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words not having Is:! as an alternative, although see the 

high variants used before /r/.l Those variants between 

the half-open and open positions (i.e. ere:], ere:] and [a:]) 

are the most common, whilst fully open variants are regular, 

but not as frequent as those just mentioned. The main variants 

are in an area from front to front of centre. Backed variants 

(i.e. [~:], [~:], [n:] and [a:] are regular, but even then not 

compulsory, before If, s, e/; front variants are also possible 

before these voiceless fricatives. Baqked variants are 

optional in words where /re:/ is not followed historically by 

/r/; they may even be encountered before /r/, or where /r/ 

followed historically, but rather infrequently. It should 

be noted that at one time there appears to have been a phoneme 

/a:/ in the dialect, but that the residual traces of it are 

assigned in this analysis to /a\/.2 

/re:/ is usually quite long, even before a fortis 

consonant.3 Post-vocalic /r/ is retained more often after 

/re:/ than after other vowels, and sometimes colours the 

vowel throughout its duration. This explains the existence 

of the more central [3:]-type variants before /r/: heavy 

centralisation, sometimes combined with raising, is concomitant 

with /r/-colouring, and the [3:]-types seem to represent the 

most extreme form of this development.4 

1. The use of [3:]-tyyes before /r/ is probably more widespread 
in the less populous areas around the outskirts of Bolton, 
where /r/ is sometimes used more extensively in final post
vocalic and preconsonantal positions - cf. section 5.5.21.1. 

2. Now that there is no remaining open, back, unrounded phoneme 
of any definite status, it is possible for modified speakers 
to use more backed variants of /re:/ without much danger of 
confusion. Cf. sections 5.4.2. and 5.2.5.4. 

3. Gimson (1974: 110) makes the same observation in respect of 
RP /a:/. Both are slightly shorter before fortis consonants, 
but the shortness is not as noticeable as in the case of other 
long vowels. 

4. Cf. sections (i1) and (iii) of the Variants below. 
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\Vhether [~:]-types were previously variants or an 

/a:/ phoneme occurring berore /r/ is a speculative consideration. 

At any rate, raised variants are now in the majority, and are 

often used by speakers who do not use post-vocalic /r/: 

[~:v] 'serve'; [k're:d] 'card'; etc. l 

There is thererore no restriction on [re:]-type variants, and 

the phoneme symbol is thererore very much in order, despite 

its proximity to the neighbouring phoneme /e:/. 

For speakers who regularly preserve /r/ arter /re:/, 

/re:/ does not occur berore /1/. Speakers who do not use 

post-vocalic /r/, however, use /re:/ berore /1/: 

/'stre:ltn/ 'starling'; /'rnre:l e/ '1!arlowe'; etc. 

/m:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables: 

/ mre:(r)ps/ 'marbles'; /I~:(r)nt/ 'very near'; 

/'jedWoffi:(r)tS/ 'head-ache'; /'kre:(r}zlt/ 'Kearsley'; 

/kre:(r)/ 'sit'; /'o:fPffi:stl 'half-past'; /,re:ree'ny:n/ 

'arternoon'; etc. 

In addition to words which compulsorily contain /re:/, 

there is a large group or words in which variants or /re:/ 

alternate with or overlap with variants of /e:/.
2 /e:/ is now 

the more usual phoneme ror my informants. 3 Not surprisingly, 

however, there is an uninterrupted run of variants between 

le:/ and /re:/,4 and variants such as [~:] and [~:] are common 

1. Cf. further the Variants below. 
2. See section 5.2.4.1, and the minimal pairs listed there. 

Cf. rurther sections 5.2.4.2.(1v) and 5.2.5.2.(1ii). 
3. Cf. section 5.2.4J., especially the minimal pairs 

distinguishing /e:/ rrom /re:/. 
4. Cf. sect10ns 5.2.4.2.(iv) and 5.2.5.2.(1ii), and Fig. 4. 
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in words which take either phoneme. Minimal pairs which 

distinguish /re:/ from /e:/ are given in the discussion of 

/e:/. l 

A few words are found with /re:/ and /e:/ as alternants. 

In such cases, /re:/ would appear to be the older variant. 

Examples: 

/sre:(r)v/ 'serve'; /Isre:(r)me~ 

/~:(r)n/ 'learn'; etc. 2 
'sermon' . , 

Phonemic overlap between high, central, variants of /re:/ and 

variants of /e:/ is largely avoided due to the rounded quality 

of the latter.3 

5.2.5.2. Variants: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

(i) Front variants: [a:] [~:] [~:] Ere:]: All regular 
variants - [a:]: ['fa:Jnwee] 'Farnworth'; 
['fa:Jml~'nd] 'farmland'; [' ma :ktt2] 
'market';' [d3a:z] 'jars'; ['a:r8e] 
'after'; [wa:ph] 'warp'; [la:st'] 'last'; 
[p'a·st'] 'past'; [Iwa:bro:bz] 'wardrobes'; 
['fa:me~] 'farmers'; [gJa:s] 'grass'; etc. 

[~:] [s~:vd] 'served'; [~:] 'our'; ['f!}:nee] 
'Farnworth'; [k'a:v] 'calf';' [Ir~:me] ... 
'farmer'; etc. 

[~: ] [s~:Jt'] 'start'; [ I ~:J k1. f2] 'market'; 
[If~:nee] 'Farnworth'; [I~:ntn] 'warning'; 

etc. 

[re:] [sre:v] 'serve'; [,me'rre:kg] 'Monaco'; 
[gJre:s] 'grass'; [~Jre:st1.n] 'bursting'; 
[k're:] 'sit'; ['lre :Jn1.n] 'learning'; 

Cf. section 5.2.4.1. 
Cf. further sections 5.2.5.3. (subsection 3), 5.2.8.1. 
Cf. section 5.2.8.1. 



[ jE: d] 'heard'; [, wre: J t2':p.] 'Warton'; 
[k're:d] 'card'; etc. 
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(ii) Centralised variants: [a:], ere:]: Regular variants, 
especially before /r/, but in other 
environments too. 

(iii) 

( iv) 

(a:] ('da:sen2~,] 'dare not'; (ja:] 'year'; 
[k,i:Jt] 'cart'; [na:] 'no'; ['sta:Jt1.d] 
'started'; ['ba:Jnz1.z] 'Barnes' '; [lva:n1.] 
'very near' ('almost'); ('ba:sk1.t'] 'basket'; 
[Iwa:dlt] 'Wardley'; etc. 

ere:] [k're:nt'] 'can't'; [lstro:Jttd] 'started'; 
[jre:z] 'ears'; [lkhre:pet2] 'carpet'; 
[k're:Jptt2] 'carpet'; [re:s]· 'house'; 
[re:J] 'our'; [lre:Jnt'] 'learned'; etc. 

High front and central variants: [~':],[~:],[~:],[~:]: 
High front variants may occur in words which 

I have /~:/ and /re:/ as alternants, e.g. 
[k'~:n~'] 'count'; [~:] is a regular 
variant of /~:/. In other words high front 
and central variants are less frequent than 
those variants in sections (i) and (ii), 
and occur mainly before /r/. Examples: 
['g~:Jd1.n] 'garden'; ['j~d2~:tS] 'head-ache'; 
[ w~ : J m] , warm' ; [ j f :.. J : z] , ear s ' ; 
[k'E¥:Jt2] 'cart'; ['1a¥:JP1.t'] 'carpet'; 
[k~:nt] 'can't'; etc. 

Back variants: [a:],[a:],[a:],[a:]: Less frequent than 
- + 

the variants in sections (i) and (ii), but 
regular before the voiceless fricatives 
If, s, 9/: 1 [S~:fs] 'shafts'; ['p'~:d2'~] 
'pardon'; [,s~'f~:Jtz] 'safaris'; 

1. Cf. the parallel /0:/ before If, s, 9/ - sections 5.2.6.1., 
5.2.6.3. (subsection 4(b)). 

• 



[ , bel n§ : n;::} z ] 'b anana s ' ; [bJ g : s ] 'b r ass ' ; 
[gl§: s] 'glass'; [gJ§: s] 'grass'; 
[b~g:rt] 'draught'; [Ig:re;::}'n~:n] 'afternoon'; 
['wg:Jt2':r] 'Warton'; [jg:Jd] 'yard'; 
['p ca:s1.n] 'passing'; [wa:J] 'war'; [gJa:r] 

+ 
'graft'; ['ma:v;::}l;::}s] 'marvellous'; 

+ 
['5:fpa:s] 'half-past'; [la:s] 'last'; 

+ + 
[b§:e] 'bath'; [p'a:e] 'path'; etc. 

(v) Diphthongal variants and variants with ofr-glides: 
These variants may occur before word-final 
/r/ when the next word begins with a vowel, 
or in place of historical /r/,l and occasionally 
in other words. Examples: [nreoa] 'never'; 
[nreoeJ] 'never'; [J1.'glt°edz] 'regards'; 
['kC~'etez] 'carters'; [reoe'J~:n] eawr een 
'our eyes'; etc. [re:ed] 'hard'; . [nre: 9

] 

'never'; ['mre: ek1.t2] 'market'; etc. 

5.2.5.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /au/: 

Also with /~:/ in the dialect in all cases: 
Ire: t/ 'out'; /p:e:nd/ 'pound'; Ibm:/' thou' ; 
Ire: s/ 'house'; /kre:nt/ 'count'; /nJ3:/ 'now'; 

2 /klre:d/ 'cloud'; and many others. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /aue/ (> [a:e] etc.3 ): 
/re:(r)z/ 'ours'; /f1re:(r)/ 'rlower; flour'; 
/re:(r)/ 'hour'; /sre:(r)/ 'sour'; /Sre:(r)/ 
'shower'; /tre:(r)/ 'tower'; etc. These 
forms may also have /~:/.4 

1. Cf. further section 5.4.(iv). 
2. Cf. section 1 of 5.4.2.3. 
3. Cf. Gimson (1974: 139). 
4. Cf. section 2 of 5.4.2.3. 
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Section 3. Corresponding to RP /3:/: 

Also with /e:/ in all cases: /sre:(r)v/ 
'serve'; /Isre:(r)men/ 'sermon'; /~:(r)n/ 

'learn'; /jre:(r)/ 'year' (also with la, e~ 
/v~:(r)~ 'work' (noun only. Also with lei); 
/jre:(r)d/ 'heard'; /jre:(r)bz/ 'herbs'; 
/br.re:st/ 'burst' (forms with Ie, e:/ are 
also used, in which case the 
is post-vocalic after /e:/; 
will not be retained). 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /I8/: 

/r/, if retained, 
af'ter /e/ it 

/jre:(r)/ 'hear'; /jre:(r)z/ 'ears'. Also 
with /€, €:, a, e, e:/ in both cases. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /~:/ af'ter /w/ and 
before historical /r/:l 

/,eri: Ikwre:(r)tee(r)z/ 'three-quarters'; 
/Iewre:(r)t~~ 'thwarted'; /wre:(r)m/ 'warm'; 
/Iv~:(r)ntn/ 'warning'; /kwre:rt/ 'quart'; 
/Vlre: (r)p/ 'warp'; /wre: (r)/ 'war'; 
/1\'1re:(r)dlt/ 'Wardley'; /v~: (r)tn/ 'Warton'; 
/Iwre:(r)oro:bz/ 'wardrobes~ etc. 

Section 6a. Corresponding to RP /a:/ bef'ore /1', s, e/: 

/g~:s/ 'glass'; /g~:s/ 'grass'; 
I'plre:see(r)/ 'plaster'; /Sre:f'ts/'shaf'ts'; 
/Ipre:stn/ 'passing'; /Ibre:sktt/ 'baSket'; 
Igrre:f't/ 'graft'; /lre:st/ 'last'; 
/I~:fpre:st/ 'half-past'; /Ifre:sn/ 'fasten'; 
II re: fee I ny: n/ 'afternoon'; /Orea: ftl 'draught'; , 
Ipre:el 'path'; jbre:e/ 'bath'; etc. 

1. This correspondence parallels the correspondence between 
dialect /a/ and RP /u/ after /w/, although /r/ is not a crucial 
part of the environment in this latter case. Cf. section 6 
of section 5.3.3.3. 



Section 6(b). Corresponding to RP /a:/: 

/kre:nt/ 'can't' (also with /OG/); /kre:(r)t/ 
'cart'; /Ikre:(r)ptt/ 'carpet'; /Igre:(r)dtn/ 
'garden'; and very many others. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /eG/: 

/kre:(r)/ 'care' (also with Ie:, e/i /dre:(r)/ 
'dare' (also with la, e, e:/); /skre:(r)~ 

'scared' (also with /e:/). 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /eVG/: 

/re:(r)/ 'ever'; /nre:(r)/ 'never'; both 
also with /e:/. 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /eu/: 

/nre:/ 'no' (also with IE:, 3Y, 0:, e:/). 

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /re/: 

/lplre:s9t~ 'plastic'; /' ple:sge,si:n! 
'plasticine'. 

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/bre:9/ (v.tr. and refl.) 'bathe'. 

5.2.5.4. Modification: 

Phonetically speaking, [re:]-type variants may be retained, 

or, with some speakers, a greater number of [~:]- or [~:]-types 

may be used. [a:] is also a common variant amongst modified 

speakers - this is not surprising, as [a:] is heard a lot in 

other parts of the North-West. The shortening of section 6(a) 

forms to /a/, whilst bringing the dialect into line with 

North-Western speech in general, is a modification away 
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from RP.l 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 --> /3Y/ 

Section 2 --> /3y(w)a/ 

Section 3 --> /e:/, or /e/ in the case 
of year and work 

Section 4 --> /\a/ 

Section 5 --> /~a/ (or /~:/) 

Section 6(a) --> /a/ 

Section 6(b) retains /re:/ 

Section 7 --> /e:/2 

Section 8 --> /Eve/ (although such common 
words as ~ and never do 
not always modify) 

Section 9 --> /0:/ 

Section 10 -> /a/ 

Section 11 --> /a/ 

5.2.6. L2lL 

5.2.6.1. Description: 

Fig. 6. - /~:/ and variants 

1. See Knowles (1976: 4) and Shorrocks (1977c). The tendency 
to see the North as marked off from the South by the use of ~ 
short vowel before Is, f, S/ (as also in Wakelin (1972a: 86)) 
is based on a slight oversimplification. 

2. Or (E:],(E'a] etc. See the discussion of the modification 
of /e:/, section 5.2.8.4. 
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/~:/ is a long, back, rounded, tense, half-open vowel. 

It is typically on or above the half-open position - lowered 

variants are less frequent. /~:/ may be back, or slightly 

centralised. The degree of lip-rounding is variable, depending 

upon both the phonetic context and the individual speaker. 

/~:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

/m~:p/ 'fool'; /'m~:pjCd/ 'fool'; /f~:s/ 'false, 
cunning, cute'; /'go:mles/ 'stupid'; /go:p/ 'stare 
foolishly'; /Igo:kin/ 'idiot, fool'; /m~:/ 'belly'; 
/p~:/ 'kick'; etc. 

/'platf~:m/ 'platform'; /~:Iri:t/ 'all right'; 

/,0:t1gcoe(r)/ 'altogether'; /ldi:Sklo:e/ 'dishcloth'; 
etc. 

/~:/ traditionally occurs before the voiceless fricatives 

If, s, 8/,1 although occasionally a residual speaker will use 

the modification to /~/.2 /~:/ has been recorded in a number 

of other contexts,3 where it is not established as regular. 

In such words /0/ is to be regarded as more normal. 

/0:/ is very rare before /1/. Many words which have 

/1/ in RP after /~:/ do not do so in the dialect. Examples: 

/f~:t/ 'fault'; /k~:d/ 'called'; /wo:z/ 'walls'; etc.4 

/oVhasbeen noted in /'to:let/, although this word is also 

pronounced with /Ol/ and /o~/. /0:/ may occur before /1/ 

in /r/-less pronunciations of /Im~:l\/ 'Morley', /ltSo:ll/ 

IChorley', and also in /o:lez/ 'always', although these last 

1. Cf. sections 5.2.6.3, 4(b) and 5.2.5.3, 6(a). 
2. See the Modification below. The degree of fluctuation 

varies somewhat from one word to another. 
3. See section 4a of the Comparative Distribution below. 
4. Further examples will be found in the discussion of /1/ -

cf. section 5.5.l9.7(d). 
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three more often have /09/, and the /1/ is optional in always. 

/0:/ is also rare before /r/, e.g. /'fo:rt~/ 'forty'. 

Historical /0:/ + /r/ tends nowadays to be /09/, due to the 

recession of post-vocalic /r/.l /0:/ is a possible alter-

native to /08/, however, when post-vocalic /r/ has been lost, 

e.g. /,rt'ko:de/ 'recorder', although pronunciations with /09/ 

are more usualo 

/0:/ sometimes occurs where /ot/ would be more normal, 

perhaps due to the low prominence of the second element of 

the /ot/ diphthong: /'to:lets/ 'toilets'; /'dJo:ne(r)z/ 

'joiners' (more traditionallywith /£t/). In examples with 

off-glides, the borderline between /0:/ and /08/ is not very 

clear in a number of cases. 2 

In the environment /w - (r)/, the dialect often has 

/re:/, e.g. /wre:(r)/ 'war,.3 

5.2.6.2. Variants: 

(i) [0:] [~:]: Regular variants in all positions. Examples: 

[lo:z] 'lose'; [fo:s] 'false'; [k'o:p'] 
'Co-op'; etc. [t'~:s] 'toss'; [~:f] 'off'; 
['~:pnt] 'halfpenny';"etc. 

( ii) [ ... ] [ ... ]-o. 0 •• 
.I. 

Centralised variants. 
positions. Examples: 

Regular in all 
[ 5 : f] , off' ; [ k5 : v ] 

'calf'; [8'k.l5:s] 'across'; etc. 
['g~:mlts] 'stupid' (gaumless or gormless); 
['5:pnt] 'halfpenny'; [wO:~) 'walls'; etc • 

.I. .I. 1f 

1. For more detailed discussion, see section 5.4.6.1. The 
word forty is phonemicised as l'f09(r)tt/ for the dialect 
system as a whole. 

2. Cf. section (v) of the Variants below, and further 
section 5.4.6.1. 

3. For further examples see section 5 of the Comparative 
Distribution of /re:/, section 5.2.5.30 



(iii) 
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Lowered variants"e.g. [v:]: rare in the residual 
dialect. Examples: ['fy:wed] 'forward' 
(but this form shows signs of modification, 
cf. /'fored/); [u:f] 'off'. [v:] is more 
common in modified speech, and I noted it 
quite frequently in the speech of some 
schoolchildren, where even [a':] was 
reached, since lowered variants are also 

, 

sometimes fronted to varying degrees. 

(iv) Half-long variants, e.g. [~"]: a number of half-long 
variants have been noted in words which 
more normally have /0/, but which have also 

occasionally been transcribed IOng. l 

Examples: [dJo"bz] 'jobs'; [e'~l-~"k'] 

'0' clock' ; [st~" :P2] . 'stop' ; etc. 

(v) Variants with off-glides: 
(1) In words more usually having /Ot/: 

['e:n'd30:*me:nt2] 'enjoyment'; [bo:a~d] 
'boiled' (modified form; residual form 
has /~t/); ['tSo:~stz] 'choices'. 

(2) 

(4) 

In words which would more normally have 
foal in the absence of historical /r/: 
['eo:aSt~] 'the horses'; [kO:a~p_s] 
'corpse'; [wo: [a]n] 'worn'. 

Before /1/, although 11/ does not usually 
occur after /0:/ in residual speech: 
[st5:~i-] 'stall'; [o:°i-] 'all'; 
['mo:altn] 'mauling'. 

In other words, intermittently: [o:of] 
, off' ; [m~: as] 'mos s' • 

1. Cf. 'section 4(a) of the Comparative Distribution. 
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5.2.6.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

(a) /fo:t/ 'fault'; /so:t/ 'salt'; /fo:s/ 
'false'; /'o:tee(r)/ 'alter'. 

(b) In words which more often have joel in 
the dialect: l /o:s/ 'horse'; /.rt'ko:de/ 
'recorder'; etc. In the event of a speaker's 
retaining post-vocalic /r/, /o:r/ is a 
possible phonemicisation for that speaker. 2 

(c) Vlords given here in section 4 (b) with 
dialect /0:/ before If, s, e/, also contain 
/0:/ in the speech of more conservative RP 
speakers. In the case of those speakers, 
dialect /0:/ corresponds to RP /0:/. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /a:/: 

/ko:nt/ 'can't' 
/ko:v/ 'calf'; 
with /e:, re:/). 

(also with Ire:, oe/); 
/o:v, o:f/ 'half' (also 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /eu/: 

More often with /0:/ in all cases: 
/'klo:otn/ 'clothing'; /'mo:zlt/ 'Mosley'; 
/no:/ 'know; no'. (In modified speech 
there are more such forms with [0:] due 

to the lowering of /0:/). 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /"0/: 

(a) Words having /0:/ irregularly,3 more usually 

with /0/: 

1. Cf. joel, Description, section 5.L~.6.1. 
2. /oa(r)/ is the solution adopted here for the system as a 

whole - cf. section 5.4.6.1. 
3. But where the length cannot be obviously attributed to a 

particular stress pattern, or a following pause. There appears 
to be a preponderence of these forms before bilabial stops. 
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/lo:t/ 'lot'; /e'klo:k/ 'o'clock'; /bo:b/ 
'bob; Bob'; /d..3o:b/ 'job'; /So:p/ 'shop'; 
/sto:p/ 'stop'; /Oro:p/ 'drop'; /to:p/ 
'top'; /'o:p,ptktn/ 'hop-picking,.l 

(b) Regular occurrences of /0:/ before the 
voiceless fricatives If, s, e/, (which are 
also the environments of long /re:/ in words 
which have short /a/ in N.S.): 
/do:f/ 'doff'; /'do:fe(r)/ 'doffer'; 
/e'lo:ft/ 'aloft'; /so:ft/ 'soft'; 
/'so:flt/ 'softly'; /'o:fn/ 'often; 
/o:f/ 'off'; /'ko:ft/ 'coffee'; /ldi:Sklo:e/ 
'dishcloth'; /bro:e/ 'broth' (cf. also the 
voiced /Ibro:~j€d/ 'broth-head, fool'); 
/fro:e/ 'froth'; /kro:s/ 'cross'; /e'kro:s/ 
'across'; /mo:s/ 'moss'; /'kro:spi:s/ 
'cross-piece'; /fro:st/ 'frost'; /to:s/ 
'toss'; /lo:st/ 'lost'; /ko:st/ 'cost'; etc. 

(c) With /0:/ or /0/: /e'ko:z, bt'ko:z/ 
'because' • 

Section 5. Corresponding to,RP /eun/: 

/kwo:p, ko:p/ 'Co-op.'. 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/Io:pnt/ 'halfpenny'; /.eri:'(j)o :pms, 
,eri:'(j)o:pns/ 'three-halfpence'; 
/'skro:pt~ 'scraping'. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /01/: 

These words more often have loti in the 
dialect: /Ito:let/ 'toilet'; /1€n 1d30:m€nt/ 
'enjoyment'; /bo:l~ 'boiled' (usually 

1. Cf. section 5.3.4.1. 



with /et/); /'tSo:stz/ 'choices'; cf. 
Variants, section (v). 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /u:/: 

/lo:z/ 'lose'. 

5.2.6.4. Modification: 

Phonetically, lowered variants with some loss of 

rounding, e.g. [v':], become more frequent. Such variants 
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may also be fronted to varying degrees in the general direction 

of [a):], but seldom arrive at this extreme point. 

Distributionally: 

Section lea) --> /0/ + /1/ 
(b) retains /0:/ 
/c/ --> /0/ 

Section 2 --> /00:/ 

Section 3 retains 10:/ 

Section 4(a) retains /0:/ 
(b) --> /0/ 
(c) retains /0:/ 

Section 5 retains /0:/ 

Section 6 --> /e:/ 

Section 7 retains /0:/ 

Section 8 --> Iy:/ 



5.2.7.1. Description: 

Fig. 7. - /0:/ and variant 

/0:1 is a long, tense, pure, rounded, back vowel on 

the half-close position. The vowel is sometimes slightly 

centralised, the main variants being [0:] and [0:]. 

very close in quality to NHG /0:1. 

It is 
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/0:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

Ilo:~ 'lane'; /Ilo:s(e)~ 'loosen'; /no:~ 

'none; not'; I'satklo:n/ 'cyclone'; /fo: 'ti:n/ 

'fourteen' (also with /oa/); I'pi:po:l/ 
'peep-hole'; etc. 

However, there are restrictions on the occurrence of dialect 

/0:/ in weakly stressed syllables when compared with the 

distribution of RP /eu/. In word-final, open, relatively 

weakly stressed syllables, the dialect never has /0:/, but 

rather le/ or 101 corresponding to RP /eu/. 'Examples: 

/Irosko/ 'Roscoe'; I'ptle/ 'pillow'; 
I' S ale/ 'shallow'; etc. 1 Note also: 
I,ne'v~mbe(r)/ 'November'; /e'tel/ 
'hotel'. 

1. The final syllables are therefore unstressed in the dialect. 
For further examples see section 6(b) of section 5.3.5.3, and 
section 6 of section 5.3.6.3. 
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/0:/ is of limited distribution before /r/, or in 

words which have now lost historical, post-vocalic /r/.l 

/08/ is now more usual, although /0:/ can sometimes occur in 
2 such words. An off-glide of a schwa-type can occasionally 

obscure the boundary between /0:/ and /08/. Examples: 

[bo:ed] 'bored'; [pco:ek C ] 'pork'; [1.mlp'o:e~t'] 

'important'; etc. 

There is an area of overlap between the /o:/and /Ye/ 

phonemes, due to the fact that /ye/ is gradually being replaced 

by /0:/ in those words which have /eu/ in RP.3 

In modified speech, forms may begin to overlap with 

/~:/ due to lowering of /0:/.4 

5.2.7.2. Variants: 

(i) [0:], [0:] These are the main variants. [0:] 1s the 
more representative of the phoneme. 
Examples: [k' 0: s] 'of course'; [qo: t'] 
, cot e' ; [ 10 : n] , 1 ane '; etc. 

( ii) 

( iii) 

['fo:~ms] 'fourpence'; [Jo:d] 'road'; 
I 

[so:] 'sew'; etc. 

[o:],[o:],[~n], etc. Variants between /0:/ and /Ye/, 
.l .l f' 

['0': e] 

or overlapping with /Ye/. Examples: 
[k'~:tc] 'coat'; [~:n] 'own'; [stli~nZ] 
'stones'; [b?:t'] 'boat'; etc. 5 

Variants with a schwa off-glide. Occur 

1. For fuller discuSSion, see section 5.4.7.1. My phonemicisation 
for the system as a whole is /oe(r)/. 

2. For examples, see section 4 of the Comparative Distribution 
below. 

3. Cf. section (ii) of the Variants below; sections 5.4.8.1. 
and 5.4.7.3(iii). 

4. Cf. section (vi) of the Variants and the Modification below' 
and section 3 of section 5.2.6.3. ' 

5. For further examples see sections 5.4.8.1. and 5.4.7.2(i11). 
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a) in words which also have /OG/: 
[bo: 9d] 'bored'; [1.mlp'0:9~t,] 'important'; 
[p'0:9 k ,] 'pork'; etc. and b) before /1/, 
e.g. [~'0:9~] 'coal' - but see the next 
subsection. 

(iv) ['0" 0] etc. Before /11: [t' o· oi-d] 'told'; [k e o:°i-] 

'coal'; etc. 

(v) [9;ti] etc. More typical of modified speech. 
[~·t!:rd] 'old'; [l~:ttr] 'loaf'; 
'only'; etc. 

Examples: 
[ I o· lID1. ] 

(vi) ['~':], ['~':], ['0':], etc. Lower variants which are typical 

of modified speech. Examples: [o~:] 'though'; 
[ja nn:] 'you know'; [tso:9] 'so'; [so:] 

f" '"" ~ 

(vii) 

'so'; [n~:9] 'no'; [g~:st] 'ghost'; etc. 

[0:] etc. Variants with heavier centralisation, and 
possibly some loss of lip-rounding at times. 
Again, more typical of modified speech. 

Example: [do:nt'] 'don't'. 

5.2.7.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP 19u/: 

/no:/ 'know'; /lo:f/ 'loaf'; /bo:t/ 'boat'; 
/ko:ll 'coal'; /ko:tl 'cote; coat'; and 
very many more. Many of the words in this 
class can also be pronounced with IYe/,l 

such as the last three examples given here. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /aur/: 

An optional form of 'going' uses /0:/: 
I'go:nel 'going to'; /'go:naf/ 'going to 
have to'. 

1. For further examples see section 3 of section 5.4.8.3. 



Section 3. Corresponding to RP /n/: 

/no:n/ 'not'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 
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All of these forms also have /08/ in the 
dialect and are most likely to be pronounced 
without post-vocalic /r/, even by speakers 
who use /r/ after other vowels: /'fo:pns, 
'fo:pms/ 'fourpence'; /fo: 'fi:t/ 'four 
feet'; /'fo:ti:n/ 'fourteen'; /bo:d/ 
'bored'; /1.m 'po: tnt/ 'important'; 
/'fo:mon/ 'foreman'; /ko:s/ 'of course'; 
/po:k/ 'pork'; /so:t/ 'sort'; /spo:ts/ 
'sports'; etc. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /u:/: 

/lo:s/ 'loose'; /'lo:s(e)n! 'loosen'; 
/sko :p/ 'scoop'. 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /i:/: 

/skwo: z/ 'squeezed' (pret.); a'nd the 
modified p.p. /'skwo:z(e)n! 'squeezed'. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/lo:n/ 'lane'; /So:mt/ 'shamed, ashamed'. 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP jaIl: 

/do:v/ 'dived'; /'no:be(r)/ 'neither' 
(alsowith/e:, a'L, i:/). 

5.2.7.4. Modification: 

Phonetically, lowering to or towards /0:/, increased 
centralisation, and diphthongisation are all indicative of 



modified speech. Examples will be found in sections 

(v), (vi) and (vii) of the Variants above. Lowering and 
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centralisation are sometimes accompanied by some loss of 

rounding. Lowering is perhaps the most widespread device 

of the three. However, a good many modified speakers make 

little or no phonetic modification to the phoneme at all, 

and the quality remains around cEo] in such cases. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains /0:/ 

Section 2 retains /0:/ 

Section 3 --> /0/ 

Section 4 retains /0:/, or --> /08/ 

Section 5 --> /Y:/ 

Section 6 retains /0:/ 

Section 7 --> /e:/ 

Section 8 --> /at/ 

528 le:1 . . . ~ 

5.2.8.1. Description: 

Fig. 8. - Ie:! and variants (simplified) 
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/e:/ is a long, rounded vowel. Its height varies 

between the hal~-close and hal~-open positions. The position 

o~ the vowel varies also between ~ront and centre. The 

vowel is consequently o~ variable tension. Front variants 

are ~ully tense; [a:], although placed much closer to the 

central area (see Fig. 8), is nonetheless not quite in the 

central area generally speaking, and there~ore very ~ew 

realisations of this phoneme are as lax as RP /3:/. /a:/ is 

typically rounded - variants pronounced with spread lips are 

in a decided minority. The phoneme symbol is really a label 

I 
~or a group containing many variants. [ W· ~, • re' re c. 3':] It'''' N .. , ,,'" ... ' 

are typical realisations which enjoy the least restricted 

distribution: [a:] is a cover symbol for variants o~ this 

t i f th h · 2 ype, n as ar as it is given as e p onemlC norm. 

Vlhen transcribing, it was not always easy to distinguish 

traces of /r/-colouring from the roundness and tension o~ 

this vowel; the approximate vowel resonance of /r/ is [a]. 

/e:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

/skwe:(r)z/ 'squares'; /'da:(r)bl/ 'Derby'; 
/wa:nt/ 'won't'; /'flga:(r)z/ '~igures'; 
/'sli:pa:(r)z/ 'sleepers'; /'ne:ba:(r)z/ 
'neighbours'; /'m\l\~,na:(r)/ 'millionaire'; 
/Iry:ba:(r)b/ 'rhubarb'; etc. 

In relatively unstressed syllables (figures, sleepers, neighbours, 

1. See the Variants below. 
2. In the Variants below, precise values are given, however, 

and [a:] has there a much more restricted meaning: it is a 
roundm vowel in the central area, or ~ractionally to the 
~ront thereof. 
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etc.), /e:/ is in free variation with lei. The latter is 

the more common. 

In stressed syllables, /e/ and /e:/ are sometimes in' 
, 

free variation. The reader should consult the words listed 

in sections lea), l(b), 2 and 8 of the Comparative Distribution 

of /e/. l In these words the likelihood of one phoneme or 

the other depends upon the phonetic environment: short /e/ 

is almost - but not quite - compulsory in the residual dialect, 
I 

when a voiceless consonant follows (my informants do not use 

/r/ between /e/ and a voiceless consonant in words such as 

shirt, skirt, circle etc.2); before /r/ (when word-final or 

followed by a vowel) or zero (i.e. in words such as ~, 

stirring, or ~ without historical /r/) , /e:/ is the more 

usual, although there are exceptions with certain speakers and 

in certain words,3 which may be pronounced with either /e/ or 

/e:/; /e/ is not encountered in stressed syllables before a 

voiced consonant (historically /r/+ voiced consonant). Indeed, 

/e/ hardly appears before voiced consonants in any group of 

words at all in stressed syllables except a) before /r/ as I 

have just stipulated; b) before /r, 1/ in words such as Billy, 

where it is in free variation with /t/;4 c) in the word 

/'blemt~ 'blooming ' where it is in free variation with /0/; 

and d) in a number of compounds such as /'de(r)ne:l/ 'doornail'. 

Before historical /r/ + lsi, the more residual dialect has 

1. See section 5.3.6.3. 
2. For further examples see section l(b) of the Com arative 

Distribution of lei, section 5.3.6.3. In the event of e:/, 
/r/ may follow if the speaker uses post-vocalic /r/. There 
are more occurrences of /e:/ in modified speech, but even then 
they remain in the minority before voiceless consonants. 

3. Cf. section 2 of the Comparative Distribution of lei, and 
the Description, section 5.3.6. . 

4. See the Descriytion and section 3 of the Comparative 
Distribution of e/. section 5.3.6. 
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/0/, e.g. /ncs/ 'nurse',l and less orten lei, whilst modiried 

speakers have lei, and less orten /e:/. Some minimal pairs 

. which distinguish /e/ rrom /e:/ are given in the discussion or 
, 2 

lei· In cases such as [d~·] 'dare', it may be dirficult 

to decide which phoneme is involved. 

There are a number of words - traditionally containing 

/re:/ as rar as one may ascertain - in which /re:/ or /e:/ may 

now be said to be equally valid. The direction or modirication 

is towards /e:/. Examples: 

/'ke;(r)zlt, 'kre:(r)zlt/ 'Kearsley'j 
/se:(r)v, sre:(r)v/ 'serve'; /e:(r)bz, 
jre:(r)bz/ 'herbs'. 

The same phonemes are in free variation in ~,3 year,3 

murps4 'marbles', sermon, work4 (noun only), learn, ~" 

heard. 

Cases of possible confusion between /re:/ and /e:/ are 

very occasional. Some speakers sometimes use a very high 

variant of /re:/ berore /r/: [~:] or even [3:] (rare). Such 

a high variant may overlap with the [3:] variant of /e:/. 

But as the latter is also rare, in,its unrounded form, 

especially in stressed syllables, there is very little 

opportunity of conrusing the two phonemes. Variants of 

/e:/ are normally at least a shade more rounded than those 

of /re:/, and a following /r/ is not as prominent as it is 

after /re:/. Thus: 

1. For further examples see /0/, section 5.3.5.3, subsection 3. 
2. See the Description or lei, 'section 5.3.6.1. 
3. Also pronounced with short lei. ' 
4. Pronounced with /e/ more often than /e:/. 



'warm' 

W3 :Jm, 
T 
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'worm' 

Very high variants o~ /re:/ are not common'in my corpus. 

/e:(r}/ is also kept distinct ~rom /8:/ + /r/. Minimal 

pairs are given in the discussion o~ /8:/.1 

5.2.8.2. Variants: 

It will be noted that the phoneme occupies a large 

area on the vowel chart (Fig. 8). The number o~ variants 

is there~ore considerable. 

(i) Variants around [re:]: . [re:] [cz:] [re:] [c¥:] [c¥':], etc.: 
Regular variants in stressed syllables, 
and especially a~ter bilabials. Examples: 
['sS~:J1.n] 'swearing'; [m:J] 'mayor'; 
[V'Ial:dz) 'words'; [J1.'p cce: J i2] 'repair the'; 
[m,1.'p cre:ci2] 'prepared'; ['bc¥:nden] 'Burnden'; 
[skwre':J] 'square'; ['~:J1.] 'Mary'; etc. 
However,'these variants are also encountered 
other than a~ter bilabials, and occasionally 
in relatively weakly stressed syllables: 
[ 'ce:J1.9], [ 'c¥' :J1.9] 'area'; [re: d] 'heard'; 
['m~X1.9,nre:] 'millionaire'; ['~:zl1.] 

'Kearsley'; ['~CZ:~l~~] 'Fairclough'; 
[re:J] 'air'; [ore:] 'there'; etc • ... 

(ii) Variants around [,6:]: [,6:], [,g:], [~:], [,c':], etc. 
Regular variants in stressed syllables, 
and occasionally in relatively weakly stressed 
syllables. Examples: [J1.'tc~:n] 'return'; 
[tC~:n] 'turn'; [,tS:n] 'earn'; ['kcpC: ,te·1.k9 ] 
'caretaker'; [b,6:d] 'bird';' [dp:nt2] 'don't'; 

1. See section 5.2.4., Description. 



( iii) 
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['~(:ktl,g:f] 'aircra:ft'; [J,6: d] 'reared'; 
[f~(:] 'fare'; [e'k'~:] 'occur'; [k'W,6:J] 
'queer'; ['ftg,6C:J z] ':figures'; [lg,6:d,6:z] 
'girders'; etc. 

More centralised variants (still roundai): [3':] [3':] 
+ 

[e:] etc.: [d3':nt'] 'don't'; [m3):nt] 
'mustn't'; rtl3':bt] 'Derby'; [t(3):nt2] 

+ 
'turn the'; [13':k~t2] 'haircut'; ·[fe:J] 

+ 
'fair'; ['me:Jt] 'Mary'; etc. 

(iv) Unrounded variant [3:]: In relatively unstressed 
syllables, but infrequently encountered in 
stressed syllables. Examples: [1~gk3:JZ] 

'crackers' ; [ I mmn3:J z] 'miners'; 
[' wgndJ3J :JZ] 'Wanderers'; [ld§ns3J :Jz] 
'dancers'; ['slJ:P'3:JZ] 'sleepers'; 
['blts93:z] 'blisters'; [' s lQb3:z] 'slubbers'; 
[' ne :b3:[J]z] 'neighbours'; etc. 
[:f3 :Jm] 'firm'; [b3: dz] 'birds'. 

One case of [i:] in a stressed syllable 
was noted: [19~:tCl] 'thirty'. 

(v) Diphthongal variants: [re·e] etc.: May occur be:fore 
/1/, e.g. [re·ex] 'Earl,.l ... 

(vi) 

(vii) 

Variants with o:ff-glides: Examples: [pre: ex] 'pearl'; 
[t,~:an] 'turn'; [s3: avln] 'serving'; etc. 

Variants with on-glides: Rare. Examples: 
'share'; [S3~C.d1] 'shared'. 

1. See section 5.4(iii) :for further examples. 



5.2.8.3. Comparative Distri~ution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /3:/: 

/fe:(r)/ 'fir; fur'; /e:(r)/ her, 'she, 
her' (emphatic, otherwise le(r)/); 
/me:(r)/ 'myrrh'; /ke:(r)dz/ 'curds'; 
/we:(r)dz/ 'words'; /'ge:(r)de:(r)z/ 
'girders'; /pe:(r)/ 'purr'; /ste:(r)/ 
'stir'; etc. Most other cases of RP /3:/ 
have /e:/ in the dialect, except: a) words 
usually pronounced with short lei, as out
lined in the Description here;l b) words 
also pronounced regularly with /re:/ in the , 
dialect: /'se:(r)men/ 'sermon'; /se:(r)v/ 
'serve'; /le:(r)n/ 'learn'; /e:(r)bz/ 
'herbs'; /we:(r)k/ 'work' (noun; /re:/ and 
/e/ much more likely); /je:(r)d/ 'heard'; 
/je:(r)/ 'year'; c) words sometimes 
pronounced with lei, sometimes with /e:/, 
as mentioned in the Description here; and 
d) words cited as having other (regular or 
more regular) phonemes - /brtd, be:(r)d/ 
'bird'; /fost, fest, fe:(r)st/ 'first'; 
/woe, wee, we:(r)e/ "worth'; etc. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /8a/: 

/'mtlta,ne:(r)/ 'millionaire'; /fe:(r)/ 
'fare; fair'; /ske:(r)d/ 'scared'; /skwe:(r)/ 
'square'; /e:(r)/ 'air; hare; hair/; 
/'swe:rtn/ 'swearing'; /me:(r)/ 'mayor; mare'; 
/Se:(r)/ 'share'; /ste:(r)/ 'stair; stare'; 
/ke:(r)/ 'care' (also with /re:/); /de:(r)nt/ 
'daren't' (also with Ire:, 8:, e+s, a+s/); etc. 
Most other cases of RP /8a/ have /e:/ as the 

1. Cf. also section 1 of the Comparative Distribution of lei, 
section 5.3.6.3. 
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regular correspondence in the dialect, 
except a) words pronounced, or occasionally 
pronounced, with /e/;l b) a rew words 
having other phonemes, e.g. /tSla(r)/ 
'chair'. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /Gu/: 

/de:nt/ 'don't'; /we:nt/ 'won't' (less 
often with /e:/). 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /G/: 

All of the rollowing also have lei: 
/'rlge:(r)z/ 'figures'; /'ne:be:(r)z/ 
'neighbours'; /'ge:(r)de:(r}z/ 'girders'; 
/'bllsge:(r)z/ 'blisters'; /'slobe:(r)z/ 
'slubbers'; /'krake:(r)z/ 'crackers'; 
/'sli:pe:(r)z/ 'sleepers'; /'onoe:(r)~ 

'hundred'; /'wanore:(r)z/ 'Wanderers'; 
/'danse:(r}z/ 'dancers'; '/'matne:(r)z/ 
'miners'; etc. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

/me:(r}/ 'more' (also with /YG/, modiried 
form /OG/); /de:(r)/ 'door' (also with 
Ie, Y~/ and modified /OG/); /fe:(r)/ 'ror' 
(also with Ie, 0, O~/ and /rre/). 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /IG/: 

/re:(r)~ 'reared'; 
/je:(r)/ 'hear; ear' 
and /re:/). 

/kwe:(r)/ 'queer'; 
(also with Ie, a/ 

1. Cf. section 2 or the Comparative Distribution of lei, 
section 5.3.6.3. 
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Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a:/: 

/'de:(r)bt/ 'Derby'; /'de:(r)btSe(r)1 
'Derbyshire'; Ikle:(r)k, tle:(r)k/ 'clerk' 
(also with lei); /'rY:be:~)b/ 'rhubarb'. 
Note also /me:(r)ps/ 'marbles' (also with 
Ie, a, 00:/). 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /AS/: 

/me:nt/ 'mustn't'. 

5.2.8.4. Modification: 

With some speakers no significant modification of the 

phonetic quality is discernible. Others use a greater 

quantity of [3:]-type variants, but usually inconsistently. 

Those who modify in a direction reminiscent of RP Ica/ use 

variants around [c:] or [coa], but whether such variants 

should be assigned to Ic:1 (which might otherwise no longer 

be a phoneme for modified speakers), 1 or an /ca/ phon,eme set 

up for some speakers, is perhaps a question for a more 

specialised study of the modified speech of the area. At 

any rate, when [c:]- or [coal-types are used, the speaker 

usually fails to distinguish, or fails consistently to 

distinguish, such pairs as !Y! I fair. This situation 

parallels the failure of some modified speakers to distinguish 

pairs containing /ul and /AI after modifying their dialect 

101 toward /A/,2 or the situation in the modification of strong 

verbs of the drink-drank-drunk pattern.3 

1. See further section 5.2.4.4. 
2. Cf. section 5.3.5.4. 
3. In such verbs the dialectal /Orink, oronk, oronk/ pattern, 

which is retained by some modified speakers in the form /drtnk, 
dronk, dronk/, gives way to /dr\nk, drank, drank/ on the part 
of some other modified speakers. 



Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains /e:/, or possibly --> 
[e::],[e:'e], etc. 
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Section 2 retains /e:/, or --> [e::],[e:·e], 
etc. 

Section 3 retains /e:/, or --> /0:/ 

Section 4 --> /e/ (hundred --> /t/) 

Section 5 ~, ~ --> /oCJ/; for--> 
/0, oCJ, e/ 

Section 6 --> /te/ 

Section 7 --> /re:/ 

Section 8 --> /os/ 

5.3. Short Vowels: 

There are six short vowel phonemes in the dialect: 

/t, e:, a, 0, 0, e/ 

From a comparative point of View, it is interesting to note 

that /e/ occurs in stressed as well as unstressed syllables, 

and that it may even contrast with /e:/. l Dialect /0/ 

corresponds to both RP /u/ and /A/, e.g. /pol/ 'pull', /kot/ 

'cut', etc. /0/ features extensively in unstressed syllables 

where it is in free variation with lei: /om! 'them'; 

/tgre:jom/ 'Graham';. /'o:los/ 'always'; /'somot/ 'something'; 

etc. 

Short vowels may lengthen and sometimes become 

diphthongised when they occur in a word before a pause, or 

when a word is said slowly, whether due to hesitation or 

emphasis. 

1. See section 5.3.6.1. for details. 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
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5.3.1.1. Description: 

Fig. 9. - /~/ and variants 

/~/ is an unrounded, short'vowel, typically a little 

to the front of the central region. The vowel is fairly 

high, the least restricted variant [~] being just above the 

half-close position, and relatively lax. However, due to 

the general accentual pattern of the dialect, final unstressed 

/~/ is frequently not as lax as its RP equivalent: note the 

variants [e, e'~] below, both of which occur word-finally. 

These variants are both characterised by a slight degree of 

tension. 

/~/ occurs in all positions within the word, in stressed, 

relatively weakly stressed or unstressed syllables. Examples: 

/~/ 'with'; /'~ve(r)/ 'ever'; /t1vcnt/ 'event'; 
/Iftoe(r)z/ 'feathers'; /g~/ 'give'; /'wagt~ 

'waggon'; /'prttt/ 'pretty; fairly, quite'; /t/'in'; 
/,t 1mad3tn/ 'imagine'; /mt/ 'my' (unstressed); 
/'r~btn/"ribbon'; /ftl/ 'fill'; etc. 

Note the presence of /t/ in open syllables. The word /gt/ 
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'give' can take a surprising degree of stress without sounding 

as if it contained /i:/ or /e:/. 

/e/ can appear before /1/ in free variation with /t/ 
, 

in some words. l /t/ does not usually occur before /r/.2 

5.3.1.2. Variants: 

( i) 

( ii) [" ] + 

( iii) [ e] 

Occurs in all positions, especially in 
stressed syllables, but is rare in the 
environment of /1/. Examples: [ktdz] 
'kids'; ['Jtbtn]' 'ribbon'; ['"nd3an] 
'engine'; etc. 

Occurs occasionally due to heavy stress, 
but especially before /j/ or [j]: [g" j3:] 

+ 
'give you'; [b~je'nooe] 'be another'; 
[wtjtm] 'with him'; etc. 

+ 

A slightly lower variant than [,,] or [~] 
on the half-close position. Occurs in 
stressed syllables, but more especially 
in final open sy11ab1es: 3 [sef2s] 'six'; 
('IIJOlJ ke ] 'monkey'; ['ph-1:ge] 'piggy'; 

['1ok2ke] 'lucky'; etc. 

( iV) Typical in (a): Unstressed syllables, 
apart from final, open, unstressed syllables: 
['kcss~n] 'cursing'; ['l~·~-1:n] 'laughing'; 
[w=td] 'we'd' (unstressed); [ot:m] 'him' 
(unstressed); ['sW~'·J-1:n] 'swearing'; .. 

1. Cf. section (vii) of the Variants, and sections 5.3.6.1., 
5.3.6.3, subsection 3(b). 

2. Cf. further sections 5.3.6.1. and 5.3.6.3. subsection 3{a). 
3. Cf. remarks on the accentual pattern of the dialect in 

section 5.3.6 • .J.. 
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(vi) [~ ] ... 
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[~'l~~] 'eleven'; ['~'m~dJ'Ln] 'imagine'; 
[J~'m~mbez] 'remembers'; ['l~m~,t'Ld] 

'Ltd.'; etc; (b): In the environment of 
/1/, where it is almost compulsory before 
[x]: [f~x] 'fill'; [nrtxz] 'mills'; 
[k'W:t x t'] , quilt' ; [ Il~m:t, t'Ld] 'Ltd.'; 
[t:tx] 'till'; ['S:t:l'Ln] 'shilling'; [b:t:xt] 
'built'; [st~x] 'still'; etc.; (c) After 
a bilabial: ['b~zm.s] 'business'; 
[IW.:t'p1.t2] 'whippet'; [bol:g2] 'big'; 
[lm~s1.z] 'Misses'; ['w:t:m1.n] 'women'; 
[lp'~d3en] 'pigeon'; etc. Occasionally 

it is met in other contexts: ['s~v1.] 
~ 

'civvy'; [In:t;~z] 'niggers'; [lk:t: 2tSen] 
'kitchen'; etc. 

Like [e] it occurs in final, open, relatively 
unstressed syllables, especially before a 
pause, or if the speech is slow (hesitation, 
emphasis, rhythm, or whatever). Examples: 
[be' 1. II ] 'be'; [l m¥'1.nle''L] 'mainly'; 
['t'we:nte''LII] 'twenty'; [IJf'ele''L] 'really'. 

It may also occur in a stressed syllable 
before a pause, or due to 

hesitation or intonation: 
'chips t ; [de' 1. d*] t did t • 

such factors as 

[tSe''LpslJ 

Occurs sometimes word-finally in open 
syllables, although more with some speakers 
than others - the variant is more widely 
used in modified speech. Examples: [1m 0 nd~] 
, Monday' ; [ , &¥' : J ~ ] , da iry t ; [ I J ~ , e 1 ~ ] 

'really'; etc. Occurs sometimes in stressed 
syllables, again more so with some speakers, 
particularly mOdified ones. Four words 
containing [E] across several speakers ... 
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are: [ 'f{ft1.] 'fifty'; [l{ft] 'lift'; 
['sp{~] 'spinner'; ['d{~~t2] 'didn't,.l 

[G],[e], etc. These may occur before /1/, and at 

this point the phoneme overlaps with /e/. 2 

Examples: [stGz] 'still'; ['~'l1.d3] 
'village'; ['wezfJtd] 'Wilfrid'. In some 
unstressed syllables there is free variation 
between /1./ and lei. Examples: 
/'spotlts, 'spotles/ 'spotless'; /mt'Si:n, 
me'Si:n/ 'machine'; /'9r~ntSt,bo:n, 

'9r~ntSe,bo:n/ 'a kind of coal'; 
/'be:(r)ndtn, ~e:(r)nden/ 'Burnden'; etc. 

vVhilst some uses of /1./ are essential in the dialect in 

unstressed syllables - e.g. in /mt's~l/ 'myself,3 - there 

are very many words in which at least some RP speakers use 

/1./ in relatively unstressed syllables, but which could never 

have /1./ in the dialect. For instance, the dialect must 

have /0/ or lei in /'problom, 'problem/ 'problem'. 

5.3.1.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /1./: 

/'m1.dl/ 'middle'; /'stsge(r)/ 'sister'; 
/'mondt/ 'Monday'; /'mtn1.ts/ 'minutes'; 
and very many others. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP lei: 
/'tnd3en/ 'engine'; /'stme9rt/ 'cemetry'; 

1. There are some dialect words which have /~/ where RP has /1./ 
(see section 5.3.2.3, subsection 3(b», and possibly others too 
had /~/ in the past. It is conceivable that one or two [E] 
occurrences reflect this correspondence, although this cannot 
be proven. 

2. Cf. sections 5.3.6.1. and 5.3.6.3, subsection 3(b). 
3. Cf. further sections 4, 6, and 7 of the Comparative 

Distribution. 
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/'ktmtkl/ 'chemical'. Also with /e/ in 
the dialect: /Itve(r)/ 'ever'; /'ntve(r)/ 
'never'; /'ftoe(r)z/ 'feathers'; /gtt/ 
'get'; /ltt/ 'let' (more often with /i:~. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP'/A/: 

Also with /0/ in the dialect: /sttS/ 
'such'; /mttS/ 'much'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /~/: 

/Iso:ft/ 'sofa'; /'9rtpnt/ 'threepenny'; 
/'komtn,l , (Mosley) Common'; /'wtgtn/ 
'Wigan'; /'ankttSe/ 'handkerchief'; 
/'rtbtn,l'ribbon'; /'wagtn/ 'waggon'; 
/'pre:(r)lt,ment/ 'parliament'. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /i:/: 

/wtk/ 'week'; /IS\O\/ ~ ~ 'look!', etc.; 
/' pt1tnz/ 'peelings'; /pt1t/ 'peeled'; 
/'ptltn/ 'peeling' (also with /tG/); /stn,l 
'seen' • 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /a:/: . 

/lgartd3/ 'garage'; /' mertd3/ 'mirage'. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP jaIl: 

(a) /'f~G(r)tntt/ 'fortnight'. 
(b) /m\/ 'my'; /mt'sel/ 'myself'; /bt/ 'by'. 

Section 8. Dialect /dtn/ corresponding to RP /dn/: 

/'gre:(r)d\n/ 'garden'; /'mtdtn! 'midden'. 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

/'a1tS\ mY~(r)/ 'Ha1shaw Moor'; /stn,l 'saw'. 
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Section 10. Dialect /rt/ corresponding to RP /3:(r)/: 

/brtd/ 'bird'. 

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/gtd, gtV, gtn/ 'gave'; /stz/ 'says' 
(and other forms of to say). 

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /re/: 

/stt/ 'sat'; /sptt/ 'spat'. 

5.3.1.4. Modification: 

Phonetically there is an increase in the use of the 

[~] variant in modified speech, especially word-finally, 

where it can have a very lax quality indeed. I have noticed 

it particularly amongst women speakers. Fewer occurrences 

of [~] would be detected in the case of a speaker who ,had 

modified /1/ by 'lightening' it, i.e. giving it a less velar 

, quality. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains/t/ 

Section 2 --> /€/ 

Section 3 --> /0/ 

Section 4 --> /e/ in most cases, but /t/ 
might be retained, especially in 
threepenny and parliament. ' 

Section 5 see thee retains /t/ if still used; 
~ retains /t/ (by virtue of being 
a common word), or more probably--> 
/i:/; other cases --> /ta/. 

Section 6 retains /t/ (or --> /re:/) 
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Section 7 (a) --> /at/ 

(b) retains /t/ (or --> /e/ in the 
words ~ and myself) 

Section 8 garden retains /dtn/ or --> /dn/ 
midden retains /dtn/ 

Section 9 --> /e/ 

Section 10 --> /e:(r)/ 

Section 11 retains /t/,l or --> /e:/ 

Section 12 retains /t/, or --> /a/ 

5.3.2.1. Description: 

Fig. 10. - Icl and variants 

/cl is a short, unrounded, front vowel, whose main 

variant is very close to e[c]. It is on or fractionally 

below the half-open position. Typical front variants are a 

little more tense than /t/. Lowered and centralised variants 

of /c/ ([re, a, ~]) before /r, 1/ overlap with raised and 

centralised variants of /a/ before Jr, 1/, especially /r/. 

1. Only, however, in the form /gtv/ of the three forms of gave, 
as the other forms are not used in modified speech. 
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Some words containing such variants may be interpreted as 

containing either phoneme. Examples of such words from 

the corpus appear under /a/. l Whilst the phonetic quality 

of a variant such as [a] (especially before /r/, which is 

more likely to cause raising and centralisation than lowering)2 

permits phonemicisation as /a/, alternative pronunciations 

with [3, ~] etc. suggest that it is also reasonable to 

attribute /e/ to these words; the direction of modification 

is towards /e/. 

Some centralised variants of /e/, e.g. [3] before /r/, 

and, to a lesser extent /1/, overlap with variants of /e/. 3 

/e/ occurs in stressed syllables, and also in syllables 

which often seem to carry a marked secondary stress. Examples: 

~: 

/s9ret/ 'tight'; /egz/' eggs'; /' en I kert d.3/ 
'encourage'; /neb/ 'peak (of cap)'; /tm1pry:v,ment/ 
'improvement'; /Sed/ 'shed'; etc. There are 
interesting occurrences of /e/ in open monosyllables: 
/e/ 'eh'; /se/ 'say'; /Oe/ form of 'thou'; /je/ 
'yes'; -[je] form of 'hear'. 

Dialect /e:/ and /e:(r)/ are shortened to /e/ in: /Ineoe~ 

'now then'; /ne1matnd/ 'never mind'. 

5.3.2.2. Variants: 

( i) The normal variant, but it does not often 
occur before /r, 1/. Examples: [t'en] 
'ten'; [l segedt] 'Saturday'; [IJevti2] 

'rivet'; etc. 

1. See subsection 2(b) of section 5.3.3.3; and sections 5.3.2.2(v: 
5.3.3.2(ii), (v), (vi) and (ix). 

2. Cf. variants of /a/ before /r/, section 5.3.3.2(ii), (v), 
(vi) and (ix). Note similarly variants of /re:/ before /r/ -
section 5.2.5.2(i) (ii) and (iii). 

3. Cf. subsections ~ii) and (iii) of the Variants, and 
section 5.3.6.1. 



( ii) [E] 

( iii) 

(iv) [~] 
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Variant with slight centralisation, occurs 
in free variation with [€] and is common in 
words which receive relatively less stress 
within the 'sentence'. As the centralisation 
increases, the distribution becomes more 
typical of the next variant. 

Occurs before /r, 1/, especially /r/. 
Examples: ['d33J1.]' jerry'; ['p'3J1.] 
'Perry'; [t'W3~V] 'twelve'; [W3~] 'well'; 
etc. Centralisation is greatest with the 
more markedly retroflex realisations or 

/r/. 

This slightly lowered variant is not used 
in so consistent a manner as to allow of a 
precise distributional specification,'but 
it seems to appear with some regularity 
before /1, r, nI, and sporadically in other 
contexts. Examples: ['f~lGz] 'fellows'; 
[l~J ] , let' ; [s~nd] , send'; etc. 

(v) [~],[re],[a] These variants occur before /1, r/. 
Examples: [v.re~] 'well'; [IV~J1.] 'very'; 
[ta~z] 'tells'; [Isa~dom] 'seldom~ etc. 

(vi) [€:],[E:] The short vowel may be lengthened before 
pauses, or due to hesitation, emphasis, or 
intonation. 

The most general features of the variants may be summarised 

as follows: lowering and centralisation of /€/ occur 

before /r, 1/. 
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5.3.2.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP lei: 

(a) /vet/ 'vet'; /Ipent/ 'penny'; /egz/ 
'eggs'; and very many others. 

(b) /Ivert/ 'very'; /Ir~le/ 'rellow'; etc. 
This second subgroup also appears under 
/a/, where it is more rully listed. l 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /9/: 

/19repms/ 'threepence'; /,~nge(r)'te:n,m~nt/ 

'entertainment'; /dt'pre:(r)t,m8nt/ 
'department'; /e'tSi:v,ment/ 'achievement'; 
/tm'pry:v,ment/ 'improvement'; /,sp~k't8klz/ 

'spectacles'; etc. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /I/: 

(a) /18n1kertd3/ 'encourage'; /8m'plot/ 'employ', 
etc. /'ror8d/ 'rorehead'j /,8ke 1 nomtk/ 
'economic'; /~g'zakt/ 'exact'; etc. 

(b) This subgroup also has /t/ in the dialect: 
/l r 8vtt/ 'rivet'; /l m8sge(r)/ 'mister'; 
/s9r8ng/2 'string'; /sp8l/ 'spill' (noun, 
when meaning 'taper'). 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /re/: 

/'s~tdt, 's~ge(r)dt/ 'Saturday'; /~s/ 

'ash'; /sl€k/ 'slack (coal)'; /'b18doe(r)/ 
'bladder'; /'r8dtStz/ 'radishes'; /8Z/ 
'has i ; /'blegbrt/ 'blackberry'; /'blegbe(r)n/, 
'Blackburn'; /'kekl, 'k8tl/ 'cackle'. 
These words also have /a/ in the dialect, 
except ~ which has /8t/. 

1. See subsection 2(b) or section 5.3.3.3. ! 
2. [~] is an allophone or /n! berore /k, g/ - cr. section 5.5.18.1 

i 



Section 5. Corresponding to RP /i:/: 

/'etn/ 'eaten'; /'jeztG(r)/ 'easier'; 
/klen,tlen/ 'clean'; /lev/ 'leave'; 
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/plez/ 'please'; /tSep/ 'cheap'; /tSet/ 
'cheat'; /bj€t/ 'beat'; /'bjetn/ 'beaten'. 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/€/ 'eh'; /€t/ 'ate'; /'mebi:/ 'maybe'; 
/m€k/ 'make' (usually with /e:/); /se/ 
'say'; /tek/ 'take' (also with /a/); 
/tSen/ 'chain'; /'weskot/ 'waistcoat'. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /n/: 

/'getn/ 'got' (p.p.). 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP jaIl: 

/met/ 'might' (vb.). 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

/'kwet8e(r)/ 'quarter' (also with Ire:, ~:, 

a, e:/). 

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /au/: 

/'neoen/ 'now then'. 

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /ru/: 

/'r€bry:.€rt/, more often /'febjY:,ert/ 
'February'. 

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /IG/: 

/je(r)/ 'hear; ear' (more orten with la, 
re:, e:, e,e:/). 
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5.3.2.4. Modification: 

Phonetically, the vowel is usually very fronted in 

modified speech, and the main variant for some speakers would 

be the slightly more open [~]. Sometimes [m] is reached. 

The vowel features very strongly in Vlords carrying secondary 

stress which are spelt with 'e', e.g. /'konst,kwentlt/ 

'consequently' .1 [3]-types tend toward [c]-[re] in modified 

speech. 

DistriDutionally: 

Section 1 retains /e/ 

Section 2 retains /e/ 

Section 3(a) retains /e/ 
(b) -> /t/ 

Section 4 --> /a/ 

Section 5 --> /i:/ 

Section 6 --> /e:/, but eh, ~, ~ and 
take are more likely to retain /e/ 

Section 7 --> /0/ 

Section 8 --> /at/ 

Section 9 --> /0:/ 

Section 10 retains /e/ 

Section 11 retains lei 

Section 12 --> /\8/ 

1. Cf. subsections 2 and 3(a) of the Comparative Distribution 
above. 
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5.3.3.1. Description: 

Fig. 11. - La/ and variants 

/a/ is a low, ~ront, unrounded, short vowel. The 

most common variant is somewhat back o~ ~ront, i.e. [g], and 

is ~ully open. A completely ~ront variant [a] and a some-

what centralised variant' [a] are also very common. Although 

back variants are much less ~requent, their existence is 

not surprising, for there is no contrasting open back phoneme. 

/a/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

/I ant / 'any'; /mam/ 'mam, mother'; /lpct1swad/ 
'pea pod'; /Itane(r)/ 'tanner, sixpence (2.1/2p)'; 
/'kare.van/ 'caravan'; !ak'sspt/ 'accept'; 
/,kon,tamt'ne:ttd/ 'contaminated'; /snak/ 'sneck, 

latch'; etc. 

/ja(r)/ 'year', /ja(r)/ 'hear', /ja(r)/ 'ear' and /fa(r)/ 

'far' all have the short pronunciation indicated by the 

phonemic rendering here, although in all cases there are 

other pronunciations too. There~ore, for speakers who do 



300. 

not pronounce post-vocalic /r/, /a/ may occur in open syllables 

in rinal position. In the dialect, words with reduplicating 

syllables in children's language end in /a/: 

/'dada/ 'dada'; /'mama/ 'mamma'; /'nana/ 
'grandmother, mother's aunt, and probably 
any elderly female relative, or even an 
unrelated female, who assists in caring 
ror a child'. 

Needless to say, these words are used by adults as well as by 

children. Note also: /a/ 'I'; /a(r)/ 'are,.l 

Traditionally long /re:/ occurs before If, s, e/ and 

for most traditional speakers /a/ may be said to occur 
2 infrequently in these environments. However, there is some 

variation from one word to another. 

/a/ does not occur before lSi. The [re'1.] ard[e:1.] 

variants which traditionally occur before /S/ to the total 

exclusion of raJ-types, are assigned in this analysis to /e:1./. 3 

/a/ has a somewhat restricted distribution before 

/m, n/, since in many common words such as /pon/ 'pan', 

/'ome(r)/ 'hammer', /0/ is used.4 

5.3.3.2. Variants: 

( i) is the most common variant and occurs in 
all positions. It is lemusual, however, 
in those contexts designated for [a, ~, re, 
a and re] below. Examples: [g~me] 'game'; ... 

1. cr. Gimson (1974: 105) who notes that RP /re/ does not occur 
in final open syllables. 

2. Cf. sections 5.2.5.1, 5.2.5.2(iv) and subsection 6(a) of 
section 5.2.5.3. 

3. Cf. section 5.4.1.2(ii) and subsection 6 of section 5.4.1.3. 
4. For further examples see subsection 4 of section 5.3.4.3. 



( ii) 

( iii) 

( iV) 

[ a] 

[a] 

[I~nt] 'any'; ['kCw~t28ez] 'quarters'; 
[Ip'~p'e] 'paper'; etc. 
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Occurs in most contexts (where it is less 
~requent than [~]), and especially be~ore 
/r, 11 - although note also the raised and 
centralised variants in subsection (vi) 
below. [a] also occurs in words which are 
not heavily stressed. Examples: [~ak2] 

'~act '; [oat2] 'that'; [ 1 vaJt] 'very'; 
[az2pc] 'help'; [wiiz] 'well'; etc. 

'" 
The variant occurs in ~ree variation with 
[~], although it is less ~requent. It is 

typical o~: a) words which o~ten have an 
even higher variant be~ore /k, gl and [~] -
as in subsection (v); b) ~ull stress; 
c) modi~ied speech. Examples: [Iba~ktn] 

'banking'; [mam] 'mam, mother'; [k'amP2] 
'camp'; ['babt] 'baby'; [f'l-ag] 'f'lag'; 
etc. 

[a],[a],[a] Back variants. There is no back open 
+ 

phoneme contrasting with /a/, therefore 

the existence o~ optional back variants is 
not surprising. They are in f'ree variation 
with [~], but are 1n a decided minority by 
comparison. Their use appears to be largely 
a matter of' idiolect: some speakers do not 
have them at all, whilst others use them 
with some ~requency, or intermittently. 
In some idiolects they can even occur before 
/k/, which usually causes raising o~ /a/ 
in the dialect, as will be seen in sub
section (v). Examples: [blak2] 'black'; 

+ 
[~s] 'I shall'; [I bJakl-e] 'Brackley'j 
[lad] 'lad'; [oat2] 'that'; [plant'] 
'plant'; etc. 



(v) 

( vi) 

(vii) 

[a] ,Ere] .. 

[re],[a] .. 
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Raised variants. These occur especially 
before /k, g/ and [~]. They also occur 
before /r/, and to a lesser extent in 
other contexts. A preceding /j/, and 
occasionally, perhaps, a preceding /k/ 
or /g/, may also cause raising. Examples: 
[b~g] 'bag'; ['b~~kf.pf] 'Bancroft'; 
[f~k] 'fact'; ['kreJtd] 'carried'; [f'reJ] 
'far'; ['~g~n] 'hanging'; ['d3~~sen] 
'Jackson'; [fi-r~~'] 'Frank'; [~p'reles] 
'palace' ; CreW ] 'health'; [, d3~kt t2] 
'jacket'; [t Cre0] 'take'; ['gmJtd.3J 
'garage'; [ljaJa] 'ear-hole'; [d3rek2s] J .. v 
'Jack's'; [W1 ~n] 'we ~ = have'; 
[g~s] 'gas'; etc. 

Raising, together with marked centralisation, 
is f'ound most f'requently bef'ore /1/, and 
also with considerable regularity bef'ore /r/. 
Examples: ['tS~e,ba~g] 'char-a-banc'; 
[ I k'ffiJt d) 'carried'; [ 'aJt, '£11.] 'Harry'; 
[ 'foole] 'fellow'; [ vrci3l-] 'well'; [ 'rel-it S e] 
'Halshaw'; [a~2ts] 'else'; [p're~z] 'pals'; 

'. .. ~ 
etc. 

[~,], etc. A rounded variant is sometimes encountered: 
a) before /m, n/, in which respect it must be 
borne in mind that some words which sometimes 
appear with /a/ also have /0/;1 and b) after 
/w/. Examples: ['fa'm18] 'family'; - .. 
[ gJa'n2t'] 'grant'; ['wa't2sl.t2] 'whatsit'; 

- v 
[s~'m] 'Sam'; [d3~'m]' jam'; [l~)nd] 

, 1 and'; etc. 

(viii) [~:] etc. Lengthened variants may occur due to a 

1. Cf. especially subsection 4 of section 5.3.4.3, and further 
section 5.3.4.2(v). 
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pause, hesitation, or a particular intonation 
pattern. Occasionally I have transcribed 
a lengthened form for which I cannot see any 
apparent explanation, e.g. [tC~:ps] 'taps'. 

(ix) [E], etc. Occasionally a word contains a very high 
variant before /r/: ['k~J~d] 'carried'; 

['k~J'1.] 'carry'; [f=?Je:nd] 'far end'. 
In these cases the variants are more 
reminiscent of /e:/, and one is reminded of 
some variants of /re:1 before /r/.l 

5.3.3.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /re/: 

/bakl 'back'; /Ikare.van/ 'caravan'; 
/tSap/ 'chap'; and very many others. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /e/: 

(a) /Ian~/ 'any' (also with /0/); l'an~,j3Y/ 

'anyhow' (also with /0/); l'avr~,e'1.n/. 

, everyth ing'; /land/' lend' ( als 0 with , 

/0/); /lant/ 'lent' (vb.). 

(b) The following occurrences of /a/ before 
II, r/ overlap allophonically in the dialect 
with allophones of /e:/ and either phoneme 
may be assigned to the words: /'salert/ 
'celery'; / als/ 'else'; /, fale/ 'fellow'; 
/al(t)e/ 'health'; /tall 'tell'; /~zlsal/ 
'himself' ; Iwal/ 'well'; /alp/ 'help'; 

/'vartl 'very'; /balt/ 'belt'; /'bal'Ll 
'belly'; /'jalel 'yellow'; etc. 

1. Cf. section 5.2.5.2(iii). 



(c) Note also /snak/ 'sneck, latch', which 
often has [E] in other varieties of 
English and Scottish. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP leI/: 

/'make(r)/ 'maker' (also with /e:/); 
/'fave(r)z/ 'favours'; /gam/ 'game'; 
/'pape(r)1 'paper'; I'wakntn/ 'wakening'; 
/ta~ 'take' (also with /E/ but /a/ appears 
to be the more traditional); /tan, 'takn/ 
'taken'; /'babt/ 'baby'; I'akoa(r)n/ 
'acorn'; /gan/ 'gave'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP la:/: 
/fa(r)1 'far' (also with lre:/); /ba(r)1 
'bar' (also with lre:/); /'anttz/ 'aunties'; 
/at/ 'art, art thou?'; /Ipadn/ 'pardon' 
(also with 10,00:/); /'daren/ 'Darwen'; 
/a(r)/ 'are'. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP IIa/: 

/Ijare, 'jaro:ll 'ear-hole'; /ja(r)/ 'ear; 
hear' (also with Ire:, e:, E:, ~, e/). 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP lui after Iw/: 

I.wa'rtztt/ 'what is it?'; /'wanore:(r)zl 
/Iwats\t/ 

/watSI 
'Wanderers';' /want/ 'want'; 
'whatsit'; I'kwart/ 'quarry'; 
'watch'; etc. 
Note also: /lpE\ISwad/ pea-swad 'pea-pod', 
which is rendered in Northern Standard 

with /0/. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

/'kwatge(r)1 'quarter' (also with /E, re:, 0:, 
e:/); /' wage(r), Iwate(r)/ 'water' (more 
usually with /e:/). 
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speech; 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP latl: 
la/'I'; lam! 'I'm'. 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP 13:1: 
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Ija(r)1 'year' (also with Ire:, e, e:/). 

Section 10. Corresponding to RP I~/: 

lakfs~ptl 'accept'. 

Modification: 

Phonetically there is a general movement towards 

The variants [a, a, 0] are extremely rare in modified 
+ 

high central variants are usually absent due to the 

less retrorlex character of Ir/; and rounded variants are 

hardly in evidence, as such variant forms as Im~n, man! 'man' 

only exist for the speakers of more residual dialect. 

Distributionally: 

Section I retains lal 
Section 2(a) --> I~I 

(b) --> lei, but some slight degree 
of overlap still remains 

(c) retains lal if the word is 
used at all 

Section 3 --> le:1 
Section 4 retains lal, except --> Ire: (r)wl 

in Darwen 

Section 5 --> It~1 

Section 6 --> 101 
Section 7 --> 10:1 



Section 8 retains /a/, or --> /at/ 

Section 9 --> Ie, e:/ 

Section 10 retains /a/ 

5.3.4.1. Description: 

Fig. 12. - /~/ and variants 
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/0/ is a short, rounded, back, hal~-open vowel. The 

vowel is decidedly higher than RP /0/, and also more rounded, 

although the degree o~ rounding naturally depends upon the 

phonetic environment. The main variant is very close to O[oJ. 

/~/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

/~o(r)/ '~or'; /lk~n'dokge(r)/ 'conductor'; 
/m~n/ 'man'; /Ionl/ 'any'; etc. 

As in the case of /~/,l there is often a marked impression o~ 

secondary stress in syllables containing /0/, but not carrying 

1. Of. section 5.3.2.1. 



the main word stress. Examples: 

l,kon'dokge(r)1 'conductor'; Itlcon'dcmdl 

'condemned'; l,kon'dtS(e)nz/'conditions'; 
etc. 

307. 

Occurrences of 101 in open syllablesl are: 101 'on' 

(but only when the next word begins with a consonant); 

Iro(r)1 'for' (when pronounced without the Ir/, which is 

usually the case); I'toltol 'toffee, sweet' (children's 

word). 

101 has a restricted or intermittent distribution 

before certain consonants where /0/ appears in correspondence 

with RP 1'01 and ME /0/. Examples: /dogl 'dog'; /langl 
2 'long'; etc. A detailed treatment is given under 10/. 

Variants of /0/ and /01 overlap and the boundaries between 

the two phonemes are sometimes anything other than clear.3 

10/ does not usually occur traditionally before 

If, s, e/ where the d1alect has 10:/. Examples: /bro:91 

'broth'; /0: f/ 'off'; /to: sl 'toss'; etc. 4 More marginally, 

a few words which are normally pronounced with /01 have been 

transcribed occasionally with [0:] in contexts where there 

is no reason to expect lengthening. In such cases, phonemici-

sation with 10:1 is possible although 101 is more usual. 

This lengthening seems to occur most often before /p/: 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 112). 
2. See subsection 4 of section 5.3.5.3 for a full discussion. 
3. Cf. subsection 4 of sections 5.3.5.3 and 5.3.4.2(111) and (1v) 
4. See section 4(b) of section 5.2.6.3. for further examples. 
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/to:p/ 'top'; /sto:p/ 'stop'; /'o:p,ptktn/ 'hop-picking'; 

etc. Occasionally /0:/ also occurs before other consonants: 

/e'klo:kj 'o'clock'; /lo:t/ 'lot'; etc. l 

/0/ is not usually met before the combination /It/ 

in common words. NS /0/ + /It/ is rendered by /0:/ + /t/ in 

the dialect, e.g. /so:t/ 'salt'; etc. 2 

/0/ has a rather restricted distribution after /w/ 

where /a/ is often used, e.g. /watS/ 'watch'; etc.3 Cf., 

however, /wom/ 'home'. 

5.3.4.2. Variants: 

(i) 

(ii) [5] 

(iii) 

A normal variant of unrestricted occurrence. 
Examples: [skon] 'scone'; [stond] 'stand'; 
[,kon'd~m~] 'condemned'; etc. 

A normal variant occurring especially in 
words which are not heavily stressed within 

the utterance. Examples: ['k'5leJt] 
'colliery'; ['b5btn] 'bobbin'; [e'klo

2
k C

] 
~ 

'o'clock'; etc. 

Raised variants occur quite frequently and 
have been noted especially before /p, b, n, 
k and t/. A raised and centralised variant 
has been noted before the same phonemes and 
also /ks/.4 Examples: [k'02k ,] 'cock'; 

&~ 

[~f2] 'not'; [dJijn] 'John'; [~o] 'knob'; 
[b5ks] 'box'; [stoP2J 'stop'; etc." 

~ ~ 

1. Cf. subsection 4(a) of section 5.2.6.3. 
2. Cf. section 5.2.6.1, and subsection lea) of section 5.2.6.3. 
3. Cf. section 5.3.3.3, subsection 6 for further examples. 
4. Cf. the higher variants in subsection (iv) and the environmentE 

given for occurrences of /0/ in subsection 4 of section 5.3.5.3 _ 
4B and especially 4C. 

; 



( iV) [0],[0] 
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These very high variants are around C[o] 
and at this pOint we are within the 
territory of the /0/ Phoneme. l Note 
under 10/ those words which correspond to 
RP /u/ and ME and NS 10/. 2 Examples: 
[t'oP2J 'top'; [Ibobbe t'Y:] 'bob or two'; 
['bok2S1.n] 'boxing'; etc. v 

(v) [VC],[~C],[p~J, etc. Lowered variants occur infrequently 
in the traditional dialect. Examples: 

[ 'fv CJ 1.m] 'for him'; [d.3v(n] 'John'; [f~c] 

'for'; etc. Lowered variants become much 
more common in modified speech. They may 
also occur in words which also have /a/, or 
which modify to la/: [l p 'v'd3'n] 'pardon'; 
[s\~nd] 'stand'; etc. 

(Vi) [0 0 ],[0:], etc. 101 seems to lengthen quite readily 
before a pause or hesitation, or due to 
intonation, or, as rar as I can ascertain, 
in a word at the end or any phrase or sense
unit. It is perhaps not implausible to 

suggest that the lengthening of a short 
vowel could itself constitute a pause or 

hesitation of sorts. 

5.3.4.3. Comparative Distribution: 

section 1. Corresponding to RP lui: 
ld,3ob/ 'job'; I'fore:d/ 'forehead'; 
l'koler1.1 'colliery'; Iskon/ 'scone'; 

ISop/ 'shop'; and very many more. 

1. Cf. section 5.3.5.2. 
2. Cf. subsection 4 of section 5.3.5.3. 



Section 2. Corresponding to RP /eu/: 

/kom/ 'comb'; /'spokn/ 'spoken'; 
/'brokn/ 'broken'; /'opn/ 'open'; 
/'frozn/ 'frozen'; /'wovn/ 'woven'; 
/wom/ 'home' (also with /Q/); /e'wom/ 
'at home' (also with /0/). 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

Also with joe, 0:/: /fo(r)/ 'for' (also 
with lei); /'fottt/ 'forty'; /0/ only: 
/'fore(r)~ 'forward(s)'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /re/ before nasals, 
espeCially /n/: 

/sond/ 'sand'; /ston~ 'stand'; /kon/ 
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'can'; /mon/ 'man'; /'gron,fe:oe(r)/ 
'grandfather'; /'gron,mooe(r)/ 'grandmother'; 
/'bonksmon/ 'banksman'; /ont/ 'hand'; 
/'onoe(r)/ '-hander'; /'ondt~ '-handed'; 
/'onkl/ 'ankle'; /spon/ 'span'; /'onse(r)t/ 
'answered'; /'montldJe(r)/ 'manager'; 
/'onfol/ 'handful'; /Iondl/ 'handle'; /pon/ 
'pan'; /'ponke:k/ 'pancake'; /lond/ 'land'; 
/lond/ 'lend' (also with /a/); /'ome(r)/ 
'hammer'; etc. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP lei: 
/fot, fotS/ 'fetch'; /'rosl/ 'wrestle' 
(similarly all derivative forms); /'on\/ 
'any' (similarly in compounds); /'mont/ 
'many'; /lont/ 'lent' (vb.). 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP lei: 

/,kon'd~m~ 'condemned'; /,kon'd\S(e)nz/ 
'conditions'; /,konidokBe(r)/ 'conductor'; 
etc. 
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Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a:/: 

/bros/ 'brass' (more usually with /re:/); 

/'fosn/ 'fasten' (more usually with /re:/); 
/'looe(r)/ 'lather'. 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /i:/: 

/'skwozn/ 'squeezed' (p.p.). 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /I/: 

/'orovn/ 'driven'. 

5.3.4.4. Modification: 

In modified speech, variants below cEo] become normal. 

A degree of unrounding is customary, and fronting towards [a] 

is frequent. Typical variants are in the range [v(]-[a']. 

The raised variants disappear altogether in strongly modified 

speech. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains /0/ 

Section 2 --> 10:/ 

Section 3 --> /09/ (although ~ can retain /0/: 

Section 4 --> la/ 

Section 5 --> /~/ 

Section 6 retains /0/ 

Section 7 --> /a/ 

Section 8 --> /0:/ 

Section 9 --> /l/ 

In section 6, /0/ remains in syllables taking secondary stress 
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in what is, in fact, a rather large group of words. /0/ is 

also used in NS in a number of words spelt with '0', where 

RP has /~/ and the dialect /e/ or /0/, e.g. 

NS /'patlon/ 'pylon' - dialect /'patlon/ - RP /'paIl~n/.ll 

One might compare the NS form both with the written form of 

the word and with US /'pallon/. It is impossible to distinguish 

one influence from the other as both are plausible. It is 

currently the case that American full-vowel pronunciations 

are common in radio, cinema and television. 2 I recall also 

how one informant told me that he and his friends were utterly 

amazed when they heard the first talking pictures,as they had 

never heard an American speak before. They went around for 

weeks afterwards imitating this strange accent. In less 

familiar words, to which people nowadays are increasingly 

exposed due to the greater amount of information available 

in the world, and due to increased communications, trade, 

travel, education and so on, informants may be unsure of 

aspects of pronunciation and may well be influenced by the 

written form in cases where they are familiar with it. The 

prestige of the written language in schools,and education at 

large, is a factor which must also be considered. 

1. There is nothing absolute about these forms: NS and the 
dialect can also have /e/ in this word. 

2. Although the influence of the written word may be discernible 
here too, at least in some cases, as broadcasters are usually 
reading. 
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5.3.5.1. Description; 

Fig. 13. - /0/ and variants 

/0/ is a high, back, rounded, short vowel. The most 

common variants are on or above the half-close position. 

Typical variants in stressed syllables are pronounced very 

rar back - indeed, on this particular count /0/ or /ul might 

well have made an appropriate phonemic symbol. However, the 

phoneme also has variants which are somewhat centralised, 

especially in its widespread use in relatively unstressed 

syllables, and modification may also lead to some degree of 

centralisation. /0/ therefore seems the best symbol to cover 

the range of variants. The tongue is quite tense when the 

back variants are pronounced. 

/0/ has a wider distribution within the word than its 

common RP equivalents. It occurs initially, medially and 

finally in open syllables. l Examples: 

1. cr. RP /A/ and lui, Gimson (1974: 107, 117). 



/op/ 'up'; /lover1.n/ 'hovering'; /fost/ 'first'; 
/s9rong/ 'strong'; /rok/ ruck 'slag heap' (also 

with /Y:/); /'flozze(r)/ 'e.g. a cotton cop, 
spindle or bobbin from which the cotton is over
flowing'; /'ooZ1./ 'muzzy'; /'somot/ 'something'; 
/'womon/ 'woman'; /sot/ 'soot'; /do/ 'do' (also 
with /Y:/); /go/ 'go' (also with /Y;/); /'jalo/ 
'yellow'; /pons/ 'kick'; /';)9los/ 'always'; 
/oon/ 'must'; /o'pre:(r)t/ 'apart'; etc. 
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/0/ appears to have been the traditional vowel in 

syllables which are relatively unstressed,l rather in the 

manner that /9/ functions in RP as a reduced vowel. Nowadays 

/e/ and /0/ are in free variation in relatively unstressed 

syllables. A range of variants intermediate between [~] and 

[e, 9] is found to occur in syllables which are relatively 

unstresse~ in addition to /0/ and /e/. Examples of /0/ in 

syllables not carrying the main word stress: 

/'womon/ 'woman'; /'somot/ 'something'; /'jalo/ 
'yellow'; /'vakom/ 'vacuum'; /'london/ 'London'; 

/'d;)m1.noz/ 'dominoes'; /'sw1.tse(r),lond/ 
'Switzerland'; /'br8kfos/ 'breakfast'; /'1.nsedont/ 
, inc ident '; / I wi: verom/ 'Weaver ham'; /, problom! 
'problem'; /Ibantomz/ 'bantams'; etc. 2 

In final consonant clusters, /1/ is often syllabic, 

and its quality is reminiscent of /0/; on other occasions, 

/0/ can be heard before /1/, e.g. /'pi:pl, 'pi:pol/ 'people'. 

/0/ and /e/ perhaps occur most frequently between /sl and /n/, 

e.g. /d1. ' t8nSon/ 'detention,.3 

1. Cf., however, the occurrence of /;)/ and /8/ in syllables 
carrying secondary stress, sections 5.3.4.1. and 5.3.2.1. 
respectively. 

2. See also lei, section 5.3.6.1. 
3. Cf. section 17 of the Comparative Distribution below. 
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There is some overlap between /0/ and /0/ which will 

be the subject or attention in the Comparative Distribution 

below. 

5.3.5.2. Variants~ 

(i) [o],[o],[V],[u], etc. These variants all occur in rree 
variation with each other, and particularly 
in stressed syllables. However, the very 

high and backed variants [u] and [V] are 
somewhat more typical or certain environments: 
1) in the environment or [q] and [G], 
especially ir these variants precede the 
/0/: [lqVPO] 'couple'; [qvm] 'come'; 
[GUm] 'gum, God'; and 2) in the environment 
or bilabials: [pc~ b2] 'pub'; [lwUm~n] 

'woman'; [V2pc] 'up'; [bum] 'bum'; etc. 
~ 

It should be stressed that these environ-
mental considerations rerlect a tendency, 
and no more; they do not derine a clearly 
delimited subclass. Other examples: [Imon\] 
'money'; [worn] 'home'; and, using the 
cover symbol [0] ror variants around [0] 
and [0]: [mos] 'moss'; [sto2k'] 'stuck'; 

~ 

[boks] 'box'; ['eo~:+k\n] 'thinking' 
(jovial rorm); etc. These variants may 
also occur in syllables which are relatively 
unstressed: ['somo£2] 'something'; 
['p c e:vmoni2] 'pavement'; ['oZon~] 'HOlland'; 

etc. 

(ii) [0],[9], and variants between [~] and [a]: These 
variants are common in syllables which do 
not carry the primary word stress, or in 
words which are very weakly stressed within 
the utterance as a whole. Examples: [b~] 
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'but' (weak stress); [lqun] 'come' (weak 
stress); [~'m] 'them' (weak stress); 
[~'l~v~p~ns] 'elevenpence'; ['~~st~nz] 
'Preston's'; [d9t2] 'do the' (unstressed); 
['\nglond] 'England'· ['l~mon] 'lemon'· etc 1 -.I ,. '.. ,. I 

(iii) See the variants given under /0/. 2 

5.3.5.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP lui: 

(a) /brok/ 'brook'; /krokt/' crooked'; /sot/ 
'soot'; /'blom\~ 'blooming' (also with lei). 
These words also have /Y:/, although less 
f'requently. 

(b) /pot/ 'put'; 
/god/ 'good'; 

/f'ol/ 'f'ull'; /'womon/ 
/wod/ 'wood'; etc. 

'woman' ; 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /A/: 

(a) /e'mong/ 'among'; /won/ 'one' (also with /0/); 
/' noS'\. n/ 'nothing'; /tong/' tongue' ; 
/'skandel,monge(r)/ 'scandalmonger'; 
/'mongrel/ 'mongrel'; /'~\(j)e(r)n,monge(r)/ 

'ironmonger'. These words have /0/1n NS. 

(b) /Imooe(r)/ 'mother'; /stOk/ 'stuck'; 
/'jongsge(r)/ 'youngster'; and many others. 
These words have /0/ in NS. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /3:(r}/: 

/fost/ 'first'; /'wosl\/ 'Worsley'; /bost/ 

1. Cf'. also lei, section 5.3.6.2(iv) for the more heavily 
centralised and lowered variants shading imperceptibly f'rom 
[0] and [~] into variants of' /e/. 

2. Cf'. section 5.3.4.2(iii) and (iv). 
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'burst'; /wos/ 'worse'; /wost/ 'worst'; 
l'koss1.n/ 'cursing'; /pos/ 'purse'; /ms/ 
'nurse'; /'mss1.n/ 'nursing'; /mst/ 
'nursed'; Ibron/' burn'; /woe/' worth' ; 
/'dos(e)nt/ 'daren't' (also with Ire:, a, e, e:/ 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP lu/: 

This group is particularly problematic, as 
there is an area of overlap with the dialect 
I~/-phoneme so that it is not always clear 
which phoneme is being used in a given case, 
nor is it clear to exactly what extent one 
should restrict the distribution of /~/. 
The problem has been touched upon in the 
description of the /~/-phoneme, both in terms 

1 2 of distribution, and of phonetic variants. 
It will be treated in greater detail here. 

It seems necessary to distinguish the regular occurrences 

of 101 from the optional ones, and these two in turn from the 

more isolated ones. Only in this way can an accurate picture 

be obtained of (a) the distribution of /0/, and (b) the 

resultant restrictions on the distribution of I~/. 

A. COMPLETELY REGULAR OOCURRENCES OF DIALECT 101 
CORRESPONDING TO RP /u/: 

(i) Before Ing/: 

Irong/ 'wrong'; le'long/' along'; Ilongl 

1. Cf. section 5.3.4. Description. 
2. Cf. section 5.3.4.2(iv). 
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'long'; /b1.'long/ 'belong'; /s9rong/ 
'strong'; /'rong'ro:d1.~ 'wrong-roaded'; 
/er1.'longlcgz/ 'Harry-longlegs, crane fly'; 
/,dad"'longlcg(z)/ 'daddy longlegs'; and 
other compounds containing long, strong and 
wrong. 

(ii) Before /g/: 

/tlog, klog/ 'clog'; /dDg/' dog'; /£og/ 
'fog'; /frogz/' frogs'; /togz/' togs = 
clothes'; /'Cd3og/ 'hedgehog'. 

( iii) Before /m/: 

/tom! 'Tom'; /ltom'L/ 'Tommy'; /'bom,fC1.(j)e:r) 
'bonfire'; /'bom'L/ 'bonfire' (children's 
word). /'bom,fc1.(j)e(r)/ could be assigned 
to a category headed with /n/, but the 
distinction between /m! and /n/ is neutralisec 
before Iff. 

(iv) Before /v/: 

/'ove(r)/ 'hover'; /Iove(r),kr.re:ft/ 
'hovercraft'; I'ovol/ 'hovel'; /lkoven9r1./ 
'Coventry' • 

(v) Before /~: 
/ero~ 'trod'. 

B. OOCURRENCES OF DIALECT 10/ CORRESPONDING TO RP /0/, 

WHICH ARE REGULAR, BUT IN FREE VARIATION WITH I~/: 

(i) Before /nk/: 

/'dOnkl/ 'donkey'. 

(ii) Before /n/: 

/Son/ 'shone'. 
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( iii) Before /rn/: 

/from/ 'from' (also /fe(r), fre/). 

(iv) Before /ks/: 

/boks/ 'box' ; /'bokstn by:b/ 'boxing 
booth' ; /'boks1.n de:/ 'Boxing Day' ; 
/stoks/ 'stocks'. 

(v) Before /1/: 

/1. ' volv/ 'evolve' ; /'ol ed1.z/ 'holidays'. 

(vi) In syllables not carrying the main stress: 

le:d3kroft/ 'Agecroft'; /'90~(r)n1.,kroft/ 

'Thorneycroft ' .1 

C. ISOLATED CCCURRENCES OF DIALECT /0/ 

CORRESPONDING TO RP /0/: 

These have been noted in words such as: ££h, job, 

~, proper; yonder, Donald; plank; o'clock, dock; QQg; ~, 

throstle; porridge. In these examples the appearance of /0/ 

before /n/, /~ and /~ is supported by more definite 

occurrences in these environments in sections A and B. The 

bulk of the isolated occurrences noted are before /p/, fbi, 

/k/ and /n!: this constitutes a very similar list of environ

ments to that given for raised variants of /0/. 2 

Within the dialect itself, /0/ alternates with /0/ in 

1. These two appear to be genuine /0/ forms. They do not 
alternate with /e/ as /0/ does in its capacity as reduced vowel 
and they modify t%~~le In forms where /0/ occurs 1n unstresse~ 
syllables (with /e 1n free variation) - /'bonksmon/ 'banksman' 
/Ifo:mon/ 'foreman' - we are dealing with a regular feature of ' 
relat1vely unstressed syllables rather than any tendency for th€ 
/0/ in man to become /0/. 

2. See sect10n 5.3.4.2(111) and (1v). 
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/won, won! 'one', /\~m/ 'home' and /e'wom/ 'at home'. 

Furthermore, in comparison with NS /0/, there are occurrences 

of dialect /0/, especially before /ng/, which correspond to 

/A/ in RP;l and occurrences of dialect /0/ optionally in 

words such as /kom'ple:nts/ 'complaints'. 

The occurrences of /0/ in sections A, Band C suggest 

that there is substantial exclusion of /0/ before some phonemes 

(e.g. /g/) in common dialect words; optional exclusion before 

others (e.g. /ks/), which is also partial in terms of the 

number of words involved; and that beyond these two classes 

there are an appreciable number of isolated cases, some of 

which are also marginal due to the overlap between variants 

of /0/ and /0/. 2 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /a/: 

/olpre:(r)t/ 'apart'; /'bonksmon/ 'banksman'; 
lad om/ 'had them'; /o'levnpons/ 'elevenpence' 
/'krtsmos/ 'Christmas'; /'tnglonq/ 'England'; 
/'lemon/ 'lemon'; /'london/ 'London'; and 
many others. 

Sometimes a speaker of residual dialect will use /0/ in syllables 

not carrying the primary stress where a more modified speaker 

would use /0/ or /e/: /kOm'ple:nts/ 'complaints'; /e'mjy:zmont/ 

'amusement'; etc. 

in all such cases.3 
Nowadays, /e/ is in free variation with /0/ 

1. For examples see section 2(a) of this Comparative Distribution 
2. Cf. section 5.3.4.2(iii) and (iv). The overlap between /0/ 

and /0/, and the wide range of phonetic contexts in which /0/ 
corresponds to RP /n/, NS /0/ and ME /0/, make any explanation 
of the development of dialect /0/ in such words extremely 
complicated - cf. Ford (1974), Wright, P. (1976: 52f), and 
Shorrocks (1977b). 

3. Cf. section 5.3.6.1. 
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Section 6. Corresponding to RP /GUf: 

(a) /go/ 'go' (also with /Y:/); /wom/ 'home' 
(less often with /0/); /e'wom/ (less often 
with /0/). 

(b) /'rosko/ 'Roscoe'; /Idomtnoz/ 'dominoes'; 
and all cases of RP /Gul in final, open, 
unstressed syllables. l /el is now slightly 
the more usual in this context, but /01 is 
still permissible in all cases. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /au/: 

/OOn/ 'bound'; /fon/ 'f'ound'; /won/ 
'wound'; (forms with /e:/ and f'inal Id/ 
are possible in all three cases). 

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /u:/: 

ldo/ 'do' (stressed and unstressed; also 
with /Y:/), and in relatively unstressed 
syllables in July, fortune, statue, tissue, 

2 etc. 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP lei: 

/1 Sol tn/ 'shelling'. 

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /re/: 

/plonk/ 'plank' (more normally 10/); 
/1d3Y:snop/ 'Dewsnap' (normally /a/); 
/b ro nk/ 'drank'; / ro n/ 'ran'; / rong/ 
'rang'; /sonk/ 'sank'; /song/ 'sang'; 
/sfC;n/ 'span'; /sprong/ 'sprang'; /stonk/ 
'stank'; /sv~m/ 'swam'. 

1. For a fuller list see subsection 6 of' section 5.3.6.3. 
2. /e/ may also be used in these unstressed syllables. Forms 

are given in subsection 9 of section 5.3.6.3. 



Section 11. Corresponding to RP /I/: 

/sot/ 'sit' (/\/ is more usual). 

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /jue/: 

/'vakom/ 'vacuum'. 
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Section 13. Corresponding to RP /ue/ in relatively 
unstressed syllables: 

In visualise, eventually, aperture, etc. l 

Section 14. Corresponding to RP /wr/: 

/'o:los/ 'always'. 

Section 15. Corresponding to RP /ju/ in relatively 
unstressed syllables: 

In regulations, celluloid, deputies, 
2 ambulAnce, etc. 

Section 16. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/kom/ 'carne' (also with /Y:/). 

Section 17. Corresponding to RP consonant clusters: 

/0/ (or /e/) appears optionally in some 
consonant clusters. In final consonant 
clusters, /1/ has a quality which is 
reminiscent of /0/, or unrounded /0/, and 
is sometimes preceded by this vowel, as 
explained in the Description above. /0/ 
may also appear in the environment /S-n/. 
Examples: 

1. These words also have /e/. Forms are given in subsection 
10 of section 5.3.6.3. 

2. These words also have /e/. Forms are given in sUbsection 
7 of section 5.3.6.3. 



I'pi:poll 'people' c:f. 
1,€k's€pSenoll 'exceptional' c:f. 
Idt't€nSon! 'detention' cf. 
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RP I-pll 
RP I-Snll 
RP I-sn! 

See :further under le/. l A vowel would not 
be interposed in the clusters Ifn, vn, dn, 

2 tn, dl, tIl. 

5.3.5.4. Modification: 

The main variant sometimes modifies to a variant in 

the [o]-[e] or [~]-[e] ranges. However, not all speakers 

modify this phoneme, and some retain a very backed 101 despite 

modifying other aspects of their speech. In syllables not 

carrying the main stress, lei is used more than 10/, and 

intermediate variants also occur. The problem of overlap 

between 101 and 101 largely disappears. 101 is lower in 

modified speech and more widely distributed. Two important 

sections from the Comparative Distribution, 2(a) and 4, both 

convert to 10/. 
There are occasional modifications in the directions 

of [a], [A] and [0]. Such modifications are extreme by the 
. . 

standards of my informants, and only one lady had decided 

inclinations in these directions. V'v'hen modification of this 

type occurs, it is likely that RP IAI and lui will not be 

distinguished, or not be consistently distinguished, just as 

the dialect uses 10/ for both these phonemes in substantial 

groups of words. 

1. Cf. section 5.3.6.1. 
2. }be:(r)nden/ 'Burnden' is an exception, no doubt because 

of the /n! which precedes the /d/. 



Distributionally: 

Section lCa) --> /Y:/ 
(b) retains /0/ 

Section 2(a) --> /0/ (nothing sometimes 
retains /0/) 

(b) retains /0/ 

Section 3 --> lei (less often /e:/; 
/bran! -> /be: (r )n!). 

Section 4 --> /0/ 

Section 5 -> lei 
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Section 6(a) retains /0/ (if the words are use, 
(b) --> lei, or, more extremely, 

--> /0:/ 

Section 7 --> /3Y/ (add final /d/) 

Section 8 --> lei or /Y:/ 

Section 9 -> /~I 

Section 10 --> /a/, or - in the case of the 
preterites - more likely 
retains /0/ 

Section 11 --> /\/ 

Section 12 --> /e/ or /jY:/ 

Section 13 --> /el or Ivai 

Section 14 -> lei or /wt/ 

Section 15 --> /e/, /jel/ or /jY:/ 

Section 16 retains /0/, or --> /e:/ 

Section 17. As in the dialect, but with 
greater use of /e/ rather 
than /0/ 
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5.3.6.1. Description: 

Fig. 14. - Ie! and variants (simpliried) 

/el is a short vowel which varies between rront and 

centre and between half-open and half-close. It is typically 

rounded, even if sometimes only slightly so. It is tenser 

than RP I~/, being used in stressed syllables; even when 

used in relatively unstressed syllables it still tends to be 

tenser than I~/. For instance, there is no decidedly low 

variant in word-final position to parallel the word-final 

variant of /~/ in Rpl - rather, the dialect uses a higher 

and usually tenser and more rounded variant such as [e]. 

This tendency is due to the different accentual pattern or 

the dialect (which unfortunately lies outside the scope of 

this segmental analysis), and to the preglottalisation and 

1. cr. Gimson (1974: 124). 
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gemination of medial consonants. 

'slipper', the first syllable is heavily stressed, there is 

a hold between the syllables and, when the second syllable 

is pronounced, slight tongue tension is evident in the 

realisation of the vowel. 

As the phonemic symbo~/e/ is a cover symbol or label 

for numerous variants occupying a large area of phonetic 

space. l As a phonetic symbol, it has the quality of the 

variants [~)], [3'], [~C] and [9'], i.e. it is a rounded vowel 

in or just to the front of the central area. As a cover 

symbol for such common variants it is taken to represent the 

phonemic norm. 

lei occurs in all positions within the word, including 

syllables carrying the main word stress. In words such as 

/sket/ 'skirt', /r/ is not included even as optional, for none 

of the informants uses historical post-vocalic /r/ in the 

environment lei - voiceless consonant. 2 Examples: 

/et/ 'hurt'; /e1ke(r)/ 'occur'; /bet/ 'Bert'; 
/de(r)/ 'door'; /de(r)/ 'dare'; /wek/ 'work'; 
/'lert/ 'lorry'; /'setttnlt/ 'certainly'; /je(r)/ 
'year'; /'tetkt, 'tekkt/ 'turkey'; /'gettt/ 
'thirty'; /get'ti:n/ 'thirteen'; /tSetS/ 'church'; 
/Set/ 'shirt'; /sket/ 'skirt'; /'fe:~e(r)/ 'father'; 
/'aksedent/ 'accident'; /e'koz/ 'because'; /e'ko:d/ 
'because'; /e'foe(r)/ 'afore, before'; etc. 

lei occurs frequently in unstressed syllables where 

it is in free variation with /0/, e.g. /'jale, 'jalo/ 'yellow,.3 

1. Cf. the Variants and Fig. 14. 
2. Note, however, the possibility of /r/ in an unstressed 

syllable: /'pcmbe(r)tn! 'Pemberton'; /'boge(r)t/ 'buggered = 
broken, tired'; etc. 

3. Cf. sections 5.3.5.1. and 5.3.5.3. 
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In syllables carrying secondary stress, however, /0/ and /£/ 

are o~ten met rather than a reduced vowel. l 

In stressed syllables, the occurrence o~ /e/ and /0/ 

in ~ree variation is restricted to those words in section 3 

o~ the Comparative Distribution o~ /0/, (except ~or the 

word /bron/ 'burn'), e.g. /woe, wee/ 'worth,.2 This class 

o~ words apart, the two phonemes do not occur in ~ree variation 

in stressed syllables. Examples o~ minimal pairs distinguishing 

/0/ and /e/: 

'do' /do/ I /de(r)/ 'door; dare' 
, jut' /d3ot/ 1= /d3et/ t jerk' 

'shut' /Sot/ I /Set/ 'shirt' 
'hut' /ot/ J /et/ 'hurt' 

(stressed) 'but' /bot/ 1= /bet/ 'Berta 
'it's cut' /SkOt/ J /sket/ 'skirt' 

'buck' /bok/ J 
'duck' /dok/ I 

/bek/ '~ool' 
/dek/ '~ = spindle used by boys 

for throwing, or as a dagger' 

'tuck' /tok/ 1= /tek/ 'Turk' 
etc. 

Vfuen a word is not strongly stressed within an utterance, /e/ 

occasionally appears ~or a more usual /0/: /d3est/ 'just'; 

/'dessi:/ 'does (thou) see?'; /ste~ 'stOOd'; /'teo9(r)/ 

'tother = other'; etc. 

To some extent, /e/ and /e:/ are in ~ree variation. 

Two distinct cases are involved: 1) in some stressed syllables 

before historical /r/ (word-~inal, or ~ollowed by a vowel), 

e.g. /sle(r), sle:(r)/ 'slide'; 2) in words having an -er(s), 

1. Cf. sections 5.3.4.1. and 5.3.2.1. respectively. 
2. C~. section 5.3.5.3. 
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relatively unstressed ending, e.g. /Iwanorez, Iwanore:(r)z/ 

'Wanderers,.l Since the dirrerence between /e/ and /e:/ 

in stressed syllables is often purely one or length, the 

occurrence or haIr-length variants causes problems ror the 

phonemicist. To which phoneme should he assign a variant 

such as the one in [Sre'J] 'share'? The existence or both 

short and long variants in other occurrences or the same 

word makes it clear that either phoneme may be used, but the 

intermediate case remains indeterminate. The number or 

minimal pairs dirrerentiating /e/ rrom /e:/ is not great, but 

there are at least some: 2 

'Billy' /'belt/ ~ /'be:(r)lt/ 'barely' 
'spirit' I'sperttl p I'spe:rttl 'spare it' 
'rurry' /'fert/ ~ /'fe:rtl 'fairy' 
'hurry' I'ertl ~ I'e:rt/ 'hairy' 
'worry' /Iwert/ f I'we:rtl 'wary' 
'worried' I'werttl P I'we:rttl 'wear it' 

'curry; Curry' /'kert/ P /'ke:rt/ 'Carey' 
'her, she' le(r)/ p /e:(r)/ 'air; hair; hare' 
'dare he?' Iidertl ~ I'de:rt/ 'dairy' 
'Murray' II mert/ f lime: rt/ 'Mary' 

lei may occur before Irl, and to a lesser extent /1/, 

in words which on other occasions sometimes have variants more 

obviously belonging to the lei phoneme, e.g. /'d3ert l 'jerry', . 
which also occurs with [e], [c] and [3]. It is impossible to 

draw a clear line between variants or /el and lei in the 

environments specified. Derinite instances or /el are to 

1. cr. further section 5.2.8.1. 
2. Cf. O'Connor (1973: 154): "So /9/ must be considered to be a 

separate phoneme in RP, though in many other accents, e.g. 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, American, this is not so." /e/ contrast: 
with 101 and with le:l, and is accounted a separate phoneme in 
this analysis. 



be found in /'stere,latz~ 'sterilised' and /'berel/ 'Beryl,.l 

/e/ also overlaps somewhat with /tl before Ill, 

especially if there is a preceding bilabial. 

/'be1,,/ 'Billy'; /'we1fr1.d/ 'Wilfrid'; 
l'pe1ktz/ 'Pilky's = Pilkington's'; 
/13Ytbe1dtn/ 'out-building'; etc. 2 

Examples: 

/e/ before /r/ in the following words is relatively 

clear-cut - variants nearer to 11./ are not usual, except in 

modified speech: 

/'mer1.d31 'mirage'; 
I'sterep/ 'stirrup'; 
/'skwerel/ 'squirrel'; 

/'spertt/ 'spirit'; 
l' mer1.k1/ 'miracle'; 

Ide I rckge( r)/ 
'director' • 

/e/ and /0/ are both sometimes used between consonants 

which can also occur as consonant clusters: 

/'takele(r)/ 'tackler'; I'fckeltt/ 'fettle it, 
mend it'; /'d3Cnkeltl 'gently'; /'le:berez/ 
'labourers'; etc.3 

A trace of [e] occasionally appears in consonant clusters at 

moments of ereat emphasis: 

[be'lodt] 'bloody'; [lp,e'Je:te~] 'potatoes'. 

5.3.6.2. Variants: 

During the course of transcription, very many variants 

were noted which are now brought together under lei: [re, re, 

1. Cf. sections 5.3.2.1, 5.3.2.2(11) and (iii), and subsection 5 
of the Comparative Distribution. 

2. Cf. sections 5.3.1.1, 5.3.l.2(vii), 5.3.6.3, subsection 3(b). 
3. Cf. sections 5.3.5.1, 5.3.5.3, subsection 17. 



/e/ represents all of these; phonetically, [e] represents 

the common variants in the area [e', ~', 3', ~t.]. Not 

unexpectedly, a discrete set of restrictions cannot be 

given for each variant which would serve to distinguish it 

from every other variant: rather, there is considerable 

overlap amongst these variants in respect of their distri-

but ion. They are therefore rearranged here under several 
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more general heads in order to present the major discernible 

tendencies. 

(i) Variants towards [ee]: [ee] , [00] , [~] , [~] 
These occur in stressed syllables, and are 
often preceded by a bilabial. Examples: 
[p'ee] 'pair'; [\\test] 'worst'; [~k] 'work'; 

4-

[1xeJ] 'bear'; [bcet2] 'Bert'; ['stool1.n] 
'staring'; [SmJ] 'share', etc. Occasionally, 

4-

such variants may occur in a relatively 
unstressed syllable, especially after a 
geminate. 

(ii) Variants towards [~]: [~],[~],[~],[~],[i'] 

(iii) 

These occur in stressed syllables. Examples: 
[~] 'she'; [j,.6] 'year'; ['d~t2t'1.] 'dirty'; 

['w~~k'1.n] 'working'; [sk~t2s] 'skirts'; 
['p'~2tS1.~] 'perches'; [st~] 'stir'; [M] 

'2 , door' ; [ d,6] t dare' ; [2~ J ,] 'hurt'; 

[S~c£2s] 'shirts'; etc. Occasionally, such 
variants may occur in relatively unstressed 
syllables, especially after a geminate, e.g. 
[stre: J t;2 wJ'~k~2th] 'start work at'. 

Variants towards eel: [e],[~(],[3,],[3],[~']'[~]' and 
in unstressed syllables-only [e]·and (rare) [G .. 



1) 

2) 

3.31. 

These occur in: 

stressed syllables: [S~'f2s] 'shirts'; 

[Ie~'&t'~:n] 'thirteen'; [3 'it' ] 'hurt'; 
[d~'y'] 'dirt'; [j3t2] 'hear the'; etc. 
unstressed syllables: ['dtn8] 'dinner" + , 

[IS~~P2S~'] 'Shropshire'; [Imose~'~t'] 
'mustard'; [oot2] 'but' (unstressed); 
[lbaJgJ 'Barrow'; etc. 

(iv) Variants between /e/ and /0/: [~'],[~(], etc. l 

These occur in relatively unstressed syllables 
and words which are relatively unstressed 
within the utterance. They may also be 
encountered in stressed syllables where 

/e/ and /0/ are in free variation. 2 

Examples: [1\nsg,d~ntJ 'incident'; ['n~ksd~J 

'next door'; [t'T'n] 'ton'; [t'\i'n] 'ton'; 
[~'d1] 'would'; [lp'~~st~Cnz] 'Preston's'; 
[~e] 'worth'; etc. Variants such as these 
are common in modiried speech. 

The exact phonetic quality of word-final /e/ can some

times be dirficult to ascertain, espeCially at the end or an 

utterance when the voice is raIling or ir a tape is or poor 

quality. Vfuilst this observation applies, or course, to the 

degree or rounding and tension, it also applies very much to 

the question or /r/-colpuring. All shades or rinal /r/ are 

met with from a rull /r/ to no /r/ at all. In contexts such 

as those just mentioned, it is sometimes impossible to decide 

whether or not there is /r/-colouring. 

1. Cf. section 5.3.5.2(ii). 
2. cr. Description above~ 
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5.3.6.3. Comparative Distribution~ 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /3:/: 

(a) Also long in the dialect: /ste(r)/ 
/sle(r}/ 'slur, slide'; etc. 

'stir', 

(b) Almost always short in the dialect: 
/'wekk\n/ 'working'; /wek/ 'work' (also 
/re:/ when a noun); /e(r)/ 'she, her' 
(stressed); /je(r)/ 'year' (also with 
Ire:, a, e:/); /bek'ncq/ 'Birkenhead'; 
/'setttnl\/ 'certainly'; /'sekkl/ 'circle'; 
/Itetkt, 'tekkt/ 'turkey'; /e'ke(r)/ 'occur'; 
/'peppes/ 'purpose'; /'dessent/ 'daren't' 
(also with /0, a, re:, e:/); /we(r)/ 'were' 
(stressed); /Iwetnt/ 'weren't thou?'; 
/et/ 'hurt'; /be9/ 'birth'; /'gettt/ 
'thirty'; /get'ti:n/ 'thirteen'; /'dettt/ 
'dirty'; /'gestt/ 'thirsty'; etc. 

(c) More often with /0/ traditionally: /ncs/ 
'nurse'; etc. l 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /eG/: 

Before /r/, or historical /r/: /de(r)/ 
'dare'; /'berln/ 'bearing'; /pe(r)/ 'pair'; 
/Se(r)/ 'share'; /'skertn/ 'scaring'; 
/'stertn/ 'staring'; etc. These words also 
have /e:/ and ~ and scare also have /re:/. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /I/: 

(a) Before /r/: /l mertd3/ 'mirage'; /'spertt/ 
'spirit'; /'sterep/ 'stirrup'; /'mertkl/ 
'miracle'; /'skwerel/ 'squirrel'. 

1. See the words given in section 3 of section 5.3.5.3. 
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(b) Before /1/: /Ibelt/ 'Billy'; /Iwelfr\d/ 
'Wilfrid'; /'pelk\z/ 'Pilky's = Pilkington's' 
/' 3y tbeldtn/ 'out-building'; etc. Also with 
/\/ in the dialect. 

(c) Unstressed: /'aksedent/ 'accident'; 
/'\nsedont/ 'incident'; etc. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /A/: 

Before /r/: /'ert/ 'hurry'; /,£n ' ker\d3/ 
'encourage'; /'ker\/ 'Curry; curry'; 
/1gere/ 'thorough'; /'wer\/ 'worry'; etc. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP lei: 

Before /r/: /'sterella\z~ 'sterilised'; 
/Iberel/ 'Beryl'; /1d3ere~ 'Gerrard'; and 
optionally in many other words before /r/. 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /au/ (relatively 
unstressed): 

/Ijare/ 'ear-hole'; /'d£pe/ 'depot'; 
/elt£l/ 'hotel'; /'p\le/ 'pillow'; /'roskez/ 
'Roscoe's'; /Im£de/ 'meadow'; /Ipjane/ 
'piano'; /te'me:tez/ 'tomatoes'; /'fale/ 
'fellow'; /'fole/ 'follow'; /'Sala/ 'shallow 
/'wtle/ 'willow'; /'m\nez/ 'minnows'; 
/'wtndez/ 'windows'; /ne'v£mbe(r)/ 'November' 
/Iw£sket/ 'waistcoat'; etc. All words ending 
in /au/ in RP when the syllable is not carryi~ 
the main word stress end in /e/ in the dialect. 
All these words may also have /0/. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /ju/ (unstressed): 

/,r£ge'le:Senz/ 'regulations'; /'s£le,lotd/ 
'celluloid'; /'d£pettz/ 'deputies'; 
/Iambelens/ 'ambulance'; etc. /0/ is also 
possible in these words. 
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Section 8. Corresponding to RP /I8/: 

/kwe(r)/ 'queer' (also with /e:/); /je(r)/ 
'year' (also with Ie:, a, re:/; /je(r)/ 
'hear; ear' (also with fa, re:, c, c:, e:/). 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /u:/ (relatively 
weakly stressed): 

/d3e'la~/ 'July'; /'~~8ttSen/ '~ortune'; 

/'statSe/ 'statue'; /'t~SSe/ 'tissue'; etc. 
/0/ is also possible in these words. 

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /U8/ (unstressed): 

/'v~3~e,la\z/ 'visualise'; /\'vcntSel\/ 
'eventuallY'; /lapetSe/ 'aperture'; etc. 
/0/ is also possible in these words. 

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

(a) Also with /Y8/, except corridor: /de(r)/ 
'door'; /'de(r)ne:l/ 'door-nail'; 
/'de(r)~b/ 'door-knob'; /\n'de(r)z/ 
'indoors'; /'ncksde(r)/ 'next door'; 
/'kor\de(r)/ 'corridor'. 

(b) Place-names and personal names ending in 
-shaw: /'bradSe/ 'Bradshaw'; /'alSe/ 
'Halshaw'; etc. 

(c) Place-names and personal names ending in 
-B1l: /'rosel/ 'Rossall'; /Inote/ 
'Nuttall'; etc. 

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /8/: 

/'prcmetSe/ 'premature'; /'brooe(r)/ 
'brother'; /e'la~v/ 'alive'; and very 
many others. /0/ may also be used in 
the dialect. 



Section 13. Corresponding to RP lui: 
/'lertz/ 'lorries'. 

Section 14. Corresponding to RP lui: 

335. 

I'blemtn/ 'blooming' (also with /0/); 
/'weste(r)/ 'Worcester, Worcester apple'; 
l'westeSe/ 'Vorcestershire'; /'westt~ 

'worsted'. 

Section 15. Corresponding to RP /i:f/: 

/lank~tSe/ 'handkerchief'. 

Section 16. Corresponding to RP /jG/: 

/'koler~1 'colliery'. 

Section 17. Corresponding to RP IWI/: 

/'o:lez/ 'always' (also with /0/). 

Section 18. Corresponding to RP consonant clusters: 

/'d3Cnkelt/ 'gently'; /'fckel~tl 'fettle 
it, mend it'; /Ile:berez/ 'labourers'; 

/Itakele(r)/ 'tackler'; etc. Consonant 
clusters without an intervening lei or 101 
are also found. l 

Section 19. Corresponding to RP /eI/: 

/'kro:Sel 'crochet'; I'fot(j)e(r)/ 'foyer'. 

Section 20. Corresponding to RP la:l: 
/kle~ 'clerk'. 

1. Cf. section 5.3.5, Description and Comparative Distribution, 
section 17. 



5.3.6.4. Modification: 

The very front, rounded, tense variants around [p] 

and Ere] are modified by some speakers who use a greater 

number of more centralised and less rounded variants. The 

modification of /e/ is seldom as consistent as that of some 

other sounds. Phonetically, some speakers hardly mOdify 

the sound at all. Variants overlapping with /e/ and /\/ 

sometimes give way to variants which more obviously belong 

to /c/ and /t/ respectively. 
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The use of short /e/ in stressed syllables before 

voiceless consonants tends to persist in modified speech. 

Sometimes /e:/ is substituted, but the substitution is erratic. 

Distributionally: 

Section lea) --> /e:/ or lei is retained 
(b) retains /e/ or --> /e:/. If 

the medial consonantal 
gemination in certainly, circle, 
turkey, purpose, thirty, thirteen 

dirty is lost, then --> /e:/; if 

it is retained, retain lei. 
/'wetnt/ --> /we:nt je/ 'weren't 

you' • 
(c) retains /e/ or --> /e:/ 

Section 2 retains /e/ or --> le:1 (or --> 
[c:, coe]).l 

Section 3(a) retains /e/ or --> It I 
(b) retains /e/ or --> /t/ 
(c) retains /e/ or --> /t/ 

1. Cf. section 5.2.8.4. 



Section 4 retains le/ 

Section 5 retains /e/ or --> le/ 

Section 6 retains /e/ or --> /0:/ 

Section 7 retains le/ or --> /jel or [jy,] 

Section 8 --> /ta/ 
year retains /e/ or --> /e:/ 

Section 9 retains le/ or --> /y:1 

Section 10 retains le/ or --> /Ye/ 

337· 

Section 11(a) --> /oe/ (Ie/ can be retained in £Qrridor) 

(b) retains lei or --> /0:/ 
(c) retains lei or --> /0:1 (+ /11 if required: 

Section 12 retains le/ 

Section 13 retains /e/ or --> /0/ 

Section 14 blooming retains le/ or --> /y:1 
Worcester, Worcestershire retain le/ or 
-> /0/ 
worsted retains /e/ 

Section 15 retains le/ or --> li:f/ 

Section 16 retains /e/ 

Section 17 retains /e/ or --> IWI/ 

Section 18 as in the dialect 

Section 19 retains /e/ 

Section 20 retains /e/ or --> /e:/ or --> /re:/ 
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5.4. DIPHTHONGSt 

There are eight diphthong phonemes in the dialect: 

O~ these, /oe/ and /oe/ are described as diphthong phonemes 

entering the system under the recession of post-vocalic /r/. 

It is conceivable that a phonemic inventory ~or an earlier 

stage o~ the dialect might dispense with loe/ and /oe/, but 

as /o:+rl and lo:+r/ are now unusual, it is necessary to 

include IOGI and /oel as additional identi~iable phonemes. l 

Both /3yl and Iyel have back variants «(3'~, ~'e] etc), as 

there are no contrasting phonemes moving to/~rom back 

positions. 2 /at/ is now ~irmly established in the dialect, 

but may have entered the system under the influence of varieties: 

of English closer to RP, and in this analysis subsumes a 

possible earlier la:1 phoneme. 3 Comparatively speaking, 

I~\I could probably be described as the most distinctive 

diphthong phoneme in the dialect: Iw~tl 'weigh' J Iwe:1 'way', 

etc. However, joel and loel also yield 'extra' distinctions 

~rom a comparative point of view. 

The diphthong phonemes are falling diphthongs, i.e. 

the first element is the more prominent by virtue of having 

greater length and greater stress. However, when rising 

variants, or variants with elements of approximately equal 

prominence occur, they will be mentioned under the appropriate 

phoneme. Just as vowels tend to be shorter before ~ortis 

1. C~. sections 5.4.6.1. and 5.4.7.1. 
2. Cf. sections 5.4.4.1 and 2, and 5.4.8.1 and 2. 
3. C~. section 5.4.2. 
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consonants, so too with diphthongs. This state of affairs 

accords with that in RP, and I have not felt it necessary 

to give short and long variants under each phoneme. 

Diphthongs not accorded phonemic status: 

Diphthongs are to be found in the transcriptions which 

have not been accorded phonemic status. Apart from those 

which are readily assignable to phonemes in the inventory, two 

classes of such diphthongs may be mentioned here: 

1) Diphthongal variants of relatively pure vowel 

phonemes. These are specified under the phoneme in question. 

It is conceded, however, that some analysts might prefer to 

phonemicise /\i/ rather than /i:/, for instance. The 

phonemicist's decision in such cases decides the number of 

long vowel and diphthong phonemes in the dialect. 

2) Diphthongs of low frequency of occurrence and/or 

highly restricted distribution. 

The second class will be discussed here. 

(i) [Y'\]'[~'\]' etc. This type of diphthong is encountered 

in free variation with vowel groups containi~ 
a [w]- glide in present participles: 
[bJ~'\n] 'brewing'; [d~'\n] 'doing'; 

+ 
[gY'~n] 'going'; etc. Vowel groups containi~ 
[w] are at least as likely to occur: 
['gl:i,w~n, 'gy'wtn], etc. 'going'; etc. 

In a word which is not a present participle, 
the vowel group is the more likely: 

['s~'W\t'] 'suet'. Phonemic solution: 
/n t/ or /Y: W\/. 



( ii) 

( iii) 
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[ 0' 1.], etc. Similarly, [o't]-type diphthongs may 
occur in present participles, e.g. [go'~nt'] 
'going to'. Again, however, a vowel group 
containing [w] is at least as likely, e.g. 
['gJo'owtn] 'growing'. There is one word 
which is nbt a present participle in which 
[0'1.] is sometimes used: [mo'tst] 'most' 
(more orten with /Y8/). Phonemic solution: 
/0: 1./ or /o:wt/. 

[e'8], etc. occur sometimes before /1/, especially (z]. 
Examples: [wp'az] 'world'; ['3'alt] 'early' 
['03'81\] 'early'; [g'o'8ZZ] 'girls';· [gtet8ZZ: 

& + 

'girls'; etc. A relatively pure long vowel, 
or vowel + sChwa-type off-glide, is also used 
In forms such as [t,~:an] 'turn', the 
schwa off-glide might possibly suggest a 
trace of diphthongisation reflecting historic~ 
post-vocalic /r/. However, there is no , 
evidence to suggest any /e'8/ J /e:/ contrast; 
[e'8] etc. are therefore accounted variants 

of/e:/. 

(iv) [cta] etc. and [re'8] etc. These two types may be treatec 
together~ since /c:/ and /re:/ often occur in 
the same words (/dc:n, dre:n/ 'down'; etc.). 
These diphthongs arise in contexts analogous 
to those for /08/ and loaf, i.e. when speakerf 
no longer pronounce historical post-vocalic 
/r/: e.g. [Ire'a, m'a, nc'a], etc. 'never'. 
Similarly: [re'8] 'our'; [C'8] 'ever'; 
[f~'a] 'flour', and Creta] 'hour'; etc. 
(Note also before /r/+ vowel: [nffi'aJ 3:nf2] 
'never earned'; ['f~c'aJt] 'floury'; etc.). 
Such forms might suggest the contrasts 
'our; hour' /re8/ J /re:/ 'ah' 
'never' /nre8/ J /nre:/ 'no; now' 
'never' /nca/ J /n£:/ 'now' 
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However, the diphthongisation is generally 
not so clear as in t~e case of /~/ and /o~/. 
Long pure vowels and relatively pure vowels, 
and long vowels with schwa off-glides occur 
more frequently. It therefore seems advisabl( 
to treat the long vowel variants as the norm, 
and to describe diphthongal variants such as 
(oo·e] as being in free variation therewith 
in the contexts indicatedin sections 5.2.4.2(: 
and (ii) and 5.2.5.2(v). An appropriate and 
economical phonemicisation for the system is 
then: 
/flc:(r), f1re:(r)/ 'flour; flower' 

/c:(r), re:(r)/ 'our; hour; ever' 
/nc:(r), nro:(r)/ 'never' 
etc. 

(v) (e·e], etc. This type of diphthongocc~rs most noticeal 
before [~], and sometimes also before /r/.l 
Due to the phonemic status of the centring 
diphthongs /t9, Y9, ~, oe/, it is relevant 

UNIVERSITY 
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to ask whether (e·9] ever contrasts with 
/e:/ when post-vocalic /r/ is not pronounced. : 
The number of word pairs in which a contrast 
/e9/ p /e:/ might be observed is highly 
restricted. In the words gayer, greyer, layeI 

payer, player, stayer and sprayer, which 
theoretically might contrast with ~, ~, 
etc., I tend to hear two syllables on those 
occasions when post-vocalic /r/ is not 
pronounced. Such forms can be phonemicised 
as vowel groups, sometimes with and sometimes 
without an appreCiable [j] glide, e.g. 
/'le:e(r)/ and /'le:je(r)/ 'layer'. 

1. Cf. sections 5.2.3.1. and 5.2.3.2(i). 
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5.4.1.1. Description: 

Fig. 15. - L€t! and variants 

In this diphthong the first element is not particularly 

long, and the prominence of the second element is only a little 

less than that of the first. Under appropriate conditions of 

stress and intonation, the two elements have approximately 

equal prominence. l The interrogative let/ 'I beg your pardon?' 

is a rising diphthong. The diphthong moves from a position 

around or a little to the centre of c[c] to a high front 

variety of [t). The allophone [ret] moves to approximately 

the same position from a slightly lower starting point [re, re]. 

The tongue is tense when this phoneme is pronounced. 

Within the word j€\/ tends to occur in stressed syllablef 

Cf., however, the well established import /lmy:stCtS/ 'moustache' 

1. The diphthong contrasts very much with dialect lat, ~\I in 
this respect. These latter diphthongs can have quite a prominE 
second element in towns not far from Bolton, but in our area 
they have a short second element of low, sometimes extremely 
low, prominence. 
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and the compounds: tea-break, overdrive, potash, etc. although 

/'pot8tS/ 'potash' perhaps hardly strikes the speaker as a 

compound. /8t/ may occur in open syllables: /p8t/ 'pea; 

Pee (= Peter)'; /8t/ 'hey; Hey; pardon?; high'; /k8t/ 'key'. 

/8t/ sometimes occurs directly before /r, 1/, especially 

if another syllable follows, e.g. /'b8tle(r)/ 'boiler', but 

often /je/ or /e/ intervenes between /8t/ and /r, 1/. Examples: 

/'ctje(r)n, '8te(r)n! 'iron'; /'8te,rtS/ 'Irish'; 
/'s8tjel,l s8tel/ 'soil'; ~tel/ 'oil; paraffin'; 

/'f81.je(r), 'f81.e(r)/ 'fire'; /st8tel/ 'steal'. 

Before [~], /0/ may be used in place of /e/. Raised 

forms of [j], [e] and [0] are often found in the transcriptions 

in such vowel-and-glide groups, e.g. ['ctje~] 'oil'. 

Comparatively, we may note that Hargreaves gave a 

diphthong aT before 1 for Adlington. Of the phonetic quality 

he observed: 
1 

"The r is high-front-narrow and is long." 

5.4.1.2. Variants: 

(i) [c\],[Et],[~t],[~\] These are all normal variants whici 
may occur in any position. However, in the 
most traditional speech there is a markeu 

tendency for only [re]-types to occur before 
/s/. Examples: [bJ8tk] 'break'; [p'~tz] 
'peas'; [Of'~·1.] 'dry'; [JE:t 2t'] 'right'; 

etc. 

(ii) [ret], [rot] These variants are strictly defined. They 

Examplef 

[flret S ~ 

occur only as allophones before /S/. 
[keenS] 'cash'; [lp'otretsJ 'potash'; 
'flash'; ['k~re\Stn] 'crashing'; etc. 

[8t]-types are also possible before lSI, 
although they are less frequent. 

1. Hargreaves (1904: 2). 
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5.4.1.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /et/: 

/C1./ 'hey; Hey'; /WCt/ 'weigh', /Ctt/ 'eight'; 
/brCtk/ 'break; brake'; /grctt/ 'great'; 
/tSC1.ndJ/ 'change'; /s9rctt/ 'straight'; 
/Ctt/ 'ate'. 
Note also: I'stCt ell ' stale = shaft, handle'. 1 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /at/: 

/Ct/ 'high'; /'ct{j)e{r)nf'iron'; 
/lctelr1.S/ 'Irish'; /be:1./ 'buy'; /Orct/ 
'dry'; /Orc1.v/ 'drive'; /Imctze{r)/ 
'miser'; /fCtt/ 'fight'; !Tct{j)e{r)/ 
'fire'; /'e:td1.nf 'hiding'; /ltSe:tne/ 'China: 
/rctt/ 'right' (more often with /i:/); 
/SC1.n/ 'shine'; /me:1.s/ 'mice'; /le:1.s/ 
'lice'. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP fOIl: 

/'e:t{j)el/ 'oil; paraffin'; /~e:1.el/ 'b6il'; 
/'be:t{e)le{r)/ 'boiler'; /dJCtn/ 'join'; 
/'dJe:tne{r)/ 'joiner'; /nc1.z/ 'noise'; 
/'pe:1.zn/ 'poison'; /'se:1.{j)el/ 'soil'; 
/bc1./ 'boy' (also with /01./); /' mc1.ber/ 
'moider,;2 /Ipctznes/ 'poisonous'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /i:/: 

/we:tv/ 'weave'; /Igrctnc:s/ 'greenhouse' 
(also with Ie:, i:/); /be:tnz/ 'beans'; 
/'we:1.ve{r)/ 'weaver'; /kC1./ 'key'; /spe:"k/ 
'speak'; /C1.t/ 'eat'; /rc1.tS/ 'reaCh'; 

1. In those varieties of English in which the word is still 
known, [e:J or [eOtJ is a customary pronunCiation, cf. Geddie 
(1970: 1074). 

2. moider is classed as a dialect word - cf. e.g. Geddie (1970: 
685). In modified speech, /'me:1.be{r)/ --> /Imatoe{r)/. 



/ne:1.d/ 'knead'; /blE:1.tS/ 'bleach'; /PE:1./ 
'pea; Pee'; /tE:1.tS/ 'teach'; /mE:1.t/ 
'meat, food'; /prE:1.tS/ 'preach'; /'stE:1.el/ 
'steal'; /lc1.n/ 'lean'; /skwE:1.z/ 'squeeze'. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP lei: 

/' E:1. V1./ 'heavy'; 
/9rE:1.d/ 'tread'; 
t fresh' • 

/'E:1.V1.n! 'heaving'; 
/rE:1.tS/ 'retCh'; /frE:1.S/ 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /re/ before lSi: 
/kE:1.S/ 'caSh'; /E:1.S/ 'aSh'; /gE:1.S/ 'gash'; 
IsplE:1.S/ 'splash'; /flc1.S/ 'flash'; /lE:1.S/ 
'lash'; etc. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP lu/ before /S/ and 
after Iw/: 

/WE:tS/ 'wash'; /skwE:tSI'squash'. 

Section 8. Miscellaneous occurrences of /ct/ in words 
which usually contain a different phoneme: 

/lE:tv/ 'leave' usually with /E:/ 
/nE:1.t/ 'night' usually with /i:/ 
/skrE:1.k/ 'skrike' usually with /at/ 
/'nE:tl1./ 'nearly' usually with /1.e/ 
/'vE:tn1./ 'very near, almost' usually with /re:/ 
/SC1.v/ 'shave = slice (n.)' usually with /e:/ 

Section 9. Corresponding to RP la:/: 

/lmY:stE:1.S/ 'moustache'. 
(Note that the accentuation is other than 

in RP). 
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5.4.1.5. Modification: 

All the words in the Co~arative Distribution contain 

the straightforward NS equivalent of the RP vowel or diphthong 

in modified speech except the following words from section 11 

which retain /c\/ even with many highly educated speakers: 

hey, weigh, eight, straieht. /c\/ therefore persists in 

the modified system - /wc\/ 'weigh' ~ /we:/ 'way'; /C\/ 

'hey; pardon?; Hey' ~ /e:/ 'hay; oh'; /C\t/ 'eight' ~ /e:t/ 

'ate; hate' - but carries a highly reduced functional load. 

The phonetic quality is as in the dialect. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 --> /e:/ except in hey, weigh, 
eight and straight, which retain /cj 

Section 2 --> /a\/ 

Section 3 --> /0\/, except that /'mc\oe(r)/ 
--> /Ima\oe(r)/ 

Section 4 --> /i:/, and /\G/ in steal 

Section 5 --> /€/ 

Section 6 --> /a/ 

Section 7 --> /0/ 

Section 8 These words are dealt with under 
their more customary phonemes 

Section 9 --> /a/ 

~ 
(subsuming a possible relic /n:/) 

Although /a\/ is now well established in the dialect, 

it has probably been introduced into the system under the 

influence of varieties of English which are closer to SE: /a\/ 
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has only RP /aI/ forms as its comparative reflexes,l although 

the reverse does not obtain,2 and it alternates with what 

may well be the remnants of an /a:/ phoneme. There are 

several possibilities for the phonemicisation of variants 

such as [a:] in words such as [la:f] 'life': 

1) An /a:/ phoneme might be entered into the inventory 

of phonemes, but: 

(i) it only occurs in free variation with 
/al/,3 and none of my informants uses 

it to the exclusion of /al/. 

(ii) variants of /al/ shade quite imperceptibl 
into monophthongs and back variants. 

(iii) it is not kept entirely distinct from 
/00:/,4 although it unquestionably tends 
to be more backed. 

2) [a:] etc. might be viewed as variants of /al/, 

especially the [a·~]-types, since diphthongal variants shade 

imperceptibly into monophthongal ones,5 and since they are 

further in free variation. Also, none of my informants uses 

[a:]-types exclusively. 

3) [a:] etc. might be viewed as variants of /re:/, 

since there is some phonetic similarity, and since the variants 

of /re:/ are not kept wholly separate from [a:] etc. The 

tendency, however, is for variants of /00:/ to be front, except 

1. An inspection of the Comparative Distribution of other vowel 
and diphthong phonemes will reveal that such a restricted 
comparative distribution is unusual. 

2. Which is precisely as one would expect, if fall has been 
introduced into the system more recently. 

3. Unless the back variants of /re:/ were assigned to /a:/. 
But since back variants of /re:/ are in free variation with 
front ones, it seems undesirable to do this. 

4. [~:], for example, occurs in both cases, ioe. as a variant 
of both /re:/ and possible /a:/. 

5. See the Description and the Variants below. 



before If, s, e/, and even then they can also be front, 

whereas monophthongal variants in free variation with /at/ 

are never more front than [~:]. Theoretically, there are 

contrasts between /re:/ and possible /n:/: 

'shout' /Sre:t/ p /Sa:t/ 'shite' 
'half' /re:v/ f /a:v/ 'hive' 
'frown' /f~:n/ ~ /frn:~ 'frying' 
'charm' /tSre:m/l f /tSn:m/ 'chime' 
'town' /UB:n/ J /tn:n/ 'Tyne' 

2 etc. 
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Of these three possibilities for phonemicisation, 3) 

seems to be rather implausible, 1) is somewhat uneconomical, 

and would not clearly separate /a:/ from /at/; 2) is the most 

accommodating solution. I have therefore treated en:] etc.3 

as variants of /a\/ in this analysis. The lack of prominence 

of the second element of /at/ facilitates this solution. 

It is interesting to observe in this context that Lodge 

has noted two front /a:/ phonemes for Stockport: one (phonetic 

realisation (g:]) corresponding to RP /0:/, the other (phonetic 

realisation [a:]) corresponding to RP /a\/.4 Although the 

Farnworth dialect displays a more backed form in correspondence 

with RP /at/, the situation is in fact similar. Lodge reported 

that the two phonemes were not kept strictly apart in the 

Stockport dialect. He noted that there was a modification 

1. Phonemicised for a speaker not using post-vocalic /r/. 
2. There are many pairs if /r/ is not pronounced after /re:/. 

However, a speaker who regularly used /0:/ in the second word 
of each pair would probably (although not certainly) use post
vocalic /r/ after lre:/ too. Also, the tendency of the first 
word of each pair (in those cases where there is no post-vocal 
/r/) to be increasingly pronounced with /f'.:/ is a disambiguat1: 
factor. 

3. I.e. when in free variation with [a"l] etc. 
4. Lodge (1966: 26-8). 
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~or each phoneme under the in~luence o~ SE, and that the 

modi~ied rorms were not confused. I doubt, however, if we 

can draw any certain conclusions about the internal structure 

o~ the residual system simply on the strength of these 

modi~ied rorms which are, by de~inition, part of a dif~erent 

system. 

Lodge was no doubt correct when he observed that the 

two Stockport /a:/ phonemes were a pressure point within the 

system and that a change would probably take place even without 

the influence or RP.l In the dialect or Farnworth and district 

we find that hypothetical /a:/ is going over to /a\/; that 

a large number of /re:/ words in which /re:/ is not ~ollowed by 
i 

/r/ are going over to /~:/ (which under more extreme modificatio 

yields to /3Y/); and that a ~ew more modified speakers are 

using more backed variants or Ire:!, which is increasingly 

possible as the presumed /a:/ rades. 

5.4.2.1. Description: 

Fig. 16. - latl and variants 

1. Lodge (1966: 28). 
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A very large number of phones from the transcription 

are ordered here under lall. The arrows in Fig. 16 indicate 

the major trends, but almost any combination moving from the 

lower shaded area to the upper one is conceivable. 

lall is a falling diphthong. The first element is 

the longer, and is decidedly more prominent than the second: 

indeed, the second element is raised in the transcriptions on 

quite a number of occasions, e.g. [~,~]. 

The back variants such as [a'e], [a'e] and [u'e] may 
+ 

well be forms of an original la:l, or alternatively may be 

viewed as variants of latl. Variants with a back starting 

position usually move only about as far as [e]. There are 

also variants from front positions to [e], especially starting 

from [a]. A second element around [e] is typical before /1/. 

Variants with front starting positions ([a, a, ~]) 

are numerically the more common; although some speakers use a 

good many back variants, others hardly ever use anything 

starting further back than [~]. 

Although the diphthong moves generally in the direction 

of [l], it does not always quite reach this point. l The 

variant [a'~] is very common. Only the variant [al] with a 
. 2 

short first element moves to a relatively high front position. 

Occasionally, a slightly higher starting position [~], 

or even [re] (extremely rare), is encountered. [re] particularly 

is not common, which thing is perhaps not surprising since the 

1. As also with variants of lot/, cf. sections 5.4.3.1. and 
5.4.3.2. 

2. See the Variants, section (i), and the Modification below. 
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dialect has a phoneme /et/ with an allophone [ret].l 

The rounded variants in section (ix) of the Variants 

below may reflect a previous /~t/ in certain words. In 

others, the phonetic environment may well be responsible for 

the rounding. 

Within the word, /at/ may occur in syllables which are 

relatively weakly stressed, e.g. /,pat(j)e'nte(r)/ 'pioneer', 

and in open syllables, e.g. /rt'plat/ 'reply', as well as in 

stressed and closed syllables. /at/ with many traditional 

speakers does not occur in the environment /v - 1/ where /~t/ 

is used. 2 

The phoneme often occurs in present participles simply 

followed by /n/: [flaOtn] 'flying'; [~:n] 'having'; [~:n] 

'eyeing'; [9,,~o~nf2] 'trying to'; etc. Vowel groups containir: 

a [j] element are equally possible: ['fl-afhjtn] 'flying'; etc. 

[j] 1s also common after /at/ before lei, e.g. ['latje] 'liar'. 

5.4.2.2. Variants: 

It has already been observed in the Description that 

the number of the variants of this phoneme is large. 

whole, the variants do not appear to be environmentally 

conditioned to any great extent apart from [at]. 

On the 

( 1) [at] short first element, fairly high front second 
element. Occurs before [j]: ['k'watj8t21t] 
'quietly' ; [ I dat je Ilek2t'] 'dialect'; 

~ 

1. Cf. sections 5.4.1.1. and 5.4.1.2(i1) 
2. Cf. section 5.4.3.3. , subsection 2. 



['J1.'tca1.j~c12] 'retired'; [p'a1.jon] 
'pie on'; etc. 
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(ii) [a·1.], etc: Falling diphthongs with front starting 

positions, used by some speakers more than 
others, and gaining ground fast, as such 
variants are preferred by modified speakers. 
[a''L] may now be considered to be firmly 
established in the dialect as an optional 
variant. Examples: [wa''L 2t'] 'white'; -

( iii) 

[na·1.n] 'nine'; [sa·1.d] 'side'; etc. 

[~''L]'[~'t],[~'e]: Diphthongs with a backed front 
starting position. These are the most commor. 
in the dialect. Examples: [st~·~~] 'stile'; 
[tca':tm] 'time'; [fg.'~n] 'fine'; [tCW~:~s]' 

'twice'; [lsm~·1.I~n] 'smiling'; etc. 

(iv) Variants with [~] as second element: These usually hav~ 
I 

a backed first element, and are common before 
/1/. Examples: [a'~~] 'I'll'; [stg'e~] 

'stile' • (k' a' em] 'climb" [waf e~] 'while,·1 , +t-_ , _ , 

[ja'e] 'tleh = yes (contradictory)'; [ma'~-J::] 
+ 

'mile'; [k'a'end] 'kind'; etc. After a lon~ 
back vowel, a schwa off-glide is quite 
frequent: [1.n's<;;:ed], inside'; [n~:en] 
'nine'; [Ifa:~ve] 'fiver'; etc. These'are 

+ 
not always easy to distinguish from diphthong 
variants. Before [-J::], the off-glide may have 
an [o]-quality, e.g. [st~:°-J::] 'style'. 

(v) Variants with a centralised first element: These do not 
appear to be environmentally conditioned. 
Examples: [kca'end] 'kind'; [ii'e-J::] 'IIIl'; 
[t'a'em] 'time'; etc. 
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(vi) Nasalised variants: The more front variants are 

particularly prone to a slight to moderate 
nasalisation with some speakers, even when 
the phonetic environment does not contain a 
nasal. Examples: [wa·~~t') 'white'; 

[sl-a-ts] 'slice'; [J~-et] 'right'; [s~:n] 
, sign'; etc. 

(vii) 

(viii) 

Diphthongs with a back starting position: [a-e),[a-e] 
+ 

[a-e], etc. Used frequently by some speakers 
and hardly at all by others. How far such 
forms are variants of /at/, or how far varian 
of an original /a:/, is a moot point. As in 
the case of the long vowels in section (Viii) 
these variants seem to occur more frequently' 
in certain very common words. 
[J ~r ~ t ] , r i gh t ' ; [ j <f e ) , z.i.gh 

dictory), ; [k'a-end] 'kind'; 

'climb'; [ma - e] 'my'; etc. 

Examples: 
= yes (contra": 
[kJ.a-em] 

+ + 

[a:],[a:],[a:]: 
- + 

Long vowel variants: Of these forms, 
is perhaps the most common. The very [~: ] 

back forms are not used by some speakers, and 
hardly by some others. These forms appear to 
be most often met with in common words, which 
is perhaps understandable in forms which are 
on the decline. Examples: [la:i2] 'like'; 

[s~:d] 'side'; [m~:] 'my'; [a:m]' 'I'm'; 
[la:f] 'life'; [a-s] 'ice'; [peg:] 'pie'; 
[tCa:m] 'time'; etc.' There is no long 

+ 
centralised variant [a:] of the phoneme /at/. 
If there were, confusion with /re:/ would be 
rife, especially for a speaker who had lost, 

or partially lost, historical post-vocalic 

/r/. 

The question of off-glides is discussed in section (iv) above. 
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(ix) Rounded variants: [~,~], etc. As mentioned in the 

Description; these variants may in some 
cases reflect earlier /~t/ forms, for in 
some of the following examples rounding 
cannot readily be attributed to the phonetic 
environment; in other cases, the environmeni 
is a decidedly possible influence: [~':v] 

'I've'; [k'Wg"tGtl, k'Va"tGt'] 'quiet'; 
[rna" :t'i-] 'mile'; [1):]' I' ; [ma' • e] 'my'; 
[k'W~" ttl 'quite'; ['t'~ntGll~J'1.z] 
'tantalize'· nfa"tGd] 'fired'·· [la)'Gk2 , L _ , _ , 

(x) [a':t], etc. 
.&. 

l~":t'~] 'like'; [m~"~nd] 'mind'; [~":t] 

'I'; [tl~"'Lmz] 'times'; [JU1 'tGz] 'rise'; 
[sg"~d2] 'side'; [n~"~s] 'nice'. 

Variants with a raised front first element~ 
i 

These are infrequent, and appear not to be 
environmentally conditioned: [a'~, a'G, a:] 

~ ~ ~ 

'aye'; [~':t'z] 'eyes' (modified form); 
[la'tl22] 'like'; etc. 

~ 

5.4.2.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Dialect /at/ corresponds only to RP /aI/. 
/latk/ 'like'; /satd/ 'side'; 
'white'; and very many more. 

5.4.2.4. Modification: 

Examples: 

/watt/ 

In modified speech there is a sharp decrease in the 

number of back variants. The general movement seems to be 

towards [aft] as the main variant, and there is also an increasE 

in the number of [at] forms - particularly, it would appear, 

before /t/: [wih2tl] 'white'; [t 1 at 2t l ] 'tight'; etc. Nasalif 
oJ '"" 

variants also seem to feature more strongly in modified speech. 
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5.4.3.1. Description: 

Fig. 17. - loti and variants 

/ot/ is a ~alling diphthong, the ~irst element being 

noticeably longer and more heavily stressed than the second. 

It moves from a starting point on or above C[o], and often a 

little to the centre of these positions, towards [t], although 

the second element is more often eel, [~] or [~]. Except 

be~ore /j/, I have noted only one case of a short first element 

followed by a relatively high front [t] o~ equal or nearly 

equal prominence, although just such an /Ot/ diphthong can be 

heard more regularly in some surrounding Lancashire towns. 

/ot/ occurs in both stressed and relatively weakly 

stressed syllables. Examples: 

/dt'serot/ 'destroy'; /tOt/ 'toy'; /'votltn/ 
'violin ' ; /'s~le,lotd/ 'celluloid'; etc. 

/ot/ occurs in present participles where historical /1/ has 

been lost after /0:/: /fotn/ 'falling'; /kotn/ 'calling'. 
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lOll may be replaced by /08/ before /1/, e.g. 

/0:/ occasionally appears for /Ol/,l 

in an apparently unsystematic way, except before /1/ in a 

word such as /'to:let/ 'toilet', where this development occurs 

more often. \:'hen a long vowel is used, off-glides or traces 

of a diphthongal second element may sometimes be discerned. 

Examples: 

[p'5: t nt] 'point'; [ltSO::t SlZ ] 'choices'; 
[lcnld30:~lmcni2] 'enjoyment'; [bo: 8xd] 
'boiled' • 

/j/ often occurs between /ot/ and lei: /Irotjel/ 

'royal'; /'lolje(r)/ 'lawyer'; etc. 

5.4.3.2. Variants: 

Overlap with /08/ and /0:/ has been mentioned in the 

Description above. There is a tendency for the longer [0:]-

type variants to occur before /1/, although there are not 

particularly many words in the dialect in which /ot/ is 

directly followed by /1/. Before /j/, the first element of 

the diphthong tends to be shortened, e.g. [IJotjex] 'royal', 

when followed by /el/ - but there are few examples of this 

phenomenon in residual speech, as the common words oil, soil, 

spoil and £2i1 all have /Cl/. In section 2 of the Comparative 

Distribution, loti before medial /1/ is represented by normal 

[o't]-type variants. 

The remaining variants are not conditioned by the 

immediate phonetic enviroThTIent. First elements or starting 

1. As also for /08/, cf. section 5.2.6.1. 
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positions are [0, 0, y, 2] and appear in any combination with 

the second elements [e, ~, ~, \]. Examples: 

[f~·\n] 'falling'; [d\'Se~o'~d] 'destroyed'; 
['s€:le,ly'\d] 'celluloid'; [b5'~] 'boy'; etc. 

5.4.3.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /01/: 

/d\'s9ro\d/ 'destroyed'; /bot/ 'boy' (also 
with /€:t/); /'s€:le,lot~ 'celluloid'; /tOt l 

'toy'; etc. etc. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /aIe/: 

/'votlet/ 'violet'; /'votltn/ 'violin'; 
/'votl(e)n(t)s/ 'violence'; and sometimes 
one hears /kwote(r)/ 'choir'. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /wa:/ in words of 
French origin: 

/'r€:ze,vot/ 'reservoir'; /o:re'vot/ 
'au revoir' (brought back from France by 

soldiers in first war); note also 
/e'vot,d3Y: 'pot/ 'avoir du pois'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

(a) /'lotje(r)/ 'la\vyer'. 

(b) The remainder are possible forms in the 
dialect, but they are used inconsistently. 

They may all be replaced by joel, and 
occasionally /0:/: /kotn/ 'corn'; /otn/ 
'horn'; /o\s/ 'horse'; /d30td3/ 'George'; 
/'motntn/ 'morning'. 
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5.4.3.4. Modification: 

I~tl either remains the same phonetically in modified 

speech, or has a lowered and somewhat unrounded rirst element, 

i.e. Eve], usually slightly centralised, e.g. [p'~"~nf2] 

'point'. In more educated speech, however, a modlrication 

to a closer first element around [o't] is sometimes heard. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains I~\I 

Section 2 --> latel 
Section 3 tends to retain I~tl 

Section 4(a) retains loti 
(b) --> I~el (or sometimes I~:/) 

5.4.4.1. Descrintion: 

Fig. 18. - !3Y! and variants (simplified) 
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/3Y/ is a raIling diphthong, although variants with 

approximately equal elements are also encountered, especially 

when the diphthong has a central starting position, and a 

relatively high rront second element. l The diphthong most 

rrequently has a starting position around [c) or [3]. The 

shaded 'area extending rrom [8], and slightly lowered varieties 

thereof, to a point somewhat to the back of [e) and [e) indicat 

the approximate range of starting positions. The choice of 

[Y] as the second element in the phoneme symbol /3Y/ is dictate 

by the fact that the diphthong moves to or towards [¥'] in a 

majority of cases. The question of the least restricted 

variant does not really arise, as the diphthong moves to or 

towards [~], [~] and [0], perhaps with a degree of unrounding, 
+ 

in any environment, just as it moves towards a front second 

element in any environment. Vllien one speaker seems to use 

a preponderance of rront or back variants, this is, as far 

as I am able to ascertain, a matter of idiolectal preference. 

Indeed, it is not at all unusual to find a speaker who - in 

some common word such as /t3Yd/ 'told' - pronounces the same 

word with both back and front variants time and time again. 

My impression is that all speakers use both varieties, even if 

they have a prererence for one or the other, and that the front 

Varieties are the more common. In some modified accents, 

however, a greater number of back variants may possibly be 

found. 

1. Rising variants are not impossible either, but an accurate 
account of their distribution would appear to be dependent on 
a description of sentential stress and intonation. 
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/Y:/, when pronounced with little tongue tension, 

can occasionally become indistinguishable from varieties of 

/3y/. l 

/3Y/ is now beginning to appear here and there in 

free variation with /~:/ and /re:/ in words which have RP 

/au/. 2 

Vowel groups, sometimes containing a /w/-glide, often 

appear before /r, 1/. Some trace of /e/ or /0/ is usually 

to be detected before [~]. Examples: 

['bI3~we] 'Blower'; [lb3y,el~n] 'bowling'; 
[1n3~~~] 'Knowles'; etc. 

/3Y/ occurs in syllables which are stressed, or 

relatively weakly stressed. Examples: 

/IS3YW~~ 'paste for interior decorating made 
from flour and water'; /3Y/ 'owe'; /n3Y/ 'no'; 

/n3Yt/ 'nothing'; /n3Yt/ 'bad-tempered'; 
/s3Yel/ 'soul'; /g3Yd/ 'gold'; /m3yd/ 'mulled'; 
/'13Yf~n/ 'laughing'; /d3Yf/ 'dough'; /k3Yf/ 
'cough'; /1~n\lj3Y/ 'anyhow'; /' gran(d),d3ytge(r)/ 

'granddaughter'; etc. 

5.4.4.2. Variants: 

The choice of variant seems to be largely idiolectal, 

although a rounded first element may follow a preceding bilabiaj 

(i) Regular starting positions: [e,~,~, 3, 3, e, e, ~] 
Of these, the rounded variants may follow a 

1. Cf. section 5.2.2.1. and section 4(b) and (c) of the 
Comparative Distribution below. 

2. Cf. section 5 of the Comparative Distribution below. 
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preceding bilabial; [e, 3, 3] are very 
common. 

Regular finishing positions, with optional 

unrounding: [~,~,~, 0], or points somewha 
short of those values intermediate between 
the starting and regular finishing positions 
Examples: [p'e'Y] 'pole'; ['b3'~~] 
'Bolton'; [!2e3'ad] 'the old'; [~eeYd] 
'the old'; ['3~Cde] 'older'; [l£'yr] 
'laugh'; [J~'~'nd] 'round'; [n3.~] 'now'; 
[n3~t,] 'naughty'; etc. 

+ 

(ii) [a'a],[&'a],[ffi'v], etc. Variants with a low starting 
position. Apart from occasional irregular 
occurrences, and apart from the occurrence 
of such forms in modified speech, such varia 
are consistently to be encountered in a si~ 
but very common, word: no. Thus: [nre'Y], 
[~.~, na'~], etc. 'no'. It is more usual 

+ 

(iii) 

for variants with low starting positions to 
move towards a back position such as [~] or 

[0]. 

Vowel groups with /e/ and lwei - as in the Description 
above. 

5.4.4.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /eu/: 

/S3Y~ 'sold'; /b3vt/ 'bolt'; /p3Y/ 
'poll = to cut, haircut; pole'; /t3Yd/ 

'told'; /3Y/ 'owe'; /U3V/ 'no'; /'n3Yelz/ 
'Knowles'; /'bI3y(w)e(r)/ 'Blower'; 
/lsk3Ykr~:f(t)s/ 'Scowcroft's'; /k3Yd/ 
'cold'; /g3yd/ 'gold'; /d3Yf/ 'dough'; 
/'b3Ytn/ 'Bolton'; /f3Yd/ 'Fold'; iT3Yel/ 
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'rOll'; /st3Yn, 'st3Ylen/ 'stolen'; 
/'st3Yel/ 'stole'; /b3Y~ 'bold'; /'s3Yel/ 
'soul'; /'b3y(e)ltn! 'bowling'; /3Yd/ 
'old; hold'; /~13Yn/ 'flown'; /ffi3Yd/ 'moul 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /~:/: 

/3Yt/ 'ought; aught = anything'; /n3Yt/ 
'nought = nothing; (bad-tempered)'; / I n3 Ytt; 
'bad-tempered; naughty'; /b3yt/ 'bought'; 
/br3yt/ 'brought'; /'d.3ytee(r)/ 'daughter" 

I ' /k:3Yf/ 'cough'; /'t3Y~t/ 'to~fee,;l /e3Yt, 
'thought'; /bt'e3yt/ 'bethought' (refl.); 

/f3 Yt/ 'fought'; /t3 yt/ 'taught'. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP lui: 
/k3Yf/ 'cough'; /lt3Yft/ 'toffee'. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /u:/: 

(a) French origin: /r3Yt/ 'route'; /d3ytS/ 

'douche' • 

(b) Optional /3Y/, more often /Y:/: /fr3yt/ 
'fruit'; /skr3Y/ 'screw'; /m3Yv/ 'move'. 

(c) Irregular instances which may well be lax, 
diphthongised forms of /y:/. 2 Examples: 

[l~'1k'] 'look'; [f30t'] 'foot'. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /nu/: 

Traditionally there would not appear to have 
been any correspondence here, since RP /nu/ 
traditionally has /e:/ as its comparative 

reflex in almost all cases known to me. 
However, instances of /3Y/ are encountered 

1. In the speech of some RP speakers - cf. section 3 below. 
2. Cf. sections 5.2.2.1 and 5.2.2.2(vi). 



in ~ree variation with /E:/ (and /re:/) 
even amongst residual speakers: /'93YSen(d) 
'thousands'; /3y(w)ez/ 'hours; ours'; etc. 

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /A/: 

1m3 Yd/ 'mulled'. 

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a:/: 

113 Yf/ 'laugh'. 

5.4.4.4. Modification: 

With some speakers - probably the great majority, and 

certainly the base informants for this study - there is little 
1 

or no modification in the phonetic quality of the phoneme; 

with others, there is a decided movement towards [a"H] or [a·o] 

as the main realisation. The ~irst element tends towards 

low, front positions: [E,~, re, a, g]; these are usually 

followed by a back second element: [a"li]-types 

are used in some surrounding areas of Lancashire, so that 

levelling-out processes may result in their becoming the norm 

over a period of time; [a"H]-types are also, of course, a move 

in the direction of RP /au/. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 --> /0:/ 
Section 2 --> /0:/, but see section 3 for 

cough and toffee; owt (only with the meaning 'anything'), 

nowt and nowty, being common words, may also retain /3Y/. 
Nowt only modifies when it means 'figure nought'. 

Section 3 --> /0/ 
Section 4(a, b, c) --> /Y:/ 

1. A dialect-speaking farmer at Thurnham (near to the ruined 
Cockersands Abbey) told me that he could recognise all the pe( 
from Bolton on the nearby caravan site by virtue of the way il 
which they pronounced such words as tovm and about - i.e. witl 
/3
it

Y / in modified speech. He imi tatecrtIie sound ac~UrjtelY an< 
w h some relish! His own dialect equivalent was Lao • 



Section 5 retains /3Y/ 
Section 6 --> /0/ 
Section 7 --> /a/ 

5.4.5.1. Description: 

Fig. 19. - /te/ and variants 

/te/ is a falling, centring diphthong. The first 

element is the longer and more prominent. Sometimes in 

unstressed syllables the second element may be the more 

prominent, e.g. ['tSampien] 'champion,.l /te/ moves from ,1:, 
a starting position below and to the centre of C[i] to a 

position around [e] or [e], as shown in Fig. 19. Vlhen /te/ 

occurs in a final, open syllable, the second element is higher, 

and sometimes decidedly tenser and more rounded than the second 

element of the equivalent RP /Ie/; the final position of /~e/ 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 142). 



is also higher, and sometimes more ~ront, rounded and tense 

than that of RP /I0/ in closed syllables. l Sometimes the 

starting position is a little lower than [~], being on or 

just above the half-close position. In unstressed syllables, 

a more centralised starting position around [t] is to be 

expected. 

TIithin the word, /to/ occurs in syllables carrying 

the main, secondary, or weak stress. Examples: 

/tSt0(r)/ 'chair'; /dta9/ 'death'; /dtaf/ 
'deaf'; /Ota(r}/ 'there'; /ftalt/ 'field'; 
/stta(r}/ 'steep'; Ifta(r)t/ 'frightened, 
afraid'; I,nta(r)'si:tlq! 'near-sighted'; 
/nta(r)'bat/ 'nearby'; /'m~ntalel~ 'many 
a thing'; /'k~ntan/ 'Kenyon'; /be'taltan/ 
'batallion'; I'mtltan/ 'million'; etc. 

In stressed syllables, variants of Ita/ containing a 

[j]- glide are quite common. 2 After [j] and before [z], the 

second element may well have an [0] or [¥]-quality, e.g. 

[flo¥~] 'feel'. There are also occasional occurrences of 

[tOol-type diphthongs in stressed syllables other than before 

[z], and these may once have been more common. 

Before Ir/, a possible phonemic solution for speakers 

using post-vocalic /r/ might be: Ii: + r/. However, it is 

doubtful whether many town-dwellers consistently retain /r/ 

in this context. Further there is, from a phonetiC point 

of view, diphthongisation before Ir/ anyhow. On the basis 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 14If). 
2. For examples see section (iii) of the Variants below. 
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of my own corpus, I have no hesitation in adopting the phonemic 

solution /tg(r)/. 

Before /1/, and especially [x], Ii: + 1/ would not be 

an appropriate phonemic solution. The sound before /1/ is 

of a highly pronounced diphthongal character, no doubt due to 

/l/'s being so velar in the dialect. 

5.4.5.2. Variants: 

(i) [~-g],[~-e] Regular variants, except in unstressed 

syllables. Examples: [f~-gzi2] 'field'; 
~ J ~' g 11. ] , re ally' ; [ ~' e] , here t ; 

( ii) 

( iii) 

[ ,n~' e Ib~- ~] 'nearby'; etc. 

[e'e],[e'e] Regular variants, except in unstressed 
"', P' 

syllables. Examples: ['J ¥,gl1.] 'really'; 
[be-g] 'there'; [Ip'¥' ent] 'peony'; etc. 

Variants including a [j]-element: ~f- jg] 'here'; 
[I}:je] 'here'; [1<Th~,jg] 'there'; 
[ I J 'J.' \t. (:r] , re al'; etc. 

(iv) [tg], etc. Variants with a more centralised first 
element: Typical of unstressed syllables. 
Examples: [Im~l~en] 'million'; [Ik~ntgn] 
'Kenyon'; [belt~lten] 'batallion'. Some
times the second element will be decidedly 
the more prominent, e.g. [ltSampjen] 

,at 
'champion' • 

(v) Variants with a back second element: May occur 
(a) before /1/, especially [x], and 
(b) in unstressed syllables. "Examples: 

[IJ~,j\i(z] 'real'; [w~'ozz] 'wheels'; 
['tSamp1on] 'champion'; [I~~:mtomlbondz] - ~ ~) 



'premium bonds'; etc. There are also tracef 
of [\eo]-type diphthongs in stressed syllabJ 
and these may formerly have been more commo! 

5.4.5.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /Ia/: 

/\a(r)/ 'here'; /'rtal\/ 'really'; /fta(r; 
'fear'; and many others. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /3:/: 

!Ota(r)/ 'there'; /tSta(r)/ 'chair'; 
/wta(r)/ 'where'; Isk\at/ 'scared' 
(more usually with /e:/ + /d/). 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP lei: 

/~av 'well'; /dtaf/ 'deaf'; /dtad/ 'dead' 
/dta8/ 'death'. The last three also have 
/dJ + E/ and /dj + E/ in the dialect, but 
the forms with /ta/ are the most common. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP li:/: 

(a) Before /1/: /ftalt/ 'field'; /wtalz/ 
'wheels'; /mtal/ 'meal'; and many others. 

(b) There are occasional traces of /\a/ in 
words which now usually have /i:/ in the 
dialect, e.g. Imtan/ 'mean,.l 

5.4.5.4. Modification: 

Phonetically there is no discernible modification excep 

that variants with a back second element are less frequent. 

1. Fer further discussion, see Shorrocks (1978b, 51, 56-8). 



Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains /t~/ 

Section 2 --> /e:/ 

Section 3 --> /~/ 

Section 4(a) retains /t~/ 
(b) --> /i:/ 

5.4.6.1. Description: 

Fig. 20. - /O~/ and variants 
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/O~/ is an additional identifiable phoneme entering 

the system under the recession of post-vocalic /r/. It is a 

fal11n~centring diphthong, and its starting position is 

around or above 0[0], or a position somewhat to the centre 

of these areas. The second element 1s [~], and on some 

occasions a little roundness and tension may be detected, i.e. 

[e]. Before [x] the diphthong usually moves towards the [0] 

or [~] regions. 



joel occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

/~oet/ '~ault'; /'oesoe(r)ts/ 'all sorts'; 
/Imoe(r)ntn/ 'morning'; /'rckoe(r)d/ 'record' 
(more o~ten, traditionally, with lei); /oe1ri:t/ 
'all right'; etc. 

The phoneme has a restricted distribution. It occurs: 

1) Be~ore /1/ - or rather, usually, historical /1/, ~Ol 

/1/ has usually been lost a~ter /0:/ or joel. Examples: 

/~oet/ '~ault'; /~oen/ '~allen'; joel 'all'; 
/oez/'always'; /Ioesoe(r)ts/ 'all sorts'; 
/'woeweks/ 'Wallworks'; /koal/ 'call'; /'oelez/ 
'always'; etc. 

And across words boundaries: 

/oez/ 'all .§;.§ (that)'; /oet/' all at'; etc. 

In all these words loaf is in rree variation with /0:/. 

2) Be~ore /r/ or, more o~ten, in place o~ historical 

[0:] or [o'e] + /r/ (which'might be phonemicised as /0: + r/), 

where /r/ has now disappeared. For a speaker who has lost 
• 

post-vocalic /r/ (and most have in these words), there is no 

option but to phonemicise: 

/Ikoene/ 'corner'; /Imoem.n/ 'morning'; /oes/ 
'horse'; /Soat/ 'short'; etc. 

Speakers who use post-vocalic /r/ a~ter some vowels and diphtho: 

usually do not a~ter joel and joel. Further, whilst /0:/ is 

occasionally used in this type o~ word,l loaf is customary. 

Thus, discounting ~or the moment the occasional phonemicisation 

1. More o~ten, it would seem, in some words than others. In 
the words which have just been listed, /0:/ would not be 
unusual in horse, but it most certainly would in short. For 
the whole group o~ words, joel is the normal phoneme. 
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of /~:/ without /r/, and aili~itting that /~:r/ would have been 

a suitable phonemicisation at a time when post-vocalic /r/ 

was regularly pronounced, the appropriate phonemicisation for 

the present system is /~G(r)/. This solution does justice 

to the prevalent pronunciation [~'G] and allows for a followin/ 

/r/ or trace of /r/-colouring - and, since an element of 

diphthongisation is phonetically inevitable before /r/, the 

phonemic solution /~G(r)/ is not inappropriate phonetically 

speaking on those occasions when /r/ is pronounced. Thus, 

the word horse might have: /~:s/ as an occasional phonemici

sation; /~:rs/ as a historical phonemicisation; /~Gs/ as the 

current phonemicisation appropriate to most speakers; and 

/~G(r)s/ as the phonemicisation appropriate to the current 

system, thereby catering for occasional residual occurrences 

of /r/. 

The diphthong /~G/ is often clearly to be heard before 

/r/ in /1~Glri:t, ~G'ri:t/ 'all right'. 

3) In the words /k~Gnt/ 'can't'; /'k~Gnkri:t/ 'concret 

/'t~Glet/ 'toilet' (also with /~:/ and /~\/). 

In distinguishing between /~:/ and /~G/, it is not 

always easy to make a phonemic decision between variants such 

as [~:G], [~:G] and [~·G]. 

Omitting for the moment the /r/ of the general 

phonemicisation /~G(r)/, minimal pairs such as the following 

may be used to distinguish /~G/ from /~:/ for most speakers: 

'or' /~G/ ~ /~:/ 'oh!; all' 
'torque' /t~Gk/ ~ /to:k/ 'talk' 
'cord' /k~Gd/ J /ko:d/ 'called' 
'drawer' /Or~G/ I /Or~:/ 'draw' 
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'drawers = knickers, 
underpants' /Oro~z/ J /Oro:z/ 'draws' 

'sort' /so~t/l ~ /so:t/ 'salt' 
'morse' /mo~s/ ~ /mo:s/ 'moss' 
etc. 

To distinguish /O~/ from /00/: 

'mourning' /'moe(r)ntn/ t /'mo~(r)n\n/ 'morning' 
'mourn' / m~(r)n/ ~ /moe(r)n/ 'tomorrow' 
'four' / foe(r)/ J /foe(r)/ 'for' 
'hoarse' /oe(r)s/ J /oe(r)s/ 'horse' 
'over' /oe(r)/ J /o~(r)/ 'or' 
'oars' /o~(r)z/ J /oez/ 'always' 
'fort' /foe(r)t/ ~ /foet/ 'fault' 
etc. 

5.4.6.2. Variants: 

( i) 

( ii) 

( iii) 

[o·~],[5·e],[o·e],[5·~], These are the regular variante .. .. 
The only environmental restriction is that 
they are rare before final /1/ ([z]) - but 
/o~/ is seldom followed by a final /1/ in 
the dialect. Examples: ['k'o·~nk.lj:t], 
['k'5·e~~·t] 'concrete'; [fr'~n] 'fallen' 
[o'ez] 'always'; [::;'~s] 'horse', etc. .. .. 

[5',o],['5!,f.'I], etc. Before [x]: [5'9z] 'all'; [k'o'ox] 
V) tol, T 

'call'. Such examples are'not very common, 
because /1/ has usually been lost. 

[¥'~],[y('~]' etc. Lowered variants. These occur 
less frequently than the variants in section 
(i). They are used more extensively in 
modified speech. Examples: [teIWV'~dZ] 

1. More often with joel. 



372. 

'towards'; [k\>"ad] 'cord'; ['f\>'a~tsan] 
'fortune' • 

(iv) Variants with an [e]-type second element: Occasional 

variants: [tc\>'~dz] 'towards'; [5'e] 
'all'; etc. 

5.4.6.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP I~:/: 

Nearly all occurrences of dialect I~al 
correspond to RP I~:/. Examples: 

(a) If~atl 'fault' 
(b) I~al 'all'; Ik~'ell 'call'; If~'an/ 

'fallen'; etc. 
(c) IS~8(r)tl 'short'; . Ik~8(r)q( 'cord'; 

I~a(r)sl 'horse'; and many others. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP lui: 
I'k~ankri:tl 'conprete'. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP I~I/: 

I't~aletl 'toilet' (also with I~tl, I~:/). 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP la:/: 

/k~8nt/ 'can't' (also with lre:/) , 

5.4.6.4. Modification: 

Phonetically the variants with a lower first element 

become more common; [5' a], [~, a] remain common; the variants 
with a raised first element become less common - but are possibl 
in words such as £Q!Q, short, etc. when pronounced by more 



highly educated speakers. These last mentioned forms are 

rounded, but the diphthong often has less roundness of the 

first element when employed by ordinary modified speakers. 

Variants with a back second element are more common due to 

373 

the increased use of final III after I~al in modified speech. 

Distributlonally: 

Section l(a) --> I~I 

(b)~ I~:I (and adds Ill) or retE 
(c) retains I~al I~al (adds I] 

Section 2 --> I~I 

Section 3 may retain I~al 

Section 4 --> lre:1 

5.4.7.1. Description: 

Fig. 21. - /08/ and variants 

(------ - variants overlapping with /Ya/) 
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loe/ is an additional, identifiable phoneme entering the 

system under the recession of post-vocalic Ir/. It is a falling 

centring diphthong. 

the centre of cEo]. 

Its starting position is on or a little to 

It moves typically to [a], or to a sound 

slightly tenser and more rounded than [a], i.e. [eJ. Sometimes 

the movement is towards a higher central position, [~,], [~], 

etc. in which case the extent of the glide is not always as 

great. The first element of the diphthong is the longer and 

more prominent. 

loe/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed 

syllables. Examples: 

Idt'voa(r)s/ 'divorce'; /woe(r)/ 'wore'; 
Isoe(r)t/'sort'; l'le:dt,Soe(r)/'Ladyshore'; 
/'~esoe(r)tsl 'all sorts'; /foe(r)lti:n/ 
'fourteen'; etc. 

There is a considerable degree of overlap between loe/ 

on the one hand and 10:/ and IYe/ on the other. Since, eV\9n 

in residual speech, many words formerly pronounced with Iye/ 

are moving over to /0:/, it is not always clear with which 

of these loe/ may be said to be overlapping. In words with 

an historical post-vocalic /r/, /oel results where /r/ has 

been lost - assuming 10: + r/ to have been the earlier 

phonemicisation. The case is analogous to that of /~e/, 

and loe(r)/ has been adopted here as the most suitable phonemic 
I solution for the current system. /oe/ reflects the system 

now used by the majority, whilst the bracketed /(r)/ allows 

for residual and inconsistent use of Irl, or a trace of 

/r/-colouring. Since /0:/ would be at least slightly 

1. Cf. section 5.4.6.1. 
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diphthongised before /r/, the designation /oG(r)/ for the 

system as a whole is phonetically reasonable. Thus /fYG(r), 

fOG ( r ) / 'four'. In words which do not historically contain 

a post-vocalic /r/, occurrences of /OG/ could well represent 

an interstage between older /YG/ and more usual /0:/. At 

any rate, occurrences of /oa/ in the following examples are 

not as regular as either /YG/ or /0:/: 

/broak/ 'broke'; /stoanz/' stones'; /r08d/ 

'road'; /loGd/ 'load'; etc. 

Diachronically, then, I suspect that these forms are transitiona: 

between /YG/ and /0:/, but synchronically, since /oa/ is 

included in the inventory or phonemes, /08/ may be said to 

occur in such words in free variation with /YG/ and /0:/. 

Some words which normally contain /oa/ may occasionally 

1 have /0:/. 

/08/ can sometimes be difficult to distinguish from 

/0:/ with a schwa off-glide. 

Vowel groups containing a slight [w]-glide occur 

occasionally, e.g. [Ibo·~wed] 'board'. 

For the vast majority of speakers,who do not use /r/ 

other than most occasionally after /0:/, /08/ may be 

distinguished from /0:/ in pairs such as the following: 

'over; oar' /OG/ P /0:/ 'oh: 0' 

'four' /foG/ p /fo:/ 'foe' 
'mower; (moor; more)' /moa/ ~ /mo:/ 'mow' 

'oars' /oaz/ ~ /o:z/ 'hose' 

1. See sections 5.2.7.1. and 5.2.7.3, subsection 4. 



'mourners' /lmOGnez/ J /Imo:nez/ 'moaners' 
'shore' /SOG/ J /SO:/ 'show' 
'roar' /roe/ J /ro:/ 'row' 
etc. 
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Minimal pairs distinguishing joel and joel are listed under 

joel .1 

5.4.7.2. Variants: 

(1) ['0\ e) , ['0" e): These are the most typical variants. 

( 11) 

( iil) 

A rounded second element is not at all 
unusual with this phoneme. Examples: 
[so'et2] 'sort'; [bo'~d] 'board'; [no'en] 
'none'; ['Jo'eJ1.n] 'roaring'; [mo'e] 
'more'; etc. 

[ C •• ,, ") ["." , ] t o 0 , 0 ~ ,e c. Variants with a high, rounded 
second element. In free variation with 
section (i), but less frequent. 2 Examples: 
[ko'Ds] 'course'; [fo'OJ] 'four'; 
[spo,~,Jt] 'sport'; etc. 

[o'e],[o'o], etc. Variants with a high first element. 
~ ~ 

These occur in words in which joel is in 
free variation with /Ye/. Examples: 
[ fo'e fli'eJ] 'four" [JO' lid JO'od] 'road'; 
.~ , ,. ' .. ' A 

[~'en] 'own'; ['b~'~'J1.n] 'boring';· [p'~'e] 
'pour'; etc. 

1. Cf. section 5.4.6.1. 
2. See also /0:/ before /1/, section 5.2.7.2(iv). 
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5.4.7.3. Comparative Distribution: 

Section 1. 

Section 2. 

Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

/soo(r)t/ 'sort'; /boo(r)d/ 'board' . , 
/oo(r)/ 'oar'; /kOG(r)s/ 'course'; 
/moo(r)/ 'more' (o~ten with /Ye/); 
/spoo(r)t/ 'sport'; /oe(r)s/ 'hoarse'; 
/Isnoortn/ 'snoring'; /Imoe(r)ne(r)z/ 
'mourners'; /boe(r)/ 'bore'; /woe(r)/ 
'wore'; /toe(r)/ 'tore'; and many others. 
(Also with /Ye/ in some cases.) 

Corresponding to RP /A/: 

/noen/ 'none' (also with /0:/). 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /u:/: 

/joe/ 'you' (also with /0:/). 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /eu/: 

/stoen/ 'stone'; /poest/ 'post'; 
/brook/ 'broke'; /roed/ 'road'; 
/lood/ 'load'; etc. (More o~ten with 
/0:/ and /Ye/). 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /euve/: 

/oe(r)/ 'over'. 

5.4.7.4. Modl~lcatlon: 

Phonetically /00/ may have the same realisations as in 

the dialect with some speakers, whilst with others slight 

lowering (an~or centralisation and slight unrounding) takes 

place. Vfuen such variants as [~'e] and [~'e] are used, /OG/ 

may still be distinguished ~rom joel because joel can also 
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have a lower first element in modified speech. l Variants 

with a high first element are not used in modified speech as 

/08/ is not in free variation with /YG/ in words such as 

those in section 4, and to some extention section 1, of the 

Comparative Distribution above. 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains /08/,2 except sort --> /OG/ 

Section 2 --> /0/ (only with the meaning 

'none' in modified speech) 

Section 3 --> /Y:/ 

Section 4 --> /0:/ 

Section 5 --> /o:ve/ 

4 8 lE!L 5 ••• 

5.4.8.1. Description: 

Fig. 22. - !YG! and variants 

1. Cf. section 5.4.6.4. 
2. Had one phonemicised /0: + rl for an individual residual 

speaker, who happened to use [0: + J] more regularly than any 
of my informants, then it would be necessary to introduce IOGI 
as an extra phoneme in the modification rules. The same would 
apply to 10G/. 
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/Ye/ is a falling, centring diphthong. The t'irst 

element is the longer and more prominent. It is a rounded 

sound above the halt'-close position, which may occupy an 

area from centre of front to slightly more centre of back. 

The rounding is not usually very strong, but ot' course varies 

in degree in relation to the phonetic context. The diphthong 

has an [e]-type second element which again is higher than the 

second element in RP centring diphthongs. The second element 

is also sometimes a little more rounded and tense than its 

RP equivalent, i.e. [a]. Variants with a back starting 

position are in free variation with those having a front 

starting position. /Yel was chosen as the phoneme symbol 

on the grounds that the front variants appear to be the more 

common. However, the choice of symbol should not be allowed 

to obscure the fact that variants commencing with [~] and [~] 

are frequent. 

Iye/, in those words corresponding to RP leu/, is in 

free variation with 10:1, and perhaps, to a lesser extent, 

loe/,l whilst Iye/ in those words corresponding to RP /~:/ is 

in free variation with lee/. 2 These facts result in a series 

of indeterminate forms, or intermediate t'orms. 

[f~"eJ] 't'our'; [J~'ed] 'road'; 
'shore'; etc. 

Examples: 

The shaded area in Fig. 22 illustrates the area of overlap 

between back variants of Iye/ and 10:, eel. 

1. Cf. section 3 of the Comnarative Distribution, and sections 
5.2.7.1, 5.2.7.2(ii), 5:4.7.1, 5.4.7.2(iii) and 5.4.7.3, sub
section 4. 

2. Ct'. section 4 of the Comparative Distribution, and section 
5.4.7.3, subsection 1. 
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Vowel groups containing a [w]-element are quite common, 

and words which are monosyllabic in RP may often be heard as 

disyllabic in the dialect: 

['fJ,~·W3:] 'floor'; [ISky:~,:t] 'school'; etc. 

Since /Y:/ would be noticeably diphthongised before /r/, the 

phonemicisation /Y~(r)/ for the general system does not gain 

its generality at much, if indeed any, phonetic cost. 

is invariably to be found before [:t], e.g. /tyelz/ 'tools'. 

In addition to its occurrence in stressed syllables -

/mye(r)/ 'moor; more'; /tlYez/ 'clothes'; /dye(r)/ 'door'; 

etc. - /Ye/ may also occur in relatively weakly stressed 

syllables: /'blakpYel/ 'Blackpool'j /'jY:3yel/ 'usual'; etc. 

However, occurrences before /1/ are not as frequent as in 

modified speech, since the dialect has /Y:/ alone in some 

words: /'blakpy:/ 'Blackpool'j /fY:/ 'fool'; /skY:/ 'school'; 

/sty:/ 'stool'. lye/in a'word such as usual may also give 

1 way to unstressed Ie, 0/. 

Strang has dravm attention to the vulnerability of RP 

fuel due to its low frequency of occurrence and light functional 

2 load. It will be clear from the Comparative Distribution 

that /Ye/ enjoys a somewhat wider distribution in the dialect, 

but its significance is being reduced by /0:/ and joel. 

Variants: 

( i) [;Y.e],[v· e ),r tt- e ],[1:i·e] - Regular variants, often with 
't ~+, (H 

slight unrounding [c] of the first element. 

1. See section (v) of the Variants below. 
2. Cf. Strang (1974: 46). See Gimson (1974: 148) for a table 

showing the frequency of occurrence of RP vowel phonemes. 
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Some speakers use a back ~irst element more 
often than others do, but this is largely a 
matter of idiolectal preference. Examples: 
[1d3~+eaJ~n] 'during'; [myCee] 'more'· 

T ' 
[tl~'ez], [kl~'az] 'clothes'; [SyCea] 

+ y 

'sure'. 

(ii) [~4eO],[~·~], etc. Diphthongs with a back second element 
Used before [~]: ['blak2p~eo~] 'Blackpool'j 

+ 

(iii) [yee] 

[ljY:3~'~~] 'usual'; etc. 
+ 

Occasionally a diphthong with a very close, 
front, tense, rounded first element is 
heard. It is not environmentally conditioned. 

Examples: [t'Y'ed] 'toad'; [Jy'er] 'rule' 
~ 

(the second element appears to have been 
pulled forward by the first, despite the 
following [~)); etc. 

(iv) Variants containing [w): See the Description above. 

(v) [o],[~],[e], etc. = Ie, 0/: In unstressed syllables 
before [±] as an alternative to relatively 

weakly stressed /Ya/. These unstressed 
variants are, in ~act, the more likely. 
Examples: [lj~:30~) 'usual'; [lvt33ez] 

+ 
'visual'; etc. 

(vi) The rising variants encountered in RP in unaccented 
syllables2 are not normally found in the 
dialect, which has le/ or /0/. 

1. C~. section 5.3.5.3, 13 (note also section 12), and section 
5.3.6.3, 10. 

2. As described in Gimson (1974: 144f). 
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5.4.8.3. Comparative Distribution 

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /UG/: 

/pjyo(r)/ 'pure'; /Syo(r)/ 'sure'; /myo(r)/ 
'moor'; /'d3yor~n/ 'during'; etc. etc. 

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /u:/ followed by [~]: 

/ryot 'rule'; /tyolz/' tools'; /kYol/ 
'cool'; etc. etc. 

Section 3. Corresponding to RP foul: 

/byo9/ 'both'; /kYol/' coal'; /rYGd/ 
'road' (plus all compounds thereof); 
/IYod/ 'load'; /tIYoz, klYoz/ 'clothes'; 
/9rYot/ 'throat'; /stYGn/ 'stone'; /byon/ 
'bone'; /tYOd/' toad'; /mYGst/ 'most'; 
/pYost/ 'post'; /YGk/' oak'; /kyot/ 
'coat'; etc. All these words may also 
have /0:/ (and perhaps, to a lesser extent, 
/OG/) in the dialect. 

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /0:/: 

/myo(r)/ 'more'; /dyo(r)/ 'door' (also 
with /e/) , and all compounds thereof; 
/fYG(r)/ 'four'; /flyo(r)/ 'floor'; 
/byo(r)d/ 'board'; /spYG(r)t/ 'sport'; 
/kYG(r)s/ 'course'; /'fYG(r)men/ 
'foreman'; etc. All these words may also 
have /oa/ (and perhaps, to a lesser extent, 
/0:/) in the dialect. 

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /3:/: 

/jYG(r)/ 'hair'; / mon'syo(r)/ 'Monsieur'; 
/,kon~'sYG(r)/ 'connoisseur'. 



5.4.8.4. Modifuation 

The phonetic quality of the diphthong is not generally 

altered. An individual speaker may favour a back first 

element, but a front first element remains the norm. 

groups with /w/ are common in modified speech. 

Vowel 

Distributionally: 

Section 1 retains /Ye/, except ~ --> /oe/ 

Section 2 retains /YG/ 

Section 3 --> /0:/ 

Section 4 -> /oe/ 

Section 5 ~ --> /e:(r)/ 
/Ye/ may be retained in the 
French words. 



5.5. CONSONANTS: 

There are 22 consonant phonemes in the dialect. 

These are: 

/p, b, t, d, k, g, tS, d,3, f, v, e, 0, s, z, 

S, 3, m, n, 1, w, r, j/ 

The total of 22 distinctive phonemes is two less than in 

RP: /h/ is not a phoneme of the dia1ect,1 and [~] is an 

allophone of In! before Ik, g/.2 The dialect has a 

further phoneme less than those varieties of English 

which have /~/. Additionally, the dialect has two 

phonemes less than other dialects of English in which 

/tr, dr/ are accounted unit phonemes,3 for in the dialect 

of Farnworth and district /e + r, 0 + rl correspond to 

RP Itr, dr/. 

1. Cf. section 5.5.23. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.18. The specification of 24 consonant 

phonemes for RP follows Gimson (1974: 149). 
3. This will depend upon the linguist. Cf. Gimson (1974: 

171ff), Houck (1967: 5). 
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Table of the Consonant Phonemes of the Dialect 
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Plosive (Stop) p,b t,d 
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Fricative f,v e,b s,z 5,3 
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or glides (semi-
vowels) I w r 

r-I 
as 

+:I H as as 
,-; r-I as Q) 
P-t > 

k,g 

I 

j (w) 
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Consonant phonemes are described in terms of the 

opposition fortis-lenis rather than voiceless-voiced. l Vllien 

a word is pronounced in isolation, or with a preceding and a 

following pause, initial lenis plosives, affricate and 

fricatives are partially devoiced, and final lenis plosives, 

affricate and fricatives may be completely devoiced. However, 

final lenis consonants may also be released with a schwa 

off-glide, or parasitic schwa. In running texts, the presence 

or absence of initial and final devoicing depends upon the 

immediate phonetic environment. Therefore in the description 

of the consonants, lenis plosives, affricate and fricatives 

are described as being subject to devoicing in initial and 

final positions. 

Fortis plosives are usually aspirated when released, 

often more so than in RP. 2 \Vhen the plosive occurs initially 

in an accented syllable, /p/ is usually subject to fairly 

heavy aspiration; the aspiration is somewhat less in the 

case of /t/, and usually somewhat less still in the case of 

/k/. Medial plosives may be more heavily aspirated than in 

RP, and final plosives may be released with aspiration (and 

sometimes affrication) in the dialect. Traces of aspiration 

have sometimes been found accompanying the release of lenis 

plosives, perhaps especially in final position when the 

plosive is devoiced. Although consonants may sometimes be 

1. See Gimson (1974: 32, 149). 
2. This and the following observations, particularly that 

concerning the fairly heavy aspiration of /p/, contrast 
strongly with comments on the aspiration of consonants in 
Higginbottam (1962: 26) and Lodge (1966: 28), although 
these studies are of course describing different varieties 
of northern speech. 



released with affrication - more so with some speakers than 

with others - there is no resemblance on this count between 

the dialect of Farm"lOrth and that of, say, Liverpool. 

There is extensive glottalisation of consonants in 

the dialect of Farnworth and district. Amongst the problems 

of transcription was the distinction of two types of 

glottalisation: [£2] when the consonant is not released, 

and [it] when it 1s (preglottalisation).l Both types of 

glottalisation need to be distinguished from Elottal replace-

ment, i.e. [2]. Final /p, t, k/ may all be preglottalised 

when followed by a pause. There is sometimes also a suggestion 

of glottal constriction accompanying the release of final 

/b, d, g/. /p, t, k/ are glottalised and not released, or 

alternatively replaced by [2] finally before a word beginning 

with a consonant (including the semi-vowels), sometimes before 

a pause or a word beginning with a vowel, and before morpheme 

boundaries. In this last respect, it is interesting to note 

that Higginbottam analysed /tS/ and /dJ/ as sequences of 

phonemes rather than unit phonemes in her description of 

modified East-Lancashire speech in order better to account 

for glottal reinforcement. 2 She wrote that in /wlltse/ and 

/plltSed/, the medial sequences were phonetically identical.3 

In the Farnworth dialect, /tS/ is phonetically distinct from 

It + S/ across both morpheme and word boundaries, and 

1. Cf. section 3.9. 
2. See Higginbottam (1962: 26f). 
3. ~., 26. 
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Higginbottam's example, pronounced by a Farnworth informant, 

is: 

[lw~~f2Se] 'Wiltshire' - [lp'~~t2tSe~] 'pilchard'. 

Pairs f'amiliar to linguists such as white shoes and why choose 

would theref'ore be very clearly distinguished in the Farnworth 
. I 
dialect. Because of' this clear distinction between disjunct 

and close-knit realisations of' the sound complex, and because 
. 2 

of' the general distribution of' the sound complex, Its/ is 

treated as a unit phoneme in this present analysis. /d3/ is 

similarly accounted a unit phoneme. The lenis plosives 

Ib, d, g/ are not audibly released bef'ore consonants at the 

beginning of' the next word, although lenis plosives may be 

released bef'ore semi-vowels on some occasions. 

The earlier observation that /p, t, kl bef'ore a word 

or syllable beginning with a consonant (and sometimes a vowel) 

are not audibly released, or may be replaced by a glottal 

stop, perhaps requires f'urther comment. It is certainly 

not suf'f'icient to say that Ip, t, k/ may all be realised as 

[2]. Although this can happen, glottalisation other than 

preglottalisation of'ten takes the f'orm [p}, f2, f2], or a 

movement towards the consonant in question. In /tS€P r€:nd/ 

'cheap round', /p/ is not released, but there is bilabial 

closure which is synchronous with the glottal constriction, 

i.e. [i2], and informants can distinguish the sequence -

1. And similarly with other pairs such as great reign and 
grey train etco, since It I would not be released even 
bef'ore a semi-vowel in great reign. 

2. See Gimson (1974: 171-4, especially 171). 
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without context - from check round pronounced with [f2]. 

The glottalisation of final stop consonants is a key 

factor in signalling certain grammatical phenomena: the 

definite article; the preposition to; and the second person 

singular interrogative of modal and auxiliary verbs. Note 

further the glottalic realisation of the prefix to- in 

[1~g8ab8[J]] 'together'. A glottalic element may also be 

heard preceding the release stage of the initial consonant 

of /ni:t/ 'tonight' and /mo8(r)n/ 'tomorrow'. 

Glottalisation also occurs in medial and final 

consonant clusters. Examples: 

/'bottSe(r)/ 'butcher'; /'vtmpto / 'Vimto' 
(cordial drink); /'ertpmps/ 'threepence'; 

/'kre:(t)8e(r)/ 'creature'; /'8ltst/ 'Elsie'; 
/'fantst/ 'fancy'; /8:nts/ 'ounce'; /8lts/ 
'else'; /alte/ 'health'; etc. 

The gemination of consonants would seem to be a part 

of the extensive use of glottal stricture in the dialect. 

Gemination may occur: 

(a) word-medially between vowels; 

(b) word-finally, before a word beginning with a 

homorganic consonant; 

(c) word-finally, before a word beginning with a 

vowel; 

(d) before, or as an integral part of, a' hesitation; 

(e) gemination of glides in diphthongs, vowel groups, 

or between words - possibly incorporating a hesitation. 
I 



Examples: 

(a) [Idhrt~ptn] 'dripping'; 
:2 ~ . 

(b) [I o:p2,p'tktn] 'hop-picking'; 

(c) [ISo:~Celgen] 'shop again'; 

( d) [9 §t c 3 : ] 'a t er ••• '; 

(e) [p'i:jjo~t2J 'pea on the', etc. 
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Accounts o~ gemination in J. Wright (1905), Hargreaves (1904) 

and BieB (1929) do not re~lect the ~ull range o~ gemination 

~ound in the dialect o~ Farnworth and district. Firstly, 

they are concerned only with case (a) o~ the ~ive cases given 

above. Secondly, the range o~ consonants involved is more 

restricted: 1 Wright givl.;s /p, b, t, d, m, k, g/; Hargreaves 

gives the same list, these being the consonants "most 

geminated,,;2 and BieB gives /b, p, d, t, g,. k, m, n, r, 1/.3 

For the Farnworth area, it would be necessary to add /S, 3, s, z/ 

word-medially to BieB' list; and ~urther /~, v/ word-~inally 

in hesitations, together with the glides /j, w/ in vowel groups, 

diphthongs, and between words. Also, medial /tS, d3/ are 

o~ten preceded by /t, ~ respectively,4 and in some words the 

same applies to /8, 0/. Thirdly, Hargreaves, SieB and Wright 

all give gemination "only a~ter a short syllable" (or "when 

preceded by a short vowel,,).5 ~~ilst word-medial gemination 

does indeed usually ~ollow a short vowel, there are exceptions, 

c~. Farnworth: 

1. Wright, J. (1905: 7). 
2. Hargreaves (1904: 74). 
3. BieB (1929: 139). 
4. Bee sections 5.5.7.4. and 5.5.8.4. ~or examples. 
5. cr. Wright, J. (1905: 7); Hargreaves (1904: 74); 

SieB (1929: 139). 



/'fratddt/ 'Friday'; /lf~8(r)ttt/ 'forty'; 
/Ij~:nnt~ 'yawning'; /'jY:33el/ 'usual'. 
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Furthermore, in types (b), (c), (d) and (e), the geminate 

follows long vowels and diphthongs frequently. Fourthly, 

SieB gives gemination only before a derivative affix. l 

Wright stipulates that gemination occurs in present participles 

and words ending in 2i!l, 81,2 whilst Hargreaves observes that 

the "most frequent sources of gemination" are the present 

participle termination -In and the terminations -in, ~ and 

~ (81).3 In the dialect of Farnworth and district, word

medial gemination occurs frequently before /t~, especially 

in present participles, and frequently before derivatives in 

/e(r)/. Note also /e:(r)/ in free variation with the latter, 

e.g. /Idabbe:'(r)z/ 'Dabber's' (name of a public house). With 

regard to gemination before /e(l)/, apple in Farnworth is 

pronounced /Iappo/ or /I appe/. Note also, however, the 

following Farnworth forms: 

/'fratddt/ 'Friday'; /'gett1:n, get'ti:n/ 
'thirteen'; /'gettt/ 'thirty'; /'peppes/ 
'purpose'; /'tekkt/ 'Turkey; turkey'; 
/'f~8(r)ttt, 'f~ttt/ 'forty'; /'nappt/ 
'nappy' ; 
'circle'; 
'tissue'; 

/'ka33el/ 

/'wtkkEnd/ 'weekend'; /'sekkel/ 
/'lokk1./ 'lucky'; /'ttSSe/ 
/'vt33e,latz/ 'visualise'; 

'casual'; /'rEnn1.t/ 'rennet'; etc. 

Such forms show gemination in more environments than those 

specified by SieB, Wright and Hargreaves. 

1. 
2. 
3. 

SieB (1929: 139). 
Wright, J. (1905: 7). 
Hargreaves (1904: 74). 
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In addition to occurring with plosive~ and in place 

of plosives before consonants, the glottal stop also occurs: 

(a) in place of a plosive before a pause or a vowel, 

e.g. [182 1.-£2] 'let it'; 

(b) intervocalically between words, e.g~ [w3n jG 2 ~{2] 

'when you hit'; 

(c) between the indefinite article, when realised as 

lei, and a word beginning with a vowel, e.g. [e 2 l~b1.t'] 

'a habit'; 

(d) at the beginning of an utterance or after a pause, 

when the word begins with a vowel, and possibly indicative of: 

(i) stress, e.g. [1'2a: J dl] 'hard', pronounced with a 
deliberate stress, 

(ii) the indefinite article, e.g. [1\I2~t 1.£2 kG 'm:rlll] 
fa hat in the canal', 

(iii) a hesitation or reformulation, especially if the 
informant pauses suddenly. 

However, a glottal stop at the beginning of an utterance or 

after a pause may, as far as I can tell, also occur before a 

vowel without signalling anything in particular, e.g. [1
2
0:f] 

'half'. Also, in case (ii), it is difficult to prove that 

[2] is due to the indefinite article, as the indefinite 

article is not always used (or not always realised), and 

[2] may occur before a vowel after a pause. 

From the foregoing general observations, and from the 

following descriptions, it will be seen that the dialect has 

a rich array of realisations of plosives in word-final position. 

To summarise, final plosives may be realised: 
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(a) as plosives pure and simple, i.e. other than as follows 

(b) with aspiration 

(c) with affrication 

(d) with preglottalisation 

(e) with glottalisation, but unreleased 

(f) as geminates 

(g) as [2] 

(h) occasionally as ejectives 

(i) with a schwa-type off-glide, or parasitic schwa 

(j) with devoicing 

(k) with voicing 

(1) in free variation with /r/ in the case of /t/ in some words. 

The lists of final clusters in which each phoneme 

features must be seen as potentially incomplete. A very 

large amount of dialect lexis in phonemic script would be 

needed to provide an adequate basis for a full analysis. 

Some of the clusters given in this study could be extended 

by adding Is, z, t, d/, i.e. by making a given form plural 

or past. As /r/ is often not pronounced nowadays where it 

occurred historically, the possibilities of clusters with 

/r/ are outlined under the phoneme /r/ but are not repeated 

under all the other consonants with which /r/ combines. 

However, they should be borne in mind. 
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/p/ is a fortis bilabial plosive which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. Accented /p/ is 

aspirated [pc], sometimes quite heavily [ph]; weakly accented 

/p/ is usually aspirated more than in RP,l and final /p/, 

when released, may also be aspirated. [~] occurs before 

/r, vi. /p/ is unaspirated after /s/ in initial and medial 

clusters. 

5.5.1.2. Initial /p/: 

Examples: [Ip'ap'e] 'paper'; [Ip'~pce] 'pepper'; 
[phtn] 'pin'; [g'pheP2Phes] 'on purpose'; etc. 

5.5.1.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/pl, pr, pj, sp, spl, spr, spj/. Examples: 

/sptt/ 'spit'; /sprtng/ 'spring'; /spl~tS/ 
'splash'; /pl~z/ 'please'; /pjyg(r)/ 'pure'; 

/'prttt/ 'pretty, fairly'; /spjY:/ 'spew'; etc. 

5.5.1.4. Medial /p/: 

['J§;p'~t2] 'rabbit'; ['k'~p'~tS] 'cabbage'; etc. 
Medial /p/ is frequently geminated: [ 'a:0'poz] 
'apples'; [Is~t~'g'] 'slipper'; similarly in 
/'lapptn/ 'lapping';/'skrapptn/ 'scrapping'; 
/Iortpptn/ 'dripping'; /'SOpptn/ 'supping'; 
/'nappt/ 'nappy'; /'s8rapptn! 'strapping'; 
/e 'peppes/ 'on purpose'; etc. 

A /p/-element may often be detected in the environment 

/m/-consonant: [1~mP2t\] 'empty,;2 ['vtmP1t'o:] 'Vimto 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 159). 
2. Cf. Hargreaves (1904: 65, section 70), who gives no /p/ 

between /m/ and /t/ for Adllngton. 
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(cordial drink)'; etc. Note also ['k'omP2ne] 'company'. 
/p/ is not audibly released before a following 
consonant in the next syllable. 

5.5.1.5. Final Ip/: 

(a) [pc] and [ph], e.g. [tcophJ 'top'. 

(b) [P2J: 

(i) Final /p/ is almost always unreleased before 
a consonant occurring initially in the next 
word, e.g. [uP2 IjondaJ 'up yonder'. Note 
that this rule applies before /w, 1, j, r/ -
which is not the case in all varieties of 
English. 

(ii) Optionally before a pause, or in utterance

final position, e.g. [o:P2if'J 'up-:fP'. 
(iii) Occasionally before a vowel, in which case 

it may approach [2]. 
(c) Geminated: 

(i) Before a word beginning with a vowel -
especially when following a short vowel, e.g. 
[op'p'1.n] 'up in'. 

(ii) Before a hesitationl of the type /&:(r)/. 

(iii) Before a word beginning with /p/ or fbi. 
A geminate may be held across a pause, e.g. 
[1.I·~ Iswola~ m~~p'1.m] 'he's swallowed 
the map, h!m = he is a know-all, conceited'. 

(d) [2pc]: 

[;o2p'J 'sup', etc. Final/p/ sometimes approaches 
"'" the quality of an ejective stop. However, it 
is not so definitely ejective as certain 
occurrences of final /t/ and /k/, and is 
probably best described as being preglottalised. 

1. Geminates often seem to be an integral part of a hesitation 
or pause. The specification "before a hesitation" will be 
taken throughout to include this possibility. 
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(e) Occasionally one encounters a suggestion of what, 
in the case of a voiced consonant, would be 
described as a parasitic schwa: [p~, ph7, pV]. 

v 

Of these variants, occurrences of (b) and (c) are quite well 

defined; otherwise, (a) and (d) are both regular, while (e) 

is only occasional. [p] also occurs word-finally (and medially), 

although less frequently than (a), (b), (c) and (d). 

5.5.1.6. In Final Clusters: 

/p/ occurs in the final clusters: /pt, pS, ps, mp, 
Ip, sp, pst, pOs, mpt, mps, Ipt, Ips, spt, sps/. 

/pts/ is usually /ps/. Examples: /lamp/ 'lamp'; 
/rasp/ 'rasp'; /dCpOs/ 'depths'; /momps/ 'mumps'; 
/alpt/ 'helped'; /alps/ 'helps'; /l~spt/ 'lisped'; 
/prompt/ 'prompt'; /dCp9/ 'depth'; /ere:pst/ 
'traipsed'; /wasps/ 'wasps'; /kopt/ 'copped = caught'; 
/rtps/ 'rips'; /tSclp/ 'chelp = speak (perj.)'; etc. 
/sps/ may occur as such, or as [s:]. 

/p/ may be nasally released, e.g. [Ig~] 'happen; 
perhaps', although ['gP2~] also occurs. An element 

of /p/ may often be detected between /m/ and lsi, 

e.g. [lter~~~P~] 'threepence'. 

5.5.1.7. Comparati~~istribution: 

/p/ corresponds widely to RP /p/. It corresponds to 
RP fbi in: )raptt/ 'rabbit'; /'kapttS/ 'cabbage'. 

5.5.1.8. Modification: 

/p/ undergoes little change in modified speech. It 
is replaced by fbi in rabbit and cabbage. 

There are fewer instances of gemination, especially 
of the word-medial variety.l 

1. The informal judgment of some natives that older people speak 
more slowly could well be reinforced by the use of word-medial 
gemination on the part of speakers of traditional vernacular. 
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5.5.2. 

/b/ is a lenis, bilabial plosive, occurring initially, 

medially and finally within the word. Aspiration of /0/ is 

slight compared with that of /p/, but there is nonetheless a 

trace of it when the plosive is released. /b/ is subject 

to devoicing initially and finally. 

/f, v/, e.g. [Jo1.3fY.' e] 'rub four'. 

[1.3] occurs before 

5.5.2.2. Initial fbi: 
[\> 0:] 'ball'; [\> ot2] 'but'; etc. 

5.5.2.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/bl, br, bj/. Examples: /'bl~doe(r)/ 'bladder'; 
/Ibrokn/ 'broken'; /Ibjy:tt/ 'beauty'; etc. 

5.5.2.4. Medial AI: 

~b'~bt] 'baby'; ['lob\] 'lobby'; etc. Medial/O/ 
between vowels is often geminated, as in /'blabbtn/ 
'blabbing, talking'; /Iskrobb\n/ 'scrubbing'; 
/'bobbe(r)/ 'bobber, large marble'; /'lv:m,jobbe(r)/ 
'loomjobber'; etc. In the environment /m - 1/, /b/ 
occurs in /'tStmblt/ 'chimney'; /'gtmbltt/ 'gimlet', 
and /'stmbltn/ 'Simnel'. A double consonant [b~] may 
be heard in /'no:bdt/ 'nobody' and /'sombdt/ 'somebody'. 
Note also: /'wtmbrt/ 'bilberry'; /bab1tatz/ 'baptise'. 

5.5.2.5. Final Ib/: 

(a) [b~]: The distribution is as for final [P2],1 
except that /b/ may be released, if only rather 

1. Cf. section 5.5.l.5(b). 



weakly, before /1, r, j, wi, in which case the 
variant is of a type [b], and /b/ is released 
before a vowel. 

(b) [~,], [~h]: The former is the more common. 
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Examples: ['d~no~h] 'doorknob'; [b'oQ', b'o~h] 
'Bob'; etc. A trace of preglottalisation may be 
discerned on some occasions. 

(c) [b], [1;>]: Regular variants. 

(d) [bG]: Sometimes a variant with a parasitic schwa 
is encountered, in which case the final /0/ is 
fully voiced. Examples: [p'abG I] 'pub'; 
[t'abG II] 'tub'. Again, a trace of preglottalisation 
may well be discerned, e.g. [d3o~GI] 'job'. 

(e) Geminates: Final /b/ is geminated in the same 
environments as final /p/.l 

5.5.2.6. In-Final Clusters: 

/bd, bz, lb, lbz/. Examples:/Oalbz/ 'bulbs'; 
/robd/ 'rubbed'; /n8bz/ '~, peaks of caps'; etc. 

5.5.2.7. Comparative Distribution: 

Dialect /b/ corresponds widely to RP /b/. 2 Note, 

however, the presence of /b/ in dialect /'tStmbll/ 
'chimney'; /'glmbllt/ 'gimlet'; /'slmblln/ 'Simnel'; 
/bab'tatz/ 'baptise'; /'babttst/ 'Baptist'; /'babttzm/ 
'baptism'; /Iwtmbrt/ 'bilberry'. Dialect /b/ corres
ponds to RP /p/ in /.lob1satdtd/ 'lop-sided'. 

5.5.2.8. Modification: 
/0/ tends to disappear in the words in section 7, to be 
replaced by forms more reminiscent of RP. Again 
geminates, especially of the word-medial variety, are 

1. See section 5.5.l.5(c). 
2. Cf., however, the occurrences of dialect /p/ corresponding 

to RP /b/ in section 5.5.1.7. 



5.5.3.1. 

less rrequent. The rorm /'wtmbr~/ 'bilberry' is 
retained in modiried speech, and probably also 
/,l~b'sa~d~d/ 'lop-sided'. 
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/t/ is a rortis alveolar plosive, which occurs initially, 

medially and rinally within the word. It is not articulated 

with the very tip or the tongue, but with the blade. This 

observation applies to the other alveolar consonants as well 

(i.e. /d, s, z, n, 1/).1 The articulation or It I with the 
rc 

blade or the tongue orten results in slight arrrication, [t s ], 

although the [s] is raintly reminiscent or [e]. /tl may be 

aspirated ([t e ] and sometimes [th ]) initially, medially and 

rinally, but not in the combination Ist/. The position or 

the lips is conditioned especially by a rollowing vowel or 

semi-vowel. 

The distribution of It/, ir viewed comparatively, is 

restricted due to the use of /sGr/, /er/, and unaccented 

l(t)ge(r)/ and /9~k/ in the dialect, where RP, and many other 

varieties of English, use /str/, /tr/, /t8(r)1 and /ttk/ 

respectively.2 The possibility of treating /tr/ as a unit 

phoneme does not arise in the dialect, which has the combination 

/e + r/, the latter element being realised as [f] or [r]· 

It/ was transcribed in a rew words which normally 

have /p, k/: 

1. Higginbottam (1962: 26) reports the same articulation with 
the blade of the tongue in her specimen or modified East 
Lancashire speech. 

2. Cf. subsections 3 and 4 below, and sections 5.5.11.3 and 4 
below. 
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. 
/ki:ts/ 'keeps'; /ki:t ISovtn/ 'keep shoving'; 
/net oem/ 'neck-them'; etc. 

This type o~ assimilation is not common in the dialect. 

5.5.3.2. Initial It!: 

The main initial variant is etc]; [th] and [tS
] also 

occur; aspiration is less marked i~ the ~irst 
syllable does not carry the main word-stress. 
Examples: /'t£ttSe(r)/ 'teacher'; /t£n/ 'ten'; 
/talc/ 'take'; /ti:m/ 'team; teem, pour'; etc. 

5.5.3.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/t/ occurs in the initial clusters /tl, st, tw/. 
RP /tr, str/ correspond to dialect /9r, s9r/. l 

/tj/ is rare, being usually /tS/. 2 /t/ is 
unaspirated a~ter lsi. Examples: /twang/ 'accent, 
way o~ speaking'; /ste:/ 'stay'; /tlYGz/ 'clothes'; 
etc. 
/tl/ alternates with /kl/ quite ~reely:3 /'tltG(r), 
kltG(r)/ 'clear'; /'tlt~n, 'klt~n/ 'Cli~ton'; 

/tlYGz, klYGz/ 'clothes', etc. 
/t/ in the combination Itl/ is laterally released. 

5.5.3.4. Medial It!: 

/t/ occurs medially between vowels, and in the environ-· 
ment o~ consonants. /t/ is o~ten geminated between 
vowels, and it is not audibly released be~ore a 
consonant, e.g. [lset2dt] 'Saturday'. [£2] may serve 
as a glottalic element be~ore the ~ortis medial 
consonants /9, tS, sf, which may be strongly 
preglottalised, e.g. ['£lt2se'] 'Elsie'. Examples: 
/'setdt/ 'Saturday'; /'dettt/ 'dirty'; /'£ltst/ 
'Elsie'; /'kre:(t)ge(r)/ 'creature'; /'getti:n/ 

1. C~. section 5.5.11.3 below. Correspondingly, dialect /Or/ is 
equivalent to RP /dr/ - c~. section 5.5.12.3 below. 

2. C~. sections 5.5.22.3(d) and 5.5.7.7(a). 
3. C~. section 5.5.5.3. Similarly, initial /dll and Igll are in 

~ree variation - c~. sections 5.5.6.3. and 5.5.4.3. 
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'thirteen'; /'v~tttn/ 'vetting = acting in the capacity 
of a vet'; /'8ettt/ 'thirty'; /'f~ttt, 'f~g(r)ttt/ 

'forty'; /'etttn/ 'hurting'; /'ptttSez/ 'pictures'; 

/~tt'ti:n/ 'eighteen'; /'batttn/ 'hitting'; /'attSelt/ 
'actually'; /'fantst/ 'fancy'; /'njy:ttSrol/ 
'neutral'; etc. 

Note also: [~:2'~~t'e] 'how art thou?' 

Medial /tl/ and /kl/ are in free variation. l Examples: 
/'ratltf, Irakltf/ 'Radcliffe'; /'pttltn, 'ptkltn/ 
'pickling'; /'d3~ntlt, 'd3~nklt/ 'gently'; etc. 

This corresponds to the occurrence of /dl/ and /gl/ in 
free variation medially,2 and to the free variation 
between /tl/ and /kl/, and between /dl/ and /gl/ 
word-finally.3 

RP medial /tr, str/ correspond to dialect /8r, s8r/, 
and RP unaccented /tg(r)/ and /ttk/ correspond to 
dialect /(t)8e(r)/ and /8tk/ respectively.4 

In medial clusters, and especially after /~, /t/ may 
be elided in some words. Examples: /'s~:flt/ 'softly'; 
/'tw~nt/ 'twenty'; /'aslt/ 'Astley'; /'~ntslt/ 

'honestly'; /'wantd/ 'wanted'; /'pl~nt/'plenty'; 

/'e:(r)mse~ 'Urmston'; etc. 
Final /t/ is also prone to elision. 5 

1. Cf. section 5.5.5.4. 
2. Cf. sections 5.5.4.4. and 5.5.6.4. 
3. Cf. sections 5.5.3.6. and 5.5.5.6, and 5.5.4.6. and 5.5.6.6. 

Melchers (1972: 69f), in her study of Yorkshire dialects, refers 
to realisations of /kl/ as /tl/ as· "assimilation". Note, howeve] 
that in the dialect of Farnworth and district, /kl/ and /tl/ 
on the one hand, and /dl/ and /gl/ on the other, are completely 
interchangeable. Thus, not only may RP /kl/ be realised as 
/tl/, and RP /gl/ as /dl/, but also RP /tl/ may be realised as 
/kl/, and /dl/ as /gl/, medially and finally. Melchers' 
observation that the combination /tl/ (initial) is difficult 
to pronounce, strikes me as rather implausible. Vmen one is 
accustomed to pronounce initial /tl/ and /dl/ from birth, there 
is not the remotest difficulty - even if these combinations are 
rare in the languages of the world! 

4. Cf. se~tion 5.5.11.4. SimilarJy, dial~ct!edial /Or/ and 
/(d)oe(r)/ correspond to RP /drl and /dg~r) respectively - cf. 
section 5.5.12.4. 

5. Cf. subsections 5 and 6 below. Medial and final /d/ are 
similarly prone to elision. 
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r. 
Etc] and [t S

], and to a lesser extent [th] and [t] 

all occur medially. [i2] occurs before consonants in a 

following syllable. An additional important allophone is 

the voiced flap [t],l which occurs intervocalically in free 

variation with variants such as Etc], and - in some words -

in free variation with /r/ too. 2 [t] bears a phonetic 

resemblance to /d/, and to a single flapped [r].3 /t/ is 

optionally realised as [tJ between vowels: 

/'prttt/ 'pretty; fairly'; /'gsttn/ 
'getting'; /'we:ttn/ 'waiting'; etc. 

[t] may occur after /r/, e.g. [193:~tt] 'thirty', and sometimes 

after /n/, e.g. [Issnt~] 'centre'. Gimson refers to the use 

of [t] as being in "weakly accented" positions;4 note, however, 

[,p'e'te:t~] 'potato'. 

[2]: Medial /t/ can be realised as [2], but the 

phenomenon is relatively rare. It is not at all typical of 

the dialect, as of some others, although younger people use 

[2] medially between vowels more than their elders. Two 

instances from an older speaker are: [' no :2ts] 'notice' 

and ['g~2tn] 'getting'. 

5.5.3.5. Final It!: 

/f3Yt/ 'fold'; /det/ 'dirt'; /lat/ 'lath'; /d.3et/ 
'jerk'; /skrat/ 'scratCh'; /fot/ 'fetch, fetched'; 

/stt/ 'such' (more often /sttS/); and - with the 

1. Cf. Sivertsen (1960: l09ff). 
2. See section 5.5.21.4. The restriction "in some words" refers 

to the distribution of /r/, not [t]. 
3. Cf. Gimson (1974: 163), O'Connor (1973: 131). The former 

describes [t] as lenis, the latter as being fortis, although 
voiced. The resemblance to /r/ is interesting in view of the . 
dialect's use of /r/ both medially and finally in free variation 
with [~] in some words. 

4. Gimson (1974: 163). 
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/r/ not pronounced - /Iboge(r)t/ 'buggered'j 
/'mosee(r)t/ 'mustard'; /'onoe(r)t/ 'hundred'; 
/'bake(r)t/ 'backward'; /Imaee(r)t/ 'mattered'; 
/Ikobe(r)t/ 'cupboard'; etc. etc. 

The final /t/ in the second person singular 
interrogative of modal or auxiliary verbs is 
usually very heavily preglottalised: [~'eit'J 

'could thou?'; [dt2t'J 'did thou?'; etc. 

Final /t/ may assimilate to /p/ or /~ (unreleased) 
before /p, b, m/ or /k, g/ respectively at the 
beginning of the following word, e.g. [£:~ii:p'tn] 
'how art thou keeping?,.l 

Final /t/ is in free variation with /r/ in some 
common words, e.g. lam mr lav1.n tt/ 'I am not 
having it,.2 In such cases, before a word 

beginning with a vowel, /t/ may be realised as 
U~] : 

[oat 3~t2] 'that anything' 

(wot tz tt] 'what is it?' 
. [p'~t t~ a1g£n] 'put it again (= next to)' 
etc. 

Although /r/ is only in free variation with /t/ at 
the end of some words, [~] may occur as the 
realisation of It/ word-finally whenever the 
next word begins with a vowel.3 

Final /t/ may be elided, e.g. [ll£m1.] 'let me', 
although elision occurs more freQuently in final 
clusters, as will be seen in the next subsection. 

Final /t/ - when audibly released - may be realised 
as [t], [t'] and [th]. Some aspiration is customary, 

1. Cf. the assimilation of final /~ to /b, g/ - section 5.5.4.5. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.21.5. for details. 
3. Note the restrictions on medial /r/ in free variation with 

medial /t/ - section 5.5.21.4, and the unrestricted optional 
use of [t] medially between vowels. 



although affricated variants also occur. Glottal 
constriction is often noticeable: [2t,,2(s]. 

"'" ~ 
Occasionally the release is ejective, [t'], e.g. 
[ntiot'] 'night'. Before a consonant, and sometimes 
before a pause, or occasionally a vowel, It I is not 
audibly released, [i2]. Final unreleased /t/ has a 
dental articulation before a word beginning with 
181 or /0/. Final/tl is geminated before /t, d/, 
and quite often before a hesitation or a word 
beginning with a vowel, e.g. [de~t(a'we:] 'dirt 
away'. Final/tl is occasionally realised as a 
pure glottal stop [2] before a word beginning with 
a vowel, e.g. [Ji·2 a'nof] 'right enough'. However, 
this is not a regular feature of the dialect, and 
seems to have greater currency amongst younger 
peoPle. l Occasionally, a trace of a "parasitic 
schwa" accompanies the release of final /t/, although 
parasitic schwa is more obviously associated with the 
release of voiced consonants. Example: ['baktt~] 
'bucket' • 

It/ may result from Id/ under three clearly definable 
grammatical conditions. Firstly, the preposition to: 
[w" j at2 stop'] 'we had to stop' 

.I. 

[wt j at? v~:k tt~] 'we had to walk it' 
Secondly, the definite article: 
[s~:;r'eo:o~] 'seed (= saw) the hole'. 
Thirdly, modal or auxiliary verbs in the second person 

singular interrogative: 
[k'o2t'] 'COUld thou?'. 
Forms with [~] are also possible in the first and 
second cases, more particularly if the following 
word begins with a voiced consonant. 

Final It/ is in free variation with Id/ in 
I'karttl 'carried' and /Ib£rlt/ 'buried'. 

1. Admittedly, the line between [2] and [f21 can be hard to 
draw, and there are a good few cases of [i2] before a word 
beginning with a vowel in the transcriptions. 



5.5.3.6. In Final Clusters: 

/t/ occurs in the ~inal clusters: /pt, to, kt, nt, 

It, ft, Ot, st, St, pts, pst, tOs, dst, kts, kst, 
mpt, nto, nts, ntSt, nst, nkt, lpt, lkt, ItSt, ~ts, 
spt, sts, skt/ 

Of these, /pts/ is usually realised as /ps/, /kts/ 
as /ks/ and /fts/ as /fs/; /sts/ may be realised 
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as [s:] or /stz/. l Examples: /kopt/ 'copped, caught'; 
/£ttO/ 'eighth'; /ltkt/ 'licked; beat'; /bant/ 
'energy'; /balt/ 'belt'; /ltft/ 'lift'; /bre:Ot/ 
'bathed'; /mtst/ 'missed; mist'; /~i:St/ 'fished'; 
/Ore:pst/ 'traipsed'; /£ttOs/ 'eighths'; /mtdst/ 
'midst'; /mtkst/ 'mixed'; /prompt/ 'prompt'; 
/t8ntO/ 'tenth'; /t8nts/' tents, guards (of a dog)'; 
/p~ntSt/ 'pinched, stole'; /wonst/ 'once'; /Oonkt/ 
'thought (joc.)'; /slpt/ 'helped'; /mtlkt/ 'milked'; 
jD£ltSt/ 'belched'; /raspt/ 'rasped'; /wtskt/ 
'whisked'; etc. 

In the combination /tn/, the nasal release of /t/ 
is compulsory, e.g. ['k'5trn] 'cotton,.2 

I 

In the combination /tl/, the'lateral release of /t/ 
is compulsory, e.g. ['bO~±] 'bottle,.3 

I 

Note that clusters containing syllabic /1/ and 
syllabic /n! may follow each other: [lmtd2ttr~z] 
'Middleton's' • 

Final /tl/ and /kl/ are in free variation: /'botl, 
'bokl/ 'bottle', /'pttl, 'ptkl/ 'pickle'; etc.4 

/t/ appears as [£2] before /0/ in /8ttO/ 'eighth'. 

/t/ may optionally be realised as [£2] before syllabic 
/1/, e.g. [lospt~12f] 'hospital'. 

1. See section 5.5.13.6. for further details. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.L~.6. for the nasal release of /dl. 
3. Cf. section 5.5.4.6. for the lateral release of /dl. The 

realisation of /t/ as [2] before [t] may be heard some~imes 
~rom younger speakers. 

4. Cf. section 5.5.5.6; there is a parallel case of free 
variation between /dll and /gl/: cf. sections 5.5.4.6. and 
5.5.6.6. 
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/t/ is not audibly released before other consonants 
in final clusters, e.g. [1.t'2s] 'it's'. It often 
serves as the glottalic element in final clusters. l 

Examples: /~:nts/ 'ounce'; /tw~lt(f)es/ 'twelfths'; 
/b~:nts/ 'bounce'; /~lts/ 'else'; /alte/ 'health'; 
etc. 

/t/ is used in final clusters with both positive and 
negative forms of the second person singular interrogative 
of modal or auxiliary verbs: [k'an2t'] 'can thou?'; 
~k're~t'] 'can't thou?'; [Ivvre~ttt'] 'weren't thou?'; 
etc. /t/ may also result from a final /d/ in clusters 
due to the influence of the definite article or the 
preposition to: [J~:nd] 'round', cf. [J~:ni2] 'round 
the; round to'. In such cases [~] might occur instead 
of [f2] if the next word begins with a voiced consonant. 2 

/t/ occurs in final clusters after In, 1, e(~) and m/,3 
where many other varieties of English have /q/. The 
forms in question are often preterites or past 
participles, but by no means always so,4 nor are they 
always monosyllabic. 5 Examples: /'~1.(j)e(r)nt/ 
'ironed'; /'wonbe(r)t/ 'wondered'; /tl1.G(r)t/ 
'cleared'; /'kobe(r)t/ 'cupboard'; /ft~(r)t/ 'feared, 
afraid'; /rt~(r)t/ 'reared'; /smtG(r)t/ 'smeared'; 
/tStG(r)t/ 'cheered'; /ont/ 'hand'; /f1.1t/ 'filled'; 
/k1.lt/ 'killed'; /tSa1.lt/ 'child'; /'boge(r)t/ 
'buggered'; /lrnosge(r)t/ 'mustard'; /bnbe(r)t/ 
'hundred'; /'9~:z(e)nt/ 'thousand'; /blatnt/ 'blind'; 
/bt'(j)a1.nt/ 'behind'; /'mtzlt/ 'mizzled'; /ftGlt/ 
'field'; /ti:mt/ 'teemed, poured'; /Iapmt/ 'happened'; 
/nt~lt/ 'knelt'; /So:mt/ '(a)shamed'; /tlatmt/ 
'climbed'; /'ratlt/ 'rattled'; /'fri:tnt/ 
'frightened'; etc. 

1. Cf. subsection 4 above for the same use of /t/ in medial 
clusters. 

2. Cf. subsection 5 above. 
3. Wright, J. (1905: 7, 233) only states "after 1, n, r.". 
4. Cf. Hargreaves (19C4: 69), Wright, J. (1905: 233). 
5. Wright, J. (1905: 7) emphasises such occurrences in 

monosyllable3, but p. 233 (section 303) gives 1 as a reflex 
of ME 9. in words of more than one syllable. 
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Further interesting occurrences of It I in final 

clusters: IY:Stl 'hush!'; /krakt/ 'crooked'; 
lwonstl 'once'; /me:nt/ 'must not'; and, in free 
variation with /dnt/: /wontl 'wouldn't'; lkont/ 

'couldn't'; ISanti' shouldn't'. 

It I is often elided in final clusters. l Examples: 
I'o:fn/ 'often'; ISre:fs/ 'shafts'; I'tnne/ 
'isn't her (she)?'; /'we:ni:/ 'weren't (wasn't) he?'; 
ldos 'wane/ 'does thou want to?'; Ifet las emf 
'for to last them'; /e:f pas fOdl 'half past four'; 

Isof mtkl 'soft Mick'; /lre:s ni:t/ 'last night'; 
loe 'kadn ek'spekt tt/ 'thou couldn't expect it'; 
/'e:kraf ferl 'aircraft for'; lIef legz/ 'left 
legs'; Itn fak If/ 'in fact'; Ipatn II I 'pint'; etc. 

It/ appears to be elided most readily after In, f, s/. 

5.5.3.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) The dialect has initial /s8r, 8r/ and medial /s8r, 
8r, (t)8e(r), 8tk/ in correspondence with RP 
Istr, tr, t8(r), ttk/. There is therefore no 
possibility of a unit phoneme Itrl in the dialect. 

(b) Dialect /tSI corresponds to the RP initial 
cluster /tj/. 

(c) Itll and Ikl/, which are in free variation in 
the dialect, correspond initially to RP Ikl/. 

(d) Itll and /kl/ are in free variation in the dialect 
medially and finally, and correspond to both RP 

Itl/ and Ikl/. 

(e) /t/ features as a glottalic element in medial 
and final clusters on a more extensive basis 

than it does in RP. 

1. Cf. subsection 5 above; sections 5.5.4.5. and 6; and 
Gimson (1974: 294-9). 
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(f) Some cases of .the elision of /t/ medially, finally, 
and in final clusters, are more typical of the 
dialect than they are of RP. Examples: /'plcnt/ 
'plenty'; /'wantd/ 'wanted'; /'lcmt/ 'let me'; etc. 

(g) The distribution of allophones is different in the 
dialect. Note especially: the more extensive use 
of [t] in the dialect, and its occurrence in free 
variation with /r/ in some contexts; the use of 
geminated variants; the existence of a final 
ejective variant; the use of [£2]; the use of 
[t C , th] medially and finally. 

(h) Dialect /t/ corresponds to RP /d/ finally, or in 
final clusters after /1, m, n, e(r)/. The total 
number of words involved is considerable. l 

(i) Dialect /t/ results from /d/ finally and in final 
clusters under grammatically defined conditions. 
The grammatical features involved are the definite 

article, the preposition to, and ~ in certain 
interrogative forms. 

(j) Dialect /t/ corresponds to RP /tS/ in /skrat/ 
'scratCh'; /fot/ 'fetch'; /stt/ 'such'. 

(k) Dialect /t/ occurs in: /lat/ 'lath'; /d3et/ 'jerk'; 
/bre:et/ 'bathed'; /krokt/ 'crooked'; /wonst/ 
'once'; /Y:St/ 'hush'; /.polt'(j)ant/ 'polyanthus'. 

(1) /t/ does not occur in /'brskfos/ 'breakfast'. 

5.5.3.8. Modification: 

Phonetically, /t/ remains generally the same, except 

that it tends not to be geminated word-medially. Sometimes 

an articulation with the tip of the tongue is heard, which 

1. See subsections 5 and 6 above for examples. 



occasionally sounds slightly retracted - but this is not 

a regular reature. 

With reference to subsection 7: 

Section (a) /9/ --> /t/. 

Section (b) ItS/is retained on the whole, but there is 
increased use of /tj/. 

Section (c) The rree variation tends to be retained. 

Section ( d) The free variation tends to be retained. 

Section (e) As in the dialect. 
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Section (f) Generally as in the dialect, as long as the style 
remains casual. Otherwise, add /t/ in many cases. 

Section (g) Generally as in the dialect, except that word
medial geminates tend not to be used. 

Section (h) /t/ --> /d/. 

Section (i) /t/ may be used under the influence of the 
derinite article, or the preposition 1£, but not 

thou. 

Section (j) /t/ --> /tS/. 

Section (k) The forms /lat/, /,poltl(j)ant/, /d3et/, /ba9t/ 
(the last with a shortened vowel) are retained. 
/krokt/ may become /lkrY:ktd/. 
/vr.)nst/ --> /wons/. 

/Y:St/ --> /oSt/, or /oS/. 

Section (1) Add /t/, although it is subject to elision. 
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/d/ is a lenis, alveolar plosive which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. Initial and final /~ 

are subject to devoicing. The position of the lips is 

conditioned especially by a following vowel or semi-vowel. 

/d/ sometimes occurs when /z/ is to be expected, especially 

in rapid speech, and under conditions of weak stress /~, /z/ 

and /r/ can be difficult to distinguish. An example of 

/d/ in place of expected /z/ is [1~~d2:pt2] 'wasn't'. 

The distribution of /~, like that of /t/, is restricted 

if viewed comparatively.l This is due to the dialect's use 

of initial and medial /Or/ and unaccented /(d)oe(r)/, where 

RP, and many other varieties of English, use /dr/ and /dG(r)/ 

respectively. The possibility of treating /dr/ as a unit 

phoneme does not arise in the dialect,which has the combination 

/0 + r/, the latter element being realised as [~J or [rJ. 

5.5.4.2. Initial /d/: 

/dog/ 'dog'; /don/ 'press, urge (a person); /dant/ 

'a kind of coal dust'; etc. 

5.5.4.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/~ does not feature very strongly in initial clusters. 
/dw/ is used, but only in a few words, e.g. /'dw\ndl/ 
'dwindle'. /dj/ is rare, the dialect usually having 
/03/. 2 RP /dr/ corresponds to /Or/ in the dialect. 

1. Cf. section 5.5.3.1. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.8.7(a). Similarly /tj/ is rare - cf. 

section 5.5.3.7(b). 



/dl/, however, may be used in the dialect in free 
variation with /gl/, e.g. /d1as, glas/ 'glass'. 
This parallels the occurrence of /tl/ and /kl/ in 
free variation. l /d/ in the combination /dl/ is 
laterally released. 

5.5.4.4. Medial Id/: 

411. 

/~ occurs medially between vowels, and in the environ
ment of consonants. It is sometimes geminated, and 
is not audibly released before a following consonant -
nor, generally speaking, before a following semi-vowel 
in the next syllable. Examples: /'fratddt/ 'Friday'; 
/Ikoddtn/ 'pretending, hoaxing, deliberately misleading'; 
/'blcdoe(r)/, /'bladoe(r)/ 'bladder' (cf. for some 
speakers /'blaoe(r)/, /Iblcoe(r)/ 'blather, blether'); 
/Iladoe(r)/ 'ladder' (cf. /'laoe(r)/ 'lather'); 
/'bandtn/ 'string'; /'mtdltn/ in the expression 
fair to middlin' 'moderately well'; /'sadnts/ 

'sadness'; etc. 

/dl/ and /gl/ are in free variation: 
/'mtdltn/, /'mtgltn/ 'middlin"; /' wt d1tn/, /'wtgltn/ 
'wiggling'~ etc. 2 The same variation occurs in final 

clusters too. 3 

Dialect /Or/ and /(d)oe(r)/ correspond to /dr/ and 
4 /da(r)/ respectively in RP and many other accents. 

Medial /~ is prone to elision, as is medial /t/,5 
especially after /n/ (as also in final clusters).6 
Examples: /'cnlts/ 'endless'; /'gron,fe:oe(r)/ 
'grandfather'; /'lanloa(r)d/ 'landlord'; /'watntn/ 

1. Cf. sections 5.5.3.3. and 5.5.5.3. 
2. Cf. the medial free variation between /tl, kl/ - sections 

5.5.3.4. and 5.5.5.4. 
3. Cf. subsection 6 below. 
4. Cf. the use of the voiceless dental fricative in correspondence 

to /t/ in RP and many other accents - sections 5.5.3.4 and 
5.5.11.4. 

5. Cf. section 5.5.3.4. 
6. See subsection 6 below. 



'winding'; /'fr~nl\/ 'friendly'; /'p~neltn/ 

'Pendleton'; /'wone(r)~ 'wondered'; 
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/'lan,ro:ve(r)/ 'Landrover'; /'9anertn/ 'thundering'; 
/,one(r)'ston/ 'understand'; etc; and - before In! -
/'~e(r)nert/ 'ordinary'; /dtnt/'didn't'; ISanti 
'shouldn't'; etc. /'ttlzlt/ 'Tyldesley'. 

Assimilation of /n! to a following bilabial may be 
additionally noted: /'wtmblo:n! 'wind-blown'; 
/'gr~m,maoe(r)/ 'grandmother'; etc. 

Preglottalisatlon of medial /dJ, 01 takes the form 
of [J2] in words such as /'ftdd3tt/ 'fidget'; 
/'badd3e(r)/ 'badger'; /l mt dd3tt/ 'midget'; 
/'S3Ydoe(r)/ 'shoulder'; /'p~:doe(r)/ 'powder'; etc. 

5.5.4.5. Final /dL: 

ISi:d/ 'saw'; /bt'ko:d, e'kod/ 'because'; /sO:d/ 
'so that'; /dtd/ 'did'; etc. 

If /r/ 1s not pronounced, /d/ may occur finally in 

words such as /'o:ked/ 'awkward', but such use of /d/ is 

considerably restricted in the traditional vernacular of the 

Farnworth area due to the occurrence of final /e(r)t/, e.g. 

/'o:ke(r)t/ 'awkward,.l 

Final /d/ may assimilate to /b/ or /g/ before /p, b, m/ 

or /k, gl respect1vely,2 and 1s geminated before a homorganic 

consonant at the beginning of the next word, and sometimes 

before a vowel or hesitation. Before /9, 0/, the suspended 

/~ has a dental articulation. /d/ is not audibly released 

before a following consonant, nor - generally speaking - before 

1. See subsections 5 and 6 of section 5.5.3. for further 
examples. 

2. Likewise final /t/, section 5.5.3.5. 
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a following semi-vowel. Sometimes there is no audible release 

before a pause. otherwise, when released, final /d/ is 

usually devoiced, and a very slight delay in the release is 

sometimes suggestive of a trace of glottal constriction. 

Final /d/ is fully voiced when the release is accompanied by 

a parasitic schwa: ['~ntIJo:d8] 'anyroad, anyhow'; [j~dh8] 

'head'. The release of a final /~ may be accompanied by a 

degree of aspiration or affrication. 

Final /~ is subject to devoicing, or may become 

/t/, under the influence of the preposition to, the definite 

article, and the second person singular interrogative of modal 

or auxiliary verbs. 

of final /t/. l 
This matter is treated in the discussion 

5.5.4.6. In Final Clusters: 

/d/ occurs in the final clusters: /bd, dz, gd, dJd, 
md, nd, Id, vd, ~d, zd, ngd, dst, ndz, ndJd, nzd, 
Idz, IdJd, lmd, Iv~. Of these, /md, nd, l~ are 
restricted because of the tendency to use /mt, nt, It/ 
respectively.2 Furthermore, in the case of /ld/, 
the dialect does not always have the /1/ which would 
be present in many other accents of English: /b3Yd/ 

'bold'; /f3Yt/ 'Fold'; etc. 

Examples: /robd/ 'rubbed'; /sodz/ 'suds'; /bag~ 
'bagged'; /dJodJd/ 'judged'; /ti:md/ 'teemed, poured'; 

/i:nd/ 'end'; /swtld/ 'swilled'; /lov~ 'loved'; 
/SY:~~ 'soothed'; /pl~zd/ 'pleased'; /bang~ 

'banged'; /mtdst/ 'midst'; /i:ndz/ 'ends': /tndJd/ 

1. See section 5.5.3.5. for details. 
2. See section 5.5.3.6. for examples. 
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'hinged'; /tlenz~ 'cleansed'; /flaldz/ 'fields'; 
/boldJd/ 'bulged'; /f~lm~ 'filmed'; /solvd/ 
'solved'; etc. 

/dJd/ corresponds to the RP cluster /3~. 

Final /dn/ occurs widely, and the /d/ is nasally 
released [~], except in the words /'gro:(r)dln/ 
'garden' and /'mld~n/ 'midden', and /'be(r)nd~n, 
'be:(r)nden/ 'Burnden'. In the combination /dl/, 
the /d/ is laterally released, [drt]. 
Final /dl/ and /gl/ are 'in free variation: l /'snodl, 
·snogl/ 'snuggle'; / spre d 'i: dl/ 'Spread Eagle I ; 

/Ir~glz/ 'riddles'; etc. 

/d/ can occasionally appear in final clusters when 
there is glottal constriction, e.g. [m~zdz] 'mills,.2 

/~ in final clusters may be devoiced, or may become 

/t/ under the influence of the preposition to, the definite 

article, and the second person singular interrogative of modal 

or auxiliary verbs. 3 

Negative forms of the modal and auxiliary verbs occur 

both with and without a /d/ in the final cluster: /Ikodnt, 

kont/ 'couldn't'; /'adnt, anti 'hadn't'; etc. 

/d/, like /t/, is often elided in final clusters.4 

Examples: /ston It/ 'stand in the'; /3Ynz/ 'hounds'; 
/'ee:zenz/ 'thousands'; /wont/ 'wouldn't'; /d1.nt/ 
'didn't'; /kont/ 'couldn't'; /f1.alz/ 'fields'; etc. 

Again, a preceding /n! appears to be the most 
influential factor in the environment. 

1. Cf. the free variation between /dl/ and /gl/ medially 
(subsection L~) and initially (subsection 3) above; and further, 
the free variation between /kl/ and /tl/ - sections 5.5.5. and 
5.5.3. 

2. Cf. the occurrence of /t/ in final clusters, section 5.5.3.6. 
3. Cf. section 5.5.3.6, and similarly section 5.5.3.5. 
4. See section 5.5.30. 
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5.5.4.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) The dialect uses /Or/ initially and medially in 

correspondence to RP /dr/, and unaccented /(d)oe(r)/ in 

correspondence to RP /d8(r)/. There is therefore no 

possibility of a unit phoneme /dr/ in the dialect. 

(b) Dialect /dJ/ corresponds to the RP initial 

cluster /dj/. 

(c) /d1/ and /gl/, which are in free variation in 

the dialect, correspond word-initially to RP /gl/. 

(d) /dl/ and /gl/ are in free variation in the 

dialect medially and finally, and correspond to both RP 

/d1/ and /gl/. 

(e) Some instances of the elision of /q/ medially 

and in final clusters are more typical of the dialect than 

of RP. Examples: /'90ne(r)/ 'thunder'; /ston tt/ 'stand 

in the', etc. 

(r) The traditional dialect often has /t/ in final 

clusters after /m, n, 1, e(r)/ in correspondence to RP /q/. 

(g) /d/ finally, or in final clusters, is subject 

to devoicing, or may become /t/ under the influence of the 

definite article, the preposition to, or the second person 

singular interrogative of modal or auxiliary verbs. 

(h) Dialect /q/ occurs in: /bt'ko:d, e'ko:q/ 

'because'; /so:d/ 'so that', and in various preterites and 

past part1cip1es wh1ch are weak: /s1:d/ 'saw, seen'; 

/gro:d/ 'grew, grovm'; etc. 

(1) /d/ is not present in the preterites and past 

participles: /bon/ 'bound'; /fon/ 'found'; /vron/ 'wound', 

nor in /ba\g3Y/ 'by God!'. 



5.5.4.8. Modification: 

Phonetically /~ remains the same, apart from a 

reduction in the number of medial geminates. 

With reference to subsection 7: 

Section (a) /Or/ --> /dr/; /(d)oe(r)/ --> /de(r)/. 

Section (b) /d3/ is retained on the whole, but there is 
increased use of /dj/. 

Section (c) The free variation tends to be retained. 

Section (d) The free variation tends to be retained. 
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Section (e) /d/ is added to forms such as /'90ne(r)/ 'thunder'; 
/'wone(r)/ 'wonder'; etc. However, in some other 
forms /d/ remains prone to elision, as in RP. 

Section (f) /t/ --> /d/. 

Section (g) /t/ may be retained under the influence of the 
definite article or to, but not of thou. - -

Section (h) /d/ --> /z/ in because and so that. 

/d/ may be retained in some weak past forms. 

Section (1) /on! --> /e:nd/ (= still broad) 
--> /3Ynd/ (= modified). 

5.5.5.1. 

/k/ 1s a fortis velar p10sive which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. 

5.5.5.2. Initial !k!: 

The lip position is influenced by the following 

vowel. Also, there are front, central and back variants 

of /k/ which are determined by the front, central and back 
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positions respectively of the following vowels. Of these 

variants, the back variant is rather distinctive, and I have 

Quite often been induced to transcribe a uvular stop [q] 

before /0/ and - to a lesser extent - /0:/. The variant 

[q] has a parallel variant [G] under the phoneme /g/,l but 

the fortis uvular stop is the more common of the two. 

Accented initial /k/ is aspirated, eke] and sometimes [kh]. 

[q] is not noticeably aspirated. Examples: 

[*titph] 'keep'; [k'C:k']'~ = turn 
up (of a cart)'; [k'o:mz] 'combs'; 
[Qvm] 'come'; [Q~t] 'cut'; [qo:t] 
'cote'; etc. 

Initial /k/ is only slightly aspirated in a word such as 

construction, as the main word stress does not fallon the 

first syllable. 

5.5.5.3. In Initial Clusters: 

The lip position is determined by a following vowel 

or semi-vowel. /k/ may be front before /1/, and the clusters 

/tl/ and /kl/ are in free variation. 2 There is a parallel 

case of free variation between /gl/ and /dl/. 3 /k/ is 

relatively unaspirated when it follows /s/. /k/ occurs in 

the initial clusters /kl, kr, kj, kw, sk, skr, skj, skw/. 

For /skl/, see section 5.5.19.3. Examples: 

/klE:m/ 'die of hunger'; /kri:p/ 'creep'; /kjy:t/ 
'cute'; /kwe:(r)/ 'Queer'; /skratk/ 'weep'; 
/'skjy:we(r)/ 'skewer'; /skwCtS/ 'squash'; etc. 

1. Cf. section 5.5.6.1, 2. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.4.3. 
3. Cf. sections 5.5.6.3. and 5.5.4.3. 
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5 • 5 • 5 .4 . I',J e d i a 1 !k/: 

Previous observations concerning the lip position, 

aspiration, front-back articulation, and !~ in clusters 

apply to medial /k/ too. Medial /k! between vowels is 

often geminated. /k/ is not audibly released, [f2], 

before a syllable commencing with a consonant. Examples: 

/'wekk1.n/ 'working'; /' w1.kln:nd/ 'week-end'; 
/'lokk1./ 'lucky'; /'sekkel/ 'circle'; /'tekkt/ 
'turkey'; /' s kra1.k1.n/ 'crying'; !'81.nk1.n/ thinking; 
/'bolk1./ 'bulky'; ['lo:q~zz] 'localS'; etc. 

Example of /tl, kl/ in free variation: /'ratltf, 

'rakl1.f! 'Radcliffe'. The variation betw'een /kl/ and /tl/ 

in final clusters, below, may also be construed as occurring 

"medially" in a sense, in that lei, /0/ may be interposed 

between /k/ and /1/; more obviously medial occurrences of 

/kl/ in free variation with /tl/ are: /'mankl,pi:s/ 

'mantlepiece'; /'d3€nk(e)lt/ 'gently'; /'pttltn/ 'pickling'; 

etc. 

5.5.5.5. Final !k!: 

/k€k/ 'turn up (of a cart)'; /skratk/ 'weep'; 
/bo:k/ 'baulk'; etc. 

Variants: 

(a) [f2]: before a word beginning with a consonant, 
including the semi-vowels. A common variant, with 
no audible release.' It may also occur before a 
pause, or even - occasionally - a vowel. 
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(b) 
rx 

[k ],[X]: Some speakers use more affricated or 

(c) [k] 

(d) [k],[q]: 

fricative variants than others. They 
are, however, not a strong feature of the 
dialect. Examples: [ vro: (X] 'walk'; 
[ter~kX] 'track'; [l§o~X] 'like'; 
[lao ~X] 'like'; [JOkX] , rock'; etc. 

[q] occurs after /0/, /0/, and to a lesser 

extent /0:/, /0:/, and a following back 
vowel at the beginninG of the next word 
constitutes an appropriate environment, 
when supplementary to the first consideration. 
Examples: [p'lV2~,] 'pluck'; [dO~X] 
'dock'; [Ido~~n] 'dock and'; 
[lVq '~~t] 'luck happened'; etc. 

(e) [k'],(kh]: Aspiration of final plosives is common, 
and is occasionally heavy, e.g. [bakh

] 

(f) [ike]: 

(g) [k']: 

'back'. 

Preglottalised and released with aspiration, 
or sometimes affrication. Very common variant, 
e.g. [ly:2kC ] 'look' • ..., 
A genuinely ejective release of /~ is 
not unusual, e.g. [w\k'] 'week'. 

(h) Geminated: Final /k/ geminates readily before a hesitation 
or a word beginning with a vowel, or /k, g/, 

(1) 

e.g. /e wtk ke 'fratddt/ 'a week on Friday'. 
The phonetic form of the geminate is 
[lZkl] • 

Before a word beginning with a front vowel. 

5.5.5.6. In Final Clusters: 

/k/ occurs in the final clusters: /kt, ks, nk, lk, sk, 

kts, kst, ksG, nkt, nkO, nks, lkt, lks, skt, sks/. Vlith 



regard to /nk8/, length and strength are often pronounced 

with /n8/. /kts/ is usually realised as /ks/ in running 

speech. /sks/ may be realised as such, or as [s:J. 

Examples: 
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/ltkt/ 'beat'; /stks/ 'six'; /stnk/ 'Sink'; /mtlk/ 
'milk'; /rtsk/ 'risk'; /akts/ 'acts'; /akst/ 
'asked'; /stks9/ 'sixth'; /wtnkt/ 'winked'; 
/1~nk8/ 'length'; /tanks/ 'tanks'; /mtlkt/ 'milked'; 

/stlks/ 'silks'; /rtskt/ 'risked'; /wtsks/ 
'whisks'; etc. 

Final /tl/ and /kl/, the latter sometimes containing 

a vowel, are in free variation: 

/'bokl/ 'bottle'; /'s~klzl 'Settles'; /'Sokl/ 
'shuttle'; /'rakl/ 'rattle'; /'ltkl/ 'little'; 
/'f~kl/ 'fettle, repair'; /'8rokl/ 'throttle'; 
/'tkl/ 'it will'; etc. /'atl/ 'hackle'; etc. 

Similarly, final /dl/ and /gl/ are in free variation. l 

5.5.5.7. Qomparative Distribution: 

(a) Contrast the position of /k/ in dialect /aks/ 

'aSk', /akst/ 'asked'. 

(b) Corresponding to RP /&1: /'altke(r)/ 'alegar, 

vinegar'. 

(c) The'dialect does not use /k/ in /ve:rtS/ 'ache,;2 

/'bl£gbrt/ 'blackberry'; /'bl~gbe(r)nI 'Blackburn'. 

(d) Dialect /tl/ or /kl/ corresponds medially and 

finally to RP /tl/ and RP /kl/.3 

1. Cf. section 5.5.6.6. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.7.7(f). 
3. Cf. subsections 4 and 6 above. 



(e) Dialect /tl/ or /kl/ corresponds initially to 

RP /kl/. l 
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(f) On the distribution of allophones, note dialect 

[q], and the greater range of final variants. 2 

(g) In the dialect, length and strength more often 

have /nO/ - cf. RP /~kO, ~O, n9/. 

5.5.5.8. Modification: 

Use of [q] is diminished, especially if a speaker uses a 

more centralised form of /0/. Medial geminates are less 

frequent. With regard to subsection 7, the free variation 

in the use of /tl, kl/ described in (d) and (e) is often 

retained; /aks/ --> /ask/; /'altke(r)/ is' not used in 

modified speech, nor is /v~:(r)tS/; /g/ --> /k/ in blackberry 

and Blackburn. 

5.5.6.1. 

/g/ is a lenis velar plosive, which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. /g/ is subject to 

initial and final devoicing. As with /k/, the lip position 

for /g/ is conditioned particularly by a following vowel or 

semi-vowel. 3 Similarly, a following vowel conditions the 

front, central or back quality of /g/,4 and there is an 

1. Cf. subsection 3 above. 
2. Cf. subsections 2, 4 and 5 above. 
3. Cf. sections 5.5.5.2 - 4. 
4. Cf. sections 5.5.5.2. and 4. 
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allophone [G], which is parallel in its form and distribution 

to the [q] allophone of /~,l although the latter seems to 

occur with greater frequency. 

5.5.6.2. Initial /g/: 

[~]: before a front vowel or /j/.2 

[g]: before a vowel in the mid region. 

[g],[G]: before a back vowel. Examples: [go: ] 
t go' ; [Gam] 'gum'. 

Examples of initial /g/: 
/'gtnl/ 'entry, alley'; /~b/ 'mouth'; 
/'~bt~ 'fool'; /go:p/ 'stare'; 
/' go :k1.n/ 'idiot'} etc. 

5.5.6.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/gl, gr/. /gw/ is not an initial combination in the 
dialect, unless resort is had to names of 

Vlelsh origin.3 /gj/ is marginal.4 Examples: 
/'gltme(r)/ 'glimmer'; /gla~ 'glad'; 
/gr~1.t/ 'great'; /gre:/ 'grey'; etc. 

Initial /gl/ and /dl/ are in free variation. 5 

/g/ is realised as [~] in the cluster /gl/. 

The situation is exactly parallel to that of 
initial /kl/ and /tll. which occur in free 

° to 6 varla lone 

1. Cf. sections 5.5.5.2, 4 and 6. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.22.3(e). 
3. Cf. section 5.5.20.3. 
4. Cf. section 5.5.22.3(e) 
5. Cf. section 5.5.4.3. 
6. Cf. section 5.5.5.3. 
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5.5.6.4. 1.Tedial /eI: 

The general pattern of variants follows that given 

in subsections 1, 2 and 3 above. /g/ is not audibly released, 

i.e. [g2] when the next syllable begins with a consonant, 

e.g. Medial /g/ may be geminated. 

Examples: 

/'ftnge(r)/ 'finger'; /'bange(r)/ 'banger'; 
, / I cg' zakl t/ 'exactly'; /'cgzam/' exam' ; 

/'wogduV 'Walkden'; /'blagbe(r)n! 'Blackburn'; 
/'blagbrt/ 'blackberry'; /ldJoggtn/ 'jogging'; 
/'sogge(r)/ 'a large, heavy person/thing (e.g. 
a blow)'; /'poggtn/ 'raiding, stealing'; etc. 

Medial /g(o)l/ occurs in free variation with /dl/, as 

also in final clusters. l This is parallel to occurrences of 

/kl/ and /tl/ in free variation. 2 Examples: 

/'pcngoltbcrt/ 'Pendlebury'; and - word-medial 
as far as the /g/ is concerned - /'sptngol/ 'spindle'; 
/'wtdltn/ 'wiggling'; etc. 

5.5.6.5. Final /eI: 

/dJ:Jg/ 'dog'; /e:g/ 'hake'; /ptg/ 'pig'; etc. 

The most common final variant is [g] if a word is 

pronounced in isolation. [g2] occurs before a word beginning 

with a consonant, and sometimes before a pause. Final /g/ 

may geminate before a hesitation, or a word beginning with a 

vowel or /k, g/. [~] may occur before a word beginning with 

1. Cf. subsection 6 below. 
2. Cf. sections 5.5.5.4. and 6. above. 
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a front vowel. [E], or even [G], occurs after a back vowel. 

[ I"g"t] .' an affricated variant occurs sometimes, more so with 

some speakers than others. There is sometimes a perceptible 

slight delay in the release of final /g/: this seems to be 

due to a slight suggestion of glottal constriction preceding 

the release of the plosive. Final /g/ is also sometimes 

released with a rather lax kind of aspiration. Sometimes a 

trace of a parasitic schwa accompanies the release. 

In Final Clusters: 

lng, gd, gz, ngz/. 

/ganed/ 'ganged'; 
etc. 

Examples: /rtng/ 'ring'; 
/stngz/ 'sings'; Idogz/ 'dogs'; 

Final /dl/ and /el/ are in free variation,l although 
/dl/ 1s the more common. Examples: /'bonglz/ 'bundles'; 

/'rtglz/ 'riddles'; /'ongl/ 'handle'; /'gtdl/ 

'giggle'; etc. 

5.5.6.7. Compnra t i vc...12.!..§Elbution: 

(a) Dialect Ing! corresponds to RP I~/ and I~g/ in 

word-medial pos ition in the word stock comInon to the two 

varieties. 

(b) Dialect /~2 or lugl corresponds to RP /~/ in 

word-final position: Istngj 'sing'; /'stngt~ 'singing'; etc. 

Final dialect In/ - chiefly in present participles - corres

ponds to NS Ing! or /n/. 

1. Cf. sections 5.5.486. and 5.5.5.6. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.18. 



(c) Initial dialect /gl/ or /dl/ corresDonds to 

RP /gl/.l 
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(d) Medial and final dialect /dl/ or /gl/ corresponds 

to RP /dl/ and RP /gl/. 2 

(e) Re the distribution of allophones, note the 

existence of [OJ and the range of final variants.3 

(f) Dialect /g/ corresponds to RP /k/ in: /'wogdtn/ 

'Walkden'; /'blagbe(r)n! 'Blackburn'; /'blagbrt/ 'blackberry'; 

/e:gf 'hake'. 

5.5.6.8. Modification: 

Uses of [a], and of medial geminates, are less common. 

With reference to subsection 7 above, 

-> 

Section (a) /ng/ is retained. 

Section (b) /ng/ is retained; /n! is retained, or 

/ng/.4 

Sections (c), (d) The free variation between /gl/ and 

/dll is largely retained. 

Section (r) /g/ --> /k/. 

/tS/ 1s a fortis, palato-alveolar affricate which 

occurs initially, medially and finally within the word. [tsJ 

is occasionally encountered where /sl would be expected, e.g. 

1. Cf. subsection 3 above. 
2. cr. subsections 4 and 6 above. 
3. Cf. subsections 1, 2, 4 and 5 above. 
4. See further section 5.5.18.8. 
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[ I tS~~l1.n] 'swelling'. However, speakers reject such forms 

when confronted with them, and they would appear to be deviant _ 

whether due to age, false teeth, or whatever, is difficult to 

say. 1 

5.507.2. Initial !tS!: 

!tSok/ 'chuck, throw'; /tSoft! 'chuffed, proud, pleased'; 
/tS£lp/ 'talk' (perjorative); /ltSampje~ 'champion, fine, 
marvellous'; /tSap/ 'Chap'; /'tSare,bangz/ 'char-a-bancs'; 
etc. 

5.5.7.3. In Initial Clunters: 

None. 

5.5.7.4. Medial ItSL: 

Medial /tS/ is usually strongly preglottalised. The glottal 
stricture takes the foro of [£2]. The release of the /tS/ 
is thus delayed, just as the release of fortis stop consonants 
is delayed when they are geminated in word-medial position: 
[If¥·~~ts~n] 'fortune'; [lbo~Se] 'butcher'; [,~i2~sa 
'my: We] 'Halshaw lJoor'; ['1.t2tS1.z] 'itches'; ['VI1. tSet'] 
'wet-shod'; ['bJsnt2 tS1.z] 'branches'. etc. ~ 

'-' 

5.5.7.5. Finnl !tS!: 

/si:tS/ 'seek, look for'; /slotS/ '(slush, sludge), mUd'; 
/wre:(r)tS/ (if /r/ is not pronounced) 'ache'; etc. Final 
/tS/ is also usually preglottalised: ['J~d1.2JS] 'radish'; 

1. See further section 5.5.15. 
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~ 

['k'ab1. 2tS] 'cabbage'; [IJOb1.itsJ 'rubbish'; 
[ 'p' '"'J' 2 t S ]' . d ' t v .. porr 1 ge ; e c. 

v 

5.5.7.6. In Final Clusters: 

/r, II and I~ may precede /tS/ in rinal clusters. 
Examples: Iwre:(r)tSI (if /r/ is pronounced) 
'ache'; IkatStl 'caught'; /bcltSt/ 'belched'; 
/W1.ntStl 'winched', etc. /tS/ in final clusters 
may also be preglottalised: [bC~2tSJ 'belch'; 

'" [v~n:2tS] 'wenCh' (note the lengthening of /n1). 
'" 

5.5.7.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) /t + jl does not normally occur in the dialect, 
and words such as fortune are usually pronounced 
with /tS/. 

(b) Gimson notes that "some speakers" omit the stop 
element in the cluster /ntSI. 1 The dialect of 

2 Farnworth and district always retains it. 

(c) In words of French origin, which are recent loans, 
the dialect uses ItSI rather than lsi. There is 
a parallel phenomenon in the case of /dJ/.3 
Examples: /d3ytS/ 'douche'; l'tSare,bangz/ 
'char-a-bancs'; /'tatSe,ke:s/ 'attache case'. 

Cd) Corresponding to RP lSi. See also the words in 
subsection (c). /'rad\tSI 'radish'; /'robttSI 
'rubbish'; l'altS1. mY~(r)/ 'Halshaw Moor'; and 
perhaps IslotSI 'mud', cf. RP slush. 

1. Cf. Gimson (197h: 176). 
2. Cf., however, Hargreaves (1904: 71, section 80). 
3. Cf. section 5.5.8.7(b). 
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(e) Corresponding to RP /d3/: /'porltS/ 'porridge'; 
/'kabttS/ 'cabbage'; and perhaps /slotS/ 'mud', 
cf. RP sludge. 

(f) Corresponding to RP /k/: /si:tS/ 'seek, look 
for'; /~:(r)tS/ 'ache', cf. RP work. l 

5.5.7.8. Modification: 

The phonetic quality of /tS/ remains the same, 

including its tendency to be preglottalised in medial and 

final positions. In section 7, the status of /tS/ in 

subsections (a), (b) and (c) remains the same; in sub

sections (d), (e) and (f), /tS/ is replaced by lSi, /d3/, 

/k/, as appropriate, except in the word slutch, which 

remains extremely common, and in the word warche, which is 

not used in modified speech. 

/d3/ is a lenis, palato-alveolar affricate, which 

occurs initially, medially and finally within the word. 

Initial and final /d3/ are subject to devoicing. 

5.5.8.2. Initial /d3L: 

/d3e:d/ 'dead'; /d3e:e/ 'death'; /d3e:f/ 'deaf,;2 
/1d3yarln! 'during'; /ld3y:tt/ 'duty'; /'d3tge(r)/ 

1. Cf. Hargreaves (19~+: 73). 
2. The forms /dtad/, /dta8/ and /dtaf/ are perhaps the most 

common. /dje:~, /dje:e/ and /dje:f/ also occur. 
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'jigger = extra bus running between two scheduled 
buses'; /1d.3anek/' jannock = f'air'; /'d.3;:>se(r)/ 
, josser' • 

5.5.8.3. In Initial Clusters: 

None. 

5.5.8.4. Medial /d3/: 

Usually preceded by very slight glottal stricture, 
[2],WhiCh would Generally appear to be of' a [d2]
quality: [lm~d2d.3~z] 'midges'; [lbad2d33:Z] 

~ --
'badgers'; etc. 
Further: /lpr~s,w~d.3tz/ 'Prestwich's'; /ltnd3en! 

'engine'; /'spad3e(r)/ 'sparrow'; /e'd.3~nt/ 'against 
the'; etc. 

/I n;:>r1.d.3/ 'Norwich'; /be:d.3/ 'beige'; /'kamo,f'lre:d.3/ 
'camouflage'; /'gar1.d.3/ 'garage'; /'mer1.d.3/ 'mirage'; 
/';:>rtd3/ 'Horwich'; /' ske:(r)mtd3/ 'skirmish'; etc. 

Final /dJ/ may be very slightly preglottalised. The 
greater the degree of' glottal stricture, the greater 

the degree of devoicing. 

5.5.8.6. In Final Clusters: 

/r, n, 1/ may precede /d3/: /tSre:(r)d3/ 'charge', 

with the /r/ pronounced; /tSe:ndJ/ 'change'; 
/1.n'dold.3/ 'indulge'; /dtnd3d/ 'dinted, dented'; etc. 

5.5.8.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) Except when unstressed with a following /e/ or /0/, 
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e.g. /,tndt'vtdjel/ 'individual', and except in 
/djSd/, /djS8/ and /djS~/,l /d + j/ is unusual 

in the dialect which normally has /dJ/, e.g. 
/'djy:tt/ 'duty', more o~ten /1d3y:t~/. 

(b) In words o~ French origin, which are comparatively 
recent loans, /dJ/ occurs ~inally. Final/3/, 
used by some RP speakers and educated speakers, 
is impossible. 2 /lgartdJ/ 'garage'; /'mer~d3/ 
'mirage'; /be: d.3/ 'beige I; /, kama I flre: d.3/ 
'camouflage' • 

(c) Corresponding to RP /tS/ in some names ending 

in -wich: /'ortd.3/ 'Horwich'; /'nor~d.3/ 

'Norwich'; /'prsslwtd.3tz/ 'Prestwich's'. 

(d) Corresponding to RP /d/: /d.3sd/ 'dead'; /d.3sf/ 
'deaf'; /d.3s0/ 'death'. 

(e) Note also: 
ponding to 
ponding to 

5.5.8.8. Modification: 

/'ske:(r)n~d3/ 'skirmish', corres

RP lSi; /e'd3sn/ 'against', corres
RP /g/. 

Phonetically, /d3/ remains the same. In subsection 

7, words in subsections (c), (d) and (e) take the same 

phonemes as in RP. r/ords in subsection (b) retain /d.3/. 

In respect of subsection (a), /d3/ remains prevalent in 

words such as duty, but /d + j/ can occur in modified speech. 

1. cr. section 2 above, including the footnote. 
2. Cf. section 5.5.7.7(c). strang (1974: 29) feels that 

/'grern:3/ is gaining ground, and that /'grer~d3/ is 
increasingly non-standard. 
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/r/ is a rortis, labia-dental rricative which 

occurs initially, medially and rinally within the word. 

5.5.9.2. lEitial If!: 

/re:/ 'ugly, roul'; /rt~(r)t/ 'arraid'; /'retl, 
rekl/ 'rettle, condition en); repair (v)'; 
/fo:k/ 'folk, people'; etc. 

5.5.9.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/fl/, /fr/, /fj/, and perhaps /sf/. Examples: 
/flY:/ 'influenza'; /flagz/ 'paving stones'; 
~lomokst/ 'flummoxed, bothered, worried'; /'fri:t~ 

'frighten'; /fjynV 'fuel'; etc. On the possibilities 
of /sr/, see section 5.5.13.3. 

5.5.9.4. 11edial/r!: 

/'nefjY:/ 'nephew'; /rt1fjY:z/ 'refuse'; /1k3yrtn/ 

'coughing'; /'t3yft/ 'toffee'; /'tSi:flt/ 'chiefly'; 

/'d;:,:fe(r)/ 'doffer'; /'3Yfe~ 'Westhoughton'; etc. 

5.5.9.5. Final If!: 

/d3Yf/ 'dough'; /t3Yf/ 'tough'; /k3Yf/ 'cough'; 
/13Yf/ 'laugh'; /;:':f/ 'off'; /d;:,:f/ 'doff'; etc. 
/f/ can result from the assimilation of final /v/ 
to a following fortis consonant. l Final /f/ may 
be geminated before a hesitation. 

1. See section 5.5.10.5. 



5.5.9.6. In Final Clusters: 

Ilf, ft, f8, fs, Ifs, f(t)s, f8s/. 
/ry:fsl 'roofs'; If~f8/ 'fifth'; 

Examples: 
/aftl 'haft, 

432. 

handle'; 1' 3 Yfn/ 'Westhoughton'; /golfl 'golf'; 
/twCl(t)(f)8/ 'twelfth'; lafts/ 'hafts, handles', 
but /fts/ is usually Ifsl, especially in running 
speech; Igolfsl 'gulfs'; /twClf8s/ 'twelfths'; 
etc. /f/ is not always present in final clusters 
before lei: [f~2es, fte:s] 'fifths'; [t'~~~~es] 

v 
'twelfths'. 

5.5.9.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) Possible omission of If/ before lei, as explained 
in subsection 6. 

(b) The dialect has 11'1 in /d3Yfl 'dough' and 1' 3 Yfn/ 
'Westhoughton' • 

(c) The dialect does not have If I in: l'ankttSel 
'handkerchief'; /m~'scll 'myself', and likewise 
in thisel', 'isseI', 'ersel', itsel'; /'be:ltl 

'bailiff'; I,bom'be:ltzl 'bum-bailiffs'. 

(d) Dialect /fsl in /Y:fs/ 'hoofs, hooves' sometimes 

contrasts with Ivzl in RP. 

5.5.9.8. Modification: 

Phonetically speaking, there is no perceptible 

modification of If I. Distributionally, If I disappears 

from the words in subsection (b) of the preceding section, 

and is introduced into those words in subsection (c). 
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5.5.10.1. 

/v/ is a lenis labio-dental fricative which occurs 

initially, medially and finally within the word. /v/ is 

subject to devoicing in initial and final positions. 

5.5.10.2. Initial /v/: 

/'v.re:(r)nte(r)/ 'very near, nearly'; /vCkst/ 
'vexed'; /' vart / 'very'; etc. 

5.5.10.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/vj/ only, e.g. /vjy:/ 'view'. 

5.5.10.4. Medial Lvi: 

l'rtve(r)/'river'; /lntve(r)1 'never'; /se'vta(r)/ 
'severe'; /'wctve(r)/ 'weaver'; etc. 

5.5.10.5. Final Lvi: 

/o:v, e:v, re:vl 'half'; /ko:vl 'calf'; /tv/ 'if'; 
/lcv/ 'leave'; etc. 

/vl before fortis consonants ~ assimilate to If/,l 
but is more often realised as [V]. These two general 
observations apart, the word if is sometimes pronounced 
Itf/ in any environment. Similarly, the words for 
~ can all appear with Iff, i.e. /o:f, e:f, re:f/, 
although these forms are less usual than those with 

/v/. Final/vi may be geminated before a hesitation. 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 182). 

r 
( 
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5.5.10.6. In Final Clusters: 

/lv, vd, VZ, Ivd, IVz/. Examples: /dovz/ 'doves'; 
/Ii:vnz/ 'evens'; /ltv~ 'lived'; /'Sovl/ 'shovel'; 
/'l£vl~ 'levelled'; /solvd/ 'solved'; /dt'zolvz/ 

'dissolves'; etc. /0/ or /e/ may occur 
between /v/ and /1/. 

5.5.10.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) /v/ is present in dialect /o:v, e:v, re:v/ 'half', 
/ko:v/ 'calf'; /tv/ 'if'. It corresponds to RP Iff. 

(b) /v/ is not present in the following dialect forms: 
1 2 /e/ 'of'; fa, re:/ 'have'; /re:(r), £:(r)/ 'ever'; 

/g\/ 'give,;3 /gt, gtn, gtd, gan/ 'gave, given'; 
/y:n/ 'oven'; /oo(r)/ 'over'; /n:e:(r), m::(r)/ 

( ... , 
'never'; /re:(r)'scl/ 'ourselves'; /je'scl/ 'your-

~ A 

selves'; /Oe~ s£l/ 'themselves'. Note also the 
following forms of the reflexive which appear to be 
intermediate between the dialectal forms just given, 

l'f") 

and more modified forms ending in -/s£lvz/: /3ya~s£lz/ 
(,..) (t') 

'ourpelves'; /je~ s£lz/ 'yourselves'; /Oe~ se:lz/ 
'themselves'. 

5.5.10.8. Modification: 

Phonetically there is no discernible modification of 

/v/. In the words in subsection 7, /v/ --> Iff in subsection 

(a), except in the case of If; /v/ is introduced into the 

words in subsection (b), but not in the case of £! on many 

occasions, and not always in the case of ~, or even never 

and~, which are very common words. 

1. /v/ often occurs before a vowel, but is by no means compulsay, 
e.g. [~n ~ re:Jz] 'one of ours'. 

2. V'le are not dealing here with the elision of /v/, when the 
word is unaccented, as described for RP by Gimson (1974: 182). 
In the d~a~ect, the infinitive a~g pre~ent n~ryiciple may occur 
without IV/ when stressed, e.g. La,mon a:tt1 J I must have it~ 

3. Hargreave~ (1904: 66, sleGtiond173)tV~it~s that /ftv/ Qccurs especIally before a vowe 1n A lng on dt~le~tA h~s 1$ not 
1ih~ caje ln !"arnw9rth.) Examples: 19tJtt J, 1ge"'\. 'J 'glve It'; 
1ge"~z 'give us ~= me '. + 
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5.5.11.1. 

18/ is a rortis dental fricative which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. It is usually realised 
"8 t' as [8], but sometimes variants such as [£9], [~ ], [~8], [~] 

and [t] are round. None of these is environmentally 

conditioned, and they occur interchangeably, although 18/, 10/ 

may present difficulties of articulation, more so in some 

contexts than others,l or perhaps - one might add - to older 

speakers. The pronunciation of these sounds could well be 

affected by false teeth. Although Farnworth /8/ is used 

extensively in correspondence to It I in many other varieties 

of Enelish (/Oram/ 'tram'; /s9rok/ 'struck' ; /' mage(r)/ 

'matter' ; l'bctge(r)1 'better' J etc.), I can see no case ror 

treating variants such as [~] as realisations of a It/ 

phoneme (on those occasions when they are used where [8] is 

normal): the regular variant is without doubt [0], and 

informants state that the sound is "not 't'" but "tth,,,.2 

Thus, a word such as ~ is phonemicised IOri:/ ~ there are 

no systematic distinctions whatsoever between pronunciations 

or tree and three. 

The distinction /0/ J 101 carries a very low runctional 

load in RP and many other varieties or English. In the 

dialect of Farnworth and district, however, the runctional 

load of this distinction is much heavier. Examples: 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 184). 
2. Cf. Hargreaves (19C1+, 5f, 67-9), who distinguishes [t], 

[~], [~] and [d], [~], [b]; cf. also Sie13 (1929: 129). 



'trip' /erlp/ f /Orlp/ 'drip' 
'try' /er8l/ f /Or8l/ 'dry' 
'train' /ere:n/ f /Ore:n/ 'drain' 
'thigh' /eal/ f /Oat/ 'thy' (stressed) 
'thrill' /8rtl/ f /Ortl/ 'drill' 
'matter' /Imaee(r)/ ;i /'maoe(r)/ 'Mather' 
etc. 
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The lip position is inrluencEdby a rollowing or preceding 

vowel. 

5.5.11.2. Initial lei: 

[e] Examples: 
/e1.n/ ' thin' ; 
etc. 

/9at/ 'thigh'; /8onk/ 'think' (joe.); 
/91.nk on/ 'think on, remember'; 

5.5.11.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/e/ occurs in the initial clusters jeri, /9w/ and /s9r/. 

/9r/ is used much more than in RP, whilst or course /s9r/ is 

not used at all in the Standard language. /ej/ does not 

appear to be used in the dialect. Examples: 

/Ovvre: (r)t/ 'thwart'; /9rtm/ 'trim'; /19ravel/ 
'travel'; /eri:/ 'tree; three'; /erotS/ 'push'; 
/erak/ 'track'; /ere: d/ 'trade'; /9ram/' tram' ; 
/ero:/ 'throw; delay'; /Or8p/ 'argue, contradict'; 
/seratd/ 'stride'; /s9rong/ 'strong'; /ser8ngj 
'string'; /s9r8lt/ 'straight'; /'s9r8tSe(r)/ 
'stretcher'; etc. 

/e/ occurs medially between vowels, and in the environ
ment or consonants. In addition to occurring as in RP, 

1. The description or medial /0/ closely parallels that of 
medial/9/. See se~tion 5.5.12.4. for details. 
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medial /0/ occurs in the clusters /9r/ and /s9r/, whilst 

dialect medial /(t)ge(r)/ corresponds to RP /t8(r)/. The 

only exceptions are grammatically defined,l being the 

comparative forms of a number of adjectives: /'li:te(r)/ 

'lighter'; /'bri:te(r)/ 'brighter'; etc. Contrast, 

however, /'swi:tOe(r)/ 'sweeter'; /'fre:sge(r)/ 'faster'; 

etc. Note also /'bctge(r)~ 'better', although this is, of 

course, an irregular comparative. It is probably not widely 

knO'.'/ll that /8/ may correspond to the /t/ of RP and other 

varieties of English before unaccented /\k/: /'p1re:s9\k/ 

'plastic'; /'~:s9tk/ 'mastic'. Some speakers use /t/, 

however. Zxamples of medial /9/: 

/'fcnOe(r)/ 'fester'; /'stsge(r)/ 'sister'; 
/'masOe(r}t/ 'mustard'; /'kloOe(r)/ 'fall'; 
/'klaGe(r)/ 'hit'; /'mage(r)/ 'matter'; 
/'scOe(r)d\/ 'Saturday'; /'oaOertn/ 'gutters'; 
/'skaOe(r)/ 'scatter'; /'vtOrel/ 'vitriol'; 
/'jcOe(r)/ 'dragonfly'; /'we:ee(r}/ 'water'; 
/'kre:Oe(r)/ 'creature'; /'kwatge(r)/ 'quarter'; 
/'bctOe(r)/ 'better'; /'d3YtGe(r)/ 'daughter'; 
/'botGe(r)/ 'butter'; /'~:t0e(r)/ 'alter'; 
/'~kOe(r)/ 'doctor'; /'konOrt/ 'country'; 
/'\sOr\/ 'history'; /'~sOrtlz/ 'nostrils'; 
/e'8rakttd/ 'attracted'; /' jon.::;s8e(r)/ 'youngster'; 
/ck'sOri:m/ 'extreme'; /'p~:s8tk/ 'plastic'; 

/'mm:sOtk/ 'mastic'; etc. 

Occasionally, /t/ is optional before /0/, e.g. /'kre:(t)ge(r)/ 

'creature,.2 

1. This llluntrates the point that the preparation of linguistic 
descriptions is not a purely linear process - cf. Pike 
(1973: 115). 

2. Cf. section 5.5.3.4. 



5.5.11.5. Final /8/: 

Examples: /be8/ 'birth'; /pe8/ 'Perth'; /VlOe/ 
'worth'; /pn:e/ 'path'; /bs:e/ 'bath'; etc. 
Note especially /let8/ 'Leigh'. 

5.5.11.6. In Final Clusters: 
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/e/ occurs in the ~inal clusters /pe, te, me, ne, 
18, fO, et, es, pes, tes, ks8(s), nk9(s), nte(s), Ife(s), 

18s, fes/. Examples: 
/depo/ 'depth'; /len(k)e/ 'length'; /twcl(f)e(s)/ 
'twelfth(s)'; /ft(f)e(s)/ 'fifth(s)'; /v~:(r)m(p)e/ 

'warmth'; /ten(t)e(s)/ 'tenth(s)'; /ale/ 'health'; 
/~:9t/ 'bathed'; ;bm:Os/ 'bathes'; /ette(s)/ 
'eighth(s)'; /stkse/ 'sixth'; etc. In a word such 
as Ethel, 101 or /el 1s usually heard between /e/ 
and /1/. 

5.5.11.7. Comn~rRtive Distribution: 

(a) Dialect fOri, in addition to corresponding to RP 
/Or/, corresponds to RP /tr/ initially and medially. 
fOri is therefore used much more extensively than 
in RP. 

(b) Dialect /oOr/ corresponds initially and medially to 
RP /str/. 

(c) Dialect l(t)Oe(r)/ corresponds to RP unaccented 
/to(r)1 in a large common word stock, except in the 
conparative forms of some adjectives, as defined in 

subsection 4 above. 

(d) Dialect /01.k/ corresponds to RP unaccented /t1.k/. 

(e) In the light of (a) and (c), and the occurrence of 
10/ in contexts where RP and many other varieties of 
English have /~,l the ~unctiona1 load carried by the 
distinction /0/ ~ 10/ is relatively heavy in the dialect. 

1. See section 5.5.12. 
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(f) Dialect /9/ cor~esponds to RP zero in /1~l8/ 'Leigh'. 

(g) Dialect /9s/ corresponds to RP /Oz/ in /ri:9s/ 
'wreaths'. 

5.5.11.8. Modification: 

/e/ does not modify phonetically, but distributional 

modification is considerable. With reference to subsection 

7, 

5.5.12. 

Section (a). fOri --> /tr/ 

Section (b) /s9r/ --) /str/ 

Section (c) /(t)ge(r)/ --) /te(r)/ 

Section (d) /9lk/ --) /tlk/ 

Section (e) The functional load is sharply reduced 

Section (f) )9/ --) zero 

Section (g) /9s/ tends to be retained. 

5.5.12.1. 

/0/ is a lenis dental fricative which occurs initially, 

medially and f1nally within the word. It occurs in both 

initial and final clusters. Initial and final /0/ are 

subject to devoicing. The usual realisation of the phoneme 

is [0] in all ponitions (disregarding possible devoicing), 

but - as in the case of /0/1 - variants such as [~], [~], 
~ ~ [a ], [ 0] and Cd] are sometimes encountered. Again, possible 

difficulties of pronunciation must be borne in mind, and 

1. Cf. section 5.5.11.1. 



again I can see no case for attributing variants such as 

[~] to a /d/ phoneme. 
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The lip position for /0/ is influenced by a preceding 

or following vowel. The relatively heavy functional load 

of the opposition /e/ j /0/ was observed and illustrated 

in section 5.5.11.1. 

5.5.12.2. Initial JOZ: 

/Oen/ 'then'; /Oe:/ 'thou'; /Oat/ 'that'; /Oem! 
'them; those'; /Oy:z/ 'those'; /O\e(r)/ 'there'; 
etc. 

5.5.12.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/Or/. Examples: /O~:ft/ 'draught'; jOroe(r)z/ 
'drawers'; /Or\nk/ 'drink'; /Oret/ 'dry, thirsty'; 
/Oregz/ 'dregs'; etc. 

10/ occurs medially between vowels and in the environ

ment of consonants. In addition to occurring as in RP, 
medial 10/ occurs in tl,e cluster /Or/, whilst medial 
/(d)oe(r)/ corresponds to RP /do(r)/ in a very large 
common word stock, again with the grammatically defined 
exceptions, however, of comparative forms of adjectives. l 

The lenia dental fricative is much rarer than the fortis 

in comparative forms, and nearly all have /d/, e.g. 
/'rede(r)/ 'redder', but cf. /'sadoe(r)/ 'sadder' from 
some ini'ormants. 

Occasionally /~ before /0/ is optional - see the 
words rrlllrder and shoulder, for instance, in the examples 
which follow. 2 Otherwise /~ occurs in some words 

1. Cf. section 5.5.11.4. 
2. Cf. sections 5.5.4.4, 5.5.11.4 and 5.5.3.4. 



441. 

be~ore /0/, and not in others. Note the minimal 
pairs: 'bladder' /'bladae(r)/ ~ /'blaoe(r)/ 'blather'; 

and 'ladder' /'ladoe(r)/ ~ /'laoe(r)/ 'lather'. 
Examples o~ medial /0/: /'bl£doe(r), 'bladoe(r)/ 
'bladder'; /'ladoe(r)z/ 'ladders'; /'adoe(r)/ 'adder'; 
/'plodoe(r) lo:n/ 'Plodder Lane'; /'wre:(r)oro:bz/ 
'wardrobes'; /'wonoe(r)z/ 'vronders'; /'onoe(r)/ 
'under'; /'lo:n'or£ts/ 'launderettes'; /'onoe(r)t/ 
'hundred'; /'bro:oj£d/ 'broth-head = ~ool'; 
/, s1.noe( r)/ 'c inder' ; / I danOro1'/ 'dandru:r1"; /' 0: art/ 
'Audrey'; /'oG(r)oe(r)/ 'order'; /'me:(r)(d)oe(r)/ 
'murder'; /'S3YOe(r), 'S3Ydoe(r), 'S3Yloe(r)/ 'shoulder'; 
/'s1.oe(r)z/ 'SCissors'; /'laoe(r), 'looe(r)/ 'lather'; 
/'spa1.oe(r)/ 'spider'; /'m£1.oe(r)/ 'moider, pester'; 
etc. 

5.5.12.5. Final /0/: 

/Sy:o/ 'soothe'; /smy:o/ 'smooth'; /be:o/ 'bathe'; 
etc. 

5.5.12.6. In Fin~l Clusters: 

/Od,oz/. Examples: /Sy:od/ 'soothed'; /smy:ozl 
'smooths'; etc. 

/dol might be added on the strength 01' /wtdo/ 'width', 
but the word is often pronounced /vntO/. j~mez), 

on(z), ol(z)/ are possible clusters in running speech, 
but /0/ or / e/ tend3 to occur between /0/ and a 
1'ollowing nasal or liguid. 

5.5.12.7. Cornnnr~tive Distribution: 

(a) Dialect /Or/ corresponds to RP /dr/ initially and 
medially. 

(b) Dialect /(d)oe(r)/ corresponds to RP /dG(r)/ in a 



large common word stock, except under the grammatical 

conditions given in subsection 4 above. 

(c) Dialect 10/ corresponds to RP /z/ in /'stoe(r)z/ 
'scissors' • 

(d) The dialect does not have /0/ in /tlY8z/ 'clothes'. 

5.5.12.8. ITodification: 

There is no modification to the phonetic quality of 

/0/. Distributiona1ly, however, modification is considerable. 

With reference to subsection 7 above: 

Section (a) /Or/ --> /dr/ 

Section (b) /(d)oe(r)/ --> /de(r)/ 

Section (c) 10/ --> /z/ 

Section (d) /tlY8Z/ --> /klo:oz/, although 10/ is 
still prone to elision. 

5.5.13.1. 

/s/ is a fortis alveolar fricative which occurs 

initially, medially and finally. It sometimes has a 

slightly palatal quality, [sS] - more so with some speakers 
1 than others. 

5.5.13.2. Initial lsi: 

/'scOe(r)dt/ 'Saturday'; /'stot/ 'see thee'; 
/'somot/ 'something'; etc. 

1. See further section 5.5.15.1. 

-



Initial /s/ in context may be realised as a [is] 
affricate after a word ending with an alveolar 
consonant: [won ,tsande o

] 'one Sunday'; and -similarly in /tnt 'smtot/ 'in the smithy'; 
/Iadnt si:n/ 'hadn't seen'; /atd Isy:ne(r)/ 

'I'd sooner'; /bo:t so:/ 'boat so', etc. 

Note also: [I:s~:] '[Does thou] see?' 
[ II ['slm] 'the same' 

and - without apparently indicating thou or ~ -
after a pause 

,[ II :sr: ~ I] 'so' 

5.5.13.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/sp, st, sk, sm, sn, sl, sw, spl, spr, spj, stj, 
skr, skj, skw, serle Examples: /spctk/ 'speak'; 
/'stct(j)el/ 'steal'; /sktn/ 'skin'; /Ismtot/ 
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'smithy'; /sntg/ 'eel'; /slang/ 'slang'; /swtm/ 
'swim'; /splctS/ 'splash'; /sprcd/ 'spread'; 
/spjy:/ 'spew'; /stjY:/ 'stew'; /skro:p/ 'scrape'; 
/Iskjy:we(r)/' 'skewer'; /skWC1.S/ 'squash'; /s8rong/ 
'strong'; etc. 

/sf/ is a possible conbination - I have no words 

such as sphere in my corpus, but I see no reason why 
a dialect'speaker should not use such a word, given 
an appropriate context. /sj/ is not used, and words 
which have this cluster in RP have /s/ or /S/ in the 
dialect. /str/ is not used either, for the dialect 
has /sOr/. On the possibility of /skl/, see section 
5.5.19.3. /or/ is a possible alternative to /Sr/, 
e.g. /lsropSe(r)/ 'Shropshire,.l 

5.5.l3.1.~. I.!edlnl Is/.: 

/s/ occurs medially between vowels where it may be 
geminated, and in the environment of consonants. 

1. Cf. section 5.5.15.3. 
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Examples: /'ore:se(r)/ 'dresser'; /'koss1.n/ 'cursing'; 
/l aks1.nz/ 'askings'; /'pe:s8e(r)/ 'pester'; 
/'p1EJ:s81.1c/ 'plastic'; etc. 

Again /sj/ does not occur. The dialect has /s8r/ 

again ror RP /str/, and /s8/ for RP /st/ berore 
/e(r)/ and unstressed /1.k/: /rd1.s ' erakSon/ 'distrac
tion'; /Imcsee(r)/ 'mister'; /'pLre:s81.k/ 'plastic'; 
etc. 

/s/ may be preceded by glottal stricture in medial 
clusters, e.g. [lran: t2s1.] 'fancy'. The same 

phenomenon can result in /s~'s being realised as a 
[£s] affricate, e.g. ['dgn:~S1.n] 'dancing'. 

5.5.13.5. Fin!11 lsi: 

/co/ 'ash'; /nes, nos/ 'nurse'; /pes/ 'purse'J etc. 

Final /s/ may be geminated occasionally. It may 
also assimilate to /S/ berore /j/, and especially 
/S/.l 

5.5.13.6. In Final Clusters: 

/ts, po, ks, n(t)s, Is, fs, Os, sp, st, sk, pst, 
pOs, tOs, kst, ksO, mps, nts, nes, nst, nks, Ips, 

Its, lks, Irs, lOs, 1st, fOs, spt, sps, skt, sks/. 

/dst/ is possible: /mtdst/ 'midst', although the 
word io not common. /pts, kts, fts/ should possibly 
bc added to this list. /pts, kts, rts/ are unlikely 
to occur in running speech, but when a word is 

pronounced in isolation, or with especial clarity, 
they are perhaps just possible: 
/pto/ is usually /ps/ 

/kts/ is usually /ks/ 
/fts/ in usually /fs/. 

1. cr. section 5.5.15.1 and 5. 
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Ispsl may occur as such, or as [s:J 

Istsl normally occurs as [s:]: [n}:s:] 'nests'; 
[p'o:s:] 'posts'; etc. /sts/ may also be realised, 
however, as -/stz/, e.g. I'krostzl 'crusts' (or as 
-/ztz/: I'ni:ztzl 'nests,).l 

/sks/ may occur as such, or as [s:]. 

Isml is not likely to occur without at least a trace 
o~ an intervening vowel, e.g. ['gn[d2]sOm] 'handsome'. 

/sns/ and /nsl occur, but are often /snts/ and /ntsl 
respectively, with the result that pairs such as 
sense ~ scents are not always distinguished. The 
same may be said of RP. 2 

RP /mpts/ is more likely3 to be Imps/ in the dialect. 

RP ISnsl has as the usual dialect equivalent 
/Sen(t)s, Son(t)s/. 

Some examples of lsi in final clusters: /ri:es/ 
'wreaths'; laksl 'ask'; I'fas~ ([Ifgs~]) 'fasten'; 
/rtsks/ 'risks'; /\ronst/ 'once'; lere:pstl 'trapsed'; 
etc. Other examples will be found under the consonants 

with which lsi combines. 

Further final clusters are Isn(t)s, sn, snz, snt/. 

These may occur as clusters of consonants, but there 

is often a suggestion of lei or 101 - usually the 

latter - between the /sl and /n/. 
RP has the clusters /sl, slz/. Again, in the dialect, 
there may be a suggestion of 101 before /1/, although 
[x] itself has the vowel resonance of 10/: it is 
therefore not easy to decide between [xJ and [ox]. 

I 

1. Children having difficulty with the combination /sts/ and 
pronouncing it as -/stzl are sometimes made aware of the 
problem with the rhyme: /'gO:stz I Irontn op IPO:stz I 
wt 'krostz t De(r) 'ftstzl 'Ghosts, running up posts, with 
crusts in their fists'. 

2. Cf. Gimson (1974: 187). 
3. It is dif~icult to be thoroughly explicit: the differences 

between clarity norms and words in continuous speech are 
sometimes considerable. 
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/t/ and /d/ are nasally released and form the clusters 
/tn(t)s/, /dn(t)s/. The It I in brackets represents 
an element of glottalisation which can be quite strong 
in a word such as riddance. 

Final lsi, usually at the end of a final cluster, 

is sometimes "missing", and the same may be said of final 

/z/.l By "missing" I mean not present when one would expect 

it to be present - from the point of view of the dialect 

system, and not of any other. In other words, I am not 

alluding to instances such as /ty: wtk/ 'two weeks', which 

are perfectly regular dialect forms. Consider, however: 

a) /v~n ev tz 'ko:tn Sop we(r)t/ 'One of his calling 

shop[s] was the ••• ' 

b) Ie lo:d e brtk on/ 'a load of brick[s] on' 

c) /vn oi: z brtk/ 'with these briclc[s]' 

d) Anent/ 'menace' 

e) let 'woGlwek/ 'at Wallwork[ 's] t 

There are problems here for the analyst. If the similar 
2 examples under Iz/ are consulted too, it will be seen 

that Is, z/ are sometimes "missing" under the following 

conditions: 1) on plurals; 2) on genitives; 3) on verbs; 

4) as the final letter of the stem of a word. The chief 

problem lies in deciding whether we are dealing with errors, 

ellipses or with low-frequency grammatical phenomena. 

Condition 4), as exemplified by form d), smacks of an error 

pure and simple. However, 1), 2) and 3) cannot be so lightly 

dismissed, as it is conceivable that they - or that some of 

1. See section 5.5.14.6. 
2. See section 5.5.14.6. 
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them - are remnants o~ some older stage o~ the dialect. 

I am unable to resolve these matters satis~actorily here. 

5.5.13.7. Comnarative Distribution: 

(a) Initial and medial clusters. l 

(b) Final clusters. 2 

(c) Final lsi is ~ound in the dialect in I~sl 'ash'; 
/aks/ 'ask'. 

(d) Final /s/ occurs as the ending ~or the second person 

singular in the present tense, e.g. /O~: wants/ 
'thou wants'. 

(e) In certain plurals: /Y:~sl 'hoo~s'; /ri:9s/ 
'wreaths'. 

(~) Is/ is not present in the dialect in: /stn/ 'since'; 
I~o:k/ '~olks' (in the sense o~ people in general; 
with this meaning, ~inal /s/ is used in some varieties 
o~ English, but in the dialect it is optional). 

(g) Is/ is not present in the dialect in a number o~ 
plural ~orms o~ the type: /ty: mon81 'two months'; 
Ifatv wtk/ '~ive weeks'; etc. 

(h) Further investigation of "missing" final lsi might 
or might not yield ~urther points o~ comparative 
interest. 

5.5.13.8. Modi~ication: 

Phonetically, Is/ remains the same. The initial and 

medial cluster Is8rl --> /str/. Medial /s81 before le(r)/ 

or Itk/ --> /st/. Medial Is/ is less likely to be geminated. 

1. Cf. subsections 3 and 4 above. 
2. C~. subsection 6 above. 
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With reference to subsection 7, Ics/ is not used 

in modified speech, and /aks/ --> /ask/. 

Section (d) --> you + want, etc. 

Section (e) /s/ is probably retained 

Section (f) /s/ tends to be added to Istn/ 

Section (g) /s/ may be added, but forms without it 
are common in modified speech. 

/z/ is a lenis alveolar fricative which occurs 

initially, medially and finally within the word. In 

initial and final positions it is subject to devoicing. 

Iz/ is in free variation with /s/ in /'krcznt/ 'crescent'; 

I'vaze,li:n/ 'vaseline'; /'vrczlt/ 'Vlesley'; /'prczvn.d31.z/ 

'Prestwich's'; /'me:(r)ze,ra1.z~ 'mercerised'; /'rcfjY:z/ 

'refuse' (n). 

5.5.14.2. Initial /z/: 

/ztp/ 'zip'; /'zcbre 'kr~:s1.n/ 'zebra-crossing'; 
/'z1.gzag/ 'zigzag', etc. 

5.5.14.3. In Initial Clusters: 

Hone. 

5.5.14.4. Medial /z/: 

/z/ occurs medially between vowels, where it may be 

geminated, and in the environment of consonants. 
In some words it is in free variation with lsi. 



Examples: /'btzt/ 'busy'; /'rlozze(r)/ 'bobbin 
or spindle on which the thread is overrlowing or 
spilling over etc.'; /'ganzt/ 'cardigan'; and, 
in rree variation with lsi: /'we:zlt/ 'Vlesley'; 
/'vaze,li:n/ 'vaseline'; etc. 

5.5.14.5. Final /z/: 
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/'kostz/ 'costs'; /laStZ/ 'asks'; /pe:tz/ 'peas'; 
/ne:tz/ 'noise'; etc.; and, in free variation with 
lsi: /'re:fjY:z/ 'refuse' (n). 

Curiously, final /z/ is in free variation with /d/ 
in /Oe: nO:d/ 'thou know~'; /z/, /d/ and zero are 
in rree variation in /e'ko(:)z, bt'ko(:)z/ 'because'. 

Final /z/ may assimilate to /3/ before /S/ and /j/, 
and it may geminate berore a hesitation, a word 
beginning with a vowel, or /z/. 

5.5.14.6. In Final Clusters: 

/z/ occurs extensively in final clusters: /bz, dz, 
gz, mz, nz, lz, vz, oz, zd, ndz, nzd, lbz, ldz, lmz, 
lnz, lvz, ngz/. In clusters where /z/ precedes a 
nasal (/zm(z), zn(d, z)/), /e/ or /0/ mayor may not 
intervene. Vmen /lz/ follows one or more consonants 
(/plz, bIz, tlz, dlz, klz, glz, tSlz, d3lz, mlz, nlz, 
9lz, olz, slz, vIz, flz, Slz, mplz, mblz, ndlz, ntlz, 
nklz, nglz, stlz/), the /1/ has the resonance of /0/, 
and /01/ would seem to be an e~ually appropriate 
phonemicisation, except with /tlz, dlz, ndlz, ntlz/ 
where It, d/ are clearly laterally released. In 
/zl(z, d), zml/, I tend to hear /0/ before /1/. 
In /tnz, dnz/, the plosives are nasally released. 
/fnz, vnz, snz, Snz, 3nz, onz, znt, 
as clusters, or may contain Ie, 0/. 
in final clusters: /robz/ 'rubs'; 

zndz/ may occur 
Examples of /z/ 

/ltdz/ 'lids'; 
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/bagz/ 'bags'; /balbz/ 'bulbz'; /ftlmz/ 'films'; 
/stngz/ 'sings'; etc. etc. Further examples will be 
found under the consonants with which /z/ combines. 

As in the case of /s/,l /z/ is sometimes »missing M • 

/e'k~(:)z/ and /bt'k~(:)z/, in addition to having forms 

with /d/, have forms without a final consonant, e.g. 

[bt'k,~2t{2] 'because it'. Such forms occur quite often. 

Beyond the word because, however, there are rather more 

marginal cases. Again, I exclude the regular formation of 

certain plurals, e.g. /Ieettt jeer)/ 'thirty year~'. 

Examples: 

/e'b~:t oi:z tatm/ 'about these time[s], 
/ltSamptO~ 'Champion['s], 
/' vr.:>d1.ngton/ 'Waddington[' s]' (somewhat modified form) 

lOt wer re:(r)d tatm/ 'they were hard timers]' 
/w~n o~ orag tm ~:t/ 'when thou drag[s] him out' 

5.5.14.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) The dialect uses /stz/ quite often in correspondence 
to RP /sts/, both for plurals and for the second and 
third person singular ending on verbs: /'kros1.z/ 
'crusts'; /'k~stz/ 'costs'; etc. Note also 
/l as1.Z/ 'asks' corresponding to RP /sks/. 

(b) The dialect uses /z/ as a verb ending on the second 
person singular present, e.g. IO~ komz/ 'thou comes'. 

(c) /z/ occurs in free variation with /s/ in the words 
listed in subsection 1 above. 

(d) /z/ does not always occur in the dialect in because. 

1. See section 5.5.13.6. 
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(e) Izi does not occur in certain plural ~orms: 
leri: matll 'three miles'; I'eett\ jeer)1 'thirty 

years'; I'ftft\ 'bandll 'fifty bundles'; jeri: lo:dl 
'three loads'; etc. 

(f) Further investigation of "missing" /z/ might or 
might not yield further points of comparative 
interest. 

5.5.14.8. r:Iodification: 

Phonetically /zl remains the same. 

is less likely to be geminated. 

With reference to subsection 7 above: 

Medial Izl 

Section (a) --> Istsl or [s:], although children sometimes 
use -/s1.z/ 

Section (b) thou --> you + ~, etc. 

Section (c) Izl might be retained 

Section Cd) Izl is used in because 

Section (e) Izl may be added, but forms without it are 

common in modified speech. 

5.5.15.1. 

lsi is a fortis, palato-alveolar fricative which occurs 

initially, medially and ~inally within the word. lsi is 

sometimes pronounced with a slightly diffuse escape of air 

[sS], and occasionally even as [S]; lsi is occasionally 

pronounced [tSJ or [tS]. In the judgement of informants, 

and that of myself, [S] as a variant of /s/, except when 

final lsi assimilates to lsi before ISI,l and [~S] and 

1. Cf. subsection 5 below. 
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[tsJ as variants of lSi are to be classed as deviant. The 

possible effects of such factors as age and false teeth 

cannot be discounted here. lsi is used in words such as 

tissue (not Is + j/) and ap:prec~ate (not Is + ,,/).1 

5.5.15.2. Initial lSI: 

[S1.i· d] 'shed'; [Sov] 'shove'; IS1.tl 'shit'; 
I'S£p1.1 'sheppy, starling'; I'S£f~1.e(r)1 

'chiffonier'; etc. 

5.5.15.3. In Initial Clusters: 

In the combination ISrl only, e.g. ISr1.mpl 'shrimp'. 
However, it is not unusual to hear Isrl from some 
speakers: [~~mp'] 'shrimp'. 

5.5.15.4. Medial lSi: 

['v,re· iSe~J 'vlashers'; ~e:rreiSe] 'trasher (modified ... 
form) = draught-excluder (perhnps derived from 

threshold)'; ['k'~:San] 'cushion', etc. 
+ 

Medial lsi may be geminated, almost certainly in l't1.SSal 

'tissue'; note also the gemination after the modified vowel 

in l'woSS1.n/ 'washing'. 

5.5.15.5. ~inal IS/: 

l'koe(r)n1.S1 'mantle-piece'; Ikr£1.S1 'crash'; 
Ipy:sl 'push'; etc. 

Final lsi also results from the assimilation of 
lsi to a following lSi. Examples: /01.S Sopl 'this 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 189f). 

I 
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shop'; It90G(r)SSy:1 'the Horseshoe'; Ijy:s Sy:1 
'used to shoe'; etc. 

Final lSI may be geminated before a hesitation, or 

a vlord beginning with lsi or a vovlel, e.g. l'bloSSen/ 
'blush and'. 

5.5.15.6. In Final Clusters: 

lIS, st/. Examples: IkretStl 'crashed'; Iv~lsi 

'Welsh'; etc. In words such as Marshall, there is 
usually an element of lei or 101 between lSi and 
Ill. In words such as mention, there is usually at 
least a suggestion of a vocalic element (lei or 10/) 
between lSi and In/. In words such as French, a 
pronunciation with final InSI is impossible. l 

5.5.15.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) lsi does not occur in dialect lesl 'ash' and I'esol 
'ash-hole', and it occurs in fewer final combinations 
than in RP.2 

(b) lSi occurs in medial positions in words in which 

some accents have Is + jl and Is + I/.3 

(c) Dialect lSi corresponds to RP lsi in l'koG(r)ntSI 
'mantlepiece, cornice'. 

5.5.15.8. Modification: 

I have not noted any particular tendencies for this 

phoneme to modify. The words in subsection (a) of the 

preceding subsection are unlikely to be used in modified 

speech. 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 188). 
2. Cf. subsection 6 above, and Gimson (1974: 188). 
3. Cf. subsection 1 above. 
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5.5.16.1. 

/3/ is a lenis, palato-alveolar fricative which 

occurs medially within the word. To disti~guish /S/ 

and /3/ in RP, Gimson gives the pairs Aleutian (when 

pronounced /G'lju:Sn/) J allusion, and Confucian (when 

pronounced /kan1fju:Sn/) f confusion. l ~~ilst these 

oppositions may be theoretically possible within the dialect, 

they cannot be set up on the basis of the corpus for this 

study. There is, however, one pair of forms which 

distinguishes /S/ from /3/ in the dialect, although not 

in RP: 'thresher, threshing machine I /ler~Se(r)/ f /IOr~3e(r)/ 

'treasure'. 

5.5.16.2. Initial /3/: 

1. 
2. 

Does not occur. 

In Initial Clusters: .............. 

Does not occur. 

/3/ occurs medially between vowels, and is often 
geminated. Examples: /'m~3e(r)/ 'measure'; 
/' V\33e,la\z/ 'visualise'; /'ka33el/ 'casual'; 
/ljY:33el/ 'usual'; etc. In the words casual, 
seizure, usual, etc. /3/ is obligatory in the 
dialect. Forms with /z + j/ are not Possible. 2 

Cf. Gimson 
Cf. Gimson 

(1974: 189). 
(1974: 189), and section 5.5.15.7. above. 
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Does not occur. In words of French origin, where 
some accents have /3/, the dialect uses /d3/, e.g. 
/'mertd3/ 'mirage'. 

5.5.16.6. In Final Clusters: 

/3/ is unlikely in final clusters. 
as vision, /e/ (or /0/) tends to be 
/3/ and /n!. 

5.5.16.7. Comnarative Distribution: 

In a word such 
heard between 

(a) /3/ does not occur initially in the dialect. l 

(b) /3/ does not occur finally in the dialect. 

(c) There is no medial variation between /3/ and 

/z + j/ in the dialect. 

5.5.16.8. Modification: 

There is little modification of this phoneme. However, 

in modified speech there is less medial gemination of the 

phoneme, and the following vowel may be modified, e.g. 

['kca3~'e~] 'casual'. 
+ 

/m! is a voiced, bilabial nasal which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. The allophone [~] 

occurs before If, vi: [so~ fo:k'] 'some folk'; ['b~'fa~\je] 

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 188). 
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'boni'ire', etc. I~ assimilates to Iml berore the same 

two fricat ives, e.g. [de::: 911) 'fro: neG] 'doVln Farnworth' .1 

5.5.17.2. Initial /m/: 

[me::~tC] 'meat, food'; ['me::~o9] 'moider-'; [my:n] 
'moon'; etc. 

5.5.17.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/mj, sm/. Examples: /mjY9l/ 'mule'; 
'smoke'; etc. In the combination Ism/, 
slightly devoiced: [sroY'k] 'smoke'. 

/smY:k/ 
/ml is 

5.5.17.4. Medial Im/.: 

/'wtmbrt/ 'bilberry'; /'re:(r)mta/ 'am I not?' 
/'bomt/ 'boni' ire , (children's word); Iisomot/ 
'something'; etc. Medial Im/ is sometimes 
geminated, e.g. ['w~mmtn] 'women'. 

5.5.17.5. Final 1m!: 

(i) Geminated. A geminate is sometimes heard if the 

next word begins with /m/ or a vowel: [som m¥'e] 
'some more'; [k'omm~:f] 'come Off'; etc. Geminates 
are also possible before a hesitation. 

( ii) 

(iii) 

( iv) 

[m]: [kCy:m] 'came'; [Jy:m] 'room'; etc. 

[11)]: before /f, v/, e.g. [g011Jftr,e] 'gone from'. 

[m
g
]: occasional variant, e.g. [ma·i sam~] 'my Sam'. 

Final I~ may assimilate to /m/ before 1m, p, b/: [worn mon] 

1. This fact appears to be reflected in Charles Allen Clarke's 
(Teddy Ashton's) writings about his birthplace, Tong Fold, 
which appears in the dialect script as Tum Fowt. Hence his 
ramous Tum Fowt Sketches - cf. Clarke (no date). 
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'one man = somebody'; [tm bOt2] 'in but'; [9tm P'~:s] 

'thin piece'; etc. I,rore rarely, /rn/ may be realised as 

/n/ in context: [won 01.] 'home they'. 

5.5.17.6. In Final Clusters: 

/m/ occurs in the final clusters Imp, md, mt, me, 
mz, 1m, mpt, mps, lmd, lmz/. Examples: /'apmt/ 
'happened'; /So:mt/ '(a)shamed'; /w~~e:(r)m(p)e/ 

'warmth'; /dompt/' dumped'; /tSomp/' chump' ; 
}Opm/ 'open'; /ry:mz/ 'rooms'; /f1.lrn/ 'film'; 
/lamps/ 'lumps'; /ftlmd/ 'filmed'; /ftlmz/ 
'films'; /ti:md/l 'teemed, poured'; etc. 

In final clusters, /m/ is syllabic after /p/: 

[Ia~~] 'happen, perhaps'; ['~~] 'open'; etc. 
Note that ['aP2n] and ['~P2n] also occur. Further: • • 
['t'Q~~~] 'twopence'; [Ia~t] 'happened'. 

After fbi, however, note /'rtbtn/ 'ribbon'; /'r~b1.n/ 

'robin'; etc. 

The suffix - ton assimilates to /m/ after bilabials 
in [lkC~~m~~~~d31.Z] 'Crompton Lodges'. I have 
also heard [lsQm~] for 'something', although 

I 

;'SQIJ1Qt/ is usual. 

5.5.17.7. Comparative Distribution: 

(a) Dialect /mt/ corresponds to the RP final cluster /mq/. 

(b) Dialect /m/ corresponds to RP /n! in /'re:rmta/ 
'aren't I?'. 

1. /mq/ is somewhat restricted, however, as the dialect 
sometimes has /mt/ - cf. section 5.5.3.6. 



5.5.17.8. Uodification: 

There is less use of medial geminates. With 

reference to sUbsection 7: 

5.5.18. 

Section (a) Final cluster Imtl --> /md/. 
/m(p)t/ is used in dreamt, however, 
in modified speech as well as in 
dialect. 

Section (b) /nv is retained. 

5.5.18.1. 

458. 

/n! is a voiced, alveolar nasal, which occurs initially, 

medially and finally within the word. In! is realised as 

Im/ in context be~ore Ip, b, mI.l [~] occurs before If, v/.2 

[~] is an allophone of In! before /k, g/, and not a phoneme 

in its ovm right: 3 [S1.~g] 'sing'; [e1.~k'] 'think'; 

[lw1.~k'\n] 'winking'; [O\~ k'om] 'they han (have) come'; 

etc. En] occurs before Ie, 0/: [11.n'er~st\n] 'interesting'; 

[won bite] 'one there'; etc. The tongue is more retracted, 

En], before /r/, e.g. [ISQ~~:~] 'sunrise'. 

5.5.18.2. Initial In/: 

[m~t] 'nothing'; 
etc. 

1. See section 5.5.17.5. 
2. See section 5.5.17.1. 

[ .. _ e] 
ne. 'never' ; [nete:X] 'nail'; 

3. /~I has not always been a phoneme of IIEnglish" - see e.g. 
Gimson (1974: 49). Lodge (1966: 28) gives [~] as an allophone 
of /n/ before Ik t g/ for the Stockport dialect. See also 
Wells (1970: 238). 
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5.5.18.3. In Initial Clusters: 

/nj, sn!. Examples: /njy:/ 'new'; /njy:t/ 'newt'; 
/ snt gl 'eel'; I snakl 'snack'; I sno:1 'snow' J etc. 

In the combination Isn/, In/ is slightly devoiced, 
e.g. [sat}tg] 'eel'. 

5.5.18.L~. Medial /n!: 

/'pcntnten/ 'Penington,;l /lsostnd3e(r)/'sausage'; 
and geminated in words such as II ronm.n/ 'running'; 
/Ircrilltt/'rennet'; I'skcnntn/ 'looking in a 
cross-eyed manner'; !jo:nntn! 'yawning'; etc. 

5.5.18.5. Final In!: 

/Ikve:(r)te:(r)n! 'quarter'; Iy:nl 'oven'; ISY:n/ 
'shoes'; /fon/ 'found'; /mon/' must'; Ian! 'have 

(plural)'; /ttn/ 'until'; /i:n/ 'eyes'; /gtn/ 
, given'; etc. 

Final In! may be geminated berore In/, a hesitation, 
or a word beginning with a vowel, e.g. /elgcnneml 
'against them'. The allophones given in subsection 1 

above may all be encountered in word-final position. 
All present participles end in In/, e.g. /Isvnmmtn/ 
'swimming', as do nouns such as Ilmog(r)ntn/ 'morning'. 

A parasitic schwa is occasionally found with final 
/n!, e.g. [IC" idtn

g
] 'hiding'. 

5.5.18.6. In Final Clusters: 

2 /n! occurs in the final clusters Int, nd, ntS, nd3, 
nS, In, ns, nz, nk, ng, ru~s, nkt, ngz, ngd, nte, nts, 
ndz, ntSt, nd3d, nSs, nst, nzd, nk9, Inz/. Examples: 

1. Usually /'pcnttn/. 
2. /n~ is of a somewhat restricted distribution due to the 

dialect's use of /ntl - see further section 5.5.3.6. 
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/i :nd/ 'end'; /f'rcntS/ 'French'; /d1.nd.3/' dent' ; 
/angd/ 'hanged'; /k1.nks/ 'ldnks'; /svn.ngz/' swings' ; 

/bonkt/ 'hit'; /tcnts/' tents , guards'; /d"tnd.3d/ 
'dented'; /tcn(t)9s/ 'tenths'; /tlcnzd/ 'cleansed'; 
/lcnk9/ 'length'; /k1.1nz/ 'kilns'; /rtng/ 'ring'; 
/Stnk/ 'sink'; /tcn(t)9/ 'tenth'; /f'cns/ 'f'ence'; 
/cnz/ 'hens'; /wonst/ 'once'; /ma1.ndz/ 'minds, 

looks after'; /koln/ 'Colne'; /rcnt/ 'rent'; /rcntSt/ 
'wrenched'; etc. 

/n/ in final clusters is often syllabic, and" a 
homorganic preceding consonant is nasally released: 
['s}:z~] 'season'; ['swt~] 'Swinton'; [lbjC~~] 

'beaten'; [lbJok2~] 'broken'; [ISpok2~] 'spoken'; 
['wak2~] 'waken'; "[ It'~k2~] 'taken'"; [Il.mlp'o·e~t'] 
'important'; ['p'odr~] 'pardon'; ['9r3P2~s]1 
'threepence'; etc. Exceptions: /'mtdtn/ 'midden'; 
/'gre:(r)dl.n/ 'garden'; /'be:(r)ndtn, 'be:(r)nden/ 

I 

'Burnden' • 

Syllab ic [1]] occurs in [ 'tl t fu,] + I' 
'Clifton'; etc. 

5.5.18.7. Comnarative Distribution: 

(a) In personal names ending in -~, the dialect does 

not have an /n/ before the f'inal /sn/: /'robtsn/ 
'Robinson'; /'roll.sn/ 'Rawlinson'; /'pre:(r)ktsn/ 
'Parkinson' ; 
'Wilkinson' ; 

/'tomltsn/ 'Tomlinson'; /'wtlk1.sn/ 
/'sti:vtsn/ 'Stevenson'. 

(b) In place-names and personal names ending in -ington, 
the dialect uses the suf'f'ix /ttn/: /'adl1.tn/ 
'Adlington'; }Ttvttn/ 'Rivington'; /'pre:(r)tl.tn/ 
'Partington'; /'we: (r)ottn/ 'V{orthington'; 
/'wclttnz/ 'wellingtons'; /'ptlkttn/ 'Pilkington'. 

(c) In personal and place-names ending in -ton, the 

occurrence of [~J and the nasal release of the /t/ 

1. Cf. also section"5.5.l7.6. 
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are virtually compulsory. This rule applies to the 
words in subsection (b) above, and reflects the 
general rule that It I in the final cluster /tn/ 

is nasally released in the dialect. Examples: 
['aog6'~] 'Atherton'; ['\'4:bet2'~] 'Warburton'; 
['b&~nz] 'Burton's'· ['b3~~] 'Bolton'· ['t'o~n] I , • , I I 

'Turton'; ['ltk~ 'Q~~] 'Little Hulton'. 
I I 

(d) The place-name Swinton is pronounced I'swttn/ 
'Swinton' • 

(e) There is no In/ corresponding to RP In/ in: 
l'tStloe(r)1 'children'; It'stcd/'instead'; 
l'tStmblt, 'tStmlt/ 'chimney'; I'stmbltn/ 'Simnel'; 
nor in It/ 'in' and 101 'on' when followed by a 
word beginning with a consonant. 

(f) Present participles end in In/: 
I'ortnktnl 'drinking'; etc, etc. 

I'jotnntn/ 'yawning'; 
Cf. RP ITjI. 

(g) Nouns ending in -ina: 

(h) 

( 1) 

( j) 

I'crtnzl 'herrings'; l'cnt,Gtn/ 'anything'; 
l'somGtn/ 'something'; /'noGtn/ 'nothing'; 
l'mont8.Gtnl 'many a thing'; (cf. however, /Otng/ 
'thing'); /'mog(r)ntn/ 'morning'; I'fm:(r)otn/ 
'farthing'; etc. 

In words where the -~ is in the syllable carrying 
the main word stress, /ng/ is used vis-a-vis RP 

ITjI. The dialect also has Ing/ medially where RP 
has IIJI.l 

In/ occurs before 10/ in Ilcne/ 'length' and 

IsGrcnG/'strength'. 

In/ occurs in: li:n/ 'eyes' and ISy:n/ 'shoes'. 

In! occurs in: /tuv 'until' ; I' sostnd3e( r)1 
'sausage'. 

1. Cf. section 5.5.6.7. 


