s well to the South of the 

South l"ield. All three fields abutted. on the T-shaped 

village street. The remainder of the land to the south 

provided meadow, mainly but not exclusively for Arram 

villagers. 

Between Arram village and Scorborough was a section of 

pasture known variously as Arram Green and Cow Pasture. 

North of this were the portions of Scorborough belonging 

to the Hotham family, and which divided the main body of 

Leconfield lordship from some Fercy demesne land in 

Scorborough, lying between Scorborough 3eck and the 

Scorborough - Scorborough Gatehouse Road, an area known as 

Parsons and Lickhams. This Scorborough territory, curiously 

enough, formed part of the I'IIanor of Topcliffe. l 

Leconfield had. three common fielcis: - West :E'ield, the 

Arme or North Field, and the ;ast or Hall Bield. References 

to them are remarkably rare in all the documents consulted -

both printed and manuscript. 

Meadow and pasture were provided in scattered areas 

within the three parks, which composed the remainder of the 

parish and manor of Leconfield. The New Park included a 

portion of the Manor of Cherry Burton. 

The habitation centre of Leconfield was rather 

differently arranged in the 16th century. Whereas to-day 

the greater number of the 35 houses stand on either side of 

the high road, 27 of the 56 houses in 1614 lay on the by-

1 Pet. 1577 Survey fol.123. 
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road which leads to Arram. l The v:indmill, all trace of 

which has now disappeared, stood in the roadway close by the 

Flashwell Spring. On two occasior-s - both in 1517 - a 
2 quintain is mentioned in fixing the position of a cottage. 

The most likely site would be in the open space between 

Church and Vicarage at the elbow o~ the village street. 

(c) Leconfield Parks 

Little can be said with certainty about the origin or 

date of enclosure of Leco~ield Park. Whereas it seems 

likely that such a pleasance would be provided at least as 

late as 1240 when the lordship became exclusively Percy 

property, there is no documentary proof of this, despite a 

statement by the Percy Annalist that free warren on all 

their estates was granted to the Percies in 1240. 3 Complaints 

were made in 1365 and 1375 by Lady Idonea and Lord Henry 

Percy respectivefY that poachers had breached their warren 

at Leco~ield.4 

The first mention of the Park, as distinct ~rom the 

more generalised game rights implied by the term "free 

warren" occurs in 1403 when Robert C1iderowe was quoted as 

"parker and warrener of the Park at Leconfield,,5 - a position 

which traditionally carried with it the annual ~ee of 

6 £3 -s. 8d. 

1 PetMS 1614 Survey. 
2 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.13 8/9 H.VIlI. 
3 A.H.P. I.p.68. 
4 C.P.R.38 Ed.III m.20.d. and C.P.R.48 Sd.III m.IO.d. 
5 C.P.R.5.Hen.VI.26 Oct.m.21. 
6 Pet.MS.W~C.D.9.3. 
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In addition to its uses for purposes of sport and 

provender, the Park possessed a value as leased pasture. 

As early as 1477 4/- was charged for a year's agist of two 

catt1el whilst Sir John Hotham and James West2 were farmers 

or the herbage of the whole Park in 1500 and 1506. 3 The 

pastoral usage of the Park was not allowed to exclude its 

original purpose. In 1512 an "ancient inquisition" 

recorded that there were 249 fallow deer in the Park4 and 

of these at almost the same period 3 does and 1 buck were 

requisitioned each year for the Earl's househo1d. 5 

The more careful superintendence of the game within 

the manor is shown by the prominence given to a case 

involving several defendants charged with poaching hares and 

rabbits in the park and disposing of their spoils inside and 

outside the lordship_ The case involved the taking of 

special depositions before William Lutton, the Lord's 

Feodary - a unique procedure in the many presentments at 

the courts during the period under survey.6 

The Lord's interest in the Park is shown by the report 

of the Royal Commissioners of 1517, where it is stated that 

since Michae1mas 1488 "Henry Earl of Northumberland at 

1 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.9. 
2 This James West waS a privileged tenant as he was keeper 

of the Old Park. PRO.Misc.Bks of Exch. T.R. No.226. 
3 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.'13. 
4 N.H.B.p.4l0. 
5 N.H.B.p.203/4 
6 Pet.MCR.12 Oct.6 Hen.VIII. 
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Lekingfeld in the Estriding has enclosed 40 acres of demesne 

arable and a hundred acres of wood and pasture so as to 

increase the size of his Park."l It is not clear whether 

this enclosure took place on one or several occasions, nor 

whether any eviction of tenants accompanied the process. 

The area affected was the extreme south west of the lordship; 

bounded on the east by the ~everley - Leconfield Road, to 

the north by a still-existing hedgerow from Pump Bridge to 

Gill's CharitYi 2to the south by the present parish boundary 

(Molescroft, Cherry Burton, Leconfield). This area known 

as the New Park covers some 260 acres and includes the 

16th century New Lodge - close to what is now called Fark 

House. 3 

A royal account roll for 1542 throws a little more 

light on this matter, though the following extract does 

not make it perfectly clear whether the details refer to 

the first or a later enclosure. 

"Allowances ••••••• £20 paid to John Cotes at: North Burton 

near Leconfield in redemption of an agreement made with him 

by William Howlme late prior of Warter; of the messuage in 

the Riddinges with pastures and closes inside Ayton Flatt 

a~d Aller Flatt in Molescroft and North Burton Fields near 

Leconfield for 35 years at £5 6s. 8d. per year. The 

agreement was dated 6th March 22 Henry VIII. The messuage 

1 Trans.R.Hist.Soc. 1892 Vol.VI p.177 and 287 

2 54/04/019429 x 008426 
3 54/04 011418 
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called the Riddings and the woods thereto belonging, the 

greater part or the meadow, pasture and closes appertaining 

to it are enclosed in the Park o~ Lecon~ield newly made 

round the New Lodge, whilst the rest or the land lies 

outside the park, next to the pale. 

£6 6s. 8d. paid to John Cotes of' .:'Jorth Burton ~or 

the destruction or various acres or land belonging to the 

said me~suage sown with oats and barley and enclosed in 

Leco~ield Park and eaten by the lord King's deer." 

It would seem more likely that these are details o~ 

an additional enclosure errected at the time when the King 

divided the Park into its three sections as described in 

the 1577 Survey (quoted later). This assumption is borne 

out by the 1543 entry amongst the decreases of rent:

"13/4 the rent of one piece of pasture containing 6 acres, 

late Laurence Barker and now of Cuthbert Bynks, as these 

six acres are not enclosed in the New Park to enlarge the 

said Park. This decrease is for this year and last - in 

toto 26/8.,,1 

A still more specific reference in 1541 contains the 

follow1ng:- "Allowed the rarm of two closes, Symesley and 

Ridding close in the tenure of Thomas Ryddlnges let by 

Henry Earl of Northumberland on 5th Dec. 25 R.VIII to Thomas 

and his wife Margaret, Keeper of the New Lodge, together 

with two closes called Newlaunde ror life without any rent 

1 PRO Min.Acc.Sc.6/4286 
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£4 13s. 4d." 1 A marginal note dated AO 35 0 adds "as they 

are enclosed in the King's Park, but in compensation there 

were granted to him fifteen bovates of land lately bought 

by the King from the Earl of Rutland lying outside the gate 

of the Park.,,2 

Though the dates of these entries and that hazarded by 

the 1517 Connnissioners cannot be reco~1ciled, the 

correspondence between the 140 acres of the Commission and 

the fifteen bovates Caj1not be ignored. 

The whole of the rest of the Park was now :~nown as the 

Old Park, the herbage of which was either reserved for the 

lord or leased to manorial officers. William Worme, the 

Lord's Auditor, held, in 1517, the herbage of the Park, 

normally let at £13 6s. 8d. per year at the privileged 

rate of £8 6s. 8d. A deputy parker, John Pearson, had 

four cows and two horses pastured there for a year free of 

charge, though the bailiff claimed to his credit 26/8 as the 

normal charge for such agist at the rate of 3/4 per cow and 

6/8 per horse. Twelve of the Lord's horses were pastured 

in the Old Park for the summer, the accountant being credited 

with 20/-. Cattle and sheep were grazed on various closes 

in the Old Park, whilst faggots were cut and led from wooded 

parts of the Old Park; other closes in this park were kept 

empty so as to preserve the young greenwood for the benefit 

of the deer, whilst Rid lng Close in the New Park was 

maintained as a deer frith. 3 

1 PRO.Min.Acc.SC.6/4285 
2 Pet.MS.D.9.17.33.H.VIII 
3 Pet.N~C D.9.13. 37. 
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The considerable sum of £2 6s. 5d. was spent in buying 

"locks and nails and other necessaries for the Park Gate". 

Four shillings sufficed to pay for the repair of fences 

round some of the woods in the park. An ancient receipt of 

l2d. for the farm of the "cokshuttes" was listed among the 

'decays of rents' - a further proof of the preservation 

of the Park for the lord's use. l Perhaps this spate of 

activity was in part caused by the presence of the fifth 

Earl at Leconfield in May, 1517. 2 

The same conditions still prevail in 1522 - "Closes 

reserued for the Lo. both for the dere in wynter and to se 

the yonge spryngs saued from bytyng" were valued at £5 7s. -d. 

William Worme and James West received £3 -s. 8d. per year 

each as keepers of the New and Old Parks respectively. 

From woodsales alone in that year the sum of £42 12s. 8d. 

was realised. This sum represents not only the annual 

payments of the tenants but also the proceeds of the sale 

of timber both inside and outside the lordship.} Parallel 

references in the Topcliffe accounts indicate that boughs 

and brushwood were lopped and felled to provide fodder for 

the deer. The wood left when the deer had finished browsing 

could be taken by the tenants as dead wood in part return 

for their annual customary payment. 

That the timber supply was either insufficient for the 

tenants' needs or that the price asked was beyond that which 

they were prepared to pay, as well as that the enclosure of 

1 Pet.MAC.D.9.l3. 
2 A.H.P. Vol.l.p.351 
3 PRO.Misc.Bks.Exch. 226 38. 



land for hunting only was an unpopular measure is shown 

by the frequent presentation by the pa11ister of cases of 

theft of pa1eboards in 1519 1 and the barking and felling 

of elder poles in the Old Park in 1522. 2 

With the succession of the sixth Earl, whose life was 

made tragic by Wolsey's displeasure, his father's legacy of 

debt~ his own poor physique4 and his unhappy marriage, the 

lordship of Leconfield seems to have become neglected. 

Perhaps the lowlying, dank and fogridden atmosphere of 

Leconfield was too much of an encouragement to the ague from 

which the Earl described himself as suffering. 

In a survey of the lands acquired by the Crown from 

the Earl, the Park was described as six miles in circuit, 

the pale in "meetly good repair", the herbage let to ferm, 

and containing many springs of good wood:- Kid1and (2 acres 

of 2 years' growth) the Low Spring (20 acres of 'underwood 

sore decayd') the Hye Spring (9 acres of 5 years' growth) 

West Rayle (33 acres of 11 years' growth) Syneslay Haggs 

(28 acres of 4 years' growth) Farwestleys (12 acres of 

14 years' growth) and Sandykeld (22 acres of 12 years' 

growth) • 

The timber thus specified is stated to consist of great 

and small oaks suitable for timber aEd repairs; to number 

1269 and to be worth £60. The fallow deer were returned as 

620. 5 

1 Pet.MCR.Oct 10 Hen.VIII 
2 Pet.MCR.28.Nov.13 Hen.VIII 
3 A.H.P. I p.380 
4 A.li.P. I.p.379 
5 P.R.O.R.&S.Roll.959 
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In June, 1537 a Crown Commissioner reported to one 

o~ the King's general Surveyors that Leconfield and 

Haltemprice would be suitable sources from which to procure 

timber for the repairs urgently needed by 3ridlington ,~uay 

if fuel were to be available for the coming winter. l 

The Crown continued the practice of leasing the Park2 

whose herbage had been let in 1536 for £40 per year - a sum 

far in excess of those for which other Percy parles were let. 3 

Leland in 1538 spoke of the Park as "very fair and lardge 

and meately well wodded,,4, but the number of deer which was 

returned at 429 in 1539 showed a considerable decrease on 

the figure of two years earlier, perhaps indicating extensive 

poaching or a much more drastic requisitioning than had 

been allowed under Percy ownership. 

The Crown Bailiff, Joill1 Eglysfeld, accounted in 1540/1 

for receipts of £45 15s. 8d. from 'enclosures in the Old 

Park, thus let this year,.5 Perhaps Eglysfeld had won the 

royal approval of his services, as in 1542 he was made 

'keeper of the chief house (at Leconfield) the New Lodge 

in the park there, bailiff of the lordship, Keeper of the 

pond of Arram •••• and keeper of the three p~rks there, 
. ,6 
recently enclosed. 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

L.&P.Add.No.1227 22 JW1e 1537. 
Pet.MS.MCR.26 Hen VIII. 
C.S.P. No.1274 R.&S.Portf.23/52. Topcliffe Great Park £20, 
Little Park £13 68. 8d., Spofforth £18, Catton £4, 
Newsholme £10. 
Itinerary fol.49. 
P.R.O. Min.Acc.No.4283. 
L&P XVII No.1258 f.60. 
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The same year Michael Stallilop was made master of the 

deerhunt in the three parks as from Lady Day 33 Henry VIII. l 

The lordship remaining Crown property under 3dward VI, 

John Earl of Warwick held the park as part of his awards2 

until his fall, when Sir Thomas Wharton was described, in 

1553, as holding the herbage and pannage, the offices of 

palester and keeper of the three parks as well as the Chief 

Stewardship of the East Riding '~states recently of the late 

Duke of Northumberland. 3 

The succession of Mary produced a survey of the royal 

parks in Holderness Wapentake. The section pertaining to 

Leconfield reads as follows:-

tfFyrste the s,ayd Pkes arre in lengthe one myle and a 

qart " and in bredth 3 qarts of a myle in the wydest. 

Item ytt is in bredthn at the Weste ende di myle and att the 

Este ende 3 qarts of a myle. Item the same ys devydyd into 

3 pkes one called the Olde pke and hath in ytt by estymacon 

ifi fallowe dere and rede dere XXti. 

Item ther ys in the same pke in medowe Xv acres and ys 

worthe eu'y acre ijs vjd and yf the yere be wete itt ys 

moch ou'flowed with watter. 

Item ther ys in the same pke XXX acre of pasture thynne set 

with thornes hasill and oder Broshewode. 

Itm the,r ys wi thin the same pke iii j acres of carr gronde 

I L&P.XIX No.10,36 f.14b. 
2 CPR 20 May 1550. 
3 CPR.20 Oct ;~553. 
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Bett with Ellers, the pasture therof nothyng worth. 

Itm. ther ys alIso a pke ther called the Newe Pke theryn ys 

conteyned in spryng wodde CXXXLII acres. 

Itm ther ys in the same pke by estymacon riij fallowe dere. 

Itm one pke called the Coursynge Pke wheryn conteynyng in 

Carr gronde sette with ellers iiij acres. 

Itm ther ys in the same pke rjlx fallowe dere. 

Itm ther ys conteyned wthin the same pke in pasture grunde 

besyde the Sprynges fyve hundreth acres and moste pte therof' 

bathe ben arrable lande And ys worthe eu'y acre ijs.ivd. 

Itm the pales arr verrey Gode and Tymbr enough for the 

repayre of the same.,l 

The estimated nwnber of' deer - 980 - is far in advance 

of any figure quoted thus far. Perhaps this might be taken 

as showing a failure by the occupiers to reduce the stock 

of game, though such failure is in direct contrast to the 

large discrepancy in the number of deer noted in 1537 and 

1539. It i8 eurious to notice that there are no presentations 

~or poaching of deer as might have been expected under such 

conditions. There are only five presentations for palebreach 

between 1552 and 1566. 2 It would thus seem that the reigns 

of Edwspd VI and Mary had both been periods of' quiet and 

steady development in Leconfield. Humberston in 1570 makes 

this oleax-: 

'To the 'sd Manour belonge three parks which were some

tyme 'all 1'n one and deuyded by the 1a te Kyng of famous 

1· P.R.O. R.'S.Portf.19 No.4l. 
~,2 Pet.KCR.relevant dates. 
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memorye, Kyng Henry 8 wherof the fyrst parke ys called ye 

Coursyng Parke enclosyng the manour place in euery parte 

and ys well planted with undrewood and tymbre and well 

replell¥shed with fallowe deere; and conteynes in compas ij 

myles and a halfe and the pale well maynteyned and in good 

repayre; and hath one keper who hath for his stipend yearly 

60/8 and such other fees and comodytes as to his office 

apperteyneth. 

The second is called the Newe Pke and adioyneth to 

th'other towardes the west and ys lykewyse well planted 

with underwood and tymbre and well replenyshed with fallowe 

deere, the pale well maynteyned and in good repayre and 

conteynyng in Compas 2 myles wherof is one keper who hathe 

for his stipend 60/8 yearly and such other fees and comodytes 

as to his. otf1ce apperteyneth. 

The third ys called the Olde Parke well planted with 

greate covertes of underwoode and tymbre and large laundes 

and very well replenyshed with red deere and fallowe deere; 

the pale in very good repayre and conteyning in compas 4 

myles wherot y8 one keper who hath for his stipend yerely 

60/8 ,and such other fees and casual profittes and comodytes 

as to.~s otfice apperteyneth.,l 

Despite the fact that the parks were so plentifully 

supp'~ie~ with game, the Crown seemed to value them especially 

tor. the returns available from their herbage. 

In 1574 the herbage of the New Park wa s let for 

£24 l8s. 2d., that of the Old Park for £60 l5s. 5d., and 

1 Yorks .Arch.Journal.XVII4~.143 'Humberston' s Survey'.f. 249., 



that of the Coursing park for £38 lOs. 5d. - a total of 

£124 4s. -d. In the next year the total reached 

£143 7s. 2d., but the various contributory sums are not 

specified. By 1576 the item had disappeared from the 

account. l 

The Percy Survey, commissioned in 1577 contains a full 

account of the Parks. The Survey book has served later 

appraisers and contains marginal notes, attributable mainly 

to 1602. 

tLeconfield Park In the tyme of Henry late ErIe of 

Northumberlande grandefather to the ErIe that nowe ys, 

Ther was within the sd Manor One greate pke called 

Leconfield Pke which sd pke amongst other things came to 

the hands of King Henry8 who devyded the sd, greate pke 

into 3 ptes gyvinge unto them the seuerall names herunder 

mentioned The Olde Pke, The Coursyng Pke and the Newe Pke 

all which are discrybed and surveyed as followeth and 

Fyrst of the Olde Parke. The Olde Parke conteyneth 652 

acres and lyeth Southe and by East from the sd Manour 

house the nearest pte therof half a quarter of a myle from 

the same And extendeth in length from a place called the 

High Street ,to a place called Mawde Car aboute the distance 

of one my1e And in bredth from the Coursing Pke on the 

North side to a place called Mousecroft Common on the Southe 

side which is 3 ~uarters of a myle by estymacon. The 

1 PET.MAC.D.9.19 
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compass of the sd pke by the ring pale ys 3 myles. The 

pale of the sd parke is in reasonable good repare. Ther 

ys alIso in the sd. pke of fallowe dear 450 wherof 80 are 

dear of antler And alIso of Reed Deare 96 wherof 27 are 

staggs and staggards Ther ys in the sd pke a keper's lodge 

builded wth tymber and covered wth thatch now in convenient 

repare. Ther is in the sd Olde Parke 2 springs or groves 

of underwood Hasill Spring and Hey Springe The woods 

wherin nowe growinge"are pryced as followeth The Hasill 

Springe conteyneth 19 ac. 2i roods sett with hazel and 

stubb"ockes valued at 53/4 the acre over and besides six 

tymber trees and every acre valued at 5/- the tree. The 

Hey Springe is pc ell of the Hesill Springe and included 

within the sd measure and nomber of 19 ac 2i roods sett 

with ockes about 16/- per acre every tree valued at 5/-. 

The Coursing Pke conteyneth 365i acres and lyeth for the 

moste pte in the East side of the sd manour house and 

extendith eastward from the sd manorhouse to the South 

Field of Arram in length which ys a myle or therabouts 

The bredth conteyneth (blank) roods ortherabouts And Lyeth 

betwixt the pale of the Olde Parke and the East Field of 

Leckinfield And the Compass or Circute of the same by the 

.pale 1's 2 myles or therabouts The sd pke for the poste 

pte 1's .plane grounde without anie woods except at the West 

ende therof certain wood groundes plenished with Ockes for 

the re11efa~d succour of the deare The sd pke ys a pke 

of gret plesure for coursyng and as yt serneth deuysed 
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onelie for that purpose Ther ys belonginge and reputed as 

pcell of the sd pke One Springe or wood grounde sett with 

Ockes and underwoods of divers kinds called Sandie Kell 

whiche ys separated and enclosed with a pale from the sd 

pke in compasse half a myle or therabouts The sd Springe 

ys a place of greate plesure devysed for huntinge with 

houndes and lyeth north west from the sd manor house and , 
adioyneth to the Moate The pale of the sd pke ys nowe in 

some decaye and needfull to be repared Ther ys in the sd 

pke at this present of fallowe deare the nomber of 220 

wherof 40 are deare of antler. Ther ys alIso in the sd 

pke a kepers lodge builded with tymber and couered with 

tyle now in convenient repare. 

Ther ys alIso in the Coursyng Parke aforesd 3 severall 

springes or groves herunder mentioned Furwest Lees, Sandie 

Kell and Kiddlandes the woods therin growing prized as 

followeth; 

The Furwest Lees conteyneth 40t acres the underwood in the 

same ys greatlie spoyled for lack of good fence the last 

fall which was about 12 yeares sence made by the late ErIe 

and nowe ys of smal value Butt by neue cutting and good 

keping could revyve again Ther ys in the sd Springe Ockes 

about 50 in acre which after the rate of akers aforesd 

amounteth to 2025 trees valued at 4/- the tree - £405 

Sandie Kell conteyneth 25t acres; hazel and willow of 

12 yeare groweth at 20/- the acre - £25 lOs. -d. 

46. 



Ther ys in the ad Springe in euery of the sd acres 25 

ocketres amounting to 622 valued at 5/- the tree -

£156 5s. -d. 

Kldlandes conteyneth 7t acres; hazel and scrubb ockes 

tew ot them good 'for timber valued at 1/- the acre. The 

underwoods in the sd Springe ys about 20 yeares groweth -

£18 7s. -d. 

The New8.Fke conteyneth 262 acres and lyeth Southwest from 

the ad manourhouse and the nearest pte therof a quarter of 

a myle from the same yt extendeth in length from a pasture 

o~ the Lo. now in the tenure of Brian Pattison Estward to 

the way called the High Street And the bredth from 

Mousecrott Feild yt extendeth north to the pasture of the 

Lo. demayne called Coursloppe Close The lengthe of the sd 

pke conteyneth 1 myle The bredth i myle and the compas 

therofabout the pale ys 3 myles. The pale ys in decay in 

divers 'places and needfull to be repared Ther ys in the sd 

pke of fallow. deare the nombre of 180 wherof 40 are deare 

of antler Ther ys allso in the sd pke a verie faire lodge 

(here·follows the description of the New Lodge in the Park). 

Ther ys in the sd Newe Pke the seuerall Springes herunder 

mentioned Foxeholde, Armitt Hagg. Cotts Wood and West Haile 

the wodds and underwoods wherin nowe standing and growing 

arev prysed as followeth:-

Folteholde conteyneth 33 ac. 2 roods; hazel and willow of 

5 yeres gro.eth, the last fall made by Maister Gowge;~ 

• Gowge is mentioned as Controller of the Household. 
N.H.B.198 



wheroi the willow is worth £3 6s. 8d. per acre. Ther ys 

in the sd Springe Ockes about 50 in the acre which amounteth 

to 1437 trees - £302 8s. -d. 

West Haile conteyneth 34i acres; hazell and scrubb ockes; 

the hazell of about 14 yeares groweth and prysed at 53/4 the 

acre. Ther ys in the sd Springe Ockes to the numbre of 40 

prysed at 5/- the tree - £102 -s. -d. 

Cotts Wood conteyneth 26 acres; hazell and scrubb ockes 

growen oute of old Scovens the one half of Which is so 

spoyled and so thin sett with undergrowth that it is not 

sufficyent to hedge the sd grounde when it shall be enclosed 

And therior of no value (the sd scrubb ockes excepted) The 

other halfe is reasonably well furnished sett with long small 

thin hazels with some scrubb ocks of 23 yeares groweth or 

therabouts and euery acre of the same valued at 33/4 which 

amounteth to £15 3s.4d.,1 

For the first time, acreages are quoted in this Survey, 

although the marginal comments of 1602 raised the acreage 

of the Old Park to 730 and that of the New Park to 300, giving 

encouragement to the impression that the acreages quoted in 

the first case were arrived at 'by estimation' rather than 

by actual measurement. If however one assumes the correct-

ness of the first set of figures, the annual value of the 

herbage was 2/1 per acre in the Coursing Park, l/IOi in the 

New Park and 1/10* in the Old Park in 1574. If the wooded 

1 Petworth MSS. 1577 Survey. 
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areas are subtracted rrom the whole, the figures are increased 

to 2/7i, 2/1li and 1/11i per acre respectively. The number 

of deer - 946, including 96 red deer - is the only item 

which corresponds in the accounts of 1553 and 1577, proving 

that the value or the herbage was not gained at the expense 

of the more ancient raison d'etre of the park. l 

In 1579 the total receipts for herbage of the park 

reached £137 19s. 4d. - a figure well within the range of 

1574-5. The Old Park value had been enhanced by some 

3~ to £80 14s. -d., that of the New Park had declined 

by 24% to £18 lOs. -d., and that or the Coursing Park had 

declined by less than 1.5% to £37 l7s. 6d. 

These changes would appear to indicate an increase in 

the owner's interest in maintaining those parts of the 

park nearest the manor houses for his own uses, and letting 

off the herbage of wider stretches of the least accessible -

the Old Park. All three still had their keepers, each 

receiving the time-honoured annuity of £3 -so 8d. The 

keeper or the New Park, Thomas Binks, held also the office 

of keeper of the New Lodge there, for which he received 

an additional fee of 20/- per year. 

O~e pallister served the whole of the park area in 1577, 

for which duties, Cuthbert Lythe received norr~lly 40/-

per te'ar ,four 'kyne gates' and a horse for drawing the sled 

by whioh wood was brought to repair the pale; for some 

unstated reason, his fee was reduced, during the Lord's 

1 Petworth 1577 Survey f.l44. 
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pleasure, to 26/8 per year.l 

In 1579 there appeared for the first time the mention 

of tithes paid to the Parson or Leconfield in respect of 

tithes from the Park. 2 This implies that the £3 lOs. -d. 

payment was in compensation for tithes on arable and meadow 

ground enclosed at some previous time in the Park. It 

seems that any such enclosure must have taken place shortly 

before the 1579 mention, since the 1577 survey makes no 

reference to any such tithe payment - indeed it omits all 

mention of the church at Leconfie1d, an omission which is 

rectified by the 1602 notes, though again without reference 

to any tithe payment. 

That the deer were still regarded as important is 

shown by the expenses incurred by provision of fodder in 

both winter and summer. 48 loads of hay were carted into 

the New Park, 10 into the Coursing Park, 64 into the Old 

Park, whilst 6 were taken first into the Lord's barn and 

later carried to such places as it was required during the 

winter. The total eharges for this leading amounted to 

£1 -s. 8d. , whilst earlier mowing, making, stacking 

the hay and hedging the haystacks had cost £3 l3s.l0d. 3 

1 Pet.1577 Survey f.145. 
2 Pet.MAC.D.9.22. A marginal note on an estate plan of 

1767 reads:- u ••••• Note also there is paid yearly to the 
Proprietor of the Parsonage in Leconfield £3 lOs. -d. in 
1.1eu of Tithes for the Park grounds and other Inclosures." 

3 Pet.MAC.D.9.22. 

50. 



In spi te of' these compara ti vely heavy costs of 

maintaining the deer, the'deerpark as such was outmoded and 

about to yield place to leased pasture. land. This seems 

to be indicated quite clearly by the account for 1580 which 

represents the receipts for the herbage of the parks at 

Leconfield at £110, whilst those for land disparked reached 

£118. 1 Which lands were now in this second category does 

not appear, though it seems likely that the process of 

disparking would commence on the outer fringes, probably 

the eastern borders of the Old and Coursing parks, which 

aretrequently referred to in the later accounts as 'Arrom 

Parrocks'. 

By 1589 the process was complete. The herbage of the 

Coursing Park was let for 21 years to John Vavasour and 

Bartholomew Phillips for £80 per year; that of the Old Park 

to Roger Thorpe for 21 years for £98 per year; and that of 

the New Park to Philip Constable for the same term for 

£50 per year. The total annual sum thus realised is unchanged 

from that of 1580 -£218- and was still being paid 

in 1608. 2 

This change from private pleasance to what might be 

termed prescribed pasture was encouraged by the position in 

which the owner of the property had found himself during the 

two decades ending in 1592. The eighth Earl had been 

1 N.H.B.Vol.II App.VIII p.582 quoting fA Breife Collectione 
of all the Landes Rentes and Yerelie Reuenues of ••• the 
Earl •• 2nd Februarie 1580' Alnwick MSS. 

2 Pet.MAC.D.9.27. 
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confined to his Petworth estate on suspicion of sympathy 

with Mary of Scotland, and some four years before his 

alleged suicide in the Tower in 1585, he wrote complaining 

to Lord Cecil that the game on his northern estates was 

being destroyed to his considerable loss. This, he asserted, 

was being accomplished in most insolent fashion; his servants 

were being molested and beaten when they attempted to 

interfere; the heads of the slain deer were being cut off 

and. fastened t~ trees as a token of the offenders' 

contemptuous defiance. l Under such circumstances it was 

not surprising that the authorities should abandon the 

attempt to preserve so obsolete and indefensible an 

institution as a deer-park. 

Moreover the profit motive was strong, as is clearly 

shown by the herbage charges made possible as a result of 

the demand for pasture in a district where the parks were 

th b i f 
. 2 ,e 0 v ous area or expans~on. 

ThrOughout, the Coursing Park continued to command the 

highest price per acre, partly perhaps through its 

accessibility both from Leconfield and Arram, its comparative 

freedom from thickly growing timber, and the fact that some 

parts of it had been tillage. 3 On the other hand, except 

for,lS19-:-80, the old Park stood lowest in the scale, 

1 larleian MBS Vol.V.No.6993 rol.5. 
2 Bee Table (Page 53) 
3 P.R.O. ,B&S Fortf.19 No.41 
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Table to show Rise in charges for Herbage of the Parks at Leconfield 

1536 
1574-5 ~ 1575-6 1579-80 1589 

NAME Acres 1577 1553 Rent Rent Rent Rent 
per per per per 

Receipt acre Receipt acre Receipt acre Receipt acre 
-

£ s.d. ! £ s.d. £ s.d. ~ £ s.d. £ s.d. 

Old Park 652 I 24 18 2 1/101 2/1! 80 14 - 2/2i 98 3/6i - -I - - - - - -
I 
I 

\ ~ 

New Park 262 - -\ - 60 15 5 . 1/10~ - - - 2/2! 18 10 - 1/4i 50 - - 3/10~ 

Coursing 2/4 I ~ 
I 

Park 365 - - ! per 38 10 5\ 2/1 - - - 2/4~ 38 15 4 2/oi 80 - - 4/4t 
i acre j 
i f 

I , 
i I : ; 

1
143 

i --i Total Receipts 13 6 8 £40 1 - 124 4 - 7 2 137 19 4 i 228 
i i 

Acreages are those of the 1577 Survey. 

~ These prices per acre are arrived at by the addition of a flat rate 
of 3td. per acre to the rates obtaining in 1574-5. This is an 

average figure based on the increased total receipts divided by the 
accepted acreage. It seems more likely that the increases would be 
less evenly distributed than this method would suggest. 
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although it held only few wooded areas, partly owing to 

its remoteness from both townships and its liability to 

partial f'lOOding. l The New Park, thou;'<apparently 

occupying second place, would really be the most productive 

when its densely wooded character is considered. 

In the same way as the value of the he'rbage had increased 

so had that of' the timber and underwood in the Parks. 

If' the estimate in the royal survey of' 1537 is 

accepted as bearing any relation to the real value of' the 

timber, it would seem that a very marked and well-conceived 

programme of af'forestation was followed in the period of 

'royal control. The Percy Survey of 1577 speaks of 'the 

last fall aboute 12 yeares sence', which would make Quite 

f'easible the assumption that saplings planted about 1537 

would have reached a reasonable stage of maturity in some 

thirty y~ars.2 The tremendous increase in value ref'lects 

not only the success of the policy of replantation, but also 

of the governmental regulations which accompanied their 

anxiet; about the possible scarcity of timber. 3 

1 

2 

3 

P.R.O. R & S Portf.19 No.41. 

"In 20 years, acorns have yielded fruit already, nearly 
a!;l. hlgp as, a steefle of,ordinary height." 
Norden - Surveyor s Dialogue. Book III p.120. 
S.F.Dom.El.VII Oct. 1559 and CXXXVI Jan 1580 etc. 
See also Cunningham Growth of English Industry & 
Comxneree ;- Modern Times Part 1.pp.64-5. 
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The huge increase of 66% between 1577 and 1607 seems to 

have been accounted for mainly by changes in the New Park, 

where the greatest relative advances were 1n the woods 

known as West Haile and Cottswood. The areas which were 

reported as most valuable in 1577 had suffered considerable 

recessions, as for example in Foxehold (New Park) and 

Furwest Leas (Coursing Park). Most of the woods in the 

earlier survey were composed of hazel, willow, scrub oaks 

and oaks. In suitable areas, the number o~ oaks had been 

greatly increased by 1607, and had been accompanied by ash 

and beech. l 

In 1608 a tenant o~ Arram was presented ~or taking 

wood trom 'Kydlandes, a wood in the Coursing Park': ~ive 

others were amerced 5d. each ~or taking rails ~rom the pale 

of the Old Park. 2 Henceforward there is no mention of the 

Parks save tor topographic purposes. With the demolition 

ot the manor house and the extensive practice o~ leasing 

the Parks tor pasture purposes, it would appear that 

LecoDrield ceased to be visited by the Percies, who ~ound 

its $upervision sufficiently convenient from Wressel. 

1 See Table (Page 56) 

2 Pet.MCR.2l8 n.46 No.3 Apr.1608. 

55. 



Variations in Value or Timber in Parks of Leconfield 

--~---- ------.-- ------------T-
1616 

Park Wood Acres 1537 1577 1607 I Plan 

£ s. d. £ s. d. I 
I 

Old ! -
~ ~ Hasil1 Spring = - - - I + I 

Hey Spring 19.2r. 130 
: 

= - - - - - + 
Park Body 30 15 - -

1 
Birk Spring 99 4 - + 
East End III - - -
Gallaridings 52 13 - -i 

I 
! 

~ I 
Foxeholde 33.2r. 302 8 - 224 2 - ! + 
West Haile 34.2r. = 102 - - 556 17 - l + 
Cottswood 2600ro

l 
15 3 4 285 18 - ! + I 

! 

Coursing ! 
Park body 231 4 I - -
]'urwes t Lees 40.2r. = 405 - - 274 2 -

\ 
+ 

Sandie Kell 25.0r. = 181 15 - - - - + 
Kidlandes 7.2r. l = 18 7 - 15 12 - + 
Li tIe Wod j 38 8 - -

Total Value • • •• •• • • • • £60 1,154 13 4 1,919 15 -
Notes: Wood names are collected from all accounts. Acreages are those 

available, from the 1577 survey. Those mentioned in the 1537 Ms. 
are shown thus: (=). Those shown as still wooded on the 1616 Plan 
are shown thus: (+). 

I 
! 

\ 
! 
I 

! 
I 
t 

i 
I 
I 

J 



LECONFIELD 

Section 4 

The Manor Houses 
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Some four hundred yards to the south-west of where the 

,Leconfield-Arram lane joins the Beverley-HuttonCranswick 

road, the site of the manorhouse is now marked by a moated 

enclosure almost square in plan. 

About 4t acres in area, it is now rough pasture, the 

moat thickly overgrown with rushes, alders and hazels, the 

open space roughly level, divided now by a hedge, and only 

broken in the extreme south east corner by a bushy knoll 

known as Butt Hill.l The surrounding countryside is flat 

and monotonous, the general atmosphere depressing. 

Although Henry de Percy received in 1308 licence to 

crenellate his manor house at Leconfield,2 there are few 

direct references to it3 after that date until 1517 in the 

account roll for that year, and then only a passing mention. 

This supplies no additional information, as the Northumberland 

Household Book has given full accounts of the working of 

the lord's establishment in 1512.4 

'The earliest description encountered runs as follows:-

"The Manour Place of Lekynfeld ys a ryghte fayre and plesaunt 

Howse buylded wth brycke and tymber and moche pte therof 
.' 

couered wt leade and the resydue in tyle Inuyroned wt a 

quadrante mote of CC yeardes longe and 50 foot broade and 

1 0.8.2i" Re.f.54/04/0l3432 
2 CPR. Oct 14 1308 
3 ('1l)"one capital messuage worth beyond reprises per year 

l3s. 4d." PRO I.P.M. Chancery enrolment 134/41/1 8 Ed. 
II 1315. 

(b) "one cap! tal messuage, worthless beyond reprises ,. 
PRO. I.P.M. Exchequer enrolment ~i:.152/89. 1353. 

4 NHB. 1905 passim. 

58. .. 



on the Insyde therof stand1th a bryke wall imbattellyd nere 

ad10ynynge to the brynke of the mote hauyng at eu'y corner 

a Tower or bryke 2 storyes highe and in the myddle a rayer 

Gatehowse Towre at the comyng into the Howse wherin ben 4 

chambres and in the myddle of the scyte of the sd howse 

stondith a fayre large Halle wth aIle other howses of 

offyce correspondent to the same And at the upper ende of 

the saide halle a greet Chambre with a dyneng chambre therto 

adioynyng selyd wth waynescotte and goodly portalls to the 

same, euery one wroughte wth a proper Chaple and 3 other 

fayer Chambres and 3 closetts And ther ys alIso a greete 

basecourte Inuyroned wth 48 lodgyngs for s'uaunts wth 

standyng Galaryes and at the I'Torthsyde of the Halle ther 

ys a fayer gardyn well kepte and at the I ende therof 

plesaunte banketyng howses and in the one of them a fayre 

bayne and stewe wch sd Mannor ys somewhat in decaye The 

repacyons wherof wyll amounte by estymacon to the some of 

20 Ii • .,l 

Leland's account, almost contemporary with the 

pre~.ding one, records: 

"Lekingfeld 1s a large Howse and stondeth withyn a 

greateMote yn one very spatious Oourte. Three partes of 

the Howse, saVirig the Meane Gate that ys made of brike ys 

1 P.R.O. Rentals and Surveys Roll 959. (30 Hen.VIII) 
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a1 of tymbere. The fourthe parte ys made of Stone and 

some brike."l 

The constructional materials of the manorhouse as 

described above were such as to require frequent renewal 

and almost continuous maintenance. This fact is witnessed 

by expenditure recorded in the Household Accounts, whereby 

between 12th November and 23rd'December 1515 no less than 

£45 4s. 4d. was spent on repairs at "Lek".2 

Humberston, reporting in 1570, describes the manor 

house as "the largest and statelyeste house which th'Erle 

had in the County of Yorke, builded within a parke and 

enclosed about with a mote, very fayer buylte and in good 

ordre, parte of stone and parte of tymbre and ys in good 

repayre and wellkep.t. n3 

By far the most comprehensive account of the manorhouse 

is afforded by the 1577 Survey of the Yorkshire estates,4 

though perhaps even this would be surpassed in detail by 

the Inventory of 1574 which Bishop Percy mentions5 as 

reeording the existence of 83 apartments at Leconfield -

suf'fieient to accommodate a household of imposing size. 

The relevant section of the 1577 Survey reads as follows:

"The Manor House of Lekyngfeld aforsd ys moted about 

1 Leland - Itinerary Vol.l f.50. 
2 P.R.O. Misc.Books of the Exchequer T.R. No.226 
3 Humbe~ston (Survey) f. 249. 
4 Petworth MSS. 
S N.H.B. Appendix pp.446/8. Bishop Percy does not further 

identify the Inventory. I have not been able to trace 
it at Petworth or elsewhere. 
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with a Stanke in all partes or the same which mote ys 

fedd & continued with a running water conveyed to the same 

with ditches & sewers from a place called Flashe Well 

distant from the sd Mote IXxX roods or therabouts accompting 

aeaven yeards to the rood which sd Running water ys a 

eontinual spring & not dry at anye time The Square of the 
xx 

ad. Mote on the utter syde conteyneth VII yeardes the 

bredth XIII yeards & the depth IV yeards Betwixt the sd 

manorhouse and the sd Mote stondith one brike wall somethinge 

in decay and round about the same ys a quicksett hedge 

betwixt which & the sd wall ys a walk the bredth of 6 feete. 

Within the sd brike wall and Mote aforesd ys scituate 

the sd manorhouae buyldyd square and euerie square 

eonteyneth' CVIII yeards & at euerie corner of the same 

squares standith a Tower 12 yeards in height or theraboutes 

buylded wth brikke & three of them couered wth leade & the 

fourthe wth tyle. The Compase therof eonteyneth XL leards 

or theraboute within weh said Towres are dyvers seemelie & 

convenient lodgings but now in some deeaye & needful1 to be 

repayred. 

The North square of the sd House Yn the weh ys the 

Porteps Lodge & the gatehouse wth a drawbridge over the 

mote. The ad gatehouse ys lykewise buylded of brikke & 

eouered wth 1eade within weh ys two lodgyngs below & two 

aboue wth 3 brike ehymnays wherof 2 are duble ehymnays all 

weh y8 now in convenient repare AlIso in the sd North square 
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on the East syde of~he sd gatehouse ys one gallerie in 

wch are nyne lodgyngs usuall for gentilmen attending upon 

the Lo. And underneath the same are nyne lowe chambres 

usuall for yeomen with nyne duble brike chymnays belongyng 

to the ad chambres The sd Gallerie ys buylded of tymber 

& couered wth tyle & now in convenient repare. AlIso in 

the sd North square upon the West syde of the sd gatehouse, 

adioyning to the ad gatehouse are 2 stables buylded wth 

tymber & couered wth tyle now likewise in convenient repare. 

In the West square of the sd House ys on other gallarie 

wth 7 chambres aboue & 7 below buylded wth tymber and 

couered wth tyle wth 6 duble brike chymnays belongyng to the 

same now in some decay and needfull to be repared The ad 

Chambres were belongyng to the gentilmen & yeomen of the 

horses & other officers of the stable And alIso for the 

bakehouse garners & a horse mill. 

In the East square of the sd house ys likewise one 

other Galarye wth 8 chambres aboue & 8 below builded wth 

tymbre&~couered wth tyle & nowe in convenient repare for 

~he more part therof wth 9 brike chymnays belongyng to the 

same of which one hath two conduits Which chambres were as 

well ror the Chaplains & Officers of the household as alIso 

for lVardrop,Pes storehouses and other convenient lodgyngs. 

,In the South square of the sd House Ys scituate the 

che;f,mansion or manor house vz the halle kitchinge buttries 

pantries parlours chappell & the great Ghaber wth dyvers 
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other lodgyngs to the numbre of 23 or therabouts All of wch 

sd squares ys buylded wth bricke & couered wth leade And 

dyvers 'of the sd houses & offices are in greate decaye & 

needfull to be repared Allso wthin the Compase of the sd 

mote betwixt the aforesd brike wall & the sd house are 

2 gardens conteyning 1 rood apeece or therabouts Ther ys 

allso in the compase ot the squares aforesd a Grene Courte 

conteyning It rood by measure. ttl 

It would appear either that the Percies came to regard 

this manor house as a cause of excessive expenditure or 

that it failed to please them through some disadvantage of 

site. Admittedly the mansion was situated almost on the 

boundary dividing Leconfield and Cherry Burton: it stood 

within a quarter of a mile of the township in a district 

with a prevailing northeast wind: it stood in a flat low

lying area only 30 feet above sea level, the moat being 

valued for its effect of draining the site as much as 

for purposes of def'ence or privacy. 

Steps to improve the position had been taken at least 

as early as 1520. A uN~w Lodge" was built further to the 

south-west, close to the junction of the boundaries of 

Leeont1eld, Cherry Burton and Molescroft parishes. 2 Leland 
~ . , 

says:- "Ther ys a fayre ~our of brike for a Lodge yn the 

Park"~3 The 1577 Survey is more revea1ing:-

1 Pet.MSS. ,1577 Survey ff .147-150. 
2 Ref.54/04/0ll4l9 
3 Itinerary Vol.l f.50. 



nTher ys also in the sd pke a verie faire lodge builded 

wth brike & couered wth tyle made for a howse of plesure 

wth howses of office & divers lodgyngs therin to the numbre 

of 16 with 8 brike chymnays belongyng to the same. The sd 

lodge ys moted about wt a mote or stanke fedd and continued 

wth a standing water. Ther ys alIso within the sd mote a 

garden conveniauntly placed. Ther ys alIso ou' the sd 

mote a drawbridge now greatly decayed And ther ys alIso dyvers 

buildings and such howses belongyng to the sd lodge as 

stables and other howses nowe in good and convenient 

repayre." 

Such a residence as that just described would represent 

a real saving, with its 16 rooms only one fifth the number 

ot those in the old manor house. Built with an eye to 

greater convenience and intimacy, the New Lodge served the 

Lord as a residence on all but occasions of great state. 

liere the Percy lord and lady kept their "Secrat House" and 

were attended by;. household servants who lived "at' 

Bordewaigies n in the town, notwithstanding the mile and a 
1 half separating the New Lodge from the township. 

!he Old Manor House was not entirely neglected. 

EXpenditure on repairs continUedj2 a skeleton staff was 

maintained in both residences; fires we.l.'e to be provided in 

eert~in named rooms in both manor houses "from A1ha110wtid 

1 N.H.B. p.279 . 
2 M1se.Bks.Exeheq.T.R.226. 



to Shraftide" even when his Lordship \vas away visi ting his 

southern manors. In the older building eleven of the eighty

three rooms were to have fires at a cost of 22/- whilst in 

the New Lodge seven of the sixteen rooms cost 14/- to heat. l 

Both houses had chapels and both could boast rooms decorated 

with moral and instructional inscriptions. 2 These are 

the rooms, no doubt, which in the 1537 account were 

described as tlwrought".3 

Whereas Bisnop Percy's record of 1574 details 83 

apartments and the 1577 Survey 82, there are several in 

the Fuel allowance section of the Household Book which find 

no place in either account - My Lord's Jewelhouse, My 

Lord's Library (there were at least two of these), My Lady's 

Library, The Evidence House (unless this be identical with 

the Checker).4 The discrepancy must be ascribed to the 

differing interpretations of the use of rooms by different 

surveyors. 

The 16th century saw the decay of the old manor house 

advance progressively. Leland's account is significantly 

brief. He does not usually limit himBelf to such terse 

comments as in this case. The 1538/9 report of the Crown 

Surveyor speaks guardedly of the property as "somewhat in 

decay". 

1 N.H.B. pp.364-371 
2 N.R.B. pp.444/5 
:; See p.. 59 ante. 
4 No.49 in the N.H.B. list. 



In the same year, 1538, the King's Receiver Henry 

Whiteronson noted the expenditure of £B 3s.11id. on 

repairs to Leconfield Manor and New lodge - the items 

including tilers working on the houses and chambers, and 

the provision of slaked lime, laths, tiles and wooden pins. 

In addition, John Burde, styled "keeper of the gardons 

at the Manor and New Lodge or Leconfield" was paid 20/-

for scoUring the moat round the manor house. This operation 

apparently required special care on this occasion as 1/8 

was paid to Peter Crake of Beverley "ror ropes to construct 

a contrivance for cleaning the wee.ds (veddez) out or the 

moat. ,,1 

Next year similar repairs to the manor cost £19 19s. 2 

In 1540 similar repair costs reached £8 6s. 6d,3 in 1541 

£17 6s. Bd. 4 and in 1542 £21 14s. Bd. This made a total 

of £76 12s. 5id. spread over a rive year period - more than 

three times the expenses incurred for repairs towressel 

Castle during the same years. Such figures reflect not only 

the speedy dilapidation of a timber and plaster building 

during the absence of its owners, but also that maintenance 

of such a structure was not a commercial proposition. 

Bishop Percy comments that the Surveyors of 1574 report 

"the Decayes of the Howse at Leckingfield to be much greater 

and of more charge than of that at Wressel; and that the 

1 PRO. Min.Ace.SC6/4287 
2 PRG."Min.Aee.SC6/4288 
3 PRO.Min.,A.oo.SC6/4289 
4 PRO.Min.Aeo.SC6/4290 
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greater part of the said Howse, as well the Lead Cover as 

Tyle must be taken of, and new tymbered ••• We cannot speke 

of the particuler harmes of the said Howse, the Waste is 

so universal".l 

As mentioned above, the Survey of 1577 reported that 

the West side needed repair whilst the principal range of 

buildings on the South side was in great decay. Yet in 1579 

George Lomas was still keeper of the Lord's house and 

received an annual fee of 40/- whilst Thomas Binks was 

keeper of the New Lodge at a fee of 20/-. Firewood was 

still being delivered to the Manor house at a cost of 3/4.2 

After this date the details of what happened are vague. 

In 1608/9 no "keeper of the lord's house fP figures in the 

list of paid officials. 3 That this omission is significant 

is borne out by an entry in the Account Roll for 7 Jac.I:-

"Received of Mr. Jo. Legge £72 l4s. 6d. for the price 

of parte of the Oulde Manor house of LeckiIlgfeld".4 

The import of this agrees with the concluding· 

paragraph of the Northumberland Household Book:- "Thencefor

ward it was probably never repaired, but after some time 

pulled down and demolished; for I have seen an account 

sent up to the succeeding Earl of Northumberland in James 

the First's reign, of the quantity of Timber, Painted Glass 

and Carved Images in the Ceilings which were removed by 

1 
2 
3 
4 

N.E.B. p.448 
Pet.MAC.D.9.22 
Pet.MAC D.9.27. 
Pet.MAC.D.9.28. 



his order from Leckenf'eild to Wressel Castle."l The 

demolition was completed <luickly. In 1609 "the scite of 

the manorhouse and the mote tt was leased by the Earl to 

Roger Thorpe for 21 years at 40/- per year.2 

There is no record that during his long li~etime the 

ninth Earl visited the Yorkshire estates after his alleged 

education in the North. 3 This is probably one of the most 

urgent causes of the decay of Leconfield 11anor House. When 

in 1630 his son (who was to be the tenth Earl two years 

later) visited the Northern estates, he found the 

Northumbrian Castles and particularly the Yorkshire manor

houses in a state of advanced disrepair. 4 Wressle was 

the only notable exception. Spofforth had been ruinous 

since the mid 15th century; Seamer was reported as ~equirir~ 

more than £200 to pay for repairs as early as 1538;5 

Topcliffe had now only a small residence in place of the 

once spacious manorhouse, and that was reported as needing 

repair. Presu-rnably de Fonblanque refers to the new Lodge 

as well as to the Old Manor House at Leconfield when he 
6 speaks of the Leconfield manor as being decayed. We have 

the evidence of the sale of much of the fabric in 1610, 

quoted above,7 whilst on the 1616 map there are marked 

1 N.H.B. p.448 
2 Pet.MS.8.D.2. Book of Leases 1625. 
3 A.H.P. Vol.II p.157. 
4 A.R.P. p.357 
5 P.R.O.Rentals & Surveys Roll 959.(30.H.VIII) 
6 A.R.P. p.363 
7 Pet.fi~C.D.9.28. 
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only three small bu11dings on the s1 te of the Old l:~anor, 

arranged in no set order. Even these were omitted from the 

later plan of 1767. 

To-day there is no more sign that the site has once 

held buildings than a few scattered soft-texture bricks and 

broken tiles which may be found at the four corners on the 

inner bank of the moat. Of the New Lodge there seems to be 

no trace remaining besides the two moated enclosures, the 

present Park House being almost completely a modern structure. 

j 



• 

LECOITf:t'I3LD 

Section 5 

The Tenantry 
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Leconfield boasted one free tenant in 1523.1 In 1577 

there were four noted. 2 They held by socage tenure and 

enjoyed pasture rights along with, and probably similar to 

those belonging to, the townsmen of the two townships. 

Fealty, suit of court, a small money rent formed the other 

conditions of tenure which were incumbent on the free 

tenant, although there is no concise statement to this 

effect anywhere in the available material. In this 

particular case the insignificance of the annual payment -

6/8 - would have the effect of making the surveyor more 

negligent in recording with care the details of holdings and 

obligations, whereas the details of the tenants at will are 

recorded in full. 3 

The 1577 Survey notes the names of Smayle, Johnson, 

Sharpe and Bell, who appear to have held in pairs what may 

have been originally one or perhaps two tenements. Whereas 

the 1577 Survey noted that Sir Edward Gower held a messuage, 

a close and one oxgang of land with sufficient common, the 

1616 map indicates that Smayle held a toft and croft, 

the latter about i an acre in extent on the opposite side 

of the land and slightly to the east of the Church; sharing 

with Johnson some 36 acres lying between the Bramers and 

1 Pet.MAC.D.9.14. 
2 Pet.lS77 Survey fol.128 
3 cf. Tawney, Agrarian Problems p.29. 
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the Abbey Field. Sharpe and Bell shared approximately 12 

acres. The same annual payment of 6/8 was being paid in 

1608/9.1 

The parsonage land amounted to about 28 acres from which 

no revenue accrued to the lord of the manor. 

The remaining inhabitants were copyholders, always 

referred to in these MSS. as tenants at will. 

These were copyholders of inheritance. On many 

occasions a tenant surrendered his tenement to the Lord or 

his bailiff for the use of his (the tenant's) son to be 

held for life according to the custom of the manor -

ttsecWldwn consuetudinem manerii istius pro redditu et 

serviciis inde debitis et de iure consuetis.,,2 

Exactly what the custom of the manor was, does not 

appear. It can be inferred from presentments that certain 

common pasture rights were customary;3 that failure to 

maintain one's tenement in good repair could occasion 

forfeiture;2 that pledges should be found to act as 

guarantors for the payment of dues as well as for the 

maintenance of property;4 that it was obligatory to do 

suit of court;5 that services were demanded which included 

the cutting and making of hay in the park, and the carrying 

of hay and faggots to the Manor House;6 that dues could be 

remitted to enable repairs to be effected. On one occasion 

IPet.MAO.D.9.27. 
2 Pet.MCR.D.3.18.3 Hen.VII 
3 'Pet.MCR.D.3.18.13 Ed. IV. 
4 Pet.MOR. 26 Oct.7 Hen.VIII 
5 Pet.MCR.Oct.41 Eliz. 
6 Pet.MAC.D.9.22 1579 & D.9.13 8 Hen.VIII. 
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the payment of 8/10 per year for the three years ending 

1502 and the six years ending 1512 were remitted 'by the 

authority of the Earl's councillors so that the tenants of 

the lordship may repair their holdings. ,I 

In 1522 there appears for the first time the further 

specification of the letting of land according to the custom 

of Cumberland "which ys to make t'yne at the death alyenacon 

or exchaunge ot' the Lord or tenaunte lt •
2 

When on April 30th 1557 the seventh Earl was restored 

to his ancestral estates by Mary,3 a lengthy commission 

instructed Richard Hochenson, Esq., and John Duddeley, . gent., 

"to survey all and Singular my honours, manours, lordships, 

parks, landes and tenements in the realme of England •••• 

and to call bet'ore them all and euerie the tennants 

occupiers farmers baliffs ro'sters kprs of parks & other 

officers; •••• and leuie •••• rents fynes contributions ••• 

:for and towards the supportacion ot' the charges and relief 

of me the said ErIe ,,4 
• • • • • 

Under the b.eading "Dimissio pro termino vitae secundum 

consuetudlnem Cumbrie" there follows a series of admiSSions,S 

ot' wbich tbe following is a typical example:-

"Thomas Buddell came into court and was admitted to 

the tenure of one cottage for 2/- per year and 2 bovates t'or 

26/8 in Lecont'ield, in the Lo's hands through the death of 

1 Pet.MAC.D.9.13. 
2 Humberston's Survey fol.249d. 
3 C.P.R. Vol.LXXVII 30.April 1557. 
4 Pet.MCR.25 Sept.4/5 P&M.Commission dated 31 July 4/5 P&M. 
5 Tabulated below - pp. 98-100. 
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Richard Budde 1 1 , late hi s :fa ther, '£0 whom the Lo through his 

Steward granted by virtue of the warrant directed to him in 

the aforesaid commission the lands late of his father, to 

be held, the cottage and 2 bovates of land with appurtenances 

to the aforesaid Thomas according to the custom and habit 

of leases o:f land and tenements of the a:foresaid ErIe in 

County Cumbrland and he gives him them for the term of the 

natural life of the ErIe and Thomas Buddell paying yerely 

to the aforesd ErIe his heirs and assigns 28/8 of good and 

legal money of England at the two usual terms St. Martin 

in Yeme and Pentecost by equal portions And if it happen 

that the aforesd Rent of 28/8 be in arrears and unpaid 

wholly or in part for the space of six weeks immediately 

following either feast on which it should have been paid 

if asked for, then the lease shall be null and void, 

notwithstanding anything to the contrary and the aforesd 

Thomas Buddell shall repair and maintayn the property 

during the time at his own cost except for timber. And he 

pays the Lord as ingress fyne 53/4 wherof 26/8 is paid down 

and 26/8 is to be paid on St. John the Baptist Day next 

atter the date of this Court And he does fealty and is 

admitted tenant." 

These conditions of leasehold became more widespread 

in the lordShip as the period advanced. By 1558 thirty-one 

out ot the eighty-two tenants held lands on these terms, and 

the 1577 survey listed seventy-eight tenants in all, all 

74. 
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of whom held on these terms though still referred to as 

tenants at will. 

Such tenures were only slightly less secure than those 

of the freeholder. Thomas Buddell, quoted above, was only 

15 years old. The ingress fine was only twice the annual 

payment for the land, excluding the cottage. This lenient 

treatment seems to have been reserved for heirs of existing 

tenants, and could be even more lenient than the example 

quoted, as is shown when in 1522 a son's ingress fine was 
1 only one year's charge. In all other vases - though in 

1558 - the fine was equal to three years' payments, perhaps 

since the tenants admitted were all to holdings hitherto 

in the hands of others than relatives. 2 

. The lease ot the tenement could also be bequeathed by 

will. John Sharpe succeeded in 1582 to his father's 

tenement, even though he was the yoUnger son. 3 

Tenants - occasionally according to the instances 

recorded in these MSS. - sublet their tenements to others. 

In 1492 a tenant sublet a meadow in Scorborough for two 

years at 2/2 per year. In 1496 he brought the lessee to 

court for de~ault of payment of rent. Since the plaintiff's 

complaint was· upheld by the jury, the practice of subletting 

received local approval, at least. 4 

In 1599 a lease not yet expired was l'ought from a 

tepant. .whos~father had willed it to him - though, in this 

case, with the prior approval of the Bailiff. 5 Yet in 

1 
2 

~ 
Pet.MCR.Nov.13 Hen.VIII. 
pet.MCR.!/6 P&M. 
Pet.MOR. Mal 24 Eliz. 
Pet.MeR. 3 1 Hen.VII 
Pet.MOR. ct 1 Eliz. 75. -----------------



contrast to this acknowledged toleration or subletting in 

principle, in 1603 six tenants were fined 3/4 each for 

having demised their common pasture rights to six other 

tenants, both lessors and lessees suffering equally by 

the jury's verdict. l The only explanation would seem to 

be an attempt to limit the activities of those who aimed 

at becoming grazier capitalists. 

On the matter of subletting, a contemporary memorandum 

in the 1577 Survey notes:-

"Md. that euery oxegang of' land which lyeth in the 

comon arable fields is let now a~ter the rate o~ 13/4 a peece 

soe as 3 of these oxeganges yields the Lo.2li. and the 

Tenauntes doe lett them one to another ~or 4 Ii. 3 oxeganges 

of which ther are 36 in the three comon fields so as this 

must be considered in the next demyse; euery oxegange 

contains as I gather it 9 acres (erased) which comes to the 

rate o~ 3s. or theraboutes." A ~urther note o~ 1602 states:

ttAn oxgang of land is uncertain for the· quanti te of the 

acre, therfor quere." 

Presumably the meaning of the memorandum is that the 

annual charge of 3/- per acre would enable the lord to 

protit from the competitive rents obtainable in contrast to 

the low customary rental. Even though the calculation is 

based upon an incorrect premise - as demonstrated by the 

1 Pet.MeR.Apr. 44 Eliz. 
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later note - the surveyor shows himself to be well aware 

of the problem. 

The 1577 Survey continues:-

"Note also that the cottagers doe lett ther cottages 

one to another with that belongyth to them after the rate 

of 20 years rent for 6 years and the Lo. hath scarce 12 

years fyne for 21 years soe as the tenants letts after this 

computation that for 70 years fyne that the Lo. letts for 

12 years fyne, but consideration is here to be had that 

years in reversion are not soe estimable as the years in 

possession_ttl 

Whilst the mathematics of this statement is not as 

olear as might be deSired, the upshot is clear; that the 

tenant, by subletting for rentals that others were willing 

to pay, was in a most advantageous position compared with 

the lord, who was bound by custom to maintain rents at an 

uneconomic level. 

Perhaps these conditions of security of tenure and 

the tenants' ability to sublet with a handsome rr~rgin of 

unearned profit aocount for the complete lack of evidence 

showing tenant discontent with the situation in this 

lordship, though it is to be supposed that the Earl viewed 

the position somewhat differently. 

At Spottorth there was trouble over the enclosure of 

2 what the village considered was common pasture; on the 

1 Pet4 1577 Survey fol.138. 
2 Acts of Privy Council Vol.XXII p.527 1592. 
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Northumberland estates there was a bitter dispute over the 

conditions under which certain corn rents were paid;l at 

Petworth the tenantry were destroying pales and enclosures. 2 

In Leconfield there is no indication that anything of the 

sort occurred. 

Though the ninth Earl was brought up and educated in 

the north3 and although his younger brothers Sir William 

and Sir Charles were educated by William Tallentyre, Rector 

of Kirkby Overblow, near Spofforth,4 he seems never to have 

visited his Yorkshire estates, but to have stayed in the 

south. This neglect he explains partly in his later 

"Instructions to My Son", by saying that his father had 

kept him in ignorance of family affairs and domestic 

details -'I knew not where I was or what I did, till out 

of my meanes of £3,000 yearlye I had made shifte in one 

yeare and a halfe to be £15,000 in debte; so as the burden 

of my songe, muste still conclude ignorance in myne estate 

to be the mayne cause.' 

The same Earl also refers in 1593 to the negligence 

with which the court rolls and records in the North were 

kept: nto the great confusion of my poor Tenents estates and 

to my owne great Loss and Dishonour. lt5 

So the friction in some of the Northern lands may be 

1 Tawney - Agrarian Problems p.198. 
2 Harleian MSS. No.6995 fol.75. 
3 A.R.P. Vol.II.p.178 
4 Pet.~~C.D.9.22.2l Eliz. 
5 A.R.P. Vol.II.p.193 
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explained by the dishonesty, rapacity or intolerance of 

officials acting - it appeared to the tenantry - with the 

authority of a lord who was, in fact, sympathetic and just -

qualities which he is proved to have possessed by his 

intervention on behalf of an evicted'woman tenant in 

Northumberland,l and by his willingness to meet the demands 

of the Petworth villagers. 2 

The sole possible indication of' any trouble in the 

Leconf'ield estate is the somewhat cryptic menti on under the 

heading of 'Necessary Expenses' in an Account Roll for 

3 1579 of' "Courts upon special causes this year £4 13s. -d. 

The court rolls disclose nothing out of the way. The 

presentments and court business are of the normal type, 

though the expenses of the I',;i chaelmas Court are unusually 

heavy - £4 7s. 8d. There is no direct indication as to 

the discrepancy between the two sums, but either the 

November court was a lengthy one - which would not appear 

to be the case judging by the business transact€d, or the 

of'f'icials present must have been unusually numerous. The 

bill of expenses totalled £2 l7s.l0d., of which £2 4s. -d • 

. was f'or f'ood and drink, and 13/10 for horse fodder. 4 

The absence of trouble at Leconfield - if such may 

now be assumed to be the case - may thus be explained by 

the satisf'actory conditions of tenure, the plentiful supply 

of land for husbandry, the close connections maintained 

between tenants and lord until at least the time of the 

1 A.H.P.Vol.II p.186 quoting Alnwiclc kSS. 
2 Harl.MSS.No.6996 Vol.llS p.l. 
3 Pet.!!:.AC.D.9.22 21 :::i:liz. 
4 Pet.ECR.25.Hov.20 Bliz. 79. 



seventh Earl, not to mention the profits accruing to the 

tenantry .from the employment attendant upon the lord's 

presence in their midst during the majority of the period, 

and the satisfactory treatment of the villagers by the 

lord's officials. 
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The social structure of the lordship of Leconfie1d 

approximates closely to that cited by Tawney as typifying 

the more remote northern districts of the country. The Paucity 

of freeholders - at the fewest, one, and at the most four, 

in 1616 - was the minimum required to make possible the 

holding of the Court Baron. l 

The single freeholder held a messuage, close and one 

oxgang of land with appurtenances on the comrilon in return 

for an annual payment of 6/8. The uneconomic quality of 

this payment is clearly witnessed by the standard rate 

obtaining in 1488 when 13/4 is the annual sum charged for 

a bovate in Leconfield and 12/- per bovate in Arram. When 

in addition, it is stated that the normal annual rate for 

a cottage ranged from 3/- to 6/-, the freeholder's advantageous 

position is still more clearly demonstrated. The same sum 

of 6/8 appearing as "free rent" in 15232 continues to appear 

in the latest account roll available - for 1608-9. 3 

Lancelot Sharpe and Mark Bell were the free tenants in 1605 

the purchasers or inheritors of property once belonging to 

the St. Quintin family and later to Sir 2dward Gower. 4 In 

1606 Sharpe was reported 'dead since last court'; he and 

Bell each held i a messuage and i a bovate. 5 

1 The Agrarian Problem p.25 
2 Pet.MAC.D.9.l4 14 Hen.VIII 
3 Pet.MAG.D.9.27.5/6 Jac.I 
4 Pet.MCR.218.D.46 No.3. 
5 Pet.MCR.~.46.No.3 l2.Apr. 3 Jac.I. 
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The remainder of the tenant population remained well-

nigh as stable in numbers as did the free tenants. A dozen 

tenants' lists between 1511 and 1610 show a fluctuation from 

99 in 1511 and 78 in 1577, recovering to 95 in 1602 and 

receding to 88 in 1610. This apparent numerical stability 

is not entirely borne out by the persistence of tenant family 

names. Of 67 of those noted in 1517, 30 persisted in 1557 

and 1577, whilst in 1599 only 24 remained. It would thus 

appear that there was some considerable local movement of 

population an~or change of tenancy during 1517 and 1557. It 

would not be profitable to press this argument too far, 

since changes of family names need not necessarily indicate 

anything more than normal inheritance from the distaff side. l 

The plentiful supply of land for husbandry has been 

suggested above as a possible reason for the apparent 

contentment of the tenantry. The six s~uare miles or so which 

the lordship occupied was ample for the requirements of the 

small population which varied perhaps between 240 and 300, 

even when. the wide area comprising the Parks is considered. 

The 1577 Survey indicates that there were perhaps 300 - 320 

acres of arable in the common fields. 2 This assumption is 

further confirmed by the following inquisitions summarised 

below·. The. f1rst was held on the lands of Henry 1st Lord 

Percy of AInw1ck who died in 1315. 

"The capital messuage 13/4. Demesne arable 320 ac. @ lOde 

per ac. £13 6s. Bd. 26 ac. @ 6d. - 13/-. 148 ac. @ 8d. -

1· See table on p.8l ante. 
2··' See earlier p. 76 - memo to -1577 Survey. 
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£4 18s. 4d. 35 bovates of bond land at 10/- per bovate -

£17 lOs. -d. Demesne Meadow 180 ac. at 2/- per ac. and 

11 ac. at 1/- per ac. - £18 Ils. -d. The agist and underwood 

of the Park £1. Agist and herbage in the pasture of the town 

£1 6s. 8d. Turbary 20/-. Windmill 40/-. Free tenants' rents 

£1 4s. 8d. 
, 

Cottars Rents £3 8s. -d. A "cultura tl held 

from Peter de Maaley for 14/- worth 13/4. Total £66 5s. -d. 

The advowson of Leconfield is worth £10.,,1 

The second inquisition was taken at York in 1353, on the 

possessions of Henry 2nd Lord Percy of Alnwick, giving the 

following relevant details:-

"1 close called Feldcrofte, the herbage of which is worth 

6s. 8d. per year. Deerpark worth 120/- beyond the costs of 

deer. Woods in the Park - Cottswood, Foxeholde, Westhill -

£100. Free tenants' rents 8s. 9d. 44 tenants at will 

£41 13s. 4id. There used to be a turbary, but no longer. 

Windmill £2 13s. 4d. A rent of 82 hens and chickens @ l-!d. -

lOs. 3d. A rent of eggs as park tithes - 2s.10d. 

Demesne Arable 6 carucates (each 60 ac.) at 20/- each 

£6 -s. -d. in which winter and summer seed was sown by 

Henry de Percy. 6 acres at 4d. per acre - 2s. -d. 

Meadow - 40 acres called Bullocks at 1/- per acre - £2 -Sa -d. 

38 acres called Cowsker at 8d. per acre - £1 5s. 4d. 14 acres 

called Chisi11 Hill at 8d. per acre - 9s. 4d. 16 acres 

called Hyndeynges at 8d. per acre - lOs. 8d. 3 acres called 

Milndame at 8d. per acre - 2s. -d. 8 acres called Cracksyde 

at ad. per acre - 5s. 4d. 7 acres called Whitspott at 8d. 

1 PRO.I~P.M. C.134/41/1 8 Ed.II. 
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per acre - 4s. 8d. Pasture 53 acres worth 13s. 4d. 

Perquisites of Court - 6s. 8d., Total £68 l4s. 61d. l 

From the mid-fifteenth century the demesne land seems 

to have been readily available for letting to the villagers. 

By 1616 demesne arable had been reduced to 8l~ acres - 38 

in the Bramers and 43-~ in Great MarIes, north west of the Old 

Manor House. It seems q~ite clear that these two areas 

were two blocks of arable into which the strips of the 

original demesne arable had been consolidated in the old 

West and East fields, which by that date had disappeared, 

though the Great MarIes arable had been described as demesne 

meadow in the 1577 Survey. 

The Bramers, easily accessible from Leconfield, Arram 

and Scorborough, were frequently let to tenants from both 

Leconfield and Arram; the interposition of the Hotham estate 

at Scorborough between the Percy section of that village and 

the lordship of Leconfield would make the Bramers more 

inconvenient for Percy tenants to reach. 

Such grants usually mention 'pairs of Bramers'. In 

1474 a tenant from Leconfield - John Donne - was admitted 

tenant of 'unum croftum cum messuagio, tres bovatas terrae 

arabi lis et unum moram in Errowholme et unum par de Bramers 

cum pertinenciis suis, nuper tenta Ricardo By11yngham pro 

termino vitae suae.,2 In 1488 six tenants came to court to 

1 PRO.I.P.M. Chancery Enrolment C 135/116/1 ) 26 
Excheque Enrolment E 152/89 ) Ed.III. 

2 Pet.MOR.21 D.3.18. 13 Ed. IV. 



surrender two pairs, one pair and one~and-a-half pairs of 

Bramers. Three tenants shared the two pairs, two the one 

pair and one held the one and a half pairs. Such surrender, 

without any note of compensatory admissions, would argue that 

there was more land available for lease at this time than 

the local demand could absorb. This would certainly seem to 

be the golden age to which the rebels of 1536 and 1549 referred 

in their petitions for land reforms. 

Later in the same year 1488 the jury reported that the 

lord's waste known as 'Arrowholme Greene' has been in the 

lord's hands 'since the day of st. Margaret in Yeme last 

past through lack of tenants.' The same report was made 

regarding another piece of waste called Hell Hole in Arram. 

Two cottages in Leconfield were untenanted, and 28 pairs of 

Bramers were lacking tenants who should have paid 27/2 per 

year for them. l The annual payment for each pair of these 

lands was slightly under Is. both in 1474 and in 1488. If 

one accepts the acreage which figures on the 1616 Plan at 

approx~mately 60 acres, the rent per acre reaches 5d. -

about the average for arable at the time. 

The Hall Field, l8i acres of demesne land, was let to 

villagers, since all 'such as hold the Hall Field are to 

scour the ditches and make the hedges of the Hall field from 

the Laund Gate to Adcroftgate.' The pasturing of horses and 

catle was prohibited on the 'meadow or grounde in Ie 

1 Pet.MCR.22.D.3.l8. 3 Hen.VII. 
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Halle:feylde,.l This unusual turn of phrase would indicate 

that even as early as this, the open field system at Leconfield 

waB undergoing modification, and that parts of the arable 

fields were under grass and that therefore no rigid adherence 

to a common rotation system was being enforced. This would 

appear to be the case both because of the lack of uniformity 

in the geological formation which, as has been said, was 

unfavourable to standard mass cultivation and because of the 

apparently complaisant attitude of the lord towards this 

estate. The Earl was resident at Leconfield in July, 1488,2 

so that absenteeism cannot be alleged as an explanation of 

the letting of demesne land on so large a scale. 

With 1491 comes' the first s~ries of undoubted leases. 

On the death of the fourth Earl at the hands of the mob at 

Topcliffe3 the estates had been entrusted to feoffees during 

the minority of the future fifth Earl, who was about thirteen 

years old at this time. At the October Court 1491 seven 

tenants took up leases for seven years, in each case of closes, 

cottages, messuages and bovates, in both Arram and Leconfield. 

In five cases the names of the previous tenants of the 

holdings are mentioned, for purposes of identification. One 

of the lessees, Henry Bounes, surrendered a cottage at 3/

per year and leased a messuage, croft and bovate of land in 

Arram for 15/4. A second tenant held the lease of a dwelling 

house, croft, and three bovates for 38/8 per year. The 

1 Pet.MCR.22 D.3.l8.3 Hen.VII 
2 OSP.Dom. Hen.VIII. 
3 Oal.I.P.M. 28.April 4 Hen.VII. 
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ability to meet an annual financial call of this size and 

to manage a holding which must have been about thirty acres 

indicates a measure of prosperity not orten exceeded in the 

lordship. An even more striking example is that of Richard 

Wylbert who took on Cuthbertleys Close for £8 4s. -d. and 

Hell Hole Close for £2 -s. -d. per year for seven years. 

The remarkably large sums entailed, together with the unusually 

large ingress rine or l5s. makes it likely that Wy1bert was 

a newcomer and possibly a speculative grazier from outside 

the lordship.2 

Hitherto ingress fines had been quite nominal,sums. 

There seems to have been no preCise method, at this date, of 

assessing them in proportion to the value of the property 

concerned. In 1488 an annual rental of 31/8 for property 

taken for 111'e was accompanied by 1/8 ingress; whilst the 

next admission, to property worth 28/4 per year on the same 

terms carried with it a fine of only 1/_.1 In 1491 a seven

year lease of a cottage worth 3/- per year required 4d. 

ingress as did a tenement worth 21/8, but a 15/- annual 

rental bore an ingress fine of 6d. A lessee paying 38/8 per 

year was called upon to pay only 8d. fine. 2 

These moderate sums are in startling contrast with the 

6/4 fine on the 31/- rent for Ridding and Bullock Closes, 

and with the 15/- fine on the £10 4s. -d. for closes in 

the Old. Park.) A possible explanation of the lack of 

1 Pet.MGR.D.3.18. 3 Hen.VII. 
2 Pet.MGR.D.3.18.6 Hen.VII. 
3 Pet.MCR.D.3.18 oct.6 Hen.VII. 
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proportion is that the tenants of conventional tenements 

would be bound by various customary duties and possibly .. 
payments tacitly understood in the phrase 'according to the 

custom of the manor'. This would make it ai?pear that the 

letting of the closes was a new departure and that the 

lessees were being made to pay heavily for their enterprise. 

The payment of the £10 4s. -d. was apparently too heavy a 

burden for Richard Wylbert, as in 1492 he surrendered his 

lease, which ~as then taken up for a further seven years by 

four local tenants who undertook to maintain the hedges and 

ditches round the closes at their own costs for the period 

of their tenure. l The fact that both the closes concerned 

were on the outer perimeter of the lordship gives colour to 

the suggestion that the letting of the closes was the 

beginning of a new ~ractice. 

Though seven-year leases were usual at this time, a 

piece of meadow in the field of Scorborough was sublet by 

one tenant to another for two years in 1492; a holding in 

Arram ,for three years in 1492; another holding in Arram 

'during the minority of Henry Percy, Earl of Northumbreland' 

which, in 1496, ~eant a ,period' of between two and three 

yearsj another holding in Arram for four years in 1496. 2 

The short lease was the answer of the prudent landlord to 

the probl~m of "rising costs and fixed income from customary 

1 Pet.MCR.D.J.18 Mar.7 Hen.VII. 
2 Pet.MOR. ,)~.D.3.1~. 11 Hen. VII. 



land sources. Another answer was the letting of demesne 

land on a greater scale. Although the number of account 

rolls at Petworth is small and the contents of several leave 

much to be desired in the matter of detail, and although 

they do not altogether bear out the impressions to be gained 

from· the Court Rolls, it is Significant that the Collector's 

account for 1444 showed only Hall Field - a piece of demesne -

let to the Rector for £10 l3s. 4d. l This was the extent of 

the letting of demesne land. By 1523/4 however, the annual 

value of demesne let to tenants reached the total of 

£45 lOs. 8!d. 2 - a sum which almost equalled the annual 

receipts from the tenants at will. 

The same great change is to be seen in the contrast 

between the sums realised for such miscellanea as the herbage 

of oertain closes, agist and pannage, fishing and fowling, 

the lease of the great grange, the letting of the horsemil1, 

the sale of wood, swans, dayworks, increments of rent and 

perquisites of court. Whilst in 1444 the total was 

£26 138. 4d., by 1517 the same sources produced £75 17s. 4d., 

but during the 1540's these receipts diminished to a nett 

£58 148. 2d., a figure which remained almost unchanged for 

several 1'ear~. 3 

By 1557 the value of money had declined to an extent 

which made les8 real than ever the correspondence between the 

customary rentals and the true land values, whilst living 

1 Pet. Ms. D.9.3 22 Hen.VI. 
2 Pet.MS. D.9.l4 14/15 Hen.VIII 
3 PRO.Min.Acc.SC 6/4283-6. 
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costs showed a rise much steeper than that or the preceding 

period. It was thus desirable rrom the Earl's point of view 

to convert copyhold - especially copyhold by inheritance -

into leasehold tenure. l 

The Great Court or 1492 had seen three admissions where 

cottagers had paid ror their property, presumably with the 

usual accompaniments, rentals between 3s. and 6s. per year, 

the ingress fine remaining at 4d. irrespective or the annual 

sum concerned. 2 

In contrast, the Great Court or IJovember 1522 recorded 

nine admissions to cottages, the rentals ranging rrom 2s. 2d. 

to 7s. - an insigniricant increase in rental, ir the small 

number or admissions be indicative or the general position 

at the start and rinish of the thirty year period. 3 Yet 

the ingress fines had increased, so that each fine now repre

sented one year's rental payment - in effect a 4d. ingress 

fine in 1492 had become 3s. in 1522. 

By 1556/7 the Lord's necessity was clearly witnessed by 

the admission of 46 Le~onfield tenants and 12 Arram tenants 

to leasehold tenements for the life of each tenant and of 

the Earl. 4 This total of 58 was rurther swelled by 14 more 

Arram tenants and 5 rrom Scorborough in 1557/8.5 

1 This point is fully ventilated by Tawney "Agrarian Problems" 
passim, 'but especially on pages 303-5. 

2 Pet.MS • .MCR.29 D.3.18. 
3 Pet.MS. D.3.18.28 Nov. 13 Hen.VIII. 
4 pet.14S.MCR.33.D.3 .• 18 Sept. 4/5 Ph.&: M. 
5 Pet.MS.,MCR.33 D.3.1B Aug. 5/6 Ph.& M. 
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How the process was accomplished does not appear, but the 

upshot was that the majority of the tenants - if not all 

except the negligible number who held by free socage -

became lease-holders and "very fynab1e".1 The explanation seem 

to lie in the tenure "by custom of Cumberland", which would 

make possible the revision of all contractual arrangements 

at the accession of a new Earl or on the lordship's chapging 

hands. The grants just mentioned coincided with the restora

tion to the Percies of their estates which had been in royal 

hands since 1537. 

The process of increasing ingress fines was not new, as 

has been shown by the quotations from the court rolls of 

1492 and 1522. Nor was the change from copyhold to leasehold 

entirely new. This seems to date from the late 1520s or 

1530s, as the Earl was reported in 1537 to have "gressumed 

his tenants in Yorkshire and Northumberland shortly before 

his death (in 1537) and had given them leases for 21 years.,,2 

Ingress fines now amounted usually to three times the 

~nnual payment for the property, and in each case 50% of the 

fine was payable immediately, the other 50% being due within 

.six months of the granting of the lease. In this way the 

total of ingress fines from this lordship totalled £166 2s. 4d. 

on a/rent roll whose annual value was £55 2s. 2id. In 24 

out of the 77 admissions in 1556/8 the fine was twice the 

1 

2 

The phrase is taken from a letter in which the 9th Earl 
of'teredto Viscount Cranborne a manor in Dorset. (Cal. 
Salisbul'y MS.Vol.XVI p.277, 27th Aug., 1604.) 
L.& P.<F.7.D.No.548 Southwell to Cromwell, 20 Aug.1537. 
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at the accession of a new Earl or on the lordship's chapging 

hands. The grants just mentioned coincided with the restora

tion to the Percies of their estates which had been in royal 

hands since 1537. 

The process of increasing ingress fines was not new, as 

has been shown by the quotations from the court rolls of 
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annual payment or slightly less.1 

The foregoing figure of £166 in fines clearly shows the 

trend of increased fines when compared with the totals quoted 

for the whole of the Yorkshire estates during the Atiditorship 

of William Worme whose accounts record the fo11owing:-

1518/9 Ingress fines from Yorkshire totalled £54 6s. Bd. 

1519/20 

1520/21 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

£24 15s. 9id. 

£3B 4s. 4id. 2 

It must be pointed out that the comparison is indirect. 

The total of £166 represented a mass exaction of fines at 

the change of ownership of Leconfield only, whilst Worme's 

accounts only record annual ingress fines received from all 

the Yorkshire estates as casualties rather than a studied 

policy. These considerations do not however vitiate the 

gener'al inference. 

The necessity for the raising of extra revenue was made 

abundantly clear in the period of the 5th Earl and the 6th 

Earl. Worme's accounts showed that the financial position 

waS most unsatisfactory.3 

Betwe~n 1515 and 1527 receipts from all sources totalled 

sums ranging between £2,378 and £4,299, whilst expenditure 

during the'same period varied between £2,419 and £4,135. In 

only foUr ot'the -years.w~s there a credit balance, and then 
. . 

on s~.ye:rai" occasions this credi twas ficti tious as it depended 

u~on loan~ which do not appear in the accounts. SOIDe of the 

1 Pet.MS.MCR.33 D.3.1B. 
2 PRO.Misc.Bks. of Exch. T.R.226 
3 L.& P.F.& D.Vo1.XIV No~3380. 
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receipts were also deceptive since they orten included unpaid 

arrears which accumulated but which were unrealised. These 

arrears tor the Yorkshire estates in 1517 were reckoned at 
1 

£535 19s.10*d. - the accumulation or several years - whilst 

those in Leconfield alone totalled £48 l5s. 3id. 2 

Such a position could not continue indefinitely, 

especially as the ~arl continued to live on a scale of 

magnificence almost amounting to profligacy. ItMy Lo's costes 

at Wressle at alibi ••• £80" in 1518;3 "£200 borrowed 

towardes My Lo journey to Guynes"; "IIi yeardes of clothe 

of golde of tisshewe raised after 7 Ii. per yearde" in 1519; 

"annui.ties to a chauntry prest at Topcliffe and to fyve at 

Beverley, amounting in all to £30" - are items which 

corroborate the scale of magnificence portrayed in the 

Household Book. 4 This mode of life accounted partly for the 

£17,000 debt with which the Earl's estates were encumbered 

on his death in 1527, and for the necessity of pledging to 

St. Mary's Abbey at York of the Earl's plate to raise money 

for the. funeral expenses, which in themselves were on a 

lavish. Bca1e.5 

In these respects the 5th Earl's plight contains all the 

ingredients which Mr. L. stone alleges, made up the recipe 

1 PRO.Misc.Bks.of Exch. 226 
2 P~t.MS.MAO 4.9.13. 
3· d 81Sabove 9 Hen.VIII 
4 PRO.Misc.Bks.of Exch.226.10 H.VIII. 
5 AHP. I. 380.· 
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for the decline of the Elizabethan aristocrat; whilst the 

6th Earl's unhappy life illustrates admirably the allegedly 

deliberate policy of the Crown to liquidate the old baronage. l 

The effect on the Percy northern estates wrought by the 

Earl's political fortunes is described by the Crown Surveyor 

in a letter dated August 1537, in which he states that he 

never nsaw a finer inheritance more blemished by the folly 

of the owner and untruth of his servants than those of the 

late Earl. If by recompence of those who have extraordinary 

ebardges it be reduced to the state it was in in the old 

Earl's tyme it would be right meet for His Grace who is now 

owner, for the honours and castles purporten such a Majestie 

in themselves now being the King's as they are in Manner as 

Mirours or glasses for the inhabitauntes twenty myles compas 

every way from them to look in and to direct themselves by.,,2 

The Crown administration of Leconfield in the years 

immediately following the Earl's grant of 1537 did not show 

any remarkable advance on the figures resulting from the 

efforts of the Earl's officials. The returns of nett receipts 

show a numerical decline, but this cannot be taken as clearly 

conelusive, since so many annuities granted both by Earl 

and.Crown, together with the much-needed repairs to manor 

house and park pale, had depleted the income from the lordship. 

In 1541 the tees and supplementary land grants to Leconfield 

1 Eo.H.R. 1948 p.l-2 and 5-15 tlAnatomy of the Elizabethan 
Aristocracy" L. Stone. 

2 L&P.F&D.Vol.XII pt.II No.548. 
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officials totalled £30 9s. -d. - a sum quite separate 

from other expenses and doubtless chargeable against the 

lordship. Annuities for all the estates in Yorkshire -

of which Lecon~ield would have to bear its share - reached 

the sum of £1,175 Is. Bd. in that same year.l 

Twenty years earlier the total of receipts from tenants 

at will had been £51 l3s. -d. (1518)2 - a figure which showed 

an increase of only 16s. Bd. over the total for 1444. 3 

In the year of the 5th Earl's death and funeral, the 

shortage of money had apparently impelled the reversal of 

the normal process of service-money commutation. Arrears of 

£4815s. 3~d. in the 1517-1B account are described as "upon 

the lord's tenants for carrying tasks and other duties 

connected with the supply of provisions delivered to Robert 

Percy the Constable of the Household, as recorded in the 

Household Book under the heading of arrears. ,,4 

Between 153B and 1543 the receipts from tenants at will 

varied slightly between £43 17s.10d. and £51 6s. 4d. These 

figures cannot be taken as more than indications, as the 

MSS. for several years are General Yorkshire;;:sta te Accounts, 

in which individual lordship receipts are entered without 

information as to whether or not they include arrears. 5 

1 PRO.Min.Acc.S.c.6.4284. 
2 Pet.MS.D.9.l3.8/9 Hen.VIII. 
3 Pet.MS.D.9.3.MAC 22.Hen.VI. 
4 Pet.MS.A~C.D.9.13 8-9 Hen.VIII. 
,.5. PRO.Min.Acc .sc 6.4287-4291. 
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Even under these circumstances, it is clear that receipts 

f~om tenants at will had remained static in this lordship 

for at least a century after 1444. 

When in 1556-7 the Earl regained his estates, the new 

admission list contained the names of 77 tenants whose rents 

reached the total of £56 Ils.lOid., so that rents still 

remained relatively inelastic, though the ingress fine total -

£166 2s. 4d. - was almost treble the rent roll. l In 1577 

still the same feature is exhibited, when the tenants' total 

payments were £54 18s. 2td. 2 

The following tables sunnnarise much of the material which 

has been treated verbally above. 

1 Pet.MS. D.3.l8.MOR 106 Sept.4/5 Ph.&M. and Aug.5/6 Ph.&M. 
2 Nett figure. The gross, including Cherry Burton, Hessle 

and Beverley rentals is £60 14s. 6id. 
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Table 4 

- s on s Leconfie1d Admis i Ll t 1556/7 
. 

- --- --._--. I 

Tenant Cot Property Rent i Fine I 
! 

£ d. 
) d. s. ;£ s. , 

J. Johnson 4 3/-,3/-,1/6,1/6, 3 
bovates 40/ol part of 

, 

Brownmore 1/ 2 10 6 ; 7 11 6 
Joan Hall vida 1 3/-, 2 bovates 26/8 1 9 8 ~4 4 6 
John Collin 1 2/6 2 6 7 6 
Wm. Kidder 1 3/4 3 4 10 -
Thos. Parker 1 1/6 1 6 , 4 6 
Rich. Pereson 1 6/4, part of 

! : 
Crakesike 3/4 9 8 1 1 9 -, 

Henry Buddell 1 4/6, 1 bovate 13/4 17 10 : 2 13 6 
Hugh Wilson 1 8/-, Bramers 7d., 1 

Scotemore 2/6 11 1 i 1 13 -
John Wetwang 1 6/6, 4 bovates 53/4, 

1 
I 
I 

Westwood 45/- 5 4 10 !15 14 6 

Jas. Lyngerfe1d 1 tenement 3/4, 1 i 
bovate 13/4, j , 

Scotemore and i 

I 
lCrakesike 10/- 1 6 8 I 2 6 8 

I 
George Buttrie 1 

1
6/

10 6 10 I 1 - 6 

Richard Buttrie 1 4/- 4 - , 12 -I 
w. Fu11adowne 1 

14/- 4 - I 12 - I 
j I 

Robt. Brownhil1 1 14/- 4 - I 12 -I 

William Knowles 1 14/8 4 8 14 -
Chris. Pereson 1 j6/10, Thistle I ,Hills 3/4 10 2 1 8 -
John Harper 1 !6/10 6 10 ! 13 8 

Isabel Wmson vide 1 i2/2 2 2 I 6 6 I 
. John Lambert 1 12/- 2 - 6 -l 

Thos. Preston 2 i 2/4 and 2/2 4 6 I 13 6 
i 

Peter Hall 1 13/-, scotemore 1/3 4 3 ! 12 9 
I 6 

Jas. steveson 1 13/- 3 - -
Hen. Hocheson 1 ! 3/- 3 \ - 9 -
John Burton 1 ;3/- 3 - 6 -
John Pereson 1 15/-, Scotemore 1/3 4 3 4 -
James Smyth 1 !4/- 4 - 8 -
Laurence Lithe 1 14/- 4 - 9 -
Wm. Leckington 1 14/8 4 8 14 -
Rich. Hochenson 1 13/- 3 - 6 -
Robt. Pereson 1 13/-, Oxcargate 2/- 5 - 10 -
Joan WmBon vida I 15/-, Scotemore 2/6 7 6 1 2 6 

Rich. Bradshaw I 16/-. Scotemore 2/6 8 6 1 5 6 

Edwd. earnabie 2 5/- and 6 8, Bullock 
Close 26", Twyneham 
Ing 3/-, Oxcargate 1/8 

. 2 bovates 26/8 3 9 8 10 9 -
John Fisher I ,3/-, Oxcargate 1/8, 

\ Co1tp'k 1/8 6 8 17 9 
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Leconfield - Admission List 1556/7 (contd.) 

Tenant Cot Property Rent Fine 
_. ___ • ______ .0 ___ • __ ._I--____ .. ,--:::...-..--.:.----+-......---..---...J....",-----...-I 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Thomas Hoton 

Thomas Fisher 

Peter Jackson 

John Martin 

Thos. Gilson 
Robert Jackson 

Cuthbert Leith 
Rich. Bilton 

Cuthbert Waughe 

William Sharpe 

Ambrose Martin 
Joan Fisher 
Richd. Gilson 

John Lithe 

Richd. Fisher 
Robert Fisher 
George Rippley 
John Gregory 
George Gregory 

1 2/-, Bullock 2/6, 
Belse Marsh 2/-. 

1 4/-, 1 boy. 13/4, 
Bramers 1/8i, Arram 
Park 1/3, Coltpark 
1/3, Billingham Moor 

16d• fishing in Hull 
I wa ter 5d. 

1 j2/4, 1 boy. 13/4, 

I 
Bramers 2/3, 
Hull water 5d. 

1 11/6, It boy. 20/-, 
jBrowndale 9/-, 
I Bramers 3/5, Hull 5d. 

1 1 3/-, Coltpark 1/8 
1 !1/6, 1 boy. 13/4, 

!Oxcargate 1/8, 
I Bramers 1/2, 
!Brownmore 4/6, Hull 
! water Sd. 

1 11/6, Oxcargate 3/4 
1 ,2/-, 1 boy. 13/4, 

\ Bramers 1/2, 
;Co1tpark lOde 
1 Billingham Vioor 3d. 
I Hull water 5d. 

1 t2/-, 1 boy. 13/4, 
\ Bramers 3/5, 
; Oxcarga te 2/2t, 
IColtpark lOd. 
~Billingham Moor 6d. 
, Hull 5d. 

1 1/6, 1 boy. 13/4, 
Brown Moor 4/6, 

I Hull water 5d. 
1 ;2/-, Oxcargate 3/4 
1 i2/-, ~cotemore 1/3 
1 '2/-, 2 boy. 6/8, 

jArram Park 1/3 
1 14/-, Oxcargate 4/2~ 

land Billingham Moor 
6d. 

1 6/-
1 61-
1 8/
I 5/-
1 6/-

6 6 I 18 -I 
I 

1 2 

18 

1 14 4 
4 8 

1 2 7 
4 10 

18 

1 2 8~ 

19 9 
5 4 
3 3 

9 11 

8 
6 
6 
8 
5 
6 

I 

I 

3 7 

3 -1 
12 8; 

3 7 
14 

2 13 

. 

, 
I 
I 

-I 
6 I 

i 

I 
i 

41 

I 
I 
4' 

1 
3 7 6 , 

2 9 
16 

9 

1 9 

1 6 
18 
18 

1 4 
15 
18 

3, 
-I 
9: 

I 
9! 

1~ 

...... ______ ..-JL.--"'---------.----.-J....------'-----. 
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I 

\ 

I 

I 
I 

t 

I-' 
o 
I-' 

Lecoritield Lordship -·Tenant Holdings 1577 
Q) 

CD ::s .s:: 
0 ~ 

Q) :x:: 4) 

g H 

~ 
(Il 

~ G1 Name of Tenant G> g .......,. ~ Area Arable Meadow tl) 

!~ ~ Q) 0 .c:: 
~ ~ r-i .c: (Il Q) 

0 ,0 Q) !: to 
~ (1J ~ r-i ........ cd :> 0 
0 Q) 

~ -r-! >< ~ 0 0 r-i 
0 ::;;;; ~ 0 rn A ~ 0 a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. --- ._-r-- . --Leconf1eld 

Beatrice Robson 1 1 4 Thos. Sysson 1 1 1 30 John Stephenson 11 1 1 33 Wm. Terrington 1 1 32 John Smyth 1 1 1 9 Robert Dawson 1 ,I 38 Joan K1rkbye vide 1 il I 30 Richard Williamson 1 11 
21 1 ! 

11 

John Carnaby 1 1 III 1 11 2 0 18 3 0 2 0110 John Boulmer 2 1 14 0\27 

°1
34 

Matthew Spenser 1 1 1 1 1 11 

I 21
16 27 0 10 3 John Thomson 1 '2 3 3 

12 Henry Fisher 1 

I 
I 2

1
30 Richard White 1 12 I 3 6 John Roughe 1 1 III !1 

21
30 Gilbert Bosse 1 1 1 1 8 31 3 30 4i 0 0 Richard Johnson 1 1 1 2138 32 3 30 3 1 0 Agnes Preston vide 1 1 11 6 Robert Cole 1 1 1 1 1 2 I' 31 2 47 1 20 6 1 23 John Sharpe 1 1 1 

1 
1 

~l~ 2~ 0 6 t 8 !5 John Steare 1 1 1 0 

Total Rent 

a. r. p. £ s. d. 
t---

4 - 2 -
1 30 - 3 -

33 - 3 -
32 - 3 -

1 9 - 4 -
38 - 4 -
30 - 3 -

I 2 1 - 5 -
2il 

1 10 1 11 8 
0 27 - 7 -

30! 3 20 2 5 -
3 3 7 I - -
2 30 - 3 -
3 6 - 5 -

361 
2 30 - 4 -
0 38 2 11 8 

36j 3 28 2 11 8 I 

1 6 - 3 -
55 2 5 3 - 6 

18 3 13 ~ l~ -2 30 4 



I-' 
o 
I\:) 

• 

Leco~iel<1. LQrd~hip ~Ten~nt Holdings 1577 (contd.) 

G) 

Area 

G> g 4) ~ 
fIl:t:: fIl Et m :::s- :;j o~ 
,g ~~,g~~ 

~~O~G>~fIl i 
Name of Tenant Arable Meadow Total Rent 

~ M -- «S I> ~ ot----r---.-+-... -.-r--t---r---r--+-~-r_-t_--.----_ilt 
~ ~ ~ ~ 8 ~ 8 a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. £ s. d. I' -----------------~~~-;-;-;-~T-T-T-_T--r__r~~~_+--+__+--~_b~~~------~ 

3 011: 8 8 i 
1\30 i - 4 8 'It. IP5,- 3 -

James Bekarton 1 1 1 36 18 
1 30 

2 20 1 Robert Holme 1 
John Pearson 1 
William Coxe gent. 1 
Oliver Kidder 1 
Nicholas Hall 11 
El1z.Williams vide 1 
John Knowles 1 
Thomas Buttrie 1 
Wm. Fa110wden 1 
Christopher Fisher 1 
Thomas Browne 1 
Mic.hael Hodgson 1 
John Clarke 1 
Richard Kydder 1 
John Bynkes 1 
William Levett 2 
John Collin 1 
Laurence Carrock 1 
John Cornefurthe 1 
Richard Knoxe 1 
Hamlet Carrington 3 

" " 2 
George Lomas 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 15 
1 15 8 

36 
1 0 
1 14 
2 4 

1
32 

1 23 
1 24 
1 17 22 
o 33 
o 33 
1 14 
2 32 17 
2 20 
1 14 
1 36 27 

28 
3 28 
1 26 29 
o 22 8 
308 

3 24,20 
I . 

I 
I 

2 10 3 301 9 

I 

I 
~ i 
! 
! 

21201 12 
I I I 

11201361 

I 
I I 1 
I \ 1 

2 O· 3 01 10121 

I I 
1 20 

2 10 
3 20 
3 0 

3 31 321 31 
I . 

• i 1 
3 0122,1, 34 

3 10 10 
3 0 11 

I 

31 13g 1- 18
2 

8
2 

it: 

" 

t -: 
1, 01- 2 4 ! 
11 l4 i- 2 2 I 
2i 4,- 4 8 I It. . 

: 321- 4 - I 
Ii 231-4 - ! 
1\24\- 4 -
11 17j2 11 6 
0)33J- 6 -
0!33j- 8 -
1; 14!- 3 4 
Ii 211 13 4 
2120j - 6 4 
1!141- 2 6 
3; 38

1
1 9 8 

1281- 1 6 
3128 - 6 10 
0118 2 7 6 
3112 - 19 4 
11 0 1 6 10 



Leconfield Lordship - Tenant Holdings 1577 (Contd.) 

I 
t 
f 
t 

I--' 
o 
\..N 
• 

Name of Tenant 

Jas. Eglesfield 
Richard Burton 

Arram 

2 
1 

An thony Lythe ! 1 
John Sharpe 1 
John Lee I 1 
Joan Foxton vide I 1 
William Bilton 1 
aart. Phillips I i 
Richard Gillson 
Thomas Gellson 2 
Thomas Boulmer j 
Richard Martin I, 

Peter Robinson 1 
Ambrose I.1artin 1 
Richard Billton t 
Cuthbert Waughe I 
Elizabeth Sharpe 1 
William Weste 
Cuthbert Lythe 
John Dawson 
John Martin 

1 

Philip Jackson 

L ___ , __ _ 

• • 

1 

1 1 
1 1 

1 
1 1 

! 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 

Total Rent 

4 51 0 718 3 101 
2 1~ 2 301 I 

! , ! 
itt 

1 13 
1 

1 i 1 81 I ! 2 0 I 
IIi,; 1 12 1 I I ! 
1 1 I 241 ,I i ,",i 

I 1 f 271, . I 
1 1 1 2 i I I! I! 

I I 1 \ 1 0: 71 2 01 11 2 0 I 91 
2 f I 3 3i 1 8 ~ IiI' 2 2 4; 

III { 1: nt i I 11

1 20 I, 11 ~ g! I ~!, 
1 
1 

' 2 I 34: 41 2 0 I, 2 0 61 
'ti 1 1 24~ I II ',I i 

1 iii ~g! 71 3
i 

6! 11 0 0 1 91 
I 1 I 1 241 6

1 
3 61 1 0 121 8; 

! 1 ! 1 161 6
f

l 0 201 I 3 33 7; 
! 2 ! 2 2~i 9, 0 141 Ii 2 32111; 

1 ~~III 111 i 361 6,' 0 3~ I 2 2 8: 
1 1 1 8,; 11 r 0 6 1 3 3 13 i 

I I 2 20 I 71 0 19 Ij 0 5 8 i 

s. d. 

3 17 1 7 6 
2 30 - 6 10 

I 
! 

31 8 1
- 4 

11121- 5 
124i- 5 
:27!- 3 ! ! 

Ii 2;- 1 I • 
Ii 01- 15 , I 
3il0l- 8 
21341- 8 
0136:- 15 
Oj341-16 

/24;- 2 
2l10l- 2 
01261- 15 
11 2!- 5 
11291- 13 
11301- 18 
1: Oi- 1 
OJ' 34/- 14 o 17 1 1 
31 4J - 15 

6 
4 
8 
7 
4 

4 
4 

10 
IIi 

6 
10 

~ I 



Leconfield Lordship - Tenant Holdings 1577 (Contd.) 
I : 

I--' 
o 
+:-
• 

Name of Tenant 

Thomas Fisher 
Margaret Watson 
Thomas Hutton 
Cuthbert Fa110den 

Scorborough 

William Myles 
Francis Fisher 
George Ripley 
Robert Fisher 
Gilbert Roughe 
George Gregory 
John Garthame 

Burton 

Brian Pattison 

Hessle 

1 1 1 
1 1 

1 

11 1 

1 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 I 1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Area Arable Meadow Total Rent 

p. a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. £ s. d. 
I 

13 1 2 12 8 1 0 1 2 11 11 11231- 19 4 
1 1 24 5 3 20 1 2 0 6 3\ 4,- 15 4 

1 0 II! O!- 2 -I 2 1 8 8 3 0 1 2 0 10 21 8l- 15 8 

It I I !, il I 
Ii 3 2 2 0 67 1 4 32 o. 0 101 3 414 13 4 
12 1 1 0 ~ . 1 1 I 0;- 6 _ 

1 12 3 20 5 0 10 5 3 20;- 8 _ 
! 12 2 20 2' 4 4 0 i

l 
0 5 01 24 :- 6 _ 

II \2 2 20 20 2 0 Ot 2 3. 0:- 5 _ 
!,22 2 20, 1 20 4 0 \, 01 5 01 0:- 6 _ I I I I I no de ta 11 B I I i 3-

I I I 14 23 2 0 128 0 0 I 1,151 21 0; 4 _ _ 
I I I Iii : 

Philip Watman 

1 I 
I III I \ I I : i no de ta i 1 s . " - 8 4 

\ 1_:_¥:_~~_:_~_:_y_c_o_x_e_~--L.._~11 ~~_' -,-j--,l~_J ___ il_L~._~_~5I __ I J~8_=-
L ... _. __ _ 



LECONFIELD 

Section 6 

The Period of Change 
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The marginal note and textual insertions in the 15ff 

Surveyl show that a more accurate examination of the lordship 

was made about 1602, but no record other than this is to be 

found in the Muniment Room at Petworth House. Iv;-any revised 

acreages are recorded, most of which represent a considerable 

increase - presumably the result of survey by measurement 

instead of "by estimacon tl
• This of course was still another 

course open to the landlord who wished to gain full profits 

from his possessions, especially as rents were fixable 

with reference to acreage. One of the notes reads; "It 

shall be very nedeful for the Lord of the i:.!anour to cause 

the Bounder to be gone over by the baliff and certen of 

the tenaunts every three yeres choosing part of the 

ancientest to instruct and :part of the yonger to Ierne." 

From these addenda the following points emerge:-

The figure for demesne land in Leconfield increased by 

over 150 acres to 1,703 aC. 3 r. 16 p. including the Parks 

and the site of the manor house. 

Only 15 ac. 3 r. of demesne meadow, two cottages, two 

messuages, closes and garths totalling L+ ac. 2 r. 6 p., 

seven acres of: arable and 2~ acres of meadow in occupation 

in 1577 were not occupied in 1602. 

Several tenants now held on lease considerable holdings. 

A Roger Thorpe, whose background has defied discovery, held 
¢ 

1 J.Pet.MS. 1577 Survey passim. 
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the Old Park (652 acres) for £98 per year, and 280 acres of 

demesne meadow together with fishing and fowling rights in 

Arram Carr and on the River Hull for £31 per year. This 

represented more than one third of the whole manor, most of 

the property concerned lying in the south and to the east 

of the Beverley road. Other examples of' larGe holdinc;s were 

those of William Coxe who held 74 acres of various types of 

land for £9 2s. -d. per year and Bartholomew Phillips, 

the bailiff, who held mixed property as well as a share of 

the herbage of the Coursin8 Park for £45 per year. 

That resentment 'lIas felt by the 19cal tenantry at the 

intrusion of outsiders like Thorpe is witnessed by a plea 

made by him to the CHancellor in 1617. Thorpe stated that 

he had paid a half year's rent for the lands above mentioned, 

and had let certain of them to Richard if;illiarnson, yeoman, 

of Arram, but that two of the Earl's servants, Fotherley 

and Stapleton, interfered with his ~uiet occupation of the 

property. He had complained to the Earl who therupon rebuked 

his servants, but they swore tha t "they would malw the town 

to hote for them to dwell in"; the result was that no 

tenant could be found for Thorpe's lands, the right of way 

to the lands was blocked, he was denied a right of way 

through the holdings of other tenants, so that he had to 

pay money to have his hay brought by a roundabout route via 

the highway. Th1s, he alleged, had caused him a severe loss 

of profit so that he had been unable to pay his rent with 

the result that the lease from the ~arl was voided. The 
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two servants had then procured a new lease of the lands for 

themselves, whilst the complair..ant had been on Hi s b:a jes ty IS 

service in Scotland. l 

It seems as though Thorpe was unsuccesst'ul in his 

complaint as in 1625 Thomas Fotherley, "gent", was tenant 

of part of the Grea t Park wi th a rental of £179 l.'.1-s. 3d. 

whilst Thorpe's share of the Parle commanded the 

comparatively small rental of £9 l8s. _d. 2 The case thus 

assumes the appearance of a wrangle between two capitalist 

farmers, local sympathy being on the side of the more local 

of the two. 

Further points made clear by the notes in the 1577 survey 

are that the windmill was reported as "ruinous", and 

commanded a rent of only £2 13s. 4d. as compared with the 

£4 which had been usual since 1444; and that in spite of 

the property undemised in 1602 the total of rents and yearly 

receipts rose from £111 lIs. 2~d. to £356 l3s. -d. - much of 

the increase being due to the more advantageous letting of 

deme.sne lands, both meadow and park land. 

1 PRO Chane.Proc.(2) 6 Oct.1617 0.327/38. 
2 Pet.MS. Book of Leases 1625. 
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I-' 
o 
\0 
• 

Income Source 1444 
. " '(<" 

.£ s. 

Leconfield 
.. 

Demesnes 10 13 

Parks 

Windmill 

Fishing and 
Fowling 

Tenants and 
Cottagers 1+9 16 

Arram 

Tenants 9 6 

Scarborough 

Tenants 7 15 

Sundry Rents 
+ Free Rents 

.; 

LeconfieldLordshiE - Analysis of Receipts 
... 

1517 1523 1538 1539 1540 1541 1542 
! 

d. .£ s. d. .£ s. d. .£ s. d. .£ s. d. .£ s. d. .£ s. d • .£ s. d. 

4 45 10 8i 
l52 10 - 53 7 8 53 7 8 

56 1 3 I 
I 

1 6 8 
I 1 6 8 i 
I 

I 
\ • 

- 10 I - 13 4 • - 10 I - I I -
I i I 1 

! 
I 

4 51 13 - 145 18 4t!47 14 4 43 17 10 49 19 8 I 51 6 4 51 6 4 , I ! 
! i , , : I 
I 

\ 

I 
i ! 1 , 

8 , 
9 6 8 9 6 8 

, 
Included with Leco.nfield Tenants 

I 
! 

I 
.... • • • • • • • • • • • 
I , 

I I I 
I i I . 

5 7 16 
j 8 16 4 8 16 4 8 16 4 -I I I 

, 
I . 

I I 

41 
I 

4 16 4 8 I 4 8 4 8 - I - -! 

8 
$.'I) 
0' 
I-' 
(I) 

O't 



...... 

...... 
o 
• 

......... ' -<-. ". ". - . " .' 

f Income$oUl'ce 
1 

I L"econ1"ield 
t 

I 
I 

I Demesnes 
i 

f 
Parks ~ 

I Windmill 
! Fishing and i 

I Fowling 
! 
! Tenants and 
I Cottagers 
I 

\ 
Arram 

I 
I Tenants 
! 

I Scorborough • 
\ Tenants ! 
I 
t 

I Sundry Rents 
+ Free Rents 

I 

Leconf1eld Lordship .... Analysis of Receipts (Cont t d.) 
.. 

1543 1566 1577 1602 161.8 1622 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. ! 
I 
I 

45 5 8* 50 8 4-1 96 6 -
53 7 8 

228 - - 556 11 -
I 4 - - 2 13 4 

- 10 - 13 - -
51 6 4 56 11 10';- 39 15 2 42 5 4 210 12 8 

1
215 2 -

I ! I 

i 
r 

7 16 8';- 78 12 - ! , 

i I I 
8 16 4 I 6 6 4 6 7 4 74 8 4 

I 
I 

4 8 - 5 16 4 4 11 - 42 10 - I 
~------



Income Solirce 

Leconf'ield 
Demesnes 

Parks 

Windmill 

Fishing and 
Fowling 

Tenants and 
Cottagers 

Arram 

Tenants 

Scorborough 
Tenants 

Sundry Rents 
+ Free Rents 

Leconfield Lordship - Analysis of Receipts. (Cont' d.) 

1625 1633 1644 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. 

}639 76 3 4 

\S80 
3 8 

512 11 6 1 

33 6 8 13 6 
I 
! 199 14 4 I 

214 18 

i 
78 12 - 423 10 10 81 10 

I 74 5 4 I 70 14 
I 

42 10 - 37 10 

The following nett receipts are avai1able:-
1627 - £518 16s. 3d.; 1628 - £647 lIs. 8d.; 
1629 - £577 2s. Id.; 1630 - £622 17s. 2d. 

d. 

4 

8 

10 

-
8 

-

1651 
£ s. d. 

578 10 8 

t223 18 10 

80 10 -
70 14 4 

37 10 -



The dilapidation of the manor house and its consequent 

abandonment by its owners was probably a leading factor in 

their adopting the policy of permitting the open fields and 

demesne lands to be enclosed. The process seems to have been 

gradual, as the making of closes had been mentioned in the 

court rolls as early as 1583. 1 It would appear that in 

1565 Leconfield still possessed its open common sown fields,2 

although the process of enclosure of meadow land had already 

started with the division of Bullock Close into sections for 

meadow and pasture, as is clearly shown by the admission 

list for 1566/7.3 This beginning of holding in severalty 

which had started in the extreme south eastern corner of 

the lordship extended rapidly over much of' the erstwhile 

demesne meadow south of Arram village, including 

Oxcardales, Brown Dales, Br'own Moor, Colt Park, Billingham 

Moor, Scotmore and Crakesike; then Arram Green or "Arram 

Parrock" and much of the one-time demesne arable known as 

Bramers. The remnant of the old open field system in Arram 

was still in being in 1581, when a tenant was charged with 

having ploughed-in the common balk in Arram South Field. 4 

The advance of the new order on the old was not 

allowed to progress unopposed. William Noble built a "helme" 

or cowhouse on the East Green on the borders of Scorborough 

IPet.MS.:MCR.D.3.18.4 Oct 25 Eliz. 
2 ~Pet.MS.MCR.D.3.18 .. 25 Oct. 7 Eliz. 
3:Pet.MS.MCR.D.3.18.25 Sept.4/5 Ph.& M. and 

13 Aug.5/6 Ph.d: M. 
4 Pet.MS.D.3.1820 Oct.23 Eliz. 
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and Leconfield, failed to remove it on a court order, was 

amerced 10/-, 20/- and 30/- (twice) in successive courts 

for this contempt, and 13/4 for assaulting two officials 

sent to enforce the order. l Leconfield still retained its 

common fields in 1591 since stint breaches in the fallow 

field and trespasses of ducks and geese in the sown fields 

were then reported,2 and as late as 1605-6 many trespasses 

by cattle and sheep were presented. 3 

The mentions of stint breaches with sheep and ,cattle 

had now been common since at least 1582, when 30 were 

found "illegal1y" grazing in the "fyrth fie1d".4 Offences 

by cattle, oxen and horses, whilst not so frequent, had 

started as early as 1535, when eight tenants were charged 

with surcharging Leconfie1d comrnon with 30 draught oxen 

and 40 horses. 5 As many as eight stray sheep were reported 

by the bailiff in 1585.6 

These indications of the adoption of grazing on an 

increasing scale are borne out by the presentment of the 

earlier offender William Noble, who on one occasion "with 

eleven others chased cattle and horses out of the pasture 

with a long goad having an iron prod", and on another, 

with 35 accomplices, was accused of "slating, bating, 

chasing and otherwise abusing of the cattle of the tenants 

1 

2 
3 
4 
g 

Pet.MS.D.3.18 5 May, 13 Oct.24 Eliz. 22 Apr.,4 Oct.25 
Eliz.6 May 26 Eliz. and 21 Apr.27 Eliz. 
Pet.MS.D.3.l8.6 Oct.33 E1iz. 
Pet.MS.MCR.218 11 Oct.3 Jac.I 
Pet.MS. D.3.18. 13 Oct.24 Eliz. 
Pet.MS.D.3.l8.4 May 26 Hen.VII. 
Pet.MS.D.3.l8.8 Oct.27 Eliz. 
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of Leconfield and Arram, driving them from their common 

where they have used to go and ought to go peaceably at 

all tymes of the year".l 

The tempo of the change to pastoral farming quickened. 

The 1577 Survey showed signs of the recession of agriculture. 

Richard Martin had then held 6 ac. of arable in the common 

field of Arram, in which It ac. were now used for meadow. 

Margaret Watson and Cuthbert Fallowden had each had It ac. 

of' meadow which were described as "on their land-ends" in 

the same common fleld. 2 By 1603 certain parcels of arable 

in Arram East Field and 14 swathes of meadow nearby were 

reported as vacant,3 and in 1614 Arram Fields were surveyed 

as fol1ows:-

East Field: Arable 59 ac. 1 r. 5 p. Meadow 40 ac. 0 r. 13 p. 

North Field: It 

South Field: " 

32 

39 

1 

2 

24 " 
2 

9 

3 

o 

o 
This conversion of 52 acres to meadow represented the 

disappearance of one of the old common arable fields. 4 

25 

o 

In 1616 grass was being scythed in Leconfield West 

Field south of' the windmill, whilst in 1614 the windmill was 

reported as "decayed". If, as seems probable, the undated 

estate plan may be taken as dating from the second decade of 

1 Pet.MS. D.3.18.4 May 32 Eliz. 
2 See table of' Tenant Holdings 1577. 
3 Pet.MS.Court Book D.46 No.2.IvICR 217 15 Oct.l Jac.I 
4 Pet.MS. 1614 Survey. 
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the 17th century, the enclosure of the greater part of the 

manor was by then all but complete. Of the old strip culti

vation system there remained an insignificant fraction between 

the old manor house site and the freehold plot to the west 

of the village. Three parts of Arram Green pasture were 

still held in cormnon, and the Carr remained in its old 

state, doubtless through its continued liability to 

extensive flooding. 
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It is not possible to draw up in tabular form anything 

more than approximations to show the land division in this 

lordship. The survey of 1577 is not always as precise as 

might be desired, in the case of Leconfield; pasture land 

is dismissed, in the case of tenants at will in the vague 

phrase "and suf'ficien t corrunon"; acreages are "b,'l es timacon" 

as is indicated by the marginal notes; the one free tenant 

mentioned is described as holding an "oxgang" of land, 

whilst it is suggested in a note that there may be more 

than one free tenant, unless their holdings had become 

amalgamated; there is no mention of the extent of the 

glebe land; the three members of the manor are not clearly 

diff~rentiated. For all these reasons accurate tabulation 

is made difficult. 

In the following tables the acreages used are those 

of 1577; for the pasture land of the tenants at will the 

acreage of Arram Gre€n has been quoted; Arram Carr has been 

omitted entirely, as in the Survey; the free tenant's 

oxgang has been approximated at 10;.: acres; glebe land has 

been ignored. 

With these inaccuracies and approximations, the 

.'tolloiViin.g results are obtained:-l 

1 See tables overleaf. 
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Table 7. 

Leconfie1d - Division of Land 1577 

Township 
Arable Ileadow 

I---r--..,~...,--.........j..---,..............t--- r--.--+---,,-;--.,....-__ --~ 
a. r. p. % a. r. p. ~ 

Leconf'ield i~ 

~rram ~569 1 0 23.0 479 3 13 19.3 

... s_c_o_r_b_o_r_O_U_g_~h-'-_-1-_. ___________ [L ___ , __ . ....o-. ___ -'_-.:... __ -' ____ --' 

ARABLE 
- . 

To "a1 Demesne .i:,lree Tenants at will 

a. r. p. a. r. p. % a. r. p. c1 a. r. p. 7~ 1° -- ~--. I-~ 1-- ---1--._-- f-._--

569 1 0 37 0 0 6.5 10 0 0 ·1.7 522 1 0 91.6 

MEADOW 

Total . Demesne li'ree Tenants at Will 

a. r. p. a. r. p. % a·F~r 
a. r. p. ?~ 

->._---1--- --._. -'- -- '_- ---_.- ----, -- ----,.-
479 3 13 363 0 36 75.8 Nil 116 2 117 24.2 

I 

PASTURE 

(includes Parks and Arram Green, but not Arram Carr.) 

I.-
Total Demesne ]'ree Tenants at Will ~. 

. - r.J p. a. r. p. a. r. p. % a. ?I~ a. r. p. ~,'/ 

;c 

--~. 

1430 0 0 1290 0 0 90.2 Nil 140 0 0 9.8 
I j 

117· 



t' . 

Leconf'ield - Size of Tenant Holdings 1577 



In the previous table it is to be noted that only 

arable and pasture are included. Whilst there were 78 

tenements, there were 76 tenants, tv/o of' whom held two 

tenements each. Of these, 32 had allocations of both 

arable and meadow, one had only arable, and one only 

meadow. The holding of one Scorborough tenant was ur;speci-

fied., and whilst Hamlett Carrington of Leconf'ield held 

nearly 45 acres of land and 5 cottages, and whilst four 

other tenants held two cottages each, at the other end of 

the scale there were 40 tenants whose holdings failed to 

reach 2i acres. 

To express the information in a different way, the 

following tables are included, to show the relative 

acreages and proportions of arable and meadow:-

Table 9 
--------.. "-ARABLE 

:CaDge 
Township Total Tenants .:! .. verage Lofinimwn Iiaximum 

a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. 
I 

Leconfield 346 3 5 15 23 o 20 8 2 10 47 1 20 

Arra,m 89 1 27 13 6 3 20 I 0 1 20 11 0 6 

Scorborough 68 1 8 4 17 o 12 jo o 20 67 1 4 

MEADOW 
, Range 

Township Total Tenants Average l.linimum . 
a. r. p. a. r. p.! a. r. p 

Leconfi~ld 49 3 37 14 3 2 11 I 0 3 0 

ArrtLm 19 2 20 16 1 o 36 I 0 2 0 
! 

Scorborough 47 0 o· 5 9 1 24/2 0 0 

By combining the data of these two tables the 

following results are gained:-
119-

I.laxirnum 
a. r. p. 

12 1 20 

1 3 3 
32 0 0 
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-:L---'- , ~ 
T ~ __ 0..f __ ~~d .. :~.,?~~~_~_~~~~~e: No. of Tenants! Average Holding 

~ a. r. p; -:-.--- .. -- ... -------, .. ------.-1" .. --- ---a:-;'''r';'''p-;''-'-'''-

Arable 

Meadow 

504 2 0 

116 2 17 

32 

35 

! 

15 3 2 

3 1 13 

The generous proportion of 4t:l as between arable and 

meadow in this last table is accounted for by the unusually 

large meadow holding of the Scorborough tenant Which 

distorts the whole picture. If the Scorborough data be 

ignored, the averages 15 ac. 2 r. 12 p. arable to 

2 ac. 1 r. 10 p. are obtained, approximating to a 7 : 1 

proportion which comes much closer to the normal. 

These results form a remarkable contrast with the 

description of twenty years earlier, which though not 

complete in all the details provided by the 1577 survey, 

indicated:-

(a) a much greater preponderance of husbandry rather than 

the pastoral activity indicated in 1577 by the high average 

proportion of meadow in many holdings; 

(b) a greater spread of prosperity over the community, 

shown by the fact that though the arable land remains 

relatively stable in acreage - some 28-29 bovates - this 

waS shared by thirteen Leconfield tenants in 1556,1 but by 

sixteen in 1577. Similarly the 14 bovates in Arram, 

shared in 1556 by 14 tenants had shrunk to 9 bovates shared 

by 12 tenants. A more preCise comparison would be 

injudicious in view of the bovate's uncertain equivalent, 

1 Pet.MS.D.3.18. 4/5 Ph. & M. (Admission List p. 98-100 ante) 
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and the fact that the 1566 terrier is expressed in bovdtes 

and the 1577 survey in acres. 

The general rise of rental receipts as a result of the 

letting of demesne and park land - a policy which had 

characterised the latter 16th century - continued in the 

17th century. 

From the tables it is clear that the parks showed 

great profits as from 1602 - perhaps even earlier - and 

that receipts from tenements and cottages leapt to five 

times their 1602 figure by 1618. This was almost 

undoubtedly the fully revealed effect of the granting of 

leases started in 1611 as a result of which receipts from 

that source increased by 400%. 

With the opening of Arram Greenl and other previously 

common land to enclosure and improvement, the Arram rent 

roll increased by 1000% and the total receipts from the 

lordship - on the figures available, which omit several 

items, are almost ten times those of 1577. 

A slight recession in receipts from tenants in 1622 

persisted in 1625, and arrears· which had been mounting 

~1nce 1611 reached the alarming total of £1,454 8s. 4d. 

in Leoonfield a1one. 2 By 1633 however, whilst receipts 

from the demesnes and parks had declined by some 8% on the 

1625 fJ.gure, those from the tenants' payments rose by 

1 190 acres were divided amo~st 46 Leconfield and Arram 
tenants (Pet.MS.1614 Survey). 

2 Pet.MS.Arrears for Yorkshire 8 D.2. 
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about 7%. Unfortunately the 1633 record is no more than 

a summary, and there is no means of detecting whether the 

apparent decrease and increase of different items are 

really genuine or whether they are due simply to a 

variation in the method of tabulation under headings such 

as "demesnes" and "Rents of Tenants",l with the result that 

payments have been transposed. 

Rentals ror 1644 and 1651 reveal the same general 

tendency for receipts of all kinds to decline. The rate 

of diminution is slow - roughly 4.6% between 1633 and 

1644, and 0.7% thence to 1651. The rentals available 

present no more than the credit side of the account, except 

in a very few cases, so that there is no certain means 

or knowing whether the increased yields in the first 

twenty years of the 17th' century were real or apparent. 

Yet the figures as they stand show clearly that the peak 

profit year was round 1618-22, and that thenceforward 

a steady decline commenced, for which no particular source 

of income can be held responsible. 

The general effect on the tenantry of the changes 

which took place during the 35 years between 1577 and 

1614 is made clear by the table overleaf. 

Though details are lacking in the 1614 survey to 

show wb~ther the greater proportion of the land made 

available was tillage or pasture, there is a marked contrast 

1 Pet.MS. "BI-ief note of all Rentes etc". 1633 8.D.2. 
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~ ... 

between the areas held at the two dates. 

The almost landless group of 1577 diminished appreciably 

whilst that with a holding of subsistence size increased 

even more considerably. 

The number of tenants with the large holding remained 

numerically static at 1, but the size of holding almost 

trebled. 

Perhaps the most telling deduction is that in 1577 

over half the population held less than 2~ acres; in 1614 

only slightly more than one third were in that position. 

As a further sign of the more widespread measure of 

prosperity enjoyed by the ordinary tenant of this locality 

during the early 17th century, the following case may be 

quoted. 

Matthew Steere was returned in 1614 as holding a 

messuage and some 20 acres of land. In 1629 - when he was 

described as a yeoman - he was attainted and his goods 

seized on behalf of the Crown. His possessions included 

a mare worth £3 13s. 4d., a musket worth 13s. L~::l., cash 

to the value of £9 4s. -d. and a "writ ob.1.iging pledges 

of his good behaviour to the sum of £10." 

Further evidence showed him to be somePling of a 

capitalist, and that debts due to him from tenants in the 

neighbourhood totalled £173 17s. -d. Other deponents 

spoke darkly of Steere's prosperity - of having seen him 
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counting coins, when there was a great heap of 20s. pieces 

and bags of silver; of being bribed by him to keep the 

secret of his wealth; of being assured by Steere that 

"he was worth at least £500".1 

Whilst no doubt the accuracy of all the statements 

is open to question, there can be little doubt that this 

individual was prosperous to a degree which would have 

been unusual in one of his standing in 1577. 

1 PRO. Sp.Comm. & Returns in the Exchequer E.178/575l. 
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Table 10. 

Size of' Tenant Holdings - 1577 and 1614 contrasted 

... -~.- ... -~- .--.. -....... ~- .----~:~:r·-····---······-I· 1614 "r. 1577 "t. I 

....... --_._ ..... -- ,----.--.---. \ 

35.4 53.9 ! Under 2~ acres: 

! 
I 

24.6 2.6 2~ - 5 " 
9.5 15.8 

, 
5 10 " I 

I 3.1 9.2 10 15 1/ 

I 6.2 15 20 " 1 

10.8 3.9 I 20 25 " 
1.6 25 30 " I 

I 

1.6 5.3 ! 30 35 " 
I 

3.9 
l 35 40 " 

1.3 40 45 " 
3.1 45 50 " 

50 55 " 
1.6 1.3 55 60 " 

60 65 " ; 

! 

65 " 
I 

70 I 

1 

1.6 70 75 " 
I 

I 
75 80 " ! 

! , 
80 85 " I 

85 90 " I 
90 95 " 
95 100 " 

1.3 100 105 " 
1.6 More than 105 " 
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Table 10. 

Size of Tenant Holdings - 1577 and 1614 contrasted 

_._ ..... __ ._ ....... - ·_····_····3'"-······_······_· .... ··_······ .. ·· .. ····· .. _-,· 
1614 "I. 1577 ~ ; 

...... _____ ' ___ h___ -- I --.• -...--... *---------- : 
35.4 53.9 

I 
Under 2';- I acres j 

I 

24.6 2.6 2~ 5 " 
9.5 15.8 

. 
5 10 " i 

I 
3.1 9.2 i 10 15 " 

\ 

6.2 I 15 20 " t 

10.8 3.9 I 20 25 " 
1.6 ! 25 30 " 

i 

1.6 5.3 I 30 35 " j 
I , 

3.9 
: 35 40 II 

1.3 40 - 45 " 
3.1 45 50 " 

50 55 " 
1.6 1.3 55 60 " 

60 65 " 
65 70 " 

1.6 70 75 II 

75 80 " 
80 85 " , 

j 85 90 " 
I ! , 90 95 " 
I I ! j 95 100 " 
I 

! I 1.3 100 105 " 
• 

1.6 
, 

! 105 " I r~J:ore than 
I I 

• 
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\-J I 
f\) \ 

?'l 
! 
! 

l 
i 
i 
i 

i 
\ 
! , 
I 
1 

I , 

1 

I 

Tenant ---
Demesnes 
T. Fotherley gent 
Allan Percy 
R. Remington 
Bart. Phillips 
Mat. Phillips et.a1. 
Cuthbert Fallowden 
Allan Knox et.al. 
Richard Willman 
Roger Thorpe gent. 

" " " 
tI 

'vVm. Blakes ton 
John Lythe 
William Lee 
Roger Thorpe 

" \ 

\ 
I 
! 
! 

Roger Thorpe 
Bart. Phillips 

l 
Tenants and Cottagers j 

! 
Bart. Phillips \ 

Arthur Cole 
John Bell 
Peter Binks 

I 

i 
I 
! 

I 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 

Leconrield Leases 1625 

._~ proper..;;t~y_-_-_-.=-_-_-_ -_~ 

Part of Great Park 
Res t of Park •• 
Li t tIe Park •• 

• • 
• • 

Part of Coursing Park 
"" " 
" II " 
" II " 

It 

" 
" 

• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • · . • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • \ 

i
l 

Part of park •• 
II " " • • 

• • · . • • 
• • • • • • 

\ 
I • • 
! 

Site of Manor and mote •• 
Divers pieces of ground 
Coursloppe Close •• •• 

• • 

! Bullock, fishing in Dyke 
• • · . 

I Bramers •• • • • • • • • • 
; Pieces of demesne, fishing & 
I fowling in Carr, Hull and Ings 
I except Bullock Dyke; profits of 
i Swans & right to cut 'hassocks' 
t in the Carrs.. •• •• •• 
\ Windmill (decayed) •••• 

Controllers Close •• • • • • 

garth & arable · . • • · . 
an oxgang •• · . · . · . . . . . • • · . • • 
3 ac. encl. from Common 
4 " " " ac. 
4 ac. pasture • • • • . . 

Date TYears ~- Rent :1 

I 
£ s. d.; 

1611 21 1179 14 8 
II ! " I 101 16 10 
" I " \ 90 - -

1609 I 21 34 
. 50 
I 62 
! 

I 24 1 6 
! 5 

'I 1609 1 21 ~ 18 -; 
1606 I 21 19 6 8' 

\ 1610 \' 21 16 
. 1611 21 8 - ~, I 1610! 21 14 16 

I 
I 
I 
! 
I 

1613 

1606 

1609 
1610 

II 

II 

21 

21 

21 
21 
It 

11 

22 
2 13 

10 

4 
2 6 
1 
1 8 

16 
2 11 

4 
- ! 

I 
I 
I - ~ 

2 1 8 
, Il' 

- 1 0-
j I-' 

(b , . 
- t ......, 
- j I-' 

• 



I 

\ 

I 

Tenant 

Bart. Mackley 
John Carnaby 
Peter Roughe 
Richard Fenby 
Richard Pearson 
William Singleton 
Margaret .Hall 
Allan Knox 
W1ddow Hackeabie 
George Fisher 
Anne Cornef'urthe 
Leonard Siddall 
John Fisher 
John Harte 
Chris. Gateside 
Michael Gilson 
Anne Veale 
William Fenby 
Edward Makley 
Richard Vfheatley 
Peter Binkes 
Mark Bell 
William Lee 
George Fisher 
John Vvaugh 
John r.:oore 
William Cox 
John Lythe 
Bart. Steere 

I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
\ 
I 
l 
i 
I 

I 

Leconfield Leases 1625 (Cont'd.) 

Cot 

1 2 ac. encl. from Common 
11 " It • • m 4 ac. 

1 2 ac. pasture •• • • 
1 2 ac. It • • • • • • 
1 2 ac. encl from Common •• 
1 ! 2 ac. pasture •• 
1 I 2 ac. " • • • • 
2 4 II ac. •••• 
1 142 ac. 
1 ac. 
1 -\ 2 ac. 
1 I 2 ac. 
1 I 2 ac. 
2 I 4 ac. 
1 1 2 ac. 
1 I 2 ac. 
1 I - ac. 

!. i 4 ~~: 
1 \ 2 ac. 

14 ac. m 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
m 

1 2 ac. 
153 ac. 
! 2 ac. 
\ 2 ac. 
! 2 ac. 
i 4 ac. 
12 
14 ac. 

ac. 

I 

" It 

" 
II 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

• • · . 
• • • • 
• • · . 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
(blank) 
(blank) · . • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • · . • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • · . · . 
• • 
• • 
• • · . · . 
• • 
• • 
• • 

· . 
• • · . 
• • 
• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 
• • .. . 
· . 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

· . 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • · . · . · . 
• • · . 
• • 

Da te I Years 1 
1611! 21 1 
1610: 21 ' 

It II 

" " 
" " 
" " 
1/ " 

" It 

" " 
" " 
" " 
II " 

tI " 

" It 

" " 
" " II II 

" " 
" It 

II " 

" " 
" It 

" " 
II " 

" " 
" " 
" 11 

" " 
" " 

Rent 
£ s. d. 

18 
11 12 

17 4 
4 8 
4 8 

1 

2 18 
18 

1 

8 

1 4 
18 

1 8 
148 
- 18 

4 8 
4 8 

19 4 
15 19 

18 
11 6 
148 

20 17 6 
114 

18 
8 

6 6 
16 

5 16 

i 
I 
I 

\ 
I 
I 

I 



\ _~~t 
Mark Bell 
James Marshall 
Richard Wheatley 
Robert Nelson 
Robert Ververie 
William Lee 

I 
William Aykehead 

I 
Margaret Harman 

I Arram 
i Richard. Williamson ::-:: I Richard Ward 

;-: I Joan ii:artin 
~ I.. Thomas Bulmer 

Richard Bilton 
1 Michael Waughe 
! Richard Waughe 
! Anthony Lythe 
i Michael Waughe 
\ John Lee 
, Elizabeth Martin 
1 , Stephen Robinson 

Ralph Robinson 
! John Waughe 
! Matthew Spencer 
I Matthew Sharpe 
II Richard Williamson 

John 3ilton 

Leconfield Leases 1625 (Cont'd.) 

- _C:t :-:~-.--~~~::~~~~~---~~--~~~-~~~-Y:~~-;T~~ -~r~.'l 
1 2 ac. " • • • • • • • • I" "I - 4 8 ! 
1 2 ac. " •• •• •• •• I" ,,' 6 8 ! 
1 114 a c • It • • • • • • • • I It I "10 8 : 
1 • • • • • • • • • • • • I " II" 6 8 j 
1 2 ac. pasture •• •• •• I " ." 18 

1 cot tage f'or life • • • • • ." 1 
1\ holdeth the Westf'ie1d •• •• II II '\ 11 58 

i I 
m 1 5t ac. pasture • • •• jll~lO i 21 2 10 
m j 4 ac. It • • • • • • I II 4 2 8 

I tenement • • • • ii • • • , " 'j' II 5 16 
m 4 a c. pa s t ur e • • • • • • 1" II 4 16 

4 ac. " •• •••• i" " 5 1 m 
m 
m 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

4 ac. II •• •• •• I II " 5 6 
4 ac. " •• •• •• •• I 11 " 4 16 

~ ~ ~ : :: : : : : : : : : I:: :: 1 18 
2 a c ." • • • • • • " " 1 3 
2 ac. It •• •• •••• " " 1 
2 ac. It •• •• •• •• It " 

2 ac. " • • . • • • • • II " 

m c - ac. " (blank) •••• II " 

m 14ac. " •• •••• "" 

16 
18 

. 6 2 
i 5 1 
! 

m ,4ac. " •••••.•• " " 
rn \4 ac • It •••••••• " " 

m L.j.ac. " •••••••• " " 

4 12 

\ ~ i 

i 
I 
I 

l 

I 
! 

I 

\ 



Leconfie1d Laases 1625 (Cont'd.) 

1 _________ T __ e_na __ n_t __________ ~c-o-t--~--------------p-r-o~p~e-r--ty~----________ +-_D_a_t_e-4_y_e_a_r ___ s __ +-___ R_e_n __ t __ ~1 
£ s. d., 

I 

~I 
j 

\ 
I . 
l 

John-Martine 
Richard Gib-tson 
Richard Willis.msan 
John Bulmer 
Cuthbert· Gilson 
John I~ythe 
Wil1ial'h Bilton 

Scorborough 

I 
i 

\ 

m 
c 
rn 
c 
c 
c 
c 

\~ 
2 
2 
2 
2 

ac. 
ac. 
ac. 
ac. 
ac. 
ac. 
ac. 

pasture 
. It 

• • 
It 

" · . 
It 

• • 
" 
It · . 

• • • • 
• • • • · . · . · . · . 
• • • • · . · . · . · . 

1610 ! 
:: I 

• • 
• • 
• • 

!', n l 

: : \ :: e \ 

: : II It 1 I 
I \ 

21 
" 
" 
" 11 

" 
" 

4 2 - I 
- 16 - I 
4 16 -
- 14 8 
1 11 -
- 18 -
- 16 -

\ 1 
Anthony Burd a tenement •• • • • • • • i 1611 I 21 ; 55 
John Cox closes (38 ac.) • • • • • • . " I II i ILl- - -
Elizabeth Clerk c 3a. 2 r. 19 p. & 2 'sates' .• I It I " i 1 4 -
Edmund Giles I c 2 gates •••••• ..1 " ! " I - 13 4 
George Browne c 3 " I II : II i 1 4 -

~i~~~~~ ~_~_~,_i_~_.:_~_~. __ ,_ ~_ ~ _~_ :~_::" __ :~_::_:: "I. ___ ::---I-_::_L 4 
_:_ 
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SPOFFORTH 

Section 1 

The District To-day 

.,' J. 

1. 



Spofrorth i& a village in th. West Riding, some foUl' 

and a half Bdle. south-east ot Harrogate and about ~ee 

1I11e. north-west of Wetherby, partl,. bounded to north and 

south b,. the Rivers Nidd and Wharfe. 

!he babltation centre lies on a hillside sloping gently 

trom .... t and north to a flood plain through 1fh1ch runs the 

River Crimp1e. This stream, which has a considerable 

eatchllent area and a ax1mwR length ot 14 miles, rises on 

8talaburn .001' and atter passing through Pannal and the 

.outhern outskirts ot Harrogate, during .. hich distance it 

has .ece:1 'Y.4 the 4l'aiDage :troa .ome twelve amaller becks, 

pe •••• tUoqh the pari.h ot 8poftorth, executing two 

JUn.t,.-4.pe. turna, tirat to the north and then to the 

... t betore 30in1ng the Nid4 at Black Stones Wath. 

!broughout ita length the Crimp1e has provlo..4 power 

r~ tour'II111a - at Pannal, Ful .. i th, Crimple and 8pottorth -

thee. at PaDDa1 and Spottorth atill being active. At moat 

tiM. ot Tear the evea, eapeciall1' in ita lo .. er reaches, 

1.\ el\181riu and unillpl'eaai ve, but in .et e.asons, eapeoially 

11' 'Uk. .144 1. in spate, widespread but not dangerou8 

tloocu.q i. experienced in the low-l71D8 land of Spof'tOl'th, 

;r.l1itoot aDd .A.lt.ton, in .pi te of' tloocl-banlt8 butl t on the 

.~t4be •• t the river in those ...... 

!be ldaole 41av:1ot haa _e .. sub3ected to much 

sla~'t1oa _Mooh baa 1.~t ita enecta cle.r11' visible in 

the barlDB in maD7 places of' the underlying millstone grit 



rock tara t.ioa. Bxalaples OZ this are to be toUDd in the 

Interior ot the ruined aanorhouse or "Caat1e", in the village 

street 1t.se1t,1 1n the curious isolated tras-ent known as 

"Hell Hole" on the eaat ot the ~lley near the tarahouse 

called Croeper - to quote oaly the aore obv1ous. 

The plentiful supply ot building atone thus available is 

r,fl.cted 1n the village, the great ma~orit7 ot whoae houaes 

are ot stone oonatruction - much ot it ot looal origin. The 

pre40ainating StODe "slatea" ~ so taadliar a cha"oteristic 

ot the West Yorkshire landacape- .. pe also readily to be 

had 1n .ertain parts ot the par1ah whe., the rock 1s 

r .. sonably triable and in laminated tora. This "plate stone" 

is ret.rred to OD s.veral occasloD. ln court roll. and account •• 

The h.u.e. ot the village are d1atrl~ut.4 on both slie. 

ot a loag alaost straight street rUDDiDi nortk-we.t - .ou~

east. Parallel to thia ruaa a aubei<Uar7 agoe.t ~oin1ng 

church &D4 ... teratll. TbPe. lateral Ian.. link th.ae two 

ad. provide trcmta,e. tor. the -~orlt7 ot the 120 houae. and 

~t~es whioh bave b.en supple.ented in re.ent tl .. s b7 

76 e,uaCil ho .. es. 

To-cla7, 'the _In road :from Wetherby- to Harrogate avoida 

~e -.1a part ot the village, turning .. st paat the caurch, 

oross1q the Cria,Ple b7 P01Rt Bridge, and thea turning at 

rlpt. aqles apiB to rUCA Barrogate an4 bare.borough via 

I ae. photograph No. 16. 



Plompton, where 1s to be aeen rock tormat10n s1milar to 

thoae examples quoted earl1er. 

As.oelated with Spottorth are the villages ot Aketon, 

Follltoot, KlrkbY' Overblow, NetherbY', KearbY', Sicklinghall, 

Linton and Llttle Rlbaton, though Kirkby Overblow 1a a 

aeparate pariah with it. own rectory, which, lilte that ot 

Spottorth, i. ln the gitt ot Lord Lecontield. 

Ateton 1a no more than a scattered aeries ot tarm 

bUilding., about halt-waY' between Spottorth and Follitoot: 

the latter a more sizeable cluster ot cottage. near where 

the Spottorth road climbs a hill to meet the road leading 

trom Pannal to Plompton. !he remains ot the village stocks, 

auitably shielded and railed are to be 8een near the crOS8-

roads, on the opposl te aide ot which are the 1mposing entrance 

gate. ot Ru4d1ag Park. These two hamlets, w1 th Spottorth, 

"7 be regarded as the Crimple TalleY' v11lages. 
• 

KirkbY' Overblow stands high on the west ot the watershed 

41 vi ding 1 t trom Spottorth aome two miles .wa1 88 the crow 

flie.. The village standa on the upper slopes ot a steep 

hillaide, between the 350' and 400' contours. Though only 

One third the aize ot spottorth, ita tine church and well

kept bulld1nga, and partlcularl;y ita po.i tio. wi th a _gnit1-

cent view over the Wharte Talley give 1t unuaual dign1ty and 

attraotion. IB the.ear ne1ghbourhood ot Kirkby Overblow are 

SWindon, Barr0w'b7, Netherb7, Kearby, and Addle thorpe , once 

aeparate .. nora, but DOW either isolated tarmhou.es or clUsters 



of' build1qa not eyen large enough to be oalled lwIl.ta. 

JTetherbT ia cloa. to the bank. or the Wharre near the 100' 

oontour, wMllt the re_inder stand well abOT. this altitude, 

but aoaewbat lower than Ilrkby OTe.blow. 

81 okl 1Dghal I , a mile and a haIr due south or Spottorth, 

lies f'a1r17 high on an undulating a1 te on the secondary 

road 1'1'0 •• etherb7 to the Barewood-Harroga te road. South 

ot 8ickliqhall aad Linton are Woodhall and Whitwell, both 

now prlTate houses, though once .eparate manors. 

l.uton, ocoup1'ins a picturesque position 1n a bend or 
the Wharf'e, haa DOW •• s'WIled the new character of' a "40rll1 tory" 

yillage f'or active aDd r.tir.d bu.1nesa .en, and presenta an 

appear&Dee in which the genuine and the pseudo-antique are, 

on the wAole, pleaa1Dg17 blen4.d. 

In the angle b.tw •• n the Wetherby - Siet1iaghall aa4 

"etberb7 - Spo:t:tOJlth roada 1s Stock.ld Park, now a _ten1tT 

b ... , but ODce the seat or the Middleton tam117 aDd the site -

III pr.-COD.quest 481's - of' the haIIlet otStockeld. This 1s 

*0-4&7 the .ost th1ckl7 wood.d a.otion of' the Whole area. 

:rlul17, on the north-eaat of' the Cr1DlJ>le yalle,. 11. 

Llt.Uealbatoa and Bl'aballl. Th. tormer, whoa. partner Great 

RibatoD :baa appare.tlT bee. engul1'ed i. R1bston Park, stands 

1. th •. :_agl. :toraed b1' the Crillple and the Nidd on the main 

road 11Dk1q Xnar.aborough wi th Wetherby, and joined to 

8po1'f'orth b7 a secondary and partiallT uarenced road. The 



village has no notable tea ture save the dangerous bends in 

the road which torma at this pOint the boundary ot Ribston 

Park. 

Braham - again once a manor in its own right - tilled the 

gap between Ribston and Follitoot lands. The site ot the 

origiD8l village is lost, but no doubt lay near to the preaeDt 

Brahaa Hall which taces Ateton and Follitoot on the tarther 

aide ot the Crimple. 

W. have thus completed anti-clockwise a rough survey ot 

the various villages and hamlets which associate themselves 

with the pres.at parish and the ancient manor ot Spottorth 

who.e village liea approxi .. tely in the centre ot the ring 

ot haIIleta. 

Much ot the "annulus" between spottorth and its ••• bers 

to the we.t and aOuth is atill occupied by Spottorth Park 

aDd Spottorth Bagga, a thiDly populated diatrict with onl7 

."bo~t hali' .. dosen tarDlhoua8a. The area is undulating, 

~7ina i. altitude between 400' and 150', and drained b7 

tour wateroours.s which tinally merge into two becks which 

join the Crimpl. a ahort diatance north ot Spottorth Mill. 

A tew .lUllpa ot woodland - and 80me ot theae conitera ot 

comparatively recent growth - are all that remain to show 

that thi. was once a thickly-wooded area. 

As in the majority ot districts which have been . 
glaciat.d, Spo~orth sho .. a wide variation in quality and 

6. 



rertllltT or loll. Whilst pocketl ot rich alluvium are to 

be tound here and there, the main characteristic is strong, 

heavy, clayey loil, interspersed in parts - despite 

continuous ploughing - w1th boulders and sometimes even 

upthrust. ot rock. 

Perhaps these comparat1vely difficult agricultural 

cond1tio.e, combined with other aocial and economic 

considerationa account tor the tact that only the minority 

ot the pre.ent villagera are occupied in agriculture. The 

ma~orlt7 travel daily to Harrogate, Wetherby or Leeds a. 
buaines. operative., or tind employment in small local retall 

shope. 

Travel racilities are good both by road and rail. The 

Weat Yorkahire Road Car Oompany Ltd., run regular services 

which comnect with Harrogate, Xnaresborough, BOlton Spa, and 

Leed.. Locally organised activities tind stern competition 

tro. the attractions of clnemas, dances and other entertain

ment. in the larger centree. 

!be cOJl1ng ot the railway has also played its part in 

the separat10n ot population and rural area. Originally 

the Church Featon - Harrogate line completed in 1848 and 

~oiD1ng the _in Leed. - Harrogate line at Crimple Viaduct, 

the railway on which Spof'torth etanda was owned subsequently 

by the Borth laltern and the London and North Eastern 

Rail.aT campanie. betore being 1ncluded in the North East 



District ot British Rallways. It. construction necessitated 
r 

the bu1ldiDg of a high embankment to the west ot the anor-

house - a feature which has distorted the original appearance 

ot the village through which it passes. A reasonably good , 
passenger service supplements that ot the bus compaD7, 

whilst • dally average ot 60 goods trains palses through 

the station, loading grain, potatoes and garden produce, 

and unloading fertillaer, agricultural machinery and todder. 

Kuch of thia traffic is long-distance bet.een South and 

Borth East, routed along this section to relleve pressure 

on the .. in line via York. 

!he population of Spotforth - 890 in 1951 - varied only 

slightly trom the figure of the 1801 census, though in 1851 

the population reached a peak flgure ot 1,113. 

To-day, aince the break-up ot first the Lecontield 

eatate in the 1920'a and ot the Harewood estate in 1952, 

the village ls largely a series of small holdings. The 

largest tara ln the village consista of 165 acres, some ot 

which are aln'tained as pasture tor a raclng stud. The 

"30rltl ot the land la stl1l utl11sed in the cultivation 

of barley, oats, wheat and a small acreage of rye, whl1st 

turnips, potatoes, beet and carrots make up the root crops 

whioh are introduced lnto a rotation 8ystem which provid •• 

tor a II1nl.WI of fallowing. 

Another tara - Glebe Farm - on church land iDllledia tell' 

behind the church, conslst8 of 80me 60 acres mainly utili8ed 

tor dalry tarming, though 80me arable is set a8ide tor the 

8. 



production of .inter fodder for the stock. A certain amount 

or pig and sheep-breeding is carried on. Thus the farming 

may be described as mixed - a rerlection ot the preponderant 

character of the terrain. 

Apart from the existence or two other hunter and race

horae training establishments, the local garage and filling 

atation - mainly concerned with the maintenance or 
agricultural machinery and trucks, tour or rive general 

ahope, the railway station and the three public houses, 

the local activities of Spottorth in the twentieth century 

show little change trom those of a century ago. 

The doll1nant building ot the village is the church, 

dedicated to All Sainta - a late Norman structure with 

later additions, not improved by a Victorian .trestoration" 

about 1858. Its registers commence in 1599 and have been 

transcribed for the Yorkshire Parish Register Society 

whilst the unprinted Church-wardens' Accounts cover a 

period 1637 to 1714. 

A Methodist Chapel founded in 1810 provides 

accolBodation for me.bers of that denomination, but the 

a .. ll nuaber of Roman Catholics hold services in a cottage 

under the direction ot a visiting priest who lives in 

8icltliDg~11. 

Of the rour Percy Manors under consideration in this 

aurve,., Spottorth has shown the greatest change in its 

wa,. ot lite with the passage ot time. That this 1s so ia 



due to a .ar1ety or raotors, or which the prox1Ddty ot 

industry in Leeds and the oomparat1ve ease of ga1ning 

emplo7ment in Harrogate have only asserted themselves in 

the last two centuries. No doubt one ot the in~luence. 

favouring change and development was the dilapidation 1n 

the mid 15th century or the manor house, and the consequent 

absenteeism or the owners or the lordship in favour ot 

the1r neareat Yorkshire residence at Topclirte. 

10. 



SPOFFORTH 

Seet10n 2 

• De.cent and History ot the Manor 
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In supyeying the multiple problems ot the economic and 

soc1ai deTelo,.ent ot tbis Manor, it mu.t be remembered 

cODatantly that BeTeral tactors are to be taken into account 

whioh tend to make tor special conditions. 

!he owner. were a tamily the vicissitude. ot who.e 

tortunes are notable. During the 15th and 16th oenturie. 

their .state., wholly or in part, became tor political 

reason. Crown property twice and were demised to other 

grantee. on two other occasions - a total ot some torty 

years at ditterent ttaes. 

Again, although once the original caput ot the Percy 

northern estate., Spottorth tound 1tselt, atter the 

acquislt10n of Al.w1ck in 1308-9, a comparatively minor 

property in all save an administrative capacity, and no 

longer .n~o7ed the special care and interest which its 

owners clearly devoted to it at an earlier date. 

The Scott1sh raids which toot place on a eonsiderabl. 

scale 1n the early 14th century and the constant uncertainty 

protracted into the 17th centur,y interfered with normal 

4eTelepaent and took .erious toll ot lite, property and 

receipts. 

PiDally, an Elisabethan survey comments adversely on 

the general lack at fertility ot the area - "the which sa1d 

Kannor 78 tor the more parte barren soyle by reson the 

12. 



In aUPTeyiag the multiple problems of the economic and 

sociai deyelo~ent of thia Manor, it must be remembered 

constantly that aeveral tactors are to be taken into account 

which tend to make tor special conditions. 

The owners were a family the viciasitudes ot whoae 

tort~es are notable. During the 15th and 16th centuries 

their estatea, wholly or in part, became tor po11tical 

~ .. son. Crown property tw1ce and were demiaed to other 

grantee8 on two other occaaiona - a total ot 80me forty 

years at ditferent ttaes. 

Again, although once the original caput ot the Percy 

northern eatates, Spottorth tound itaelf, after the 

acquisition ot A1D.ick in 1308-9, a comparatively udner 

property in all aave an adminiatrative capacity, and no 

longer .n~oTed the apeclal care and intereat which ita 

owners clearly devoted to it at an earlier date. 

The Scott1sh raida wh1ch took place on a conaiderable 

aeale 1n the early 14th eentury and the conatant uncertainty 

protracted into the 17th century interfered with normal 

4evelopaent and took aerioua toll ot lite, property and 

receipts. 

Finally, an Elisabethen survey comments adveraely on 

the general laek ot ferti11ty ot the area - "the which aa1d 

Kannor y8 for the more parte barren ao,yle by reson the 

12. 
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lande 7S either washinge lands or a stire co1d8 c1eY8 ••• "1 

Though the Tudor and Early Stuart periods are those 

under special consideration, it would appear to be valuable 

to trace the general development of the Manor from such 

scanty incomplete and disconnected records as are available. 

The Damesday Survey entry ahows that William de Percy 

acquired more or less what had been the estates ot Gamelbar 

in pre-Conquest times, and that in twenty years between 

Conquest and the compilation of the Survey, considerable 

estate improvement had been made. Four carucates ot arable 

and four acres of meadow used and worked by nine villeina 

and ten borders, a mill and a square league ot woodland 

pasture represented a value three times that ot pre-Conquest 

4&7s. Moreover Spoftorth was the only manor in the near 

neighbourhood whose value increased. In this particular 

district, Kearby, Kirkby Overblow, Walton Head, Barrowby, 

Braham, Spoftorth, Stockeld were held personally by William 

de Fercy; Leathley, Rudtarlington, Plompton, Linton and 

Wetherby were in the hands ot sub-tenants. The whole of 

the lordship thus detailed showed a decline trom £15 to 

£12 48. 8d. Kearby and Stockeld declined trom 20s. each 

to 1/4 and 5/4 respectively, the latter being described 

a. "not inhabited". Plompton and Wetherby remained at 

1 Pet.MS. 1577 Survey. 

13. 
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the same valuation - 20/_.1 It can only be supposed, 

ia the absence of all documents relating to the 12th 

century, that the process ot caretul development continued. 

With the death ot William de Percy in 1168, the wide 

estate. were divided equally between his daughters Maud, 

Counteas ot Warwick and Agnes, with whose marriage began 

the Louvain Percies. Richard, Agnes's younger son, who 

bad been lett the property held by his late aunt, received 

Spof'torth, ownership of' which, allOnglt other manors, was 

disputed by his nephew William, a minor, who by all 

precedents should have succeeded to the entire inheritance. 

Next there f'ollowed a series of agreements and "tines" 

between the two disputants 2 which concluded with William's 

gaining Spottorth tormally in 1226, though he bad been 

certainly in actual possession as early as 1223, when he 

was awarded a licence to hold a market there each Friday,' 

thus antiCipating like awards in the district by seventeen 

yeara.4 

A survey of Spottorth, undated but attributable to 

about 1220, shows at once the fruits ot careful estate 

.. nage.ent and the e~ects ot neglect or political unrest. 
_ "l~. { ~ 

Although thi8 appear8 a8 a continuation ot an inquisition 

ot'1258-9,' aince it has no separate heading, it aee •• 

probable that it raf'ers in tact to a date prior to 

1 Doa.ada7 - Bawdwen 1809 pp. 165-7. 
2 P.Oh.Bos.6,8,38,100. 
3 O.Ol.R. 8 Hen.III •• 20. 
4 O.Cl.R. 25 Hen.III m.19. 



W1ll1 .. '. gaining or Spofforth and his expansion and 

development or the estate. In no other way can be explained 

the relative poverty of the property as herein described, 

unless by aome local disaster of which all record baa 

diaapteared. l The taeta summariaed are as tollows:-

Demeane arable 52 acres @ 4d. per acre 178. 4d. 
Demeane meadow 10 acres @ 44. per acre 38. 4d. 

6 acres @ 2/- per acre 128. -d. 
2 gardens 11/-, Dovehouse 2/-, Vivary nil, 
S cottars paid 7/6, Waterm111 20/-, 11 bovates, each 
o~ 9 acres 4» 7/- each, held, by 10 bondmen 77/-, 
1 d7ehouae 2/8, 5 tree tenants 10/7. Total £8 3s. 5d. 
Ad~ow.on ot the Church 100 marks. 2 

Though the number or tenants ls only ten aa compared 

wi th the nine or the Domesday Survey, there 1s abundant 

evidence or vitality in the cODlDlUnlty. No mention is made 

at labour services which would seem thererore to have been 

commuted. The church, which though still showing 

characteristic Norman architectural features, was not 

mentioned in DOlIesday, had been built. The parson, John, 

held two bovatea and a8 a tree tenant paid an annual rent 

of 1 lb. ot cUllin worth lid. The advowson or the church 

.s ot substantial value. ot the other tour free tenants 

two hel.4 three bovates, the rent tor one ot which was 1 lb. 

ot c~n, tor the other 1/4 per year. A tott and croft 

co .. anded a rent ot 3/- - rather a high flgure in comparison 

with tbat ot the bovate which was stated to be nine acres. 

1 PerJulps dwlag nng John'. punitive campalgns in 
t~ Borth 1215/16. 

2 Cal.I.P.M. No.452,43 Hen.III & reprlnt in Y.A.S. XII p.66. 

15. 



!he r.at. of the cottar. and bondaaen .ere alao high in 

compari.on with those ot the tree tenants - perhaps a 

proot that even at this fairly early date tree rents were 

not rea117 eeonaa!c. 

The d •• eane had reached a total of 68 acres, 52 ot 

which w.re arable, though the y,alue ot 44. per acre for 

arable and tor same of the meadow se.ms unusually low. 

!he mention of a dT.houae implies that the community 

ft. thriv1ag, whilst the dovehouse and vivary argue the 

pr ••• ~. of the owner in the vicinity, it not in the JIIlIlor 

itselt. Though the vivary was valued as worthless, this 

Bdght eaa1ly haTe been the result ot its b.ing newly 

con.truote4. 

!he next survey ot 1258 showed a slight increase in 

the a1 •• ot d ...... arable and aeadow. The surv.y reads 

aa to11ow.:-

'~!lLere ar. in dem.ane 54 acres of arable at 40.. ~ 

acre; .,:16 aere. 3 r. of ... dow at 3/- per acre. The rent 

at ~ tenants 1. 44/1 per 7ear; the villenage ot the 

_nGl' pa7 by year tor aeroh.t and tallage 103/2; oottages 

are WC)l"tb by 78&1' 1,/6 and the oourt is extended at halt 

a .ark; the dOT.house at ba1t a mark; the vivar7 40/-; an 

O'9'en 2/-; a plot whioh was taken to make a garden is 

extended at 3/-; two forges in the toreign wood yield to the 

king 16 _rka pe~ year. The undenood ot the park, wi th 

16. 
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dead wood but not greenwood, i8 extended to maintain two 

torge. which yield to the king 24 Dlark.. Pannage and 

herbaga in the wood are worth 100/- per year. The pasture. 

called Weteorott and TidoTerker which used to be enclosed 

are worth by 7ear 8/l0i; the ~ll 50/-; a plot near the 

mill 44. There are due in the manor 3 Iba. ot cuain at 

rent ot as.ise yearly. The par80n's men owe to the king 

3/2 yearly for to~ carueatea and 26 reaping work.. The 

T111.in. and cot tera owe baymaking taaka and carrying 

tasks trOll 6 acres ot aeadow; they have also to make the 

millpond and they ahall have trom the lord'a purae 12d. 

The work ot every acre is worth 84. it they do not mow the 

sa14 aeadow. Total £22 118. 8fd. (plus £26 138. 44. to 

the kiq.)"l 

Bes1dea the al1ght increase in the amount of demeane 

arable and meadow, the n.luea ot the dOT8cote, vivary and 

alll had adftnced conaiderably, and a ca.aon OTen had been 

proT1da4. Four torges ware at work 1n the ea.mon wood and 

were protitable lD.Te.~nts 8S theT proT1ded 80me 45% ot the 

ftlue ot the MDor. The r1.e in ftlue ot the 11111 was 

p.rtloalar17 noticeable. Though there i. no mention ot 

the nu._er ot tenaat., th18 account glT •• the olear impres.1_ tlaat the oQllll1J.D.1ty was tlu-1Ting. The Tilleina paid a 

.~ w~.h .h0we4 an inor .. se on their earlier total ot 

1 041. I.P.K. No. 452 and Y.A.S.J. XII p.66. 
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30%; the increase for the cottagers was over 100%. From 

the evidence oftered it would appear that IIOst labour 

services had been commuted save in the case o~ the tenants 

o~ the rectorial manor, the extent ot whose services to 

the lay lord had been the subject at a length7 plea 1n 

the Curia Reg1s 1n 1242, quoted elsewhere.1 It see.s too, 

tha t there had been all a ttempt by the la7 lord or his 

agents to cla~ more than the customary dues iro. the 

rector1a1 tenants, who sturdily rejected more than halt 

the demands, on the grounds that they were contrary to 

custoa. 

Pa8t~e and pannage in the woodland t1gured tor the 

~1rst t1me among8t the assets, wh11st two acres o~ pasture, 

newly thrown open, perhaps trom the woodland, were 

presu.ably let to tenants. 

All the development activities thus 1ndicated, are 

8upported by evidence tram other sources. Between 1230 and 

1250 Wl111am de Percy gained by exchange exclusive r1ghts 

~1~ laaaa ly1ng c108e to the Park pale - notably in the 

Bag,. - which became enclosed with1n the Park,2 whilst 

81'oklUlghall and Woodba11 were secured in 1240.3 

!he ... e policy ot consolidat1on and extension 

contlJlued throughout the 13th century. The large area 

south o~ the Park, mown as Addlethorpe - a ronl _nor 

1 See below p. 100 
2 P.Ch.XXXIX 
, P.Ch. LVIII. 

18. 

, ,. 
I 



1n the Daaeaday Survey - passed to Henry de Percy trom 

Sir JOhn Huddleaton at the turn ot the century, though 

ita encloaure was not licensed until 1332.1 A royal 

licence to crenellate the manor house was granted in 1308. 2 

!bree inquisitions give information ot the values ot 

the Banor in the first half of the 14th century. They 

imply a period of recesaion in the fortunes ot the Community, 

partly to be accounted for by the minority of the heir 

between 1272 and 1289, partly by the acquisition of the 

auch more highly prized estate at A1D.ick in 1309, and 

partly by Scottish troubles. 

!he two earlier inquisitions are so similar in detail 

that they BaT be regarded aa identical, a not surprising 

tact since they refer to 1314 and 1315:-

"There i8 there a certain capital meaauage contain1ng 

two acres of land and it is not extended aa it is ill 

sreat need of repri8es and repair of' buildings; 86 acrea 

of 4e.ane arable at 8d. per acre (57/4); 18 acres meadow 

at 3/- per acre (54/-); the water 111111 £4; Two parks and 

the a,iatllent il worth 13/4 only aa the pale needs 

exteDalve repair; the co .. on bakehouse 6/8; woodsa1e. 

40/-. Total £12 I1s. 44. 
" &1u, t"ree tenants with different ho1dingl pay 30/8; 

eleven tre. foreign tenants pay 106/4. Total £6 168. 9d. 

" e1J:te.n te11&llta at w111 holding 10 torta and 10 

_ovatea, .. ck tot"t and bovate worth 6/8; twenty one 

1 P.Ch.CCCCLXIV. 
2 OPR.2 Ed.II •• 19 & P.Ch.CDIX. 

19. 



, 

cottars paT 40/-; court perquis1tes £2 13s. 44. Total 

value £27 8s. ld."l 

At the .ame t1.e Leathley was valued at £21 3s. 7id., 

Linton at £14 13s. 8d. and Addlethorpe at £9 2s. 2d. 

~. general impress10n of neglect i8 borne out by the 

presantaent of e1ght tenants ~or pasturing swine in the 

Park, and o~ tour tenant. :for cutting wood trom the tthays M. 
2 

At about the same time the bailitt, John de Donecastre, 

reported (laster 1315) the receipt of 25/7 trom the ~ll, 

and 10/1 perquisite. ot court. Amongst his expenses he 

e1ai.a4 the wag •• ot two toresters at 14. per day 14./10; 

the wage. ot a page or servant (pagectus) to the foresters 

at i4. per daT (7/S); hi. own expenses 3/4; making a c10 •• 

round a wood and supplying :renee., together with repairs 

to the manorhoua. "ad taBella." 4/-. Total 29/7. 3 

Whil.t d .... n •• aadow was slightly increas.d, the 

aoreag. or deaes.e arable bad r1sen by 63%, the value per 

aere doubling. Both adl1 and bakehouse showed a marked 

i.orease in .. lue. Whilst the total rent roll was 

aDroxi_tel, SO% greater than that o~ 1258, no preCise 

cleav.cUea call be made as the nuaber 01' tenants is stated so 

__ 1,., beyond the taot that the naber ot tenants bad 

U07.ee4 :tr_ 20 to at least 43 - or 54, it the tree 

torel~ tenants.are included - in the oentury since the 

10&1.I.P.II.lfo.536 Pila 41/1 Oct.8.Ed.II 
2 ~O gourt Roll SO 2/211/128 8 Bd.II 
3 PRO Min.Acc.SO 6/1088/5 8 Bd.II. 

20. 



tirst record. 

Four leal's later, in 1319, another inquisition reported 

that the capital messuage was not to be assessed "as it 

1aclta in reprises 110re than the issues are worth". The 

mill was worth 100/-; there were 56 acres ot demesne arable 

at 4d. per acre (18/8); 19 acres at meadow at 1/4 per acre 

(25/4). Free foreign tenants paid 41/9 and twenty horse

shoes with nails worth 12d. The tenants at 11'111 paid 

14/71. There were two parlts and a fore1gn wood, in which 

there was no agist because o~ the destruction caused by 

the Scots. Pleas and perquisites of court were only 12/

since the services ot most at the tenants were assigned 

to Countess Eleanor as dower. Sales at underwood rea11sed 

13/4. !be total receipts were £11 6s. 8id. l 

Demesne arable had decreased bl 35% and its value 

p.r acre was once more what it had been 1n 1258. Though 

the acreage of demeane meadow remained the same, its value 

.. a less than 50% at that in 1315. Whereas the baltehouse 

40es not even appear in the aurvey, the corn Bd11 had 

increased in yalue by 25~ - perhapa an indication that 

"1'0 crain was being milled by reasan ot a receasion in 

pastoral farming consequent UPOD the Scottish raids. That 

th.s. raids were really ser10ua is shown by the tol1oring 

ex~.ct:_- "On Tuesday betore the Ascens10n 11 Ed.II. the 

loot_ 4& .... 4 Spo~orth, Po111~oot, Kirkby OTerb10w, 

1 Oal.I.P.M. File 41/1 13 Ed.II , 
21. 
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Walton, Caatley, and Ilkley, killing some tenants and 

carrying ott others a8 prisoners cauaing losses to the 

counteaa amounting to £49 15s.11d.-l As a result of this 

damage, the Countesa was given apeoial exemption trom 

the collection ot the eighteenth in Spottorth and diatrict. 2 

Whilat no doubt the most serious damage waa caused in the 

neighbO~hood, that Spottorth suftered severely is proved 

by the decline in the pre- and post-raid assessments ot 

Spotrorth Church - ~om £80 to £60. 3 

The Earl whoae minority ended in 1319 re8umed aa 

800n as posaible the policy of reconstruotion and 

developaent, but on ditterent lines from those tollowed 

b7 hie 13th century ancestors. 

Addlethorpe Wood was enclosed in the Fark.4 A tree 

tenant's holding ot 2 totts, 2 bovates and 3 acres ot 

aeadow eecheated to the lord in 1327.5 The inquest held 

at York in Karch 1353 gives the following account ot the 

Spottorth property ot the late 2nd Lord ot Alnwick:-

"One capital messuage worth nothing beyond reprise8; 

no lands in demeane cultivated by the Lord; demesne meadow -

9 acres - ca~led Kill lng, at 1/6 per acre 13/6; 9 acrea 

ot meadow in Hobkin Ing at 1/- per acre 9/-; a water mill 

and a wind Ddll together worth 26/8; the old Park stocked 

w1~ deer and the Bew Park with deer too, and both having 
1 cal.I.P.II. lfo.453.28 Oct.14 l.d.1L 
2 cal.Cl.R.13 Ed.II a.13 Bov.25 ·1319. 
3 !axatio Eeclea1astica Vol.I p.323 (Spotforth p.299) 
4 P.Ch.Bo.CCCCLXIV 
5 P.Ch. No. CCCCLXXIX. 
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-Jl7 oak trees but no underwood and thus worth nothing 

beyond the upkeep of the deer; a common wood called 

Spottorth Hagg worth nothing as it is common to all the 

tenants of the lordship; free rents 30/1; five villeins 

each paying 10/-; tenants at will and cotters 75/-; 

perqu1s1tes of court 40/-. Total £12 4s. 3d.,,1 

Demesne meadow is shown to have remained constant 

1n area, but its value per acre had diminished. For the 

f1rst time this demesne meadow is identified - Mill log 

close ~o the Manor House precincts, and Hopkin Ing2 in the 

south side of the South Field. Perhaps the most striking 

development is the absence of demesne arable in the lordts 

occupation. Eight years earlier, in 1345, the whole of 

the deaesne arable had been leased for thirty years at 24/

per year to tour tenants. Each allotment consisted of 24 

acres ofde.esne arable, meadow and pasture, and moreover, 

all three grants lay next to one another. 3 The lord t• 

ability to grant four such contiguous holdings in the 

cOlIUIlon fields suggests that he had managed by exchange or 

some other means to concentrate his arable furlongs at an 

earlier date. Two of the lessees were local men, from 

Ai.ton and Sicklinghalli the other two were strangers -

John Whit and Hugh of Wintringham - whose names do not 

requt-. The grants included as much common pasture and 

1 . Cal.I.P.M. Exchequer Series No.89. 22 March 26 Ed.III. 
2: Hopkin Ing takes.its name from Hopkin, a cleriC, son 

ot Robert Camerarius of Linton. The log was quitclaimed 
to Earl Henry. P.Ch.CLXXV n.d. 

, P.Oh.DLXXIX, DLXXX, DLXXV. 
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such other privileges as were enjoyed by other tree tenants. 

The, were to have freedom in making assarts and in 

building. For any such buildings the lord undertook to 

proTide sawn timber. Each tenant guaranteed to maintain 

such buildings in good repair. 

These leases are the first to be encountered in 

Spo~forth although in the 1315 inquisition a life lease 

o~ Addlethorpe property had been granted. 

The Haggs or outwoods were stated to be common to all 

tenants of the lordship. Although the manorhouse was still 

in disrepair - as indeed it had been reported since 1315 -

an indenture of 13542 and the lord's will, made in 

September 13491 were both dated trom Spotforth. 

The w.termill had been supplemented b, a windmill, 

but both together were worth only 27% ot the value ot the 

watermill alon. in 1315. The untl'ee tenants, amongst whom 

are mentioned for the first and last time five villeins, 

paid a pent closel, comparable to that paid in 1319. The 

~ •• ion trom the records of more specitic information on 

the nabers of tenants is to be regretted. Tenants at 

will are bracketed together with cotters but paid little 

aore'rent than the 16 tenants at will had paid in 1315. 

Of a much depleted total estate value, rents tormed 

a much larger proportion henceforward. Perquisites of court 

bad ri •• J1~ro. 6/8, in 1258 to 40/- in 1353. Yet there were 

1 P.Ch. DCX. 
2 P.Ch. DCCCXUII. 
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evidencea ot activity. The bai1itt, William Newport, 

who was also Parson ot Scorborough reported in his account, 

which covered only a short time, the receipt ot £2 l8s. 4id. 

tram a "blomt"orgio and a nay1torgio" in the toreign wood -

a re~nder ot the iron forges mentioned in the 1258 

inquisition; a protit ot 5/-1 trom the water mill which was 

stated to be in the lord's hands; receipts trom Leathley 

and Addlethorpe of ~- and 2/8 respectively; but that no 

rents or tarms or other profits had accrued during his 

period ot ottice. l At this time Spoftorth was the least 

profitable ot the great Percy estates in Yorkshire. 2 

Shortly atter the holding of this inquisition, Linton 

and Leathley, which had been Percy demesne since the 11th 

century grant, were - by royal licence - passed by the 

Barl to his son Henry when the latter married Lady 

Margaret Neville ot Raby.3 

An inquisition taken in 1368 shows that the process 

ot decline continued UDchecked:- "There is in Spottorth 

a capital messuage which is worth nothing per year atter 

deductions have been made. And there are 1+0 lands in 

1 PRO.Kin~cc.BC 6 1121/10 26 Ed. III 
2 Sp~tortll and. l18abera £17 4s. -d., Topclirte 

£62 16s. 6d., Lecontield £68 6s. 8id., Beamer 
'47 11s. 5d~, Batterton £94 ls. -id ••••• 
A.R.P. I. p.493 and Ca1.I.F.M. No. 43 March 26 Ed.III. 
ne Spottorth tigure DlUst have been nett. Actual 
receipts were ,£21 19s.11d. 

3 P.Ch.DCCOXXXV and DOCCXXXVI 1358-9. 
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d • ...-.e1n the cult1'Y8t10n ot the lord. There are in 

de.eane 9 acres ot meadow called Milneheng each ot which 

1s worth 1/6 pel' Tear. And there are 9 acres ot meadow 

called Bobkynhenge each ot whlch aerea ls worth 6d. per 

y.ar. Th.re 1s a neglected watermill which is worth 16/

p.r year and a broken down w1ndmill worth nothlng. There 

1a a oertain park called the Old Park with deer, and 

another Park called the Neupark w1th de.r, and there 11 no 

UDlerwood trom the oaktrees and they are worth nothing 

per year in herbage beyond the teed ot the deer. There 

1e a certain common wood called Spoftordhagh and it 1. 

worth no~h1ng as it 1s common to all the tenants of the 

lordship of Spotford. In rents of tree tenants there are 

per ,ear 37/- at St. Martin and Pentecost. And the rents 

ot t.nants in villeinage, at w111, and cotters 110/- per 

year at the same times. ttl 

. The accounts tor Walton Head and Addlethorpe convey

the .aae impression ot decline • 

• 
1 P.R.O. Chancery- I.P.M. File 202 No.48 42 Ed. III. 
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8porf'orth and Members - Vaiua t101l acoord1ns to Inquisi tiona 1220-1,368 

-------------~~--------~~----------~------------~----------r_--------__ ----------__ 
Bour •• 1220 1258 1315 1319 1353 1.368 

ac. £ 8. d. ac. £ a. d. ac. £ 8. d. ac. £ 8. d. ac. £ s. d. ac. £ s. d. , 
Spof'torth 

: Manor House Nil 
. De •• ane Arable 52 -, - 17 4 54 - 18 - 'l~ 86 I' 

; Delleane Meadow 1116 I - 15 4 1161 2_ 1~ -_ 1\ 18 " 
! Gardens ! - 11 - I J 

: VivarJ' I I Nil ! 2_ 6- 8- I, " 

\ DOTehouse I \ - 2 -
; Water Mill ; 1 - - 2 10 4 ill' 
i Wind Mill I! ! 
\ DJ'ehouae I - 2 8 I ! 

2 -' J Oven . I 
! ...... Parks i 

.! Pannage and I 
\ 
\ 

i Herbage I 

\ Pasture ! 
i Woodaales \ 
i Free Tenants 5 1 - 10 7_ 
• Villeins 10 ~ 3 17 

5 - ... ; 
810il I 

! 

2 4 
5 3 

I 
; 

1 i III 
2; I 

I 
I I 

Nil I Nil 
2 17 4 156 i ... 18 8 
2 14 - 1941 5 4 18 

I ! 
I ! 
! I 
• I 

4 - -i i5 --
! I 

! i 
! 

- 6 81 
i 

! 
I 

- 13 4 \ 
2 - -
564 
1 10 5 

Nil 

Nil 

- 13 4 
229 

I 

I ~ 

: Tenants at i 
Will ! l16 i 3 6 8. - 14 71 

; Cottagers 7 6! 
i Iron Forges I 
i Rector's Tenants . i 
. Advowson • I ;66 13 4 \ 

- 15 
(26 13 

3 

6 ; 211 2 
4) I 
2 I 

6 8 - 12 

Nil 
11 None6 18 

I 
2 

I 
I I 

1 6 81 
t 
I 

Nil 

I 
I 
I 

Nil 
None 

- 18 

! - 16 , 

I 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 17 
5 10 

I 113 1 
; Court Perquisites \ \ 

!100 - - . 
2 13 4; ! 2 - -1 i 2 

___ ! ________ L _____ .L_2 __ _ 

_I 

_I 

. w~?-t~!l __ !!~~_+ __ \___ _-+\ _~ ____ . 

; TOTALS . 8 3 5 i 49 5 -11 27 8 1 : 11 6 81 - 12 4 3 1 13 1 -
L--~_~ __ ~ _________ L___ • - .. -----",------'"-------..!...-______ Li _____ _ 

5 figures are not included in the total. 



8poUo~th and lIembera - Va1U&. tion according to Inquiai t10na 1220-1368 (Oont' d. ) 
,. 

Sour •• "'.' "1220 1258 1315" 1319 1353 1368 
ac. £ a. d. ac. £ a. d. ae. £ a. d. ac. £ a. d. ac £ a. d. aCt £ a. d. 

Leatblel 

Capi tal •• aauage 18 -_ -_ 1 B_11 _ i I 
Arable 160 ac. ! 

:tf:a 8 )(~~i ' I i ~ : - 5 - I 'I I 
Fre. Tenants 1 1 -i I 1 1 - I ! 
Bonda.en 11 I 3 16 8 1 17 - It; 
Cottera 10 ill 11 ! I I 

r=-:=~:.;;:;;~;;;.l...:;;:=O~ot-=--__ -_. __ ._--+-- ,------- -. -c -i~-{ -ifll- ... .... . -r ··-4-,-.:1.--J- ----------1 
~ ~~;~:l Meaa-uage ----- .. -----.----.- .... -1

1

--;-~-~r ~~~-;'::n~J---- -----1------ ! 
• Dovehouse . 3 4 I • I 

Arable 200 ac. I : 6 13 4 I,' 123\3 1 9 I I 
lIeadow 9 ae. I ! 1 7 - I 10, 1 - - I I 
W1ndmil1 i : 2 - -! 1 4 - I' ~il(ruina)! 

II Bond8lllen I 11, 3 - - ~ ~1 2 8 I 
I I i l (pepper I I 

!! 6 i 10)1) 3 - - 1 
I Cottera - 8 \ I 5 7 9 I) ! 1 
lHa1lmoot I - 3 4'i IIi 
j--_._. __ .- .......... ' .. '" ............ ..... ..... ... .. ... ...... ....... . .... . .'" " L. .... ". ..... . . . ·1.. • ..! ..... --..... ..j ............ ---.-- ••• ----t-.J......---... - __ t 

I TOTALS 14 13 8 I 11 17 - 1 3 - - t 



slOffor. and ... bera ,- Valuation accordiD.g to Inqu1Bi tiona 1220-1"8 (Cont' d. ) 

1258 1315 1319 1353 1368 
ae.£ a. d. ac. 't. a. d. ac.· £ B. d. ac. £ •• d. ae. £. a. d. aCIt £, a. d. 

Ad41ethorpe I 
Capital .es8uage - 6 8 i Nil (ruin8)1 1fil(ruina) 
Arable 130 ae. 4 6 8 180 2 - - \12q 2 - - 2 - -
Meadow 20 ao·. 3 10 - 10 1 1 8 28 - 12 8 20 - 12 8 
Paature I I' 

161 ac. 1ea.e - 5 6 I ! 

Unploughed Woodsalea I -10 - \' II, 

~ T::.a
30 

8_C_. -_ .. -----------t---------·---·-- --- ~ ~ i-----3--1-a+--%-..2-l-2--8-!;!--...J..--2-l"-2-8~ 
I 1 

Authoritie. Cal.I.P.M. 
No.452 
43 H.III 

--'-., 

Cal.I.P.M. 
No.452 
43 H.III 

T~-- -- -.. -
I 

PRO.I.P.M. 
8 Ed.II 

-- . ..:..... - -. 

Ca1.I.P.M. 
Ed.II 
Ft1e 41/1 
13 Ed.II 

Ca1.I.P.M. 
No.43 
26 Ed.III 
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Wh1let tree rente had certa1nly increased by 22~ and 

thoae o~ tenants at will and cotters by 47~, the other 

source. of "norial income had shown a sad deficiency. By 

thie ti •• rents amounted to 66~ of the total estate value 

compared with l~ in 1258, 52% in 1320 and 63% in 1353. 

!he Poll Tax returne ot i379-80 list 41 tenants in 

Spottorth, among whom were two weavers, a smith, a brewer, 

• eobbler and a ~a~er. One other was a tamulus or labourer. 

!he tarmer and one other paid l2d. each in tax, eight paid 

6d. each and the remainder 4d. each. 

As the 14th century closed Spofforth figured amongst 

property leaaed to the 'Earl's younger brother, the Earl 

ot Woroester, tor a tera of sixteen years,l though on 

Wopcester's attainder in 1403 tbe manor reverted to the 

l ••• or, betore be1ng declared torfeit to the Crown 1n l~5 

on the aetection ot the Barl ot Northumberland. 2 

No turther documents have been discovered to throw 

IlD7 light 01'1 the development ot th11 manor until the 

c .... ao.aent ot the Petworth Account Rolls, the tirst ot 

whioh 'lilt .. trOll 1442. 

It ls n~ pO.11ble to revlew the period covered so 

tari.' !he 13th Century .. s a period ot vigour and prosperity. 

All the available evidence polnte to a stage ot ris1ng 

ppe4uct1on, the proTis1on ot ca.una1 amenities necessitating 

1 Cal.:!'.R. Rot.Viag.l Hen.IV m.31 
2 PRO.R.". B. No. 86(7) 8 Hen.IV • .. 
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t)api tal inv"uaent 'bT the 10,.4 wi th a view to the reaping 

o~ gl'ea tel' proti ta in the t"utve. The growth o~ the amount 

o~ land 1n deme.ne 18 also olearly ahown. the oommutatlon ot 

labour .ePYice. haa been completed - permanently so tar .a 

cali'be told. Unless thecompla1nt o~ the tenants ot the 

reotorial DaDOr can be taken 8S an ls01a ted instance, it 

aeema that the lord ot the lay manor had tr1ed to explo1t 

h1e v11lage population and to extend their labour service. 

01' their monetary equiYalents to lntolerable lengtha. Thi. 

attempt aeema to haTe tailed againat the rector'a tenanta, 

though the aame cannot be sa14 conclusively in regard to 

the tenant. or the laT manoll. 

~o thi' age ot ylgour there succeeded an era ot 

dec11ne, the water8hed date being somewhere in the tirat 

twent,. ,. ... r8 of the 14th century, ~or which p08sible exp18 .. -

t10D8haTe a1read7 been adftnced, ane! _,. be 8U11118.ria.d in 

the phrales -tami1y neglect" and "Soott18h ra1ds". These 

factor. howeTer probably only hastened a process wh1ch 

had 'been under "1' tor lome time already in the more 

proarelllTe southern parte oftbe country. Thus the firat 

recorded leaaea in Spottorth date trom 1345,1 whereas 

turther .outh the letting of demesne land had been common 

at I •• t half' a century ear11er. !he tel"JU of' the 

Spottorth leae.s which gave eo much treedom ot action to 

1 P.Ch. DLXXVIII. 
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the 1 •••••• .. y be taken to imply that the lord had little 

intention ot resuming the demesne for hil own cultivation. 

The rents a.ked, which work out at an average ot 1/- per acre 

irresp.ctiv. ot the type ot land, are perhaps rather high 

considering that the d •••• ne arable ot 1319 was as ••• s.d at 

44. per acre and the .eadow at 1/4, and trom the acreage of 

de .. ,ne available tor lease the proportion of arable to 

meadow in each leasehold must have been large. 

Along with those for Spoftorth, separate returns were 

made at this time for three other haalet. in the neighbour

hood and in the 8Ule ownership. The information here quoted 

i8 maiDly from the inquisitions of 1315 and 1353. 

That Leathley _s regarded as valuable by its owners 

is shown by the Barl's complaint in 1301 that the royal 

bailiffs ot the Forest ot Knareaborough had b.en interfering 

with hi. franChise there, in preventing his ofticers trom 

.ellina wood on the pretext that Leathley was part ot the 

poreat. l 

there had been a capital messuage there in 1315 worth 

20/-. In 1353 its value ft. returnecl as nil. 160 acre. ot 

deaeane arable worth £8 had .hrunk to 100 acre. worth 20/-; 

8:.ore •. ot demeane meadow worth 24/- in 1315 had become 12 

acres worth 3/-. The fulling Dill worth 20/- in 1315 was not 

ev •• iDol~4e4 in the later inquisition. The rents of tree 

1 Cal. of Chancery Warrants Oct.1.13Ql. 
PRO.R.~ 8 •• 0.86(7) ~eathley ••• a manor independent ot 
the manor of Spottorth, worth .£16 nett." 8 Hen.IV. 
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tenants, bondsmen and cotters totalled nearly £6 in 1315; 

the 1353 total was 1e8s than half that sum. 

At Linton during the same period details are afforded 

by three inquisitions - 1315, 1319 and 1353. 

In 1315 the manorhouse was worth 20/-, the dov.house 

3/4, 200 acres of deaesne arable were worth £6 13s. 4d.; 

9·aore8 of demeane meadow 27/-; a windmill £2. With the 

perqu1ai tes of a "Halmote If the total receipts reached the 

aua o~ £14 13.. 8d. 

In 1319 demesne arable had decreaaed by 36%; demesne 

.eadowillcreaaed by 11~ ill acreage but decreased by 33% 

in··Y.lue ,er acre. The total receipts t'rom demeane property 

de.11.ed by 52~. By 1353 the valuation ot demeane is nil. 

Bondamen and cotter~ who had paid £3 6s. 8d. rent in 1315 

paid only £3 in 1353 and held all the demesne land. Total 

r ••• lpts fell trom £14 13s. 8d. in 1315 to £11 17s. -d. in 

1319 and' to £3 in 1353. 

At Addlethorpe the 1315 total of £9 9s. 6d. had 

declined to £2 12s. 8d. in 1353. 

With the attainder of Sir Thomaa Percy and the flight 

e~ the Earl ot NoPthuaberland in 1405 and 1408 respectively, 

Sport~th eacheated to the Grown. Its value was assessed 

at t40 - a figure which included the hamlet ot Linton and 

th& .4'if0980n ot Spot:f'orth ChUl'Ch.1 Spottorth had last 

1 PRO.R. & S. Ancient Extents of the Exchequer No.86(7) 
the Thura4ay at tel' St. Mathew 8 Hen.IV. 

33. 



b8enva~ued in 1368 at £13 la. -d., Linton in 1353 at £3; 

the advow8on was last reckoned in 1319 at £60.1 

Clearl7 the proce.s ot decline had continued into the 

15th century. The Compoti of the 15th century - four ot 

which coyep the period 1441-1480 - ahow a gradually sinking 

e8tate value. A digest of their contents reveals that 

during the Zifty 7ears ending 1480, the old rental value 

~1S1DallT dratted in 1432, but untortuna tely only referred 

to in paasing, had dl'opped from £40 5 •• 6d. to £34 lOs. 7';d. 

• decrease ot 14%. The mo8t abrupt decline appear8 to have 

occurred in the few year. between 1432 and l44l when the 

new rental l"&lue ot the latter year waa £36 1;8. lid. -

• deereaae of 8.5~. 

Whea the property came to the Crown, various crown 

granta ~t ottices were made. 2 The victor of Bramham Moor, 

8Lr ThQaa8 R~eby, gained the manor of spottorth aa his 

re .. r4, ~4ough hi. annual galn theret"roJll was restricted to 

1 faxatl0.Eccle8laatica Vol.I.p.299. 

2Jobn Roblnaon ,,8 appointed parker and keeper ot 
Spottorth outwoods - vice two recent traitors, 

. (tal.P.R.6 Hen.IV m.13) and received a grant ot 
"TRu.e trOll Addlethorpe. (Cal.P.R. 6 Hen. IV • m.9.) 
Jie ...... surec1. ot 73/4 per year trom Addlethorpe. 
(PRO.11n.Acc.SC.6/l087/9 Hen.IV.) John Waketield was 
.~r4e4 reTenue from the isauea ot the manor, 
(Oal.P.R.' Hen.IV •• 8.} Robert de Waterton was made 
at ... rd ~d ... ter-torester, (Cal.P.R. 6 Hen.IV m.15.) 
Richard Nutehaw porter and bailift. (Cal.P.R. 7 
Hen.IV ••• 41.) 
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£80 per' 78&1'.1 According to his om accounting Spottorth, 

Linton and Leathley together only realised £73 68. 8d. in 

9-10 Henry IV. 2 Rokeby sublet his interest in the manor in 

1410,3 but by 1416 Spofforth had returned to ita rightful 

0W1le1'a.4 

For saae thirty 7ears thereafter there comes a complete 

lack of documentary retereneea to Spotforth. In 1446, in a 

gaol delivery of YorkOaatle, 34 men all of whaa were Percy 

teDanta and ten o~ them frOJl Spot'torth, were re1eased. 5 No 

rea.onoia given either for their release or the charge upon 

which theTbad been Committed, but it aeells posaible, at 

leaat, that they had been concerned in the Percy-Neville 

quarrel whioh brought a .tate ot war to the north ot England 

in the next four 7eara, and accounts tor the presence ot 

Lord P07llinga, the E8l'1 ot Egremont and Kaster Richard PercT 

a:t Bpottorth in 1454.6 Here they stayed during the tour 

weeks Septe.ber 15th to October 14th, 1454 "tor the aate-

k .. ping and detence ot the Townahip and lordShip at the time 

or the quarrel between the Lord and the Earl ot Sali.burT". 

Their living expenae. during thia period amounted to £30 14. 2. 

whilat there waa an account tor thongs, leather and tallow. 

1 ~ Foedera VlIlop. 529 and Cal.P.R. 9 Hen.IV.m.19. 
2 PRO •• ~""cc.SC6/l087 10 Hen.IV. 
,oIll-.p.R.Apr1l 1410. 
4 Cal.P.R. 4 Hen~IV ••• 17. 
56 Cal.P.R. IIa7 1446 m.5d. 

Pet.KS.MAC.D.9~'. 
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The interence to be drawn is that there was a considerable 

retinue ot men at arms acting as garrison. The Earl ot 

Egremont was at Spottorth in June ot 1455 too - the last 

recorded occaaion on which the owners inhabited the manor 

house. I 

With the death ot the second Earl at the tirst Battle 

ot St. Albana and the death ot the third Earl at Towton, 

Spofforth again reverted to the Crown. It seems likely that 

the Manor house which Leland described as damaged by the 

victorious Yorkist soldiery, was allowed to remain derelict 

trom here on, aa there is no evidence that Spottorth was 

eyer again aTailable as a Percy residence. 

Tbe crown resumed its policy ot grants ot ottices. 2 

The whole manor and the adTowson of the Church tormed part 

ot a grant to the king's brother, George D. ot Clarence,3 

which was twice renewed three years later.4 Linton and 

Leathley were an espeCial ~ant to the Duke of Clarence. 5 

But by 1472 - it not bet ore - the property was once more 

in Percy banda, as is shown by the earlieat extant Spottorth 

Court Roll at petworth. 6 It remained in Percy handa until 

the tourth Earl waa killed at Topclitte in 1489, and his 

1 Pet.Jls.nC.D.9.6. (Linton Section) 
2 Cu·.P.ll. 1 Ed.IVa.26, 8 Aug.1461 and 1 Ed.IV m.22 
.24 ,eb.1462. , 
30411.~.R. 2 Ed.IV •• 21 20 Sept. 1462. 
4 Cal.P.R. 5 Ed.IV 25 Karch 1465 and Cal.P.R. 5 Ed.IV • 

•• 32. 2 July 1465. 
5 cal.P.'R.,lO Aug. 1462 m.3. 
6 Pet.KS.KCR.D.2.8. 5 Nov.ll Ed.IV. 
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heir be~ame a crown ward. 1 The Crown without delay sublet 

Spottorth to a ,number ot lessees, the chiet ot whom was 

Sir Thomas Burgh,2 but in 1499 the tifth Earl reached his 

majority and the court rolls resume their styling as 

not Lord Henry de Percy". 

Atter a gap ot nineteen years during which no mention 

ot Spotforth 1s to be found, the court of 1518 was entitled 
, 

"ot William Archbishop ot Canterbury, Sir George Neville ot 

Abergavenny, Sir William Blount ot Mount~oy and other 

teott~e. and receivers of the lands of Lord Henry Earl ot 

Northumberland."' In the absence of positive evidence, it 

can only be suggested that the reason tor this alienation 

was the financial position resulting trom the extravagance 

ot the 5th Earl, the dishonesty ot William Worme, his 

auditor, together with the £10,000 tine levied on the Earl 

for his presuming to bestow in marriage a lady over whom 

the crown claimed the rights ot wardship and marriage.4 

A further gap in the sequence of court rolls - trom 1521 

to 1560 - may thus indicate not only the period ot enforced 

lub-letting but also that - trom 1537 - when the 6th Earl 
. ,,," . 

handed on his estates to the crown as trustee tor his 

neph ... ' 
'I . 

1 .. ,e:.t,.MS.MCR.D.2.8. 2nd July 1489 
2 ret.MS.D.2.8. 6th Oct. 1489 
3Pet.I8.D.2.8. 15th Oct. 1518 
4 :AHP.I p.32l quoting L.A P. Hen.VIII. 
5Pe4eaFlniua Hilary 28 Hen.VIII. 
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Though the new Earl attained his majority in 1549, the 

Crown showed no signs of passing on to him his ancestral 

estates. Spofforth, amongst other wide lands both in 

Yorkshlre and in Northumberland was bestowed on John, Earl 

ot Warwick. Considerable lands in Spofforth were sold by the 

Crown to S11vester Leigh of Pontetract and Leonard Bate ot 

Lupsett;l two years later Wetherby, "late of the Order ot 

St. John of Jerusalelll t
• was also part ot a grant to John, 

Duke ot Northumberland;2 the manor of Leathley was granted 

to Henry Johnson, son and heir of Slr Thoaas JOhnson,3 and 

the grantee was appointed "keeper bowbearer and palaster ot 

the Parke otSpot:f'orth". 4 Ad4lethorpe was granted te 

Thomas Reve and Giles Isham after the attainder of the 

Duke ot Northumberland. 5 

At last atter nearly twenty years the Crown returned 

the estates to the 7th Earl,6 and shortly atterwards 

Spot.ro~th figured in the list ot landa granted tor life 
7 

t. the dowager Countess Mary, the 7th Earl's aunt. On her 

death it reverted to the Earl, who however torfeited all 

his estate. to the Crown as a result ot hi. ill-considered 

partieipat10n in the 1569 riSing ot the Northern Earll. 

C1raa.etaBc.. compelled the 8th Earl to reside in hi. 

aoutMr11 •• tatea; the 9th Earl, perhaps in an attempt to 

1 cal.P.R.4Bd.VI •• 12 4: 13. 
2 Gal.P.R. Vo:L.IV.p.117 Jan. 1552. 
3ca1.l'ine Rolls 5 Ed.VI 
4Y.J..8.JlS.Md.59/2lBo.17. 
5 cal.P.R. 23 July 1554. 
6 Cal.P.R. April 2/3 P. & 
7 Cal.P.R. 31 Dec. 1555. 

M. LXXVII (IX) 
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.alt. amende ~or his own early ignorance and his anceators' 

previous neglect o~ their northern estates aeems to baTe 

set.bou~ his taak in businesalike fashion and to have made 

a considerable di~ference in the condition ot hi. estates 

luring ,the ~wenty yeara 1585-1605. His activities aroused 

oppoai,ti,on in both south and north - at Petworth in 1592,1 

at Cocker.outh in 15882 and at Spofforth in 1592, where 

the taDanta rose in violent fashion and destroyed the 

enolosure ma4e round Parson Bagg. 3 

!he 9th Earl t s protracted il1prisoJlDlent in the Tower, 

and his subsequent rustication to his southern estates, 

gave his tenants perhaps more freedom ot action than would 

otherwise bave been' the- case. The Earl complained in 

1609 to ~he ~u4gea of aa8ise in the north that the country 

people had oontrived to withhold his rents "by colour ot 

tenant right", and in 1613 he Ntaine4 8er~eant Hutton aa 

lUs s·tandiDg counael in actiona relatiDg to disputea with 

tile tenantry. The Ber3eant' a aDual ~ee was to be "one 

pi ••• ot gold iaau1ng out ot DI7 Jlanor ot sPottorth".4 

Itwou1d a ... that the Ser jeant t s BerTiees w.r. verT 

Deoesary, .as the arrears of pa~ents in 1607/8 were £150 

in Spoftorth lordship alone,5 whilst in 1610 the pOSition 

was .ot particularly aatistactory - the arreara tor 

1 ARP. II.p.197 Quot1~ U.rl.MS.No.6995 tol.75. 
2 .let. ot f'.C. XVI p.116. ,Act., otP.o. nIl p.527. 
4 J.Hl'.II p~'36. . 
5~et.JlS.D.OD.9.27. 
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Yorkshire reaching £264.1 

!he great CiTil Wars passed with but little notice in 

the .anoria1 documents of Spotforth - a rather surprising 

tact when the nearness ot Knaresborough, York and the Great 

North Road is considered. The general relaxation ot estate 

control is witnessed by the widespread tai1ure ~y tenants 

to pertor. suit ot court during the period 1643-6 espeC1ally;2 

a plaintiff complains that the detorciant hired him as a 

soldier to serTe with his arms and has not kept his prOmisej3 

expenses are clat.ed for going to Pontetract to gain 

the release ot the draught oxen requisitioned by the Earl 

ot Bewcaatle.4 Troops - which side does not appear - were 

billeted in Spottorth in September, 1641;5 52 Scottish 

hors. were entertained there in February, 1645,6 and troops 

were quartered there again in 1647 and 1648.7 

!be Church Wardens' accounts carry a small number of 

s·iailar items of eTidence - in 1643 five shillings was paid 

to soldiers in reward tor their pulling down the iron cross 

, trom the top ot the Steeplei8 in 1650 one shilling tor 

taking down the king's arms trom the church; 9 in August, 

1652, 20/4 tor drawing and setting up the State's arms in 

the ChurCh,lO and in 1660 23/6 tor painting and hanging the 

Xing'. arms again. ll 

1 Pet.M8.MAC.D.9.28 
2 Pet.MS.MCR pas.i.~ 
3 Pet.¥S.MOR 17 Oct.1642. 
4 Pet.US.MOR 18 March 1644. 
5 ibid.18 Sept.1641. 
6· Ibid.6 Apr.1646 
7 Ibid. 23 Oct.1648 

8. MS.Churchwardens' Accts.f.13. 
9. Ibid.t.30 

10. Ibid. f.71. 
11. Ibid. t.73. 
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With the death ot the 11th Earl in 1670, the male Percy 

line tailed tor the second time since the Conquest, and the 

Percy estates descended, through the Earl's daughter 

Elizabeth, to Charles Seymour, Duke of Somerset. At hi. 

death in 1749, as had been arranged by a special marriage 

settlement, the Percy lands in yorkshire, including Spofforth, 

were inher1ted by the late CountesB's nearest male heir, 

Charles Wyndham, 2nd Earl of Egremont. Forty years earlier 

Spoftorth had figured as part security for a loaa of 

£10,000 raised to furnish a marriage port1on tor Katherine 

Percy, mother of the Earl of Egremont. 

OWnership of Spoffortb continued in the Wyndham 

f~17 - the new Barony ot Lecontie1d being created in 

1859 - until 1920, when the estate was sold piecemeal. 

The manor house was transferred to the care ot H. M. Ottice 

ot Works, and to-day the sole link between past and present 

is Lord Lecontie1d's r1ght to present the Rectors of 

Spoftorth and K1rkby Overblow churches. 

41. 



SPOFFORTH 

Section 3 

The Manor Bouse 
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On the western edge ot the village, and slightly bigher 

than the rest of the dwellinghouses, stand the remains of 

the manor bouse, inevitably ref'erred to a8 the "castle". 

The essential dignity of the building and the suitability ot 

its site are the more difficult to appreciate to-day because 

of' the high railway embankment which runs so close as 

almost to touch the south west corner of the structure and 

thus destroys the whole perspective in which the components 

of the scene should be viewed. 

The present remains offer a series of problems not all 

ot which can be resolved satisfactorily.l The ruins torm 

a parallellogram whose length runs roughly north and south, 

with a small projection at the northern end. Their overall 

measurements are 45 by 16 yards. One of the many 

peculiarities is that the building occupies the western 

extremit3 ot a natural rock formation whose crudely dressed 

tace forms the lower section of much of the east wall ot 

the house. 

The building is of two storeys whose ground floor is 

divided into four unequal areas separated by parallel walls 

running east and west. One of these walls still stands to 

itatuli height. All floors have disappeared, except for 

• ao4ern concrete flooring dividing the storeys in the 

northern pr93ection (F). 

1 It will be helpful to consult photographs Nos. 19 and 
26 in following the conjectural development. 
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The pr,aent entrance - a converted window - leads into 

chaaber A whose special teatures are the remains ot aome tine 

vaulting which has covered three baY's;l an unuaual tWin

arched tireplace and window, a amall door leading into the 

north.rn pro3ection and the entrY' to the tower stair.2 A 

doorway gives accesa to chamber B which displaY'a traces ot 

a siagle barrel vault running east and weat, and ot a corbel 

table, the natural rock in its east wall and a garderobe 

ahatt in its south-east corner.' In line with the doorwaY' 

rromA to B is another which leada up one step through a 

much thicker wall into chamber C beyond which can be aeen 

a turther lmall chamber D separated by the tootlngs ot a 

div1cL1gg nIl •. Chamber C has been divided into two aisles 

a~d baa. had a nul ted root supported by three octagonal . 

COlUlllll8, -.ade in vertical and not horizontal sections, whose 

~alea atill remain to a height ot about two teet.4 The 

corbels and, in two ca.es, the beginning ot the spring ot 

the nu t1ngrib. indicate that the root had eight bays 

of quadripartite vaulting. Two ot the eastern corbels 

are grout.4 i~to the Datural rock which here torm. three 

quarter. oZ the ... t wall ot the lower storey ot Chambers 

o aa4 ».' In ,two place. - G and K - the rock i. pierced 

1 .••• photoa.40 and 41. 
2 a.e photos. 40 and 37. 
, ••• ~oto •• 41 and 43. 
4 .ee photo. 33. 
Seee photo";' 33 and 35. 
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by opeDings. At G two archways separated by a space open 

to the sky, lead to a flight of fourteen steps cut in the 

rock. These lead eastwards to the ground surtace 80me 25 

~eet ~o. the east wall. A stone kerb, one toot high, runs 

across the lower entrance to the archways.l 

At X an opening in the natural rock leads to a tlight 

of ten carefully hewn stone stairs which terminate suddenly 

in .. sonry.2 The top ot the ~light may be seen outside the 

eaat wall and close to it. A peculiar teature ot this 

stair 1s a small "squint" about six inches square, which 

slants trom the right into the "vestibule" at the toot of 

the stairway. Along the lower west wall ot chambers 0 and 

Dare ... 11 and externally rectangular windo.s which splay 

internally to tretoil headed openings.' 

AboTe Chambers C and D, which together covered a 

space of about 45 teet by 36 teet, some 15 feet high, was 

the Great Hall, well lit by at least six large Windows, 

the 41rtering deta1ls ot whose tracery and .ouldings 

1ndicate changing architectural styles over a period ot 

at least two centuries. 

The northern project1on F cons1sts ot two storeys 

ot identical area - 25 teet by 12 feet - the lower ot 

_ieh has a barrel yaul ted root, and houses a DUIlber ot . 
tra,..ats ot carTed atone and other miscellaneous objects 

1 Photos.45 and 46. 
2 Photo.,34. 
3 e.g. photo.30. 

-----~.--
-----.~-.----~-- -_ .. 
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41sCOTered dur1ng renovationa by the Ottice ot Worka about 

1927. !he upper chamber waa entered tram the upper tloor 

ot Chamber A, and baa a shatt which projects trom the 

outer wall and ia large enough to have contained a atair, 

though it is much more probably a garderobe ahatt. l 

80 much tor the general description ot the present 

ruined tabric. These were undoubtedly the lIloat important 

sectio.ne ot the manorhouse, but it seema more than likely, 

both from the general Percy practice, tram the cartographer'. 

representation ot the manor,2 and tram the irregular surtace 

ot what is still called Manor Garth, that the present 

'building is only one side ot an original tour-square 

eneloaupe. In 1441 there waa certainly a granary used to 

store bay and tiaber; 3 the ga tea ot the _nor - illlpl;Ving 

the existenee ot a gatehouse - were repaired in 1452.4 

Little information ~om documentary sources is available 

regarding'this once important residence. 

!be inquisition ot 1258 dismisaed the manorhouse 

laconica11yaa "the lord'a house", those ot 1315 and 1319 

as-a certain capital messuage' containing two acres" -

i. al1- eaaes the terse phrases being qualitied by the 

atateaent that i twas "worth nothing be;vond reprisea". 

!hi •• ame condition is indicated by the inquis1tions ot 

135' and 1368, 11'1 spite ot the royal licence to crenellate 

1 Photo.2l. 
2 see enlarged section ot 1611 map, showing Spottorth 

T1l1ase. 
3 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.2. 
4 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.6. 
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which had been granted in 1308. 

Such 1a the early documentary evidence, which attords 

very 11ttle positive information. 

The ~0110w1ng posaib1e development may be advanced, 

though it i8 by no means completely detensible at all 

p01nta. l 

!bere can be no doubt that in a place ot such 

importance to the Perc1es as Spot~orth there was a residence 

mach ear11er than 1258, the date ot the ear11est encountered 

ment1on. It 8eeJiS 11ltely that the f'irst building would 

occupy the creat of' the rock outcrop, and might have been 

o~ t1.ber c01l8truction. The plent1tu1 supply or building 

stoae in the ne1ghbourhood would permit at an early date 

the r •• onatpuction o~the ~abric in more durable Daterials, 

aDd 10, probably in the early 12th century, the walls ot 

c~ber. C and D .ere pushed out from the rock tace and 

•• pplied w1th the :tive trefoil headed window. which, w1th 

'the eJ-Wle _e0Jl.P7, are the only clues perDd t t1ng the 

approxi_te dat1ng of' thie worll:~ The upper storey _1' have 

Hea e1 ther of' • tone or ot timber. The wall dividing 0 

aD4 D 414 not extend above the ba ... ent. Both the •• chambere 

.. re ree.hea by two rock etairs at » and K. Thi. perhaps 

upes the pre •• nc. o't another 1'0018 at L. Entry to thia 

upper tloor wa. probably at G where the corbele at two 

h.ilbt. a .. ~e.t that there .. s a for.building with a 

1 All reterenoea are to photoa.l9 and 26. 
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penthouse roof, the landing being over the two archways 

admitting to the. undercroft. 

Thia seemB to be the most likely augge8tion for the 

p08itians or the undercroft, Great Hall and Solar, the 

•• sentials ot a medieval residence. Domestic ottices such 

as kitchen, brewhouae and bakehou8e could be housed either 

on the north rront or around the possible courtyard. 

Taia aimple plan waa maintained until the 14th century 

when the Scottiah de8truction - whoa. extent ia indicated 

eDIT by the Oloa. Roll and ot~er entries - would simplity 

the ma~or struotural alterations which were now commenced. 

Whilat ohambers 0 and D were lett intact a8 tar a8 the 

sr.und tloor a. eonoerned, the whole west wall ft8 

re •• 4elle4 and the east wall on the rock creat rebuilt to 

.. tch. The a1m1larity in the reeding in the rebatea of the 

door an4 window openinge at the eouth end ot the ea8t and 

.. at walla suss.ete tIU8.1 The Taul ting, corbels, and 

p1llara w.re constructed, the corbel in the northern wall 

\).1ag 'built 1nto the masonry now u8ed to till what had been 

a DortA window. It .e_ that both rock ataira were blocked, 

'the l_er entry to the luger atair being tilled with a 

Clonal_ration ot 1008e masonry, held at its toot by the 

eto~. kerb .entioned above, but autt'iciently homogeneoUB 

to.upport one ot the vaulting corbe18 which ft8 iabedded 

in this Jl88onr7. 

1· 8e. photograph8 N08.27 and 29. 
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!be original north wall was pierced and the chambers B, 

A, and F constructed., It would seem by the simlari tT of the 

vault1ng 1n Band F that they were contemporary. The 

octagonal tower with its conical cap and crude finial would 

s.em to have been built at this time. 

It 1s suggested that Room F was a store room connecting 

with the kitchen A, Whilst B had an entry at the west end 

large enough to admit a cart, so a8 to allow stores to be 

~rought to k1tchen and undercroft and to perm1~ the garderobe 

to be cleared; that the chapel was above P, and communicated 

w1th the 10rd'8 chamber over the kitchen, whilst over B was 

the 801ar, w1th its centrally placed door leading directly 

into the Great Hall aboye C and D. The lord's chamber was 

eDt.red by a door ~ac1ng south in the projection o:f chamber 

A, and an external f11ght of steps at H gave aecess to the 

hall - a precarious an~ dangerous entrance over the rough 

uatrimmed rock surface • 

.Although the 14th century a1 terations had doubled the 

a1se of the build1ng, the resultant arrangements must have 

been aateahift and comfortless. Moreover, even it the 

peNnt re.1na were - aa it is sugge.ted - supplemented bY' 

otherbuilcUng8, itia doubtful whether aatia:factory 

accommodation could be given to retinues at the proportions 

deaer1))" ill the Houaehold Book, and which taxed the 

r ••• urees of the much larger residences at Wresse1 and 

Lecont1eld. 



Apart trom a passing reference in 13151 and another 

in 1442 when planks were delivered tor repairs to the manor 

house,2 the only mention ot repairs to the main fabric ot 

the building appears in the Bailiff's account tor 1454, when, 

in preparation for the visit ot the Percies, the manorhouse 

root ... soldered in various damaged places, a carpenter, 

Geotfrey '1'hurescrosse, spent three days in reroofing the 

great kitchen and William Sclster four' days in reroofing 

above the great kitchen. Other repairs were effected to 

the grange and the manor gates. 3 

No record remains of wha t happened to the manorhouse , 

lurlns the Wars ot the Roses save for Leland's remark:

-the mannour place was sore detacyd in th tyme of the 

01.,ile Warre'betwixt"Henry the 6 and Edward the 4 by thErle 

ot Warwicke ahd Marquis M~nteacute his brother ••••• "4 

A rent roll ot 1536, including an incomplete survey 

or Spottorth, mentloned:- "the walls of the Mannor Howse 

are BaDTe ot them as yet standinge without rooite or 

tY1llber, haveing one Corte Howse which ys newly coverid 

.lth l8id. The Mannor Garthe with a greate leithe or 

barne lathe 8ame coverid with suite •••• "5 

!he recent repair. thus mentioned are perhaps those ot 

1524, '01011 ,the _i.l1ft included amongst his expenses: -

1 PR~.ln.Acc.SC;6~1088/5. 8 Ed.II. 
2 p.,t ••• IfAO.D.9.2.20 Hen.VI • 
.3 Pet.IIS.~C.D.9.6. 32/33 Hen.VI.· 
4 Itln. I tol.l04. 
, YAS.MS. .d.59 21. 
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"various repairs to the structure ot two roota 1n 8pottorde 
I 

manorhouae caused by a sudden tire last year £6 9s. 9d~1 

It see.s that some repaira were carried out during the 

next th1rty years, s1nce Humberston 1n 1570 speaks of the 

Barl'a "manaion houae, buylde4 all of stone and coverid 

"ith leade, wh1ch waa partely ap07led and defaced 1n this 

late .ebe11youn and parte or the leade stollen by the 

aoul4yoUl"ea com.vng out ot the Southe part.s ••••• ,,2 Since 

tbe .. nor house 1s not even mentioned in the list of caatles 

and manorhouaes acquired by the king trom the Earl of 

Northuaberland in 1537,3 and s1nce no repalr to the manor 

houee appears 1n the royal accounts which are a .. ilable 

up to 1543/4,4 such repaira were probably etfected dur1ng 

til. year. 1557-1559 when the estates had returned to the 

Pereiea. Local historical writers state categor1cally -

but without quoting their authority - that repairs were 1n 

hand In 1560.5 !be only part ot the pre.ent remains which 

ehowe aDT 16th century characteristic - and then not 

conclusively - 1s the door arch 1n the turret opening on 

to the 1ea48 at the north-west corner. 6 

"A part or the ruins wa. 1n u.e in 1576, aa the bail1ff 

II8Ilt1 .. the .pending ot £8 6 •• 6d. on repairs to 

1 Pet.I8.MAO.D.9.14. 15 Hen.VIII. 
2 PRO.Kiac.Bka. ot"Exch.Vol.37.tf.208-242. 
3PRO.R.&S.lfo.959.30 Hen.VIII. 
4 PRO.Min.Acc.4283-429l 29/34 Hen.VIII. 
S'e.g. Eden Vale to Plaine ot York Edmund Bogg. n.d. p.84. 
6 eee photo.No.38. 
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M1e Cortehow.e",l and this condition is mentioned again in 

the survey of 1577:-

"The Manor House ys a11most utterlie ruinated The same 

ys embate1ed and buy1ded wth Stone The utter walls and inner 

walls therof (beinge sixe in nombre) are for the moste parte 

whole and unbroken And all the stone of the said howse 

by estimacon ys worth XX Ii. The said Howse Remaynes nowe 

uncoverid in all partes therot (except one chambre now used 

tor the Courte Howse) The 1eades wherof beinge fourtie six 

tete 1n length and nyntene in bredth ys worth by estimacon 

XXIIII lie And the said Manor howse ys scituated and builded 

upon a parcell of ground called the Mannor Garth ioyninge 

est to the Streete southe to certen ot the Lo. Cotages and 

Webster Lane west upon the demaines called the Carr and 

north upon a house and garth parcell of the tenants 

belongyng to the parsonage. tI 

The one chamber used as the court house DS tha t above 

chamber B. At its west end DS a w1ndow opening w1 th f'ine 

plate tracery in excellent stone, and on its south wall 

there are still signs that the chamber was once plastered. 

Manor1al courts were held here until the middle of' the 

19th century. 

To-day the ruins present a well-kept appearance under 

the care ot the Office of Works. It is somewhat ironic that 

the only great Yorkshire manor house which the Percies 

considered not worthY ot preservation into the 16th century 

should be the best cared tor in the 20th century. 

1 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.19 18 Eliz. 
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SPOFFORTH 

Section 4 

The Barony and Manor ot Spotforth 
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Spotforth was more than just an ordinary manor of the 

conventional type. Quite apart from possessing a rectorial 

manor eXisting sid~ by side with the Percy lay manor, this 

village was the administrative head of a wide area, with 

offshoots in all three ridings of Yorkshire and, allegedly, 

even in Lincolnshire. l In 1577 over 80 "free foreign tenants" 

held property in 84 external villages by suit of court at 

Spofforth. 2 

The 1577 survey recorded the following account of the 

boundary of the lordship:-

"Imprimis begining at a Stone Bridge East from the Manor 

House called Dighton Bridge, and Boe from ye sd Bridge south 

upp ye sd River or Becke called Crimple as ye Midstreame 

runeth to a certaine meadow of Mr. Willm Middeltons called 

Bagwith and ther on ye said Cr1mple southward along the 

East side of ye Demaines of Stokell grounde as the Long 

Inge goeth and ye river cometh downe unto a place called 

Bairarse Ing and soe south along ye east side of ye said 

Bairarse Ing alias Bairarse Lease, Parcell of ye said 

Lordsh1pp of Stockell as ye sd Bairarse Lease and soe 

along as ye Hye Streete lyeth unto a small Baulke having 

Thorne Bushes upon the same lying betwixt ye lordshipp of 

Linton upon the West and ye Lordshipp of Kirkdighton and 

aoe along ye ad Baulke as it lye th turning somewha t upon 

the North unto a place where ye said -. two Lordshipps doe 

1 "The manor of Somerby near Bygby in Lincolnshire held 
by Richard Roceter of Henry de Percy as of his manor of 
Spoftorth. PRO. Originalia Rolls 15 Eliz. Rot.XX. 

2 See first map in "Maps, Plans and MSS." volume in the folder 
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meet and bounder with ,. Lordshipp of Weatherby at the North 

End of 1e 8d Draill Baulke turning upon ye south from thence 

southward as 1e ad Baulke lyeth betwixt ye ad Lordehipp of 

L1nton and ye sd Lordsh1pp of Weatherby unto a meare stone 

on the south side ot ye Quenes h1gh Streete ly1ng upon a h1ll 

called Dra1ncall H1ll and trom thence south unto ,e 

Midle Streame ot 1e Ryver of Whartfe and soe southwest 

as the ad Streame cometh downe unto ye Head and Westend ot 

1e Cow Paature of L1nton and from thence at1ll Weat aa ye 

M1dle Streame of ye sd R1ver betw1xt 1e Lordsh1pps ot 

Woodhall and Ke.wicke unt1ll a place called the A.ste 

Ho~e and soe atill up 1e Streame of 1e Id R1ver unto a 

place called ,e Cow Holme aa ye ad Streame runneth unto 

Natherby and atill up ,e sd River unto a place called 

Giltecrofte at 1e south corner of ye same whereat a a1ke 

called Ebb a1ke runneth into the sd river of Warfte and 

~rom thence northwest upp 1e ad Ebb sike untill it turne 

pla1ne North and aoe along the ad a1ke unt1ll ye west Nowke 

of G1lnaker and soe along the Weat hedge of ye ad G1lnaker 

unto ye w.at Corner of one Ing Cloae ot ~homaa Gelatroppel 

called the Becke Inge and aoe upp along the Weat Hedge of 

the e4 Inge untill a l1ttle Becke unto a yate called the 

Bawghil1 Yate there ad10yning upon Sw1ndon and aoe upp 1e 

~cl macke Beclee unto Stringfellowes House and 80 upp ,e 

l, aPR. 22 11&7.1553 V.p.269 L1cence to S1r Arthur Darcie 
to grant manor and cap1tal me.suage of Barro.b, Grange 
to Thoma8 and Robert Gelstroppe. 



becke to aw1adon Gate and from thence upp ye West s1de ot 

Skailber and S08 along the Weat a1de of ye sa1d Skailber 

aa ye r1ver runneth unto a place called the Waire Hoyll and 

fro. ,e ad Waire Hoyll unto the South Weat ot ye uttermost 

closea at 7e Wynd Kill at Walton Head stlll adioyning upon 

7e Ooaon ot Swindon unto ye South West corner ot ye Browe 

Cloae where 78 Wind M1lne standeth and under ye sd Milne and 

soe North aa ye Hedge ot ye sd Browe Close goeth towards 

ye head house of Walton Head unto ye end of one old tarne 

ot a ditch on ye west a1de ot ye sd R1ver or Sike and from 

thence tull West aa ye 8d Tarne goeth unto ye tyve atones 

iA the Head ot Butteraike and trom the sd fyve atones 

Borth a8 7. 8d Butter S1ke runneth into ye Kilne Dame and 

.08 atraight over 7e ad Dame unto a small river 01' Becke 

taalled Or_ple and there turning full upon 7e Easte downe 7e 

.1dle Str .... ot 7e ad Cremple .s 7e water runneth betwixt 

the ad Lordah1pp ot Spotford and 7e Forrest ot Kna1aborrow 

down to a ford called Almatord and from thence still as 

ye ad Stream. runneth unto the Breek H111 and trom thence 

attll aa ,e atreame runneth unto the Ducke Nest House and 

troa thence atill along the Streame as 1 t runneth unto the 

head 01' A1ckton Moore and aoe over ye ad Ryver or Becke 

eall.4 Cre~le unto the South West Corner ot ,. West Hedge 

ef Breame Barr ••• and 80e North East a8 ye sd hedge goeth 

up the Craggy Bill unto a gate called Lolly Gate and aoe 
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iast over the Hyghe Street and on the sd hedge south east 

as the hedge goeth betwixt the Breame grounde and ye 

LordShipp o~ Plumpton unto ye south west Corner of yeWood 

called Loxley and soe south east OD ye south side of ye 

sd wood and thorough the wood unto a Pasture Close called 

Firbary Leaae and soe along ye North Hedge of ye ad Firbary 

Leaaos and there turning North along the Hedge unto yo gate 

in ye Quenes High Streete going towarde Knaisborrow and 

aoe streighte oyer ye Streete and downe the Hedge to ye 

River o~ Nidd and soe downe ye Midle Streame south east aa 

the ad River runneth and south to the mouth ot the Cremplo 

whereas yead River or Becke called Cremple runneth into 

,e 8d River Nidd and soe up ye 8d Cremple west unto ye 

Blacke Stone. at the toot ot Ribstone Moore and soe up the 

Midle Str.ame ot ye 8d Becke unto North Dighton Water Mill 

and .oe up still along ye sd Streame unto a stone Bridge 

called Ribston Bridge and soe on up to ye North east corner 

ot a clo.e called ye Hollyn Close untill the North West 

corner ot Bor~ Dighton Pke and aoe west along ye ad Becke 

unto ,e South Weat Corner ot ye sd Parke and aoe atill up 

7. ad Becke to ye tir.t named Stone Bridge where wee first 

began Within the precincte ot which. atoread Bounder are 

conteyned the Townes Villages Hamlettea demaines and pkes 

herewth specified viz 

Ipotowrthtowne and the Parke, Stokeld with the demainea 

and Parke The lfotme ot Lynton wth demainea, Woodhal wth 
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the demaines and Pke., Sicklinghall, Keirbye, Netherbye 

Townes, Baraby Graunge, Hanley Graunge alias Nether Graunge, 

Follytaite Towne, The towne ot Litle Ribstone, Newsome 

Closes, Skyrocke Graunge, The demaines or Oloses ot 

Adlethorpe, Kirkbye Ovtblowes Towne, Waltonhed with the 

demay,nes, Pannell End, Houses on the More syde, Aickton 

Towne, Braham Hall w1 th dema1l1es."1 

In the local government area ot the manor itselt, 

constables appeared at court to represent Spotforth, 

Linton, S1ck11nghall, Ribston, Kearby cum Netherby, 

Fo11itoot cum Aikton, Kirkby OVerblow, ABkwith and 

Middleton cum Stockeld. Occasionally Oast1ey and Ilk1ey 

were represented too. Two separate ~urie8 made present

ments and tried the Tarious pleas, one tor the liberty ot 

Spottorth, a second tor Linton and - atter 1560 - a third 
~. . ." 

tor the whole lordship, and known as "jurati inter Partes". 

Whilst the normal number empanelled in each jury was 
, . 

thirteen, there were on occasion as tew a8 eleven and a8 

many as aixteen. The amercements were subject to rescrutiny 

and adjustment by three or tour "atteratores" or "atteerorstt -

a practice which began in the early 17th century. Prior 

to thi8 date, amercements were recorded as "atteered by 

the whole homage", or sometimes ''by the juries". 

3. Petworth D. lSn Survey. This extract was also printed 
in the "Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical 
JoUrnal". VolXIII p. 318-9-
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The Co~t Baron was held regularly each three weeks, 

the procedure usually being suspended d~ing August and 

perhaps September. At Lady Day and Michae1mas the Great 

Court was held - known variously as the "Great Court and 

Sherift's Tourn" (1471), Tourn and Capital Court (1508-1516), 

Sher~ttts Tourn and View ot Frankp1edge (1519-21), and 

Co~t Leet (1651). At these more important assemblies 

byelaws or "pains" were enacted to correct some abuse or 

irregularity. 

Whilst the business ot the Spofforth courts was presided 

over by the Steward or his deputy, in the presence of the 

Clerk ot the Court and various subsidiary ofticia1s, there 

existed also the ottice of Feodary of spottorth whose 

holder was responsible tor the collection or suit-fines, 

relieta and the proced~e connected w1th wardship and 

marriage inc1dent upon Percy sub-teD8nts inside the BarOllJ' 

ot Spottorth. This distinction ot Spotforth's was shared 

in Yorkahire only by Topcllfte whlcb too bad a Feodary, 

though b.oth ottice. were aometimes held by the same person. 

Much ot the court's business was concerned with the 
-' 

regulation ot agricultural and pastoral matters as well as 

ot relations between teD8nts and the lord ot the manor. 

Separate annual accounts were presented by the bailift and 

the collector - or reeve, aa he waa otten called. This 

doubl. accouaiiDg occurred only at Topcli!te, Lecontield 

and s ... er beaidea at Spottorth. 
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Arable land la7 in the three great fields, Eaat Field, 

Crag Field and South Field. The first two ot these lay on 

the high ground to the north east of the Criaple valley. 

The Baat Field of about 125 acres, divided into a series ot 

named Butta, Flatts, Driftings, Lands and Ranes, was 

bounded on the east by the present pariah boundary, to 

the north by York Lane and York Hill, to the aouth-east by 

the ,~ibaton Road, and on the south-west by Crag Field. 

The latter lay unequally divided by the preaent Plompton 

Road and contained about the same acreage as the East Field -

about 122 acres. Its north-west corner was at Croeper and 

its aouth-weat extremity at the junction of the three roads 

and Point Bridge, a natural frontier being formed by the 

awampy land near the Criaple which then tollowed a much 

more aeandering and easterly courae than now. The South 

Field lay on both aides of the village street aa it led to 

Wetherby, bounded to the north by the Crimple, to the south 

by the Toad Hole Beck and Stockeld ground. Its north-west 

lim1 t _s approximately where the 8ubsidiary level crossing 

atands to-4aY. Some of the strips can still be seen in 

the pasture to the south of the railway line between the 

atatton ,and the _norhouee. This tield contained about 

llS acrea. 

The following details are included - sparse though 

they are - of the names of the common arable tields ot 
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villages in the manor ot Spottorth. The list is constructed 

trom scattered information gleaned partly from the Court Rolla 

and Account Rolls and partly from the Tithe Commutation Plans 

in the possession of the Rectors of Spofforth and Kirkby 

Overblow. 

Spoftorth 

Kirkby Overblow 

Kearby cum Netherby 

Sicklipghall 

Ribston 

Linton 

East, Cragg, South. 

Kirk, Tether (Tydder), Carr, Hall. 

Cross, Carleshead, Low. 

North, Quarry. 

West, Stoop. 

Drail, Cross, Holme (Ing or Nether). 

Follitoot and Aketon Toft, Town End. 

An attempt bas been made to build a crop rotation 

table (page 62 ) tor the Spofforth arable fields. The 

results are not entirely satisfactory, since references in 

the Court Rolls are so infrequent - the 34 asterisked items 

in an 82-year cycle. 

Meadow land lay in the Crimple valley - the Leays 

and MillIng on the outskirts of the Crag Field, but by 

tar the greatest proportion north of the South Field in 

Hopkin lng, Richard lng, and especially Bond log. All 

these were on the right bank ot the Crimple which ran trom 

the mill via what is now marked as a backwater, then along 

the hedgerow, and finally turned south to join the present 
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Table 2. 

orop Rotation in the Oammon Fields _____ . _____ .... ___ ... _-._--------,-.-_--1 
J----+---
Date Crag Field East Field South Field 

1-1-5
-'-8--+---+- Spring c-o-r~·--r-·-·-W1-~t;;--C~;~· 

9 corn tallow 
70 t c 

c 1 
2 
3 
4 
g 
7 
8 
9 

1580 
1 
2 
3 
4 

i 
7 
8 
9 

1590 
1 
2 
3 
4 
g 
7 
8 
9 

1600 
1 
2 
3 
4 
g 
7 
8 
9 

1610 
1 
2 
3 

c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 

+ Winter Corn 
t 
c 
c 
t 

+ 'Spr1ng Corn 
c 
t 
c 

+ Beans & Barley 
t 
c 
c 
t 

+ Winter Corn 
+ Winter Corn 

t 
c 
c 
t 

+ Spring Corn 
+ Winter Corn 

t 
c 

t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
r 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
r 
c 
c 
t 
0 

I 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 

+ Winter Corn 
+ Spring Corn 
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c 

+ Spring Corn 
talloW 

c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 

+ Winter Corn 

I 

I 

+ 

Fallow 
corn 

+ Spring Corn 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 

+ Spring Oorn 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
f 
c 
C 
t 
c 
c 
t 

+ Rye &: Whea t 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
t 

Barley &: Oats 
c 
t 
c 
c 
r 
c 

+ Spring Corn 
t 
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__ .. ___ • ____ ._ .............. _0 _____ , •• __ ... _____ 

Crop Rotation 1n the Cammon F1el _._----
ds (Cont t d.) 

Date Crag F1eld _._---
1614 + Corn 

5 ~ 

6 c 
7 + Corn 
8 t 
9 c 

1620 c 
1 t 
2 c 
3 c 
4 t 
5 c 
6 c 
7 I t 
8 

I 
c 

9 c 
1630 t 

1 I c 
2 c 
.3 t 
4 c 
5 e 
6 t 
7 + Winter Corn 
8 I + Qats &: Peas 
9 + Fallow 

1640 I + Rye &: Wheat 
I 

1 I· e 
2 t 

·3 c 
4 + Barley 

g t 
c 

7 c 
8 t 
9 c 

1650 + Oats &: Peas 

; 

East F1 e1d south Field 
1-----------------1"--------, c 

c 

i 

I + 
+ 

I 

+ Fallo w 
c 

+ Cor n 
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c 
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t 
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c 
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c 

t 
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c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
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c 
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c 
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t 

, 
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I 
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t 
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t 
c 
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course to the south-east ot Bond I08. The present channel 

is shown, only partly completed, on a plan made in 1767.1 

Pasture ground _s for long limited to the Shaw, 

Havercroft and Orosper, on the boundaries of Spofforth with 

Braham and Aketon. 

ot all this land, demesne arable had all been let by 

the middle of the 14th cen"ury and as there is no further 

mention of it, it must have been merged imperceptibly with 

e1ther the free or copyhold land or reverted to pasture. 

Whereas the areas menti oued as demesne meadow in 1441 were 

Kill Ing, Hopkin Ing and the two Hall Ings, Hopkin Ing 

ceased to be quoted as demesne land after 1480. 

B.r 1577 the Great Oarr, Little Carr and Kid Carr were 

all demesne meadow - probably as a result of careful 

improvement .~ aothat the original meadow acreage ot about 

18 acres had now quadrupled to 72 ac. 2 r. 26 p. 

Demesne pasture ftS made up mainly of the Park and its 

outwoocla, which .1 th aome amal1 acreages in Kid Carr and the 

Manor Garth, totalled over 2,250 acres. More pasture .. s 

anilable .on the northern boundary ot the Dtanor - in the 

UN. ltaown as Swynthornea, beyond the East Field. 

T-he t'reeholdera and tenants ot the rectorial manor held 

their:lands scattered amongst thoae of the demesne and the 

te.nt.. at ,,111. Of the treeholders the Rector ftB the most 

I No.' 7 in "Maps, Plans and MSS." in the folder. 



important - returned a. holding a ca~cate ot land in 1577, 

though the ac~eage equivalent i. thus uncertain. The only 

identifiable portions are the Rectory and its grounds, 

together wfth the churchy'al'd, the garth and pasture land 

known as Pawnt Garth or Emperskew (nearly 13 acres) between 

the church and the Crimple, and a piece ot meadow - Parson's 

Ing - in the South Field. ~his would account tor perhaps 

24 acres. In 1577 the Rector had s1x tenants, tour ot 

wham were cottagers. It their holdings were to average 

ten acres each, the local carucate would thus apprOXimate 

to 80+ acres. This conjecture is supported by the 

information trom an undated terrier ot about 1580 wh1ch 

returned the Parson's holding as 67 ac. 3 r. 10 p. ot 

arable, 17 ac. 0 r. 12 p. at meadow and twelve beaat gaits 

in Crosper and twelve In the Shaw. l 

The origin ot the rectorial manor is obscure. The first 

proot that such a franchise eXisted is the record of a case 

brought betore the Curia Regis in 1242 to determdne the 

oblisationa ot the tenants ot the Church at Spofforth to 

W1111am de PercT and hi. ancestors. 2 There seems to be a 

pos.l b11i t;r the t the endowment at the church wi th lands 

sut:tic1entl,. ext.naiye to merit the term ot "_nor" _1' be 
" 

attributable to either or both the PercT heiresaes, the 

Cou.'t.ss ot W8.1'WIc.k and Agnes the ances tress of the LouT.in 

1 'nS.1I8~'.4.59.21 
2 PRO.Curia Regia Rolla No.123 •• 1. 26 Hen.III. 



Perc1ea, aa both lad1ea enjoyed reputations for pious 

gener08ity. The necesaity ot defining the relationship 

between rectorial tenants and lay lord may be taken to imply 

that the rectorial manor waa a comparat1vely recent creat1on, 

and that it was held ot the Crown. The second inference 1s 

strengthened by the mention in the 1258 inquisition that 

"the parson's men owe to the Xing 3s. 24. yearly tor tour 

carucates and 26 reaping works".l In the same extent 

occurs the item ot the two torges in the toreign wood which 

were Crown property. The crown 1nterest in this connection 

i8 as ditficult to explain as is the necess1ty tor holding 

an inquisit10n in 1258 - nine years atter the Percy heir 

had attainedh1s majority.2 

!he rectorial manor held ita own courts, though only 

one court roll - tor 1491 - haa been encountered, besidea 

tho •• records tor 18th century courts. 3 On that solitary 

ocoasion the only business transacted was the conveyancing 

or" liuid in Rlbston.4 !lhe Rector, Alan Percy, in 1532 

received on behalt ot the church a lesacy trom Thomas 

Saxton. Most ot the property seems to have been chantry 
.,: 

land, .a it included the Stanelott, 8ix acres ot arable 

land in "Swyntornesteld" - on the northern edge ot the East 

1 PRO.Oa1.I.p.m. No.4;2 43 Hen.III 
2 Ca1.C1.R. ',Hen.III m.l4 
.3 Transcripts of aeveral ot these rolls were made in 1932 
.. and appeared .a an A.ppendix to the wri tar t. the.is tor 
. the deeree ot M.A. - "The Manor ot spottorth". 
4 YJ.S(Rec} Lnvr Yorks.Deeds 39.3 Dent.J4SS.No.25. 

. .' 
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Field - 80me meadow in Hopkin Ing and Bond Ing in the South 

Field. l The 1577 Survey noted that the Rector's tenants owed 

ls. 6d. for boon silver to the lord of the lay manor. Thence

forward there is no information on the rectorial manor until 

its court rolls recommence in 1752 and continue in almost 

unbroken sequence until 1900 when the last court was held. 

Their transactions contained nothing more than (a) a recital 

of the customary services, failure to perform which would be 

a valid cause of forfeiture, (b) the surrender or admittance 

ot tenants - in 1752 there were twenty tenants - and (c) 

the recording of wil1s. 2 

The present Rectory is a dignified stone building 

which stands west of the church in its own grounds which are 

about one acre in extent. It is entered through the remains 

ot a gatehouse and has outbuildings in one of which is a 

fine stone arched tirep1ace.' Nor~ ot the rectory on the 

other aide ot the lane were two tithe barns in 1777, each 

about 100 tt. by 30 tt.4 Both have now disappeared, 

one being burnt down in 1927. 

Olose1y connected in character with the ecclesiastical 

manor was the chantry land. 

There were two chantries, both dedicated to Our Lady 

and both in the parish church. The earlier - presumably 

in the north aisle - seems to have been endowed, it not 

foundeA, in 1450 by the Plompton tamily of Plompton village 

n_!' 'bT. 'the other ftS :rounded in 1503 by the Middleton 
• 1 Xl8(aec) LlIIl Bo.388 p.l341s. 
2 Oonaulted whe~ they were in the hands of the late 

A. Brett, Esq., Steward ot The Rectorial Manor; now 
penes Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

3 Photos. 47, 48, 50 and 51. 
4 1777 Terrier, Parish Cheft, Spotforth. 
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tamily of Middleton near Ilkley and ot Stockeld, part ot 

Spottorth. l 

The earlier of the two was perhaps referred to in 1441 

when a note was made of the increase of rent ot the 

"penhouse" with its appurtenant tive acrea of land "once in 

the tenure ot the Rector of Spotforth".2 Thirty years later 

the "Peotfees ot the Stonelofte" figure regularly in the 

list ot tree tenants at the head of the Great Courts. 3 The 

"Stanelotte" also tormed part ot a grant by Saxton to the 

Rector in 1532.4 In an undated and incomplete rental, 

posaibly ot 1536, the "Chantrye Prest ot the Stoyne Lotte" 

paid lOs. per year.5 

At the earlier surve7 ot the chantries the tollowing 

account was presented:- "The chaunterye ot our Ladye within 

the sayde Churche: John Eyer incumbent. Founded by the 

parson, with other landes given by others To thentente that 

the 88yd incombent shulde dayly be assistant to the seyd 

parson in tyme ot dyvyne servyce and tor the mynystracon 

ot othee aaoramentes and sacramentalls Having within the 

se74 parTs.he the nambre ot howslying people 900 and above 

And charged nether with tyrat trutes nor tenthes. The 

saae 'chauntrye is w1 thin the parysshe Churche The necess! tye 

therot is to do dyv,rne serv,yce and to be asaiataunt to the 

, . 
1.Burtees Soc.Vol.92 Yorks.Chantry Surveys p.235. 
2 Pet.MS.D.9.2.¥AC 20 Hen.VI. 
3 Pet.llS.D.2.8 MCR. .. 
4 YAS(Rec.) LXIII No.388 p.134/5. 
5 tAS M8.Md.51.17. 
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le1d persone In'tyme ot nede There is no landes solde ne 

alyenated sithin the 4 Feb Hen.VIII 27. Goodes ornamentes 

and plate as appereth by the inventory; goodes valued 

at 13/4 Plate none. 

Firste certen landes and tenementes in Spottord in the 

tenure ot divers persones viz 2 cottages in Spotfo~d - John 

Cowper and William Deighton 6/8; 3 ac. 3 r. a~rable -

Richard Paver 4/-; 5 r. meadow - Alice Woodborne 5/-; 

lt 1'. meadow - Thomas Mowbrey 1/4; 1 ac. meadow - Robert 

Jackson senior 2/8; a close - James Mylbroke 1/8; 6 ac. 

arz-able - James Smyth 6/8; pasture ground John Paver 1/4; 

1 house in tholdynge ot the sd incumbent with certen landes 

13/- In all 42/4 Payable yerely to the kinges Maiestie tor 

tree rente 10/- and tor Bute ot courte to the sd lordshipe 

ot Spottord 44. And so ~emaneth 32/-." 

The later sUl'Tey of 1548 adds a little to the earlier 

document's contents:- "The chantrye of OUr Ladye in the 

South side ot the sayd parishe churche John Eyre incumbent, 

53 yeres ot age, hath none other lyv1ng than the proceedes 

of the sd' chantrye Goods 8/3 Plate 8f oz parcell gilt. 

Yerely value ot freeholde lande 48/8. Copyhold nil. 

Resolutes and deductions by yere 10/- And so 38/8."1 

In l5~0 "a cottage called Stonelotte and a garden and 

a little close ot pasture upon the Southe Feild" figured 

1 Surts •• Soc. Vol.91-2 Yorkshire Chantry Surveys. 



1a a Crown grant to Silvester Leigh and Leonard Bate, two 

speculators trom Pontetract and Lus.ett respectively.l A 

mem.orandum in the 1577 survey notes: tla messuage in Spofford 

called the 8tone Lotte sometime parcell of the Chauntrye ot 

OUr LadY, then ot the yerelie value of 36/8 was granted by 

the sd King Ed. the VI to one John Paver the wch sd messuage 

betore the same came into the kinges handes yielded to Lo 

of this Mannor Xs free rente by yere and synce the aame 

hath bene deteyned and not paid by rea~on the ad kinge 

solde the premises with the ad tree rent.,,2 The property 

i8 mentioned at various times until 1621. 3 

The other chantry, also dedicated to our Lady, was 

described in the earlier survey as tollows:- "William 

Rumbold incumbent therot. Founded of thexecutors of 

Nicholas Middleton dated the yeare of our Lord God MDIII 

and the yare ot Kyng Henry the VII XIX by reason ot a 

f.ott~nt therot' made to thentente to pray for the soule 

ot the 8ayd tounder and all Cristen soules at thalter ot 

Our Ladie of Pittye there and to helpe to sing in the quere 

in tyme ot d7Tine eervyce and helpe the curate in tyme of 

nede ••• charged neyther with first frutes nor tenthes 

The .... chantry. is within the paryshe churche The 

nee ••• 1t7ee tnerot ie to do dyvyne servyce and.mynister 

sacrament. a8 afore 1s mensioned Ther is no 1ande. 

1 
2 
3 

OPR.4 Ed.VI m.12and 13. 
Pet. M8 .1577 SurTe),". " 
p,t.Q.Court Bo~' 1604-12 and YAS M8.Md.51 1600(c) 

"'. '., '" .\. ..' • J"t,! 
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ten •• ent.e 801de ne alyenatyd aythe the ii13 day ot Feb 

anne regni regi8 Henrici VIII XXVIImo Goodel, ornamentes 

and playte perteyninge to the 8d chauntreye as apperyth 

by the inventory that is to aay goOd8 valued at xjs 1114 

Plate v11jd. Firate certen lande8 and tenementes 

lyeng and beyng 1n dyvere places in the tenure of divers 

persones v1s j tenement in Weton 1n the tenure ot John 

Knyghtaone and John Suttell X111ijs: j tenement in Newbye 

••• Anthony Smythe XXX8:1 j tenement in Lethelaye ••• 

Thomas Dunwelle x8.v11j4: j cottage there in the tenure ot 

R1chard ~hoaa1ng vjs 1n all ci1j8. Payable yerely to the 

k1nges Ma1eatie tor tree rent 11j8.1jd: Item to the 

house of Seynte Leonarde late dy8801ved 1js. In all 111j8 

and 80 remaneth XOV8.xja." 

The survey ot 1548 ment10ned f1rst that the parson, 

Alan PercT, was non-res1dent: the yearly value ot his 

parsonage was £66 138. 4d. out ot wh1ch he pa1d the st1pend 

ot a curate who ministered to a "wyde paryshe of 1200 hows

Itng people". The chantry detaila werel- "W1lliam Rombald 

lneo.bent, 54 yeara ot age, unlearned, hath none other 

17TYD.i than the prof1 t ts ot the eey4 chan try Wherot 

resolat •• and deductions by yere are v1j8.jd. And so 

re_neth clere to the K1nges Ma1est1e per yere xcvjs.v1jd.,,2 

Certain lands in Ribston belonging to this chantry 

1 Detailed as a tenement, a close ot 4 ac. arable, and 
closes ot pa8ture called Hawke and West Oloses late ot 
the Ohantry ot Spottorth, 1n a crown grant to Lovell ot 
Skelton and Foster ot Tadcaster (Cal.PR. 4th March 1553). 

2 Surtees Soc. op.c1t. 
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rQP:aed part or a grant to Thomas Reve and Ralph Sherman 

in 1563.1 

From the available evidence it seems at least possible 

that the earlier chantry house known as the Stoneloft was 

situated on the other s1de ot the road opposite to and on 

theaouth side of the Church - indeed the chantry survey's 

word. "on the south side ot the Church" seem to apply to . 

an exterior rather than to an interior situation. Torre 

places the Plompton coat of arms in a window in the North 

Choir and that of Middleton on the South 8ide. 2 Moreover 

the PlolBpton reCUDlbent erfigy i8 on the north s1de ot the 

Chancel.' 

Directly opposite the church stands a large dwelling 

ho~se called Ma.sey Garth in the occupation ot Mrs. Cooke. 

At one t1a. itw •• the old 8chool and schoolhouse, endowed 

by the Earl ot Egremont, and still contains the schoolroom 

with dormitory above. In its construction are two we11-

preserTed, pointed-arched dOOrwaY8 attributable to the mid-

15th century. Local tradition has nothing to sal" ot the 

building's history prior to its use a8 a school, nor are 

there aDT informative title deeds in the owner t
• pGsse8sion. 

Whilst the identification of the Plompton Chantry 

iri.s.t'. hoUSe and the present )(a8sey Garth seems at least 

1 Oal.P.R. ~4 J~y.1563. 
2 B.II. Torre liS. and Dodsworth KS • 
.3 S •• photo. No.9. 
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11k.l7, there is no ev~dence to show that the Middleton 

Ohantry pl'ieat had a separate dwelling, or, it' he had, 

that aQ7 fragment haa survived. The only possible exception 

to this is the existence of pieces of 15th - 16th century 

window traoery in the we8t wall Qf the Georgian Rectory,l 

but even thi8 18 inconclusive and may be no more than a 

relic ot an earlier rectory. 

One of ~h. most trequently mentioned village officials 

wae the P1n~r ,e The pinfold a toad a t the north end of the 

wide v1llage atreet, on the right hand corner ,after passing 

the front of the manor house. Traces ot it were vi8ible 

unt11 about 1933, since when they have disappeared through 

the oonstruction ot a new rootpath and a boundary wall. 

The atocks probably stood in the aame neighbourhood, at a 

convenient distance trom the gate8 of the manorhou8e. 

To the west and north of the manorhouae is a stretch 

of low-ly1ng pasture land locally kn01fllas 1ft t Bi vvers" , 

bounded ,on the eaat and weat by two atreau. The whole 

perapective 18 altered I'&dicall1' by the railway embankment 

whichetrike.diagonally across the 8outh-west corner of 

the paatve, which wa. the old vivary or fishpond or "stank" 

or 1I111dalll, aa 1t was variously called. Later the dam 

••• 118ed 80lely. ror the la.t naJDed purpose, aince after 

I See photo.No.49. During reoent re8toration work the 
preael)t lay owner of the Rectory has uncovered :t"u.rther 
ev14enoe of early 14th century construction in the 
cellar and the lower west wall. 



the abandonment ot the manorhouse as a residence, the 

primary purpose for which the dam was constructed would be 

unnecesaary. Into thia dam ran tae Park Beck, then known 

aa Coney Garth Beck, with its northern unnamed tributary, 

as well .a the Toad Hole Beck which riaes near 8icklingha11. 

Both thea. atreams converged to enter the dam near Manor 

Bridae which gave acceas to the Park trom the Manor Garth. 

!he tinctura or dyehoua. of the 1220 lnquisition was 

pro~bl7 8ltuated at the outfall of the ~, and almost 

certainly too the fulling mill of 1442,1 slnc. in 1450 it 

was let "nth Ball Ing" for 241_.2 !he preaence of thea., 

together with the query in 1242 as to whether the rectorial 

tenants should or should not have their cloth woven by the 

lord's weaver. indicates the existence in Spotturth ot a 

textile occupation, other mentions of which are rare. 3 

!he north end ot this seven-acre dam was tormed ot a 

80lidly built earth, stone and clay banking, ateeper on the 

south than on the north side. Midway across there was a 

"clow" or oontri.ance tor controlling the water level, the 

eads or the arched atone tunnel being still visible on both 

a14... !be natural slope of the ground neces8itated the 

building of a bank along the east 8ide ot the dam.4 The 

two r.eders ot ..aieval days have now been diverted into 

.eparate artificial channels on both sides of the now-dry dam. 

1 Pet.MS.D.9~2.MAC. 
2 Pet.IS.D.9.8.MAC. 
$ Curia Regi8 Roll8 123 m.l. 
4 Seepboto.No.3. 
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Aa recently as 1767, according to the estate plans, the 

tail of the dam was at the extreme north-east corner and 

waa used to drive a mill which straddled the road leading 

to Aketon and Follifoot. l That the fulling mill occupied 

this site 1s made well-nigh certain by the presentment in 1480 

of the le.see of the fulling mill for obstructing the public 

:tootway along the 81de or the Vivary.2 Presumably the maln 

outflow ran almost due north down the present channel, 

whil.st. when the 11.111 required power, the current could be 

di.erted acro.s or under the road and along the otherwise 
t 

inexplicable dry channel on the east .1de of the present 

road, until it rejoined the preaent strea. bed further north. 

A .p1l1way per~tted floodwater to reach the Crimple near 

the present aill, w.ll south of where the main stream now 

~oiD8 the Crimple. The dam was still used for water storage 

until 1797, and probably later. In that year the surveyor 

put :torwar4 the suggest.ion that the Park streams be drained 

into a s_ller dam, _king most of the viTary dry so that 

it coul4 be converted into a meadow. This, plus the making 

o:t a new crain from the barrier bank to the lower mill 

would coat an estimated £300, which was thought reasonable, 

•• ' the whole achemewas prompted by a de8ign to work coal, 

which ... believed to exist in profitable quantities in 
3 the Parka. 

The pre.ent mill, known in the 16th century as the 

"Fe14 MTlnew, while that at the out:tall was called the 

1 See photo.No.15. 
2 Pet.MS.D.2.8.MCR. 
3 Pet.MS.1797 Survey. 75. 



"Beth.~lne", is still in working order (though marked on 

the 0.8. map as "disused"), but produces only cattle- and 

poultry-tood. Powered by a breast wheel, which was once an 

undershot wheel, it stands on the right bank ot the Crimple 

which is artificially dammed by a small weir to give 

sufficient fall to drive the two pairs of stones. l The 

mill is reached trom the village by a side road which once 

crossed the Crimple by a ford a short distance downstream 

traa the mill and continued north-east up a now disused 

lane to ~oin the Plompton Road. Since the road trom the 

villa,. reached the mill where the apillway from the mill 

dam crossed Heckle Garth, an interesting single-arch stone 

bridge spans the spillway trom a raised causeway to the mill 

door.- In construction this bridge resembles closely 

.everal 14th century packhorse bridges in the neighbourhood -

notably that at Thornthnite in Nidderdale. 2 

In addition to the watermills, there was a windmill in 

Spoftorth in 1353, though it was ruinous in 1368. On the 

estate plans of 1611 and 1767 a windmill is marked in Crag 

Field to the north ot the Plompton Road. Also in the lordship 

were a fulling mill at Leathle, in 1315, a windmill at 

Linton in 1315 and 1319, but ruinous by 1353; a water mill 

at Panna1 and a wind mill at Kirkby Overblow in 1611. 3 

Still another WindJB111 stood on the hill overlooking the 
.. 
1 S.. photos. No. 12 and 13. 
2 See photo. No. 14. 
3 See appropriate inquisitions in table on p. 27 antea. 
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Wharte val1e7 - Walton Head - but by 1577, though itl lite 

was a boundary marker, the fabric had diaappeared. l The 

table overleat summarises the rentals and expenses ot the 

Spottorth nulls ot various types during the period under 

examination, but lack ot data prevents the table trom 

being taken as a "balance shee t" • The da ta are derived 

both trom inquisitions and trom ministers' accountS.· The 

tirst mention that there was more than one watermill at 

Spofrorth occurs in 1479. In 1797 there were two watermills 

in use, a third in ruins and a windmdll, all let tor 

£141 lOs. -d. per year. The windmill wa. "in the Field", 

the Lower Millon the Crimple, the High Mill "at the top 

ot the ViTer" and a short distance trom the Castle fta stone 

and tile building tormerly used a8 a Cornmdll, now almost 

in ruina".2 

1 See 1577 "Bounder" of Spoftorth on p. 56 antea. 
2 Pet.MS. 1797 SurTey. 
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Table j. 

Annual rentals and expenses ot Mills at Spottorth 
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SPOFI'ORTH 

section 5 

The Parks 
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B.1 tar the largest part ot the area occupied by the 

true manor ot Spottorth, excluding its subsidiary members, 

was the Park and the out.oods called the Haggs, though this 

latter name was applied to certain parts ot the Park too. 

The area to-day is still only traversed by footpaths and 

rough lanes and can have changed little in the last te. 

centuries, apart trom the telling ot extensive 8tretches 

ot woodland and the conversion to arable ot what was once 

no more than rough pasture land. 

The earliest account ot the Parks dates trom shortly 

atter the Crown gained the estates, in a survey dated 

30 Henry VIII:-

"Also ther ys another parke wthin the Mannor ot Spotford 

conteyn1ng VIII myles Aboute and ys wel paled and therbage 

therot letten to Ferme and Charged above emongst the Rentes 

and Feraes and in the 88me Parke ben iij Fayer Sprynges 

wherot one called Dun.tall Hagge conteyning A myle aboute 

of xiii~ yeres gro.eth Another GreenHagge conteyning a myle 

.and 8 q~tP aboute ot xxx yeres growith and the thirde 

Thackwith Hagge conteyning A myle aboute wherot the 

underwodes ben veraye Fayer And ther ys also veiwed to be 

at the ty.me ot the Survey over and besydes the sd iij 

Sprynga and other undrewodes and olde tree growyng in the 

.ame parke - in Okes and Fayer Syply.nges MOOCO valued at 

LX 11 Falowe Dere LX Also ther ys a greate Wode in the 
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maanor ot Spottord conteyning V myles aboute weh ys 

deTyded 1nto 111j bagges wherof one called p'sone Hagge 

Another Esshe Hagge Another Bramley Hagge and the 11j Shyer 

Hagge the Undrewodea wherof ben of aundry ~ere8 growith the 

leste of x111j yeres and in the same wode ys veiwed to be 

open this Survey over and besydea the undrewodes and other 

olde and rotten trea - in Okea being fayer tymber wth 

syplynges and short Okes good for Waynescotte to the value 

of D 11. The p'sonage of Spofford ys of the yerely value 

of 0 a' C8."1 

According to the aurvey of 1577 the Park proper covered 

1,230 aores and cODs1st_d of the Body of the Park, Tunstall 

Hagg, Green Hagg, Thackwi th Hagg, Addletborpe Park and 

Oolt Oarr. The outwooda were made up of the Parson Hagg, 

Ash Haggl, Bramley Hagg, Hollin Hagg to the west and 

Horahouae Wood to the aouth ot the Park. These covered an 

additional 1,132 aore8. The rest of the manor west and 

north of these areas, excluding the lands ot Walton Head, 

11rkby Overblow, Fo1litoot, Aleeton and Braham waa known aa 

8po~~orth Cammon and was bounded by the Orimple. The area 

of the c~an according to the return ot 1611 was rather 

aore than 1,600 acres. 

&xcept t9r Coldbed on the extreme w.st and Horsehouse 

Wo04. in the 80Uth, the Hagge and Park .ere surrounded by 

1 PRO.Ml.~cc.8C.l1/959. 
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the pale, - about 8t miles in perimeter. A ~urther pale 

separated the Park ~ram the outwoods. The line ot the 

ring pale can be distinguished most easlly in that section 

between the north-west co~ner ot the old vivary and Haggs 

road, where a low ledge now crowns a high bank. Other less 

clearly marked stretches are to be found near the south 

end ot Whins Lane leading to Sicklinghall. 

The main entry to the Park was at Kanor Bridge, now 

separated trom the Manor Garth by the railway embankment. 

Iaa1de the Park, approximately in its centre, was the Laund 

or deer enclosure. Clos8 by were three buildings in 1611, 

.on or near to the site of Lodge parm,l though in 1577 there 

had been no leiS than six keepers' lodges and one for the 

palliateI'. Haltway along its course the Park Beck widened 

into a a.eet of .. tel' known al the Stank, 2 betore continuing 

to join the Coney Garth Beck .outh of the manorhouse. 

To-4ay this pool ia drained and partly covered by a 

plantation, so that there is no 8ign to ahow whether the 

two-acre area was natural or not. The diatance from the 

manorhouae would surely preclude the possibility ot its 

having been a fish pond or a mill, but despite the plentitul 

.•• ppll' ot nter trOll the,streams, a special watering-place 

t.r 4eer~ght have been de8ira_le, as in 1577 it was stated 

illat·there were 340 tallow deer, 75 ot which were "deare 

1 O.s.Map.2i in. Sheet 44/35 347508. 
2 8.8 enlarged .eotio11 ot Spotforth Map. No.6. 
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or Antlere", in the Park. By 1602 all the deer had "gone". 

Whilat the original raiaon d'etre at the Park waa ita 

value as a private hunting ground and a aource or a ,supply 

ot tresh meat, its value - particularly atter the disuse ot 

the manorhouse perhaps in the mid-15th century - lay in ita 

timber and the charges which could be made tor agist there. 

The 1577 survey records that there were well over 

7,000 tree. worth £1,040 in the Park, and 1,400 in the Haggs 

worth nearly £1,600. For pasture purposes the park was 

asseased at 1/8 per acre, but by 1602 a marginal note says 

"moat at the ground i. worth Sa. the acre, only the Old 

Park wch 1a worth but 2 •• the acre, allover groen with 

turses", whilat Bramley Hagg, which had held over 3,000 

tree. was "worth 2s. the acre being a very rocky ground, the 

wood~ken away". In Horsehouse Wood where 1,500 tree. 
r 

had been valued at £196 in 1577, it was reported in 1602 

that all had been telled. 

It cannot be said with certainty whether this extensive 

4isattorestat1on was a policy ot the Earl or ot the Crown. 

!hat it was the Earl who was responsible seems more likely, 

in Tiew of the widespread leaaing, at this time, ot demesne 

landa in other lordships; yet a Dote on Addlethorpe Park 

8&7a: "This was then cauled ot a village hard by which was 

sould whiles 1 t wa. in the kinge. handes". 

The tollowing table makes clear the need tor the 

change in theiPeataent ot the Park as a source ot income. 



Source. of Revenue from Spofforth Park and OUtwood8 

I 1442 1444 1479 1517 

\ Ag1at I: :. ~'\: :.:. 1: 
! Sale of T1Ilber, 'Dere1'a11 ~ l 

27 1 8 

1524 ___ +-1_15_~_0 __ +--15_41 ___ 1 

£ 8. d., £ a. d. £ 8. d. 
22 6 10 !16 6 10 16 6 10 

I 

s. d. £ 8. d. 

, Bark and Charcoal 14 1 6 \ nil 16 18 6 nil 11 10 8 
r-----~-------;--------+_------+_------~------~------~ 

- -I 7 - 10 1 

I TOTAL 
1 
i I Expenae., e.g. pale, 
I hedges, deerhouaes, 

,j lodges, hay etc. 

fj Balance 

22 1 6 II 8 6 8 32 18 6 27 1 8 33 17 6 123 7 8 \ 17 6 10 

I , I \ i 
1 15 10! 1 11 9i 1 1 2 - I 1 2 -4 2 10 5 10 6 3 19 

16 11 - 4 7 8 28 16 8 25 5 10 32 5 8t 22 5 8 16 4 10 

__________ .. _______ ~ ___ ~.5~~ ___ ~~---12.~~- .L __ ~?~ ________ 160~ ____ .16~_ 
£ s. d. £ ~. d.1 £ 8. d~ £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

1622 \ 
£ 8. d.\ 

I Agist 16 6 10 16 6 10 I 49 15 7 II' 89 8' 8 1138 - -! ! 
!. !! 

Sale 01' Timber, \ I I I 
'Derefa11', Bark ! I I 

and Charcoal - 13 10 - 15 2 27 14 - 26 10 3 2 - - I 
t------+----~----_+-·---_+-----+--------·--_+_------I 

17 - 8 17 2 - 77 9 7 115 18 11 140 - - j 259 17 -
I 

TOTAL 
Expenses, e.g. pale, 

hedges, deerhousea, 
lodgea, hay etc. 

Balance 

271 17 6i 

! 
12- 12- 8 17 11 6 14 1 

15 18 8 16 - - 68 11 8 99 4 10 140 - - 259 17 - 271 17 6i 



The toregoing table excludes the receipts fram 

Addlethorpe and Walton Head, both of which were closely 

associated with the Park. On the expense side, no allowance 

is made tor the fees of the Park officials. 

The increase of 100% in the value of the agist in 1479 

over that of 40 years earlier perhaps reflects the more 

casual owner-interest in the estate after the political 

trOUbles which had resulted in the abandonment of the 

manorhouse as a residence. Forty years later the further 

increase of 70% for agist was accounted for partly by the 

pasture of "foreign cattle" there. That this was an 

unreliable source of income is shown by the dwindling 

returns which had receded almost to their total of 1480, 

through the leasing ot the Park to Sir Thomas Johnson and 

his son Henry in 1538 tor an eighty year term at £10 per 

year. The latter's complicity in the troubles ot 1569/70 led 

to an enquiry into the terms of his lease of the Park. Thi. 

enquiry seems to establish that Johnson sublet the herbage 

tor £40 per year, yet the Earl of Northumberland retained 

some interest, since both he and the Earl of Sussex 

-late Lord President" hunted in the Park atter the grant 

of the'lea.e, the Earl'. livery was worn by the park 

ofticers who atlll fulfllled the warrants tor deer which 

are .. ntlone4 in the Household BOOk. l 

1 See PRo. Special CODm1ssiona and Returns in the Exchequer, 
1.178/2576 15 Ells. Evidence ot Lady Margaret Johnson. 
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That the Earl app~eeiated the poo~ness of the 1538 

bargain 1s shown by the new income trom agist in 1576. 

Whilst the 1577 survey valued the Park at £92 14s. -d., 

the 1579 agiet ~eceipts rell sho~t of that sum by more 

than £3, but thirty yea~s later, in 1608, a furthe~ 

ine~eaee of 55% showed the wisdom of the administrators' 

policy; if furthe~ confirmation were required, the yield 

f~om this source in 1608 was almost doubled in 1622. 

The receipts from agist were supplemented by 

miscellaneous sales of timber, 'derefsll', 'toppes and 

croppes' and - in 1444 and 1479 only - of charcoal, for 

which there would be s ready demand from the iron forges 

in the district. Two such forges were dismantled in 1524 

at a cost ot £2 lOs. -d.,1 though two are still marked 

on the 1611 estate plan. 2 

The supplementary sources ot income were largest when 

the Percies held the property. The period of Orown 

occupation, represented here by the accounts of 1540-1543, 

was.the least productive in all particulars, and also the 

least expensive in repairs and maintenance. 

Exp~nee8, exclu.d1ng the annual tees ot the parker and 

1 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.l4. 
2 O.S. Sheet 44/35,311523 and 325535. 

and see Spoftorth Estate plan 1611 No. 
The connotation ot i~on working in the district with 
.the deriTation of Kirkby "Overblows" from "Oreb1awers" -
a·common rendering of the 14th and 15th centuries - is 
further strengthened by the alternative form Ki~kby 
"Ferrers u , encountered in the 15th and 16th centuries. 
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his fellows, consisted of repairs to the pale, planting of 

hedges round the copses, digging of ditches, felling timber 

for house and other repairs, moving and stacking hay, 

railing off the stacks when complete, cutting 'derefall' 

as fodder for the deer, repairing the keepers' lodges and 

the deerhouses. 

Extensive repairs to the pales and hedges were 

undertaken in 1442 when 300 rods were reconstructed at a 

cost of nearly £5; in 1444 another 300 rods cost just 

short ot £4. By 1479 the Haggs had all been separated 

from one another by hedges or fences. No mention of repairs 

to the pale occurs after 1524. 

It seems probable that the deer were confined to the 

east and south central part of the park. Hay for their 

winter fodder was mowed mainly in Colts Carr, which lay 

on the southern edge of the .Park between Addlethorpe and 

Horsehouse Woods. Hence the 'Stank' on the Park Beck may 

have been contrived as a special watering place, since the 

largest parts of the stream courses were no longer 

available. 

Now that the greater part of the park was used for 

pasturing cattle of various kinds, the reduction of other 

overhead costs was made possible. In 1575 the second 

parker's wages were withheld "until the Lord's wishes be 

ltnowen", though the hll wages were eventually paid during 

the next two years. In 1580 there was only one parker who 
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received his customary tee, but no such official appears 

in the list tor 1608. 

The Earl's position was fUrther consolidated in 1593 

by a sixty-year surrender or the tithes ot the Parks to 

him by the Rector ot Spottorth, Robert Ramsden. l 

The 1611 estate plan shows the Park after the 

disappearance of the deer enclosures, when the tenants, 

according to the terms ot their tenure had parts of the 

park allotted to them. The 1577 survey noted:- "Ther ys 

an Auncyent Custome that the Tenants and Inhabitaunts should 

have in the Bodye of the Park ther kyne after the rate ot 

xijd a beaste and ther horses, mares or coltes atter the 

rate of ijs a piece, which custome contynueth at this 

4&ye.,,2 

The Earl tinally gained complete legal control of the 

Parka when in 1618, in return tor a payment ot £50, he 

aeoured any rights whlch the Golde.borough t~ly, as 

relations ot the Johnsons, might still r.etain under the 

leas. ot 1538.3 

1 Pet. MS. B~ll.H. 35 E1lz. 
2 Pet. MS. 1577 Survey Memoranda. 
3 Pet. MS. E.ll.G. Jan.15 Jac.I. 
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SPOFFORTH 

Section 6 

The Tenantry - their Holding. and Customs 



It 18 disappointing that no really satistactory 

attempt can be made at tracing the changes in the size ot 

tenant population during the whole period. The first 

available full list of tenants dates only from 1561; in 

early Views of Frankpledge, only defaulters and those 

otfering essoin were noted; the lists of those presented 

tor taking green and dry wood are unreliable since they 

Tary considerably in total number even between consecutive 

views; not the least difticulty is the tact that the 

tenants are not always listed by Tillages but also by 

tithings (1620) and on some occasions the only records are 

~o .be tound in the torm ot rolls ot leaseholders which are 

not necessarily representative of the members ot the whole 

community. (1618, 1621, 1650). Another point which makes 

tor contusion is that the villages which were associated 

with the lordship were otten separated trom Spotforth tor 

varying lengths ot time. Even in the 1577 survey, which 

is by tar the most detailed manuscript available tor 

Spottorth, only Spottorth and Linton are treated in detail, 

though all the other 'members' were included in the 

'Bounder'. 

Again, unfortunately, this Survey is the only one 

extant. No doubt another was prepared about 1611, as a 

parallel to those ot about that date tor Wrassel and 

Leoont1.1d~but 1t is not to be found either at Petworth 

or at Alnwi ck. 
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The acantyreaults revealed from an exaDdnat10n ot 

popu1at10n returns shows the follow1ng var1ation over a 

period of sixty years. 
Table 5 • 

• 
Population Changes - Spottorth Tenants at W111 

1-----" --_ ..... - ..... - .... -...... : "-.--'-.---.. -.. ~ ._--_.- ,----_ ... _-----_.-
Townsh1» 1561 1577 1600 1602 1612 1620 

- -
S-poff'orth 56 46 69 49 74 93 

! 
Follifoot and i 

I 

Aketon 45 67 58 ; 60 ; 

Kirkby ! 
; 

Overblo.- 23 23 19 I 28 I , 
S1ckl1nghal1 15 22 I 24 ! 25 i 

LiD ton 16 10 16 
J 

I 
• 24 

i 

i 23 

TOTAL 155 197 I 199 I 229. 

The above table includes Tenants at Will only. 

In 1600 there were 47 free tenants listed, as fol10ws:

Spotforth 10, Fo11ifoot 18, Kirkby Overb10w 12, Linton 7. 

In the other lists the tree tenants are so intermingled 

with the tree 'toreign' tenants as to dety extrication. 

According to a JlBnuscr1pt which is undated1 but can 

be attributed to about 1580 through the similarity of 

names and allotments to those of' the 1577 survey, the 27 

tenants at w111 hel~ 28 tenements. The property thus let 

1 YAB.K8.M4.59.21 "The totall collection which My Lordes 
Tennantes holdeth a8swell arable land as medo. and 
pasture wth Bease Yai ts and al ~, toloweth". 
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amounted to 223 acres 2 r. 27 p. of arable, 4 ac. 0 r. 25 p. 

o~ arable converted to meadow, 60 ac. 3 r. 15 p. of meadow 

and 2 ao,. 3 r. 13 p. of pasture besides 42 beast gaits in 

Crosper and the Shaw, whose acreages were not specified. 

The eight free tenants held 102 ac. 3 r. 11 p. o~ arable, 

6 ac. 1 r. 10 p. of converted arable, 28 ac. 2 r. 5 p. of 

meadow, 3 ac. of pasture and 22 beast gaits in the same 

pastvea. 

There is only a small degree of correspondence - foUl' 

case. - ~etween the holdings thus specified and those o~ 

the crown grants of leases in 1555/6, but a much greater 

sim1laritT to the details of the 1577 survey. A note in 

the 1577 survey, made in 1602 by the auditor, Stockdale, 

rea4s:- "Note that there ys ot the tenants at Will 49 and 

possesseth o~ land 269 akers wherot 55! ot meddow, 6i ot 

pasture and 207 of arrab1e and besyd cottages. Best yaita 

in the Shawe 18, in Crosbarre 24". 

These non-corresponding records thus show that the 

amount ot land let to tenants was decreasing. The total 

acreage in 1555/6 was 371 (340 ot arable and 31 ot meadow). 

In 1580 (0) the total was 291 ac. 3 r. 0 p. (228 ac. ot 

arable and 61 ac. ot meadow w1th a small allotment o~ 

pasture). The.e are the only records which include 

acreage.. Since these figures reter to tenants at will, 

and s1nce the first total is roughly that ot the three 

c~ f1elds with the1r appendant meadow land, the only 

92. 



"The Totall Collection which My Lorde. Tennanta Holdeth aaa.ell Arrable Land a8 Medow 
and Paature .th bea.e gaita and al .a roloweth.·· YAS.KS.Md.59,2l. (circa 1580). 

Late 
Arable 

Beast Gai ta I 
Tenant Arable Ilea dow Pa.ture Croaper Shawe I Total .Area 

a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. 
rim. Woodborne 34 1 18 1 1 5 7 - 4 \ 6 I 

JUles Buasaye 34 - 36 7 - 10 I 2 3 8 1 I 
Leonard Lowtye 24 1 1 2 - - . 6 2 30 il I 6 " 

I 6 1 - ! ! John Tailler 34 2 1 I - 3 20 , Ii 
George Payver I 21 3 25 I' 1 - 20 ! 5 1 16 ; i 6 
John Dightton I 13 - 27 ; ! 4 - 16 iii 
Richard Wrighte I 2 1 10 I I - 2 33 iIi 
Do.late h1lbye I 7 1 5 ! I 2 1 22 l i 

William Dobson 8 3 20 \ \ 1 1 5 ' 2 .1 

Jo~ Kxilbye 5 3 17 I 2 1 10 ! 1 1 35 " I 
John Mymynge 9 - 20 I I - 2 - 2 I 

ThOll8a Helae 9 - 5 ; ill 4 Ii ili 
John Foster '\ 1 ; 5 - -
Agne8 Bawte ,3 1 14 : I 1 - - ! 
Thomas Browne . 2 - - \ t j 

4 

6 

4 

2 

2 

! 
I 

a. r. p. 
\ 42 2 27 
: 44 - 14 
! 32 3 3l. 
: 41 2 2l. 

'\'1 28 2 2l. 
17 1 3 

i 3 - 13 
I 9 3 27 
; 

! 10 1 25 
j 

i 9 2 22 
, 9 2 20 

10 1 9 
5 - -
4 1 14 
2 - -
1 - -Izabel1 Parke I 1 - - i I I' 

liV'cholaa Gell 1" - 3' if ,- 3 -
Chri.. Wrigh te i - 2 : ill ,- 2 -
Leonarde Heble \ - 2 - ! I I \ - 2 -

I Robert Cott()lll i - 2 - \, 1" 2 I ! - 2 -
Alice Canby. ! - 1 - 2 24 II· I 2 3 24 

I John Browne ! 4 - - I \ i 4 - -
i William Hopwood 2 - - I 1,1, 12 2 

\
' John Nottingham i 22 8 1 

John Mydlebrook I 1 2 - ! I i 2 2 8 

\ 
I 

Nicholaa Wood, l. 10 '\ \ John Wal.ker 1" 1 tl '; -- 21 1-0 

\--_::_~_e_r_:_Pa_r._k_er---+'1-22-3--_-2-7-+l-7--2-1-5-_154 ___ -_1:_1; __ ~ .1~_t~i~~=~!~_j2~~ __ ~~34 __ 5-_--.1-1 



'i-

, . 
j 

• 

'feDlUlta 

The Persone 

Arable 
a.' r. p. 

63 3 10 

9 1 20 

. "lh'M Bolders in Spofford." 

! 

Late 
Araltle 

, Beaet Gaita I Pasture _ Croeper iSbawe Total Ar_ Meadow 
a. r. p. I 

! 
a. r. p.; a. r. p. 

4 - - [1.7 
l 
l 
! 1 
j 

! 
- 1.2 i 3 - -! 

! 
1 - ; 

I a. r. p. i 

4 12 87 3 22 I I 
I 

10 2 20 . I 2 i 
1. - - I 'I 2 I 12 1 1.0 i I 

9 2 10 \ 2 - - ! 
I ! I' II - 3 _i l - 3-

George Par-or I : iii I 
Do~~::thorne.~ : ~ 1~ \ ! \ II' 2 : ~ 1~ I,!, 

Mr. Mi4.leton 

Greg. Bikerton 

John Payver 

Jfr. Goodr1g - 3 20 \ i \ - 3 20 

I J. Mawbarn (~rt I j. I I or 8 tone Lort) • I - 1 10 I - 1 15 I - 2 25 I 

111.-__ -T~h~o~ma~~B~_E-_X-l~1.~b~Y~e~~~~~_5-_-_--~~2~0~:I~~~~~~~~~\~~-___ 2 ___ -~ ________ _L ______ ~ ____ ~_5 ___ 2 __ 2_0~1 I~~ I TOTAL 102 3 11 6 1 10 i 20 - 27 I 3 - - 18 4 132 1 8 _ 



Properties of Tenants at Will 1577 Table 8, 

A B , 

TENANT 

I Cil Q) , Q) OCD 
Q) CD CtJ en Q) P4 4-t • .-/ Q) 
bO Q);::l Q) ;::l en 0 to o+>CtJ 
cO bO 0 CIl Q) 0 ~ .s::= s:: H co CIl • .-/ Arable 
;::l co a:S '.s::= 1::1 rl ..c: 0 co Q) a:S..c: as Q) S Land 
CD Q'" ~ , o,o Q..c: ~tO..c:'" Q)SQ) 
en H .., rl l.c: a:S 0.-1 ~ ~ H 0 H H 0 H 
Q) &i 0 ,0.-1 ~ +> as as 0 as H as I < I=l Pi 
::s 0 ~o CIJ ~:r:: S':: o 0 0 r. p. a. r. p. 

William Woodburn 2 ,1- 1 1 ' )' 1 4 t2- -::- 34 - 1 38 

IJames Nussey 221 ,1 11 4 14 25 34 - 32 

I 
Leonard Lowtye 1 , 1 . 1: 1 1 1 11 - 21 1 1 
John Tai11er 1 11 I 1 1 2 - 35 34 2 1 
George Paver ' I i I ; 11 1 1 2 - 21 3 25 
John Dighton I II 'II ! 1 - 16 13 2 7 
Richard Wright 21 2 , I 1 1 1 2135 9 2 25 

I Edmund Dobson 1 1 I ' 1 - 25 8 3 -
John Exi1by 1 I ' I II I 1 1 10 5 3 17 
John Mymming 1 )1 I 1126 1 9 - 20 
Thomas Helme 1 l ' 1 - 25 5 - 5 
John Foster . 1 1 I 1 3 10 

I William Al1enson 11 1 1 1 ,1 24 ', 3
2 

1 14 I Thomas Browne 
Isabell Parke f 1 1 1 ' - 35 I 1 
Nicholas Gill 1 11 - 32 3-

I Christopher Wright 11, 11 ! 1 - 30 1- 2 
I Leonard Helme I I II 20 - 2 
Robert Cottom III I 1 ,, - 32 : f -

: Alice Canby 
John Browne · 1 1 1 1- 24 I 4 
William Hopwood 1 ! 1 1 1 30 2 - -
John Godfrey 1 I I 1 :1 1 2 
John Midd1ebrooke 1 1 1 I 1 - 20 1 - 8 
John Walker 1 1 I 11 1 - 32 2 
Katherine Wood 1 1 1 1 5 I - 1 20 
Robert Parker : 1 1 1 1 1 - 16 
James Wrey 1 1 1 - 4 
Alice Saxton 1 1

1
- 18 

William Wrey 1 1 11 - 20 
Stephen Parke 1 1 11 - 34 

: E1iz , Anderson vid e 1 1 - 20 
John Lawson 1 1 1 1 24 I - 1 

I Robert Widdington 1 1 1 1 - I 
! Thomas Dickson 1 1 2 

John Li tster I 1 1 - 32 
I Ka therine Wood 11 1 1 '1 1 5 - 1 20 
I James Pul1eine 1 1 - 20 
i Thomas Sumps ter 1 1 2 3 8 
f Agnes Rawlinson 1 1 1 
i Oliver Granger 11 I, 1 11 11 

Thomas Midgley 
Matthew Beecrofte a piece of waste north of 
Alice Dawson vide 1 1 11 I I I , 1211 
Edward Harwode the two water I corn mills 

~lanor Garth , 
- I 6 3 19 

Robert Exi1bie the common Bakehouse and whine for th 
I-______ , __ ---!.--!-I __ I _ 1 LL L J LL I _ 1 __ 

95 . 

C [ D . Q) BOONS 
. .!asture TOTAL P4 I 
• CD LAND fa ~H I 

eadow ~ ~ & ~ ; AREA ! :S § ~! I § 
. co en RENT ~ 0 rl • .-/ 0 I 

TOTAL 
PAYMENTS 

MADE 
' 0 Q) A+B+C+D :g III rl en III 

: - ~-i~- ll -~ 4f, 4;- ~-&'--- ~- ;-~'tl: ;1;: ;/1 _ -:- ~ 1~ -~; -I 
7 - 10 I (2ac. r . 8p .) 45 - 35 11 - I - . - _ 11 '2' I 
7 - 30 i 6 , 28 2 31 1 10 8 - 1/3 16t 1 12 511 I 
7 - 20 I 6 41 3 16 1 17 5 I - 1/3 6~ 1 1 1j 82 I 
6 1 36 ' 6 I 28 3 21 1 6 - ! - 1/3 5; 1 
4 - 16 4 17 2 39 1 4 I - I 1 4 I 
3 - 5 I t 2 113 - 25 - 16 6tl 32V , 56 17 3 1 

1 1 5 ; 10 - 30 - 10 1- I t 10 8* 
3 3 5 : 2 I 9 3 32 - 12 - - 1 - 12 1~ 

, - 2 2 f 10 - 6 - 9 - I I 5 3t l 9 8t 
1 1 4 l It I 6 1 34 - 8 3 I - I 2 8 5 
5 I 5 3 10 - 13 - j - I 13 
1 4 1 14 - 8 6 8 6 

2 

1 

2 

I 2 1 24 - 4 6 2 3, - 4 11 
I 1 - 35 - 3 4 2 3 3 9 
I - 3 32 - 2 6 2 3 2 11 
I - 2 30 - 1 8 2 3 2 1 
I 3 20 ' 3 2 3 3 5 

2 24 t 

- 2 32 - 3 - 2 3 3 5 
2 3 24 · 
4 - 24 - 7 6 : 2 
2 1 30 6 - I 3 -

13- - 3 - I 2 
2 - 30 - 7 

i - 2 32 3: I - " 
,I 2 25 - 2 - I -

(Oac.Or.5p.) - - 21 2 2 I -

- 2 

I, I - - 1~ §: I ~ 
- 20 - 2 2 

I I - - 34 - 2 1 2 
- 20 - 1 6 2 

2 24 la close 3 1 8 ' - 7 7 2 
- 1 - 342 

2 - 3 4 
I - 32 - 3 -

/
1 2 25 - 2 

- 20 - 1 
385 

- 1 - 6 8 
- 1 1 

I - 1 - 4 -
a lane - 20 P. ' - 20 3 
21 1 gai t , inCarrs 7 1 - 6 4- I 

1 j I - 1 - I 6 13 
me L_,,-! ___ --'"'_ 1 _1_ 4_.' 

3 

3 -
3 
3 
3 
3 

I: 

- ,-

95 . 

7 11 
6 
3 5 
7 5 
3 5 
2 5 
2 4 
3 5 
3 2 
2 5 
2 6 
1 11 
8 
3 9 
3 4 
3 5 
2 

- 1 
- 5 

6 8 
1 
4 

3 
6 

6 13 4 
114 

Table 8. 



conc1ua1Gn .aicb can be drawn is that it waa treehold and 

leaaehold w_i~h .ere aaauadng greater proportions in the 

1& t teJ'.halt G~, the 16th oen tvy, 8inoe by tha t time the 

OWDera aeem to have lost 'all but a financial interest in 

the lorc1ship. 

Free renta remained practically stable between 1442 

and l6oa, though there was a rise of nearly 18s. -d. 

(£5 128. 2d. to £6 lOs. -d.) when the Crown acquired the 

property in 1537. By 1579 the total had dropped once 

aore to £; l8s.l0d. plus the rent. ot assize, which in 

taia ease were 3 lbs. ot c~n, 1 lb. of pepper and a 

pair ot gilt spurs. 

fa. tirat mention of leaseholders, as SUch, appeared 

1n 'Uke acoOUllt tor 1608, but .. y have no special 

aigniticanoe, sinoe the accounts are kept in ditterent 

'-T8,aad 4itterent itema are amalgamated in one account 

w~eh were returned .eparately in others. Such vagaries 

.k~ de4uctiona difficul t and unreliable. 

It would appear that the receipts trom cottagers, 

orotters. tenants in bondage and tenanta at will, returned 

.epaNtely trom 1442 to 1480, remained more or less 

uao~.d at £16 05 •• 64. until 1542. The next detailed 

.oco~tj ,- in 1579 - listed only the tenants at will, but 

~h.1r ,.,.~ta ahowed a alight increase - to £19 8s. 8id. 
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An unsatistactory point is that this account makes no 

entry regarding the leaseholders, whose leases should just 

have ~allen in, unless they were renewed, the total receipt. 

~ro. which had been £33 8s. 2id. in 1555/6. 

At the same time the receipts ~rom the letting o~ the 

demeane reappeared at ten times their figure when last 

included in 1480, and far in advance of the receipts from 

the tenants at will - as they continued to be for the rest 

o~ the period. The contrast is so well marked that it . 
aee.a worth while to extract the figures. The demesne -

particularly the Haggs and parts of the Park - seem to 

hav~ been in deman~ by leaseholders, some of whom were 

~rom outsi_e the lordship - if the untamiliarity of their 

names is to be taken as a guide. 

In lieu o~ performing customary tasks the tenants 

paid boonsilver throughout the period. The tirst account -

ot 1442 - lists a total of 3s. 2d. for 19 corn-leading 

tasks due ~rom the tenants o~ Follifoot, l7s.10d. for 

95i barTesting tasks, ot which 22 were due from Spotforth 
, 

tenants at 2d. each, lli ~rom the men ot Spof~orth rectory 

at 4d. each (because twice per year), 19 ~rom Kirkby 

OVerblow at 2d. each, and 43 ~rom Fo11ifoot and Aketon at 

2d. each. Additionally 4d. was paid ~or ~our harvesting 

taaka 4ue~rom certain tenants in Fo11itoot and Aketon 

who occupied piec •• ot waste, and 8d. from the eight bovates 

in the tenure of the Rector of Spofforth. 
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8petrorth - Rece1»ta traa Demeane Letting contrasted with other sources 

Souro. l442 - 1542 1579 1608 1618 1622 1633 

£ 8. d. £ a. d. £ a. d. £ a. d. £. s. d. £ s. 

Rente of all but 
Free Tenants 16 5 6 19 8 8i 29 11 4i 93 18 7 94 16 11 94 3 

Demeane Letting 2 8 - 30 2 8 37 - 10 157 13 41 424 7 4i 428 13 

, 
I 

d. 

6 

8 ) 

1650 

£ s. 

522 10 

I» 
0' ..... 
(I 

!2C o 
• 

• 

d. 

4 



This practice continued. In 1577 the survey reco~ded 

a total ot 35s.11i-d. tor "Addle thorpe Boones", "Boone S11ver'l 

and "Hall Hey Silver". The 28 tenants ot Spotforth in the 

11st paid sums vary1ng between 38. -ide and 2d. per year. 

The Follitoot men still paid 3s. 2d. tor their 19 corn

leading tasks, the Kirkby payment was unchanged, whilst 

Follitoot and Aketon were now charged with 46 carrying 

tasks at 2d. each. Of the six tenants ot the Rectory, 

tour paid Is. 6d. - i.e. 4t tasks at 4d. each - wh11st the 

other two paid nothing. l 

The s1 tuation os well-nigh unchanged in 1608, when 

the boons11ver was reckoned at £1 l6s. -ide Atter that 

date no detailed accounts have been found to indicate 

whether the payments were continued. 

!he number of harvesting tasks may perhaps be taken 

as shewing the large proportion ot villein tenements in 

Spottorth lordShip throughout the period. Manorial custom 

would therefore be a matter ot especial moment in a 

communit7 With so many customary tenants; although no 

'custumal' ot the manor has been found, it is possible to 

make certain deductions as to a number ot the customs, the 

evidence bearing on the matter being found in the Court 

Rolla, the later Court Rolls ot the Rectorial Manor and 

1 See table ot tenant holdings 1577 p. 
In the caee o~ tenants ot the rectorial manor, boons or 
their monetary equivalent were still legally payable 
to the Rector until the extinction of copyhold tenure, 
e~fective in 1933. 



e~peclally a plea in ,the Curla Regis Tolls of 1242. The 

last-named reads as follows:-

tiThe Jury by the consent ot those concerned came to 

enquire through William de P1umpton (and 14 others) whether 

the tenants ot the Church of Spottorth, in the time of 

Peter de Ros and Nigel de Luvetot were each wont to find 

one man for the chace of William de Percy and his ancestors; 

and for the making of his deer enclosure in his wood; 

and to carry the hay ot the said William and his ancestors 

for one day and his corn for one day; and to harrow his 

land once at Lent; and to give pannage tor their swine as 

if they were his own men. And whether each ot them should 

g~ve one bushel ot nuts worth two pence, when they did not 

sath.r them in his wood. And whether they were accustomed 

to •• ave their cloth by his weavers, and bake their bread 

at the bakehouse ot the said William and his ancestors; 

and if they have baked elsewhere whether they should 

l'.\.fJJ:erthe1e.8 pay the baking tee. And whether the said 

Peter and Nigel, parsons of Spottorth and their tenants 

were accu.tomed to have haybote and husebote and reasonable 

•• tover tor t'uel, tenc1ng and building in the wood of 

t_e atoresa1d William and his ancestors without payment, 

but by view ot the torester; and to take dry wood in the 

•••• wood w1thout view ot the torester; and whether the 

atoresaid tenant. at the church ought each of them to 
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reap William's corn in Autumn tor two days by one man fed 

at William's expense. And whether each ot the same tenants 

who has a yoked plough ought to plough for William for 

one day at winter sowing and for another day at spring 

sowing, fed at William's expense; and whether they should 

do suit at William's mill, and whether they should house 

his guests and their horses whether they wish to or not. 

And they say on oath that the atoresaid tenants ought 

not to come to the deer enclosure nor ought each to find 

a man tor this purpose nor to carry the hay nor the corn 

of William aforesaid, nor to harrow his land according 

to any custom whatsoever, unless they wish to do so ot 

their own accord. And that none owes pannage tor his 

s.ine in the aforesaid wood of Spofford, but that the 

Parson and his tenants ought to have their swine in the 

same woods free from the payment by them of any pannage. 

And if the atoresaid tenants gather nuts in William's 

wood, then he shall bave trom the house ot each ot them 

a bushel of nuts, but it they gather no nuts there, they 

.111 paT nothing. And that they ought not to bake their 

bread at William's bakehouse unless they so wish, and 

it they have their bread baked elsewhere they will pay 

hi. nothing in baking fees. They say also that the 

a~ore.a1d Peter and Nigel, parsons ot Spofford and all 
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the tenants ot the same church have alwa7s had husebote 

aad haybote and reasonable estover tor tuel, tencing and 

building, 1n W111iam's wood by view ot his toresters and 

without charge; and whatever the parson and h1s tenants 

had there they ought to have the same there now; and that 

the,. bave the right to take dry wood throughout William's 

wood w1thout view ot the tore8ter. They say also that 

each of ~e tenants of the atoresaid Church ought to reap 

W1111aa'. corn tor two daY8 in Autumn by one man fed 

once per day by W111iam, and ~hat each tenant who has a 

7oke4 plough aball plough tor him tor one day at winter 

sow1ng and.tor another day at spring sowing and be fed 

once per cia,. by William. And as regards the doing ot 

Bu1t at the .11111, they 8ay that as long a8 William's mill 

can grind ~.y will grind their corn there, but it it 

cannot, then the, will grind the1r corn wherever they 

.iab, w1tbGut 1nterterence trom William or his heirs. 

ftq .. s.,.. also that in the time of Peter and Nigel, the 

teDants of the church used to enterta1n the guests ot 

Wi11i ... n4 his ancestors, along w1th the1r horses, in 

.. tUPon tor .• consideration which they received trom the 

gueata. But they say decidedly that none of them is bound 

to.GUSe them nor provide bedd1ng for them unles8 he 

wi.h .. to 40 Bo __ l 

~t· seems probable theretore that whilst all the duties 

1 Cur1a Regis Rolls No.123 m.l. 26 Hen.III. 
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to which the tenant. ot the rector1al manor agreed were 

leviable upon the lay tenants, thoae which the parson'a 

men rejected were nevertheless due trom the others. 

In the 18th century court 1'0111, the rector1al tenants 

placed on record that "it any copyholder w1thin th1s 

.. nor doe pas. or grant his copyhold lande holden at this 

Manor by Deed or other Instrument and not by surrender, 

commit relony, or reruse to do service at the Court; 

deny to pa7 his rent or his boon days due to the lord of 

this Manor, surter his Housing to decay, lease his Copyhold 

land. tor longer than three years without Courting, or 

telling timber therupon grow1ng, except Hedgeboot, Houseboot 

and Ploughboot or any ot them, it 1s a cause ot forfe1ture 

of h1s Copyhold estate by the Customs ot this Manor."l 

To these custou may be added the dut1es of "dr1v1ng 

the Lord's dr1ft" 1.e. the check1ng of all cattle 1n the 

Park, Haus and co_on (1600), the riding ot the bounds 

ot the .. nor (1615) and the repa1r of roadl (1618), all 

ot wh10h are reported as "customary tasks t
• J failure to 

41acbarge which 1s presented 1n the court rolls of the 

taT -.nor in the years 1nd1cated. 

ID the laat quarter ot the 15th century there came 

.. rked aotivil1 in the leasing of land. Twenty-three 

a4Jl188ieaa w.re reoorded cover1ng the period 1473 - 1490. 

1 MS.Court Rolle ot the Manor ot the Rectory ot Spoftorth. 
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The absence of earlier court rolls makes it impo8sible to 

say whether the activity referred to was a new factor or 

a continuation ot a tendency of 80me duration, but the latte! 

would seem to be probable, ae only two such admissions 

are recorded in the years between 1490 and 1555, though it 

must be admitted that the rolls for 1520 to 1560 are not 

to be ~ound. 

Robert Southwell reported in 1537 that the Earl had 

"gressumed" his tenants shortly before his death, and 

given them leases for 21 years. l The Marian list of 1556 

would thus represent the regrant on the expiry of the 

earlier set of about 1534/5. Judging by the admissions of 

1473 - 1490, the process ot leasing for a term of years 

was not then in vogue. Of the 23 cases mentioned above, 

19 were simply adadssions of customary tenants who agreed 

to hold their tenements according to the custom of the 

manor; three more in 1480 were adDdtted as tenants for 

life;2 the tenant who leased the fulling m1ll did so tor 

one Tear only;3 and Richard Mylner leased the water mill -

already in his tenure - for a further three years.4 

Whereas responsibility tor mainta1ning the property in 

good repair rested with the lessee under usual circumstances, 

the· cottages were let without admission tines, where the 

tenant agreed to do 1nitial repairs. A typical illus

trativB entry reada:- "Robertus Folyfait venit in curiam 

1 L.&P. F. & D. ·Vol.XII pt.II No.548. 
2 Pet.MS.MCR.D.2.8. 19 Ed.IV. 
3 Pet.MS. D.2.8. 19 Oct.19 Ed.IV. 
4 ibid. 12 Ed.IV. 
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et cepit de domino unum cotagium cum pertinentlis prius 

in tenUl'a Iohann1s Hunton tenendum et habendum dictum 

cotagium a testo Sancti Martini in Yeme ultimo praeterito 

secundum cODsuetudinem manerii Reddendum inde domino 

annuatim tirmam consuetam ad duos annuales terminos 

ibidem usuales per aequales porclones ac omnia alia 

s1ngula 1nde do~no debita Et dictus Robertus taciet 

murum luteum circum dictum cotagium at de novo faclet 

unam came ram ad tinem australem eiusdem cotagii et 

similiter taciet tecto tegeri(sic) idem cotagium ad suss 

proprias custas et expensa neve ingressum suum Et tecit 

tidelitatem domino et admissus est inde tenens. Plegii 

Johannes Newton et Gregorius Broune."l 

Admission tines were occasionally the equivalent ot 

the annual rent but varied in both directions. A rental 

ot aI- required a tine ot 3/4 in 1474; yet a 4/- rental 

was coupled with a tine ot 1/8 in 1480. 

Bach ot tour tenants admitted in 1481, besides 

guaranteeing the maintenance of his holding undertook 

"venire in propria persona cum uno equo et uno Jakke et 

uno Salett ad intendentlam de domino toclens quociens 

vocar.l contlsit super debita praemonicione sub pena 

tor.$..tleiendi dictall tenuram". He also paid an ingress 

:tiae.2 

1 Pet.MS.MeR.Easter 12 Ed.IV. 
2 Pet.MCR.20.0ct.20 Ed.IV. 
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Such admissions of the period 1473-1480 indicate eome 

active competition among the tenants. Robert Fo11itoot 

whose 1473 admission was quoted above, leased the common 

bakehouse in 1490, undertaking to repair it and build 

a smaller oven to supplement the existing one. 1 When he 

died in 1517, his son Thomas was admitted to his father'a 

late tenement, but Robert Parker took over the bakehouse. 2 

Two tenants, William Pety and James Helme exchanged 

hold1ngs.3 Richard Lethome, admitted as tenant of a 

cottage in 1418, took over another messuage in 1490.4 

1 Pet.MS.MCR. April 5 Hen.VII. 
2 Pet.MS.KCR.May 8 Hen.VII. 
3 Pet.MS.KCR.Oct.20 Ed.IV. 
4 Pet.MS.MCR.Apri1 5 Hen.VII. 
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SPOFFORTH 

Section 7. 

Land Speculation and the Growth o~ Grazing 
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By the mid 15th century it i8 clear that local rarmers 

were active in renting demesne land. 

In 1442 Richard Galwey held 3 bovates and 3 acrel ot 

land in the UNorthall", a parcel of meadow in Well Ing 

in the Seaves, and a parcel of aeadow in Greetham Hill 

ror 28/4 per year. l William Galway shared with Henry Coke 

8ix acres of meadow in Hopkin Ing by a lease tor life, 

though from 1438 he was the sole lessee. With Robert 

Bickerton he shared the herbage ot a close in Dunstall 

Hagg for 2/_.2 William also leased the dovecote at Linton 

for 1/- per year and is described as "bercarius".3 Thomas 

Galway held a cottage tor 3/- per year and his son a 

tenement and six acres for 9/2 per year. The tormer 

a180 held a close called Eller Carr near the Vivary for 

2/6 per year.4 Whilst this Linton family was not 

remarkable ror especially wide lands or heavy annual sums 

&8 rents, it seems to have been unusually active in 

a8suming extra commitments in the way ot demesne land 

lea8es. 

Perhaps the moat impreslive example of a family's 

rap1d ri.e to affluence is furnished by the Pavers. Though 

they ,are not mentioned before 1442, and although lack of 

1 Pet.KS.D.9~2~1442. 
2 Pet.MS.D.9.6. 1454 referring to 1438. 
3 Pet.MS.D.9.6.1454. 
4 Pet.MB.D.9.2.1442. 
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continuity in the manuscript sources impedes accurate 

deduction, the tami1y seems well rooted in Spottorth in 

1473 - a humble branch headed by Robert who, a labourer 

employed in felling oaks and making or repairing tences 

tor the Park,l yet played his part in communal lite by 

serving on the Spottorth jury and acting as an atfeeror 

in 1474.2 His wite sold ale and was amerced for breaking 

the a.size. By 1489 Robert was fined in court for allowing 

his house to tall into disrepair, and although amerced for 

selling meat at excessive price, yet served as Constable 

ot Spottorth in the aame year. 3 In 1500 - the last time 

his name appears - he was accused ot harbouring vagrants.4 

These meagre details turnish the outlines ot the uneventtul 

fortunes ot the average cottager tamily. 

Perhaps Richard and John Paver were Robert's brother 

and eon respectively. Richard was also a butcher and 

suttered the familiar amercements in 1509. Twenty years 

earlier, when fined 1/10 tor assault, Richard had no goods 

by which could be distrained to pay the money fine. John 

was employed in repairs to the Park pale and the fence 

round the Haggs - his Ittather'stt occupation to which he 

had apparently succeeded. 

The second branch ot the family was ot greater 

re.pectability. Henry Paver held a garth for an annual 

1 Pet.KS.D.9.2.1442. 
2 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9~7~1473/4. 
3 Pet.¥S.MCR.Oct.5.Hen.VII. 
4 Pet.MS.MCR.March 15 Hen.VII. 
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payment of 3/-, and acted as pledge for an incoming tenant 

in 1473, was a juryman and also one of the overseers of 

bread and ale in the same year. Between 1474 and 1481 he 

was overseer of houses, juryman and an atfeeror. In 1474 

he acted as guarantor tor William, the head of the third 

and most prosperous branch of the Pavers, when William 

leased from the Earl of Northumberland the Manor of 

Addlethorpe for life for £4 per year. This William was 

Parker of Spofforth from 1472-80 at an annual fee of 

£3 -Sa 8d.,1 but by 1480 was in a position to employ labour, 

since his servant, Henry Lynton, was presented for breaking 

the pinfold gate 1n that year. Though in arrears in 1499 

for his rent of Addlethorpe, in 1508 William shared the 

l~se with his son William, for the period of the life of 

the survivor at the old rent. 2 Presumably, but not 

certainly, this same branch was continued in the persons 

of Richard Paver and his son John. In 1533 Richard leased 

for thirtY' years at 10/- per year "the Barkehouse, the Barke 

lUll and Kil1nes u at Fountains Abbey.3 John was Reeve of 

Spofforth in 1542, and two years later, with his father, 

leased land in Wa1shtord from Sir Robert Tyrrwhytt. In 

1545 Richard purchased from Richard Richardson and his 

wife one third of the Manor of Braham and four messuages 

.i th lands in Bl'aham, Spo.ftorth, Over Dunstorth, Nether 

Dunsforth and Gratton, and one third share of ten messuagea 

~. Pe~.M8.MAC.D.9~7.l473/4. 
2 Pet.IIS.MAC.D.9.9. 
3 Surteea Soc. Vol.XLII p.309. 
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and eight cottages with lands in Barrowby, Kirkby OverbIow, 
" 

Linton, Col11ngham, Follitoot, Aketon, Braham and Spoftorth." 

Two years later, the father and son bought trom Christopher 

Kelk one third share in the manor ot Braham and a capital 

messuage, 16 cottages and 12 messuages in Braham, Barrowby, 

Spotforth, Kearby, Kirkby Overblow and Linton. l So when 

R1chard died in 1549, he left two branches ot his family 

by his two marriages - the elder represented by Bernard 

Paver of Micklethwaite Grange and Brampton near Borough

bridge, who apparently held the Dunstorth and Grafton 

lands - and the younger under John Paver to whom descended 

the Braham lands. 2 The latter, and another Richard who 

was possibly his younger brother, held p1eces ot land 

belonging to the late chantry ot the Blessed Virgin Mary 

in Spoftorth Church, also known as the Stoneloft. Richard 

held closes in Braham too, as he was presented for the 

decay ot his fences between these and Crag Hill Closes. 

John held the lease ot Horsehouse wood in 1574/6 at 10/-

per year, besides three messuages in Follitoot. 3 

When John died in 1579 his son William ·'aged 28 and 

more" according to the court roll entry, 4 had already 

entered the rield at speculation in land. Along with 

Sir William Fairfax, John Vavasour and others he leased 

1 YAS.Ree. Yorkshire Fines Vol.l. 
2 Sur tees Soc. XLII n.p.309. 
3 YAB.Rec. Yorks. Fines Vol.II 1576. 
4 Pet.MS.MCR.2l Eliz. 
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from Ingram. Clifford the manor ot Bickerton, and 60 

messuages., 40 cottage. and two wa term111s, the manors or 

Steeton, Idle, Nestield and Studley, 220 messuages, 100 

cottages, 4 waterm1lls and 6 mills with their appurtenant 

landa, together with the advowson ot Cowthorpe ChurCh. l 

After the death ot this William in 1601, his elder 

son William moved to York, whilst the younger son Richard 

ata7ed at Braham, where he added to the lands which he 

had iDher1ted.2 By 1620 he was distinguished by the 

8pecial t1 tIe ot "Gent. tI, 1n the Fine Roll en try. Again, 

the licence of "Richard Paver, Gent.", was c1 ted by two . 
offe~der.who were presented tor having bu1lt their cottages 

in Aketon without the requisite tour acres ot land attached 

to theaa. 3 

Richard also held land in tree socage trom James I -

lands which were all "late the Prior ot Newburgh" - as ot 

the Manor ot East Greenwich. These lands were in Follitoot, 

Aieton and Pannal, their rents totalling £7 5s. 2d. The 

consideration paid tor the lease amounted to £140 3s. 44.4 

In 1615 and 1617 certain Follitoot and Braham lands 

were 801d,5 and Richard Paver died probably about 1622. 

1 Yorks. Fines 1572. 
2 Yorks. Fines 1602. 
3 Pet.MS.Oourt Book Nov.1620. 
4 Bur tees Soc.Vo1.XLII p.309.n. 
5 YAS.Rec.Yorks.F1nes II 1615 and 1617. 
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.0 rurther i~ormation is afforded by the documents 

consulted, but this br1e~ account shows the possibilities 

which 1n the late 16th century were open to the ambitious 

and fortunate speculative investor with capital to spare. 

Another local family exemplifying a less extreme 

measure o~ good tortune ... that ot Bickerton. 

John Bickerton ... deputy bailift tor Sporrorth in 

1441. when be held a messuage and 2 bovstes of land tor 

20/- per year, and another 4 bOTatea tor 30/- per year. He 

ala. lea •• 4 the herbage or a close within the manorhouse 

precincts tor a further 4.1_.1 The ability to pay such a 

rental or £2 148. -d. prove. tha t John DS a man of 80me 

Bubstance, though bis financ1al liabil1ty waa lessened by 

the 10r4's grant to hi. ot £2 per year tor lite trom the 

:taN. ot Woo4ha11, and pasture rights tor four cattle in 

Spot'forth Park. 

A second branch, beaded by Richard B1ckerton, shared 

the 1 .... ot Eller Carr, between the park pale and the 

'riftr,. - t'1rat With ODe of the Galays, later held 1 t alone, 

and tinally deadaed it to his son John about 1473, though 

the rent ~then1ncreased trom 1/8 to 3/4 during the proces8. 2 

This last-named John was also reeve and rent collector 

tor '8pofforth 1n 1524. La tel' _mbers or tbe fall11y whoae 

OODa.ottO" w1thtbe ot~er B1ckertons cannot be traced, 

1 Pet.J8.MAe.D.9~2. 
2 P.t~.MAC.D.'.2. 
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figured aa cottagers in 1517, though a Thomas Bickerton 

was returned as a treeholder in 1577, and Gregory leased 

the late "chauntl'"ie house called Stonlofte" and certain 

lands which had brought in 10/- per year. These were 

described aa "late John Paver", trom whom presumably they 

were taken over shortly before Paver's death. l 

Two ot the Bickertons had held public office in the 

townShip. Whether this t"act was cause or effect is doubtt"ul, 

but the ~.qU.DCY with which demesne lands were leased to 

local officials is •• 11~rked. 

The fellowing is a typical but not exhaustive list. 

Thoma. Pinchbeck, bailiff and forester of the outwoods, 

was granted the lease of the herbage ot the Vivary Carr 

toP lite in 1440 tor 18/- per year, though by 1453 it was 

calculated that the true rent should have been £2. 2 In 

tbat same year he tarmed the herbage of the Park tor £6 13.4., 

K111 Ins tor 10/-, Horse Close tor 33/4, whilst in 1445 he 

had take. a ten-year lease of the Manor ot Addlethorpe 

tor £4 68. 8d. immediately prior to its lease to the 

Pavers. 3 

Richard Saxton, bailiff in 1453, had a rent liability 

ot £3 18.-cl. tor the herbage ot the close in the Manor 

precincts, the _nor grange, Vi vary Close, nine acres ot 

_.40w 1n1 nckle HallIng, and in MillIng. 4 
".ff _ 

1. Pet.JIS.lS17 S~ve7. 
2 Pet.JIS.J(M'.D.9.2. 
3 Pe*.MB.IAC.D.9.7. 
4 In 1504 the lord bought the saxton lands in Linton for 

58/8 - a possible proof that the Saxtons were affluent, 
if they could thus attord to dispose ot part ot their 
hold1ng. 114 • 
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Robert Forster, the Lord's Receiver in 1453, held tree 

of charge a tenement opposite the church, worth 6/- per 

year, the herbage of Horse House Ing, Mill Ing and the 

Park on a twenty-year lease which had started in 1448. To 

offset these rentals, which totalled £9 2s. 8d., Forster 

received a fee of £3 68. 8d. to be taken from the farm 

of the herbage and pasturage of Addlethorpe. l 

It would thus seem that the Percies were making 

Spofforth a. near self-supporting a8 possible. The frequent 

leaSing of Addlethorpe to an offiCial for a rent out of 

which the fees of other officials were to be taken was a 

moat satisfactory device. 

The tenement opposite the church seems to have been 

a pe~qu1site of office. First described as in the tenancy 

ot Robert Rutte who was the lord's collector ot rents in 

1440, it became - as just mentioned - the property of 

Robert Forster, receiver in 1453. In 1524 it was held by 

John Woodburne, the Bailiff, and is then referred to as 

b.l~1ng earlier' to Rutte and two Forsters. 2 In 1542 it 

was 1~ tbe tenure ot William Woodburne who was collector 

tor bothSpoftorth and Linton, until at least 1574.3, 

'!'he century 1450 - 1550 has thus been shown to be a 

per1.od when land ... a changing handa on a leasehold basis 

with much .... a~d frequency. Money waa more plentiful, 
j 

~ ".,M_.140.».9;7. 
2 Pet.JlS.BC.D.9.14. -
3 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.19 16 E1iz. 



and therefore - one would assume - profits greater. With 

the second half of the 16th century the process is even 

more clearly marked, though with a d1fferent class of 

speculator. 

As early as 1535 Sir Thomas Johnson had bought from 

the Barl of Northumberland the manor of Arras on Wold and 

six messuages there and in Walton Head 1n Spofforth. Four 

years later he bought two messuages with land in Linton and 

Whitwell from Thomas Saxton. l At just this period the King 

gained the custody or the bulk of the Earl's Yorkshire 

estates. The bailiff's account for 1543 stated that Walton 

Head was worth £16 l3s. 4d. per year, but that it was 

granted in perpetuity to Sir Thomas Johnson and his heirs. 2 

At the same time, Sir Thomas is stated to have been granted 

by royal 1ndenture an eighty-year lease of the herbage and 

pannage of the Park tor £10 per year, and that ot Topclitte 

Little Park for £5 6a. 8d. When Sir Thomas should d1e,3 

h1~ son Henry was to hold the same lands for the remainder 

ot the term but for £20 per year.4 The manor of Leathley 

was granted 1n 1551 to this same Henry Johnson "in socage, 

by the rent ot a red rose". About the same time he was 

appointed ~owbearer, keeper and pallister ot Spottorth 

1 Pet.KS.D.9.17.33 Hen.VIII 
2 Pet.MS.MAC.D.9.17. 33 Hen.VIII 
3 Fine Roll 5 Ed.VI and CPR. 1 Dec. 1551. 
4" Pet.M8.D.9.17 as above. 
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1 Park, an indenture agreement being made on the office, 

between Johnson and John Middleton of Stockeld. 2 

In 1550 two obvious property speculators, Silvester 

Leigh of Pontef"ract and Leonard Bate of Lupsett, bought 

for £1,392 caretully specified pieces ot property in 

Spotforth, aome ot which had been chantry land. 3 

Some idea ot how far this extensive leasing of 

property was carried by the Orown is to be gained from the 

table ot leases overleaf. 

Tbe impression of the 16th century received from the 

80lU'eea consulted 1s one ot activity and enterprise - not 

always entirely laudable in character. The parker John 
. -

Lewyns, lessee of demesne land, was charged wi th having 

made an illegal close near his lodge, and misusing Thackwith 

Hagg in 1517. Other manorial officials in 1562 - including 

Henry Johnson, the king's nominee as parker - illegally 

pastured cattle in the Haggs, presumably beyond his stint. 

The deputy baIlIff was assaulted as a sequel to this 

otfe.ace. The park pale was reported as being constantly 

broken down and carted off for firewood, whilst the 
. 

unlioenaed .. fttt1ng ot wood followed as a natural consequence. 

In 1566 many tenants were fined tor encroachments on the 

lord' ... ate. Poaching offences by an eX-bailiff were 

1 Cal.Pine Rolls 5 Ed. VI. 
2 y.S.~. Kd.59.21/17. 
3 CPlt.4 lCd.VI m.12 4: 13. 
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118. 
Sporrorth Leases 1555L6 
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reporte4, tor which he was smartly f1ned. The new cottages 

bu11t 1n 1578 on R1bston moor failed to comply with legal 

requirements as to the amount of land attached to them and 

fines of almost impOssible proportions were imposed on 

those responsible. Defaults of suit of court were more 

than ever not1ceable in 1586. The Rector figured 

repeatedly amongst those presented for surcharging the 

common. He seems to have been prominent amongst those 

Who round profitable speculation in pastoral and agricultural 

undertakings. .' 

C1ea·r11' the old system was showing unmistakeable signs 

ot'disrupt1on. A~ttedl1 in 1520 the cornf1eld was still 

being worked as a Unit, since all tenants were ordered to 

complete their fences round it by Easter. Yet, at almost 

the same date, the process ot enclosure had commenced, 

.s iIlentioned above. 

Though the cODBllon bakehouse had been let in 1517, a 

tenant ' .. 8 presented 1n 1565 for removing stones trom it. 

In 1S74 it was reported as being in ruin. and valueless. 

By 1599 the presentments for the keeping of inmates 

'or "undersett1e." had grown out ot all proportion, and 

speCial pairis were laid against the practice. In the same 

year_DJ' pr.sentments followed tor the failure ot tenants 

to cQJae ·'to the ___ on dayworks. In 1542 several tenement. 

, •• n ~.,Port.d as belng in ruins - a story which was repeated 
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in 1574, when the decrease in cottage rents amounted to 

14/2. Inspection or the variations in the totals of 

perquisites of court throughout the period shows a general 

tendency to rise, though the court rolls disclose only 

minor increases in the size of fines for the most frequently 

recurring offences. It would appear that the courts baron 

were the most actively funct10ning re11c of the old system. 

Thus tar the general inference is one ot comparative 

prosperity. In 1560 John Mymyng gave his own surety ot 

£10 and found two pledges of £5 each to guarantee his good 

conduct as keeper of an alehouse. He promised to prohibit 

the playing of illegal games, to sell ale legally and to 

maintain two beds, stabling and rodder for horses, besides 

setting up a signboard over his door. l 

In 1565 John Wright died in possession ot the capital 

messuage or Linton Hall, a messuage and 80 acres ot arable, 

meadow and pasture worth £4 per year. In the same year 

Blena Wright, perhaps John's widow, died seized ot two 

messuages and appurtenances to the same value. The estate 

ot John's grandson, John Smith was later appraised in 1567, 

when it W8S described as seven tenements and cottages with 

lands in Linton, Follitoot and Follitoot Moor.ide worth 

£6 13 •• 44. per year. 

As a last example ot the comfortable financial pOSition 

ot tenants may be quoted William Rowley who died in 1581. 

1 Pet.MS.MOR. Oct.2 Eliz. 
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As a f~ee tenant he held a messuage, grana~y, dovehouse, a 

tort and c~oft and 6i boyates of land and meadow in Linton 

worth 33/4 pe~ yea~. This property was held by military 

8e~vice, an annual payment of 1/8 and i lb. ot pepper - an 

excellent example ot the inadequacy ot rents ot assize as 

well as or the fortunate position ot the freeholder at 

this period or rising land values. 

These signs ot general prosperity must have been as 

evident to 16th century contemporaries as they are to the 

20th century observer. The ~esult was a tendency tor 

rentals to show an upward trend. Whereas in 1480 the 

unfree tenants had paid a total of £16 5s. 6d. in rent, 

in 1577 they paid £27 7s. 4id. - a rise ot 68.5%. 

Unfortunately atter 1480 the earlie~ type of Collector's 

account, which showed New Rents as a separate item, was 

discontinued. The later accounts do however include 

decreas8s"ot rent, which, after lSi7 became inSignificant -

in no'~a88 'exceed1ng 15/6 in the year. It appears there

f~;~ that existing tenants were called upon to pay larger 

aume - rents of a more competitive type - though there is 

no conclusive proof ot this in the manuscripts examined. 

Certainly the 1ett1ng ot demesne land was a much more 

productive 80urce of income - the receipt8 rising trom 

£2 88. -d. (1480) to £30 2s. 8d~ (1578). 
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These racts indicate a tightening-up of vigilance in 

the conduct ot the estate. Officials must have busied 

themselves in the more careful surveying of the demesne 

lands. The last quarter of the 16th century showed the 

detailed specification of debatable lands on the borders 

of Linton (1578), the reporting of the construction of 

111ega1 buildings on the lord's waste on Ribston moor (1578), , 

unlawtul intakes on the borders of Kirkby Overblow (1592). 

To these marks of off1cia1 act1vity the commun1ty reacted. 

Hunting offences in the Park became more trequent (1586) -

perhaps a sign of lawlessness, but more probably one 

indicating want on the part of some of the poorer tenants. 
I 
i 

Theae poaching otfences appear to have been general on the 

northern estates during the Earl's rustication to Petworth. 

In 1591 certain receivers of stolen goods were ordered 

1 

I 
f 
'[ to leave the lordship within a fortnight - another sign I , 
:1 

tha t there was a proporti on of needy villagers. The manor ,I 
.j' 
ii 

was troubled by its inevitable immigrants, and nine villagers 'f 

were presented tor giving them lodging. Special byelaws of 

1599 prohibited this practice on paid of 10/- t1ne - the 

r .. ~on being les8 hostility to strangers than a fear ot 

the up,etting of the town's econom,y by parasites in a 

community where land was art1ficially in short supply, and 

where rents were ever on the increase. The resultant 

i~lux ot seud-ski1led labour would have interfered 

considerably with the activities of some of the local 
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cotters .ho must haYe depended largely by this time on 

eaplo)'Mnt on others' holding.. 1'he truth ot this i8 shown 

bY' a .Tel •• passed betore the problem was really acute, 

.hereb,. all II1granta saTe "men of good character" were to 

be sent on their way. "Good character" was detined as 

"slt111ed cra:ftuaen or workmen". 

The proce8s ot enclosure was also under way. The first 

mention or a close - in the sense of an enclosure in the 

teaanCT o~ • villager - had been reported in 1598, some 

six year •• ~ter the report of intakes in the common fields 

of. Kirkby OY.rolo •• 1 From this time :forward, mention ot 

cl .... MCOIle.increasingly frequent in Spo:f:forth, Kirkby 

OYerDlo., Rib.ton, Btockeld and Sicklinghall. 

In Spoftorth the order of occurrence 1n which closes 

are aentioned 1s significant. The earltest .ere aade on 

~he .~riDl •• o~ or inside the common :fields - the South 

F1e14 being the first to be affected, perhaps since much 

ot tb1 ... s, and is, inclined to be wet, heavY land. 

R1ehard Ing and Hopkin lng, only divided trom one another 

bY' the road Iealing to Wetherby, were amongst the :first 

are.. in 1603. Next appears in 1604 a close in tbe East 

.1e14, on the outer tringe of the manor in the area known 

aa Sw1nthorDes. Bl 1606 part of the Bond lng, one ot the 

1 Pet.¥8.MCR.March 21 Eliz. 
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main aections of demesne meadow in earlier times, had been 

enclosed, whilst both in that year and again in 1610 the 

Course, the original nucleus of the Park was affected. As 

the 1611 Estate Plan shows clearly, the majority of the Old 

Park between A4dlethorpe and Dunstall Hagg had been 

allotted to ~he different types of tenants - the freeholders, 

cottagera; husbandmen, and gressemen - by 1611. 

The Park who.e herbage had been leased to various 

1...... for differing terms since 1441 affords a remarkable 

illustration both ot decreased money values and increased 

rentala demanded - assuming that the acreage concerned 

reaalned oonstant. This topic bas already been treated 

in aore detail. 

Soae ot theencloaed lands were c.rtainly used tor 

pasture purposea, but not all nor all the time, Since 

oourt oas.s'mention corn.growing in a close in Dunstall 

Haga in loll, and in 1617 a plaintiff alleged the 

4estruct1onot corn, hay and underwood in his close in the 

Paltk. " 

lI'rOJll'ihe Petworth IISS. there is no indication that the 

extenaion otland thus made available to the villagers 

wa. ~ither motiv.ated or accompanied by any unpleasantness. 

It 1s somewhat disconcerting therefore to find, under these 

oir ... tance. that Edmund Hall ot Humberaton' s survey gave 

an opinion which 1s so utterly lacking in corroboration 
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from the original sources consulted. At'ter reporting that 

at tadca a ter , Spot't'orth and Topcliffe practically all the 

lands are let except the Parks which have been redeemed, 

he 8&y8:- "The tenants of Spott'orth and Topcliffe are much 

dearer rented than those with us, and the groundes are not 

rruit~. They have great commons for the summer time for 

8toring cattle upon the moors. In Spofforth and Topclitfe 

there is much great timber, spoiled with snaithing, and the 

~der.oods destroyed ••• The country people have been 

Bore taken on what by their Lordes in taking great fines 

for their landes, the spoil lately made by the armies and 

compositions made by men for their lives not before the 

Quenea Coaa1s8ionera but others without Commission, so the 

people se.. to be in much obedience though they talk ot 

Bome of their countrymen somewhat at large for their hard 

... ling with them. Hl The same correspondent adds later:

"the 1.n4a are let for years to come for great fines and 

-0 tbat,...110 . ground in our country is dearer; if we value 

.ba~ was in their hands according to the rate of what they 

let. the .,..1118S would 80 exceed as no honest man may live 

ot the Jtent.,,2 

In the ca~e of Spottorth the lease and ingress fines 

referred to were presumably those ot 1555/6, where the fine 

1 GSP.(D) • .Add. p.288 Edmund Hall to Sir William Cecil. 
2 Op.cit. p.308. 
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was, in most cases, equal to three years' rent - not an 

excessive proportion in comparison with that in other areas -

and indeed quite moderate when compared with fines demanded 

for Crown leases under James I. In this case, Hall's 

remarks may be explained by a natural desire to represent 

the rebel Earls as local oppressors. If, on the other hand, 

the fines had been recently extracted from lessees on the 

declaration of the 7th Earl's forfeiture, Hall is 

generalising, since the custom of Cumberland did not obtain 

in. SpoUorth. 

,The history of this particular period is closely bound 

up with the misfortunes ot the Percy family. The 7th Earl 

was captured and executed at York in 1572, and in 1570 

Henry, created 8th Earl in 1576 had been indicted on a 

charge of complicity .in the 1569 rising in the North, and 

was s.ntenced to pay a tine of 5,000 marks. La tel' he was 

allowed to 1i ve at Petworth and even to visi t London, but 

.. e carefully preTented trom visiting his northern estates. 

Subsequently he was suspected ot partiCipation in the 

ThroBltorton Plot, was sent to the Tower and died there in 

J80ateu8piC'ious c1rcUlllstances in 1585. 

Bisson, the 9th Earl, extravagant and improvident at 

t1~8t, aa.s to realise .h1s responsibilities as a landowner, 

and caaplain8bltterly in 1593 of the maladministration ot 

hi. DOrth~rn estates and the confusion of their records. l 

1 ABP.II p.186 - letter to Fenwick, Chief Constable of 
Alnw1ck 24 Nov. 1593. 
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Between 1598 and 16'03 he did much to treat his estates in 

businesslike fashion - both in London and Yorkshire. In 

Spofforth a survey of waste lands was car~1ed out. the 

report running:- "the following lands are concealed and 

no rents are being paid to the Lord therro~; a parcell in 

Gawholme. in Sandwith Flatt. in Hall Ing, Home Nooke, 

Broad Dri~teld, the hilltop above MaryCross, in Fawcett 

Raynes, in Swynthorne Reynes. Mill Pasture 1s also part 

of the'lordes waste, but the townspeople are using it as 

part of their common and use a right of way to it to reach 

their paatUr~ lands in Crosper and the Lays • .,l 
:'! '. ' , : 

" All the lands thus specified were in the Crag or the 

East Fields. 

The care with which these enquiries were made had been 

necessary, as the northern estates were being treated with 

scant respect by the public. The 8th Earl had pleaded with 

tord Burghley to be allowed to revisit his estates in the 

nort~~ because:- "My parkes and chasys be contenua1ly huntyd 

ae well in the nyghte as in the daye allmost distroynge 

all the game I have, and yet not ao content yd. but beatte 

117: aerTawlte. and setting up the heades of the deare where 

they('have tYlled them in despite ot me and 1.fI9 off'1ssors".2 

The'acbul-acy of theae atatements is supported by court 

roll entrIes both tor Spofforth and Topcliffe. The Audi tor. 

1.Fet·~M8 ... ~.Oct.44' Eliz. 
2 ABP .. I~ p .• 151/8 quoting Harl.MSS. V.6993/5. 
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1l1'. Stockdale, in his report tor 1583 ,,~~rred to the 

deva.tated and depopulated condition at Northumberland and 

e.id that he waa able to find only two men in Prudhoe, 

Newburn and 8hilbottle able to eacort the 10rd'8 rent convoy 

to TO»Olitte.1 

The Earl's relations with his Sussex tenantry were 

not ot the best. Writing in 1592 to Sir John Pickering, 

Lo~d X.eper ot the Great Seal ot England, the Earl reters -
toa. petition trom his tenants tltor Retormacon of Injuries 

otfered by me", and allegea that "they have otteoones 

rene •• d theire 8ecrett and rioutious pulling doune in the 

nighte a.ason, 81' themaelves and accomplice8 my Pales and 

Illc108vea •••• they have over and besides in violent maner 

broken and entered thoae Conduit howsea and hedda appertey

ayng and by, .. re charge belongyng to my Howee, stopped and 

restra,n.4tihe'water for my necessarye use, aupposing the 

a ... } their.·' 1.,,48' Behavi or not to come to lighte, and. 

them.aelv •• by·~heire unwiae exclamacons to l"eceive Favol'.n2 

,Ill a •• cond letter two years later to the aame Lord 

Keeper, the Earl thanked him tor his mediation and stated 

hi. ~ead1Dess to "a~ree unto your order for the Comon and 

.he two yearea tyne(albeit I cold content lIITselt' with 

1 •••• ), , •• ,;tor tbat I wold not alter it to the Preiud1ce 
\ 

ot' ~ •• It'e & Sucoe.sorea I leaye it to your Consideracon. 

Porth. oihe~ mattere ot theyre complainte I am willinge 

1 m.Jl».157. 
2 ABP~II p.196 quoting Harl.MSS.No.6995 tol.75. 
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to deale better with them (reserving alwaies the Propertie 

of m7 Righte) than theyre Usage towards me doth anie 

waie deserve. ttl 

This second and more informative extract illustrates 

at least one clear point - that the Earl was agreeing to 

the widespread tenant demand for more land and more certain 

tenure, and was, moreover, taking a moderate profit from 

new admissions by demanding only a two-year ingress fine -

a comparatively conservative composition. The cryptic 

mention of "the comon" implies that this refers to enclosure 

of common land in the Honopr of Petworth. Whatever was 

"the other attere of theyre Complaint" is not clear, but 

Gould be construed to mean the freeing tor tenancy of 

waste and certain sections of demesne land, though demesne 

land would aee. to be meant by the "propert1e ot my Righte." 

In Tiew of the evidence from the Spottorth court rolla 

which contain no hint ot similar troubles in this area, 

it is surpri8ing to find that in tact there was a distur

bance in the lordship in 1592. The relevant entry is as 

:tollQws:-

t "To the Lo. President and Council in the Northe We are 

en:t'opaed by •••• the ErIe of Northumbrelande that wheras 

h1s Lord.shipes tather did encloz. about 30 yeares sithence 

a parcell of grounde in Spofforde within the countie of 

York conteyninge 100 acres or theraboutes called Parsonns 

I AHP.II.p.197 quoting Harl.MSS.Vol.XV, No.6996,fol.l. 
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Hagge at which tyme the ad enclosure was not in anie waie 

impugned or hinderyd by the tenantes and so descended to 

the nowe Erle who bathe enioyed the same quietlie ever 

sithence untill nowe withine these tew daies the tenantes 

pretending commons in the sd enclosure in a verie riotous 

and disorderlie mann our in the nyghte tyme have plucked up 

a great parcell of the enclosure and continew still this 

disorder by nyghte in verie riotous and. intollerable manour u 

in which ther unlawtull and riotous proceedings his Lship 

doth meane both in the High Courte ot Star Chamber and at 

the comon lawe to comence suite againste them.,l 

Four years earlier there had been similar troubles at 

Cockermouth, the centre ot the Earl's Cumberland estates. 2 

Further north, Scottish incursions had devastated 

parts of Northumberland, whilst enclosure tor pasture 

purposes had created havoc in those areas not militarily 

affected. "Flva thousand ploughs have been la1d down 

within 25 years and a number ot good men ready to serve the 

Queen have been converted to a tew ments benef1t" reported 

the Bishop of Dunbar to Lord Burghley in 1597, sketching a 

418 .. 1 picture of the increase ot pauperism and of depressed 

standard ot life in the tar north.' About the same date the 

9th Barl adds to the general picture by his remarks:-

"The country 1s ruinous and very weak, especially my 

1 Acts or the Privy Council -1891 Vol.XXII p.527 1592. 
2 Acts of P.O. Vol.XVI p.116 1588. 
3 CSP(D~) May 1597. and see also Northumberland County 

History passim. 
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poor tenants; myself can witness it no otherwise than by 

report and their poverty which partly I taste of."l This 

argument he used to explain his reluctance to take charge 

of affairs in th~ North as had been requested. In addition 

he remarked:- "First my living is not much Whosoever 

p~easeth but to lOQk into what portion my mother is 

invested withal ahall verie well understand that the remainder 

i8 no moer than will suffice the maintaining of a familys 

expense ~ef1tting me; which care I must rather take than 

be forced to beg a dinner ••• Secondly where most mens 

liv.y,ng. affords them a great overplus out of fines, mine 

are 80 waste~ tor the most part lying upon the borders both 

out ot ~e owne absence the Scots incursions my officers 

knaveries and the small redress the poor people have had 

ot their wrongs as not only I make no further benefit than 

the rentes but allso the rentes themselves are unanswered 

and tbey greatly in my debt. Thirdly my woods are already 

waated., tines in like sorte gone for the satisfying ot 

debtee '.0 _s all profits that way is altogether void and 
;. '. ~ 

exempt Fourthly my lands are so entailed that I can neither 

he~p m(selt by sale mortgage or pawn to give security to 

any~ Lastly rq debts are so great and tor want of payments 

117 credit tor money atters so shaken that I know not 

wh1.chny to aat1sfy my desire to do Her Maiesti. this 
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service. "I 

Yet a summary at the Earl's revenues in 1580 gives 

evIdence ot a contrary nature. The Yorkshire estates were 

still more valuable than those in any other county. Of 

these estates Spottorth ranked fourth to Nun Monkton, 

Craven and Topclitte. At Spoftorth Lecontield and Topclitte 

the Parks had been largely disparked - i.e. thrown open 

tor tenant occupancy - and realised a rental value of over 

£386, as compared with £230 total tor the income derived 

trom parks still retained. By contrast, in Northumberland 

the only d1spark1ng recorded was at Warkworth, and there 

the annual value was only £8. 2 
• 

This process ot treeing territory tor tenant occupation 

was accompanied by 'the converse procedure of enclosure, 

though on a tar smaller scale. About 1580 the Earl carried 

out the second instance ot enclosure etfected by his family. 

The f1rst ot these two had been as long as a century betore, 

where land was enclosed in the New Park at Leconfield. 

Th1s second example was the enclosure ot the town ot 

Gr1sthwaite, part ot Topcliffe. 3 Since there is no 

di8content evident trom the court roll entries, 1t may be 

that some, at least,ot the enclosure was beIng carried 

through in accordance with the suggestions of Fitzherbert 

and Hales. 

1 Cal.Salisbury MSS.VoIVi p.260/1. 
2 ARP.II AppendIx VIII p.582 Revenues ot 8th Earl. 
3 North Riding Quarter Sessions Records 1607. 
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It has been stated many times that manorial custom was 

the sole protection which the unprivileged might invoke in 

a dispute with an unsympathetic landlord. 

In 1578 custom was referred to in Linton in connection 

w1th a dispute over the use of certain waste land called 

Thru8smyre, amongst other areas, which abutted on the Holme 

Field. The report was that this waste was divided by lot 

among the twelve husbandries of the village who then used 

it for various purposes according to the use of the arable 

field. This custom had been infringed by one tenant who 

had acquired two of the original holdings and was now 

interfering with the communal activities of the remainder.' 

The jur7 appointed to enquire into the situation made a report 

which not only safeguarded the community but at the same 

time guaranteed the proprietor's possession of the waste 

ground in question. l This 1s no attempt ot the Lord to 

over-ride manorial custom, but an example of the equitable 

functioning of manorial machinery. 

An interesting report was made in 1602 on the subject 

of the glebe land of Kirkby Overblow Rectory, the advowson 

of which lay with the Earl. A detailed terrier of the 

lands with areas and position gives a total ot 36 acres 

3 roods -comparable in size with the holdings of the more 

affluent customary tenants in Spofforth in 1577, but much 

leas than that ot the Rector of Spofforth. But it is 

1 Pet.MS.MOR. April 1578 • 

• 
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clearly stated that "these several lands ••• were in the 

occupation of the now parson ••• before the recent exchange 

and redivision arranged among the tenants of Kyrkbye. Then 

they were scattered and on the common and in the common 

tields. But now after the said exchange they lie in 

separate closes in the private occupation of Richard 

Dodshon (the Rector) allotted to him in exchange for 

those other lands which he held by reason of his position 

••• The other lands formerly the glebe scattered through

out the private closes of the other free tenants are enjoyed 

by them in exchange tor these other lands. Thus care must 

be taken by the successor of the said rector that he suffer 

no disadvantege by the partition aforesaid • .,l 

At just about the same time the Spoftorth jury was 

reporting the existence in the lordship of certain pieces 

ot waste land which were producing no income. In other 

words there seems to have been full co-operation between 

lord and tenants - tenants had been given agricultural 

and pastoral opportunities which would help to safeguard 

·them from the competitive activities of the greater 

capitalistic estate owners who held larger units of property 

in the neighbourhood, yet the lord's interests were not 

neglected. 

ot some 60 tenants in the 1561 list about 40 are still 

to be found in that for 1620, though by that time more than 

50 new names had appeared, the new tenant population of 

1 Pet.KS.MOR. 1st Oct.44 E1iz. 

134. 



S~otforth then to~lling 97. This would argue a reasonable 
I,. ..; • 1 

s~c\U'"ity of tenure in ~his area, as well as a great influx 

of population in the early 17th century. 

Pec~liarly enough - in an area so close to one of 

the most active woollen producing areas - and contrary to 

the conventional story of the 16th century enclosure 

movement, there seems little evidence of the presence in 

Spofforth of large numbers ot sheep. Not that sheep were 

u.n.known, but reterences to them are seldom more than the 

re~orting of strays and the occasional sale of various 

t~P8, ewes and lambe - the ordinary business of normal 

village lite. Perhaps this was due in part to the wet clay 

ot which much of the district consisted and which still 

acco~t. tor the small number ot sheep in the neighbourhood • 

. Although from the middle of the 16th century there are 

rrequent presentments tor surcharging the common, when this 

bare char~ •. is made more specific, invariably the otfending 

a tock are ca t.tle, horses, ducks or geese. Tha t these 

were. ple!l;t1tul and in numbers almost amounting to those ot 

a ~dern dairy herd or brood farm is witnessed by the 1591 

ca •• when the rector was charged with "oppressing the 

C08Ilon w1th96 beasts and horses"l on one occasion, and 
. ~ :: 

-wltli'26 oxtn,'l6 cows, 1 bull, 9 horses and 80 ducks and 
, . , 

~e.~,"'on"flother. 2 Thirty years earli~r, Henry Johnson, 

the''rarmerot Walton Head, who was to be attainted tor his 

1 Pet.MS.MCR.Oct.32 El1z. 
2 Pet.MS.MCR.12 Oct.33 El1z. 
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part in the 1569 rising, was charged with having 65 cattle 

in BPaaley Hagg where he had pasture rights, and 25 in 

Green Hagg. l 

A Ltaton pala of 1604 forbade any farmer to put more 

thaD three aheep pep acre in the ~allow field, nor more 

than four per acre anywhere else under pain ot forfeiting 

6d. per sheep.2 

In 1610 a Spofforth pain prohibited tenants in the 

Broad Park tram keeping sheep there after 16th April, 1610 • 

• oreover,.no sheep were to be kept there tor the next two 

7 .. rs und.r pain of a fine ot 30/- per aheep.3 This kind 

or b1elaw would ahow that the close grazing ot the flocks 

waadetriaental to the more important local cattle grazing 

industr7, to encourage which the parks had recently been 

OJened ,to the tenantr 7. 

!b.~equ.nt1y recurring cases touching the agist ot 

cattle underline. the trend Of pastoral farming in this 

1oPdah1p, where the Park and Haggs were available as _e11-

ntered grasing gl'ound adJa1rably sui ted to the maintenance 

or oatUe o-r various kinds. These had been used in the 15th 

century to acoo .. odate the lord's vaccary,4 whilst at 

variOUS ·t1aes during the 16th century, the lord appears to 

1 P.t .... KOR.16 April. 3 E1iz. 
a ~.t.,)ls~MC~., 14 Ape 2 Jac.I. 
:$ Pet.)lS.JWR.J.pr. 8 Jac.I. 
4 P~~~ •• MAC.D.9.2.1442 • 

. ,.,. 
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have kept a stud ot hor ••• there, judging by the sale ot 

mares and toa1s which were reported.1 The disappearance 

af the deer from the Park between 1577 and 1602 gives an 

incUca tion as to the period at which the lord abandoned 

personal interests in the remainder of Spoftorth demesne 

lands. ~hi8 was accompanied by signa of a break-up of the 

01d eommunity before the pressure of new economic needs. 

the enclosure of common land on R1bston moor had been 

reported;2 there we~e repeated hunting offences with dogs, 

ferrets and net8;3 more and more tenants failed to perform 

aut of court of "did unlaweful suite" at the courts of 

the lorda of other Vi11ages;4 unlicensed intakes in the 

~ommon fielda of Kirkby Overblow were recorded. 5 This was 

the atJaosphere in which occurred the riotous behavioUlt 

about which the Earl complained in 1592. The Parson t s Hagg 

or too acre. or more wal certainly a prize to be desired 

by'. paatorall7-minded tenantry whOle original pastures of 

CJ'Nper and the Sha .. JIlUS t have been overloaded and who BlUst 

bave .•• ea with growing anger the leasing to capita11sts 

of agtat rIghts ia the majority of the Park. 1 

In,the abaence ot any record showing the verdict of 

the Star Chambe. proceedings, it seems as though the Earl's 

f' MAC'; n. 9. 22 ~ 1579/80~ 
2 ¥OR.,' .pr.,11 1l1z. 
:5' '.CR."Apr.28 EliS. 
4 1I0R.28E;L1z. 
5 MOR.Mat 34 E1is. 
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rights were upheld. A marginal note in the 1577 survey says:

"Parsons Bagg lett to one WilliamCheney gent., 39 Eliz. for 

21 years for £16 per year." Whether Cheney, who came from 

Thorngumbald, near Patrington in the East Riding, continued 

his lease is uncertain, but the next list of leases shows 

that in 1617 the disputed area was held by four tenants, 

all of local origin. The first of these, John Woodburne, 

had also held since 1607 Cold Bed Lodge, land in Great Ash 

Hagg and the atone quarry there. For all his lands he 

paid £31 138. 2d. His father had held Addlethorpe and 

Ooltcarr - 185 acres in all - since 1609 for £110 per year. 

George Burgoyne, the second of the Parson Hagg tenants, 

was either the son or brother of the Rector of Spofforth. 

The third, William Lawson, possibly the descendant of John 

Lawson, a cottager in the 1577 list, had held the mills, 

the .. nor garth, Hall Ing~ and a cottage since 1603 for 

£19 19s.10d., and Bramley Hagg and Great Ash Hagg since 

1604 for a turther £22. Clearly, successful speculation 

in land was not contined to outsiders only. 

Sampson Ingleby had been farmer of the Park, and on 

hi' death in 1606, his brother Sir William Ingleby of 

Ripley acting .s his executor, claimed arrears of agist 

from .. rious tenants in Spoftorth. The cases thus brought 

establish a scale ot annual agist charges as follows:-

1/- per 'bestia', 1/8 per calf, 3/- per foal, 5/- per 

hor.e and 9/- per mare and foal. 

______ ----------------_______________ .t 



Court cases on the same subject occurred frequently 

during the next few years, though the charges do not 

necessarily always conform to the scale just quoted. In 

1612 as much as 5/- was asked for the year's agist of a 

foal, 10/- for tha t of a 'bes tia ' • This cannot be taken 

asa clear caae of rack-renting, since on the one hand the 

original scale ~stablished by Ingleby's claims may have 

rested on apec1al concess10ns whilst on the other hand exces

a1ve claimaby court plaintiffs are of familiar occurrence. 

That such agist charges did increase seems inevi table, as 

the receipts ~rom demesne land-leases increased from 

£424 7s. 4id. in 1622 to £427 8s. 9id. in 1625 and to 

.£522 lOa. 44. 1.Jl. 1650. 

At the October Court of 1615 the bounds of the manor 
.. i", .~ 

were beaten- It would seem that this was the first 
. '" "",s. ~' ¥ " ' 

o.q.caa1on tor some time, as amongst the encroachments 

reported, one 1.s described as t'about thirteen years ago. tt 

Bine.auchcases were presented, one of which was now on 

the othez- aide Cit the Crimple as the stream had changed 

its course. At the same court it was presented"by the 

jurl' tha ta1ru;e the previous April, a number of persons 

unn8,.,,4. aay~ tha t theT were "claimants under the King" -

i.e •.. they were :1nbabi tants ot the Forest ot Knaresborough -

.• 4 enclosed more ,than twenty acres ot the Earl t a waate 1n 

1i.~n40n,.next to Walton Head grounds. Six other tenants 
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in Kearby (2) and Kirkby Overblow (4) had built cottages 

wi thout the sta'tutory four acres of' land appurtenant and 

were fined £10 each. Eight more cases in Follifoot were 

presented in April 1621 and fines totalling £104 were 

imposed though whether in fact they were ever actually 

raised is doubtful since the eases have no sequel in the 

next great courts. 

Two of the accused appeared and pleaded that they 

were poor labourers and had built their houses with the 

permission of Richard Paver Hgent~, on whose land they 

stood, and with the goodwill of the townsmen of Fo11ifoot 

and Aketon. 

Another development on a large scale was the growing 

and processing of hemp. The, extent of this occupation is 

to be gauged by the 56 offenders presented in 1615 for 

"ratting" hemp in running water. The offence continues 

to be a regular item in the lists of presentments for the 

rest ot the period. 

It is thus clearly established that by the beginning 

ot the 17th century there had developed in Spof'forth that 

fora of village economy which was to persist for the 

remainder of the 17th century; i.e. a growing preponderance 

ot grazing - especially of cattle - in the hands of the 

richer proprietors, and a static or even slightly declining 

arable industry in the hands of the poorer tenants who 

sought to supplement their less profitable occupation by 

140. 
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subsidiary means such as the production of hemp and the 

keeping of ducks and geese. l 

For much of the time the subsidiary members of the 

manor - although their inhabitants still owed suit of 

court to Spofforth - were let to various sub-tenants. 

The rollowing list is not exhaustive in its contents, but 

would be t~ue in its application to the pe~iod 1575 - 1650. 

Dates are not to be taken as limiting tenure, but only to 

indicate entries reco~d1ng the connection between the 

families and the properties concerned. 

Addle thorpe 
Aketon 
Askwith 
Braham 
Fol11too't 

Kearby cum Netherby 
KirkbY' OVerb1ow 
Leathlel' 
Middleton 
Plompton 
RibBton 

Siclt1ingha11 
Stock.ld 
!99dh!11 
Walton Head 

Vavasour - Hungate 1580. P1umpton 1620. 
P1umpton 1580 Middleton 1616. 
Va va s our , Fairfax 1620 Middleton. 
Paver 1620 Cholmeley 1652. 
Prior ot Newburgh 1536. Paver & 
P1umpton 1578, Middleton 1616. 
Stapleton 1577. 
stapleton 1577. 
Johnson 1577. 
Middleton. 
P1ompton 1568-1616. 
Middleton 1577, Goodrick 1569-1668, 
P1ompton 1616. 
Vavasour 1500-1637. 
Middleton 1577. 
Vavasour 1500-1637. 
Johnson 1577. 

1 For theBe last there was accommodation in the swampy 
tract north at Point Bridge. The 19th century Tithe 
Caamutation Maps mark that area as "Goose Land", 
adJacent to the Seaves. 
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In the controlling centre - Spotforth - agriculture 

still continued in the three common fields, with indications 

that arable farming had also spread to closes in what had 

hitherto been pasture land, whilst meadow and pasture land 

was to be encountered in the old arable fields in addition 

to leys on the northern fringes of the Crag Field. All 

demesne land was leased either to local tenants or to 

grazier speculators. Of the demesne, the Parks and Haggs 

were enclosed mainly for pastoral purposes, though the 

ancient custom wa.8 safeguarded in that "the tenants and 

inhabitantes of Spofforde should have in the Bodye of the 

Parke there ther kyne and oxen atter the rate ot l2d. a 

beaste And ther horses mares or coltes after the rate of 

2d. a peice wch custome contynueth at this daye."l 

The Great Court in March 1611 presented for unsatis

factory fences "the inhabitants of Spofforde called 

'gressemen' - i.e. John Myming, Thomas Helme, John Exilbye, 

Henry Foster, Thomas Dighton, Robert Wright, Robert Bowman 

and Henry Foster 3unior; all Spofforth farmers i.e. Robert 

Bowman, James '.rayley, Richard Munckton and Thomas Bentham; 

all Spotforth cottagers who are tenants in the Park, 33 in 

number; all Spofforth copyholders, 16 in number, who are 

tenants in the Park."2 

The 1611 Estate Map notes all but one of these sections 

of the Park. Each group of tenants held a section of 

'whins' in addition to its allotment of pasture as the 

I Pet.MS.1577 survey, inter Memoranda. 
2 Pet.MS.MCR.25th March 9 Jac.I. 
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accompanying table shows:-

Table 11. 

Certain Tenants' Allotments in Spofforth 
Park 1611 

Class No. Park Body Whins L Total Each 
- -•.. - 1------------ ------~~--.---.. ~ ---"' 

a. r. p. a. r. p. t a. r. p. a. r. p. ~ 
Gressemen 8 54 - 27 16 3 13 

I 
71 8 f - - 3 20 I 

Cottagers 33 116 - 12 33 3 28 ! 150 - - 4 2 71 
Farmers 4 

I - - - - - - I - - - - - -I , 
16 61 Husbandmen 3 25 15 - 15 177 - - 4 3 10 

Freeholders 17 92 3 18 27 - 22 120 - - 7 - 9 

The date at which these extensive leases were granted 

cannot be fixed with certainty, through the lack of rentals 

of similar type. The survey of 1577, as has been seen, 

refers only to the normal mixed holdings of tenants at will. 

The marginal notes in the survey record the following 

leases in chronulogical order:-

1585 for 21 years to John Lawson (bailiff) Manor Garth, 
6 acres @ lOde p.ac., though it is worth 
6/8 p. ac. 

1591 " It If to Wm. Stockdale (auditor) Little Ash 
Hagg 20/-. 

1594 .. " " to Sampson Ingleby (Steward) Horsehouse 
Woods for 100/-. 

1597 " " .. to William Cheney, Parson's Hagg £16. 
1599 " " " to eleven tenants (unnamed) Kidcarr 229/7i 
1607 n II " to William Woodburne (underbailiff) 

Lodge at Colebedd 16/8. 

Thenceforward the next record - a negative one - as 
I it is a list or arrears - proves only that on the expiry 

1 Pet.MS. 8.D.2. List of Arrears of Yorkshire Estates. 1618. 
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ot Sampson Ingleby's lease on his death in 1606, William 

Al1enson held it, and was in arrears £31 for the six years 

1615 - 1621. Twelve tenants of the Park were also in 

similar case. The total arrears for the lordship were 

about £60. Al1enson must have paid up his arrears, since 

he is returned as the lessee of the same property in 1622 

for £24, by a 2l-year lease from 1609.1 

The policy of demising the demesnes at the end or the 

16th century was extended to apply to the holdings of the 

cottagers and tenement holders early in the 17th. Of the 

49 leases of this kind, 42 were contracted in 1609, two in 

1612, two in 1614 and one each in 1616, 1618 and 1615. All 

these leases were timed to expire in the years 1627 - 1630. 

All were for 21-year periods except for two in 1614 which 

yere for 14 and 16 year terms, and one in 1615 which was 

for 15 years. Whilst the 16th and 17th century reckoning 

of 21 years as the equivalent of three lives and therefore 

or 14 70ars for two lives can be understood, the 15-year 

lease can only be explained as motivated by convenience 

in mas. renewal. 

The 1622 list of leases generally gives no detail ot 

the cottagers' property save the differentiation between 

"messuage lf and "cottage It, but the rise in rental is most 

marked 1ncompari8on with that of the 1577 terrier - from 

£36 Is. -ide to £89 178.11d. The uncertainty of whether 

tenants in the 1622 list are the holders of the same lands 

1 Pet.MS. 8.D.2 Yorkshire Rents 1622. 



aa in the 1S77 list makes it necessary to treat· the followins 

4eductions with a degree of caution, especially as acreages 

are an unknown factor, nor i8 it certain whether any 

tran8~er o~ hol41ngs had taken place. 

The following ten names are taken from the lists of 

1577 and 1622 and are selected mainly on the basis of 

their agreeing with the rough roll order which seems to 

have been tAe rule-of-thumb method followed. So as to 

~n1.ise any exaggeration the boon payments have been 

1nc1ude4; eince no separate mention of these occurs in the 

1622 li.t,1t aeems probable that the payments would be 

incluaiTe of the ••• 
Table 12. 

Rent Advances 1577-1622 (Tenants and Cottagers only) 

~ __ N8~ ____ 1 _____ ~-~?---.. __ ~_ .. ___ ... _16~.~ ______ . __ ._~ ___ . ..!~~ex __ 
I £ 8. d. £ s. d. 1 

D1ghton 
Taylor 
J.xi1by 

A1leneon 
G111 

>"Cottom 

. Hopwood 
Kidlebroke 

. I i 1 4 6 10 ! 541 

I
i 1 19 2t 7 - I 359 

- 12 1 3 16 ! 633 
I ! 

- 17 3 3 10 -
- 8 6 2 10 -
- 2 11 - 16 8 

- 3 5 - 12 
- 3 5 - 12 -

- 6 168 

- 7 5 1 15 -

406 
588 
555 
343 
343 
444 
466 

. Proa the •• 1so1ated instances it would appear that 
,~. ~~·'t·);. 

~he':iTerage Index representing the increase in rents was 
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467.8, though the relative index tor the total rent receipts 

amounts only to 249.1 A tactor which may help to account 

tor the discrepancy between the index for the totals and 

that tor the eample is that Dighton, Exilby and Wright, 

whose rents are amongst the largest advances, were amongst 

the eight "gressemen" who each received an additional 8i 
acree in the Park - always presuming that they shared the 

acreage equally. It should be noted in addition that the 

ability to ,pay these 'intlated' rentals is not entirely 

a fair index of the prosperity of individuals. Allenson, 

aa haa been said, was able to pay £24 per year in addition 

to hia rent tor his cottage and allotment. Taylor also 

rented the Viver Oarr and Eller Carr tor £2 per year. 

~ 1622 the demesnes were also leased at considerable 

prof1t. The earl1est lease dated trom 1603 and the latest 

trom 1617. All were for 21 years, and all except three 

were ti.ed to expire in 1630. The total yield trom this 

source _8 £4l1 14s. -ide 

The ~inal 11st ot leases for 1650 is perhaps the 

leaat e.t1stactory in that the coincidence of names with 

those of the earlier list 1s but slight. Of the 49 names 

1A the 1622 lilt, only 20 can be linked with those ot that 

'tor 1650, whilst there are 38 more newcomers. Some ot 

thes. - 3udging by their annual payments - were tenants 

otla~g6 holdings in the Park and Haggs, though the list 
" 

1s drawn up in an apparently haphazard fashion with only 

1 1577 figures taken as base (100). 
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five cases where the property held is specified. 

This tinal list must refer to a new series ot leases 

almost on the pOint of expiry if the 21-year term was 

adhered to - i.e. 1630-1651. 

Ot the ten tenants chosen above, it is possible, on 

the same somewhat precarious ground, to infer a further 

considerable rise in the rentals paid by five. 

Table 13. 

Rent Advances 1622-1650 (Tenants and Cottagers only) 

Name 1622 1650 Index 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

DIghton 6 10 - 9 11 8 148 
Taylor 7 - - 13 13 4 148 
Exilby 3 16 - 5 10 8 145 
Oottam - 12 - 1 11 - 258 
Godfrey - 12 - 2 2 6 334 

!he index representing the average advance during 

this period is 206, though the last two examples, 

espec1al17, distort the figure. If these two are ignored, 

the average advance index would be 147.1 

Yet when the tull figures of the rentals are compared, 

the results obtained are rather different. 

1 1622 tigures taken as base (100). 
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Table 14. 

Advances in Total Receipts (Rents and Farms) 

Col. f Col. Col. 
Source 1577 1622 3. 1650 I 5 • 6. . _- f.-. --

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d./ 
I 
I 

Demesne I 

I Farms 29 10 8 411 14 -i 13951 

! 
I 

Tenants cJ: 
I 

Cottagers 36 1 -i 89 17 11 249 1 

TOTAL 65 11 8i 501 11 IIi- 765 522 10 4 102 797 

Oolumn 3 index o~ advance on 1577 base 1577 - 1622 
» 5 »» » »1622 » 1622 - 1650 
" 6 "» » »1577 « 1577 - 1650 

The figures and indices both pOint to the same 

conclusion. The bulk ot the owner's profit was derived 

rram the speculative farmer or from the prosperous and 

enterprising villager who wished to compete in the land 

market. Whilst the total receipts from the smallholders 

certainly increased considerably in the 45 years separating 

the f1rst two rentals, there is no indication that the 

increa8e strained the1r resources. Moreover, if the 

total returns tor 1650 represent an even advance in the 

two component sources, the smallholder had had a resp1te 

~rom further signiticant increases for nearly twenty years. 

Three cases only have been encountered which throw 

light on the measure ot prosperity of tenants of the 

lordship 1n this later period. All three are reports of the 

goods of felon •• 

The rirst - in 1601 - recorded that George Bramley 
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of Kirkby Overblow held goods in his house to the value 

or £5 18s. 4d. l At the corresponding court in the tollowing 

year his tenement was returned as conSisting of a messuage, 

5 acres of arable and 3i acres of meadow which now escheated 

to the lord. 2 

The second - in 1604 - concerned William Nusseye who 

had an interest for 18 months in the reversion of a six

year lease ot a messuage, 40 acres ot arable, meadow and 

pasture. The value of these was £4. His movable goods 

were worth £10, of which £7 was allotted for his sustenance 

during the fourteen weeks of his imprisonment. Two of his 

cattle worth £4 and a quarter ot rye worth 16/- were given 

to Jane Ingham the widow ot the man whom Nusseye had 

k111ed. The balance ot 44/- beeame the lord's property.3 

In 1612 Peter Johnson tled to avoid a charge of 

manslaughter. He owned fta d1shbeneh, a counter, a kym1ing, 

a reckon, and an old Frying pan ••• 10/- Item iij 

bed.tokes, ij chestes and one doughtroughe worth 1/4 Item 

a lease of his dwelling house, garthe and crofte with 

thappurtenances for a yeare trom Ladyday next and another 

lease in revereon tor xiiij yeares after ot thinheritaunce 

ot Wil11am Steade- rente 4/1 Item another lease of six 

acres in the Parke tor 1j yeares from Michaelmas last of 

~ lordes inheritaunee- rente 40/- per annum weh bothe 

1 Pet.MS.KOR.Sept. 43 E11z. 
2 Pet.MS.MCR.Oct.44 E1iz • 

. 3 Pet.MS.MOR. Apr1l 2 Jae.I. 
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Spofforth - 16th Oentury Changes in Size of Tenant Holdings 

1555 1577 1580 

No. % ) No. J % No.1 r-------____ .. ___________ . __ .. ____ .. _ .. _______ . __________ -!-__________________ : 

Under 2i ac. 14 42.5 I 29 /63.0 11 . 

2i - 5 

5 - 10 

10 - 15 

15 - 20 

20 - 25 

25 - 30 

30 - 35 

35 - 40 

40 - 45 

45 - 50 

Total No. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

ac. 

I I I 
3 9.1 I 4 I 8.7 I 4 

I , I 
4 12.1 I 4; 8.7 i 
1 3.0 I 3 i 6.4 I 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

33 

6.0 

6.0 

12.1 

3.0 

3.0 
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I 

I 
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I , 

I 

2 

2 I 
! 

1 ! 
46 

I 
I 
I 

I 

3 

3 

1 

27 

14.9 

11.1 

11.1 

11.1 
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are valued at £3 6s. aid. 1 Total £3 l8s. -d. 

Whilst the total figures of the assets of these three 

may not seem impressive, they do indicate a comfortable 

standard of living enjoyed by two smallholders and - in 

the case of Nussey - comparative affluence. 

In conclusion therefore, all evidence points to a 

position in 1650 where lord and tenants in Spofforth were 

sharing the advantages of a greatly extended pastoral 

industry which operated alongside the more conventional 

husbandry. The Park and the demesnes generally had been 

thrown open - for a consideration - to local and outside 

competition. The lord's interests were now limited to 

approving the handsome receipts which were further 

enhanced by the decreased overhead charges for administra

tion and supervision required under ~he changed conditions. 

1 Pet.MS.MCR.Oct.lO Jac.I. 
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(8) Woodgraves' Report 1475 

"Itm de1yv'd to John Guysbryght p'son iij stubbes for 

his f"ewell to burne. .Itm •• to the Baly and to Thomas 

Fost' ij stubbes. Itm to the wodgraves ij stubbes Itm 

deliv'd to the sd p'son tymbr to beyld hib bakows of x 

postes Itm •• to the sd p'son tymbyr to beyld a new layth 

off vii3 postes in the tenur of Ric Lawson. Itm •• to John 

Bekyrton tymbyr to mende his oxenhowse. Itm to Ric Typlyng 

ellere to mak a chaumer fluyer to his kylne howse Itm 

delyv'd to Wylyam Yrebe elleres to beyld a chaumer ende. 

Itm to Wylyam Thorneton tymbyr to the amendyng of his 

howse and to the beyldyng of a swyn koute Itm to Wylyam 

Lange iiij flanges of hoke to mak a helme wt. Itm to 

Robert Folytate a pan and a thruegyste to amende his 

lay the Itm to the p'son elleres four cuppylles for a 

howse of viij postes Itm to Thos Meddilton v treys be the 

.. rtue of a warrand." 

'''Memorandum that Thomas Iven the reparacon mayd by Ric. 

Saxton ye Baly of Spoforde in ye yer of ye Reigne of Kynge 

Edward i11j was yt aperys in thes p'sentes as toloweth 

I~p'Dd8 the sayd Ric payd to Thoa Taylyer and to Ryc 

Chylton of Folytaytt for gyttyng of p1ayte ston for ye 

mannor of Topelyt x1js. Itm the sayde Ryc. payd for 
xx 

makyng the hage ot Brandleye Hage for xvj rode and x takyng 

for a ~ode ob' SIma xi1js ixd • 
• > xx 

ItmpUi'd tor makyng of v1ij rode and ij of hage betwyn the 

p'son Hage and Brandlaye Hage takyng a rode jd Sima 
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x11js vjd. 

Itm payd forthupholdyng of the p'son hage 11js 111jd. 

Itm payd for removyng of a gayt and for settyng upp of the 

saym 1n the seyd Rage v11jd. 

Itm for the haspe stapyll and the loke for the sayde gaytte 

vjd 

It. for ye reparaeon of ye eomon mold' payd be sayd Rye to 

Rye Preson for fellyng of tymbyr and of earryng it to the 

sayde mold' x1jd. 

Itm p8yd to Gregor Bron for ladyng ye sayd tymbr 11j layd 

for ev'y layd 1jd. a'me v11jd 

It. payd for Bred Hayll and those yt helpyd to wayn ye sayde 

tyabr v~d. 

Itm payd to Rye Dyeson for makyng of a newe wall to ye sayde 

mold t XI. 

Itm •• to ye sayde Rye for 1j dayes warke at ye saydd mold' 

takyng a daye vd S'ma xd. 
xx 

Itm payd to Robert Payver for 11i;l thaek burds 1js v1ijd 

Ita P8yd for 00 nalys v11jd 

itm JNlyd to Rye Dycson for thekkyng of ye sayde mold' xs. 

Ita payd to Rye Holynhawe for yryn brays to ye sayd mold' 

v11jd 

Itm pal'd to ye sayd Rye for makyng of the mold' spyndyll 

and ye byDgya X11jd"1 

1 Two long sheets bound 1n w1th the Court Rolls for 14 Ed.IV. 
They represent the woodgraves' report of l1ver1es of 
t1mber, and the ba1l1ff's reckoning of h1s current repairs. 
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(b) Bxample at Minister.' Accounts - Pet.MS.Spoff.orth D.9.2 1442 

Spoftorde 

Oompotu. Roberti Rate Collector1s redditorum ac 

tirmarum 1bidem a testo Sanct1 Michaelis Anno regn1 Reg1s 

Henriei Sexti xxmo usque 1dem festum Sanct1 Michaelis 

ex tunc sequens Anno e1 usdem Reg1 s xx jmo per unum annum 

integrum 

Arreragia Idem respondet de x11.xs.pro arreragi1s compot1 
anni prox1me precedent1s prout patet in pede 

e1usdem etc. totum super Henr1cum Chambre pro reddito suo 
1nBrame diversorum annorum precedentium de xs.per annum 

Summa xli.xs. 

Reddit1 .t Firmae 

Bt de cx1js.ijd.recepta pro redditis et firmis l1berorum 
tenent1ua 1n Spoford cum membris ad terminos Martini et 
Pentecosto ultra xjs.vjd.de libero reddito pertinente 
manor10 de SpotoI'd onerato in Craven 1n villa de Thresfeld 

Et de 1js.ijd. pro x1ij operibus cariagio bladi de 
tenentibus de Folytayt ad testum Michaelis in fine compoti 

Et de x1jd pro vj operibus cariagio bladi de tenentibus 
in Polyf&1t ad testum Michaelis pro opere ijd 

xx 
Bt de xv1js.xd. pro 1iijxv operibus at dim1d1etate 

.... iDus unde de tenentibus de Spofford xxij, pret1um 
cu1usq •• oper1s 13d, de tenentibus rectoris de Spofford 
x~ et d1~d1a, pro quolibet opere iiijd quia bis per annum, 
de tenent1bus de Kirkeby xix pretium operis positum in 
certo per Rentale, de tenentibus in Folyfayt at Ayketon 
x11113, pret1um operis ijd ad festum Saneti Michaelis 

Et de 111jd pro iiij operibus messionum in Ayketon 
et Fel.yfayt eodem anno, v1delicet pro qualibet placia 
vaatl qua. reddere aolet per annum nisi jd 

It de v1ijd pro operibus viij bovatarum terrae in 
t.oura Rectoriade Spoftord, pro quolibet opere jd 

Summa vj li.xiiijs.ijd 
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Reddi t1 ad Volunta tem 

Et de 111jl1.xvja pro f1rma tenent1um ad ·voluntatem 
1n Spofford pro termino Mart1ni et Pentecoste 

Et de xlviijs pro 1xlv1j aeris terrae et prati diversis 
in 1e Rid4ynges ultra xlviij8 in decremento 

Et nieh1l pro tolneto de Panall hoc anna qU1a nullum 
ace1d1t 

. Et de v1J 11. vjs.viijd.pro firma molendin1 aquatiei 
1b1dem 81c d1m1ss1 

Et de xxs. pro f1rma communis turn! 1b1dem sic d1miss1 
hoc anna 

Summa xv li.xs.vi1jd. 

Reddi t1 bon "rum et Cotag1orum 

Bt de 1x 11.xa.ijd.pro firm1s tenent1um 1n bondag10 
ad terJlinoa Martini et Pentecoste infra eompotum 

Et de 1js.11jd.pro oper1bua carueagi1 et herc1aturae 
ad featumMichael1s in f1ne compot1 ut patet per Rentale 
in t1tulo t.nent~um de bondagio ultra xvjd.de operibus 
onerat1a supra intra slmwam de xv1js.xd. 

Et de xxx1xs.1i1jd.pro f1rm1s tenent1um cotagiorum et 
croftorum ad terminos Martini et Pentecoste 

Summa xj 11.xjs.1xd. 

NOT! Redd! ti 

It niehil pro incremento firmae un1us weblome quod 
Thomas Browne tenuit Set de x1jd.pro nova firma Johannis 
Lylly pro j fles8hamells super vastum dom1ni. Et de 1jd. 
pro incremento firme dimddiae rodae terrae 1n vasto 
d<*in1 assartatae per Robertum Alyson, sic d1masae Willelmo 
del Wod ut patet per rotulum curiae ad tempus. Et de 
ii3d.pro noYB firma Ricardi Barnard pro j placea terrae de 
vasto doDdni continent1s in longitud1ne xi11j pedes et 1n 
lat1tud1ne XTj pedes. Et nich11 hic de novo reddito 
RlcarM .Fouller in Ayketon pro j messuagioet11ij acris 
teI-raequonclam in tenura Johannis Kyghlay ad terminos 
Martini et Pentecoste quod quedem messuagium et terrae 
devenerunt ad manus dom1n1 causa revers1on1s d1cti Johannis 
ex sursumreddic10ne cok camerariae per concordiam tactam 
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inter dictum. dOJl1num at ipsum 'lui a 'modo dimi t ti tur Nicholao 
de Halle in escambium cum allis terris et tenementis in 
Alnewyke et solet reddere per annum viijs. Set redd1tu8 
de x~s.v~d. pro novo reddito Thomae Shephirde de Folyfate 
pro j measuagio et j cotagio et j bovatae terre racione 
concord1ae pro va. de firma j tofti et ij acrarum terrae 
nuper 1n tenura Willelad Raggyll in Ayckton et j tofto et 
j crofto et ij acris de torlande ibidem in tenura Alani 
Galway niehl1 pro termino Martini et Pentecoste et reddi 
solet per annum viijs. quia conceditur dicto Nicholao in 
excam.»ium. Set respondet de xxxiijs. iiijd.pro novo reddito 
Johann1s del Boure pro capitali messuagio et xxx aeris 
terrae at 11j aeris prati modo Roberti White racione . 
dict. concordia. ad terminos Martini et Pentecoste. Pro 
xxx11ja. 11ijd. pro firma terrarum et tenementorum in 
Whitewell 1n man1bus dom1n1 causa reversion1s dicti 
Johann1s non respondet quia responsum est domino in compoto 
bal11v1 et teodarii. .Set respondet de ijd. pro novo 
redd1 to JohamU8 filii.: Roberti Barker pro i j parcellis 
damna suae editicatae super vastum domini vocatumAldetemple 
de novo arenta tae ad terminum vi tae suae termini s Martini 
et Pentecoste. Et de iijd. pro novo redd1to Thomae Boure 
pro j pIa COR terrae de vasto domini continenti in longitudine 
dueentos pedes et in latitudine vj pedes quae quondam 
fu1t venella versus stagnum iuxta stablinum sie dimissa ad 
terminwa vitae suse, terminis Martin! et Penteeoste. 
Et de 1j4. pro nOTO reddito Johannis filii Roberti Barker 
pro 1j parcellis domus suae edifiea tae in vasto domini. 

summa xlvjs.xjd. 

Incrementa Reddit1 

Et de 3d. pro incremento reddit1 j placeae vasti 
vocatae Bensyke sic dimssae Thomae Kighlay per annum 
llltra·xxijd. de antiquo redd1to hoc anno. Et de vjd ••••• j 
acrae prati Tocatae M11lynge et j acrae prat1 apud SeTes 
di~88ae de· novo Ricardo Galway ultra xd. de antiquo 
redd1to. Et de yjd •••• j acrae prati d1missae Johann1 
~ure .ultra Tjd. de antiquo redd1to. Et de v1ijs.pro 
firma T1i~ acrarum prati vocat1 Havercroft de terris 
Prioris de Newbroughe in Campo de Spofforde de nOTO exis
tent1bus in manu domini de excambio pro j messuagio et 
3bovata terrae in Fo1ytate quae reddere solebant per annum 
li!81vs. at sic de incremento per annum 1ijs. Et de vi1js 
•••• 481 pesahouae cum pertinentiis, videlicet v aeris 
t.prae< quae quondam ~uerunt 1n tenura Rectoris de Spofforde 
~o DS_. per .annum et modo dimittuntur pro xxi1js. per 
aJUlwu.. Et de xxd •••• Willelmi Kelds pro j cotag10 cum 
pert1nent1!8 ibidem nuper Ricard! Nuthalles eo quod reddi 
80lebat nisi i1j8. et modo redd1tur 1iijs.v11jd. per 
rotulua curiae. Et de xijd ••• Thomae Galwey pro j 
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tenemento et vj aerls terrae nuper 1n tenura Thomae Galwey 
patrie sui eo quod reddi eolebant vl1js.ijd, modo d1m1ttitur 
pro 1X8.13d. Et de 1i13d •••• j cotagio nuper 1n tenura 
Thomae Mer1ng pro 11ja. et modo dimitt1tur Johann1 Collyer 
pro 1138.1113d. per annum. 

Summa. xxa.3d. 

Nova Incrementa Reddit1 

Et de x13d •••• 3 cotag11 nuper in tenura Aliciae 
Mason pro Ij8. per annum, modo dimitt1tur Rogero r1lio 
Rogeri Sparkes pro iijs. per annum et sic 1ncrementum 
xijd. Et de x13d. pro 1ncremento firmae Isabellae relictae 
Adae Stedeman pro uno cotagio ad eosdem termdnos. Et de 
x1jd. pro Incremento firmae Johannls fill1 Alani pro j 
cotagio in tenura Thomae Galway. Et de xijd ••• Thomae 
Galway pro j cotagio nuper in tenura W1llelm1 Tailor. Et 
de xljd •••• W1llelmi Collynge pro j cotagio nuper in 
tenura sua. Et de xxd •••• Jobannis GreneBett clerlc1 
pro j cotagl0 Duper in tenura R1cardi Brenand eo quod 
reddl aolebat 113a.111jd. et modo dimittitur pro vs. Et 
de 13a ••• Willelmi del Camera pro j perticata terrae et 
pratl quae quondam fuerunt 1n tenura Aliciae relictae 
Roberti Clerke eo quod dimdtt1tur pro ijs.ultra xjs.de 
antiquo redd1to. Et de xvjd.pro Incremento firmae Willelmi 
North.od pro 13 peclis prati vocatl Ie Newfeld modo in 
tenura R1card! Brenand ad eosdem terminos ultra ii38. de 
antiquo redd1to. Et de x13d ••• Johannis Bekarton pro j 
measuagio et 13 bovatis terrae eo quod solebat. reddi nisi 
x1x •• et modo xxs. Et de xd. pro incremento firmae dict1 
Jobann1s pro j meaausgio et 1113 bovatis terrae 1n tenura 
Gllberti del Wodde ad eosdem termdnos eo quod reddi solebat 
xx1xa ijd.et modo dim1ttuntur pro xxxs. Et de lijd pro 
incremento f1rmae Ricardl Galway per annum ad eosdem 
t.~nos pro 11j bovat1s et ilj aerls terrae del Northall 
at j Jercellae pratl In Milynge 1n les Seves pro una 
parcella prati apud Greteham H1l1 ultra xxviljs.jd. de 
antiquo reddfto. Et de xs. pro quodam annual1 reddito de 
OJIl11bua reddi tis et tirmis Wille1mi de Camera in Brame 
per concord1aa tactam Inter domnum et ipsum et heredes 
8uoa1nperpetuum. Et de vjd. pro incrementum redditi 
Ricard! Ne~8om pro j cotagio nuper 1n tenura Isolde Sprot1ey 
pro1~s. per annum modo dimittitur eidem pro ijs.vjd. ad 
terminttm vitae suae. Et de xvjd.pro incremento redditl 
Nichola! Fuyster pro 3 parcella terrae nuper in tenura 
Will.lm1 Ke1de superius oneratae ad ijs.et modo dimdttitur 
pro11js.111~d. Et de 1ijs. pro parcella terrae vocatae 
Frereynge ad terminos Martinl- et Pentecoste sic dimissa 
Thome Browne secundum consuetudlnem maneri1. Et de 11js. 
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pro una parcella gardin1 Roberti Paver ad eosdem terminos. 
Et de vjd.pro quodam spacio vasti in longitudine centum 
pedes ad eosdem terminos, sic dim1sso Roberto Bekarton ad 
terminum xxti annorum, hoc anno xviijmo.pro parte Et de 
ijd.pro firma j parcelle vasti iuxta tenementum WI11elmi 
Ookle ad terminos eosdem. Et de xijd. pro novo redd1to 
super Ie S~theh111 continentem in longItud1ne xx111j 
pedes et in latitudine xvj pedes, s1c d1m1ssum Thome 
Mershall. Et de vjd. pro incremento redditi Johannis Raby 
pro j cotagio nuper in tenura Willelmi Thomlynson ut pa tet 
per rotulum curiae quinti anni precedentis. Et de jd. pro 
incremento redd1t1 Thome Tayler pro j poste positse super 
solum dOminum, ut per eosdem rotulos. Et de i1js. pro 
incremento redditi Roberti Oollier pro j cotag10 s1bi 
dim1sso per rotulos curiae. 

Summa xxxvs.iijd. 

Firma Molendin1 Fullonici 

Et de xxvjd.viijd. pro firma un1us molendini fullonici 
edif1cat1 1n le Fysshouse, sic dim1ss1 ibIdem hoc anno. 

Summa xxvjs.viijd. 
Summa Totalis cum arrereg1is L li.xvs.vjd. 

Decasus Reddi t1 

E quibus computat 1n decasu redd1t1 diversarum 
terrarum et tenementorum in manu domini existentium ib1dem 
per defectum tenentium eo quod onerantur superius in diversis 
parcellis ad xl li.vs.vjd. et modo d1mittuntur tenentibus 
ibidem pro xxxvj li.xvs.jd.ob. prout patet per unum rentale 
de novo renovatum anno xjm. Regis Henrie1 Sexti, super 
hunc compotum exhibi tum et examinatum, et sic 1n decasu 
lxxs.iiijd.ob. Et in decasu redditi j tenementi 1n 
Folyfayt nuper in tenura Thome Exilby pro vjs. per annum 
et modo in tenure Henrici Brereton pro vs.per annum ad 
voluntatem domini, et sic in decasu xijd. Et in decasu 
~irmae j forgiae infra villam ibidem nuper 1n tenure 
Roberti Todd prout superius oneratae per rentale pro 
termin1s Martin! et Pentecoste huius anni xijd. Et in 
decasu fir.e j cotagil nuper in tenura Thomae Roper prout 
onerati super1us pro e1sdem termin1s, 1n manu domini 
causa praedicta cum ijd.de bone8llver - 111js.1jd de cetero 
1n tenura pro 1ij8. Et in deca8U f1rmae j cotagii nuper in 
tenura Margaretae Radclyffe pro i11js.per annum, modo in 
tenura Thomae Cottom pro termino Pentecoste pro xv1ijd. 
et sic in decaau ijs.vjd. Et in decasu firmae molendini 
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aquatic1 ad bladum ibidem 8uperiu8 onerati ad v1j li.vjs. 
v1ijd. et modo d1Ddtt1tur Thomae Lytton pro vj li.x1ijs. 
1113d. per annum et sic in decasu xiijs.ii1jd. Et in a110ca
clone :fac.ta eidem computanti de firma cui us dam tenement1 
et j claus1 nuper in tenura Thomae Browne pro vjs. per 
annum eo quod concedi tur dicto Thomae Lytton unacum f'irma 
molendini praed1ct1 sine aliquo reddito durante termino 
suo, et sic in decasu vjs. Et in decasu firme molendini 
:fullon1ci super1us onerat1 ad xxvjs.viijd. per annum in 
manu domini pro termino Pentecoste infra hunc compotum 
de:fectu reparac1onum, et sic xi1js.iiijd. Et allocatur 
e1dem pro cert1a parcellis terrae videlicet Ricardi 
Bekarton (iijd) Roberti Typlynge (vjd) et Roberti ••• (iijd) 
pro medietate 1nc1use pro uno gardino pertinenti uni cotagio 
in tenura Ricard! Holynhawe xijd. Et allocantur eidem 
pro firma j cotagii 1n tenura Beatriciae nuper uxoris 
W1IIeIuu Baynton eidem relaxata causa paupertat1s et impo
tenc1ae suae per discrecionem Aud1toris hoc anne cum 1jd. 
de bones11ver 1ijs.ijd. Et in decaau :firmae 1j acrarum 
terrae nuper in tenura Thomae Ecop iacentium incampis de 
Lynton prout oneratur per dictum rentale eo quod 1dem 
Tholllas sursumreddidit in manum domini dictas ij acras 
terrae perrotulum curiae annorum praecedentium pro 
terminis Martini et Pentecoste huius anni ijs. Et in 
decaau :f1rmae j cotagii et j gardini nuper in tenura 
WillelDd Hamerton pro ijs.ijd. per annum cum ijd. de 
bones11ver, in manu domini praeter xijd. levatoB de profici1s 
eiusdem de Willelmo Cokyll, et sic xiiijd. Et in decasu 
firmae j ootagii nuper 1n tenura Roberti Todd pro 1ijs. per 
annum, 1n manu dOmini, vast1 causa combustionis eiusdem 
per 1nf'ortuna tum 19nem 1 j anni s elaps1 s, pro terminos 
Martini et Pentecoste huius ann1 1ijs. 

Summa vj li.ijs. ob. 

Alloeaciones 

Et allocatur eidem pro expensis Johann1s B1kerton 
equitant1s de Eboraco versus Petteworthe cum quadam summa 
pecuniae domino carianda mense Decmbr1s post clausum 
compoti de termino Martini annl s~bsequentis xs. Et 
allocatur computant1 eidem pro expensis suis venient1 
usque Eboracum pro c6mpoto suo 1st1us anni reddendo per 
discrecionem AUditoris per duos dies x1jd.ob. 

Summa xjs.ob. 

Feoda 

it in feodo Johannis Robynson sibi concesso per 
l1tteram patentem domini ad terminum vitae suae percip1endi 
annuat1m de :firmis de Wodhall iuxta Spoford hoc anna ut 
in annis praecedent1bus xIs. Et in feodo Roberti White 
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cons1mil1 modo a1b1 coneesso ad terminum vitae suae per 
11tteras patentes domini perc1piendi de tirmis domini 
apud Spoftord de 3d. per diem ut pro hoc anno ut supra 
xxs.i1i3d. 

Summa 1xxs.iiijd. 

Soluta cotris domini 

Bt in solucione tacta cotris domini de exitibus 
termini Martini huius ann! per manum Johannis Morden 
per j indenturam sub signeto domini datam apud Dakenhame 
xx1iio die Decembris anna xxmo Regis Henrici Sexti, remanet 
intra Warran~um huius anni 111j 11. Et eisdem cotris de 
exitlbus eiuadem termini per manum Christoteri Spencer per 
alia. 1ndenturam sub signetodomini apud Londinium x mensis 
Marcii anno xx predicto remanet intra warrantum istius anni 
ut supra xxv3s.v11jd. Et eisdem cotris de exitibus 
eiu8demterm1n1 per a11am indenturam datam Londinii 
ij die Februar11 anna xx predicto, remanet ut supra xxs. 
Et eisdem cofris per manum Thomae Kempe de exitibus 
e1ued .. te~1ni per unam 1ndenturam sub signeto domini 
ciAtam apud Dakenham ultimo dieMaii anno xx predicto, 
remanet intra Warrantum ut supra xxxiijs.iiijd. 

Summa viij 1i. 

Liberate 

Et 1n denarl1s 11beratieJohannl Bykerton deputato 
ball1vo domini ibidem vj 11. vjs.viijd. per indenturam 
per manu. Ricardi Bykerton patris sui (xxs.) et per manum 
Thomae Pynchebeke (lx8.) pro parte cuiusdam Warranti prout 
patet per 111j indenturas super compotum 1iberatas, et 
remanet inter warrantum huius ann1 ut supra xli. vjs. 
v1iJd. Et in denar1is 1iberatis Christotero Spencer . 
supervisor1 terrae domini de exitibus receptis suis istius 
ann! ut in compoto particulari eiusdem Christoteri huius 
ann! ls. Et l1beravit domino Willelmo Spencer clerico 
Rotulorum domini in Craven de exitibus compoti sui de 
l1bera f1rDl8. 1n Illte1ey huius ann! unde idem oneratur in 
compoto suo in t1tulo de torinsecis recept1s xx1ijs. Et 
1iberav1t· praetato Christotero Spencer Supervisori etc. 
ut in tot denariis aaslgnatis domino Willelmo Normanvyle 
Dd1itl pro parte teod! sui de hoc anno ut in d1cto compoto 
auo partlcular1 plenius apparet - vij 1i.xijs.vd. 

Summa xxj 11. xijs.jd. 
S'WIIIB 0Dm1U11 allocac1onum et liberac10num xxx1x li.xvs.vjd. 
It .le debet Xj Ii. Qui onerantur in proximo compoto 
ann1 subs8quent1s in titulo arreragiis. 
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Spof':ford CUll 148mbri .• Feodarius de Sportord 

OompotU8 Roberti Barde et Johannis Wyvell Feodarii domini 

ibidem de tempore quod infra. 

Arreragia 

Nulla. 

Redditi et Firmae 

Set de xxx1ijs.1i1jd. pro reddit1s et f1rmis in 
Whitewell apud Lynton hoc anno. Et de xxvjs.viijd. pro 
firma terrarum at tenementorum in Oxton de eschaet1s. 

Summa lxs. 

Perquisita Ouriae 

Et de vilja.1i1jd. pro perquis1t1s xviij curia rum 
tentarum ib1dem hoc anno ut patet per rotulos earundem 
de amerciamentis pro def'alta sectae curiae per W11lelmum 
Farefax hoc anno. Et de xlvi1js.v1ijd. pro finibus dlvers1s 
pro secta curiae relaxanda hoc anno ut patet per rotulos 
curiae. Et de xxvjs xd. pro finibus pro respectu homagi1 
hoc anna per eosdem rotulos. et de x1jd. pro fine Jacobi 
Tollcowt8s pro probaclone aetatis suae per rotulos eur1arum 
praedictal'UIl. Et nichl1 pro relevl1s ib1dem hoc anno 
quia nulla ace1derWlt ut per eosdem rotulos. Et nichl1 
pro extrahurls hie hoc anne quia onerantur in compoto 
ball1vi de Tadcastr prout patet ibidem. Et de ixs.viijd. 
pro finlbus forinsecis brasiatorum ibidem hoc anna unde 
apud St8ynf·ordbrygge (ve.) Ilkeley (ijs.) Wansforde (v1ijd.) 
Kirkeby Ouerblowes (vjd.) Natferton (vjd.) Newton (vjd.) 
Folytatt (Diohil) et Foston (vjd.) 

Summa i11j li.xiiijs.vjd. 

Terrae in manu domini racione minoris aetatis heredum. 

Et de vjs.vi1jd. pro valore j tenementi x1ij acrarum 
terrae et prati in Tadcastr accidentium in manum domini 
ratione udnor!s aetatis Roberti fili1 et heredis Roberti 
Good;yere defunct1, qui est aetatis sex annorum prout patet 
per rotulos curiae 1n anno praecedentl, hie onerata pro 
termin1s Martini et Pentecoste infra hunc compotum, sic 
diad.aa Johanni Thurstan de Morelay durante minore aetate 
heredi. praedicti. 



·~t nichI1 reaponaum eat de c1Ijs.llljd. pro valore 
terrae at tenement! nuper Thomae Grene Iacentis in Newsome 
In Craven existentium in manum domini raclone minoris 
aetat1s Johannis tl1il et heredis praedictl Thomae defunctl, 
qui eat aetatis xxj annorum et ultra, slc dimissi Johanni 
Tempest millti ad t'irmam durante minor. aetat$ heredis 
praedicti, subaig1110 suo secundum extentam inde factam 
vel faCiendam ultra dotem uxorIs nuper praedicti Thomae 
pro teradnia Martini et Pentecoste huius annl et eo quod 
terra tuit extra manu domini causa plenae aetatls heredls 
praedicti. 

Et n1eh11 p~o custodia terrarum et tenementorum filii 
et heredls Robertl Goodyere defunctI in Craven accidenti 
in manum dominl causa minoris aetatis hered1s e1usdem eo 
quod In compoto Receptoris de Craven et dim1ttitur Ricardo 
Tempest avunculo per factum domini. 

Summa vjs.viijd. 
Summa totalis receptorum Viij li. xiiijd. 

(Note: Memorandum quod debentur domino per Johannem Tempest 
m1litem pro firma terrae et tenementi nuper Thomae 

Grene iacentls in Newsome in Craven praetato, domino 
p.r~1nent1s causa minoris aetatis Johannis tilii et heredis 
praedlcti Thomae defuncti pro iij annis praecedentibu8 de 
c11~8.11I~d. per annum sic eidem dimissi per factum 
elu$de~ domini secundum extentam inde tactam vel taciendam 
ultra dotem uxorIs nuper praedicti Thomas a retro et 
nondum soluti cum xI~s.vIIjd.de parte fi~e terrae debiti 
p~ eundem Johannem Tempest mi11tem de 1Ij anno praecedenti 
ultra soluciones et allocaeiones SUBS eiusdem anni In toto 
XTj 11. ijs. TIIjd.) 

De casus 'cum a111s solucionibus 
, b' ,'-

E quibu8 idem computat In decasu redditl domini super 
terrasdomini in Lynton voeati Whytewellfarme super1us 
onerati ad xxxiljs.iiljd. in manu domdn1 existentls hoc 
anno praeter xxvs.vil~d. levatos hoc anno de pro~iciis 
redd1t1 earundem etsic in decasu v1js.vii~d. 

it in pergameno empto pro rotu1is curiarum huius 
dominii et dominii de Topclytte ad extraeta earundem super
acriberida hoe anno ut in annis praecedentibus ijs. 

SUmma'decasuUJI et aliarum so1ucionum ixs.vi1jd. Et 
4ebet Y1~ Ii. x"s .• vjd. Et 1iberavi t sibi 1psl comptistae 
ballivo feod! de Topelyt't'e ut in compoto suo ibidem huius 
anni in titulo torinseels receptis. Et sic recessit. 
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oompotus Johannis Bykerton deputato Thomae Fynehebek 
bal11v! 1b1dem a testo Saneti Michaelis Anno xx Regis 
Henr1ei Sexti usque idem festum Sancti Michaelis extune 
sequens anne e1usdem Regis XXj scilicet unum annum integrum 

Arreragia 

Idem reapondet de ix li.iijs.iijd pro arreragiis 
ult1m1 compoti anni proxime praecedentisprout patet in 
pede eiusdem 

Summa ix Ii. iijs.iijd. 

D1.lss10 herbagii et pratorum 

It de 11js.i1jd. pro tirma herbagii j clausi intra 
paliciUll et novum atagnum ibidem hoc anno 1n tenura Wil1elmi 
To4de (xxd.) at R1card1 Bekerton (nd.) Et de i1ijs. 
~ro ~1rma herbag11 j clausi infra situm manerii ibidem 
a1c dim1ss1 camptiatae hoc anno. Et de nichil pro firma 
grangiae infra a1tum manerii ibidem quia occupatur cum 
feno et meremio domini. Et nichil pro herbagio parci 
infra Ie Neweparke at Horshouseynge quia reservantur in I 
aanu domini pro vaccaria sua cum reddito solito iiii lie per · 
annum. It nichil pro herbagio de Vivercarr cum toto II 
herbagio eiusdem quia conceditur Thomae Pynchebek ballivo 
ib1dem per 40Ddnum ad terminum vitae suae per litteras auas 
patentes datas vii~ die mensia Augusti anne xix Regia 
Henric1 Sexti oatensas et penes ipsum remanentes cum 
redd1to solito per annum xviija. Set reapondet de ijs. 
pro herbagio j clausi infra les Rayles in Donste11 Hage : I 
iacentis inter pal1c1um et stagnum ex opposi to 1e Brome1aundes:' 
aic d1m1ss1 Willelmo Galway et Roberto Bykerton per annum i,: 
1js. Et de xxiiijs. pro firma vj acrarum prati infra 1e 
llo~. a10 41ms_rum Henrico Coke et Wi1lelmo Galway 
ad term.1num vitae eorundem per rotulum curiae secundi 
ann1 p~ecedentis. Et de %%1i1js. pro firma ix acrarum 
prati in My'kelynge (xi~s) et 1e Mylneynge (xs.) ibidem 
sic oneratarum quia ~alcantur et occupantur per dominum 
W111um Plompton militem et cariantur usque P1umpton slne 
diJl1ssione a11cuius hoc anno. Et nichil pro firma j acrae 
prat1 yocatae X1ghlay acre quia dimdttitur cum caplta1i 
messuagio et responsumest inde in compoto collector1s in 
tenemento Thomae Tal1lor. Et nichl1 pro firma j c1ausi 
Intraparoum vooati Whetecrdfte quia depascltur per bestias 
de 8~urO domini. Et Dichl1 pro firma j clausl lbidem 
Tooat1 Netherlan4e 1'nt"ra par cum quia dim1ttitur cum firma 
herbag1i parc1 cum reddlto sollto xxxs.iiljd. Et de vjs. I 
T1i;14. pro ~1ra 3 parce11ae prati vocatae Ie Llttylha11eynge i 
al1a8 vocatae ParkeynSe slc dim1ssae Wil1elmo Todde hoc anno. 

Summa i11j 1i. v11js.vjd. 
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Firma Parc1 

Et de v1i;l 11. pro firma herbagii parei ibidem in 
tenura Johannis Clerke et Johannis Russell per indenturam 
inter <iomnum et 1psos tactam ad terminum x annorum pro 
v11j 11. per annum solvenda ad testa Invenc1on1s Sanetae 
Crucis et Michaelis annuat1m durante term1no praedicto 
unacum firma herbag!l de Ie Horsc1ose infra dictum parcum 
at praed1ctl tirmarii reservabunt herbagium ibidem 
sufticiena ad 4epascendas et sustentandas teras domini 
unacum uno tauro, xx vaccis de vaccar1a domini cum 
aeque1ls eorum quousque ad aetatem j anni pervenient ac 
herbaglum suff1ciens ad falcandum pro feno inde habendo 
pro beati1s tempore hiema1e sustentandis ac pascendis 
suff1cienter pro omnlbus a11is averlis at anlmallbus 
concessls per Warrantum domini qulbuscumque personis cum 
indentura data similiter annuat1m durante termdno praedicto 
41~ttent hoc termino M1chae1is in fine compot1 ix pro 
parte. 

Summa viij li. 

Al'lethorpe 

It de 111;1 1i. pro firma j tenementi et campi ibidem 
intenura Johann1s Ruasel1 per indenturam factam inter 
domnum et ipaum ad terminum vitae auae. Et niehil pro 
firma harbag11 de Arlethorpe parke ad testum Michaelis 
in fine coapot1 qu1a 1nc1ud1tur infra parcum pro bestiis 
et feris domini ibidem austentandis. 

Summa iii3 1i. 

Parquei ta Curiarum. et vendic10 bosei 

Bt de ii1j li. xva.iiijd. pro perquiaitis xvij curiarum 
tentarum ibidem hoc anno prout patet per rotu1os earundem. 
Et de 1113 1i. js.vjd.pro vendicione bosci ibidem prout 
patet pereosdem rotulos hoe anno. Et de x Ii. pro 0 
40aanz akepp •• carbon1 vocatl charcole combustis in Thack
wttbbagge in1'ra parcum hoc anna prout patet per j talliam 
inter computante et Johannem Ive factam per Ie skeppe ijd. 

Pannag1um Ixtrahurae Cokshotes Bestokes 

Et nichil pro pannagio porcorum ibidem hoc anna quia 
continentur intra perquisi ta euriarum. Et mchil pro 
vendicione extrahurarum ibidem hoc anna quia nullae aeci
derunt per eoadem rotu1os. Et niehil pro firma de lez 



Cokeahotea Beque pro Beatokes 1b1dem quia parcar1us clamat 
habere ex dono domini s1ne a11quo 1nde reddendo unde 
v1deatur quo warranto. 
Vend1cio fen1 

Et de xs. pro precio i13 ~others feni captorum per 
praeratum doDdnum W11lelmum Plompton infra grang1am maneri1 
de Spofforde ad usum suum s1c apprec1atorum super compotum. 
Vendiclo Operum 

Et de x1js.1ijd. pro precio cvj operum custuma11um 
pro ralcacionem factura et cariando feni, sic vend1torum 
tenentibus domini ib1dem per annum. 

Summa xix Ii. xixs.jd. 
Walton Hede 

Pro omnibus terris et tenementis domini in West 
Walton iuxta Spofforde !n Comitatu Eboracense cum perti
nent!is, nieh1l responsum est hic qu1a dominus ded1t et 
eoneessit amnia praedicta terrae et tenements cum 
pertinentiis Guidoni Farefax ad terminum vitae suae in 
recampensac10nem feodi sui per litteras suas patentes 
datas xv die Decembris anno regni Regis Henr1ei Sexti 
post Oonquestum xi1 penes 1psum remanent et valent xx 
marcia at' ultra. 

Summa nichil 
For1na.c. Reeepta 

It de x Ii. vjs.viijd. responsum est pro Roberto 
Rote collectore de Spofford per manus Johannis B1kerton per 
i3 memoranda (vj li.vjs.vi1jd.) per manus Ricardi Bikerton 
patrie sui (XX8.) et per manus Thome Pynchebeke (lxs.) 
computanti8 ut in compoto collectoris hoc anno. 

Summa x Ii. vjs.viijd. 
Summa Totalis cum arreragi1s Lv 11.xv1ijs.v1jd. 

Expenaa Senescall1 

E qu1bus idem computat 1n expensis cap1ta11s 
aenescall1, subsenescal11, feodar11, clerici cur1ae et 
a110rum adnistrorum domin1 ibidem ex1stentium per diversas 
vices infra tempus compoti pro xv11j cur1is tenend1s et 
a1118 negotlls domini fac1endis ut patet per rotu1os 
earundem xxx1js.jd. 

Summa xxx1js.jd. 
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Cuatae molend1norum granat1eorum et t'ullonicorum cum uno 

tenemento domini 1n Folyfatt 

:It in diversis custis et expensis factis sou repara
c10n1s et t'acturae molend1norum ~ranaticorum et t'ullonicorum 
(xvja.xjd. & v1j 11.vi1ja.xjdob.) ibidem hoc anna ut in 
stipend11s carpentariorum cimentariorum sarratorum pro 
sectione maerem11 cum cariagio eiusdem ac aliorum 
laborariorum ad idem opus conductorum cum clavis et aliis 
necessariis emptis pro eisdem operibus prout patet per 
parcellas oatensas et examinatas super hunc compotum et 
remanet intra Warrantum huius anni omnibus computat viij lie 
vs.xdob. Et solutum pro reparacione tecturae j tenementi 
domini in Folyfatt nuper in tenura Thome Exilby ut in 
tectura eiusdem cum cariagio straminis de Kirkby usque 
Folyfatt per parcellas in toto iijs.vijd. Et in diveraia 
solucionibu8 per istum eomputantem t'aotis per tempus 
eompoti per parcellss emmina taa et remanet ut supra cum 
reparaeione detectuum in manerio in toto xjs.ixd. 

Summa ix Ii. xiiijd ob. 
Ou.tao Paliei1 parei ibidem 

Et aolutum Roberto Paver et Willelmo Fletcher pro 
faetupa xlv rodarum no vi palicii circa parcum hoc anno 
eapient1bu8 pro ~ rods iiijd. xvs. Et solutum eisdem 
Roberto et W11lelmo pro remocione lxxxv rodarum veteri 
palic11 circa dictum parcum hoc anno per rodam ijd. 
xiiijs.ijd. Et eisdem reparantibus de£ectua eiusdem 
paliei1 per vj dies utroque capienti per diem iijd.-
xv1ijd. Et solutum Johanni Rudde Johanni Lemynge Roberto 
Lemynge at Ricardo Marrot pro factura xi;j rodarum fossa ti 
etp081tione eiusdem eum Wh1kt'all et remocione veteris 
palle!! et positione super dictum fossatum inter pratum voea
tum Horshouseynge et le Horshouse intra dictum parcum -
roda ad iijd. ii1js. Et solutum Roberto Lemynge 
reparant1 defeetus dieti palicil per lij dles capienti per 
diem 1113d. x1jd. Et Bolutum Johannis Clerke pro cariandis 
xxix plaustrat1s palleii ad diversa 10ea circum dictum 
pareum cap1ent1 per lodam ijd. 11js.xd. 

Summa xls.vjd. 

Ol.u8ura Coplc1arum 

Et 801utum Johanni Rudde Johanni Lemynge Ricardo 
Marrot et Roberto Lemynge reparantibus deteetus paliei1 
et halarum circa Dunstalhage intra parcum 1bidem locis 
det1cient1bue per xx dies cuillbet per diem ii1jd. 
v~s.Yi1~d. Et solutum Roberto Clay et Johannl Clay 
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reparantibus defectu8 clausi de Personhage in bosco 
for1naeco ibidem hocanno ijs.xd. Et solutum Johanni 
Rudde Johanni Lemynge Ricardo Marrot et Roberto Lemynge 
pro sustentacione les Rayles 1n Arlethorpe parke hoc anna 
per unum diem quolibet per d1em 111jd. xvjd. Et so1utum 
Roberto Paver pro sustentaoione claus1 de Whetecrofte hoc anno 
vja.viijd. Et solutum Johann! Rudde et 11j sooiis 
conductantibua pro ccxlij rod!a novae haiae circa oopioiam 
Tocatam Thackwithhagge in dicto parco 1b1dem - roda ad ijd. 
x1a.1iijd. 

Summa lvijs.xd. 
Factura de Shipburdes et Thakburdes 

Et 80lutum Roberto PaTer et soc11s auis pro 
prostracione vi1j quercorum pro Bh1pburdea at thackburdes 
1nde taciendia pecia ad 1i1jd. ijs.viijd. Et solutum 
Roberto Cotyll pro facturs cec shipburdes factorum de 
eisdem quercubua ad usum domdni 0 ad XB. xxs. Et in 
cariag10 Tj plaustratarum tablarum de parco usque manerium 
per R1cardum B1kerton xvd. 

Summa xxx11js.xjd. 

M1nutiae 

Et in expens1s Supervisoris, Audltorls et a110rum 
m1n1strorua domini existentium spud Spofforde hoc anna 
tam pro Tendicione bosci quam a11is diversis negoti1s per 
divereas v1ces. 

S1lDID8 x1ja.ijd. 
Feoda 

It in feodo Thomae Pynchebeke pro officio ballivi 
dominii ibidem et pro custodia boscorum forinsecorum 
domini1 praedicti de iijd. per d1em sibi conoessis ad 
terminum vitae suae per litteras domini patentes ut patet 
hoc anna 111j 11. xjs. Et in teodo Johannis Russell 
consimi11 modo sibi concesso ad termdnum v1tae suae per 
litteras dca1n1 patentee de ijd. per diem perc1piend1s 
de f1rm18 de Arletborpe in tenura sua pro hoc anno ut supra 
lxe~Tl1jd. Bt in teodo Johannis Clerke parcari1 parci de 
Spofford a1b1 conc.sso ad termdnum vitae suae per l1tteras 
patentee dOllini de 1jd. per diem per annum ut supra 
lxseviijd. 

Summa x Ii. x1js.i11jd. 

Alltcacl,eb.ea 
It 1n allocac1one tacta Johanni Russell de parte 

t1raae de Ariethorpe 1n tenura aua in parte solucion1s 
expen80rum 8uorum 1n otticio suo staurar1i domini 1n 
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Com1tatu Northumbrenae in compoto ibidem non allocata ut 
pro hoc anna xis.iiiJd. Et a11ocav1t e1dem Johann1 de 
parte r1rmae paroi pro tugacione diversorum bestiorum domini 
de Stauraria sua et de empc10ne apud nundinae de Rippon 
per Thomam Knapton de Spofford usque Dakenhams mense 
Octobre hoc anna ultra xiije.iiijd solutos per d1ctum 
Thomam Knapton tunc Receptori domini in Northumbria vijs.ijd. 
cum v11jd. de~1cientiis pro expens1s suis superius 
allocatis 

Summa xxvje.vjd. 
Soluciones per Warrantum 

Bt in solueione facta Thomae Pynchebeke ballivo 
1stius domini1 pro j aquQ ab ipso empto ad usum domini 
per litteram domini de warranto datam London1i sub signeto 
suo xv dieMai1 anna xx Regis praedicti remanet intra 
warl"antum huius ann! iii j 11. Et solutwn Johanni Leva ton 
de medietate firmae hu1us anni in parte maioris summae 
e1dem deb1tae per dominum pro denariis euis propriis 
accommodat1s prout patet per i1j warrants eancellata at 
remanet intra warrantum huius anni per manus Thomae 
P,ynehebeke apud Helagh per testes Christoferum Spencer et 
Johannem Russell 111j 11. vs. 

Summa vi1j Ii. vs. 

Soluciones corris domini 

Et in so1uc1one tacta corris domini de parte viij 11. 
X8 de arreragiis Roberti Coky11 pro vendicione bosci 
eidem venditi in anna praecedenti per manus Christoteri 
Spencer per j indenturam sub signeto domini datam Londinii 
x die Martii anna Reg1s Henriei Saxti remanet intra warrantum 
huius anni ut supra l1ij li. 

Et eisdem cofris de parte dietae summae debitae per 
eundem Robertum Cokyll pro eonsim11e boseo per manus Thomae 
Kempe per aliam indenturam datam apud Dakenbam sub signeto 
do~ni ultimo dieMaii anno xx praedicto remanet ut supra 
1x8. 

Et ei.dam cotris de parte precii vendicionis bose! 
pro carbonibu8 inde comburend1s in Thaekwith hagg superius 
onerata per manus Thomae Pynehebeke ballivi domini1 praed1cti 
apud Helagh mense Septembr1 per testem Chr1stoterum Spencer 
8uperv1aorem praesent1s super hunc eompotum iiij 11. , 

Summa xj li. 

L1berac1onea 
Et in denar11s Iiberat1s super compotum Christotero 

Spencer supervisori terrarum domini in Comitatu Eboracensi 
de Tendicione bosei combusti pro carbonibus in Thaekw1thhagg 



ut 1n caapoto suo particulari de hoc anno ii1j 11. 
Summa omnium a11oc8c1onum et 11berac1onum Li1j 11.x1xd. 

Et sic debentur Iv1js. 

Unde super 

Dominum W111e1mum P1ompton m111tem pro f1rma pratorum 
(xx111jS) et pro parco, i1j fother fen1 (xs.) per 1psum 
car1ati8 ex manerio domini 1bidem et pro C thackburdes 
(111js) xxxv11js. 

Et 8u~er R1cardum Wh1te (vijs.111jd.) et W111elmum 
Lees (vijs) de arrerag11s 8u1s terc11 ann1 praecedent1s 
a retro nondum solut1s x111js.111jd. 

Et super W111elmum Ynskype pro r1rma molendin1 rullonic1 
a retro nondum soluta xiijs.1iijd. 
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(c) Ministers' Accounts 1541 

CoapotUB omnium at s1ngulorum bal11vorum praepos1torum 
rirmariorum et al10rum ministrorum domini Regis omnimodorum 
castrorum domdniorum terrarum et tenementorum ac aliorum 
posseaaionum at hereditamentorum quorumcunque per dominum 
Regem de Henrico Comite Northumbrense in Com1tatu Eboracensi 
nuperius perqui81torum, compoto existenti a festo Saneti 
Michael1a Archangel1 anna XXXijO Regis Henriei Oetavi usque 
idem teatum Bancti Michaelbs extunc proxime sequens ann1 
regni eiusdem Regis xxxiij Sc1licet per unum annum 
integrum ut inferius:-

Spotrorth Collector 

Compotus Barnardi Iveson praeposit1 ibidem per dictum 
tempus. 
Arreragia 

nulla 
Liber1 Redditus 

Sed respondet de vj li. xs. de liberis redditibus 
diversorum l1berorum tenent1um domini ibidem per annum ad 
terminis Sancti Martini et Pentecoste equa11ter ut per 
rentale ib1dem remanens anna x11ij nuper Reg1s Henrie1 
Septim1. 

Summa vj li. xs. 

Redditus et Firmae 

8e4 de xxviij li.vje.jd de reddit1bus et firmis 
diversorum tenent1um ad voluntatem domdni Regis ibidem 
per annum solvendis terminis praedictis ut per rentale 
praedictum 

Summa xxvi1j Ii. vjs.jd. 
summa receptorum xxxiv 11. xvjs.jd. 

Decre.ent. reddituum 

E quibus 

Idem computat in decremento firmae unius cotagii 
ibide. Duper in tenura Willelmi Rutter pro ijs. per annum 
Et quod modo occupatur per Willelmum Woodborne pro vjd. 
per annum et 8ic in decremento per dictum tempus xv1ijd. 
Et in decremento firmae i cotagii ibidem nuper in tenura 
Cbristoreri Bracewell pro vjs.1jd. et modo dimi~titur 
ioberto Bell pro xijd. per annum et sic in decremento 
per tempus praedictum vs.ijd. Et ••• j cotagii nuper in 
tenura Willelm1 Procter vocati Pynkerton Garth ad iijs. 
1Jd. per annum et inde habetur hoc anno nisi iiijd ex 
Agneta relicts Nicolai Walker et sic ••• ijs.xd. Et ••• j 
cotagi1 Tocat1 Hamerton Garth nuper in tenura Thomae 
Bykerton pro ijs.ijd •••• prout onerati superius infra 
8 u mma. xxx11ij li.xvjs.jd. eo quod iaeet 1n manu domini 
regia totallter vastati et siC ijs.ijd. Et •• i cotag1i 
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nuper 1n tenura Johannis Exilbye pro 1js ••• per infortunatum 
ignem combusti et modo gard1num eiusdem dimittitur Johanni 
Judson pro vi1jd ••• et six xvjd. Et ••• i cotagii nuper 
Willelmi Trewlote pro ijs.ijd •••• eo quod dictum cotagium 
iacet vastatum et gardinum eiusdem dimittitur Barnardo 
Iveson pro x1jd. et sic •• xiiijd. 

Summa x111js.1jd. Et debet xxxi1ij li.xxiijd. quos 
liberav1t Henr1co Whiteronson Receptori domini regis ibidem 
de exitibus officii huiua anni tam ad diversas vices intra 
tempus huiua eompoti quam super eompotum ex recognic1one 
dieti receptoris coram auditore. 
Spottorth Otf1cium Balliv1 

Compotus Thomae Mydleton ballivi ibidem per dictum 
tempus. 
AI-rerag1a 

nulla 
Di.issio Herbagii 

Sed respondet de vj 1i.vjs.xd. de firma herbagii 
diversorum c1ausorum ibidem per annum ut ad festum Saneti 
Michaelia termino 

Summa vj li.vjs.xd. 
Firma Manerii de Arlethorpe 

Et de iii3 1i. de firma manerii de Ar1ethorpe cum 
pertinentiis sic diDdssi Johanni Canbye ad terminum annorum 
per indenturam Henriei Comitis Northumbrensis per annum 
solvendum ad terminol Sancto Martini et Pentecoste. 

Summa i11j li 

Fir .. Herbagi1 Parci 
Et de x 1i. de firma herbagi1 parei et pannagii eiusdem 

dim1ssorum Thomae Johnson mi1iti et Henrico Johnson fi1io 
suo per in4enturam domini regis nunc Henrici viij sub aigil10 
Curiae suae Augmentaeionis Revenencium Corone •• iii Augusti 
xxix anno regni sui ad terminum octaginta annorum 
Reddendum inde annustim ad festa Annunciacion1s Beatae 
Mariae Virginis et Saneti Michaelis Archangeli x lie (pro 
parco parTo de Topc1if lxvis.viijd) durante vita dieti 
Thomae Johnson et post eius mortem Henricus Johnson reddet 
xx Ii. per annum durante termino praedicto. 

Summa xli. 
Vendieio Operum 

Bt de xija.vjd.de pretio v operum custuma1ium in 
raleatura tactura et careagia feni debitorum per diversoB 
tenentes huius dominii per annum solvendum terminis 
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praedictis Et xvjli.x11js.111jd.de firma terrae de Wa1tonhede 
per annum solvendum term1n1s praedictis non respondet 
qu1a conceduntur Thomas Johnson et hered1bus su1s 1n 
perpetuum per Henr1cum nuper Comitem Northumbrensem 

Summa xijs.vjd. 
Perquisita Curiarum cum vend1c1one bosc1 

Et de lxx1xs.vijd.de perquisit1s ij visuum franc1p1egi1 
et x curiarum baron1ae ibidem hoc anno tentarum ut patet 
1n rotul1s earundem super hunc compotum ostensis et examina
tis. Et de xxs.de vend1c1one bosc1 1bidem vocst1 1e 
derefa1l hoc aano ut per bi11am inde factam et restitutam 

Summa ii1j 1i.xixs.vijd. 
Summa total1s receptuum xxv 1i. xviijs.xjd. E qu1bus 

Allocatur ei xxxvijs.v11jd.pro expensis Senesca11i 
Cler1ci curiarum ba11ivi a1iorum ministrorum domini regis 
ibidem existentium ad curias praedictas hoc anno. Et eidem 
xviijd.de amercia.ento pos1to super Johannem Wode (xijd.) 
pro licencia concordanda cum Johanne Wryghte et Edwardo 
Carre pro defectu respons1onis Thomae Herpin superius 
onerato 1n titulo perquis1torum curiarum huius anni eo 
quod dictae personae depriaverunt ante liberate exactum et 
nihil habuerunt in bon1s per quod distringere potu1t per 
aacr ... ntum dicti computatoris. Et eidem xs.per ipsum 
liberat1 pro prostracione de 1e deretal infra parcum de 
Spofforthe hoc anno tempore yerna1i infra tempus compoti 
pro sustentacione ferarum domin1 reg1s 1bidem. Et e1dem 
x11s.per 1paum .olut1 pro sex plaustrat1s feni per 1psum 
empt1s pro austentacione ferarum domini regis intra parcum 
suua de Spoftorthe tempore yerna1i proximo post clausum 
huiu8 campot!. Et 1n denariis 11beratia Henrico Whiteronson 
Receptor1 domini regia ibidem pro exitibus officii sui 
huiu8 ann! taB ad diveraas vices quam super compotum coram 
Auditore:xxij 1i.vs.vd. Et debet x1js.ii1jd. Qui al10cantur 
e1 pro tantis denariis per ipsum solut1s pro exoneracione 
diversarum sectarum prosecutarum extra Bancum domini Reg1s 
versus dictum computatorum pro bonis at cata11is Roberti 
Rowley Duper de Lynton in Comitatu Eboracensi felon1s fug1-
tiv1 Eo quod d1ctus bal1ivus computav1t de xvi1j 1i. 
x3s.de pretio bonorum diet1 Robert1 Rowley ut in compoto 
ann! prox1me praecedent1 patet - v1z. ~ro e~u1tacione 
recordi (11ijs.) pro trax10ne pIae1t1 (1js.) pro feodo 
Mag1str1 Haywode atturnati (xxd.) pro 1ntrac1one p1ac1t1 
C1erico Coronae (11js.111jd.) at atturnato domini Reg1s 
(va.) pro cogn1tione placit1 ut patet per unam bi11am 1nde 
rsstltutam. It quIetus est. 
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Lynton 

Gompotu8 Alic1ae relictae Johannis Wodeborne, prae
positi ibidem. 
Arreragia 

nulla. 
L1ber Redditus 

Sed respondet de 1xs.v11jd.de libero redditu diver
sorum liberorum tenentium domin1 regis ibidem per annum 
solveBdo ad festa usualia ut pgr rentale renovatum anno 
x11ij nuper Regis Henrici vij 

Summa ixs.viijd. 
Redditus et Firmae 

Et de xvj li.xiiijs.iiijd. de redditibus et firmis 
tenentium ad voluntatem domini regia ibidem per annum 
eolvendie terminis praedlctis ut patet per rentale supradic
tum. Et de xviijs.viijd. de exltibus terrarum nuper per 
dominum perquisltarum de Ricardo Saxton ibidem hoc anno 
non respondetur Eo quod Henricus Comes Northumbrensis 
concessit dictas terras Thomae Johnson et heredlbus suis 
imperpetuum 

Summa xvj li.xiiljs.liijd. 

Summa total1s xvIj lI.iiIjs. E quibus al10cantur 
eidem vje.v1Ij pro feodo dieti eomputator1s co1lectoris 
redd1tuum et firmarum per annum ut in praecedentibus. Et 
debet xvj li.xvijs.iiijd. Quos IIberavit Henrico Whiteronson 
receptoris domini regis de exitibus praedictls tam ad 
diveraas vices Infra tempus hu1us compotl quam super compotum 
coram auditore. Et equ1~ur. 

Officium Feodsrll de Spofforde 

Gompotus praediet! Willelmi Stapleton Feodarii ibidem 
per tempus praedictum. 

Arreragia 
Idem reddit eompotum de cvjs.xd.de arreragiis ultimi 

compoti anni proxime praecedentis 
Summa evjs.xd. 

Redditus et Firmae 

Et de xxxlijs.iiijd. de omnibu reddltibus et firmis 
in Whitwell apud Lynton solvendis etc ••• Et de KXvjS. 
vi1jd.de firmis terrarum domini in Oxton domino provenien
t1bus de eseaeta defectu heredum hoc anno ut 1n 
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praeeedentibus annis. Et de xlijs.vjd.de firma terrarum 
et tenementorum 1nAyton et Yrton iuxta Semarre in manu 
domini deven1ent1um per escaetam post mortem Henrici 
Serehe telonis attincti et suapenai hic onerata pro 
terminis Martini et Pentecostae infra tempus huius compoti 
ut patet per rentale super eompotum de anna octavo regis 
Henriei septim1. Et de xviijs.vjd. de firma duorum 
tenementorum in Bukden in Cravyn nuper per antecessores 
domini eoncessorum Henrico Leylison et heredibus suis sub 
condicione quod nee ipse Henricus nec heredes sui alienabunt 
dictas terras sub pena forisfactionis et in anna septimo re
gis praedieti seisitae in manus domini Bunt racione 
alienacione (sic) eorundem heredum facta Ricardo Tennaunte 
del byrks at Galfrido Tennaunte del Chappell hic onerate 
pro terminis Martini et Penteeostae infra tempus huius 
eompot1 ultra xvi1jd. annuatim solutos collectori de 
Riblesdale pro 11bera firma exeunti de eisdem tenementis ••• 
Et de viJ li.xviijs. de firma terrarum et tenementorum in 
Newsham in Crav,yn nuper Thomae Grene in manibus domini 
devenienti per escaetam per tempus compoti non respondetur 
eo quod heres dieti Thomae Grene elamat dietas terras fore 
suas proprias Summa vj li.xijd. 

Fines pro respectu homagii et secta curlae relaxanda 

Sed respondet de lxxvjs.de fin1bus diversorum liberorum 
tenentium domini regis pro defectu sectae curiae de 
Spof'f'orthe relaxandae quam pro respectu homagii domino 
debiti faeiendo hoc anno ut in rotulis curiae ibidem 
cont1netur 

Summa lxxvjs. *l 

Fang:f'osse ~ 
~ 

Summa x li.xs.jd. I 

Et de x 11. xs.jd.de omnibus redditibus et firmis 
terrarum et tenementorum domini regis ibidem per annum etc. 

Firmae Terrarum I .. 
Et de xv1js de firma 1j messuagiorum j toftae et 

eroftae j elausurae et 1ij bovatarum terrae cum pertlnentiis 
in HundmanbTe et j pareellae prati vocatae Thristongape in t.!~. 
man1bus dam1ni regiS aceidentium post Morten Willelmi ~ 
PerecTe militis ut escaeta Eo quod Thomas Pereye fuit ~ 
propinquus heres diet! Willelmi e1 quod dictus Thomas B 
Percye fu1t att1netus de alta prodieione Ideo omnia E 
praedicta cum e1dem pert1nent1is pert1nent domino regiS 
ut eseaeta. Et de vjs.vjd.de firma j bovatae terrae cum 
euis pertinentils in Ayton in tenura Magistri Goodyere in 
manu domini regis devenient1s in eseaeta post mortem dicti 
W1l1elmi Per eye ultra ijd solutos Wapentagio de Hang West. 
Et de 11j8.1xd. de firma j cotagii cum tofta et crofta 
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cum p.ertinentiia in Ayton in tenura Ricardi Broune in manu 
domini regia accidentia ut escaeta post mortem dlcti 
Willelml Percye ultra xxd. solutos Capellano de Ayton et 
iijd.doBdno Regi et iljd. Magistro Hayetyngee. 

Summa xxvijs.lljd. 
Et de xj li.xs.ixd.ob.de selpso computatore Feodario dominll 
de Topclit ut in compoto Ibldem hoc anno plenius 
continetur. 

Summa totalis Receptorum cum arreraglle xxxvlij 11.xje.xjd.ob. 

Resolucio Redditus 

Idem computat In reddltu resoluto domino Comitl 
Northumbrensi per manus collectoris de Poklington exeuntl 
de eisdem terrls et tenementls domini in Fangfosse 
praedicto hoc anna iijs. 
Decrementa Redd1tus 

In decremento redditus uniue cotagll in Ayton nuper 
Henrici Serche ad vs. per annum et Ij cotagiorum ibidem 
ad iiijs.vjd. per annum superius oneratl infra summam 
x1ij8. vjd. Eo quod remanent in manibue domini regis 
pep- tempus compotl pro defectu reparacionum et conductus 
Ac nullum proficuum inde habetur per sacrum computatoris 

Summa ixs.vjd. 
Feoda 

Et in toodo clerici computatoris pro scriptura et 
engrossaclone compotorum omnium ministrorum domini in 
comitatu Eboracensi computabilium slbi per eundem dominum 
concesso pro execucione eiusdem officli hoc anna 
11ijs.iiijd. 
Llberaciones Denariorum 

It in denarlls per ipeum liberatis Henrico 
WhiteroDson receptori domini regis ibidem de exitlbus 
praedictis tam ad dlversas vices infra tempus huiue compotl 
quam super compotum coram audltore •• xxx ll.xs.jd.ob. 
Summa Allocacionum et liberacionum praedlctarum xxxilj Ii. 
xvjs. xjd.ob. Et debet liij li.xvs. 
E quibus allocantur el xxvjs.vlljd.de reddltlbus et firmis 
in Oxton superius oneratls In tltulo per se Eo quod dlctae 
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terrae est1mantur fore parcel1ae domdnii de He1agh et 
Catterton quod Henr1cus Comes Northumbrensis dedit et conees
sit Thomae Wharton m11ltb et heredlbu8 suls lmperpetuum 
ut per unum warrantum xv Ju1il Anno xxvlijO regis 
praed1cti, auditori directum pro exoneraeione dietarum 
terrarum in Oxton. Et eidem xviijs.vjd.de firma ij 
tenementorum in Bokden in Cravyn prout superius onerata in 
titulo per se Eo quad Henricus Comes Northumbrensis per 
1ndenturam Busm xxv Maii Anno xxvj reg1s Henriei viij 
inter alia eoneessit et ad f1rmam dimisit maneria sua de 
Sterbotton et Bukden cum suis pertinentiis in Cravyn 
Thomae Wyndye et assignatis suis vjs.viijd. unde responsum 
est domino regi postea in compoto Col1ector1s de Langstroth 
hoc anno. Et debet xlixs.xd. 
Unde Super 

Prlorem de Gysburgh de 1ibero redditu pro j tofta 
in Walplewe ad xijd.per ipsum insoluto pro ij annis ijs. 
Chrlstoterum dominum Conyers de libero redditu suo in 
Marske ad vjd.per annum pro j tenemento quondam Thomae 
Brlthorpe et Ij acrls terrae nuper Willelmi Carter a 
retro insoluto tam pro hoe anno quam pro iij annis ijs. 

Et Occupatorem 1 messuagil eum pertinentiis vocati 
Estbye in Up1ethom j crottae vocatae Brewer crofte et 
dimidiae bovatae terrae nuper Johannis Capon ad xvjd.per 
annum insoluti pro ilj annls - iilj8. 

Prlorem de Watton de amereiamento posit8 super iEsurn 
pro fine sectae c~iae de Spofford annis xxx et xxxj 
Regis Henriei viij xd. 

Johaanem Adam pro defectu sectae curiae de Spotforde 
annis xxx et XXXjo regis praedicti vjd. ' 

Heredes Anthonii Crak de fiee pro sectae furiarum 
de Topclif at Spofforde anno xxx Henrici viij xijd. 

Mattheum Guyton (xxvs.) de relevio suo pro terris suis 
in Foston et Christoterum Hilyerd (xs.) de relevio pro 
terris suis in Awborn et Foston superiu8 oneratis inter 
arreragia XXV8. 1. 

1 P.R.O. Ministers' Accounts S C 6 4284 32/33 Hen.VIII. 
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(d) Ministers' Accounts 1608 

Compotus omnium et s1ngulorum ballivorum, collectorum, 

fir.mariorum praepositorum et a110rum min1strorum quorum

cunque omnium et singulorum castrorum dominiorum maneriorum 

terrarum et tenementorum possess1onum et revencionum 

quorumcunque tam temporal1um quam spatiosorum praenobilis 

domin1 Henr1c1 Percye Comit1s Northumbrensis, domini Honoris 

de Cockermouth at Petworth, domini Percye Lucye Poyninges 

FitzPayne Bryane et Lattimer ac praenobilis ordinis Garterii 

militis infra Comitatum Eboracensem computabilium 

existentium a festo Bancti Michaelis Archangeli Anno regni 

domini nostri Jacobi Dei gratia Anglie Francie et Hibernie 

Regis F1dei Defensor1s etc quinto et Bcocie x1i o usque 

eundem testum Sancti Michaelis extunc proxime sequens 

e1usdem ann1 regn1 Regis Angl1e etc sexto et Scocie xliio 

Scilicet per spacium unius anni integr1 ut 1nfer1us 

Domin1um de Spofforthe Officium Balliv1 

Compotus Willelmi Lawson generosi BaIlivi ibidem per tempus 

praed1ctum 

Arrerag1a Idem computator non oneratur de cxlix li.xvijs. 
1i1jd. de omnibus arrerag11s in pede ult!mi 

compot! anni proxime praecedenti eo quod do~nus per warran
tum gerens datam xij Septembris 1608 Anno vj nunc Regis 
Jacobi pred1cti mandav1t quod de nullis huiusmodi arreragiis 
oneretur. Ideo hic in exoneracione eorundem arreragiorum 
virtute warranti praedict1 Summa Nulla 
Redd1tus Liberorum tenentium Sed respondet de cxvijs.jd. 

de redditibus diversorum 
l1b.rorum tenentium domini ibidem per annum solvendis ad 
feat. ib1dem usuali.. Pro aliquo profic10 provenient! 
de tr1bus uncis cumdnae, una libra piper1s et uno paris 
calcarium deauratorum provenientibus de redditibus et 
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servieiis diversorum tenentium liberorum praedietorum hic 
non respondet eo quod liberantur Auditori domini ut parcellae 
commoditatis otticio suo pertinentes ut ab antiquo consuetum 
fu1t Summa cxv1js.jd. 
Opera Custumar1a tenentium Sed respondet de xxxvjs.ob. 

. . . provenientibus de preeio operum 
custumariorum tenantium ibidem vulgariter vocatorum Boone 
Siluer per annum solvendorum ad festum Sancti Michaelis 
tan tum Summa xxxvjs. ob. 

Herbagium Parci Et de C Ii de firma herbagii et pannagii 
parci ibidem sic dimissi Sampson Inglebye 

generoso per Indenturam praensbilis Henrici nunc Comitis Nor
thumbrensis gerentem datam vj die Jun~i Anno regni 
dominae nuper reginae Elixabethe xxxvj habendi at tenendi 
eide~ Sampson Inglebye et assignatis Buts a festo Annuncia
tionis beatae Marias Virginis tunc proxime praeterito usque 
ad finem et terminum xxj annorum, reddendum inde per annum 
ad festa Saneto Michaelis at Annunciationis equaliter 
Summa eli. 
Herbag1um de 1e Parsone Hagge Et de xvj Ii. de firme 

herbagii de Ie Farsone Hagg 
ibidem sic dim1ssi Willelmo Cheyney per indenturam prae
nobilis domini Henriei nunc Comitis Northumbrensis gerentem 
datam (blank) die (blank) agoo regni dominenuper regine 
Elizabethe praedlctae xxxix pro termino xxj annorum 
reddendum 1nde per annum ad festa praedicta equaliter 
Summa xvj 1i. 
Herbagium de Ie Bramley Hagg et Eshe Hagg Et de xxij li. de . 

firma herbagii 
duorum virgultorum ibidem vocatorum Bramlay Hagg et Great 
Eahe Hagg sio dimissorum Willelmo Lawson generoso per 
indenturam ••• nunc Comitis •••• xxiij die Februarii 1604 ••• 
pro term1no xx3 annorum ••• ad festa praedicta equaliter 
Summa xxi j Ii. 
Novi Redditus Et de xijd. de novo redditu unius domus 

eum garthino adiacenti in tenura Thomae 
Mendall ad voluntatem domini per annum solvendum ad festa 
praedieta equaliter. Et de xxs de novo redditu unius 
clausure sive parcelle terre vocatae Litle Eshe Hagg 
adiacentis pallie1am parci ibidem sic dim1aaae Johanni 
Chawabre per indenturam ••• ij Junii 1591 •• pro termino xxj 
annorum ••• Et de xxs. de novo redditu unius parcellae 
terrae vocatae Co1ebedde impruvlatae ex communa et vasto 
domini ibidem sic dim1asae Johanni Godtraye •••• anna nuper t 
reginae XXX1jo pro termino xx3 annorum •••• Et de xvjs. ~ 
vi1jd. de consimili novo redditu uniua meaauagii aive B 
tenement1 Tocati Colebedde House alias Colebedde Lodge et ~ 
uniu8 c1ausurae ibidem adiacentis continentis per estimacionem l 
11ij aeras cum pertinentiis sic dimissae Willelmo Woodborne f 
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•••• xx kartii •••• anno vO ••• Jacobi •• pro termino xxj 
annorum Summa Iv1js.viijd. 

Quarrera Lap1daria Et de xls.de firma quarrerae lapidariae 
ibidem sic dim1ssae Willelmo Parke de 

anna in annum ad voluntatem domini Et aliquo proficuo 
provenienti sive crescenti de precio aliquorum les quarre
rarum de Ie frestone and fyerstone infra Ie Southefeild 
et 1e easteteilde aut alibi infra manerium de Spoftorthe 
praedicti hic non respondet eo quod nulla huiusmodi 
proficia infra tempus huius eompoti acciderunt Summa xIs. 
Perquisita Curiarum Nec respondet de aliquo proticio prove-

nienti sive crescenti de perquisitis 
et amerciamentis curiarum infra tempus huius compoti 
tentarum. Nee de a1iguo proficio provenienti de perquisitis 
curiarum qualibet Ilj septimanis tentarum. Nee de aliquo 
proficio ••••• vocatarum Sheriffe Turnea eo quod remanent 
inco1lectae usque in. proximum compotum. Set res~ondet de 
xIs. provenientibus de viride sive grenehowe de {blank) 
tenent1bus domini infra dominium 1uxta ratam (blank) pro 
quolibet tenente prout per extracta curiae plenius patet. 
Et de aliquo proticio provenienti de profieio aliquorum 
bonorum aut catallorum waviatorum sive extrahurarum infra 
tempus huiuB eompoti accidentium hie non respondet eo 
quod nulla huiusmodi profieia per totum tempus accidebant 
ex sacramento computantis super hunc compotum. Summa xIs. 
Aucupacio et Piscaria Dominii praedicti Nec respondet de 

ali quo proficio 
provenienti de aueupacione et piscacione infra precincta 
totIU8 dominii praedicti eo quod in manibus domInI aunt 
in defectu tenentium per tempus huius eompoti Summa nulla. 
Nee de aliquo proficio ••• de precio aliquorum bonorum aut 
cata1lorum alicuius felonis attincti fugitivi aut utliga
tori. inrra tempus huius compoti accidenti eo quod nulla 
huiusmodi proficia per totum tempus praedictum aecidebant 
ex sacramento dieti computator1s Summa nulla 

Summa oneris praedicti clij Ii. xa. ixd.ob. 
Feods at Stipendia clerici, auditoris ete. Idem computat 

in reodo suiipsiul 
computatoris balliv1 ibidem ad lxs.v1Ijd. per annum causa 
ofricii exercend1 et occupandi hoc anno ut in annis 
praecedentibus lxs.viijd. 
Et in stipendio clerici auditoris scr1bendi tam hunc compotum 
quam campotum praepositi de Spoforthe et Lynton ad ijs. 
cuiuslibet eorum per annum viz. in allocacione huiuamodi hoc 
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anno vjs. Summa lxvjs.viijd. 

Alloeaeio Redditus Et in alloeacione med1etatis firmae 
novi redd1tus unius messuagii vocati 

Colebedde House superius onerati ad xvjs.viijd. per annum 
eo quod conceditur W111elmo Woodborne in consideracione 
editicand1 novum horreum super praemissa praedicta ad 
euatas suas propria. et reddendi inde pro ultima medietate 
1nfra tempus huius compoti accidenti tam ex relacione 
Thomae Fotherley quam ballivi super hunc compotum, videlicet 
in alloeaeione eiusdem hoc anno cauaa praedieta ut supra 
viijs.ii1jd. Summa viijs.iiijd. 
L1beracio Denar10rum Et 1n denariis per praedietum 

eomputator1s solutis et 11beratis 
ad manus Henriei Slyngesbye militis Reeeptoris domini 
Oomitis praed1eti de exitibus officii sui huius anni ex 
recognieione sua super hunc eompotum cx1v11j 11.xvs.ixd.ob. 
Summa allocacionum et 11berae10num praedietarum clij Ii. 
xs. ixd.ob. quae quidem summa coequa11s est cum summa 
totius oneris praedieti. 
Spottorthe, Otr1c1um Praepositi 

Compotus diet1 Willelmi Lawson generosi, praeposit1 ib1dem 
per tempus praedictum. 

Arreragia De xij li.x11s.1jd. de omnibus arreragiis in 
pede ult1m1 compot1 proxime praecedent1 Sic non 

respondet eo quod dominus per warrantum suum ••• xij 
Septemhris 1608 ••• mandavit quod nulla huiusmodi 
arreragia onerarentur. Ideo h1c in exoneraeione eorundem 
arreragiorum virtute warrant1 praedicti nulla. 
Terrae Dominicales Sed respondet de xxvij Ii. xd. de reddit-

ibus et firmis omnium terrarum domini
calium in Spoftorthe in separali tenura diversarum personarum 
per annum solvend1s ad festa Sancti Michaelis et Annuncia
tion1. Beete Mar1ae V1rginia equaliter Summa xxxvij Ii. sd. 
Redd1tu8 Tenent1um tam per 1ndenturam quam ad vo1untatem 

Bt de xxix 11. xjs.1iijd.ob. de firmds terrarum et tenemen
torum 1n .epara1i tenura diversarum personarum tam per 
indenturam quam ad voluntatem domini per annum Solvendis 
ad festa praedicta equaliter Summa xxix Ii. xjs.iiijd.ob. 

Mel~aa Et de Tj 11.x11js.11ijd. de firma duorum 
molendinorum aquat1corum granaticorum ibidem cum 

una parcella prati e1usdem pertinenti sic dimissorum 
W111elmo Laweon ~11ivo ibidem per indenturarn Henr1ci nunc 
0a.1t18 ••• xxv1i~ Juli1 1603 ••• a testa Annunciacionis •••• 
tune ultimo praeterito usque ad finem et terminum xxj 
annorum •••••• Summa vj 1i. xiija.iiijd. 
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P1str1num Commune Et de xx~8.11jd. de t1rma communis 
pistrlnl ibidem in tenura Johann1s 

Tayler de Spotforthe 81x ebdem dimiss1 per warrantum 
eOlmn118ionarii domini •• v d1e Novembris 1604 ••• pro 
termino novelll annorum •••• Summa xxjs .11i jd. 
~umma onerls praedlctl, lxx11ij 11. vjs. xd. ob. 

E qu1bus Allocatur el xjs.v1ijd. pro firma unius claus! 
vocati Horsehousewoode superius onerati ad vj li.xjs.v11jd. 
per, annum eo quod dlmittltur Willelmo Allensone reddend1 
inde nisi vj 11. per annum et sic in decremento hoc anno 
ut 1n praecedent1 Et eidem iijs. pro libero redditu unius 
parcellae terrae sive tenementi vocati Stubbins iuxta 
Castleye in tenura Willelmi Gascoigne de Calley Hall 
generoai super1uB oneratl ad ilijs. per annum eo quod 
negat Bolvere eundem pro eo quod dicit esse parcella terrae 
et posses8ionum nuper Archiepiscopi Eboracensis et sic 
in allocabiODe eiu8dem anni ut in praecedent1. Et eidem 
%vija. de incremento t1rmae cotag10rum suprad1ctorum 
donec in' proximam d1m1ssionem generalem ;.tlent eo quod 
dominus ltamandav1t ex relsc10ne Willelm1 Wicliffe armiger1 
super compotum de anno 1iij nunc regis Jacobi. Ideo hic I 
:fir_e praedictae per Leonardum Gell hoc anno Ballivo . 
1n allocacione hoc anno ultra vjs.viiid. de incremento /' 

domini soIuto.' It debet lxxij li.xi11js.ijd.ob. 
Q_08 libepav1t ad manus Henric1 Slyngesbye militis Receptor1s ) 
particular!. domini com1ti praedicti ut de exitlbus I 
otticii su1huius ann1 ex recognitione sua coram auditore 
super hunc compotum. Et si c equi tur. ! 

I Lynton ~nerium, parcella dominii de Spofforthe 1 

Compotu8 pl'ae41et1 Willelmi Lawson ballivi ibidem per 
tempus praedictum. 

Arreragia De c11js.ijd. de omn1bus arreragiis in pede 
. '_,; \ll t1m! compoti anni proxime praecedentis penden-

tibus 14e. computatsr non oneratur hie eo quod dominus 
per warraatum •• xij die Septembr1s 1608 •••• mandav1t 
quod nulla hu1usmodi arrerag1a onerantur. 

Summa nulla 
Terrae 40m1n1cales Sed respondet de xxv li.vi1js.de tirmis 

omnium terrarum dom1n1calium ibidem 
1nsepara11bus tenur1s d1ver8a~ personarum quarum nomina 
cum eorum ~rt1cul1s summis in quodam libro supervisoris 
de anna xix nuper reginae capto plenius ad largum continetur 
per .l'1nUm.sQl:rendis ad testa usualia •• 

Summa .xxv 11. viijs. 
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Redd1tu8 Tenent1um ta.,.r 1nd~nturam quam ad voluntatem. 

Et de v11j 11. XiX8.1jd. de firmis omnium terrarum et 
tenementorum 1bIdem In aeparalibus tenuris diversarum 
personarum •••• per annum solvendia ad festa praedicta 
equaliter. Et de xxs. de firma xIj acrarum terrae arrabilis 
prat1 et paatupae 1bIdem, viz. certarum parcellarum pasturae 
at prat1 Yoeata!'um Dovecote Garthe, Rowleye Garthe Coults 
Garthe at certarum parcellarum prati apud Rellbecke the hede 
of the Hol11nes at apud Willowe Springe s1c d1missarum 
Inter alIos Johanni Lawson per commds81onarium domini 
redd.ndi. Ind. per annum etc. 

Summa ix Ii. xixs.1jd. 

Novi Redd1tus mt de vs. de novo redd1tu un1us parcellae 
terrae vocatae Croseflate (11js.I1ijd.) et 

unluB parcellae vaat1 vocatae Willowe Springe (xxd.) sic 
dimiesae Johatm.1 Loskowegeneroso per comm1ssionar1um 
domini 1604 per annum solvendis etc. Et de xvii1d. de novo 
redditu eertarum selionttm terrae arrabI1Is Iacentium In 
camp1s 1uxt& Wetherb1e's1c dimssarum Roberto Peareson 
ller cOblDL1es1,onar1um domini 1604 etc. Summa vjs.vjd. 

P~rqu1sita Curiarum Nee aliquo prot1cuo provenient1 live 
;, , crescent1 de perquisi tis et amereia-

mentiscur1arum ib1dem hoc anno tentarum hie non respondet 
Eo quod onerantur in compoto ba111vi dominii de Spottorthe 
prout 1b1deu pl~n1us appa~et. 

,Summa nulla 

o SWIIIIIS oner1s praedi c t1 xxxv 11. x1i js. vii jd. QUos 
l1berav1t'ad anus Henrici Slyngeabye militis Reeeptoris 
dOll1n1 Coid.tia praedicti ut de exlt1bus officii huiua 
anni et ~ecogn1c10ne sua super hune compotum. Et sic equitur.: 

Officium Feodari! de Spotforthe 

~ C~otu. praedicti Edmund! Kaye Feoderi1 domini ibidem 
per tempus preediet1. 

, i'- • , 

Arrerag1a de xc1j li.X8.'1iJQ.~ de omnibus arreragiis in 
" ,pede ultimi compoti anni proxime praeeedenti 

pendAmt1bus 1dem computator non oneratur hie eo quod dominus 
per.warrantUm •• xi1 Septembr1s 1608 mandav1t quod de 
null!. hu1~odi arreragiis oneratur. 

SUJDIIUl nulla 
Red41tQ. 11beror~ tonentium Nee respondet de una libra 

piper1s de 1ibero redditu et 
serv1cio Johannis Scaverde Wille1mi Row1eye et Johannis 
Sm7the eo quod liberantur auditor! domini ut pareellae 
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commoditat1s dicto otticio suo pertinentes ut ab antiquo 
coneuetum tu1 t. Summa nulla. 
Sed respondet de xxxvs.xd.de tirmis diversarum parcellarum 
terrae scituatarum at existentium in Lynton in tenura 
Johannis Loskeye vocatarum Whitwell (xxxiijs.iiijd.) et 
Croked Flatte (ijs.Vjd.) sic eidem dim1ssarum per indenturam 
•••• xv1j Maii •• nuper Reglnae xxxvj pro termino xviij 
annorum •••• etc. Et de xxs. de constabulariis 
vlllarum de Lynton Follytait et Kirkebie Sicklinghall 
Caatley Leathley Askewithe Midleton et lIkely pro fin1bus 
Wapentagll slve blanche terme per annum solvendls ad festum 
Bancti Michaelis tantum. Summa Ivs.xd. 
Perguisita Curlarum Et de xv3 11.xl13s.xd. de perquisltis 

curlarum ibidem scl1icet de finibus 
pro respectu ho_gil, relaxacione sectae curiae infra 
manerium praed1ctum infra tempus huius compoti prout 
patet ln separallbus extractis tam huius annl quam dlversorum 
annorum praecedentlum plenius. Summa xvj li.xiijs.xd. 
Re1evia Et de vj li. iiljs.ljd. de releviis diversarum 
personarum sequent1um viz. de relevio Willelmi Preston 
tllii et heredis Johannis Preston et consanguinei et 
heredls Thomae Preston patris dicti Johannis pro terris 
suis in Ruston tentis de Henrico Comite Northumbrensi pro 
quinta parte unlus teodl militis xxs.: de relevio Thomae 
Grymston armigerl tratri,s et heredis Marmaduci Grymston 
militi. defunctI pro terris suis in Goodmadham Kibllngcotts 
et Cloughton de dicto Comite Northumbrensl tentis per ser
vlclum undue feodl mil1tls Cs.: de relevio Martini Megson 
ln lure uxor!. auae tiliae et heredls Thomae Tathwell 
patrle aui nuper defuncti pro terris suis in Nafferton de 
praedicto Ooatte tentls pro xxxvj parte unius feodi militis 
i38 1xd.qr. it de relevio Willelm1 Wade filii et heredis 
Thomae Wade nuper defuncti pro terris suis in Foston tentis 
de antedlcto Comite pro lxxj parte unius feodi militis 
xvjd ob.q. ut per extractas curiae de Spofforthe praedictas 
patet. Summa vj.li. iiijs.i3d. 
Maritagia Et de cs. pro custodia et valore meritagii 

Roberti Waugh filii et heredis Willelmi Waugh 
defuncti pro terris et tenementis suis in Wandesforthe de 
dicto Comite Northumbrensi tentis per servicium et modo 
Zmottae Waughe vendi tis. Et de x li. pro custodia et 
valore maritag!i Willelmi Williamson filii et heredis 
Johann1s Williamson defuncti pro terris suis In Over 
Catton at Newton •••• per servicium militare et modo 
cuidam Chrl$to:t'ero Horsley vendltis. Et de x li. pro 
custodia etc. (blank) Cobbe fili (i) et heredis (blank) 
Cobbe defunct! pro terris Buis in Foule sutton de supradicto 
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Oom1te tentis per servicium militare et modo Isabellae 
Cobbe lure suo vend1t!s prout patet per extractss curiae de 
Spotorthe planius. Summa xxv Ii. 

Summa oneris praedicti 1 li.xiijs.xd. E quibus 
Allocantur ai xxs. pro redditu resoluto domino Reg! per 
manus vicecomitis Comitatus praed!ct1 extra diversas 
villas supradictas vocato Blancheterme alias Wapantake 
fynes hoc anno ut in praeeedentibua. Et debet xlix 11. 
xiija.xd. E quibue liberavit ad manus Henrie! Sling!ebye 
militia Reeeptoris domtni Comitatus praedieti ut de exitibue 
otticii sui huius anni ex reeognicione eua super hunc eompo
tum xxiilj Ii. vija.iiijd.ob. Et debet xxv Ii. vjs.vd ob. 
Unde super Thomam Grymston armigerum tratrem et heredem 

Marmadue1 Grymston militia pro relevio suo post 
mortem diet! tratris sui pro terria suia in Goodmadham 
Kiblingcottes et Cloughton de Henrico etc tentis ••••• in 
manibus suis remanet adhue insoluto. 

Os. 
Et super Emetam Waughe viduam Roberti Waughe pro medietate 
custodiae et valoris maritagii dieti Roberti filii sui 
vendlta et in manibus suis remanet ultra Ls. teodario 
domini hoc anno solutos. 

Ls. 
Et super Isabellam Oobbe viduam pro medietate custodiae 
et valoris mar1tagii (blank) Cobbe till (i) su (1) sibi 
vendi ta etc Cs. 
Et super diversos liberos tenentes pro amerciamentis 
super eos impositis quia non tecerunt sectam et servic1a 
sua ad curiam dominii de Spofforthe et in manibus suis 
remanent etc. ut per extractas curiae •••• patet xij li.xvjs. 
vjd. 

1 

1 Pet MS.MAC.D.9.27. 6 Jac.I. 
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