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Appendix A: Chronology of Korean History 

Date Events 

2333 B.C. The foundation of Old Joseon 

4th century 
Fonnation of Buyeo 

B.C. 

108 B.C. The fall of Old Joseon 

Multi-States Period (proto-Three Kingdoms) 

57 B.C. Fonnation of Silla 

53 B.C. Silla built a palace in the capital 

37 B.C. Fonnation of Goguryeo 

34 B.C. Goguryeo built a palace in its capital city 

18 B.C. Fonnation of Baekje 

A.D.3 Goguryeo transferred the capital to Gungnae Fortress 

42 Gaya Federation is established 

342 Goguryeo built a new palace in Winaam Fortress 

372 Buddhism authorised in Goguryeo 

384 Buddhism authorised in Baekje 

427 Goguryeo built the Anhakgung palace 

475 Baekje transferred the capital to Ungjin 

527 Buddhism authorised in Silla 

537 Baekje transferred the capital to Sabi 

562 Gaya Federation was destroyed by Silla 

586 Goguryeo transferred royal court to Jang-an Fortress 

660 Baekje was destroyed by Silla with Chinese help 

668 Silla conquered Goguryeo with Chinese help, finally unifies 
three kingdoms 

674· The East Palace was built 

676 Unified Silla expelled Chinese troops from its territory 

698 Balhae was established in fonner Goguryeo territory 

Appendix A 

Dynasty 

Old Joseon period 
(2333 - 108 B.C.) 

Three Kingdoms 
period 

(57 B.C. - 668 A.D.) 

Uinified Silla 
Dynasry and Balhae 

(668-935) 
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892 Emerging Late Baekje Uinified Silla 
Dynasry and Balhae 

901 Emerging Late Goguryeo (668-935) 

918 
Geon Wang overthrown Late Goguryeo and Establishes Goryeo 
Dynasty 

926 The fall of Balhae 

935 Goryeo destroyed Silla 

936 Late Backje was destroyed by Goryeo 

958 Launch of the civil service examination system 

1126 Vi, Ja-gyeonm's rebellion 

1135 Myo, Cheong's rebellion Goryeo Dynasty 
(918-1392) 

1170 
Military coup of 1170, inauguration of the era of military 
dictatorship 

1196 Start of military dictatorship by Choi family 

1231 First Mongol invasions 

1232 The royal court was moved to Gangwha Island 

1270 
Goryeo court surrendered to the Mongolian Empire, Yuan 
dynasty; the end of military dictatorship 

1388 Turnabout from Wihwa Island by General Seong-gye Yi 

1392 The Joseon dynasty was founded by General Seong-gye Yi 

1395 The completion of main palace Gyeongbokgung 

1405 The completion of auxiliary palace Changdeokgung 

1443 Invention of Hanguel (Hunminjeongeum), Korean alphabet 

1484 
The completion of auxiliary palace Changgyeonggung for 
queens 

1498 Muo Sahwa, the first 1iterati purge 
Joseon Dynasty 

(1392-1897) 

1504 Gapja Sahwa, the literati purge of 1504 

1519 Gimyo Sahwa, the literati purge of 1519 

1545 Ulsa Sahwa, the literati purge of 1545 

1592 Japanese invasion (-1598: Imjin War) 

1593 
The designation of a new palace, Gyeongungung as a temporary 
palace 
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1616 The completion of auxiliary palace Gyeonghuigung 

1627 Manchu invasion 

1636 The second Manchu invasion 

1785 The first Christian church was set up secretly 

1791 Sinhae bakhae, the first persecution of Christians 

1866 French disturbance of 1866 (Byeongin yangyo) 

1871 US disturbance of 1871 (Sinmi yangyo) 

1876 Joseon opened her ports to the world, signing the Treaty of 
Kanghwa with Japan 

Military Mutiny of 1882 (Imo gullan); the commercial treaty 
1882 with the UK was signed; also the Treaty of Amity and 

Commerce with USA. 

1883 The establishment of the British Legation 

1884 The Gapsin coup in 1884 (Gapsinjeongbyeon) 

1886 Byeongin bakhae, the ninth and last persecution of Christians 

1887 The first Korean legation in Washington is opened 

1894 The Donghak Rebellion; Gabo gaehyeok (1894 Reform); Sino­
Japanese War 

1895 Brutal assassination of Queen Myeongseong (Eulmi sabyein) 

1896 King Gojong moved to Russian Legation (Agwan pacheon); The 
establishment of Independence Club 

1897 The Great Han Enpire is declared by King Gojong; Kwnagmu 
Reform 

1902 Anglo-Japanese Alliance 

1904 
The Russu-Japanese War; Korea signs the Korean-Japanese 
Protocol Agreement 

Taft-Katsura Secret Agreemen; Treaty of Portsmouth; 
1905 Protectorate Treaty with Japan (Eulsajoyak), consigning 

diplomatic power 

1907 
Korea Japan New Agreements (Jeongmi 7 joyak: it was a 
preparatory step for Japan's colonization of Korea in 1910) 

1909 Giyugakseo (a note on consigning the judicial power to Japan) 

1910 Japan's annexation of Great Han Empire 

1919 March First Movement 
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Joseon Dynasty 
(1392-1897) 

Daehanjeguk 
(Great Han Empire: 

1897-1910) 

Japanese Colonial 
Period 

(1910-1945) 
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1937 The outbreak ofSino-Japanese War and World War II 

1945 The restoration of independence 

1945 Sintaktongchi (-1948: Trusteeship by the allied power proposal) 

1948 Republic of Korea proclaimed, the First Republic (-1960) 

1950 Admission to UNESCO; The outbreak of Korean War 

1953 The armistice of Korean War 

1954 Establishing UNESCO-Korea 

1960 The April 19 Revolution, the Second Republic (-1962) 

1961 Military coup by Gen. Park, Chung-hee; The foundation of the 
Office of Cultural Properties (OCP) 

1962 The enactment of the Cultural Properties Protection Act; launch 
of the Five Year Economic Development Plan 

1963 The Third Republic (-1972) Park, Chung-hee inaugurated as 
President 

1965 ROK-Japan Treaty of Basic Relations 

1969 The establislunent of the National Research Institute of Cultural 
Heritage 

1971 Launch of the New Community Movement; and Gyeongju 
Overall Tourism Development Plan 

1972 

Introduction of the Yusin Constitution (the Forth Republic); The 
establislunent of the Institute of Landscape Architecture; Launch 
of the first 10-year Comprehensive National Development Plan 
(CNDP) 

1973 The establislunent of the department of landscape architecture in 
universities; Launch of the ten-year Afforestation Plan 

1974 The establislunent of the Korean Landscape Development 
Corporation as a quango 

1979 President Park assassinated 

1980 Martial law; Military coup by Gen. Chun, Doo-hwan 

1981 The Fifth Republic (-1988) Chun, Doo-hwan inaugurated as 
President 

1982 The establislunent of Korean Garden Society; launch of the 
second 10-year CNDP 

1986 Seoul Asian Games 

1987 Constitutional revision-adopts a direct presidential election 
system with one-term presidency 
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1988 

1991 

Start of the ROK's Sixth Republic (1988-1993); Seoul Olympic 
Games; the acceptance of the World Heritage Convention 
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage 

South and North Korea join the United Nations; launch of the 
local autonomy system 

1992 Launch of the third 10-year CNDP 

1993 Start of Kim, Young-sam's Civilian Government (-1998) 

Three sites in Korea inscribed on the World Heritage List as 
cultural heritage for the first time: Seokguram Grotto and 

1995 Bulguksa Temple; Haeinsa Temple Janggyeongpanjeon and the 
Depositories for the Tripitaka Koreana W oodblocks; and 
Jongmyo (the Royal Ancestral Shrine) 

1996 South Korea admitted to Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

1997 

International Monetary Fund intervenes to counter ROK 
economic collapse; the designation of 1997 as the Year of 
Cultural Heritage and proclamation of the Cultural Heritage 
Charter; two cultural heritage sites, Changdeokgung Palace 
Complex and Hwaseong Fortress, inscribed on the World 
Heritage List and Joseon Wangjosillok (the Annals of the Joseon 
Dynasty) and the Hunmin Chongum Manuscript registered in 
the Memory of the World Register 

1998 Start of Kim, Dae-jung's Government of the People (-2003) 

ICOMOS-Korea: a national committee of the Republic of Korea 
1999 established; the OCP was upgraded to an independent agency as 

namely the Cultural Properties Administration 

2000 

2001 

2002 

The establishment of Korean National University of Cultural 
Heritage with the department of Traditional Landscape 
Architecture; the establishment of the National Trust of Korea as 
an NGO; Gyeongju Historic Area and Gochang, Hwasun and 
Ganghwa Dolmen Sites inscribed on the World Heritage List as 
cultural heritage 

Baegun hwasang chorok buljo jikji simche yojeol (the second 
volume of' Anthology of Great Buddhist Priests' Zen 
Teachings') and Seungjeongwon Ilgi (the Diaries of the Royal 
Secretariat) registered in the Memory of the World Register; 
Royal Ancestral Rite and Ritual Music in J ongmyo Shrine was 
proclaimed as UNESCO Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity 

Korea and Japan co-hosted the football World Cup; launch of 
the fourth CNDP (2002-2020); launch of the New Town 
Development Project 

. Start of Rho, Mu-hyun's Participatory Government (-2008); The 
2003 Pansori Epic Chant was proclaimed as one of UNESCO's 

Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity 
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ICOMOS-Korea reorganizes in the fonn of an incorporated 
body; the change of the Korean Garden Society to the Korean 

2004 Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture; the English 
name of the CHA was changed to the Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

Gangneung Danoje Festival was proclaimed as a UNESCO 
2005 Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity 

2006 The enactment of the National Trust Act for Cultural Heritage 
Natural Environment Assets 

2007 

The enactment of the Landscape Law; the establishment of the 
National Trust for Cultural Heritage and the National Nature 
Trust under the provision of the National Trust Act as a quango; 
Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes inscribed on the World 
Heritage List as natural heritage and two records, printing 
woodblocks of the Tripi/aka Koreana and miscellaneous 
Buddhist scriptures, and Uigwe: the Royal Protocols of the 
Joseon Dynasty registered in the Memory of the World Register 

2008 Start of Lee, Myung-bak's Government 
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\ 

Appendix B: Glossary of Korean and Chinese Terms 

Revised 
McCune- Hangul Hanja Notes 

Romanization 
Reischauer (Korean (Chinese 

Translated in English 
(variant) Character) Character) 

On the Love of Lotus is Zhou 
Aeryeonseol Aery6ns61 o~ ~ '\i ~rUt Dunyi (Jil:ft~: 1017-1073)'s 

essal::. 

Anchae Anch'ae oJ-j)j P':J-t- The inner quarters of a house, for 
women and children. 

Anhakgung Anhakkung ~~-a-
Royal palace of Goguryeo 

~~1: Kingdom for the third capital, 
built in 427. 

Baduk Paduk 1:1}~ Japanese: Go and Chinese: Weiqi. 

Baekje Paekoche '<!IJ~1 1i~ 18 B.C.-A.D. 660. 

Balhae Parhae 1:IJ-tIJ it»~ 698-926 

Bichon BichOn 1:Il~ ;jUt Waterfall. 

Clear supernatant made from 
Bisu Bisu 1:114 Jle7j<. excrement in water to enable the 

nutrients to soak out. 

Bukhagui Bukhagui ~~~ :I'""'tl Discourse on Northern Learning: 
late 18th century. 

Byeolseo By61s6 ~"i ~IJ~ Country retreats. 

Byeongin yangyo Py6ng'in yang'yo 'l!<>J0J..s. rlj1i~a: Foreign disturbance of 1866. 

Changdeokgung Ch'angd6kkung ~.}~ -a- ~-tt1: 
Auxiliary palace in Joseon 
dynasty, completed in 1405. 

Changgyeonggung Ch'anggy6nggung ~'}:>J -a- ~-tt1: A Joseon dynasty palace. 
palace 

Cheong Wa Dae Ch'6ng Wa Tae ~*IJ *~i-
The office of the President of the 
Republic of Korea. 

Cheonmin Ch'6nmin ~"J ~~ 
Low-born people including 
slaves. 

Chwalyosinseo Chwairyosins6 ~..s."J "i 
A husbandry book written by 

.~~ ... Heung-saeng Pak in the early 15th 

centu!1. 

Chybyong Chwipy6ng i}J'l! .Al Quickset screen. 

Daehanjeguk Taehan cheguk ;!J ~~-=t :k..*Wl Daehan Empire: 1897-1910. 

Daedong sagang Daedongsakang ;!J -%"}::>.} :k.*-~*" 
History book written by Kwang 
Kim published in 1929. 

Dang Tang "cl- :l' Formal Hall. 

Deoksugung Wksukung ~4-a- -tt.1: The former Kyoungungung 
Palace. 

Dokniphyeophwoi Tokniphy6phwoi ~i'HIJl .J)3:.~'" Independence Club. 

Dongguk isanggukjip 
Tongguk Yi sangguk -!-=t"I".}-=t"J *-Wl.f~~Wl. 

Collected Works of Minister Yi of 
chip Goryeo: 1241. 

Dongmunseon Tongmuns6n -!{f'lj *-:t.il Anthology of Korean Literature: 
1478. 
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Dongnipsinmun Tongnipsinmun ~i1;l""J~ ~.:UIT!IIl The Independent (1896-1899). 

Eulmi sabyein Ulmi sabyOn v"l .... }~ z:.~.~ 
Brutal assassination of Queen 
Myeongseong in 1895. 

Eulsajoyak Ulsachoyak v .... }~~ z:.e.+*f.J Protectorate Treaty in 1905 with 
Japan. 

Gabo gaehyeok KabokaehyOk --J ~'~!1 !f1Lf~:f 1894 Reform or Gabo Reform. 

Gapsinjeongbyeon Kapshinjongbyon --J .... J~~ !f1Vift~ The Gapsin coup in 1884. 

Geomungo KOmun'go ~~2. 
A Korean zither-like instrument 
with six strings. 

Geum Fortress was the capital 
Geum-seong KilmsOng -%1l .j:h». city of Silla dynasty (modern 

G~eon~u, South Korea). 

Goguryeo (Koguryo) KoguryO 2.-T~ ~~,a 37 B.C.-A.D. 668. 

Goryeo KoryO 2.~ jij,a 918-1392. 

Goryeosa KoryOsa 2.~ .... } ~,a~ History of Goryeo: 1451. 

Goryeosa jeoryo KoryOsa chOryo 2.~""HI J!. jij,a3t&P~ Condensed History of Goryeo: 
1452. 

Gungnae Fortress was the second 
Gungnae-seong KungnaesOng -=t-lJ1l ilJl<Jh». capital of Goguryeo (modern 

Ji'an Province in China). 
The civil service examination 

Gwageojedo kwagO chedo ;;t}~~l~ # •• 1~ system from Gpryeo dynasty to 
Joseon d:t!!as~. 

Gwangmugaehyeok K wangmukaehyOk llJ-~'~ !I 7I:.j\~:f Kwangmu Reform in 1897. 

Return to Hometown, Tao 
Gwigeoraesa KwigOraesa ~~~ .... } ff**-~ Yuanming ()lj;Ji*~ a.n: 365-427)'s 

ballad. 

Gyeokgu kyOkku ~-T .it A horse-riding ball game. 

Gyeongbokgung Kyongbokkung :>J'*i" !"",t' Main Joseon dynasty palace. 

Gyeongmu1chiji KyOngmul ch'iji ~Y~l~l ~#Jft~ 
When the principle of things is 
investigated to a termination, 
knowled~e is come. 

Gyeongungung KyOngunkung :>J~i" &i!t' A Joseon dynasty palace, later 
became Deoksugung palace. 

Gyeonghuigung palace KyOnghilikung :>J!li" &~t' A Joseon dynasty palace. 

Haengrangchae Haengnangch'ae t~ P;f jJj fT.~ The servant quarters in house 

The Korean national phonetic 
Hangeul / Hangul Han'gill ~7 alphabet, hangul fmds recognition 

in the Oxford En~lish Diction~. 

Husamguk Husamguk ·:PJ-=t fI.'='fiI 
The Later Three Kingdoms (892-
936). 

Hwaamsurok Hwaamsurok Jl.°J4~ :f~~ •• The commentaries on flowers 
written by Pak Yoo (1730-1787). 

Hwangudan Hwan'gudan ~-T~ (~-T~) IllJi.Jt The New Altar of Heaven. 

Hyanggyo Hyanggyo tJ' .ii!. ~~ Public academies. 
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Imo gullan Imo kullan oJ,j.~?d- -:t--f--'-lI.. Military Mutiny of 1882. 

Sixteen Treatises on the 

Imwon gyeongjeji ImwOn kyOngjeji °J~~~l:.t:l #.1IIg.iill:t Development of Nature and the 
Comforting of the People: early 
19th century. 
The Miscellaneous Examination 

Jab-gwa Chapkwa :.t:J~ ## is one of subjects in the Civil 
Service Examination. 

Jae Chae ~ • Studio. 

Jangan Fortress is the forth but 

Jangan-seong ChangansOng ",}oJ.oIJ -k~Jilt 
last capital of Goguryeo built in 
552 and moved in 586 (the 
modern North Korean ca~ital). 

Jangchungdan Changch 'ungdan "'}~'i! .#t.t~ 
The Altar to the memory of the 
Cabinet members and soldiers 
killed b:t Ja~anese troo~s in 1895. 
The body charged with managing 
the royal gardens, fruit gardens 

Jangwonseo Chang'wOnsO ".}~ -1-] :fft:l- and cultivating flowering plants in 
the Joseon dynasty. The name of 
body was changed from 
Sangrimwon in 1466. 

Jeongbo Sallim CMngbo sallim -'6-.!i!. .... J~~~l Jf~~#.g.iill 
Revised Farm Management: 

gyeongje kyOngje 1766. 

]eongja CMngja 11 :.t:} :f7- Pavilion. 

The Composition Examination is 
]esul-gwa Chesulgwa ~1i"~ ~i!# one of subjects in the Civil 

Service Examination. 

Jibongyuseol JipongyusOI :.t:H"*~ ltltMllt Topical Discourses of Jibong: 
1641. 

]olbon Cholbon i"~ +*- The first capital of Goguryeo, 
modern Mt Wunu in China. 

Jongmyo Chongmyo ~..R. *~ Royal Shrine of Joseon. 

]oseon 
ChosOn (Choson, ~1j i'l.tf 1392-1897. 
Chosun, JosOn) 

]oseon wangjo sillok 
ChosOn wangjo 

~1j%~""J~ fJJ.tflfJJ". The Annals of the ]oseon 
sillok Dynasty: 1392-1863. 

Jujahak Chujahak "'!fA t}- *7-" 
Learning of Zhu: the one of Neo-
Confucianism formulated by Zhu 
Xi in Song d~as!:t, China. 

Jurye Churye 4~1 )!Jf.t Rites of Zhou. 

Lu Ru -f • Two-storey belvedere. 

Manwoldae ManwOI-tae 'tl-~tIJ i;\iJH: Full Moon Palace; Main palace in 
Goryeo dynasty. 

Zhu Xi's achievement of the 

Muijeongsa MuicMngsa ~ol~""} j\~~* 
secluded life in nature which was 
a Utopia to the literati of the 
Joseon dynas!:t. 
The Classics Examination is one 

Myeonggyeong-gwa MyOnggyOnggwa ~~~ Il}]g.# of subjects in the Civil Service 
Examination. 
The body charged with managing 

Naewonseo NaewOnsO '-IJ~-1i rJlII:I- the royal gardens in Goryeo 
d~as!:t. 

Nongsaj igseol Nongsa chiksOI ~A~~ _.illlt Plain Words on Agriculture: 1429. 
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Nongsangjibyo Nongsangjibyo ~.AJ-"J J!. .lA~-* 
Introduced husbandry manual 
from Yuan dynasty: 1286. 

Ondol Ondol ~-f i:.1! 
Korean under floor heating 
system, ondol finds recognition in 
the Oxford En~lish Diction~. 

Pungsu / Fengshui P'ungsu -a-4 Jll.7J<. Geomancy. 

Sadaebu Sadaebu .Al tIl-'t ±:k.A. The literati officials. 

Saekyeong SaekkyOng ~:.>J ~$1 Manual on Farming: 1676. 

The Four Gracious Plants: plum 

Sagunja Sakunja .... l~)Cl l!!lg.:r blossoms, cultivated or wild 
orchids,chrysanthernurns,and 
bamboo. 

Sajikdan Sachiktan .... l~~ f!.;flJt The Altar for the State Guardian 
Deities. 

Sallim gyeongje Sallim kyOngje .... Jra:.>J~l J./#,$1ij!f Farm Management: early 18th 
century. 

Samguksaki Samguksaki .A,}-=t .... l~ 1 ;'liI~~ 
Historical Record of the Three 
Kingdoms: 1145. 

Samgukyusa Samgukyusa .A,}-=t-llA ;'liIa~ 
Memorabilia of the Three 
Kingdoms: 1281. 

Sangayorok Sangayorok .... J~lJ!.~ J./~-t-. Advice on living in the 
countryside published in 1450s. 

Sangmin Sangmin .AJ-tlJ 'fJ;\ Commoners. 

Sangnimwon SangnimwOn .AJ-ra ~ J:.#'III 
The body charged with managing 
the royal gardens in the early 
reriod of the Joseon d~as~. 
The section of the royal 

Saposeo Sap'osO .... l~-li ~1I:i 
household in charge of growing 
vegetables and crops in the Joseon 
dynas~. 

Sarangchae Sarangch'ae .... l~lIJ ~ • .tf The outer quarters of house, for 
the men of the family. 

Saryunjeong SaryunjOng .... l~'1l l!!lifi.:f A special mobile pavilion on four 
wheels designed by Gyu-bo Yi 

Seodang SMang -li "J- .:t Private elementary tutorial 
schools. 

Seohak SOhak -li!} ~" Western Learning. 

Seonggyun-gwan S6ng-gyun'gwan ~-a~ ~~n The National Confucian College 
in Joseon dynasty. 

The faith in human immortals: 
Seon gyo S6n'gyo 1j.;i!. 1~~ indigenous ideological and 

reli~ious framework. 

Seongnihak SOngnihak ~2.J!} '!i.J.!" Neo-Confucianism. 

Seowon s6w6n -IHl .. ~ Private academies. 

Seoyu gyeonmun S6yu ky6nmun -li"*~~ ~i!1JL5/J 
Observations on a Journey to the 
West. 

Silhak Sirhak .AJ !} ... " Practical Learning. 

Silla Shilla .... J 2.J. ilrll 57 B.C.-A.D. 935. 

Sinheung Sadaebu Shinhung sadaebu .... J -t .... ltll-'t iIr~±:k.A. New literati officials. 
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Sinmi yangyo Shinmi yang'yo .... J"loJ..s. -+*-)f4t Foreign Disturbance of 187l. 

Sinsa yuramdan Shinsa yuramdan .... J .... Hl·~"d- *+±~~1Il Courtier's Observation mission. 

Sohak Sohak ~~ .j,* Elementary Learning. 

Agriculture and Forestry School 

Suwon Nonglim SuwOn 
4~*~~..ii!. *ijt.#.*~ 

in Suwon, established in 1906 as 

hakgyo nongnimhakkyo the first modem school to teach 
horticulture. 

Tapgol gongwon T' apkolgongwOn ~~-%1:1 ~~III Tapgol Park. 

Towu T'ou Ji...!f .:1--* Kinds of cob house. 

Uigwe Uigwe ~~l 1l.tJt. The Royal Protocols of the Joseon 
dynasty. 

Wanmulsangji Wanmulsangji ~T""'}~l Jit4hlll:t Being addicted to things that 
cause that the will is damaged. 

Winaam Fortress was a few miles 
away from Gungnae Fortress, 

Winaam-seong WinaamsOng ~'-l-0J~ .ft}Jf$"J~. built A.D. 3 in a time of war, 
modem name is Hwando, Wandu 
in Chinese. 
Wol Fortress is another fortress of 

Wol-seong WOlsOng '\l~ JlRll. Silla built in 101 and built east 
palace there with royal garden 
known as Anal?ji. 

Wonji WOnji 1:1 ~l lIIi1!!. Pond in garden or garden pond. 

The professional gardener in 
1:11 Wonjeong WOnjOng lilT Naewonseo in the Goryeo 

d~as~. 

Yangban Yangban oJ'fr RiJJjI Civilian aristocratic caste. 

Yanghwasorok Yanghwasorok 0J!}~~ 416·Hl Short record on growing flowers: 
1474. 

Yeongseonsa YOngsOnsa ~ 1j .... l- -fJii!~ 
Emissary Dispatched to Qing 
dynasty. 

Illustrated record ofYongmun 

Yongmunjeongsadogi YongmunjOngsadoki ~~1""l-.s.~1 ft.x*!1tIl~ Cloister written by Gwang-il Park 
{1655-l723}. 

Yugu Yuku 411- a. Archaeological remain. 

Yugyeong gongwon YugyOnggongwOn ~~-%1:1 "t~~~ 
The Royal English School 
established in 1886. 

ZhuXi Chuhui 2f~ *'* 
Chinese Confucianist (1130-
1200). 

Zujaeoryu (Zhuziyulei) ChujaOryu 2f~}oJ "* *,-f'iUi The Analects of Zhu Xi. 
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Appendix C: Plants Tables in Korean Classics 

Tables 1 to 10 provide lists of plants described in several ancient Korean classics written 

between the 12th and 18th centuries. Plants names in tables 1 and 2 are taken from books which 

cover Korean history from the 1st century B.C. to the end of the 14th century. Table 1 lists 

plants of the Three Kingdoms period, taken from Korean Traditional Landscape Architecture.} 

The list in Table 2 is based on the research of Young-hwal Yoon,2 who surveyed plants in the 

time of the Goryeo dynasty. Tables 3 to 10 are based on a husbandry book and encyclopedia 

published in the time of the Joseon dynasty. 

The order of the plants listed in each table is based on the order of those original texts in which 

they have been found. The original Chinese plant names have been matched with current 

scientific names using the following sources: Tchang-bok Lee, Illustrated Flora of Korea 

(Seoul: Hyangmunsa, 1980); Woo-cheol Lee, Standard Illustrations of Korean Plants (Seoul: 

Academic Publishers, 1996); 'The Korean Plant Names Index' from the Korean National 

Arboretum in cooperation with Korea Forest Service (http://www.koreaplants.go.kr:91011); 

WaIter Erhardt (el.), Zander: Dictionary of Plant Names (Stuttgart: Eugen Ulmer GmbH & Co., 

2000) and 'The International Plant Names Index' (http://www.ipnLorg/index.html). Some 

original plant names have been with their generic name only where their specific name is 

unknown, for example XXX spp. Those plants which it has not been possible to identify, are 

noted as 'unidentified species' in the space for their Latin name. 

} Jae-hoon Chung, Korean Traditional Landscape Architecture, (Seoul: Daewonsa, 1998), pp. 460-464. 

2 Young-hwal Yoon, 'A Study on the Garden in Goryeo Dynasty', Journal o/Korean Garden Society, 114 
(1985), pp. 371-376. 
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Table 1. Plants listed in Samguk sagi (History of the Three Kingdoms) & Samguk yusa 

(Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms) which covers Korean history from 57 B.C. to 918. 

Scientific Name Chinese Name used in text 

Zelkova serrata Makino 

Sophora japonica L. 

Salix koreensis Anderss. 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. f.) Nakai 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andrews 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Prunus salicina Lindl. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Cornus officinalis Siebold & Zucc. 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 

Rhododendron schlippenbachii Maxim. 

Thea sinensis L. 

Panax ginseng C.A.Mey. 

Prunus armeniaca L. 

Ginkgo bi/oba L. 

Morus alba L. 

Betula schmidtii Regel 
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Table 2. Plants list for the Goryeo dynasty, from 918 to 1392. 

Scientific Name Chinese Name used in text 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Juniperus chinansis L. 

Pin us koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Prunus glandulosa Thunb. 

Kerriajaponica (L.) DC. 

Rhododendron mucronulatum Turcz. 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andr. 

Daphne odora Thunb. ex Murray 

Cercis chinensis Bunge 

Rhododendron schlippenbachii Maxim. 

Lagerstroemia indica L. 

Hibiscus syriacus L. 

Rosa rugosa Thunb. var. rugosa 

Rosa chinensis Jacq. 

Magnolia denudata Desr. 

Rosa spp. 

Nerium indicum Mill. 

Camellia japonica L. 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. f.) Nakai 

Prunus salicina Lindl. 

Diospyros kaki Thunb. 

Punica granatum L. 
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Prunus tomentosa Thunb. 

Ziziphus jujuba Mill. 

Pseudocydonia sinensis C.K.Schneid. 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. 

Juglans mandshurica Maxim. 

Malus asiatica Nakai 

Vitis vinifera L. 

Citrus junos Siebold ex Tanaka 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Salbe koreensis Anderss. 

Firmiana simplex W.F Wight 

Paulownia coreana Uyeki 

Sophora japonica L. 

Zelkova serrata Makino 

Acer spp. Including Acer palmatum Thunb. 

Morus alba L 

Cercidiphyllum japonicum Siebold & Zucc. 

Camellia sinensis Kuntze 

Populus davidiana Dode 

Ulmus davidiana Planch. 

Kalopanax pictus Nakai 

Wisteriafloribunda (Wild.) DC. 
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Table 3. Plants from the section of Hwagwajapseol in Chwalyosinseo (;Ji'Ii-*i'f:t), early 15th 

century. 

Scientific Name Chinese Name used in text 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Salix koreensis Anderss. 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andr. 

Rosa rugosa Thunb. var. rugosa 

Daphne odora Thunb. ex Murray 

Rosa chinensis Jacq. 

Celosia argentea L. 

Papaver somniferum L. 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Prunus salicina Lindl. 

Diospyros kaki Thunb. 

Vitis vinifera L. 

Citrus reticulata Blanco 

Malus asiatica Nakai 

Daphne genkwa Siebold & Zucc. 

Stemona japonica Franch. & Sav. 

Morus alba L. 
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Table 4-1. Plants listed in Sangayorok, 1450s. 

Scientific name Chinese name used in text 

Sericulture 

Morus alba L. 

Fruit trees 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Bunn. f.) Nakai ~ 

Diospyros kaki Thunb. frfi 

Malus asiatica Nakai #-it 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. *-
Ziziphus jujuba Mill. t. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch {it 

Prunus tomentosa Thunb. ~{it 

Vitis vinifera L. jfj~ 

Prunus salicina Lindl. * 
Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. ~ 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne ~ 

Punica granatum L. .:G#a 

Pseudocydonia sinensis C.K.Schneid. *~ 

Ginkgo biloba L. ~~ 

Citrus aurantium L. :f1f-

Citrus reticulata Blanco ~ 

Trees [and bamboo] 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc .. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Cryptomeriajaponica D.Don 
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Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Abies holophylla Maxim. 

Crataegus pinnatifida Bunge 

Broussonetia kazinoki Siebold 

Zelkova serrata Makino 

Salix koreensis Anderss. 

Paulownia coreana Uyeki 

Rhus verniciflua Stokes 

Fruits & Vegetables 

Cucumis sativus L. 

Citrullus vulgaris Schrad. 

Benincasa cerifera Savi 

Lagenaria leucantha Rusby 

Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 

Malva verticillata L. 

Solanum melongena L. 

Brassica rapa L. 

Raphanus sativus L. 

Brassica rapa Pekinensis-Grp. 

Brassicajuncea (L.) Czem. 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

Allium sativum L. 

Alliumjistulosum L. 

Allium chinense G.Don 

Allium tuberosum Rottler ex Spreng. 

Lentinus edodes (Berk.) Sing. 

Tricholoma matsutake (!to et Imai) Sing. 

AppendixC 
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Lactuca sativa L. 

Beta vulgaris var. cic/a L. 

Oenanthejavanica (Blume) DC .. 

Dyeing plants & Herbs 

Lithospermum erythrorhizon Siebold & Zucc. 

Carthamus tinctorius L. 

Persicaria tinctoria H.Gross 

Gardenia augusta Merr. 

Rehmannia glutinosa (Gaertn.) Libosch. 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. 

Papaver somniferum L. 

Table 4-2. Plants listed in the cookery section of Sangayorok excepting corn and the pulse 

family. 

Scientific Name Chinese Name used in text Notes 

Used in cooking 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burro. f.) Nakai 1t! Liquor 

Pin us densiflora Siebold & Zucc. t~ Liquor, Flat cake 

Salix koreensis Anderss. #P Liquor 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 11' Liquor 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 1'i Liquor and side dishes 

Broussonetia kazinoki Siebold li Liquor, sauce 

Artemisia princes Pamp. :)t Liquor, vinegar 

• Sauce, pickle, and side 
dishes Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

l1 Sauce, pickle, and side 
dishes Alliumfistulosum L. 

1* Sauce, pickle and side 
dishes Brassica rapa L. 
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Acorus calamus L. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Ziziphus jujuba Mill. 

Cannabis sativa L. 

Cucumis sativus L. 

Solanum melongena L. 

Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 

Benincasa cerifera Savi 

Petasitesjaponicus (Siebold & Zucc.) 

Maxim. 

Tricholoma matsutake (!to et Imai) Sing. 

Allium sativum L. 

Citrullus vulgaris Schrad. 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Pueraria lobata (Willd.) Ohwi 

Codonopsis lanceo/ata (Siebold & Zucc.) 

Trautv. 

Lentinus edodes (Berk.) Sing. 

Platycodon grandiflorum (Jacq.) A.DC. 

Capsella bursa-pastoris (L.) Medik. 

Umbilicaria esculenta (Miyoshi) Minks 

Prunus tomentosa Thunb. 

Good for storage purposes 

Morus alba L. 

Solanum melongena L. 

Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn var. 

latiusculum (Desv.) Underw. 

AppendixC 

"tt'ilf t=1l Vinegar 

:.+it Vinegar, pickle, and 
side dishes 

~ Vinegar 

pfJ-. Vinegar, gruel, and flat 
cake 

~ Pickle and side dishes 

~~ Pickle 

:f- Pickle 

If.~ Pickle and side dishes 

$tlf. Pickle 

t..}.lf Pickle 

~~ 
7J'if. Pickle and side dishes 

~~ Pickle 

~ Pickle 

lfJ Gruel, and flat cake 

~ Flat cake 

$Y'$. Flat cake and side 
dishes 

~* side dishes 

~.t. side dishes 

§.Ilk side dishes 

;G.lf side dishes 

~:.+it Etc . . 
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Cucumis sativus L. 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Bunn. f.) Nakai 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Tricholoma matsutake (lto et Imai) Sing. 

Zanthoxylum schinifolium Siebold et Zucc. 

Brasenia schreberi J.F.Gmel. 

Used for dyeing 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Alnusjaponica (Thunb.) Steud. 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. 

Rhus verniciflua Stokes 

Forsythia koreana Nakai 

Rhododendron schlippenbachii Maxim. 
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Table 5. Plants listed in Yanghwasorok, 1474. 

Scientific Name 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus bungeana Zucc. ex End!. 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Juniperus chinensis L. 

Phyllostachys nigra (Lodd. ex Lindl.) Munro 

Phyllostachys nigra var. henonis f. punctata Nakai 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. 

Chrysanthemum indicum L. 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Prunus mume f. alba Rehder 

Prunus mume f. alboplena Bailey 

Prunus mume f. alphandii Rehder 

Cymbidium goeringii (Rchb.f.) Rchb.f. 

Daphne odora Thunb. ex Murray 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 

Punica granatum L. 

Gardenia augusta Merr. 

Rosa chinensis Jacq. 

Camellia japonica L. 

Camelliajaponica f. albipetala H.D.Chang 

Lagerstroemia indica L. 

Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet 

Citrus reticulata Blanco 

Acorus gramineus Sol. 

Chinese Name used in text 

~1~ 

Jfi!tE7~ 

+1tE7~ 

+1t~4 

AppendixC 

306 



Plants Tables in Korean Classics AppendixC 

Table 6. Plants listed in Jibongyuseol, 1614. 

Scientific name Chinese name used in text 

Flower trees 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Meratia praecox Rehder&E.H. Wilson 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andrews 

Rosa spp. 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 

Camellia japonica 1. 

Gardenia augusta Merr. 

Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andrews / white 

Impatiens balsamina 1. 

Herbage 

Curcuma longa 1. 

Achillea alpine 1. 

Helianthus annuus 1. 

Eleocharis kuroguwai Ohwi 

Acorus calamus 1. 

Salix gracilistyla Miq. 

'JYpha orientalis C.Presl 

Unidentified species 

Medicago ruthenica Trautv 

Artemisia sieversiana Ehrh. ex Willd. 

Artemisia keiskeana Miq. 

Artemisiajaponica Thunb. 
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Hemistepta lyrata Bunge 

Artemisia apiacea Hance 

Spirodela polyrhiza (L.) Schleid. 

Artemisia apiacea Hance 

Gossypium indicum Lam. 

Unidentified species 

Lithospermum erythrorhizon Siebold & Zucc. 

Euryale ferox Salisb. 

Bamboos 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Phyllostachys nigra var. henonis (Bean) Stapf ex Rendle 

Phyllostachys spp. 

Phyllostachys nigra (Lodd. ex Lindl.) Munro 

Trees 

Pinus densijlora Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Ginkgo biloba L. 

Larix gmelinii Ledeb. ex Gordon 

Sapindus mukorossi Gaertn 

Rhus chinensis Mill. 

Caesalpinia sappan L. 

Paulownia coreana Uyeki 

Cycas revoluta Thunb. 

Rhapis flabelliformis L'Her. ex Ait. 

Fraxinus rhynchophylla Hance 

Capsicum annuum L. 
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Table 7. Plants listed in Sasichanyocho, printed in 1656. Georgian calendar dates added in 

brackets in the 24 seasonal division points column. 

Chinese Name 
Scientific Name used in text 

January (The lunar calendar) 

Morus alba L. ~ 

Ziziphus jujuba Mill. .t 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. t~ 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. ~a 

February 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. *-
Ginkgo bi/oba L. .~ 

Vitis vinifera L. lJ~ 

Prunus tomentosa Thunb. *,:fJ~ 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch :fJ~ 

Broussonetia kazinoki Siebold * 
Allium tuberosum Rottler ex Spreng. li 

Allium fistulosum L. ~ 

Cucumis sativus L. Jf:... 

Solanum me/ongena L. h~ 

Oenanthejavanica (Blume) DC. if 

Carthamus tinctorius L. ~.I.1~ 

Cannabis sativa L. !ill. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 1t 

March 

Sowing rice and barley seeds in seed plots 

Notes 

Extermination of 
vermin 
Extermination of 
vermin 

Planting 

Planting 

Planting 

Planting 

Planting 

Planting 

Planting 

Planting 

Sowing 

Sowing 

Sowing 

Sowing 

Fertilizing 

Sowing 

Sowing 

Sowing 

24 seasonal 
divisions 

The fIrst day 
of the month 
(1 Feb.) 

Rain Water 
(9 or 20 
Feb.) 

Waking of 
insects 
(5 or 6 Mar.) 

Vernal 
equinox 
(20 or 21 
Mar.) 

Pure 
brightness 
(50r6Arp.) 
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April 

Gossypium arboreum L. ;14$ Sowing 

Carthamus tinctorius L. ~.I.1t. Sowing Onset of 
summer 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe :I Sowing (5 or 6 May) 

Citrullus vulgaris Schrad. ~~ Sowing 

Solanum melongena L. ~~-r- Transplating 
Grain 

Benincasa cerifera Savi ~~ Transplnting budding 
(21 or 22 

Lagenaria leucantha Rusby ~ Transplnting 
May) 

May 

Boehmeria nivea (1.) Gaudich. ,¥$f~ First harvesting 

Persicaria tinctoria H.Gross it Transplnting 
Grain in Ear 

Alcea rosea L. Ij~ Harvesting flowers 
(6 or7 Jun.) 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. f! Planting roots 

Brassica rapa 1. 1* Harvesting seeds Summer 
Solitice 

Allium sativum L. ~~ Harvesting (21 or 22 
Jun.) 

June 

Panicum miliaceum L. $- Sowing 

Trapa japonica Flerov ~ Harvesting Slight Heat 
(7 or 8 Jul) 

Boehmeria nivea (1.) Gaudich. '¥ fJJr~ Second harvesting 

Cucumis sativus L. ~ 

Sophora japonica L. ~ Harvesting flowers Great Heat 
(23 or 24 

Lactuca sativa L. ~if Sowing Jul) 

Rhus verniciflua Stokes i~ Harvesting 

July 
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Fagopyrum eseulentum Moench .1-- Planting 

Raphanus sativus L. l{1; Planting 

Persiearia tinetoria H.Gross K Dyeing 
Onset of 

Pueraria lobata (Willd.) Ohwi ~ Autumn 
(7 or 8 Aug.) 

Cannabis sativa L. if~ Harvesting 

Platyeodon grandiflorus (Jacq.) A.DC. ~ Harvesting seeds p 

Allium fistulosum L. M 
,~ Sowing 

Corylus heterophylla Fisch. Et Trautv. {~ Harvesting 
Limit of 

Oenanthejavaniea (Blume) DC. if Harvesting Heat 
(23 or 24 

Brassiea rapa L. 1* Sowing 
Aug.) 

August 

Cyperus exaltatus Retz. 9€ Harvesting 

Unidentified species Wjj( Harvesting 
White Dew 

Persiearia tinetoria H.Gross K Harvesting (7 or 8 Sep.) 

Zanthoxylum sehinifolium Siebold et Zucc. fk Harvesting 

September 

Lycium ehinense Mill. ¥J~c.-f Harvesting 

Brassieajuneea (L.) Czern. 1t-f Sowing 

Hordeum vulgare var. hexastiehon (L.) Asch. 1-- Sowing 

Allium sativum L. ~~ 
'!for- Sowing 

Aeorus calamus L. ~~ Harvesting 
Cold Dew 

Castanea erenata Siebold & Zucc. *- Storing (8 or 9 act.) 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. f.) Nakai ~ Storing 

Solanum melongen~ L. jj~ Storing 

Cueumis sativus L. ~ Storing 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. i1Q Harvesting flowers 
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October 

Cannabis sativa L. 

November 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Flower tree cultivation 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andr. 

Rosa rugosa Thunb. 

Punica granatum L. 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Fruit tree cultivation 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. f.) Nakai 

Prunus salicina Lindl. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. 

Ziziphusjujuba Mill. 

Tree cultivation 

Morus alba L. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Sa/ix koreensis Anderss. 

Juniperus chinensis L. 

Sowing 

Lumbering 

AppendixC 

Onset of 
Winter 
(7 or 8 Nov.) 

Winter 
Solstice (22 
or 23 Dec.) 
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Table 8. Table Plants listed in Saekyeong, 1676 

Scientific name 

Jongje gwachaebeop (~#~~*: method of growing 
vegetables) 

Cucumis sativus L. 

Citrul/us vulgaris Schrad. 

Benincasa cerifera Savi 

Lagenaria leucantha Rusby 

Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 

Malva verticil/ata L. 

Solanum melongena L. 

Brassica rapa L. 

Raphanus sativus L. 

Brassicajuncea (L.) Czem. 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

Allium sativum L. 

Allium fistulosum L. 

Allium tuberosum Rottler ex Spreng. 

Lactuca sativa L. 

Perillafrutescens var.japonica Hara 

Persicaria hydropiper (L.) Spach 

Mushroom 

Allium monanthum Maxim. 

Unidentified species 

Carthamus tinctorius L. 

Persicaria tinctoria H.Gross 

Persicaria tinctoria ( Ait. ) H.Gross 

AppendixC 

Chinese name used in text 
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Jongje gwabeop (ft1t**: method of growing fruit 
trees) 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Bunn. f.) Nakai 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Prunus salicina Lindl. 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne 

Malus asiatica Nakai 

Ziziphus jujuba Mill. 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. 

Corylus heterophylla var. thunbergii Bl. 

Diospyros kaki Thunb. 

Pseudocydonia sinensis C.K.Schneid. 

Vitis vinifera L. 

Jongje subeop (ft~*: method of growing trees) 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Paulownia coreana Uyeki 

Zelkova serrata Makino 

Broussonetia kazinoki Siebold 

Gardenia augusta Merr. 

Lycium chinense Mill. 

Populus davidiana Dode 

Jongje hwayakbeop (ft1t«._*: method of growing 
flowers and herbs) 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. 

AppendixC 
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Rehmannia glutinosa (Gaertn.) Libosch. 

Cassia obtusifolia L. 

Foeniculum vulgare Mill. 

Dioscorea japonica Thunb. 

Phragmites communis Trin. 

'Ij;pha orientalis C.Presl 
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Table 9. Plants listed in Sallim gyeongje in the early eighteenth century 

Scientific name Chinese name used in text 

Volume l, chapter one: To make a place for living 

Plants in Yongdo Villa 

Thuja orientalis L. 

Liriope muscari L.H.Bailey 

Larix koreana Nakai 

Buxus microphylla var. koreana Nakai 

Pinus densiflora for. Multicaulis Uyeki 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. 

Juniperus chinansis L. 

Abies holophylla Maxim. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

Plants in Gumun Garden 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 

Hemerocallisfulva L. 

Typha orientalis C.Presl 

Trapa japonica Flerow 

Brasenia schreberi I.F.Gmel (watershield plant) 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Cornus officinalis Siebold & Zucc. 

Magnolia denudata Desr. 

Rhododendron mucronulatum Turcz. 

Syringa patula var. kamibayshii (Nakai) K.Kim T~ 

Rosa rugosa Thunb. var. rugosa 
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Lilium concolor Salisb. Jrft 

Rosa spp. :if~ 

Hibiscus mutabilis L. *it~ 

Rhododendron schUppenbachii Maxim. .315 

Lagerstroemia indica L. '*~, El fUr. 

Hibiscus syriacus L. *~t, .1:1t. 

Viburnum opulus L. 1#7rJi1t. 

Prunus armeniaca L. ~ 

~ 
7F Prunus yedoensis Matsum. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 1J~ 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Bunn. f.) Nakai ~ 

Malus asiatica Nakai *~ 
Malus pumila Mill. 1t* 

Prunus tomentosa Thunb. ~1J~ 

Poncirus trifoUate Raf. -lR't 

Camellia japonica L. ~la 

Camelliajaponica f. albipetala H.D.Chang *la 
Rhododendron weyrichii Maxim. 1l!J., ~.r. 

Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet 1t.315 

Gardenia augusta Merr. {!eT1t. 

Punica granatum L. ;G~ 

Laurus nobilis L. )Hi 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. ~ 

Cymbidium goeringii (Rchb.f.) Rchb.f. Ni 

Althaea rosea Cav. 

* 
Paeonia suffruticosa Andrews ~-ft 

Paeonia lactiflora Pall. !j~ 

Wisteria koreana Uyeki 1t-i-
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Dianthus chinensis L. .;bft 

Acorus gramineus Sol. .;b1<>1t IS'll 

Musa basjoo Siebold ~~ 

Vitis vinifera L. ifj§ij 

Paulownia coreana Uyeki ~~ 

Eucommia ulmoides Oliver ll.$tJ> 

Acer palmatum Thunb. ~ 

Salix koreensis Anderss. ;#p 

Volume I chapter four: Cultivating vegetables 

Citrullus vulgaris Schrad. 

Cucumis melo var. makuwa Makino 

Cucumis sativus L. 

Benincasa cerifera Savi 

Lagenaria leucantha Rusby 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

Alliumfistulosum L. 

Allium monanthum Maxim. 

Allium sativum L. 

Allium tuberosum Rottler ex Spreng. 

Allium chinense GDon 

Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 

Solanum meiongena L. 

Oenanthejavanica (Blume) DC. 

Raphanus sativus L. 

Brassica rapa L. 

Brassicajuncea (L.) Czem. 

Brassica rapa Pekinensis-Grp. 
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Lactuca sativa L. 

Petasitesjaponicus (Siebold & Zucc.) Maxim. 

Spinacia oleracea L. 

Coriandrum sativum L. 

Malva verticillata L. 

Zingiber mioga Roscoe 

Chrysanthemum coronarium L. 

Unidentified species 

Papaver somniferum L 

Celosia cristata L. 

Zanthoxylum piperitum (L.) DC. 

Ligularia fischeri Turcz. 

Unidentified species 

Medicago polymorpha L. 

Angelica koreana Maxim. 

Unidentified species 

Impatiens balsamina L. 

Volume If, chapter jive: Planting trees 

MorusalbaL * 
Broussonetia kazinoki Siebold t-t 

Rhus verniciflua Stokes ~ I 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. t~ 

Pinus koraiensis Siebold & Zucc. :.tEi 

Cryptomeriajaponica D.Don :.fJ 

Abies holophylla Maxim. ;Jt 

Thuja orientalis L. 1Jl1:.t~ 

Zelkova serrata Makino :t>V. 
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Salbe koreensis Anderss. #P 

Aralia elata (Miq.) Seem. jiJUR.;j~. 

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc. * 
Ziziphus jujuba Mill. • 
Juglans regia L. t}j~t 

Ginkgo biloba L. ~~ 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. f.) Nakai ~ 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch ~t 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne ~ 

Prunus salicina Lindl. 4': 

Prunus tomentosa Thunb. :fl~t 

Pseudocydonia sinensis C.K.Schneid. *~ 

Vztis vinifera L. lj~ 

Malus pumila Mill. ~.V~. 

Malus asiatica Nakai ~ 

Yahil1ll!d/Illu""pta:.six: Growing flowers :6~1t. 

R~tir5!/iebm<{~)Bweet 1~ 

JWsipehit!cobineJmi~L. (!fj.~ 

Rb}U~~bmJJlb.USflli.dm!foi&bold & Zucc. ~1t1t. 

EIlgt1UJtIVBmiaS"ittlliolrlJ& Zucc. 'kt'fi1t. 

Cjmyrguz;JlItlliWlC'a1lJdcif»JbwJlAfir4Nakai) K.Kim ~ 

Cymbidium goerin~ff~i€s ·Jilt 

NoiumbojJiit.rtifolifJ 6iatnirl & Zucc. J./.~ 

HiJkimilB mfjialJimshAndrews ~~ 

ealN1lllia/jaJfJijhjnJ bll. ~t. 

JGhhtknillaSlilgu.stw Merr. ~ .... 
~~ 

DapitluUJdbiMk!ihmb. ex Murray 1ii.1~ 
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Hemerocallisfulva L. 

Musa basjoo Siebold 

Canna generalis L.H.Bailey 

Acorus gramineus Sol. 
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Table 10. Plants listed in the section, Hwamok gudeungpumje (1tS*;k.-l-£ ~: Nine grades of 

flower plants), in Whaam surok in the 18 th century 

Scientific name Chinese name used in text 

The first class 

To take the highest taste and the greatest elegance. 

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc. 

Chrysanthemum morifolium Ramat. 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & Zucc. 

Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc. 

The second class 

To take riches and honors 

Paeonia suffruticosa Andr. 

Paeonia lactiflora Pall. 

Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet 

Punica granatum var. nana 

Musa basjoo Siebold 

The third class 

To take an elegance 

Gardenia augusta Merr. 

Camellia japonica L. 

Rosa chinensis Jacq. 

Trachycarpus fortunei H. Wend!. 

Juniperus chinensis L. 
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The fourth class 

To take an elegance 

Pterocarpus santalinus Blanco 

Cycas revolute Thunb. 

Daphne odora Thunb. ex Murray 

Vitis vinifera L. 

Citrus funos Siebold ex Tanaka 

The fifth class 

To take many flowers 

Punica granatum L. 

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch 

Rosa rugosa Thunb. var. rugosa 

Rosa spp. 

Salix gracilistyla Miq. 

The sixth class 

To take many flowers 

Rhododendron mucronulatum Turcz. 

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne 

Lagerstroemia indicQ L. 

Diospyros kald Thunb. 

Paulownia coreana Uyeki 

The seventh class 

To take its merit separately hereinafter 

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. f.) Nakai 
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Syringa velutina var. kamibayshii (Makai) T.B.Lee 

Magnolia kobus DC. 

Prunus tomentosa Thunb. 

Acer palmatum Thunb. 

The eighth class 

Hibiscus syriacus L. 

Dianthus chinensis L. 

Hosta plantaginea Aschers. 

Impatiens balsamina L. 

Eucommia ulmoides Oliver 

The ninth class 

Althaea rosea Cav. 

Lychnis cognate Maxim. 

Pentapetes phoenicea L. 

Acorus gramineus Sol. 

Buxus microphylla Siebold & Zucc. 

AppendixC 

fHIil. 
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Appendix D: Case Studies for Evaluation of Conservation 
Projects in Korea 

The following three case studies include a World Heritage site, a reconstructed garden that 

underwent an archaeological excavation, and a privately owned garden. They serve as the basis 

for an examination of the efficiency of the current system. These case studies were carried out 

by undertaking a visual survey of each site between September 2005 and October 2006, and 

writing a history of each site based on former conservation plans. Additionally, interviews were 

conducted with those responsible for management and maintenance, focusing on conservation 

history and site management initiatives that have led the way in cultural heritage conservation. 

Case 1. Anapji: Garden Restoration Based on the Archaeological Site 
(SiUa Dynasty Palace: 7th_10th Century) 
The royal palace garden of Imhaejeon Hall! is a classic example of an ancient Korean palace 

garden with pond. Set in the Gyeongju Historic Areas2
, which were included on the list of 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 19993
, the historic landscape of Imhaejeon Hall bridges the 

7th century to the present day. The Imhaejeon Hall site consists of7.03 hectares of pond garden 

with three islands and the vestiges of Imhaejeon Hall as it was laid out for King Munmu of the 

Silla Dynasty in 674. Imhaejeon Hall's Wolji Pond was known as Anapji Pond for a long time 

because information on the site had been forgotten, particularly after the Mongol invasion of 

1238. Even though the site was designated an historic site because it was perceived to be a 

palace ground, it was only identified in 1974 based on archaeological evidence. 

The site has a significant natural history because it was a manifestation of an early royal garden 

that is comparable to sites in Japan. It was a garden conceived as a miniscape of the topography 

of the coastline. The method they used to arrange the intriguingly shaped rocks was similar to a 

I Imhaejeon means "a building adjacent to the sea." 

2 There are three main components to the area, which make up the Gyeongju Historic Areas. This site is 
located in the Wolseong Belt. 

3 Gyeongju Historic Areas were included on the World Heritage List on the basis of criteria (ii) and (iii): 

Criteria (ii): The Gyeongju Historic Areas contain a number of sites and monuments of 
exceptional significance in the development of Buddhist and secular architecture in Korea. 

Criteria (iii): The Korean peninsular was ruled for nearly a thousand years by the Silla 
Dynasty, and the sites and monuments in and around Gyeongju (including the holy 
mountain ofNamsan) bear outstanding testimony to its cultural achievements. 

In terms of the categories of property, Gyeongju Historic Areas were classed as a group o/buildings by 
Article 1 of the 1972 World Heritage Convention. 

326 



Case Studies for Evaluation of Conservation Projects in Korea Appendix 0 

technique described in the oldest records of Japanese gardening, the 11 th-century Skuteiki.4 

This source indicates the entrance where the water flowed in was also similar to a Japanese 

garden. The miniscape style of Japanese gardens is believed to originate from the royal palace 

garden of Imhaejeon Hall.5 It seems likely that the influence of Korean landscaping was 

exported to Japan.6 

HISTORY 

Immediately after the unification of the southern Korean peninsula in 668, the king, who 

succeeded in accumulating capital through territorial expansion during the unification period, 

had a special interest in constructing luxurious palaces. It was only possible to make such an 

exquisite palace garden with the help of the displaced gardener from the Kingdom of Baekje7
• 

The royal palace garden of Imhaejeon Hall was completed in 674 during the reign of King 

Munmu, the 30th king of the Silla Dynasty.s According to the Samguksagi9, on February of the 

14th year of King Munmu's reign (A.D. 674), "A pond was dug within the palace grounds, 

where artificial mountains were constructed, and flowers, rare birds, and deer brought." While 

the section on Gyeongju in the Donggungnyeoji-seungnam (JR mI 1t-JtMJ.. Jl)IO states: "Anapji 

lies to the north of Cheonjusa Temple, where King Munmu created a pond within the palace 

grounds, piled up stones to make mountains symbolizing the 12 peaks ofMt. Musan (Wuehan in 

Chinese), and brought in flowers and birds. To the west is the site of the Imhaejeon Hall, whose 

stone foundation and steps remain in an open field." Moreover the Dongsagangmok (Annotated 

account of Korean History: JR 5t~~ 1§l)11 also states the same historical fact: "At last the palace 

garden was prepared and an artificial mountain, twelve peaks of Mt. Musan, was created during 

4 Jae-hoon Chung, 'Korean Gardens: Where Man and Nature Become One', Koreana, 17/2 (Summer 
2003), p. 76. 

5 Byung-rim Yoo, 'Water in the Traditional Garden', in Korean Cultural Heritage Vol. IV: Traditional 
Lifestyles, edited by Korea Foundation (Seoul: Korea Foundation, 1997), pp. 106-110 (p. 108). 

6 The Nihonshoki vol.22: Chronicle of the Reign of King Suiko (the Chronicles of Japan) states: "sir Noja, 
who was coming from Baekje, made a garden in the south of Shotoku Palace." When Horyu-ji was 
repaired in 1940, Sumisan (main element of the garden) stone sculpture was discovered. It has been 
conserved at the courtyard of the Tokyo Museum. 

7 According to Samguksagi, Baekje had a long experience in making gardens, ever since the reign of 
King Chinsa in 391. The Records of the Grand Historian (Chinese history book) also state that King Mu 
in 634, ordered that a pond be made to the south of the royal palace, which had in its center a miniature 
island that imitated a legendary mountain. 

S Opinions on the year of construction have mainly been divided between 674 or 679. There continues to 
be a controversy regarding the construction year, but 674 is generally agreed upon as the year of 
construction for the pond and 679 for the east palace. 

9 The history of the Three Kingdoms was written by Bu-sik Kim in 1145. 

10 An Augmented Survey of the Geography of Korea was written in 1486. 

11 It was written by Jeong-bok An in 1778, which covers the history of the era before the Joseon dynasty. 
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the reign of King Munmu. Rare plants and unusual birds and animals were bred in the palace 

garden. The palace garden was flanked by the Imhaejeon Hall which was the East Palace.,,12 

The palace was renovated in 679 and the Palace of the Crown Prince, including several gates, 

and damage caused by a typhoon was repaired. 

During the time of the Silla Dynasty, this palace garden likely served as a resort garden and was 

teeming with rare plants and animals. The garden and a number of pavilions, including the large 

Imhaejeon Hall, were used for state festivals, banquets for foreign envoys, and as a prince's 

palace. 13 A number of kings used it for these purposes until the end of the Silla Dynasty (A.D. 

935). According to Samguksagi, most of the events were held in March and September, which 

suggests that the garden was only used in the spring and autumn. Though pleasant and relaxing, 

the palace garden served as a centre of Silla diplomacy. The royal palace declined after Silla 

surrendered to Goryeo in 935. All of the palace buildings vanished and the garden became 

derelict, but some of the original foundation stones still exist by the border of the pond. 

However, it is not known when Anapji started to lose its original form. 

During the Silla period, the pond was known as Wolji (Moon pond), and the palace of the crown 

prince was called Woljigung. However, it was not until the Joseon era that it began to be called 

Anapji in poetry and some stories, meaning "Wild Goose and Duck Pond." This was because the 

site became a rest stop for wild geese and ducks because of its abundant growth of reeds and 

duckweed. 14 The Imhaejeon Hall site was severely damaged in the Japanese colonial period. A 

part of the pond was destroyed by railroad construction and a new pavilion was built on the east 

side of the pond. There were originally no buildings on the east side of the pond. 

12 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee, Report of the Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), pp. 372-374; Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Gardens of 
Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 50-54; Kyung-hee Ko, Anapji, Seoul: Daewonsa, 1989), pp 13-16. 

13 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee, Report of the Investigation 0/ the Excavation 0/ Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978),388-389. 

14 Daegu MBC (ed.), Anapji: looking/or the original/orm %ur garden (Seoul: IreunAchim, 2004), pp. 
16-20; Nobody Knows the origial name of the Anapji, and there was even no name for the pond in 
Samguksagi. After excavation, Wo/ji was inferred to be the original name from the artifacts and the name 
of the official position, which was referenced in Samguksagi. 
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... . 
Fig. CLl Landscape of Anapji in 1908. (Source: Won-mo Kim & Seong-gil Jeong (ed.), Korea 100 Years 
ago in Photographs (Seoul: Catholic Pub. , 1986), p. 313.) \ ~ JJ1 

Fig. C1.2 Landscape of Anapji before drainage. (Source: The Cultural Properties Protection Committee, 
Report of the Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji-pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), 
plate no. 2.) 
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--Fig. C1.3 Aerial view of Anapji (Source: The Cultural Properties Protection Committee, Report of the 
Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji-pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), plate no. 1.) 
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Fig. Cl.4 Bird's-eye view of the Imhaejeon Hall site. (Source: Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Gardens of 
Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 51-52.) 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

Almost a quarter of the total area of the Imhaejeon Hall site is occupied by the central pond, 

which has a mountain and sea landscape to the north and east and a group of buildings to the 

west. The pond is not rectangular, and its size encouraged the designers to utilize existing 

natural forms. Wolji Pond extends some 185 metres from east to west as well as north to south. 

The length of the stone embankments, including those around the islets, is 1,285 metres. There 

is a straight stone embankment on the west and south banks, and a curved one on the east and 

north banks. 

There is a curved pond line where there are three ravines and two peninsulas that project far into 

the pond, and an embankment that was indented approximately 40 times. The dimensions of the 

pond are 15,658 square metres, with three islands in the middle of the pond, peninsulas and 

ravines to the east and north. The transition of 'L' shapes in the straight embankment give an 

impression of depth and a feeling of space. The pond is quite interesting for the perspective, 

created by the high mountains at the back, with a low, deep ravine in front. The effect of the 

straight and curved stone embankments make it impossible to see it in its entirety from the pond 
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or from any point around it, making it seem larger than it is. The pond at the Imhaejeon Hall site 

is small compared to ponds in Chinese and Japanese palaces. Ponds in Korean gardens relied on 

illusion and imagination for their special ambience. The stone embankment on the east and 

north banks is about 2.1 metres high, while the one on the west and south of the pond is 5.4 

metres high, with stone blocks 20 to 25 centimetres. This height difference allowed people to 

look down on the pond from the pavilion. 

The sloped eastern bank resembled an exquisitely curved coastline, and within the pond were 

three islands of different sizes. Artificial mountains were built to the north and east. Along the 

banks of the pond and the slopes of the man-made mountains, there are beautiful arrangements 

of approximately 1,089 uniquely shaped rocks, each a little less than an average man's height. 

Among the garden rocks, 768 are granite and 321 are sandstone. Granite was used in the bank or 

on the islands, and sandstone on the slopes. The horizontal rocks outnumber the vertical rocks 

by a ratio of 2.7 to 1.15 

The entire floor of the pond was composed of a 50-centimetre clay and gravel layer under the 

floor, with tamped quicklime on the bottom to make it waterproof. Grit and pebbles were laid on 

the entire floor of the pond to control the muddy water and keep the water on top clear, as well 

as to prevent any water plants from growing in the pond. This created the impression that the 

pond was the sea. The pond could not be crossed, but the west part of the pond allowed people 

to stroll and enjoy events. Artificial mountains, the three islands, and the shoreline on the east 

side of the pond are to be viewed and are impressive, and boating on the pond can be enjoyed.16 

IS Kyung-hyun Min, Korean Gardens: The beauty of Korean gardens represents a spiritual world 
through their historical development (Seoul: Borim Editions, 1992), p. 54. 

16 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee. Report ofthelnvestigation of the Excavation of Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), pp. 382-386. 
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Fig. C1.5 and Fig. C1.6 View from the west to east (left) and view from the north to south (right) 

THE EXCAVATION PROJECT 

The Silla Dynasty palace garden could not be studied until 1974 because nothing remained. The 

fact that Anapji was the palace garden of the Silla Dynasty was not known prior to excavation 

because no records indicating this were kept. Fortunately, the garden layout could be uncovered 

to its original form and did not suffer any alterations during the Goryeo and the Joseon eras 

because the palace was in decline and then was eventually buried underground after the fall of 

the Silla Dynasty. 

Archaeological investigation had played a core part in the research and survey work at the 

Imhaejeon Hall site. As part of the Gyeongju Overall Development Plan, the Korean 

government temporarily drained the Anapji Pond in 1974. This project was executed by Do Jin 

Architecture Inc. under the supervision of the Cultural Heritage Administration and the Historic 

Sites and Parks Management Office of Gyeongju City Council. The first thing that the dredging 

and purification operations did was to clear earth and sand from the pond. Drainage work 

suddenly stopped because of the revelation of a veritable treasure trove of Silla artefacts, which 

are now on display in the Gyeongju National Museum. 
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On 17 December 1974, subcommittee 1 of the Committee on Cultural Properties summoned the 

council to devise an excavation plan for academic research. The government proposed a tracing 

plan for archaeological excavation. The Cultural Heritage Administration decided to launch an 

excavation on Anapji by the Gyeongju Ancient Remains Excavation Commission on 25 March 

1975. The excavation project was implemented to determine the pond site and the group of 

buildings site, and was carried out from 1975 to 1976 for the pond, and for six months in 1976 

for the peripheral building site.17 

Excavation of the pond fIrst confIrmed the existence of a masonry retaining wall for shore 

protection; secondly, it focused on the classifIcation and investigation of excavated relics. The 

boundaries of the pond were measured before the archaeological research was conducted, and 

120 trenches, 2.5 metres wide, were dug from the west side of the pond, based on the ordinance 

. map. Deeper excavation discovered relics in the trench and a masonry protective retaining wall 

was exposed on the west shore. Accordingly, the method of construction for a masonry retaining 

wall was identifIed. IS As excavation of the west-side masonry retaining wall was completed, 

excavation progressed on the south side, east and north, the large islet, the middle islet, and a 

small islet in the pond. 19 When excavation was completed on all quarters of the pond, the 

topography of the previous pond could not be found and the new topography of the pond and 

scale emerged. 

The excavation required 28,903 man-years and 36,079 man-years, and cost £ 30,600 and 

£27,680 overhead for the pond site and for the peripheral building site respectively.20 Twenty­

six buildings and corridor sites, eight wall sites, one water conduit, and two drainage ducts had 

been discovered in the west of the pond and the building sites in the south. Stone embankments 

were also excavated. Over 30,000 features were found under the pond, including roofIng tiles.21 

The most impressive excavations revealed the original water conduit when the bank on the 

southwest side was removed, as well as a rectangular timber-framed container, which was for 

growing water plants in the pond. An excavation revealed large spherical shapes, indicating that 

17 Dong-hyun Kim, 'In regard to Excavation of Anapji' The Architecture, 20/5 (1976), p. 36; Kyung-hee 
Ko, Anapji (Seoul: Daewonsa, 1989), pp 18-19. 

18 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee. Report of the Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), pp. 375-381; Yoo-joun Cho, 'Excavation and 
Restoration of Anapji', Collection of treatises for the academic presentation ofShilla Dynasty cultural 
properties, 2/1 (1981), pp. 231-233. 

19 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee. Report of the Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), pp. 375-381. 

20 !bid 

21 Kyung-hee Ko, Anapji (Seoul: Daewonsa, 1989) p. 19. 
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three islands were located on the pond and shoreline.22 

~ . .. . ., .. -
Fig. C1.7 Timber-framed container for water plants in the pond. (Source: Daegu MBC (ed.), Anapji: 
lookingfor the originalform of our garden (Seoul: IreunAchim, 2004), p. 25 .) 

22 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee. Report of the Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), pp. 375-381. 
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THE RESTORATION PROJECT 

The restoration of the present pond and three building sites was undertaken and completed in 

1980.23 WoIji Pond was reconstructed to its original layout, with some of the vegetation and 

greenery. The original water conduit, drainage channels, and stone embankments were 

excavated and restored. Among the 26 building foundations and corridors, only three buildings, 

including Imhaejeon Hall, were restored. The restoration, taking as reference similar existing 

Silla buildings and using wooden fragments found under the pond, created buildings of this type 

rather than creating ones based on any exact plan. The remaining building foundation stones 

were covered with earth and relocated as faithfully as possible, and mountains on the north and 

east were also restored.24 

When the excavation was launched in 1975, there was one pavilion standing in the east of the 

pond. However. excavation results showed that no pavilions originally existed in there. The 

pavilion was confmned to have been built during the rule of Japanese imperialism. and it was 

finally removed.25 Original plantings were not restored because there was no archaeological 

evidence collected to ascertain the exact planting at that time. Most planting data were 

destroyed in the past. The kind of plants that were planted can only be presUmed from the 

literature. Most of the present plants have been planted in recent years or have grown naturally. 

CONSERVATION 

Legal Status 

The Imhaejeon Hall site is designated Historic Site No. 18 under the provisions of the 

Protection of Cultural Properties Act. The site is designated and managed as a Historic Site in 

accordance with Article 626 of the Cultural Properties Protection Act and Sections 12 and 18 of 

the Cultural Property Protection Ordinance of Kyongsangbuk-do Province. This means that any 

changes to its existing state require official authorisation. This protection legislation severely 

restricts any forms of development within the nominated site. The Urban Planning Law imposes 

further constraints on all development in and around the protected sites and areas. 

The site is protected by a 100-metre-wide buffer zone. All proposals for construction within this 

zone require authorization in the form of a permit from the Provincial Governor, as prescribed 

23 The Cultural Properties Protection Committee, Report of the Investigation of the Excavation of Anapji­
pond (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1978), pp. 389-390. 

24 Ibid. 

25 Kyung-hee Ko, Anapji (Seoul: Daewonsa, 1989), p. 19. 

26 "Article 7: Designation of Historical Sites, Scenic Places and Natural Monuments". 
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in Section 8 of the Building Law Enforcement Act. It is also designated as a Natural 

Environment Preservation Zone in conformity with Article 13 of the National Land Use 

Management Act. Any alteration that might affect the topography requires authorization by the 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism. As a result, any form of development or intervention requires 

authorization and the carrying out of an Environmental Impact Assessment. There is also a 

requirement that only qualified and licensed personnel can carry out restoration and 

conservation work. 

Management 

The current care and maintenance of the garden has included the restoration of the 1980s pond 

garden and three building sites. The Imhaejeon Hall site is owned by the government and it has 

its own administration, which is delegated to the Department of Cultural Properties and the 

Historic Sites and Parks Management Office of the Gyeongju City Council. Gyeongju City 

Council opened this site to the public 10 years ago. Visitor numbers are estimated at 410,000 per 

annum, including non-paying visitors. About 75,000 people a year attend the weekly public 

performances that take place each Saturday night from April to Octobe?7. All garden visitors 

can attend these performances; the admission office does not separately manage both the garden 

and the event because of the difficulty of supervising the site visitors and event attendance. 

Gyeongju City Council has a contract with a private company to provide the admission 

service.28 

Only one city council official and three cleaners are employed for the maintenance of the 

Imhaejeon Hall site, under the direction of the Department of Cultural Properties of Gyeongju 

City Council. About 100 part-time labourers are hired between spring and autumn to help with . 

weeding or maintaining the site. However, professional gardeners have not been employed since 

the end of the restoration. The budget for the 2004 fiscal year to maintain over 60 Historic Sites 

and parks in Gyeongju City was about £ 2,920,000 (54 billion Won). It included the contract 

charge of management on commission of nine Historic Sites and parks, and parking facilities. 

However, the annual budget for the Imhaejeon Hall site is not separately calculated. 

To publicize the Imhaejeon Hall site, events have been held with the cooperation of the 

Department of Cultural Properties and the Department of Tourism in Gyeongju City Council 

from 2004. The City Council installed atmospheric lighting around three restored buildings and 

27 To provide a public perfonnance 30 times a year, it consists of Korean classical music, folk songs or 
play. 

28 The contract charge of management on commission was about £ 163,400 (3 million Won) in 2004. 

337 



Case Studies for Evaluation of Conservation Projects in Korea Appendix D 

the edge of the pond, which is lit until 10:30 pm every night. A new path has been created along 

the edge of the pond and man-made mountain area. Unfortunately, use of this path has caused 

soil in the mountain area and on the edge of the pond to erode. The path was cheaply created 

with a black rubber lattice, which is not suitable for the site. 

Fig. C1.8 Black rubber lattice was installed as the path for strolling around the pond. 

EVALUATION OF THE CONSERVATION PROCESS AND SITE MANAGEMENT 

The royal palace garden of Imhaejeon Hall (Wolji pond) has been protected under five different 

acts respecting cultural heritage. This site has been reasonably well maintained since it was 

restored; however, some problems have occurred from the restoration process and present 

management system. Several issues remain to be resolved. 

It was ascertained from the archaeological study that the Imhaejeon Hall site was the east palace 

and the pond area was the palace garden. Nevertheless, further excavation and research of the 

periphery of this site was not executed after the excavation in the 1970s and restoration in 1980. 

Moreover, excavation was not carried out over the whole site. For example, only part of the wall 

remains were discovered. Additionally, the government has been purchasing private property at 

the periphery of the site since that time. 

The bottom of the pond was not restored by the original structure, although formation 

338 



Case Studies for Evaluation of Conservation Projects in Korea AppendixD 

technology of the pond came to light. The main characteristic of the site is the garden but the 

archaeological approach to the planting was not achieved at the time of excavation. The main 

reason may be that the government focused on confIrming the whole layout of the site. 

Alternatively, there may have been a lack of archaeological information about plants. 

Archaeological data regarding planting was destroyed during the excavation and restoration 

periods. Moreover, planting research has not been conducted by the government since that time. 

The present plants cannot be regarded as original; therefore, it is necessary to do further 

investigations based on historic research. 

This site was designated as Historic Site No. 18 under the Cultural Properties Protection Act in 

1963. The name of this cultural property is the Imhaejeon Hall site in Gyeongju. It is a cultural 

property that is classifIed in South Korea as 'the Main Building Site'. The details that the site 

was a palace garden were revealed during excavation from 1975 to 1976; however, the status of 

the designation remains the same as before. Works completed by the site management do not 

correspond with the site characteristics. Moreover, there is no professional gardener for this site. 

There are only two people in charge of the historic landscape in Gyeongju City Counci1.29 

Even though the site needed in-depth studies in various areas, including national history, garden 

history, its historic development, as well as social and cultural aspects of the royal family's life 

there, reconstruction work was carried out in a relatively short period of time. Reliable 

documentation of physical evidence for the Anapji site did not exist, despite the fact that there 

were several historic documents that supported its existence. When reconstruction work is done 

based entirely on archaeological evidence, it can be difficult to establish the form of its structure 

above the ground. Where documented historical evidence is available, it should be used to 

support the work being done. 

29 Gyeongju City has to manage the conservation area, which covers an area of 41.58 square metres, 
including over 170 historic sites. 

339 



Case Studies for Evaluation of Conservation Projects in Korea Appendix D 

Case 2. Changdeokgung Palace Complex: the Site of World Heritage 
(Joseon Dynasty Palace) 
Changdeokgung Palace (the Palace of Illustrious Virtue) in Seoul was built by King Taejong30 

in 1405 as an auxiliary palace of the Gyeongbokgung Palace, the main palace, during the Joseon 

Dynasty (A.D. 1395-1910). Since 1405, subsequent kings continued to enlarge the grounds and 

add buildings. Even though it was built as a secondary palace, Changdeokgung served as the 

seat of government over a period of 258 years from 1610, during the reign of King 

Gwanghaegun, to 1868, when King Gojong reconstructed Gyeongbokgung. Changdeokgung 

remained royal living quarters until the last King died there in 1926 and the last Queen of the 

Joseon Dynasty died in 1966.31 Changdeokgung Palace is not only essentially the functional 

centre of the Joseon Dynasty that was used as the seat of the royal regime, but it is a splendid 

palace that preserves the architecture of the Joseon Dynasty. Changdeokgung Palace is a 

remarkable complex of architecture and gardens that evolved from the 15th Century and was 

developed until the 19th century. The harmony demonstrated between the architecture of the 

complex and the natural landscape is one of its most important and original qualities. Overall, 

Changdeokgung is largely divided into the administrative quarter, the residential quarter, and 

the rear garden. The most famous part of the palace is the rear garden, called Huwon32, which 

best typifies the characteristics of a traditional Korean garden. The rear garden has walking 

paths, charming pleasure pavilions for garden parties, and academic facilities, such as the 

archives and library. 

Changdeokgung Palace Complex was registered as a World Heritage Site on the UNESCO 

World Heritage List in December 1997. It was highly evaluated for having such well preserved 

elements of typically Korean beauty.33 The World Heritage Committee of UNESCO stated its 

qualities and provided comparative analysis with the palace of China and Japan as follows: 

30 The third king of the Joseon Dynasty. 

31 Woon-yuen Cho, 'A Study on the Restoration of Traditional Structure in the Garden of the Palace of 
Joseon Dynasty: focusing on the Changdeokgung Palace', unpublished MA Thesis, Hanyang University, 
2002, p. 10. 

32 The garden has been called various names. The most well known is Huwon, which literally means 
'rear garden', because it was located to the rear of the main buildings of Changdeokgung, north of the 
palace compound. It was also called Geumwon, meaning 'forbidden garden', because it was located in the 
deepest recesses of the palace, inaccessible to the public; Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the 
Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), pp. 13-15. 

33 Changdeokgung was inscibed in the list under criteria (ii), (iii) and (iv) of the World Heritage 
Convention, "considering that the Ch'angdokkung Palace Compound is an outstanding example of Far 
Eastern palace architecture and garden design, exceptional for the way in which the buildings are 
integrated into and harmonized with the natural setting, adapting to the topography and retaining 
indigenous tree cover". 
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Qualities 

Changdeokgung Palace is a remarkable complex of architecture and gardens that has 

evolved over several centuries. The felicitous setting of the complex within and in 

response to its natural landscape is one of its most outstanding qualities. It represents 

the highest artistic and architectural achievements of Korea, and hence of the Asian 

region. 

Comparative analysis 

Only two comparable palace complexes exist in this region of east Asia. Both the 

Imperial Palace in Beijing (China) and the Gosho Palace in Nara (Japan) differ 

fundamentally from Changdeokgung, however, since they are laid out formally and 

symmetrically on level ground, whereas the layout of Changdeokgung conforms with 

the uneven natural topography of a mountainside. 

Historical references to the rear garden of the Changdeokgung are easy to find in several 

documentary sources, compared to other Korean historic gardens, because Chandeokgung is one 

of the palaces of the last Korean royal dynasty before the advent of modern times. The record of 

the rear garden is narrated in Joseonwangjosillok (Annals of the Joseon Dynasty), Gunggwolji 

(Archives of Royal Palaces), and Changdeokgung Joyeong Uigwe (Archives on the 

Construction of Changdokgung Palace). Donggwoldo (a Painting of the Eastern Palace) is one 

valuable source that provides information on the 19th-century layout of Changdeokgung Palace 

and its rear garden. In the 1910s, the Japanese surveyed palace buildings and published 

Research on the Ancient Historic Sites of the Joseon Dynasty and Research on the Architecture 

of Joseon.34 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

In the early stages of the Joseon Dynasty in Korea, the capital moved many times between 

Gaeseong (the capital city of the previous dynasty) and Hanyang (Seoul). The third ruler of this 

dynasty, Taejong (1400-18), finally moved the capital back to Hanyang in 1405. Taejong 

considered the existing Gyeongbokgung Palace to be inauspicious, because he believed that the 

rebellion was instigated by several princes from the site of the Gyeongbokgung Palace. He 

ordered the construction ofa new palace, which he named Changdeokgung. A Bureau of Palace 

Construction was set up to supervise the construction work. This was functionally based on 

34 Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 2002), pp. 5-6. 
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traditional design principles35
• The traditional palace also topographic ally followed a specific 

layout in the Far East countries, especially the system described in the Jurye (Rites of Zhou). 

While Gyeongbokkung Palace, the original seat of Joseon Dynasty kings, Changgyeonggung 

Palace, and Gyeonghuigung Palace were aligned in a symmetrical layout to accentuate the 

authority of the king, Changdeokgung Palace did not conform to this traditional principle 

because the palace grounds extended from Mt. Bukhan to Mt. Eungbong. The site compound 

was divided into two areas: the main palace buildings and the rear garden. The main buildings 

(throne hall, hall of government affairs, and royal residences) were completed in 1405, and 

other major elements were added in the succeeding seven years. (Fig. C2.l) When the palace 

was completed, the garden area was left as mountainous woodland. The first record of 

construction referring to the rear garden noted that Haeonjong Pavilion was built in a grove in 

the northeast part of the palace in 1406, where the king and his courtiers entertained and held 

banquets.36 

Later, when King Sejo moved into the Changdeokgung Palace in his fifth year in 1459, he 

ordered it to be extensively landscaped, and to create the rear garden for the use of the royal 

family and their court, because he considered the palace site to be too small. It was extended to 

the northwest. The formation of garden began with the creation of pavilions and ponds, one by 

one, making the most of the natural mountainous settings. Rare kinds of trees and flowers were 

transplanted from all over the country with the garden layout completed in 1462.37 The palace 

compound was landscaped on an area of c.20 ha to the north in 1406, and later in 1463, in King 

Sejo's ninth year, it was expanded to c.50 ha.38 (Fig. C2.2) 

During the .Japanese invasions (1592-1598), all Joseon palaces39 were destroyed, along with 

35 These included chonjohushi ("palace in front, market behind") and sammun samjo ('Three gates, three 
courts"); the three courts were the Ch'ijo (administrative court), Yonjo (royal residence court), and Oejo 
(official audience court). 

36 Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden of Korea, (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996). (In Korean). p 78; Kang­
geun Lee, Royal Palaces of the Korea, (Seoul: Daewonsa, 1991). (In Korean), pp. 94-109. 

37 Woon-yuen Cho, 'A Study on the Restoration of Traditional Structure in the Garden of the Palace of 
Joseon Dynasty: focusing on the Changdeokgung Palace', MA Thesis, Hanyang University, 2002. (In 
Korean), p. 11. 

38 Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 2002), pp. 16-23. 

39 The capital of the Joseon Dynasty was Hanyang, now the centre of downtown Seoul. It was a fortress 
town surrounded by mountains to all directions and enclosed by a wall of no more than 16 km in total 
length with a main gate in each of the four directions; Inside the city of Hanyang five royal palaces were 
constructed at different times throughout the Joseon Dynasty: Gyeongbokgung in 1395, Changdeokgung 
in 1405, Changgyeonggung in 1485, Gyeonhuigung in 1622, and Deoksugung in 1897. 
Changgyeonggung was constructed adjacent to Changdeokgung. Over time the both palaces came to be 
regarded as one palace, referred to as Donggwol, East Palace, while Gyeongbokgung was referred to as 
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many other important structures in Hanyang. When the seven-year war was over, 

Changdeokgung Palace was in ruins but was quickly rebuilt. It was, however, ruined again on a 

number of occasions: the Qing invasion of 1636; the occupation of Kanghwa Island by a French 

fleet in 1866; and the U.S. reprisal attack in 1871. Principal damage in each instance resulted 

from fires, but any reconstruction was always faithful to the original design.40 

The ruler of the period, Sonjo, initiated the reconstruction in 1607, which was completed in 

1610 during the reign of his successor, Kwanghaegun, when it once again became the seat of 

government and the royal residence. When King K wanghaegun carried out the restoration of the 

palace, the garden was embellished with pavilions and other features.41 Most facilities and 

garden layout that can be seen today date from the beginning of 17th century. Between 1636 and 

1649, King Injo added many pavilions as well as the Ongnyucheon Stream area, which means 

'valley flowing with jade'. Koksuyeonji, the curvilinear stone water course for drinking and 

poetry sessions, was created at this time and trimmed the course of the Ongnyucheon Stream.42 

Aeryonji Pond was created in 1692, the 18th year of the reign of King SUkjong. Aeryonjeong 

Pavilion, partly built over the water, was also added at this time. The Buyongji Pond was added 

by King Chongjo in 1792, along with the Buyongjeong Pavilion. Its overall appearance is that 

of a lotus flower springing from the lotus pool. Other additions to the garden at this time were 

the Juhamnu Court Library and the Yeonghwadang Pavilion, which form part of the cluster of 

buildings around the pool.43 The present Huwon garden is broadly composed of these three 

areas: Buyongji Pond, Aeryonji Pond, and the Ongnyucheon Stream area. (Fig. C2.3) 

Some additions were made to the complex in later centuries. A villa in the style ofa nobleman's 

house, Yeongyeongdang Manor, was built by King Sunjo in 1828, where the king would 

periodically spend time to experience the life of a commoner. It consists of a main house, a 

guesthouse, a separate study, kitchens, and servants' quarters. Ranked with Yeongyeongdang 

Manor is Naksonjae Manor (Retreat of Joy and Goodness), which is also a masterpiece of 

Korean architecture. It is a small, secluded royal residence that was added by King Honjong in 

1846. This building was the home of the last descendants of the royal family.44 (Fig. C2.4 & 

Bukgwol, North Palace. Therefore, the rear garden was not for the Changdeokgung Palace, East Palace 
was composed with Changdeokgung, Changgyeonggung and the Huwon (the rear garden). 

40 Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 2002), pp. 25-27. 

41 Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden o/Korea, (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996). pp 78-79. 

42 Ibid. p 79. 

43 Ibid; Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural 
Heritage Administration, 2002), pp. 29-31. 

44 Ibid. p. 33. 
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Fig. C2.S) 

Fig. C2.! Conjectural plan of the palace in the early 15th century, coloured area and deep coloured 
buildings are applicable to this period. (Source: Sang-chul Chin et al. , The gardens in the Changdeokgung 
and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), p. 24) 
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Fig. C2.2 Conjectural plan of the palace from the 15th to 16th century, coloured area and deep coloured 
buildings are applicable to this period. (Source: Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung 
and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), p. 28) 
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Fig. C2.3 Conjectural plan of the palace from the 17th to 18th century, coloured area and deep coloured 
buildings are applicable to this period. (Source: Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung 
and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), p. 32.) 
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Fig. C2.4 Conjectural plan of the palace in 19th century. (Source: Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in 
the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), p. 34.) 
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Fig, C2,5 Donggwoldo (Map of the Eastern Palace), a sixteen-folding screen, Seoul, Korean University 
Museum, (Source: Jong-deok Choi, Reading of Donggwoldo (Seoul: Changgeokgung Office: 2005), pp, 
8-9) 
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Changdeokgung Palace was damaged and deformed during the Japanese Occupation of Joseon 

(1910-1945) and by the process of modernization. Currently, the palace is only partly in its 

original form, even though it is the best preserved of the five palaces. During the Japanese 

Occupation, parts of the palace grounds were rearranged, partially destroyed, and some features 

and buildings were even taken to Japan. As with the other palaces, Changdeokgung Palace also 

had many of its auxiliary buildings removed, and in general the grounds lost much of their 

authenticity. For example, in 1912 the Japanese opened the palace and its rear garden to the 

public as a park without any management or conservation policies. Moreover, in restoration 

projects led by Japanese technicians, many palace buildings were restored in the Japanese style. 

After the blaze in 1917, the inside of the Injeongjeon was westernized and some buildings in the 

Gyeongbokgung Palace, such as Gangnyeongjeon Hall (king's bed chamber) and Gyotaejeon 

(queen's bed chamber), were dismantled to reconstruct the inner court of Changdeokgung 

Palace from the materials of those dismantled buildings.4s The last building to be added was the 

New Seonwonjeon Shrine, which was constructed in 1921 to house the ancestral royal portraits. 

Originally sited beside the Injeongjeon, it was moved during the Japanese occupation to a less 

important location in the northeast corner of the site ofpalace.46 (Fig. C2.6) 

During the Korean War (1950-1953), Seoul, the capital of South Korea, was reduced to ashes. 

After the war, there was an emphasis on rapid urban development and so there was a loss of 

many green areas. Later, there was serious damage from another source: in the 1960s and 1970s, 

Huwon was an amusement park with no particular restrictions on visitors or a conservation plan, 

and this had serious repercussions.47 

4S Ibid. p. 35. 

46 Shin-Won Kim, 'A Study on the Landscape Architectural Characteristics of the Changdeokgung 
Palace', A Collection of Learned Papersfor the Design Institute in Kyung Hee University, Voll (1998), p. 
15. 

47 Jong-su Jung, 'The present conditions and problems of the conservation for the Royal Palace', inA 
Public hearing of Actual Conditions of Conservation and Improvement Plan for the Royal Palace at the 
Hungkuk Life Insurance Bldg, chaired by Sang-hae Lee (Seoul: Korea Culture & Tourism Policy Institute, 
2004), pp. 3-4. 
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Fig. C2.6 Conjectural Plan of the Palace in the 20th Century (Source: Sang-chul Chin et al. , The gardens 
in the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), p. 36) 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

The Changdeokgung Palace rear garden is located to the northeast of the palace. Hanyang was 

located in a basin surrounded by four mountains, called the Inner Mountains: Puaksan (342 

metres in height) to the north, Naksan (125 metres) to the east, Namsan (265 metres) to the 

south, and Inwangsan (338 metres) to the west. The Han River flowed past Hanyang to the 

southeast. Seoul corresponded exactly to Feng-Shui Theory48. The palace is in the central area 

in Seoul. The palace now covers a total area of c. 58 ha, including the rear garden, which is c. 

30 ha in size.49 

Donhwamun (gate of deepening one's virtue: :tt{tF'), the main gate, leads into the palace, 

which faces to south. (Fig. C2.7) The granite bridge, Geumcheongyo, appears from the right and 

takes one to a path leading north to the throne hall, Injeongjeon (Fig. C2.8). The bridge defines 

the distinction between the inside and outside world. The administrative court and the king's 

private quarters are all spread out to the east of the throne hall. All the buildings are mapped 

without consideration of the usual fixed principles. Because one of the ridges of Mt. 

Ungbongsan, the palace's main guardian mountain, stretches down to the east of the palace site, 

the palace exploited these topographical conditions as a setting in which the palace buildings, 

pavilions, and ponds are arranged exquisitely throughout the sylvan woodland and the hills and 

streams.50 

Behind the right door of Injeongjeon lies the king's official chamber, called Seonjeongjeon. 

Next to it is the Huijeongdang Hall, another modest building, which contained the king's 

bedchamber and sleeping quarters for his personal staff. The Taejojon Hall nearby was for the 

use of the queen. To denote that it was the queen's bedchamber, it was not furnished and had a 

main roof ridge. It is the centre of a complex of buildings used by the queen's children and 

entourage. There is a garden at the rear that is landscaped with a series of terraces planted with 

flowering trees and flowers and oddly shaped rocks. Brick walls and stone stairways lead 

toward the Huwon and a gate named Hongyemun decorated with a flower-patterned brick fence. 

48 Feng-Shui (literally, the theory of wind and water) had been used continuously as the basic framework 
for city, town or building design in pre-modem Korea, China and Japan. 

49 Seoul Metropolitan Government, The Landscape o/Seoul, (Seoul: Seoul Printing Industry Cooperative, 
1992), p 32. 

50 Soon-min Hong, 'Changdeokgung Palace Embraces its Natural Surroundings', Koreana, 18/3 
(Autumn 2004), pp. 70-71. 
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Fig. C2.7 Donhwamun Gate 

. 
Fig. C2.8 Injeongjeon Hall 
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The cement road between the walls of Changdeokgung Palace and Changgyeonggung Palace 

leads to the rear garden. This garden is composed by the topography, a grove, pavilions and a 

tower, halls, bridges, ponds, stream, trails, fences, rocks, monument, animals, and so on. Like 

the palace, the rear garden has several historic layers, of which 17ili 
- and 18ili -century layouts 

seem the most dominant. There are 35 buildings in the rear garden, including 17 pavilions and 

one tower. The shapes of the pavilions include rectangles, hexagons, octagons, polygons, and 

fan shapes with tiled roofs. There is one pavilion called Changuijeong that is circular shaped 

with a thatched roof. All six ponds in the palace are rectangular except one, which is called 

Bandoji. Several wells, including the King's well near Ongnyucheon Stream, spouted 

underground water. Odd-shaped rocks planted in pots were usually placed near the pavilions or 

the edges of a pond. The pots were shaped to match the rocks (Fig. C2.12 & Fig. C2.13): 

squares, rectangles, circles, hexagons, and octagons. These pots were decorated with images of 

peonies, lotus, animals, other plants and flowers, or sacred mountains. A walk was created that 

changed its width according to the topography of the mountain. There was no drainage system 

constructed separately.51 

According to the Changdeokgung Palace Management Office, there are about 297,000 plants of 

160 indigenous species in the palace forest. Examples of trees that are hundreds of years old 

include zelkova, yew, chestnut, walnut, willow, oriental oak, maple, and hornbeam, as well as 

23,000 planted specimens of 15 imported species, including yew, stone pine, white pine, ginkgo 

plum tree (Natural Monument), and Chinese junipers (Natural Monument).52 The rear garden is 

composed of three main areas: Buyongji Pond Area, Aeryonji Pond Area, and Ongnyucheon 

Stream Area. Beyond the Kajungdang and downhill, the rectangular Buyongji Pond appears in 

the valley. The garden is formed in the shape of the Korean letter 'c', with a pond in the centre. 

The Buyongji Pond 53 is a square body of water with a round island 54 in th~ middle, 

symbolizing the mountain deity (Fig. C2.9 & Fig. C2.10). Across the pond is Buyongjeong, a 

striking many-sided wooden structure in the shape of a Chinese character. It stands on the south 

of the pond, which dips into the pond. Along this pond were placed many exquisite pavilions, 

which formed part of the cluster of buildings around the pond. Y onghwadang is located to the 

east of the pond. A monument called Sajunggibigak stands to the west of the pond. Juhamnu 

Court Library is on top of the hill. (Fig. C2.11) 

SI Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden of Korea, (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 82-94. 

S2 Jae-hoon Chung, 'Korean Gardens: Where Man and Nature Become One', Koreana, 17/2 (Summer 
2003), pp. 79-80. 

S3 The pond size is about 35 metres by 29 metres. 

S4 9 metres in diameter 
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Fig. C2.9 Plan of the Buyongji Pond Area day. (Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden of Korea (Seoul: 
Chokyungsa, 1996), p. 102) 

Fig. C2 .10 and Fig. C2.11 View across from the Buyongji Pond, and Osumun Gate and Juhamnu. 
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Fig. C2.12 and Fig. C2.13 Odd-shaped rocks in pot. 

Further north, beyond the pond, there is a stone gate called Bullomun (Fig. C2.l5), which is 

constructed of a single piece of stone. Passing this gate, there is the Aeryonji Pond55
, which is 

also artificial. (Fig. C2.l4) At the northern rim of pond, with two of its piers standing over the 

water, is the Aeryonjeong Pavilion. To the west of the Aeryonji Pond lies Ryonji Pond. The 

character of this area is formed by all sorts of flowers and the fragrance of lotus flowers . To the 

west of Aeryonji Pond, there are Yoengyeongdang and neighbouring buildings, which is the 99-

room house of the highest-ranking nobleman. (Fig. C2.16 & Fig. C2.!?) Over the ridge of the 

Aeryonji Pond is a natural-shaped pond called Bandoji and many pavilions, including 

Gwallamjeong in the nearby woods. (Fig. 18) 

The Ongnyucheon Stream area in the northernmost part of the palace is the most secluded part 

of the garden. (Fig. C2.19) This area is composed of various types of artificial garden elements 

including five pavilions arranged along the stream. In the middle of Ongnyucheon is a big 

granite rock, called Soyoam, inscribed with a poem written by King Sukjong (1661-1720) who 

was enchanted with the beauty of this area. 56 The poem eulogizes the scene of a small stream of 

water flowing down the valley from the granite rock in the centre of Oknyucheon, likening it to 

55 About 12 metres from east to west and about 17 metres from north to outh 

56 Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden o/Korea, (Seoul: Chokyung a, 1996), p 107. 
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a grand waterfall flowing to the ground from the sky. 

Fig. C2.I4 and Fig. C2.IS View across from the Aeryenji Pond and Bullomun Gate. 

Fig. C2.I6 and Fig. C2.I7 Yoengyeongdang and view from a room. 
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Fig. C2.19 Koksuyeonji on the Soyoam in the Ongnyucheon Stream area 
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Fig. C2.20 Plan of the Palace in 2002. (Source: Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung 
and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), p. 37) 
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CONSERVATION 

The Changdeokgung Palace and its rear garden were destroyed and restored several times since 

the late 16th century. The first modem restoration work for the palace was launched in 1964, 

which was 'the restoration of Y oengyeongdang Manor and annex buildings,' after the 

enactment of the Cultural Properties Protection Act by the South Korean government in 1962. 

Survey and restoration work has been carried out continuously since 1964, and over 100 

projects were achieved by 2004.57 Most of the projects were focused on the restoration of 

historic buildings. It took two forms: major works (total or partial dismantling, repair, and 

reconstruction); and minor works (re-roofing, repainting, and maintenance work). Major works 

were planned and enforced, building by building. Effective fire-fighting equipment and anti­

theft security systems were installed, and insecticides and fireproofing were applied over 

wooden buildings to prevent decay and fire. 

Although the significance of the rear garden was not recognized, work on the rear garden was 

initiated in 1969 with planning for the restoration of the Huwon. This work consisted of the 

restoration of palace halls, buildings in the Huwon, and pathways in the Huwon for the first 

phase. The following year, the second phase of restoration and clean-up was carried out for the 

rear garden. Major conservation works were carried out under the direct supervision of the 

national Government between 1976 and 1979. The work began with a complete survey. The 

entire site was closed off to the public during this period, and the inner part of Huwon was still 

closed after the restoration work finished in 1979, because environmental concerns caused the 

Cultural Heritage Administration to decide the rear garden needed a period of dormancy to 

restore it to its original state. After deliberation by the Cultural Properties Committee, the palace 

was partly opened to the public but access was restricted. 

Large-scale restoration works were carried out between 1991 and 2003 in a three-phase 

campaign. During Stage 1 (1991-1995), work concentrated on the inner peristyle area. The plan 

for the buildings, including Seonjeongjon, Taejojon Hall, old Sonwonjon and the surrounding 

corridor, were drawn up during this time, based on the actual survey. This included the removal 

of the metamorphosed wings of Injeongjeon Hall that were from the Japanese Occupation, the 

restoration of 11 buildings, and the repair of two buildings. The overhead cost for the restoration 

during this phase was £460,000. Stage 2 work(1995-99) concentrated on the outer peristyle area. 

This stage included the restoration of 15 buildings and the repair of Injeongjeon. There was to 

be a total of 419 metres of drainage ditch installed and 117 metres of the wall constructed. The 

57 Sang-chul Chin et al., The gardens in the Changdeokgung and Jongmyo (Daejeon: Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 2002), pp. 156-158. 
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second phase cost about £619,000. During Stage 3 (1999-2003), which was the fmal stage, the 

Gyujanggak area was the focus. The excavation survey was first carried out, and the restoration 

plan for the building site was drawn up. Work took place on 59 buildings, including the 

restoration of 32 buildings, such as Gyujanggak, the repair of one building, and the 

reconstruction of 26 gates. A total of 465 metres of drainage ditch and 635 metres of the wall 

were also laid out during this period. The restoration cost for the Stage 3 was about 

£1,568,000.58 The restoration work was completed to recover the original state of the palace by 

the end of 2003. However, during this period, emphasis was placed on the restoration of ruined 

buildings and so restorations and reconstructions respected what they were replacing faithfully, 

in materials and techniques as well as forms. 

The projects have achieved impressive results, both in inspiring a national identity among 

Korean and as a material restoration. Most of the restoration projects for the rear garden have 

emphasized restoring or dismantling things that were deformed during the Japanese Occupation. 

For example, Juniperus chinensis var. kaizuka were planted in many parts of the palace 

compound, but these are vestiges of Japanese imperialism. There were also a variety of trees, 

such as Chinese junipers and maples, planted in the courtyard between the Daejojeon Hall and 

the Huijeongdang Hall. Such plantings are characteristic of the Japanese. In the Joseon period, it 

was customary to plant even primary trees on the sides of garden spaces because Koreans 

believed that if a big tree is planted in a courtyard, their family would become destitute. 59 

During the conservation work on the rear garden, work was not completed as a result of the 

comprehensive master plan. From time to time, as the need arises, conservation work was 

established for the rear garden on a case-by-case basis. Conservation work should be considered 

separately as well as on the whole. 

On May 2004, the Changdeokgung Palace Management Office opened to the public a restricted 

area of the rear garden that had been closed for 28 years (the Bandoji Pond Area and the 

Ongnyucheon Stream Area). It was determined that the restoration was far enough along for the 

garden to be shown to the public as it once was. This time, however, visits are strictly controlled, 

just as they are in the palace main ground. Visitors are taken on guided tours through the parts 

of the garden that are open for viewing. This way, damage to the natural ecology can be 

58 Cultural Heritage Administration, A Cultural Heritage Yearbook 2005, (Seoul: Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 2005), p. 197; Cultural Heritage Administration, Cultural Heritage Administration, 
Medium and long-term vision/or the cultural heritage: A General Planning/or the Preservation, 
Management and Practical Use o/Cultural Heritage, (Seoul: Cultural Heritage Administration, 2002), pp. 
45-46. 

59 Kuk-beyong Yoon, A History 0/ Landscape Architecture, (Seoul: 11 Cho Kak, 1989), p. 276. 
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prevented. Also, the well infonned guides can help visitors realize the historical and ecological 

importance of the garden. 

In the historic building restoration phase, there were 94 buildings in the compound in 2004 

undergoing the restoration project60, but it is still about 30 percentage of the number of 

buildings at the early 19th century; there were originally 300 buildings in the palace. As for the 

Changdeokgung, more than 80 percent of the buildings were tom down during the colonial 

period. The restoration of historic buildings was clearly identified as the top policy priority, 

although in the case of the rear garden, only half was restored to its original fonn (to standardize 

Donggwoldo61
). Restoration work of the ruined buildings is underway to recover the original 

state of the palace. This is scheduled to be completed at the end of 2011. 

Legal Status 

Changdeokgung Palace is protected by the Cultural Properties Protection Act and a series of 

related statutes. It was also designated Historic Site No. 122 in accordance with Articles 6 and 7 

of the Cultural Properties Protection Act. This means that any changes to its existing state 

require official authorization in accordance with Article 20 of the same act.· The site is 

designated and managed as a Natural Environment Preservation Zone in confonnity with Item 3 

of Article 13 of the National Land Utilization and Management Act. Therefore, no alteration 

can be made to the topography of the site without pennission by the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism. Furthennore, the Urban Planning Act designates the site of Changdeokgung Palace as 

a Cultural Property Protection Zone in ~ccordance with Article 18. The entire site is also 

designated as a Cultural Property Protection Area, which means there is a fonnal protection 

zone up to 200 metres outside the palace in accordance with Article 8 of the Cultural Properties 

Protection Act. 

In addition, a number of the buildings in the complex that have historical, academic, and artistic 

value are designated national treasures, or treasure and trees are designated as natural 

monuments. (Injeongjeon Hall was designated as National Treasure No. 225; Injeongmun Gate, 

Seonjeongjeon Hall, Huijeongdang Hall, Daejojeon Hall, Old Seonwonjeon Shrine and 

Donhwamun Gate were designated as Treasure; the Chinese juniper tree and the actinidia 

arguta plum tree were designated as Natural Monuments).62 

61 There are two pictures which size are 576cm wide by 273cm height and made into sixteen fold screen. 
They are designated as National Treasure No. 249, which were supposedly painted between 1826 and 
1831. They depict the layout ofChangdeokgung and Changgyeongung in a bird's-eye view that has been 
valuable source for the study of palace architecture and landscape 

62 Im-san Kang, 'To examine the role and problems of citizen's campaign for cultural heritage through 
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Management 

The site is owned by the Korean government and managed by the Changdeokgung Palace 

Management Office as a Cultural Property Preservation Zone and a Historic Site, as laid down 

in the Urban Planning Act and the Cultural Properties Protection Act. This body in 2004 had 51 

employees which consist of 19 full-time employees, 13 public interest service personnel, six 

part-time labourers, and 13 employees of a private cooperation.63 Changdeokgung Palace 

Management Office has the responsibility of day-to-day management and oversees all 

preservation and management of the compound. Overall supervisory responsibility rests with 

the Cultural Heritage Administration of the Ministry of Culture and Sports. This body 

collaborates in this work with the Seoul Regional Construction Office of the Ministry of 

Construction and Transport and the Ministry of Home Affairs (through the Seoul Municipal 

Government). 

Under the terms of the statutory protection, all restoration and repair work must be carried out 

by authorized restoration specialists. The Cultural Heritage Administration has the National 

Research Institute of Cultural Heritage to assist in this work and to ensure that the results of in­

depth academic research and development projects are reflected in restoration and conservation 

policies. However, they cannot provide any help or support for the rear garden, because the 

Architectural Studies Division in the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage deals with 

historic gardens or designed landscapes. Unfortunately, there is no one who is a specialist for 

the historic garden. In fact, they do not conduct research in historic landscapes. 

Funding for all aspects of the restoration and repair projects is provided for in the general 

national budget. All costs related to the management of the Changdeokgung Palace 

Management Office are subsidized by the national budget. 

In 2004, visitor numbers were estimated at 685,694, including non-paying visitors, of which 

241,922 were foreign tourists. Average visitor numbers were around 500,000 before 2004. 

However, the number of visitors in 2004 increased by 45.5 percent compared with the previous 

year because of the opening of the restricted area in the rear garden.64 Visitors must view the 

site only on guided tours at 30-minute intervals because of the need for site protection. Guided 

tours of Changdeokgung are provided for foreign visitors. Tours take one hour and 20 minutes 

the Royal Palace', inA Public hearing 0/ Actual Conditions o/Conservation and Improvement Plan/or 
the Royal Palace at the Hungkuk Life Insurance Bldg, chaired by Sang-hae Lee (Seoul: Korea Culture & 
Tourism Policy Institute, 2004), p. 38. 

63 Ibid. 

64 Cultural Heritage Administration, A Cultural Heritage Yearbook 2005 (Seoul: Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 2005), p. 588. 
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and are provided in English three times a day, in Japanese five times a day, and Chinese twice a 

day. There were 16 tour guides employed in 2004.65 

Case 3. Soswaewon: Privately Owned Historic Garden (Retreat Villa 
Garden from the Sixteenth Century) 
Soswaewon is one of the most famous gardens of the Joseon period (1392-1910) in Korea. 

Built in the middle of the sixteenth century, this is a representative garden ofthe Joseon Dynasty 

with well-preserved physical elements and an important history. 'Soswaewon' means 'garden of 

cleanliness and transparency' and that garden cleanses one's mind and body. It is a garden that 

embodies the harmony of natural and artificial features, created by leaving nature alone and 

adding a few fabricated touches. Soswaewon is situated in Jigok-ri Village, Damyang-gun, 

Jeollanam-do province, which is in the southwest ofthe Korean peninsula. The garden is located 

in the core of the area of traditional lyrical culture called 'Gasa.' This culture is strongly related 

to a pavilion and a garden because a pavilion was a centre point where people would go to be 

alone to sort out their thoughts or to rest and at other times visit in small groups for pleasure or 

discussions. During the Joseon Dynasty, literature was so much a part of everyday life for the 

aristocratic class that it was not uncommon for intellectuals to compose poems on the spot when 

the mood hit. Thus, the pavilions of the past have been referred to as cradles for literary creation. 

At that time, there were more than 800 famous pavilions across the country, and almost half 

were located in the southern part of South Korea. 

When the garden was designated a Historic Site in 1983, Soswaewon covered 4,060 square 

meters (about 1 acre). Since then, the designation area had been expanded to include the outer 

garden and auxiliary area. The total designated area now covers just over 10 hectares (108,531 

m,).66 This garden has been owned by the same family for 500 years, and is currently owned by 

Jae-young Yang, who is the fifteenth descendant of the garden creator. However, the site has 

been opened to the public, as required by law. Since the early 1990s, this garden has become a 

popular tourist destination due to the book My Exploration for Cultural Heritage67 becoming a 

bestseller. This book increased cultural awareness throughout the country and revealed several 

problems with the management of cultural heritage sites. The book was particularly directed 

toward local governments that develop cultural properties as tourist resources and have planned 

65 http://www.cdg.go.kr/ 

66 Gwang-yun Hong & Sang-yun Lee, The Traditional Landscape Architecture 0/ Korea (Seoul: Dongkuk 
University Press, 2001), p. 169; Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden o/Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 
1996), p. 259. 

67 This book introduces cultural properties found throughout the country. 
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to promote consolidation around cultural properties for tourist attractions after the 

implementation of the local autonomy system in 1995. Through the process of promoting these 

kinds of works, some mistakes have occurred and given rise to adverse effects because most of 

the planning is short-term or tourism-led development. 

Fig. C3.1 The view from Taebongd-dae of Gwangpung-gak (front) and Iewol-dang. 

BRIEF HISTORY 

San-bo Yang Off ~ m: 1503- 1557) studied in Seoul when he was fifteen years old as a disciple 

of the Neo-Confucian scholar official Gwang-jo Jo (:il1Hri1l.: 1482- 1519). Two years later, Yang 

passed the civil service examination and served in the government as the minister of audits and 

inspections; however, he realized that his future in the world of Neo-Confucian scholar officials 

was over, because his master was poisoned while in exile due to Gimyo Sahwa (e.. ~r ±~), the 

Literati Purge of 1519. Yang renounced his position, which he regarded as a mark of his 

successful studies as a scholar official in the central government, and retired to nature in his 

hometown of Jigok-ri, Nam-myeon, Damyang-gun in South Jeolla province. He started to build 

Soswaewon Ui 5.1mJ) in 1530; it was almost entirely constructed by 1542.68 The garden was a 

68 ByungRim Yoo (et al.), Prototype o/the Joseon Dynasty Garden in Korea (Seoul: Seoul National 
University, 1989), p 197; Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden o/Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), p. 
260; Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture, The Plan o/Conservation and Maintenance/or 
Soswaewon (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1983), p. 16. 
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place for his self-imposed exile in the 1530s, and he spent the rest of his life there within nature, 

composing lyrics. The garden was also used for social activities, such as visitor exchange 

programs and moral training of junior scholars. In 1597, Gwangpunggak Pavilion was 

demolished during the Japanese Invasion and reconstructed in 1614. Judging from a woodblock 

map printed in 1775, the garden was well maintained between the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries. However, most of the garden was damaged and destroyed again during the Japanese 

colonial period (1910-1945). The garden originally had eight buildings; however, only three 

pavilions remain.69 Soswaewon was first protected by the government after being designated as 

Local Monument No. 5 in 1972. The embankment and the wall were repaired in 1976 and 1977, 

respectively.70 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

The entire garden is formed along a deep and sloping valley. The garden can be divided into 

three parts according to function and location: the outer garden, the inner garden, and an 

auxiliary area. The outer garden includes the entrance and the bamboo groves while the 

courtyard around two pavilions, Gwangpunggak (Refreshing Breeze Pavilion: ;tJi1.Wn and 

Jewoldang (Clear Moon Hall: ;Pf)] :t), and the valley areas are part of the inner garden. The 

auxiliary area consists of Koamjeongsa (Drum Rock Pavilion: itAl;fk~) and the custodian's 

house, but only some fountain stones remain in this area.7I 

The inner garden can be divided into the Aeyangdan (~m Ji) area, the Ogokmun (1i M7 r~) area, 

the Jewoldang area, and the Gwangpunggak area depending on the characteristics. A path about 

50 meters long leads from the main road through a bamboo grove to an area with a wall and a 

thatched roof pavilion, named Daebongdae (To Enjoy Waiting for the Phoenix: # J1.-:1). To the 

south of this pavilion, there are two square ponds. The lower one covers an area of 4.0 by 5.5 

meters, and the upper pond near the pavilion is 2.0 by 2.8 meters. There originally was a water 

mill for decoration between the ponds. However, the mill does not exist today. Water is piped 

into the upper pond from which the overflow falls lead through a hollow log. The water runs 

over a watermill through a narrow ditch into the lower pond.72 

69 ByungRim Yoo (et al.), Prototype of the Joseon Dynasty Garden in Korea (Seoul: Seoul National 
University, 1989), pp. 197-199. 

70 Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture, The Plan of Conservation and Maintenance for 
Soswaewon (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1983), p. 7. 

71 Gwang Yun Hong & Sang Yun Lee, The Traditionai Landscape Architecture of Korea (Seoul: Dongkuk 
University Press, 2001), pp. 171-173. 

72 IFLA, Traditional Landscape Architecture of Korea (Seoul: Chokyung, 1992), pp. 120-123. 
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Aeyangdan is located north of the upper pond. There is a 70-square-meter yard that is oriented 

to get enough sunshine even during winter. The Aeyangdan area is composed of Daebongdae, 

two ponds, a waterwhee1, and Aeyangdan, which serves as the front garden. To the west from 

Aeyangdan, the mountain stream flows under the wall, and there is a gate, which is the gateway 

between the inner garden and the outer garden, on either side of the wall. It is called Ogokmun, 

which means that water meanders back and forth five times, hitting the rocks, but this gate also 

no longer exists.73 

There are two 18-meter-Iong step terraces from Ogokmun to Jewoldang Pavilion. These terraces 

are called Maedae (~*), which means place of receiving moon where Chinese apricot trees 

and Chinese thuja trees were planted; however, the Chinese apricot trees are gone, and only one 

dead Chinese thuja tree remains on the terrace. There is a 100-square-meter courtyard at the end 

of the terrace, and Jewoldang Pavilion, for the host, is at the upper area. This hall stands on a 

high point, affording a view of the entire garden and consists of a single room and a wooden­

floor room, which has a rear garden.74 

Gwangpunggak Pavilion is situated in the south of the yard of Jewoldang Pavilion; which is on 

the valley side. The central scenery of the inner garden consists of a stream that flows through 

Ogokmun onto a rock slab and falls down past Gwangpunggak to the river near the village. This 

pavilion, which measures 6.5 by 4.5 meters, has a gabled roof and a room in the middle, 

surrounded by a wooden-floor hall on three sides, so that one can view the garden all around. 

The pavilion looks out over the fast-running stream and a waterfall. It is a kind of a guest room 

and played a role as the centre point in the garden. Some significant phrases and poetry have 

been composed in the pavilion that describe the garden.7s 

73 J ae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden of Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996). 

74 Toshiro Inaji, The Garden as Architecture (Tokyo: Kodansha International, 1988), p. 179. 

7S Byung-rim Yoo (et al.), Prototype of the Joseon Dynasty Garden in Korea (Seoul: Seoul National 
University, 1989), pp. 200-204; Gwang Yun Hong & Sang Yun Lee, The Traditional Landscape 
Architecture of Korea (Seoul: Dongkuk University Press, 2001), pp. 171-173; Jae-hoon Chung, "Korean 
Gardens: Where Man and Nature Become One," Koreana, 17/2 (Summer 2003), p. 80. 
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Fig. C3.2, C3 .3, and C3.4 The bamboo grove, Daebongdae, and the upper pond. 
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CONSERVATION 

Historical documents 

Many historical documents about Soswaewon have survived. The oldest surviving document, 48 

quatrains by In-hu Kim written in 1548,76 describes 48 landscapes of the garden (Table 1). It is 

important not only to identify physical elements but also to be able to examine the meaning of 

the garden. "Yuseosukrok," written by Kyung-myung Ko 77 in 1574 after he explored 

Soswaewon, describes contemporary garden features.78 

No. Title Meaning 

1 Sojeongbingnan (.1,;f-?~~) leaning upon the balustrade of a small pavilion 

2 Chimgyemunbang (:#l.5t ~% ) the library that is on the bank of the stream 

3 Wiamjeolnyu (JtAtJtUiL) running stream that is on the craggy place 

4 Busanoam ($1 J,.,t.-At) a tortoise rock that is sitting against the mountain 

5 Seokgyeongbanwi (;G~-'-Jt) climbing a rock perilously 

6 Sodangeoyeong (.J,.t;g .~,i1j() fish swimming in the small pond 

7 Gomoktongnyu (~'l *i!5it) water that is running through a timber gutter 

8 Yongunsudae (4}1;7juft) water mill sending up clouds of spray 

9 Tujugwigyo (~# Jttt-) perilous bridge leading to the bamboo grove 

10 Cheonganpunghyang (-t if: .Ha.~) whistling from the bamboo grove 

11 Jidaenamnyang utj:.~iJ($) cooling down the heat on the high ground 

12 Maedaeyowol (~j:.~}J) enjoying the moon on the Japanese apricot terrace 

13 Gwanfseokwawol ("';G IR}J ) lying with viewing the moon on a large rock 

14 Wongyuturyu (J~il~$it) water running through under the wall 

15 Haengeumgognyu (~Fttlij$it) meandering stream under a apricot tree 

16 Gasanchosu (1Yi J,., $*M) grasses and trees on the artificial mountain 

17 Songseokcheonseong (t.};G J(;.JiX.) natural pines and rocks 

18 Pyeonseokchangseon (.iA;G iflt) moss widely covered rock 

19 Tabamjeongjwa (;fa'JU~±) sitting on a bench rock quietly 

20 Okchuhoenggeum (.I:.i"fk~ ~) playing Geomungo at the edge of the clear water . 

21 Bongnyujeonbae(%tiit1*~) passing the cup around through floating running water 

22 Sangamdaegi (,*At1Hft.) playing Baduk on a flat rock 

76 A Confucian scholar, 1510-1560. 

77 A writer in the middle of the Joseon Dynasty, 153l-1592. 

78 Deuk-yum Chun, The Most Beautiful Garden in Korea; Soshaewon (Seoul: Bal-Un, 1999), p. 16; Jae­
hoon Chung, Traditional Garden o/Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 261-265. 
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23 Sugyesanbo (11~Pi1!i~) strolling on long stone steps 

24 Uisugoeseok ("*@~.:G) napping, leaning against a rock beside Japanese pagoda tree 

25 Jodambangyok (~~~~~) taking a bath in the pond 

26 Dangyossangsong (~~~t~) a pair of pine trees beside bridge lying across 

27 Sanaesongguk (1!i~t~~) the slope is scattered with pines and chrysanthemums 

28 Seokbugomae (.:G8}t") Japanese apricots solitarily blooming on a rock pedestal 

29 Hyeomnosuhwang (9t~f~Jl) a narrow path through a bamboo grove 

30 Byeongseokjukgeun (iZt.:G -tt*u.) bamboo taking root on the rocks 

31 Jeolaesogeum (~e~ ~ It) the bird nidificating on a cliff 

32 Chonggyunmojo (jtA~.~) a bird flying into the bamboo grove after night falls 

33 Hakjeomyeonap (~*eK~) dozing ducks at the edge of the water in the mountain village 

34 Gyeokdanchangpo (l:tti.t ~~) blooming irises at the edge of the rapids 

35 Sacheomsagye (* Ji lm $) Chinese roses blooming aslant on the eaves 

36 Doochunhyo ({j~J.f.;*~) spring coming to the hill of peach blossoms 

37 Dongdaehaeum (~:I: .l.ft) giving summer shade on the terrace of paulownia trees 

38 Oeumsapok (:f3-ftill~J.) pouring the flow of water to the bottom of a paulownia tree 

39 Yujeongyeonggaek (#P~T£1:i:) receiving company by the willow stream 

40 Gyeokganbugeo (IWJ ~r·Ht It{) blooming water lilies at the other side of the stream 

41 Sanjisuna (1!i~lf. f) scattering buds of watershield on the pond 

42 Cheunganjami (itt~r.'~~) blooming crape myrtle valley stream 

43 Jeokupacho (i~~e~) raindrops knocking a banana tree 

44 Yeonghakdanpung(~~fT~) showing autumnal tints at the valley 

45 Pyeongwonposeol (4)-111 jilj~) snow overspreading on extensive garden 

46 Daeseolhongchi ("~~4) red gardenia carrying white snow on the head 

47 Yangdandongo (1% ~t.f.-1f-) shining Aeyangdan at daylight in winter 

48 Jangwonjeyeong (-!UE.~#.) songs hung on the long wall 

Table 1 Titles of the 48 verses of the poem 

The oldest surviving plan dates from 1775. The 1775 plan shows the topography, ornaments, 

and trees, but the shrubs and lower plants are not drawn. The plan is 36 centimeters by 24 

centimeters. The 48 verses of the poem were printed at the top of the plan. The printing carved 

on a wood plate that showed an image of Soswaewon remains within the garden. 79 It is a very 

79 Byung-rim Yoo et al., Prototype of the Joseon Dynasty Garden in Korea (Seoul: Seoul National 
University, 1989), p. 199. . 

Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden of Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 265-274. 
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important print used to estimate the state of the garden at that time; moreover, it is a very rare 

document among the Joseon Dynasty gardens. The 48 poem verses and the 1775 plan were used 

to record a new proposal as fundamental data in 1983. The study of Soswaewon started in the 

1970s during the postwar period. Soswaewon has attracted scholars' attention in Laridscape 

Architecture, Korean literature, Confucianism, and Architecture in terms of academic subjects. 

However, most studies have primarily interpreted the garden as abstract or ideological rather 

than realistic. The 48 verses and the 1775 plan have been mainly studied to identify the 

authenticity of the garden such as history, layout, plants, and so on. 

Planting 

The distribution of gardening plants has been studied and analyzed on the spot and compared 

with the plants that research has deduced from the poem and the print written in 1548 and 1775, 

respectively. Twenty species, including fourteen kinds of woody plants and six kinds of 

herbaceous plants, were described in the records, but fifty-six species composed of thirty-four 

kinds of woody plants and twenty-two kinds of herbaceous plants grew in Soswaewon in 1999. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides, Pinus densijlora, and Prunus mume were the dominant species that 

grew in Soswaewon during the fifteenth through the seventeenth centuries, but the plants 

gradually changed, and Zelkova serrata was the most dominant species in 1999. No garden 

plants have survived in Soswaewon since the 1530s; the oldest plant, a pine tree, is estimated to 

be 200-300 years old. One Pinus densijlora was described in the 1775 woodprint of 

Soswaewon, but it is not certain whether the plant was planted or grew on its own. It is the 

oldest plant in Soswaewon, but is threatened because of the deteriorating surroundings. 80 

The 1983 report 

The first modem plan approved for Soswaewon, the Conservation Plan and Design of 1983, 

proposed that the original layout may have been based on the 1775 woodprint; this idea was 

supported by accounts from historical literature. This plan proposed the restoration of whole 

areas of the garden and buildings pertaining to the garden. The plan was designed in the 

aftermath of the garden'S designation as National Monument Historic Site No. 304 by the Korea 

Institute of Landscape Architecture under the supervision of the Cultural Heritage 

Administration. The proposal surveyed and analyzed the current conditions of the whole site. 

The proposal provided information about the original plants and the distribution of plants in 

1983. The proposal also included visitor management, facilities needed, and guidance for 

80 Dong-oh Jung, "Landscaping Plants in 'Soswaewon' Garden," Culture Study of Honam District, Vol. 9 
(1997), pp. 152-155; Jae-eun Vu, "Analysis of Gardening Plants in Soswaewon," Journal of the Natural 
Science, Vol. 18 (1999), pp. 80-81. 
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restoration work.81 The plan has been broadly applied as a basic plan up to the present, but it is 

difficult to understand the actual conditions at that time (Fig. 6). 

Some repairs and restorations were carried out after this research; however, the work was not 

implemented using authentic materials. For example, cement was applied to restore the bridge, 

wall, embankment, and cornerstone of the pavilion. A drainage system and the path of the flow 

were demolished after this restoration work because the restoration of the wall and embankment 

were based on a survey of a substructure that was superficial at that time. 

\~ 
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Fig. C3.6 The proposed original plan in 1983 (Source: Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture, The 
Plan of Conservation and Maintenance for Soswaewon (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1983), p. 
51). 

81 Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture, The Plan of Conservation and Maintenance for 
Soswaewon (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1983), pp. 73-75. 
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The 1999 report 

This project was executed by the neighboring Korean Architecture Culture Research Institute of 

Myongji University under the supervision of the County of Damyang. The proposal was based 

on the 1983 proposed plan. The report warned that the site was endangered; therefore, a 

conservation plan should be immediately tackled for the site. The report also proposed several 

visitor management programs.82 However, this proposal was not implemented; no explanation 

was given. 

Legal status 

Soswaewon is designated as Historic Site No. 304 in accordance with Article 6 in Chapter 2 of 

the Nation Designated Cultural Properties of the Cultural Properties Protection Act and annexed 

list 1 in the Enforcement Regulation of the Cultural Properties Protection Act. 83 Therefore, this 

means that any changes to the garden's existing state require official authorization. 

Management 

Although the garden is owned by a descendant of the garden's creator, overall supervisory 

responsibility rests with the Cultural Heritage Administration while the responsibility for 

administrative management is delegated to the Department of Culture, Leisure and Tourism of 

the municipal authority in the County of Damyang as a historic site. However, no one is wholly 

responsible for Soswaewon garden.\ Moreover, it is not clear whether all staff members are 

qualified through regular training programs or not. Under the terms of the statutory protection, 

all restoration and repair work must be carried out by authorized specialists. Funding for all 

aspects of the repair and restoration of the site must be provided from the national budget. 

The County of Damyang has ten national designated cultural properties and forty-six local 

designated cultural properties. Five officials are employed to administer sixty-six cultural 

properties. Their administrative duties include general affairs of the civic administration of 

cultural properties. One official plans the restoration and reconstruction of cultural properties. 

Nobody is wholly responsible for Soswaewon garden.\Moreover, it is not clear whether all staff 

members are qualified through regular training programs or no~. Since 1983, the national 

treasury has invested £220,000 in repairs and restoration and to purchase surrounding land for 

the garden. The repair or restoration work was carried out only when natural disasters or visitors 

severely damaged specific structures. The presence of wardens capable of explaining the site 

82 Korean Architectural Culture Research Institute, The Integration Planning of Conservation for the 
Soswaewon and Its Surroundings (Korea: Myongji University, 1999), pp. 226-227. 

83 Among the Historic Site designation standards, Soswaewon falls under the category that great scientific 
value is possessed in some places such as historic buildings, historic parks and gardens, wells, and so on. 
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history and its preservation issues is a helpful tool for safeguarding the site and preventing 

damage. Although the legal management body is the County of Damyang, the council has not 

provided any day-to-day maintenance expenses or workforce. 

CONSERVATION ISSUES 

Visitors 

Soswaewon is one of the main tourist destinations in the County of Damyang comfortably close 

to Gwangju City. The county has used Soswaewon to advertise the region as a tourist 

destination without any effort to conserve this site. As a result of increasing visitor numbers, the 

site has rapidly deteriorated, with the original fabric of the garden suffering as a result. The 

number of visitors has increased significantly; at present, approximately between 1,000 and 

5,000 visitors are expected each day, and the situation is worsening because there is no site 

management or maintenance. According to the owner of the garden, visitor numbers are thought 

to be at least one million per year. The worst problems are therefore posed by visitors because 

no management plan for visitors and the site has been implemented yet. 

The Cultural Heritage Administration recommends that the owner open Soswaewon to the 

public according to Article 33, paragraph 1, in the Cultural Properties Protection Act, which 

states: "Every Nation-designated cultural property shall, save the case where specific Nation­

owned cultural property is restricted in opening to the public, be made accessible to the public 

unless there are special reasons." Cultural properties are extremely fragile when there are many 

visitors. At least a million people visit per year, without any conservation activities for the 

garden. Most of the physical damage in the Soswaewon garden is caused by visitors. According 

to the owner, only 40% of plants survive of those recorded in 1983. However, no academic or 

scientific research has been carried out on visitor impact. Therefore, no type of impact, such as 

direct or indirect, short-term or long-term, has been established. The owner has insisted that the 

garden has been under threat from visitor impact. Periods when the garden is closed to visitors 

are therefore proposed by the owner, based on Article 33, paragraph 2, in the Cultural Properties 

Protection Act, which states: "The Administrator of Cultural Heritage Administration may, 

where it is necessary to preserve Nation-designated cultural properties and prevent them from 

being damaged, restrict public access to the whole or part of such cultural properties." However, 

the local council was active in opposing this proposal because council members insisted that 

visitors contribute to the local economy through expenditure in the surrounding area and region. 
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Fig. C3.7 and Fig. C3.8 Bridge and wall. 

Fig. C3 .9 and Fig. C3 .IQ Erosion of the ground and a damaged wooden gutter. 
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The site's visitor capacity needs to be established to determine how many visitors the garden 

can support without being damaged. Facilities are needed for a greater number of visitors; for 

example, there is no visitor centre although it was proposed in the 1983 study. There are only 

two facilities for visitors, which are the parking lot and toilets outside the site. The Damyang 

County Council has contracted a private organization to collect parking fees. The toilet facility 

seems to be in a state of neglect because the responsibility of its management is not clear. It is 

felt by some that the county council may use the parking facility merely as a source of revenue 

for the county. Visitor management should be expeditiously planned and be based on detailed 

know ledge of the expected annual visitor flow in order to minimize visitor impact. 

Conflict between the owner and the local council 

Opening a cultural property to the public was originally defmed as a compulsory duty of the 

owner by the law; however, it is now a recommendation following the amendment of the 

Cultural Properties Protection Act in 1999. The owner could close the garden or charge an 

admission fee. 

Both issues have been continuously addressed as an appropriate visitor management policy 

since 1999. However, it is hard to decide because of moral and ethical issues. Soswaewon has 

been open to the public for more than twenty years without entrance fees. According to Article 

39, paragraph 1, in the Cultural Properties Protection Act: "The owner, holder or managing a 

body of a Nation-designated cultural property may collect an admission fee from visitors where 

they open the cultural property to the public." Thus, it is legally valid. The owner of Soswaewon 

garden has charged a small visitor fee since 2005. It is only 50 pence per person. 

Soswaewon is a private property, but the legal administering body for the site is the County of 

Damyang. In principle, the owner, the County of Damyang, and the Cultural Heritage 

Administration agreed to charge an entrance fee. However, there is debate over which body will 

collect the admission fee. There seems to be a conflict between promoting t~urism and 

protecting cultural property. A rapid deterioration in the relationship between the three entities 

was triggered by the demolition of a temporary ticket office at the entrance of Soswaewon by 

the local council. The County of Damyang states that it demolished this structure because it had 

not received authorization and the structure was located on land that is owned by the county. 

The County of Damyang has taken an active interest in the right of management after 

addressing the issue of applying to the UNESCO World Heritage List without establishing a 

conservation policy or management strategy for Soswaewon. The problem is absolutely 

aggravated by a lack of understanding each other. 
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Archaeological investigation 

In 1998, an archaeological investigation in Soswaewon garden was carried out by the Buyeo 

National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, which had been commissioned to do so by the 

Damyang County Council, the authority for such supervisory responsibilities. 84 The 

investigation area was confined to the southeast corner of the site in order "to confirm 

archaeological evidence of the foundations of two buildings. It is difficult to understand why an 

archaeological investigation was not carried out fifteen years ago, despite research evidence that 

several buildings had already disappeared by that time. As anyone concerned with matters of 

architecture or archaeology is aware, archaeological investigations are crucial elements of the 

process for conservation of historic gardens. The resulting report stated that it was hard to grasp 

the characteristics of the foundations clearly because of severe damage. It was suggested that 

the whole site should be investigated in order to establish the condition of the garden. 

UNESCO World Heritage List " 

Despite the lack of any appropriate conservation planning or management strategy for 

Soswaewon garden, the issue of applying to add it to the UNESCO World Heritage List has 

been addressed. The County of Damyang has taken an active interest in the right of management 

since addressing the issue. An application for the garden to be placed on the list was initiated by 

the Society of Landscape Architects for Cultural Property in 2001. The County of Damyang and 

the Provincial Government of Jeollanam-do decided to apply to have Soswaewon placed on the 

UNESCO World Heritage List. In spite of this, Soswaewon is still under threat. Controversies 

and questions continue to swirl about the future of the garden. 

Soswaewon clearly reflects the desire to abide by the principles of nature. In particular, the 

garden makes extensive use of natural features, whose original state is maintained as much as 

possible. It is the oldest known example of the landscape style in Korea. The garden is a 

representation of the ideal world that scholars sought to find when they retreated from public 

life to the solitude of the countryside. However, a variety of dangers due to human intervention, 

particularly visitors and improper management, have threatened the garden. These dangers may 

be specific and proven imminent threats, or they may be potential ones. 

84 Buyeo National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, Report" ofInvestigation on Excavation of 
Damyang Soswaewon (Daejeon: Buyeo National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, 2000). 
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Appendix E: The Transcriptions of Interviews 

The principle applied to the selection of respondents was that 'less is more'. It is more important 

to work longer and with greater care with a few people than more superficially with many of 

them to achieve an intensive survey. Valuable research data which develops the quality of 

empirical evidence available has been obtained by carrying out personal interviews with nine 

people who are involved in the field of historic gardens and the Cultural Properties 

Administration in Korea. These interviewees include: the administrator of the heritage policy 

bureau; two administrators of the historic and scenic sites bureau in the Cultural Properties 

Administration, which is the government organisation for the conservation of cultural heritage 

in Korea; a researcher of the National Research Institute of Cultural Properties; four 

interviewees are professors who are involved in the fields of historic gardens and cultural 

heritage; a member of the society for the conservation of Soswaewon garden. 

Interview design, the selection of interviewees, the choice of questions and contact with 7 

interviewees was completed by the middle of May 2005. To help bring out their ideas about the 

subject, the interview proposal and research main questions were sent to the interviewees 7 days 

before the interview date. The interview was conducted over about 90minutes but this depended 

on the situation of each interviewee. Interviews were finished by the end of September. 

The qualitative interview questions were deliberately flexible. The purpose of each interview is 

to listen to the interviewee's experiences, thoughts and feelings about the conservation of the 

historic environment and historic gardens, and also to assess the factors which influence their 

opinions. Therefore the questionnaires were not designed in detail. Ilowever, if there were no 

direction at all, it would be very hard to take notes and analyse the result, so five main questions 

were asked with several checkpoints. The transcriptions in Korean centred main conversations 

with a summary in English are attached below. 
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Interviewees List 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Institutions and Position 

Professor of Seoul National University, a former chair of the 
Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture 

Professor of Seoul National University, the vice-president of 
ICOMOS Korea 

Professor of Seoul National University, the representative of the 
National Trust of Korea 

A Chair-Professor of the Department of Traditional Landscape 
Architecture in the Korean National University of Cultural 
Heritage, a former administrator in the Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

A researcher in the Division of Architectural Studies of the 
National Institute of Cultural Heritage 

A member of the Society for the Conservation of Soswaewon 
Garden 

An official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 
Heritage Administration 

An official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 
Heritage Administration 

An official in the Heritage Policy Bureau of Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

Date 
(2005) 

19/July 

19/July 

19/July 

25/August 

15/ 
September 

19/ 
September 

14/ 
September 

14/ 
September 

14/ 
September 

Appendix E 

Dur. 
(min.) 

100 

60 

50 

130 

40 

50 

50 

50 

30 
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A Sample of Interview Questions 

Interview Date: 

Position: 

Name: 

Contact: 

Introduction of myself and interview objectives 

Questions reconfirming the interviewee 's status or position for the interview 

General Questions 

I. Can I record this interview with the recorder? 

2. How long have you worked in this position? 

3. What did you do before working in thi s position? 

Main Questions 

Question 1 Reasons for conserving historic environments and designed landscapes 

- List of reasons 

- Why are those important in Korea? 

- What is the role of historic environment, e:;,pecially parks & gardens, in national identity? 

Question 2 Conservation system in national and local level in Korea? 

- Strength and weakness 

- Barriers and limitations in local and national level 

- Role of academia 

- Foreign experience 

- Conservation policies and legislations 

- Cultural heritage classification 

- Short-term and long-term plan 

Question 3 Value of historic parks & gardens 

- Why, What is the value of historic parks & gardens 

- What kind of Korean historic parks & gardens can be included 
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Question 4 Reason for threatening. historic parks & gardens 

- List of reason 

- Why historic parks & gardens are omitted in designated system 

- present situation 

- recent development or restoration 

- How to encourage the conservation of historic parks and gardens 

Question 5 What are main trends and directions we will have to pursue in the future 

in terms of the research perspective? 

- Conservation paradigm 

- Main stream 

- Any suggestions 
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The Transcriptions of Interviews 

INTERVIEWEE 1 

Byung-rim Yoo is Professor of Seoul National University and a former chair of the Korean 

Institute of Landscape Architecture. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in July 2005, mainly focusing on attitudes regarding garden 

culture in Korea. He pointed out that garden could be an intrinsic type of landscape architecture 

and a basis for the quality or well-being of life, therefore garden culture and historic gardens 

should be conserved with appropriate management and care. However contemporary Korean 

society has failed to be concerned about issues related to gardens because of the lack of 

identification of Korean gardens and insufficient knowledge-based research. The reasons why 

there is a lack of identification of Korean gardens were indicated: the Institute of Korean 

Traditional Landscape Architecture has played a vital role in studying historic gardens but it is 

insufficient; there is no concept of a modem Korean garden and there is artistic cowardice as 

well as a lack of identity of garden in the style of landscape architecture. These observations are 

related to the issue of the identification of contemporary garden culture. It was indicated that 

there is a lack of basiC research; for example there is no database about gardens and information 

is not shared between private botanical gardens; there is no module related to gardens in the 

universities' curriculum and there is confusion about what exactly a traditional Korean garden 

was. In order to rehabilitate the enjoyment of gardens, he suggested establishing an organization 

that aims to promote interest in historic gardens and gardening and to encourage their 

conservation as a component of Korean heritage. The organisation should play an influential 

role by encouraging interest in, the study of, and education about Korean garden and cultural 

landscape history; it would aim to identify, document, and to promote conservation and the 

restoration of gardens; it would collect and coordinate resources and expertise about the history 

of Korean gardens; and it would create opportunities to visit and learn about gardens as well as 

providing or supporting archives and libraries with collections devoted to them. All of the 

organisation'S activities would aim to support the enculturation and popularization of garden for 

example using the mass media, that is television, to promote garden culture to the public. 

Transcription 
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INTERVIEWEE 2 
Kee-won Hwang is Professor of Seoul National University and was the president of ICOMOS 

Korea. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in July 2005, focusing on the role of ICOMOS Korea's activities 

for the conservation of cultural heritage in Korea and the trends in cultural landscape. ICOMOS 

Korea was established in 1999 to develop its expertise and experience in the conservation of 

historic monuments and sites, as a national committee of ICOMOS. He had worked for 

ICOMOS Korea as its vice-president. He pointed out that historic gardens should be included as 

a target of ICOMOS Korea's activity but currently its organization is not specialized into 

specific fields like ICOMOS UK. ICOMOS Korea currently focuses on strengthening its 

position on International ICOMOS and introducing Korean culture to other national committees. 

It is expected that historic gardens could be one of the main issues tackled by ICOMOS Korea 

in the near future even though historic gardens have not yet engaged attention. Prof Hwang also 

said that recent trends concerning landscapes are influenced by the implem,entation of the 

Landscape Law in Japan. He said that there were few people interested in researching cultural 

and historic landscapes before the 2000s. 

Transcription 
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The Transcriptions of Interviews Appendix E 

INTERVIEWEE 3 
Byoung-e Yang is Professor of Seoul National University and is the representative of the 

National Trust of Korea (NTK). 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in July 2005, focusing on the activities of the National Trust in 

Korea and its role in the conservation of cultural heritage, including historic gardens, in the 

future. He has been involved in the NTK since its inception. He said that Koreans are currently 

experiencing destruction of our natural, historical and cultural resources due to a lack of public 

awareness coupled with our one-sided focus on economic advancement triggered by 

governments' unilateral support for development-oriented policies in the course of rapid 

economic movement. It is our duty and responsibility for the people of the country to be 

together in efforts to preserve and restore the country's natural and cultural heritage. To achieve 

this important task we need a good system of policy so that we can monitor and safeguard our 

natural and cultural heritage. Apart from a good system support from various government 

agencies, NOOs could play an important role to enhance conservation and appreciation of our 

heritage. In the light of these situations, the National Trust Movement took its enthusiastic first 

step in January 2000. The NTK has several natural sites and one cultural site which is the 

birthplace of the first chair of the national museum. Although gardens are not the main target of 

the NTK's strategy, gardens could be amongst its conservation objects after the NTK is settled 

and well-established in Korean society. The plain fact is that Korea has need of many 

professionals related to the conservation of cultural heritage including garden historians, garden 

conserVation practitioners, professionals who experienced international trends and so on. 

Transcription 

0J~ol ..ii!.-4'd.4~ 0Jt;~-*.£ :>J-~ ~oJ 2005'd 7!?J 19°J ..ii!.-4~~ oJ-T"'Jo1l~i o--}= 
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INTERVIEWEE 4 
Jae-hoon Chung is Chair-Professor of the Department of Traditional Landscape Architecture in 

the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage and is a former administrator in the 

Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in August 2005, focusing on the history of Korean gardens and 

their conservation. He had worked in the Office of Cultural Properties (the predecessor of the 

Cultural Heritage Administration) over thirty years including as an administrator for seven years. 

He pointed out that the early stage of garden conservation was focused on clearing off vestiges 

of Japanese occupation because many Japanese landscaping features were adopted in Korean 

landscapes. However it was hard to distinguish between Korean tradition and the Japanese one 

because Korea's distinctive garden heritage was not recognized until the early 1960s. Until then 

many books related to cultural heritage had been written by Japanese authors, and there was no 

Korean report or survey of historic landscapes because Korea's main challenge had been 

economic restoration after the Korean War. Even cherry-blossom viewing parties in the early 

spring were not recognized as an introduced culture from Japan but rather mis-perceived as a 

Korean tradition. It was considered as an important and urgent task to establish what the 

characteristics of a Korean garden were. The repair of Hyeonchungsa Shrine in the late 1960s 

and the excavation of Anapji, the pond of Silla's East Palace, in the 1970s were the cornerstones 

. of increasing concern for historic landscapes. Of course there have been many trials and errors 

but it is true that research into historic gardens has developed within less than forty years. It was 

pointed out that many things remain to study and disclose about Korean historic designed 

landscapes, particularly before the Joseon dynasty (before the 14th century). It is also necessary 

to diversify viewpoints and research strategies for gardens in the Joseon dynasty. Gardening in 

the period of the Joseaon dynasty seeks to accentuate the topography of its locations, not 

dominate them. Man-made features like pavilions, ponds and artificial waterfalls enhance the 

experience. Song Confucianism's view of nature from China strongly influenced Joseon gardens. 

It was through these influences that Joseon art was created, with its naturalistic style untouched 

by artifice, while a worldly, practical lifestyle flourished, based on moderation and diligence. 

Indeed, this led to the development of a highly humanistic and straight-forwardly naturalistic 

culture. A rectangular pond in gardens would reflect the yin and yang principle but there is a 

probability that rectangular pond was in fashion because it had been created in royal gardens. 

Professor Chung said that my research and writings could be one of the interpretation of garden 

history and laying the cornerstone of garden history on the real state of nonexistence. 
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INTERVIEWEE 5 

Hyeon Kang is a researcher in the Division of Architectural Studies of the National Research 

Institute of Cultural Heritage. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted on September 2005, focusing on the role of the institute for the 

conservation of historic gardens. Hyeon Kang pointed out that there is no one dealing with 

historic gardens in the institute though he agrees that the Division of Architectural Studies 

should include the field of historic gardens. Therefore our interview was focused on other 

related issues such as the role of local institutes, the budget for the institute and the treatment of 

researchers. He said that local institutes were established to undertake research and survey in 

prefectural regions within their jurisdiction, but they could not deal with urban areas in their 

area because of the sheer weight of work this would involve. 

Transcription 
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INTERVIEWEE 6 

Anonymous interviewee is a member of the Society for the Conservation of Soswaewon Garden. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in September 2005 in Soswaewon Garden. The interviewee has 

participated in the society for a long time as a local resident. He pointed out that there are 

several issues arising from the government's support and the garden's restoration after natural 

disaster, and insisted on the need for an action plan for the garden's management, from day care 

to annual maintenance. The garden now opens to the public without charge. One main problem 

arises from the large number of visitors, and the lack of a plan for visitor management. 

Something should be established, he believes, to let know visitors know that this garden 

possesses special meaning, and to help visitors enjoy the garden including the possibility of a 

variety of different kinds of support, either signage or publications. He also noted the slow 

disorganised process of restoration work, made necessary by natural calamities, by the 

government. The powerful Typhoon Maemi in 2003 caused the collapse of the eaves of 

Gwangpunggak pavilion in Soswaewon garden. The CHA and Damyang local council restored 

the pavilion roof and the work was supported by the National Treasury. He said that the 

restoration work had been outsourced from a licensed architectural firm to an unlicensed one , 
and that the restoration cost appropriated had therefore been too high. He also pointed out if the 

restoration work had been carried out by the owner or the society, restoration work for the 

whole garden site could have been carried out within the same budget. 

Transcription 
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INTERVIEWEE 7 

This anonymous interviewee is an official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 

Heritage Administration. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in September 2005 about his job and historic designed landscapes. 

He said that if the wide range of elements within the historic designed landscape is to be 

effectively managed, it is clearly essential that these are properly identified and changes fully 

recorded and monitored. This should be recognized as being particularly important since many 

of these features, such as buried archaeological remains and standing historic buildings,· 

coincide. However currently it cannot be conducted by the human resources available in the 

Cultural Heritage Administration because they are so short-handed. As a result of this, the CHA 

does not hold clear infonnation about the full extent, character or condition of historic 

landscapes and cultural heritage. Clearly the lack of sufficiently comprehensive information in 

the case of local authorities is likely to severely impede the effective management of the historic 

gardens, and limit the ability of local governments to make properly infonned decisions about 

their future in tenns of both development control and more strategic actions. 

Transcription 
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INTERVIEWEE 8 

This anonymous interviewee is an official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 

Heritage Administration. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in September 2005, about her responsibilities and the importance 

of historic gardens in the bureau. Even though she did not work for historic gardens, she pointed 

out the limitations of the bureau for the conservation of cultural heritage because of the way in 

which it applied the established recruitment system for officials. Her major interest was the old 

fine arts, but she had worked on historic sites. Most of her work was dealing with public 

grievances about the historic sites rather than related to the need of professional knowledge. She 

pointed out another system which related to her position. The principle applying to Korean 

executive posts is rotation, and most officials were recruited by civil examinations with no 

regard to specialization even though currently professionals are appointed. Officials who have 

worked in a certain post for a certain period of time must take another post, which may not have 

any connection or relevance to the previous post. This could be good for the individual career 

and to prevent corruption and complacency within the administrative structure but it can be bad 

for the specific field of administration that need special ism and experience, as for example in 

the Cultural Heritage Administration. It is necessary to find a systematic management 

alternative for accomplishing the balance of these two roles, requiring impartial public service 

standards on the one hand or specific professional skills on the other, more effectively. 

Transcription 
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The Transcriptions of Interviews Appendix E 

INTERVIEWEE 9 

This anonymous interviewee is an official in the Heritage Policy Bureau of Cultural Heritage 

Administration. 

Summary I 

The interview was conducted in September 2005. The Heritage Policy Division is in charge of 

setting up cultural heritage management policies and forming and operating the Cultural 

Heritage Committee. The perceived quality of historical areas varies with time, age, gender, 

group and so on. Values change in response to events, but also evolve as the result of gradual 

deterioration of the fabric for example or, conversely, with the progressive social appropriation 

of given artefacts by the population. Accordingly, the assumed significance of an historical area 

should be regularly updated. This is especially important when assessing the effects of a project 

or plan upon the environment. However policy for cultural heritage in Korea is not as 

comprehensive or as multidisciplinary as it needs to be. 

Transcription 

~j.}.~~ XJ~:4oJ1 ~l.AJ {t~~ °Jj;·Ht~ 2005'\1 9~ 14°J ~oJ9-J .A}..!f~JoJ1"i ~ 

30{t~J °14-oi~4. ~oJ.2.l 01 ~ ~ ~{~1~1 ~ .A}°J=~~9 ~loJ ~l3!ra ~tl- ~oJ9-J 

.2.l.A}~ oJ~}~ *~}~4. -4~ AJ~Jl:4~} ~}~ 0J:4 ~~i- %~J~ ~j.}.~~ AJ~JloJ1 

tll ~}o~ °1 0}:~1 ~}~ 4. 

tl- 1.fa}.2.l -S-j.}.·;PJ ~ ..2 1.fa} ~ .A}.2.l i-~J ~. AJ.AJ ~ ~ AJ ~1 ~ "i '{1 ~-T1J ~.2.l .A}~J-~ 

°J~PJ~ s.1J ~}2 ,~,~ 0J.2.l '{1~ AJ~l1J ~ ~rg~}~ ~1 tlJo1 -'B4 . ..2 ~oJ1.:£ ~-T~}2 
~j}TI.AJ~ ~~~}2 ~i1~}~ 0J ~ ~j.}. {t°}:oJ1"i.:£ .A1~J- "J!!ll~} °Joi1.f~ ~}~J- tll.B.~oJ 

{to}: %oJ1 ~}1.f0J 1!°1 ~PJo14 . ..2t!i2.~ ~j}TI"J.2.l ~~:4 ~i1~ .A1~J-~J~loJ1 °J-~1~1 
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