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words not having /e:/ as an alternative, although see the

high variants used before /r/.1 Those variants between
the half-open and open positions (i.e. [e:], [&:] and [&4:])
are the most common, whilst fully open variants are regular,
but not as frequent as those Jjust mentioned. The main variants %
are in an area from front to front of centre. Backed variants |
(i.ee. [az], [Q:}’ [d:] and [a:] are regular, but even then not
compulsory, before /£, s, 6/; front variants are also possible
before these voiceless fricatives. Backed variants are
optional in words where /e:/ is not followed historically by
/r/; they may even be encountered before /r/, or where /r/
followed historically, but rather infrequently. It should
be noted that at one time there appears to have been a phoneme
/a:/ in the dialect, but that the residual traces of it are
assigned in this analysis to /at/.2

/e:/ is usually quite long, even before a fortis
consonant.®  Post-vocalic /r/ is retained more often after
/eei/ than after other vowels, and sometimes colours the

vowel throughout its duration. This explains the existence

of the more central [3:]-type variants before /r/: heavy
centralisation, sometimes combined with raising, is concomitant
with /r/-colouring, and the [3:]-types seem to represent the

I

most extreme form of this development.

1. The use of [3:]-tyves before /r/ is probably more widespread
in the less populous areas around the outskirts of Bolton,
where /r/ is sometimes used more extensively in final post-
vocalic and preconsonantal positions - cf. section 5.5.21.1.

2. Now that there is no remaining open, back, unrounded phoneme
of any definite status, it is possible for modified speakers
to use more backed variants of /e=:/ without much danger of
confusion. Cf. sections 5.4.2. and 5.2.5.4.

3., Gimson (1974: 110) makes the same observation in respect of
RP /a:/. Both are slightly shorter before fortis consonants,
but the shortness is not as noticeable as in the case of other

long vowels. .
L. Cf. sections (ii) and (iii) of the Variants below.
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Whether [%3]-types were previously variants of an
/a:/ phoneme occurring before /r/ is a speculative consideration.
At any rate, raised variants are now in the majority, and are
often used by speakers whq do not use post-vocalic /r/:

[seiv] 'serve'; [kée:d] 'card'; etc.t
There is therefore no restriction on [e:]-type variants, and
the phoneme symbol is therefore very much in order, despite
its proximity to the neighbouring phoneme /c:/.

For speakers who regularly preserve /r/ after /e:/,
/eet/ does not occur before /1/. Speakers who do not use
post-vocalic /r/, however, use /=:/ before /1/:

/'steilin/ 'starling'; /'meile/ 'Marlowe'; etc.

/e2i/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed
syllables:

/ mei(r)ps/ '‘marbles'; /'ve:(r)m/ 'very near';

/Viedwe: (r)tS/ 'head-ache'; /'ke:(r)zli/ 'Kearsley';

/ke=:(r)/ 'sit'; /‘o:fpeist/ 'half-past'; /ieifetnrin/

'afternoon'; etc.

In addition to words which compulsorily contain./é:/,
there is a large group of words in which variants of /e:/
alternate with or overlap with variants of /e:/.2 /e:/ is now
the more usual phoneme for my informants.3 Not surprisingly,

however, there is an uninterrupted run of variants between

/€1/ and /:a:/,)'L and variants such as [¢:] and [g:] are common

1. Cf. further the Variants below.

2, See section 5.2.4.1, and the minimal pairs listed there.
Cf. further sections 5.2.4.2.(iv) and 5.2.5.2.(1ii).

3, Cf. section 5.2.4d., especially the minimal pairs
distinguishing /e:/ from /e:/.

4. Cf. sections 5.2.4.2.(iv) and 5.2.5.2.(1iii), and Fig. 4.
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in words which take either phoneme. Minimal pairs which
distinguish /e=:/ from /e:/ are given in the discussion of
/e:/.1

A few words are found with /e:/ and /e:/ as alternants.
In such cases, /e:/ would appear to be the older variant.
Examples:

/seei(r)v/ 'serve'; /isee:(r)men/ 'sermon';
/le:(r)n/ 'learn'; etc.

Phonemic overlap between high, central, variants of Ami/ and
variants of /e:/ is largely avoided due to the rounded quality

of the latter.>

502.502. VaPiantS:

(i)  Front variants: [a:] [a:] [e:] [e:]: All regular
variants - [a:]: ['fa:tanwe8] 'Farnworth';

['fa:¥mla’nd] 'farmland'; ['ma:k1t?]
'market';  [dza:z] 'jars'; [‘'aifoe]
'after'; [wa:ph] 'warp'; [laist¢] 'last';
[pfa*st¢] 'past'; [‘'wa:dro:bz] 'wardrobes';
[tfatmez] 'farmers'; [grais] 'grass'; etc.
[2:] [sa:vd] 'served'; [a:] 'our'; ['fained]
'"Parnworth'; [k¢a:iv] 'calf';' [tfaime]

'farmer'; etc.

[e:] [stegiate] 'start'; ['mg:Jklf}] 'market’';
['fe:ned] 'Farnworth'; [‘'wpimin] 'warning';
etc.

[e2:] [s=:v] 'serve'; [ime'n=:ke] 'Monaco';

[greets]) 'grass'; [fogmistin) 'bursting’';
[kée:] 'sit'; ['le:anin] 'learning';

1. Cf. section 5.2.4.1. -
5. Cf. further sections 5.2.5.3. (subsection 3), 5.2.8.1.

3, Cf. section 5.2.8.1.
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[e:d] 'heard'; ‘['wa:Jf?b] 'Warton';
[kée:d] 'card'; etc. :

Centralised variants: [&:], [#:]: Regular variants,

(&:]

High front

especially before /r/, but in other
environments too. -

['dﬁ:sen?t‘] 'dare not'; [jHd:] 'year';
[k‘éﬁat] 'cart'; [ni:] 'no'; [tstd:atia]
'started'; ['baisnziz] 'Barnes' '; ['viim]
'very near' ('almost'); ['bi:skit¢] 'basket';
['wd:dlv] 'Wardley'; etc. '

[k¢@:nt¢] 'can't'; [‘'stS:atrd] 'started';
[j8:2] 'ears'; ['khé:péfﬁ] 'carpet’';
[k¢g:apr 2] 'carpet'; [é:s]"house';
[8:a] 'our'; [l:ant¢] 'learned'; etc.

and central variants: ng],[g:],[g:],[;:]:
High front variants may occur in words which
have /c:/ and /e:/ as alternants, e.g.
[kée:intf] 'count'; [g:] is a regular
variant of /e:/. In other words high front
and central variants are less frequent than
those variants in sections (i) and (ii),

and occur mainly before /r/. Examples:
['g&:adin] 'garden'; ['jed®wy:t§] 'head-ache';
[wa:am] ‘warm'; [j3'za:z] 'ears';

[kée:af2] 'cart'; ['k%:tht‘] 'carpet';
[ke:nt] 'can't'; etc.

Back variants: [g:],[d:],[g:],[a:]: Less frequent than

1. Cf. the parallel /o:/ b
5.2.6.3. (subsection 4(b)

the variants in sections (i) and (ii), but
regular before the voiceless fricatives
/f, s, 9/:1 [§a:fs] 'shafts'; ['p‘g:ésb]
'pardon'; [ise'fatdrz] 'safaris';

ifore /f, s, 8/ - sections 5.2.6.1.,
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[t1be'nainez] 'bananas'; [brais] 'brass';
[gla:s] 'glass'; [grars] 'grass';
[6ea:ft] 'draught'; [1a:f62'nuin] 'afternoon';
['WQ:stﬁ] "Warton'; [jatad] 'yard';
['ptarsin] 'passing'; [wd:a] 'war'; [grq:f]
'graft’'; ['mg:velss] 'marvellous';
['S:fpa:s] 'half-past'; [la:s] 'last';
[ba:6] 'bath'; [p¢d:0] 'path'; etc.

Diphthongal variants and variants with off-glides:
These variants may occur before word-final
/r/ when the next word begins with a vowel,

or in place of historical /r/,1 and occasionally

in other words. Examples: [na'a] 'never';
[n8rea] 'never'; [ai'ga'edz] 'regards';
['k¢a'otoz] 'carters'; [&'o'ajin] eawr een
'our eyes'; etc. [2:°d)] 'hard'; [ne=:®]
"never'; ['me:°k1€2] 'market'; etc.

5e2¢5.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /au/:

Also with /e:/ in the dialect in all cases:
Jett/ 'out'; /peind/ ‘pound'; /de:/ 'thou';
/eeis/ 'house'; /keint/ 'count'; /nm:/ 'now';
/kle:d/ 'cloud'; and many others.2 -

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /avs/ (> [a:a] etc.s):
/e:(r)z/ ‘ours'; /fle:(r)/ 'flower; flour';
/eei(r)/ ‘hour'; /s=i:(r)/ 'sour'; /Se:(r)/
'shower'; /te:(r)/ 'tower'; etc. These
forms may also have /e:/.

1.
2.
3.
L.

Cf.
Cct.
Cct.
cft.

further section 5.4.(iv).
section 1 of 5.4.2.3.
Gimson (1974: 139).
section 2 of 5.4.2.3.
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Section 3. Corresponding to RP /3:/:

Also with /e:/ in all cases: /sz:(r)v/
'serve'; /‘se:(r)men/ ‘sermon'; /l=:(r)n/
'learn'; /i (r)/ 'year' (also with /a, e/}
/we:(r)k/ 'work' (noun only. Also with /e/);
/iei(r)d/ 'heard'; /ie:(r)bz/ 'herbs';
/breeist/ 'burst' (forms with /e, e:/ are

also used, in which case the /r/, if retained,
is post-vocalic after /e:/; after /eo/ it
will not be retained).

Section L. Corresponding to RP /13/:

/ie:(r)/ 'hear'; /je:(r)z/ 'ears'. Also
with /e, €1, a, e, e:/ in both cases.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /o:/ after /w/ and
before historical /r/:l

/10rittkwe:(r)toe(r)z/ 'three-quarters';
/'Owei(r)tid/ 'thwarted'; /we:(r)m/ 'warm';
/'vee:(r)nin/ 'warning'; /kwe:irt/ 'quart';
/vez:(r)p/ 'warp'; /wei(r)/ 'war';
/Yweei(r)dlr/ 'Wardley'; /we=:(r)tn/ 'Warton';
/‘we:(r)droibz/ 'wardrobes} etc.

Section 6a. Corresponding to RP /a:/ before /f, s, 6/:

; /glets/ ‘'glass'; /gre:s/ 'grass';

; /'plee:sfe(r)/ 'plaster'; /Se:fts/ 'shafts';
% /'pe2isin/ 'passing'; /‘be:skit/ 'basket';:
/greeift/ 'graft'; /leist/ ‘'last';
/'oifpeetst/ 'half-past'; /‘'feisn/ 'fasten';
/reifelnyin/ 'afternoon'; /dre:ft/ 'draught'; |
/re2:08/ 'path'; /be:6/ 'bath'; etc.

l. This correspondence parallels the correspondence between
dialect /a/ and RP /p/ after /w/, although /r/ is not a crucial
part of the environment in this latter case. Cf. section 6

of section 5.3.3.3.
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Section 6(b). Corresponding to RP /a:/:

/keint/ 'can't' (also with /o0/); /kee:(r)t/
'cart'; /'ke:(r)pit/ 'carpet'; /‘gei(r)din/
'garden'; and very many others.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /es/: . é

/kei(r)/ 'care' (also with /e:, e/; /d=:(r)/
'dare ' (also with /a, e, e:/); /ske:(r)d/
'scared' (also with /e:/).

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /evo/:

/e:i(r)/ 'ever'; /me=:(r)/ ‘never'; both
also with /e:/.

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /ou/:
/ree/ 'no' (also with /e:, 3Y; o:, €:/).

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /e/: é

/'pleisOrk/ 'plastic'; /‘pleisfessi:n/
‘plasticine’. : |

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /er/:
/be:8/ (v.tr. and refl.) 'bathe'.

5.2.5.4+ Modification:

Phonetically speaking, [m:]-type variants may be retaihed,
or, with some speakers, a greater number of [a:]- or [g:]-types
may be used. [a:] is also a common variant amongst modified
speakers - this is not surprising, as [a:] is heard a lot in
other parts of the North-West. The shortening of secti§n 6(a)
forms to /a/, whilst bringing the dialect into line with

North-Western speech in general, is a modification away



from RP.l

5.
5.2,
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Distributionally:

2.6.

1

2

. See Knowles (1976: 4) and Shorrocks (1977c).
to see the North as marked off from the South by the use of

short vowel before /s, f, 8/ (as also in Wakelin (1972a: 86)

Section 1 —> /3v/
Section 2 —> /3v(w)o/

Section 3 —> /e:/, or /e/ in the case
of year and work

Section 4t —> /19/
Section 5 —> /os/ (or /o:/)
Section 6(a) —> /a/
Section 6(b) retains /fe:/
Section 7 —> Je1/°

Section 8 —> /eve/ (although such common
words as ever and never do

not always modify)
Section 9 —> fo:/
Section 10 ~—> /a/
Section 11 —> /a/

6.1, Description:

A\

Fig. 6., - /o:/ and variants

is based on a slight oversimplification.

€2

\.Of /e‘/;

(et

etc.
section 5.2, 8.&.

The tendency

)

See the discu331on of the modification




267.

/o:/ is a long, back, rounded, tense, half-open vowel.
It is typically on or above the half-open position - lowered
variants are less frequent. /o:/ may be back, or slightly
centralised. The degree of lip-rounding is variable, depending
upon both the phonetic context and the individual speaker.

/o:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed
syllables. Examples:

/moip/ 'fool'; /‘mo:pjed/ 'fool'; /fois/ 'false,
cunning, cute'; /‘goimles/ 'stupid'; /goip/ 'stare
foolishly'; /‘go:kin/ 'idiot, fool'; /mo:/ 'belly';
/po:/ 'kick'; etc.

/'platfoim/ 'platform'; /o:'ri:t/ 'all right';
/1ot1ttgede(r)/ ‘'altogether'; /'di:§klo:6/ 'dishcloth's
etc. : .

/°1/ traditionally occurs before the voiceless fricatives
/f, s, 6/,l although occasionally a residual speaker will use
the modification to /a/.2 /o:/ has been recorded in a number
of other contexts,3 where it is not established as regular.
In such words /o/ is to be regarded as more normal.

/o:/ is very rare before /1/. Many words which have
/1/ in RP after /o:/ do not do so in the dialect. Examples:
/foit/ '"fault'; /ko:d/ 'called'; /wo:z/ 'walls'; etc.u
/oY has been noted in /'to:let/, although this word is also
pronounced with /oiv/ and /os/. /2:/ may occur before /1/
in /r/-less pronunciations of /'mo:li/ 'Morley', /‘'tf§o:li/ .
'"Chorley', and also in /o:lez/ 'always', although these last

1. Cf. sections 5.2.6.3, 4(b) and 5.2.5.3, 6(a)e.

2. See the Modification below. The degree of fluctuation
varies somewhat from one word to another.

3, See section la of the Comparative Distribution below.

ly. Further examples will be found in the discussion of /1/ -
cf. section 5.5.19.7(d).




268.

three more often have /0s/, and the /1/ is optional in always.

/o:/ is also rare before /r/, e.g. /'foirti/ 'forty'.
Historical /o:/ + /r/ tends nowadays to be /09/, due to the
recession of post-vocalic /r/.1 /o:/ is a possible alter-
native to /oe/, however, when post-vocalic /r/ has been lost,
e.g. /ir1'ko:de/ 'recorder', although pronunciations with /o3/
are more usual.

/o:/ sometimes occurs where /o1/ would be more normal,
perhaps due to the low prominence of the second element of
the /oiv/ diphthongs: /'to:lets/ 'toilets'; /‘dzoine(r)z/
'joiners' (more traditionallywith /eir/). In examples with
off-glides, the borderline between /o:/ and /oe/ is not very
clear in a number of cases.2

In the enviromment /w - (r)/, the dialect often has
/2i/y €ege fwi(r)/ 'war'.3

5.2.6.20 VaI‘iantS:

(1) [o:] [9:]: Regular variants in all positions. Examples:

[10:z] 'lose'; [fo:s] 'false'; [k¢o:p¢]
'Co-op'; etc. [t¢9is] 'toss'; [o:f] 'off';
['92:pnv] 'halfpenny'; etc.

(ii) [5:] [8:]: Centralised variants. Regular in all
positions. Examples: [3:f] ‘off'; [k3:v]
'calf'; [o'ky5:s] 'across'; etc.
[tg¥:mlvs] 'stupid' (gaumless or gormless);

['$:pmi] 'halfpenny'; [wd:z] 'walls'; etc.

1. For more detailed discussion, see section 5.4.6.1. The
word forty is phonemicised as /'foa(r)ti/ for the dialect

system as a whole.
2. Cf. section (v) of the Variants below, and further

section 5.4.6.1. )
3., For fu?t%er examples see section 5 of the Comparative

Distribution of /e:/, section 5.2.5.3,
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(iii) Lowered variants,. e.g. [g:]: rare in the residual

dialect. Examples: ['fp:iwed] 'forward’
(but this form shows signs of modification,
cf. /'fored/); [v:f] 'off'. [9:] is more
common in modified speech, and I noted it
quite frequently in the speech of some
schoolchildren, where even [a’:] was
reached, since lowered variants are also
sometimes fronted to varyiﬁg degrees.

(iv) Half-long variants, e.g. [0']: a number of half-long

(v) Variants with off-glides:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

variants have been noted in words which
more normally have /o/, but which have also
occasionally been transcribed long.1
Examples: [dzo*bz] 'jobs'; [e'glo'k‘]
'o'clock'; [sto'p2] 'stop';etc.

In words more usually having /oi/:
[ten'dzofnent?] 'enjoyment'; [bo:®2d]
'"voiled' (modified form; residual form
has /ev/); ['t§o:¥siz] 'choices'.

In words which would more normally have
/°9/ in the absence of historical /r/:
['60:%s1z) 'the horses'; [k0:°“Ps])
'corpse'; [wo:'®In] 'worn'.

Before /1/, although /1/ does not usually
occur after /o:/ in residual speech:
[st5:2%] 'stall'; [o0:°%] 'all';
['mo:®11n] 'mauling'. :

In other words, intermittently: [0:°F]
'off!'; [m§:gs] "moss'. ‘

1. Cf. section 4(a) of the Comparative Distribution.
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5;2.6.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

(a) /foit/ 'fault'; /so:t/ 'salt'; /fois/
'false'; /'o:t6e(r)/ ‘'alter'.

(v) In words which more often have /os/ in
the dialect:l /ois/ ‘horse'; /iri'‘ko:ide/ |
'recorder'; etc. In the event of a speaker's
retaining post-vocalic /r/, /o:ir/ is a
possible phonemicisation for that speaker.

(c) Words given here in section 4 (b) with v
dialect /o:/ before /f, s, 6/, also contain |
/2:/ in the speech of more conservative RP
speakers. In the case of those speakers,
dialect /o:/ corresponds to RP /o:/.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /a:/:
/koint/ 'can't' (also with /e:, 09/);
/kotv/ 'calf'; /oiv, o:f/ 'half' (also
with /e:, =:/).

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /au/:

More often with /o:/ in all cases:
/'klo:81n/ 'clothing'; /‘'mo:zli/ 'Mosley';
/no:/ ‘know; no'. (In modified speech
there are more such forms with [o:] due

to the lowering of /o:/).

Section L. Corresponding to RP /v/:

(a) Words having /o:/ irregularly,3

with /o/:

more usually

1. Cf. /oo/, Description, section 5.4.6.1.

2, /oa(r)/ is the solution adopted here for the system as a
whole - cf. section 5.4.6.1.

3, But where the length cannot be obviously attributed to a
particular stress pattern, or a following pause. There appears
to be a preponderence of these forms before bilabial stops.
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/lo:t/ 'lot'; /e'klo:k/ 'o'clock'; /bo:b/
'boby Bob'; /dzo:b/ 'job'; /So:ip/ 'shop';
/stotp/ 'stop'; /Oro:p/ 'drop'; /to:p/
'top'; /‘oipipikin/ 'hop-picking'.l

(b) Regular occurrences of /o:/ before the
voiceless fricatives /f, s, 6/, (which are
also the environments of long /e=:/ in words
which have short /a/ in N.S.):

/do:f/ 'doff'; /‘do:fe(r)/ 'doffer';

/e'lo:ft/ ‘aloft'; /so:ift/ 'soft';

/'soiflv/ 'softly'; /'o:fn/ 'often;

Jo:f/ 'off'; /'ko:fv/ 'coffee'; /'di:fklo:6/

'dishcloth'; /bro:8/ 'broth' (cf. also the

voiced /‘bro:djed/ 'broth-head, fool');

/fro:8/ 'froth'; /kro:s/ 'cross'; /e'‘kro:is/
 'across'; /mo:s/ 'moss'; /'kroispits/

'cross-piece'; /froist/ 'frost'; /tois/

'toss'; /lo:st/ 'lost';' /koist/ 'cost'; etc.

() With /o:/ or /o/: /e'ko:z, bi'koiz/
'because'.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /eupn/:

/kwo:p, kotp/ 'Co-op.'.

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /er/:
/'o:pni/ ‘halfpenny'; /«Ori:'(j)o:pnms,
16rit?'(j)o:pns/ 'three-halfpence';
/'skroipin/ 'scraping'.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /o1/:
These words more often have /oi/ in the
dialect: /'to:let/ 'toilet'; /‘en'dzoiment/
'enjoyment'; /bo:1d/ 'boiled' (usually

1. Cf. section 5.3.4.1.
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with /ev/); /'t§o:siz/ 'choices'; cf.
Variants, section (v).

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /u:/:
/lo:z/ 'lose’.

5¢2.6.4s Modification:

Phonetically, lowered variants with some loss of
rounding, e.g. [9‘:], become more frequent. Such variants
may also be fronted to varying degrees in the general direction

of [a’:], but seldom arrive at this extreme point.

Distributionally: i

Section 1(a) —> /o/ + /1/
(b) retains /o:/
/c/ —> /of

Section 2 —> Jee:/
Section 3 retains /o:/

Section L4(a) retains /o:/
(b) —> /o/

(¢) retains /o:/
Section 5 retains /o:/
Section 6 —> Je:/
Section 7 retains /a:/
Section 8 —> /y:/
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5.207. ‘O:‘

5¢2¢7+1« Description:

A\
\\\\\Q

Fige 7. - /o:/ and variant ‘

/o:/ is a long, tense, pure, rounded, back vowel on
the half-close position. The vowel is sometimes slightly
centralised, the main variants being [o:] and [8:]. It is
very close in quality to NHG /o:/.

/o:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed
syllables, Examples:

/lo:n/ 'lane'; /‘lo:s(e)n/ 'loosen'; /no:n/
'none; not'; /'saiklo:n/ ‘cyclone'; /fo:'ti:in/
'fourteen' (also with /oo/); /‘piipo:l/
'peep-hole'y etc.

However, there are restrictions on the occurrence of dialect
/o:/ in weakly stressed syllables when compared with the
distribution of RP /ov/. In word-final, open, relatively
weakly stressed syllables, the dialect never has /o:/, but
rather /e/ or /o/ corresponding to RP /ouv/. Examples:

/‘rosko/ 'Roscoe'; /'pile/ 'pillow';
/'Sale/ 'shallow'; etc. T Note also:
/vne'vembe(r)/ 'November'; /e'tel/
'hotel'. ‘

1. The final syllables are therefore unstressed in the dialect;
For further examples see section 6(b) of section 5.3.5.3, and
section 6 of section 5.3.6.3.
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/o:/ is of limited distribution before /r/, or in
words which have now lost historical, post-vocalic /r/.T
/0o/ is now more usual, although /o:/ can sometimes occur in
such words.2 An off-glide of a schwa-type can occasionally
obscure the boundary between /o:/ and /os/. Examples:
[b0:°d]) 'bored'; [p¢o:®°x¢] 'pork'; [tm'p‘o:efsbt‘]
'important'; etc. ) ' ;
There is an area of overlap between the /o:/ and /ya/ |
phonemes, due to the fact that /vo/ is gradually being replaced
by /o0:/ in those words which have /av/ in RP,>
In modified speech, forms may begin to overlap with

/o:/ due to lowering of /o:/.u

He2e7+2. Variants:

(1)  [oz], [o.] These are the main variants. [o:] is the
' more representative of the phoneme.
Examples: [kfo:s] 'of course'; [qo:t¢]
'cote'; [loin] 'lane'; etc.
['f6:§??@s] 'fourpence'; [a8:d] 'road';
[s6:] 'sew'; etc.

(11) [o‘] [6:],[uwpl], ete. Variants between /o:/ and /va/,
or overlapping with /vo/. ZExamples:
[k¢$:t¢] 'coat'; [&:in] 'own'; [stupn?]
'stones'; [bo:t¢] 'boat'; etc.

(1i1) ["'g Variants with a schwa off-glide. Occur

1. For fuller discussion, see section 5.4.7.1. My phonemicisation

for the system as a whole is /os(r)/.
2. For examples, see section L of the Comparative Distribution

below,.

3, Cf. section (ii) of the Variants below; sections 5.4.8.1.
and 5.4.7.3(111).

L. Cf. section (v1) of the Variants and the Modification below;

and section 3 of section 5.2.6.5.
5. For further examples see sections 5.4.8.1. and 5.4.7.2(iii).




(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)
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a) in words which also have /oo/:

.0
[bo: g] 'bored'; [1m'p‘o:9€§bt‘] 'important’';
[p¢o:®k¢] 'pork'; etc. and b) before /1/,
€l [g‘o:ei] 'coal' - but see the next
subsection.

[6"0] etc. Before /1/: [tfo'o%d] 'told'; [kfo:®%]
'coal'; etc. '

[E?u] etc. More typical of modified speech. Examples:
[o°®2a) 'o1la'; [1:®f] 'loaf'; ['& um]
‘only'; etc. ‘

[%:1,[5:],[%:], etc. Lower variants which are typical
of modified speech. Examples: [08:] 'though';
[jo npt] 'you know'; [29919] 'so'; [so:] ‘
'so'; [nQ:e] 'no'; [gpist] 'ghost'; etc.

[6:] ete. Variants with heavier centralisation, and
' possibly some loss of lip-rounding at times.
Again, more typical of modified speech.
Example: [dd:int¢] 'don't'.

Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP fou/:
/no:/ 'know'; /lo:f/ ‘'loaf'; /bo:t/ 'boat';
/ko:1/ ‘'coal'; /ko:t/ 'cote; coat'; and
very many more. Many of the words in this
class can also be pronounced with /Ye/,1
such as the last three examples given here.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /ov1/:

An optional form of 'going' uses /o:/:
/'goine/ 'going to'; /'‘goinaf/ 'going to
have to'. '

1. For further examples see section 3 of section 5.4.8.3,
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Section 3. Corresponding to RP /p/:
/no:n/ 'not'.

Section L. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

All of these forms also have /os/ in the
dialect gnd are most likely to be pronounced
without post-vocalic /r/, even by speakers
who use /r/ after other vowels: /'fo:pns,
'fo:pms/ 'fourpence'; /fo:'fi:t/ 'four
feet'; /'fo:ti:n/ 'fourteen'; /bo:d/
'bored'; /im'po:tnt/ 'important';

/'fo:mon/ '"foreman'; /ko:s/ 'of course';
/po:k/ 'pork'; /so:t/ 'sort'; /spo:ts/
'sports'; etc.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /u:/: ‘

/lo:s/ 'loose'; /'lo:s(e)n/ 'loosen';
/sko:p/ 'scoop'. :

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /i:/:

/skwo:z/ 'squeezed' (pret.); and the
modified p.p. /‘'skwo:z(e)n/ 'squeezed\.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /e1r/:
/lo:n/ 'lane'; /§o:imt/ 'shamed, ashamed'.

/

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /a1/:

/do:v/ 'dived'; /‘'no:de(r)/ 'neither'’
(also with/e:, av, i:i/).

5¢2e7eye Modification:

, Phonetically, lowéring to or towards /o:/, increased
centralisation, and diphthongisation are all indicative of
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modified speech. Examples will be found in sections
(v), (vi) and (vii) of the Variants above. Lowering and
centralisation are sometimes accompanied by some loss of
rounding. Lowering is perhaps the most widespread device
of the three. However, a good many modified speakers make
little or no phonetic modification to the phoneme at all,
and the quality remains around C[o] in such cases.
Distributionally:

Section 1 retains /o:/

retains /o:/

—> fo/

Section
Section
Section I} retains /o:/, or —> /os/
retains /o:/

—> fe:/

—_—> far/

Section

2
3
L

Section 5 —> /y:/
6
Section 7
8

Section

5.2.8. YA-VA

5+.2.8.1. Description:

Fig. 8. - /e:/ and variants (simplified)
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/e:/ is a long, rounded vowel. Its height varies
between the half-close and half-open positions. The position
of the vowel varies also between front and centre. The
vowel is consequently of wvariable tension. Front variants
are fully tense; [e:], although placed much closer to the
central area (see Fig; 8), is nonetheless not quite in the
central area generally speaking, and therefore very few
realisations of this phoneme are as lax as RP /3:/. /e:/ is
typically rounded - variants pronounced with spread lips are
in a decided minority. The phoneme symbol is really a label
for a group containing many variants.’ (#:, #%:, &1, 8% 371]
are typical realisations which enjoy the least restricted
distribution: [e:] is a cover symbol for variants of this

type, in as far as it is given as the phonemic norm.

When transcribing, it was not always easy to distinguish
traces of /r/-colouring from the roundness and tension of
this vowel; the approximate vowel resonance of /r/ is [e].
/e:/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed

syllables. Examples:

/skwe:(r)z/ ‘'squares'; /'de:(r)br/ 'Derby';
/we:nt/ ‘won't'; /‘fige:(r)z/ 'figures';
/'sli:pe:(r)z/ 'sleepers'; /'ne:be:(r)z/
'neighbours'; /'mlis:ne:(r)/ 'millionaire';
/'ry:be:(r)b/ 'rhubarb'; etc.

In relatively unstressed syllables (figures, sleepers, neighbours,

1. See the Variants below.

2. In the Variants below, precise values are given, however,
and [e:] has there a much more restricted meaning: it is a

roundel vowel in the central area, or fractionally to the

front thereof.
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etc.), /e:/ is in free variation with /e/. The latter is
the more common.

In stressed syllables, /e/ and /e:/ are sometimes in'
free variation. The‘reader should consult the words listed

in sections 1(a), 1(b), 2 and 8 of the Comparative Distribution

of /e/.1 In these words the likelihood of one phoneme or

the other depends upon the phonetic environment: short /e/

is almost - but not quite - compulsory in the residual dialgct,
when a voiceless consonant follows (my informants do not use
/r/ between /e/ and a voiceless consonant in words such as

shirt, skirt, circle etc.2); before /r/ (when word-final or

followed by a vowel) or zero (i.e. in words such as fair,
stirring, or fair without historical /r/), /e:/ is the more
usual, although there are exceptions with certain speakers and
in certain words,3 which may be pronounced with either /e/ or
/e:/: /e/ is not encountered in stressed syllables before a
voiced consonant (historically /r/+ voiced consonant). Indeed,
/e/ hardly appears before voiced consonants in any group of
words at all in stressed syllables except a) before /r/ as I
have just stipulated; ©b) before /r, 1/ in words such as Billy,
where it is in free variation with /t/;u ¢) in the word
/'blemin/ 'blooming' where it is in free variation with /o/;
and d4) in a number of compounds such as /‘'de(r)ne:l/ 'doornail'.

Before historical /r/ + /s/, the more residual dialect has

1. See section 5.3.6.3.
2, For further examples see section 1(b) of the Comparative
Distribution of /e/, section 5.3.6.3. In the event of /e:/,
7r/ may follow if the speaker uses post-vocalic /r/. There
are more occurrences of /e:/ in modified speech, but even then
they remain in the minority before voiceless consonants.,
Cf. section 2 of the Comparative Distribution of /e/, and
the Description, section 5.3%.0.
L. See the Description and section 3 of the Comparative
Distribution of /e/, section 5.3.6.
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/o/y €ege /T08/ 'nur'se',l and less often /e/, whilst modified
speakers have /e/, and less often /e:/. Some minimal pairs
“which distinguish /e/ from /e:/ are given in the discussion of
/e/.2 In cases such as [d@*] 'dare', it may be difficult
to decide which phoneme is involved.

| There are a number of words - traditionally containing
/e:/ as far as one may ascertain - in which /e:/ or /e:/ may
now be said to be equally valid. The direction of modification
is towards /e:/. Examples:

/'ke;(r)zlr, ‘ke:(r)zlr/ 'Kearsley';

/se:(r)v, semi(r)v/ ‘'serve'; /Je:(r)bz,

¥e:(r)bz/ 'herbs'.

3 3

The same phonemes are in free variation in care,” year,

murps” 'marbles', sermon, workH (noun only), learn, dare,

heard.
Cases of possible confusion between /w:/ and /e:/ are

very occasional. Some speakers sometimes use a very high

variant of /fw:/ before /r/: [3:] or even [3:] (rare). Such

a high variant may overlap with the [3:] variant of /e:/.

But as the latter is also rare, in its unrounded form,

especially in stressed syllables, there is very little

oprortunity of confusing'the two phonemes. Variants of

/e:/ are normally at least a shade more rounded than those

of /#:/, and a following /r/ is not as prominent as it is

1

after /e:/. Thus:

1. For further examples see /o/, section 5.3. 5.3, subsection 3,
2, See the Description of /e/, section 5. 3. 6.1

3. Also pronounced with short /e/.

L. Pronounced with /e/ more often than /e:/.
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'warm' 2 'worm'
[wee: (a)m, wd:(a)m, w3iam, (wai:am)] £ [(wad:(s)m), we:(a)m, etc.]
Very high variants of /e:/ are not common in my corpus.

/e:(r)/ is also kept distinct from /e:/ + /r/. Minimal

pairs are given in the discussion of /e::/.1

502.8020 Variants:

It will be noted that the phoneme occupies a large
area on the vowel chart (Fig. 8). The number of variants
is therefore considerable.

(1)  Variants around [e:): "[e:] [e:] [e:] [¢:] [g¢:], etc.:
Regular variants in stressed syllables,
and especially after bilabials. Examples:
['SSW@:Jln] 'swearing'; [m#:3] 'mayor';
[we:dz] 'words'; [ai'pée:”€2] 'repair the'; v
[Dir 'pée:d®?] 'prepared’'; ['bEinden] 'Burnden’;
[skyt:a] 'square'; [‘'me:ai] "Mary'; etc.
However, these variants are also encountered
other than after bilabials, and occasionally
in relatively weakly stressed syllables:
[fetara], ['@¢:a10] ‘tarea'; [&:d] 'heard';
['mr3rio n®:] 'millionaire'; [‘'k¥:zli]
'Kearsley'; ['feiklur] 'Fairclough';
[@:a] 'air'; [Be:] 'there's; etc.

(ii) Variants around [4:]: [4:], [#:], [4:], [#¢:], etc.
Regular variants in stressed syllables,
and occasionally in relatively weakly stressed
syllables. Examples: [J1't‘gin] 'return';
[t¢g:n] 'turn'; [4:n] 'earn’; [ kg€ 1te’ ‘ko]
'caretaker'; [bd:d] 'bird'; [dd:nf2] 'don't';

l. See section 5.2.4., Description.
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['#¢:kgar] 'aircraft'; [a6: d] 'reared';
[£8¢:] 'fare'; [e;k‘ﬁx] 'occur'; [keybia]
"queer'; ['figd¢:“z] 'figures'; [‘'gd:dd:z]
'girders'; etc.

(iii) More centralised variants (still roundsl): [g’:] [32:]
[e:] etc.: [d3?:nt¢] 'don't'; [m3’:nt]
'mustn't'; [ds?:bir] 'Derby’; [t¢3?:nt2]
"turn the'; ['3?:kuf2] 'haircut'; [fe:da]
'fair'; [‘'me:ar] 'Mary'; etc.

(iv) Unrounded variant [3:]: In relatively unstressed
syllables, but infrequently encountered in
stressed syllables. Examples: ['kjak3:Jaz]
'crackers'; ['manns:az] 'miners';
['wgndJaJ:Jz] '"Wanderers'; [ ‘danss”:az]
'dancers'; ['sl¥:p¢s:gz] 'sleepers’;
['bltsesxz] 'plisters'; ['slob3:z] 'slubbers';
['ne:bs:[J z] 'neighbours'; etc.

[f3:am] 'firm'; [ba:dz] 'birds'.
One case of [3:] in a stressed syllable
was noted: ['63:t¢i] 'thirty'.

(v) Diphthongal variants: [c's] etc.: May occur before
/1/, e.g. [ o] 'Barl',t

(vi) Variants with off-glides: Examples: [p#:°%] 'pearl';
[t¢6:°n] 'turn'; [s3:°vin] 'serving'; etc.

(vii) Variants with on-glides: Rare. Examples: [Ség’:]
'share'; [Ss@"&?] 'shared’'. :

1. See section 5.4(1iii) for further examples.



283,

5.2.8.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /3:/:

/fe:(r)/ 'fir; fur'; /e:(r)/ her, 'she,
(emphatic, otherwise /e(r)/);
/me:(r)/ 'myrrh'; /ke:(r)dz/ 'curds';
/we:(r)dz/ ‘'words'; /'ge:(r)de:(r)z/
'girders'; /pe:(r)/ 'purr'; /ste:(r)/
'stir'; etc. Most other cases of RP /3:/
have /e:/ in the dialect, except: a) words
usually pronounced with short /e/, as out-
lined in the Description here;1 b) words
also pronounced regularly with /e:/ in the
dialect: /‘se:(r)men/ 'sermon'; /se:(r)v/
'serve'; /le:(r)n/ ‘'learn'; /e:(r)vz/
'herbs'; /we:(r)k/ 'work' (noun; /=:/ and
/e/ much more likely); /Je:(r)d/ 'heard';
/je:(r)/ ‘'year'; c) words sometimes
pronounced with /e/, sometimes with /e:/,
as mentioned in the Description here; and
d) words cited as having other (regular or
more regular) phonemes - /brid, be:(r)d/
'vird'; /fost, fest, fe:(r)st/ 'first';
/WS, wed, we:(r)e/ 'worth'; etc.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /ea/:

/'‘milienes(r)/ '"millionaire'; /fe:(r)/

'fare; fair'; /ske:(r)d/ 'scared'; /skwe:(r)/
'square'; /e:(r)/ 'air; hare; hair/;
/'sweirin/ 'swearing'; /me:(r)/ 'mayor; mare';
/Se:(r)/ 'share'; /ste:(r)/ 'stair; stare';
/ke:(r)/ ‘'care' (also with /e:/); /de:(r)nt/
'daren't' (also with /e:, £, e+s, a+s/); etc.
Most other cases of RP /es/ have /e:/ as the

1. Cf. also section 1 of the Comparative Distribution of /e/,
section 5.3.6.3.
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regular correspondence in the dialect,
except a) words pronounced, or occasionally
pronounced, with /e/;1 b) a few words
having other phonemes, e.g. /t§io(r)/
'chair'.

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /fou/:
- /de:nt/ 'don't'; /we:nt/ 'won't' (less
often with /e:/).

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /o/:

All of the following also have /e/:
/'frge:(r)z/ 'figures'; /‘'ne:be:(r)z/
'neighbours'; /'ge:(r)de:(r)z/ 'girders';
/'blisfe:(r)z/ 'blisters'; /'slobe:{(r)z/
'slubbers'; /'krake:(f)z/ 'crackers';
/'sli:pe:(r)z/ 'sleepers'; /‘onde:(r)d/
'hundred'; /‘wandre:(r)z/ 'Wanderers';
/'danse:(r)z/ 'dancers'; ' /‘maine:(r)z/

'miners'; etc.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

/me:(r)/ ‘'more' (also with /vo/, modified

form /oo/); /de:(r)/ 'door' (also with
/e, Yo/ and modified /os/); /fe:(r)/ 'for'
(also with /e, o, 95/ and /fre/).

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /18/:
/re:(r)d/ ‘reared'; /kwe:(r)/ 'queer';
/je:(r)/ 'hear; ear' (also with /e, a/
and /e:i/).

1. Cf. section 2 of the Comparative Distribution of /e/,
section 5.306030 .
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Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a:/:

/'de:(r)br/ 'Derby'; /‘de:(r)bvrfe(r)/
'Derbyshire'; /kle:(r)k, tle:(r)k/ 'clerk'
(also with /e/); /'ry:be:lr)b/ 'rhubarb'.
Note also /me:(r)ps/ 'marbles' (also with
/e, a, ei/).

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /as/:

/me:nt/ ‘mustn't'.

5¢2.8.4+ Modification:

With some speakers no significant modification of the
rhonetic quality is discernible. Others use a greater
quantity of [3:]-type variants, but usually inconsistently.
Those who modify in a direction reminiscent of RP /ea/ use
variants around [e:] or [e*e], but whether such variants
should be assigned to /e:/ (which might otherwise no longer
be a phoneme for modified speakers),1 or an /ea/ phoneme set
up for some speakers, is perhaps a question for a more
specialised study of the modified speech of the area. At
any rate, when [e:]~- or [e's]-types are used, the speaker
usually fails to distinguish, or fails consistently to

distinguish, such pairs as fur £ fair. This situation

parallels the failure of some modified speakers to distinguish

pairs containing /v/ and /A/ after modifying their dialect
/o/ toward /A/,2 or the situation in the modification of strong

verbs of the drink-drank-drunk pattern.3

1. See further section 5.2.4.4.

2. Cf. section 5.3.5.4.

3. In such verbs the dialectal /Orink, Oronk, dronk/ pattern,
which is retained by some modified speakers in the form /drink,
dronk, dronk/, gives way to /drink, drank, drank/ on the part
of some other modified speakers.
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Distributionally:

Section 1 retains /e:/, or possibly —>
[e:]),[e*2], etc.

Section 2 retains /e:/, or —> [e:],[e'2],

etc,
Section 3 retains /e:/, or —> /Jo:/
Section 4 —> /e/ (hundred —> /1/)

Section 5 more, door —> /oo/; for —>

/o, 09, e/
Section 6 —> /19/

Section 7 —> fe:/
Section 8 —> /fos/

5.3, Short Vowels:

There are six short vowel phonemes in the dialect:
/i, e,‘a, 0, 0, o/
From a comparative point of view, it is interesting to note
that /e/ occurs in stressed as well as unstressed syllables,
and that it may even contrast with /e:/.1 Dialect /o/
corresponds to both RP /v/ and /r/, e.g. /pol/ 'pull', /kot/

'cut', etc. o/ features extensively in unstressed syllables
where it is in free variation with /e/: /om/ 'them';
/'gre:jom/ 'Graham'; /'o:los/ ‘always'; /‘somot/ 'something';
etc. )

Short vowels may lengthen and sometimes become

diphthongised when they occur in a word before a pause, or

when a word is said slowly, whether due to hesitation or

emphasis.

l. See section 5.3.6.,1. for details.
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503010 M

5.3.1.1. Description:

A\

\

Fig. 9. - /1/ and variants

/1/ is an unrounded, short vowel, typically a little

to the front of the central region. The vowel is fairly o
high, the least restricted variant [1] being just above the
half-close position, and relatively léx. However, due to
the general accentual pattern of the dialéct, final unstressed
/1v/ is frequently not as lax as its RP equivalent: note the
variants [&, &'1] below, both of which occur word-finally.
These variants are both characterised by a slight degree of
tension.

/1v/ occurs in all positions within the word, in stressed,
relatively weakly stressed or unstressed syllables. Examples:

/w/ ‘with'; /%ive(r)/ 'ever'; /i'‘vent/ "event';
/'f1de(r)z/ 'feathers'; /gv/ 'give'; /‘wagin/
'waggon'; /'priti/ 'pretty; fairly, quite'; /i/ 'in';
/1 'madzin/ 'imagine'; /mi/ 'my' (unstressed);

/'rbin/ 'ribbon'; /f11/ '£ill'; etc.

Note the presence of /1/ in open syllables. The word /gv/
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'give' can take a surprising degree of stress without sounding
as if it contained /i:/ or /e:/.
/e/ can appear before /1/ in free variation with VAY4

in some words.l /1/ does not usually occur before /r/.2

5e3¢l.2. Variants:

(i) [+] Occurs in all positions, especially in
stressed syllables, but is rare in the
environment of /1/. Examples: [kidz]
'kids'; ['aibin] - 'ribbon'; ['indzon]
'engine'; etc.

(i1) [1] Occurs océasionally due to heavy stress,
but especially before /j/ or [Ji]: [gk jazi]
'give you'; [bgje'nobe] 've another';
[ijlm] 'with him'; etc. '

(ii1) [&] A slightly lower variant than [1] or [3]
‘ on the half-close position. Occurs in
stressed syllables, but more especially
in final open syllables:3 [s8k2s] 'six';
[ 'monké] 'monkey'; ['pPegs] 'pigey's
['loﬁﬁké] 'lucky'; etc. ~

(iv) [2] Typical in (a): Unstressed syllables,
' apart from final, open, unstressed syllables:
[ 'kossan] 'cursing'; ['1&+wufzn] 'laughing';
[wed] 'we'd' (unstressed); [zm] 'him'
(unstressed); ['syg?*dzn] 'swearing';

1. Cf. section (vii) of the Variants, and sections 5.3.6.1.,
5.3.6.3, subsection 3(Db).

2. Cf. further sections 5.3.6.1. and 5.3.6.3. subsection 3(a).

3, COf. remarks on the accentual pattern of the dialect in
section 5.3.6.1, ‘




(v)

(vi)

[& ]

(¢ ]
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[#'1evh] 'eleven'; [i#'mad3zin] 'imagine';
[7z'membez] 'remembers'; ['lamx,trd]
'Ltd.'; etc; (b): In the environment of
/1/, where it is almost compulsory before
[#]: [fx2] 'fi11'; [m3z] 'mills';
[kfyz 2 t¢] 'quilt'; ['lamx.trd] 'Ltd.';
[tz%] 'ti11'; ['Sz1in] 'shilling'; [bz3t]
'built'; [str3] 'still'; etc.; (c) After
a bilabial: ['bzznis] 'business’;

[ *wxpr£2] 'whippet'; [bxg2] 'big';
[*msiz] 'Misses'; ['wxmin] 'women';
['p‘xdzon] 'pigeon'; etc. Occasionally

it is met in other contexts: [‘'szvi]
'civvy'; ['nzgoz] 'niggers'; ['ktf¥$en]
'kitchen'; etc.

Like [&8] it occurs in final, open, relatively

unstressed syllables, especially before a
pause, or if the speech is slow (hesitation,
emphasis, rhythm, or whatever). Examples:
[b& 1)) '"ve'; ['mg'inlé'r] 'mainly’';

[*tepent& v||] 'twenty'; .['J;'elé'l] 'really'. "

It may also occur in a stressed syllable
before a pause, or due to such factors as
hesitation or intonation: [t§&'ips]]
'chips'; [d&rafF] 'did'. '

Occurs sometimes word-finally in open
syllables, although more with some speakers
than others -~ the variant is more widely

used in modified speech. Examples: ['mo nd¢]

"Monday'; ['ag¢:a€) 'dairy'; ['ai-elt]

'really'; etc. Occurs sometimes in stressed

syllables, again more so with some speakers,
particularly modified ones. Four words
containing [¢] across several speakers

5
{

|
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are: ['r&ftr] 'fifty'; [1&€£t] '1ift’;
['sptne] 'spinner'; ['d§&$5£}] 'aian't'.t

(vii) [e],[e], etc. These may occur before /1/, and at
this point the phoneme overlaps with /e/.2
Examples: [sto}] 'still'; ['vg’lxda]
'village'; [‘'weXfaird] 'Wilfrid'. In some
unstressed syllables there is free variation
between /v/ and /e/. Exanmples:
/'spotlis, ‘'spotles/ ‘'spotless'; /mi'§i:n,
me'§iin/ 'machine'; /'Orent§iiboin,
'Orent§eboin/ 'a kind of coal';
/'ve:(r)ndin, "we:(r)nden/ 'Burnden'; etc.

Whilst some uses of /i/ are essential in the dialect in
unstressed syllables - e.g. in /mi'scl/ 'myself'3 - there

are very many words in which at least some RP speakers use
/Vv/ in relatively unstressed syllables, but which could never
have /1/ in the dialect. For instance, the dialect must

have /o/ or /e/ in /‘'problom, 'problem/ 'problem’.

5¢3.1.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /1/:

/'mdl/ 'middle'; /'sis@e(r)/ 'sister';
/'mondi/ 'Monday'; /'minits/ 'minutes';

and very many others.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /e/:
/'indzen/ 'engine'; /‘'simeOri/ 'cemetry';

1. There are some dialect words which have /¢/ where RP has /1/
(see section 5.3.2.3, subsection 3(b)), and possibly others too
had /e/ in the past. It is conceivable that one or two [£]
occurrences reflect this correspondence, although this cannot
be proven.

2, Cf. sections 5.3%.6.1. and 5.3.6.3, subsection 3(b).

%, Cf. further sections 4, 6, and 7 of the Comparative
Distribution.
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/'kimkl/ 'chemical'. Also with /e¢/ in
the dialect: /'ive(r)/ 'ever'; /'mive(r)/
'never'; /'f1de(r)z/ ‘'feathers'; /g1t/
'get'; /1vt/ 'let' (more often with /i:/).

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /A/:

Also with /o/ in the dialect: /si1t§/
'such'; /mt§/ "much'. :

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /o/:

/'so:ifv/ 'sofa'; /'Oripni/ 'threepenny';
/'komin/ '(Mosley) Common'; /'wigin/
'Wigan'; /‘ankit{e/ 'handkerchief';
/'ribin/ 'ribbon'; /'wagin/ 'waggon';
/'ree: (r)1lviment/ 'parliament'.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /i:/:

/wik/ 'week'; /'sid1/ see thee 'look!', etc.;
/'prlinz/ 'peelings'; /pilt/ 'peeled';
/'prlvn/ 'peeling'! (also with /is/); /sin/
'seen'.

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /a:/:"
/‘garidz/ 'garage'; /‘merids/ 'mirage'.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a1/:

(a) /'foo(r)tnit/ 'fortnight'.
(v) /m/ '‘my'; /mi'sel/ 'myself'; /biv/ 'by'.

Section 8. Dialect /din/ corresponding to RP /dn/:
| /tget(r)din/ 'garden'; /'‘midin/ 'midden’.

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /o:/: 4
/'alt§1 myo(r)/ 'Halshaw Moor'; /sin/ ‘'saw'.
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Section 10. Dialect /riv/ corresponding to RP /3:(r)/:

!

/brid/ 'bird'.

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /e1r/:

/evd, gvv, gin/ 'gave'; /siz/ ‘'says'
(and other forms of to say).

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /=/:
/svt/ 'sat'; /spit/ ‘'spat'.

5.3.1.4. HModification:

Phonetically there is an increase in the use of the

[¢] variant in modified speech, especially word-finally,
where it can have a very lax quality indeed. I have noticed
it particularly amongst women speakers. Fewer occurrences
of [z] would be detected in the case of a speaker who had
modified /1/ by 'lightening' it, i.e. giving it a less velar
.quality. h
Distributionally: ‘ o

Section 1 retains /L/ ‘

Section 2 —> /e/

Section 3 —> /o/

Section Lt —> /e/ in most cases, but /1/
might be retained, especially in
threepenny and parliament.

Section 5 see thee retains /1/ if still used;
week retains /i/ (by virtue of being
a common word), or more probably —>
~/i:/; other cases —> /19/.

Section 6 retains /v/ (or —> /e:/)
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Section 7 (a) —> /ai/
(b) retains /1/ (or —> /e/ in the
words my and myself)

Section 8 garden retains /din/ or —> /dn/
midden retains /din/

Section 9 —> /Jeo/

Section 10 —> Je:(r)/

Section 11 retains /1./,l or —> fe:/
Section 12 retains /1/, or —> /a/

503020v &

5¢3.2.1. Description:

NN
Y

3 ‘\V
$ ip

d

FPig. 10. - /¢/ and variants

/€/ is a short, unrounded, front vowel, whose main
variant is very close to C[e]. It is on or fractionally
below the half-open position. Typical front variants are a
little more tense than /1/. Lowered and centralised variants

of /e/ ([&, &, &€]) before /r, 1/ overlap with raised and

centralised variants of /a/ before /r, 1/, especially /r/.

1. Only, however, in the form /giv/ of the three for
as the other forms are not used in modified speech.ms of gave,
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Some words containing such variants may be interpreted as
containing either phoneme. Examples of such words from
the corpus appear under /a/.1 Whilst the phonetic quality
of a variant such as [8] (especially before /r/, which is
more likely to cause raising and centralisation than lowering)2
permits phonemicisation as /a/, alternative pronunciations
with [3, g] etc. suggest that it is also reasonable to
attribute /e/ to these words; the direction of modification
is towards /e/.
Some centralised variants of /¢/, e.g. [3] before /r/,
and, to a lesser extent /1/, overlap with variants of /e/.3
/e/ occurs in stressed syllables, and also in syllables
which often seem to carry a marked secondary stress. Examples:

/sOret/ 'tight'; /egz/ ‘eggs'; /ien‘kerids/
'encourage'; /neb/ 'peak (of cap)'; /im'pryivement/
'improvement'; /S§ed/ 'shed'; etc. There are
interesting occurrences of /¢/ in open monosyllables:
/e/ 'eh'; /se/ ‘say'; /de/ form of 'thou'; /je/
'ves'; -[Jje] form of 'hear'.

Note:

Dialect /e:/ and /c:(r)/ are shortened to /¢/ in: /tneden/

'now then'; /ne'‘maind/ 'never mind'.

5e3.2.2. Variants:

(1) [e] The normal variant, but it does not often
occur before /r, 1/. Examples: [t¢en]
'ten'; [‘'sedodr] 'Saturday'; [‘aevif2]
'rivet'y etc. :

1. See subsection ng) of section 5.3.3.3; and sections 5.3.2.2(v
5.3.3.2(1i1), (v), (vi) and (ix).

2. Cf. variants of /a/ before /r/, section 5.3.3.2(1i1), (v),
(vi) and (ix). Note similarly vgr%ants of /e!/ before /r/ -
section 5.2.5.2(1), (ii) and (iii). '

3, Cf. subsections zii) and (1ii) of the Variants, and
section 5.3.6.1.
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(ii) [&] Variant with slight centralisation, occurs
in free variation with [e] and is common in
words which receive relatively less stress
within the 'sentence'. As the centralisation
increases, the distribution becomes more
typical of the next variant.

(iii) [3] Occurs before /r, 1/, especially /r/.
‘ Examples: [‘'dz3ai] 'jerry'; [p¢sar]
'"Perry'; [t¢y3iv] 'twelve'; [wa%] 'well';
etc. Centralisation is greatest with the
more markedly retroflex realisations or

/r/.

(iv) [g] This slightly lowered variant is not used
in so consistent a manner as to allow of a
precise distributional specification, but
it seems to appear with some regularity
before /1, r, n/, and sporadically in other
contexts. Examples: ['felaz] 'fellows';
[1ex] '1et'; [sgnd] 'send'; etc.

(v) [¢],[#],[4] These variants occur before /1, r/.
‘Examples: [wg%] 'well'; [‘'vEar] 'very';
[t4¥z] 'tells'; ['s#}dom] 'seldomj etce.

(vi) [e:],[#:] The short vowel may be lengthened before
' pauses, or due to hesitation, emphasis, or
intonation.

The most general features of the variants may be summarised
as follows: lowering and centralisation of /e/ occur

before /r, 1/.
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H5e3e2e3 Comﬁarative Distribution:

Section 1.

(a)

(o)

Section 2.

Section 3.
(a)

(p)

Section L.

Corresponding to RP /e/:

/vet/ 'vet'; /‘pemv/ 'penny'; /egz/
'eggs'; and very many others.

/tverv/ 'very'; /‘fele/ 'fellow'; etc.
This second subgroup also appears under
/a/, where it is more fully listed.t

Corresponding to RP /o/:

/‘érepms/ 'threepence'; /i1enfe(r)'te:niment/
'entertainment'; /di'pe:(r)timent/
'department'; /e't§{i:viment/ 'achievement';
/im'pryiviment/ ‘improvement'; /ispek'teklz/
'spectacles'; etc. : :

Corresponding to RP /1/:
/i1en'keridz/ 'encourage'; /em'plor/ 'employ',
etc. /'fored/ 'forehead'; /icke'nomk/
'economic'; /eg'zakt/ 'exact'; etc.

This subgroup also has /i/ in the dialect:
/'revit/ ‘rivet'; /'mesPe(r)/ 'mister';
/sereng/2 'string'; /spel/ 'spill' (noun,
when meaning 'taper'). ‘

Corresponding to RP /&/:

/‘'setdr, ‘sefe(r)dr/ 'Saturday'; /es/
'ash'; /slek/ 'slack (coal)'; /'bledde(r)/
'pladder'; /'‘redi§iz/ ‘radishes'; /ez/ ,
'has'; /'blegbri/ 'blackberry'; /'blegbe(r)n/f
'Blackburn'; /'kekl, 'ketl/ 'cackle'. E
These words also have /a/ in the dialect,
except ash which has /ét/.

1. See subsection 2(b) of section 5.3.3.3.
2. [n] is an allophone of /n/ before /k, g/ - cf. section 5.5.18,
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Section 5. Corresponding to RP /i:/:

/'etn/ 'eaten'; /'jezio(r)/ 'easier!';
/klen, tlen/ 'clean'; /lev/ 'leave';

/plez/ 'please'; /tSep/ ‘'‘cheap'; /tiet/
'cheat'; /bjet/ 'beat'; /‘bjctn/ 'beaten'.

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /e1r/:

/e/ ‘'enh'; et/ 'ate'; /'mebi:/ "maybe';
/mek/ 'make' (usuwally with /e:/); /se/
'say'; /tek/ 'take' (also with /a/);
/tSen/ 'chain'; /'weskot/ 'waistcoat'.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /v/:

/'getn/ 'got' (p.p.).

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /a1/:
/met/ ‘might' (vb.).

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /o:/:
/'kwet6e(r)/ 'quarter' (also with fe:, o:,

a, e:/).

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /av/:
/'neden/ "now then'.

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /rv/s

/\febryier/, more often /'febjviier/
'February'. :

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /19/:
/je(r)/ 'hear; ear' (more often with /a,

@i, €1, ©, /).
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5.3.2.4. Modification:

Phonetically, the vowel is usually very fronted in
modified speech, and the main variant for some speakers would
be the slightly more open [g]. Sometimes [e2] is reached.
The vowel features very strohgly in words carrying secondary
stress which are spelt with 'e', e.g. /‘'konstikwentlr/
'consequentlyf.1 [3)]-types tend toward [e]=[ee] in modified
speech. |

Distributionally:

Section 1 retains /e/

Section 2 retains /e/
Section 3(a) retains /e¢/
(o) —> //
Section 4 —> /a/
Section 5 —> /i:/

Section 6 —> /e:/, but eh, ate, say and
take are more likely to retain /¢/

Section 7 —> /o/
Section 8 —> /av/
Section 9 —> /o:i/
Section 10 retains /c/
Section 11 retains /e/

Section 12 —> /is/

1. Cf. subsections 2 and 3(a) of the Comparative Distribution
above.
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5.3.3. /a/

5¢3+43.10 'Deécriptionz

1

Fig. 11. - /a/ and variants

/a/ is a low, front, unrounded, short vowel. The
most common variant is somewhat back of front, i.e. [a], and
is fully open. A completely front variant [a)] and a some-
what centralised variant [&] are also very common. | Although
back variants are much less frequent, their existence is |
not surprising, for there is no contrasting open back phoneme.

/8/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed
syllables. Examples:

/tami/ ‘any'; /mam/ ‘'mam, mother'; /‘'pei'‘swad/
'pea pod'; /'tane(r)/ 'tanner, sixpence (2.1/2p)';
/‘kareivan/ 'caravan'; /ak'sept/ ‘'accept'; ‘
/1konitami ‘ne:t1d/ ‘contaminated'; /snak/ 'sneck,
latch'; etc.

/ja(r)/ 'year', /3ja(r)/ 'hear', /ja(r)/ 'ear' and /fa(r)/
'far' all have the short pronunciation indicated by the
phonemic rendering here, although in all cases there are

other pronunciations too. Therefore, for speakers who do
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not pronounce post-vocalic /r/, /a/ may occur in open syllables
in final position. In the dialect, words with reduplicating
syllables in children's language end in /a/:

/‘dada/ 'dada'; /‘'mama/ 'mamma‘'; /'nana/
'grandmother, mother's aunt, and probably
any elderly female relative, or even an
unrelated female, who assists in caring
for a child'.

Needless to say, these words are used by adults as well as by
children. ©Note also: /a/ 'I'; /a(r)/ tape'.t

Traditionally long /e:/ occurs before /f, s, 6/ and
for most traditional speakers /a/ may be said to occur
infrequently in these environments.2 However, there is some
variation from one word to another.

/a/ does not occur before /§/. The [e'1] am [e1]
variants which traditionally occur before /§/ to the total
exclusion of [a]-types, are assigned in this analysis to /81./.3

/a/ has a somewhat restricted distribution before
/my n/, since in many common words such as /pon/ ‘'pan',

I

/‘ome(r)/ 'hammer', /o/ is used.

5¢3¢3.2., Variants:

(1) [al is the most common variant and occurs in
all positions. It is lesusual, however,
in those contexts designated for [&, a, e,
g and &] below. Examples: [ggme] 'game';

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 105) who notes that RP /=/ does not occur

in final open syllables.
2. Cf. sections 5.2.5.1, 5.2.5. 2(iv) and subsection 6(a) of

section 5.2.5.3.
3, Cf. section 5.4.1. 2(ii) and subsection 6 of section 5.4.1.3.

li. Por further examples see subsection L of section 5.3.4.3,



(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

[&]

[a]
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[tant] ‘'any'; ['k‘wgf?éez] 'quarters';
['pfapfe] 'paper'; etc.

Occurs in most contexts (where it is less
frequent than [a]), and especially before
/ry, 1/ - although note also the raised and
centralised variants in subsection (vi)
below. [&4] also occurs in words which are
not heavily stressed. Examples: [f&K2]
'fact'; [88€2] 'that'; ['vési] 'very';
[é&%P‘] 'help'; [wit] 'well'; etc.

The variant occurs in free variation with
[a], although it is less frequent. It is
typical of: a) words which often have an
even higher variant before /k, g/ and [y] -
as in subsection (v); b) full stress;

c) modified speech. Examples: [ ‘'bagkin]
'"banking'; [mam] 'mam, mother'; [k‘amp?]
'camp'; ['babi] ‘'baby'; [flag] 'flag';
etc. ' S

[a],[g],[&] Back variants. There is no back open

phoneme contrasting with /a/, therefore

the existence of optional back variants is
not surprising. They are in free variation
with [a], but are in a decided minority by
comparison. Their use appears to be largely
a matter of idiolect: some speakers do not
have them at all, whilst others use them
with some frequency, or intermittently.

In some idiolects they can even occur before
/k/, which usually causes raising of /a/

in the dialect, as will be seen in sub-
section (v). Examples: [blgﬁ§] 'plack';
[gs] 'I shall'; [' baaklé&] 'Brackley';

[1ad] '1ad'; [%df2] 'that'; [plant¢]
'plant'y etc. - ;
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(vi)

(vii)

[a],[e]

[£],[4]
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Raised variants. These occur especially
before /k, g/ and [3]. They also occur
before /r/, and to a lesser extent in
other contexts. A preceding /j/, and
occasionally, perhaps, a preceding /k/
or /g/, may also cause raising. Examples:
[vag]l 'bag'; ['bankgoef] 'Bancroft';
[fak] 'fact'; [‘'kesrd] 'carried'; [fes)
'far’'; ['angzn] 'hanging'; ['dsg%?sen]
'Jackson'; [QQEQEK‘] 'Frank'; [fp‘wles]
'palace'; [@238] 'health'; [‘dzakit2]
'jacket'; [t¢mkR] 'take'; [‘geaidz] .
'garage'; ['jage] 'ear-hole'; [dsﬁgfs]
'‘Jack's'; [wl an] 'we han = have';

[gas] 'gas'; etc. '

Raising, together with marked centralisation,
is found most frequently before /1/, and

- also with considerable regularity before /r/.

[a?], etc.

Examples: [‘'t§#re:bang] 'char-a-banc';
['késx1d] 'carried'; ['dsv, 'sar] 'Harry';
[1f81e] 'fellow'; [w#¥] 'well'; ['&i2tfe]
'Halshaw'; [§%E}s] 'else'; [p*#%z] ‘'pals';
etc.

A rounded variant is sometimes encountered:
a) before /m, n/, in which respect it must be
borne in mind that some words which sometimes
appear with /a/ also have /a/;1 and b) after
/w/. Examples: ['fa'ml€ ] 'family';
[ng’n%}‘] tgrant'; ['wa?f2s1€2] 'whatsit';
[sa’m]) 'Sam'; [a3a’m] 'jam'; [1a’nd]

'land'; etc.

(viii) [&:] etc. Lengthened variants may occur due to a

1. Cf. especially subsection 4 of section 5.3.4.3, and further
Section 5030’-[».2(") .
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pause, hesitation, or a particular intonation
pattern. Occasionally I have transcribed

a lengthened form for which I cannot see any
apparent explanation, e.g. [t¢aips] 'taps'.

(ix) [#&], etc. Occasionally a word contains a very high
- variant before /r/: [‘'k¥s1d] 'carried';
['k&ar] 'carry'; [fzaend] 'far end'.
In these cases the variants are more ‘
reminiscent of /¢/, and one is reminded of
some variants of /=:/ before‘/r/.l

5¢3¢343« Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /&/:

/bak/ 'back'; /'kareivan/ 'caravan';
/tSap/ 'chap'; and very many others.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /e/:

(a) /'ani/ 'any' (also with /o/); /‘aniiJjay/
'anyhow' (also with /o/); /‘avrii6in/
'everything'; /land/ 'lend' (also with.
/5/); /lant/ 'lent' (vb.).

(b) The following occurrences of /a/ before
/1, r/ overlap allophonically in the dialect
with allophones of /e/ and either phoneme
may be assigned to the words: /‘'saleri/
tcelery'; /als/ ‘else'; /‘fale/ 'fellow';
/al(t)8/ 'health'; /tal/ 'tell'; /iz'sal/
'himself'; /wal/ 'well'; /alp/ 'help';
/ivari/ 'very'; /balt/ 'belt'; /'balr/
'belly'; /‘'jale/ 'yellow'; etc.

1. Cf. section 5.2.5.2(1ii).

i



(c)

Section 3.

Section L.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.
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Note also /snak/ 'sneck, latch', which
often has [e] in other varieties of
English and Scottish.

/

Corresponding to RP /e1r/:

/‘make(r)/ 'maker' (also with /e:/);
/'fave(r)z/ 'favours'; /gam/ 'game';
/'pape(r)/ 'paper'; /'‘wakmin/ 'wakening';
/tak/ 'take' (also with /¢/ but /a/ appears
to be the more traditional); /tan, 'takn/
'taken'; /'babi/ 'baby'; /‘akoa(r)n/
'acorn'; /gan/ ‘gave'.

Corresponding to RP /a:/:
/fa(r)/ 'far' (also with /e:/); /ba(r)/
'vbar' (also with /e=:/); /‘antiz/ 'aunties';
/at/ 'art, art thou?'; /‘padn/ 'pardon'
(also with /o, e&:/); /‘daren/ 'Darwen';
/a(r)/ 'are'.

Corresponding to RP /ra/:

/'jare, 'jaro:l/ 'ear-hole'; /ja(r)/ ‘'ear;
hear' (also with /e:, e:, €:, €, ©/).

Corresponding to RP /p/ after /w/:

/iwa'rizit/ 'what is it?'; /'wandre:(r)z/
'Wanderers';  /want/ 'want'; /‘'watsit/
'whatsit'; '/'kwart/ tquarry'; /wat§/
'watch's etc. '

Note also: /'pei'swad/ pea-swad 'pea~-pod',
which is rendered in Northern Standard
with /o/.

Corresponding to RP /0:/:

/'kwatfe(r)/ 'quarter' (also with /e, &:, o1,
e:/); /‘'wabe(r), 'wate(r)/ 'water' (more
usually with /e:/).
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Section 8. Corresponding to RP /ai/:
/a/ 'I'; Jam/ 'I'm'.

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /3:/:
/ja(r)/ 'year' (also with fe:, e, €:/).

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /o/:
| /ak'sept/ 'accept'.

5.3.3.4. Modification:

Phonetically there is a general movement towards
clal]. The variants [a, a, @] are extremely rare in modified
speéch; high central varianté are usually absent due to the
less retroflex character of /r/; and rounded variants are
hardly in evidence, as such variant forms as /mon, man/ 'man'
only exist for the speakers of more residual dialect.

Distributionally:

Section 1 retains /a/

Section 2(a) —> /e/
(b) —> /e/, but some slight degree
of overlap still remains

(¢) retains /a/ if the word is
used at all

Section 3 —> /e:/

Section 4 retains /a/, except —> /e:i(r)w/
in Darwen '

Section 5 —> /1s/
Section 6 —> /o/
Section 7 —> /o:/
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Section 8 retains /a/, or —> /aiv/
Section 9 —> /e, e:/

Section 10 retains /a/

5.30“-. QL

5e3etele Description:

A\
N\
K

Fig. 12. - /o/ and variants

/°/ is a short, rounded, back, half-open vowél. The
vowel 1is decidedly higher than RP /v/, and also more rounded,
although the degree of rounding naturally depends upon the
phonetic environment. The main variant is very close to C[o].

/o/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed

syllables. Examples:

/fo(r)/ 'for'; /ikon'dokOe(r)/ 'conductor';
/mon/ 'man'; /‘omv/ ‘any'j etc.

As in the case of /e/,1 there is often a marked impression of

secondary stress in syllables containing /o/, but not carrying

l. Cf. section 5.3.2.1.
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the main word stress., Examples:

/1kon'dokOe(r)/ 'conductor'; /ikon'demd/
'condamned'; /i1kon'dr§(e)nz/'conditions';
etc.

Occurrences of /o/ in open syllables1 are: /o/ 'on'

(but only when the next word begins with a consonant);

/fo(r)/ 'for' (when pronounced without the /r/, which is

usually the case); /'to'to/ 'toffee, sweet' (children's

word) .

/o/ has a restricted or intermittent distribution

before certain consonants where /o/ appears in correspondence
with RP /o/ and ME /o/. Examples: /dog/ ‘'dog'; /long/
'long'; etc. A detailed treatment is given under /b/.2

Variants of /o/ and /o/ overlap and the boundaries between

the two phonemes are sometimes anything other than clear.

3

/o2/ does not usually occur traditionally before

/fy, s, 6/ where the dialect has /o:/. Examples: /bro:o/

'broth'; /o:f/ ‘off'; /tois/ 'toss'; etc.u More marginally,

a few words which are normally pronounced with /o/ have been

transcribed occasionally with [0:)] in contexts where there

is no reason to expect lengthening. In such cases, phonemici-

sation with /o:/ is possible although /o/ is more usual.

This lengthening seems to occur most often before /p/:

1.
2.

L.

Cf. Gimson (1974: 112). _
See subsection L4 of section 5.3.5.3 for a full discussion.

Cf. subsection L of sections 5.3.5.3 and 5.3.4.2(iii) and (iv)
See section 4(b) of section 5.2.6.3. for further examples.
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/toip/ ‘'top'; /sto:ip/ 'stop'; /'oipipikin/ 'hop-picking';

etc.

/e'klotk/ 'o'clock'; /lo:t/ 'lot'; etc.

Occasionally /o:/ also occurs before other consonants:

1

/°>/ is not usually met before the combination /1t/

in common words. NS /o/ + /1t/ is rendered by /o:/ + /t/ in

the dialect, e.g. /so:t/ 'salt'; etc.

2

/>/ has a rather restricted distribution after /w/

where /a/ is often used, e.g. /wat§/ 'watch'; etc. Cf.,

however, /wom/ 'honme'.

5e31e2. Variants:

(1)

(ii)

(ii1)

[0] A normal variant of unrestricted occurrence.
Examples: [skon] 'scone'; [stond] 'stand';
[1kon'demd] 'condemned'; etc.

[5] A normal variant occurring especially in
) words which are not heavily stressed within
the utterance. Examples: ['k¢Slesti]
'colliery'; [‘'b3bin] 'bobbin'; [a'klﬁfy‘]
'o'clock';: etc. ' '

[21,[3] Raised variants occur quite frequently and
' have been noted especially before /p, b, n,
k and t/. A raised and centralised variant
has been noted before the same phonemes and .
also /ks/.u Examples: [k‘qiy‘] 'cock';
[n3€2] 'not'; [dz¥n] 'John'; [n5b] 'knob';
[b3ks] 'box'; [stop2] 'stop'; etc.’

1.
2,
3,

Ccf.
Ct.
Ct.
ct.
given

subsection 4(a) of section 5.2.6.3.

section 5.2.6.1, and subsection 1(a) of section 5.2.6,3.
section 5.3.3.3, subsection 6 for further examples.

the higher variants in subsection (iv) and the environment:
for occurrences of /o/ in subsection 4 of section 5.3,5.3 -

4B and especially 4C.
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(iv) [o],[8] These very high variants are around C[o]
' ' and at this point we are within the
territory of the /o/ phoneme.l Note
under /o/ those words which correspond to
RP /v/ and ME and NS /o/.2 Examples:
[te6p2] 'top'; [‘bobbe t¢v:] 'bob or two';
['bo{fstn] 'voxing'; etc.

(v) [3¢1,[§¢],[ps], etc. Lowered variants occur infrequently
in the traditional dialect. ZExamples:
['fp¢awm] 'for him'; [dzp¢n] 'John'; [£§¢]
'for'; etc. Lowered variants become much
more common in modified speech. They may
also occur in words which also have /a/, or
which modify to /a/: ['p¢g¢da'n] 'pardon';
[stand] 'stand'; etc. ‘

(vi) [o2°],[o0:], etc. o/ seems to lengthen quite readily

: ' ' before a pause or hesitation, or due to
intonation, or, as far as I can ascertain,
in a word at the end of any phrase or sense-
unit. It is perhaps not implausible to
suggest that the lengthening of a short
vowel could itself constitute a pause or

hesitation of sorts.

5¢3.4.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /v/:
/dzob/ 'Job'; /‘fored/ 'forehead';
/'koleri/ 'colliery'; /skon/ 'scone';
/S$op/ 'shop'; and very many more.

l. Cf. section H5.3.5.2.
2. Cf. subsection 4 of section 5.3.5.3.
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Section 2. Corresponding to RP /ou/:

/kom/ 'comb'; /'spokn/ 'spoken';
/‘brokn/ 'broken'; /‘opn/ ‘open';
/'frozn/ 'frozen'; /‘wovn/ 'woven';
/wom/ ‘home' (also with /o/); /e‘wom/
'at home' (also with /o/).

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

Also with /os, o:/: /fo(r)/ 'for' (also
with /e/); /‘'fotti/ ‘forty'; /o/ only:
/'fore(r)d/ 'forward(s)'.

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /ee/ before nasals,
especially /n/:
/sond/ 'sand'; /stond/ 'stand'; /kon/
'can'; /mon/ 'man'; /‘gronife:de(r)/ |
'grandfather'; /‘gronimode(r)/ 'grandmother';
/'Ybonksmon/ 'banksman'; /ont/ 'hand';
/'onde(r)/ '~hander'; /‘ondid/ '~handed';
/‘onkl/ 'ankle'; /spon/ 'span';- /‘onse(r)t/
'answered'; /‘moniid3e(r)/ 'manager';
/‘onfol/ 'handful'; /‘ondl/ 'handle'; /pon/
'pan'; /‘'‘ponke:k/ 'pancake'; /lond/ 'land';
/1ond/ 'lend' (also with /a/); /‘ome(r)/
'hammer's etc.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /e/:
/fot, fot§/ 'fetch'; /‘rosl/ 'wrestle'
(similarly all derivative forms); /‘oni/
'any' (similarly in compounds); /‘'moni/
'many'; /lont/ 'lent' (vb.).

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /a/:

/1kon'demd/ 'condemned'; /ikon'dir§(e)nz/
'conditions'; /i«kon'dokOe(r)/ 'conductor's
etc. ‘ :
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Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a:/:

/bros/ 'brass' (more usually with /e:/);
/'fosn/ 'fasten' (more usually with /m:/);
/'1ode(r)/ 'lather'.

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /i:/:
/‘'skwozn/ 'squeezed' (p.p.).

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /x/:
/‘érovn/ 'driven'.

5.3.4.4. Modification:

In modified speech, variants below C[o] become normal.
A degree of unrounding is customary, and fronting towards [a]
is frequent. Typical variants are in the range [9¢]-[2?]. |
The raised variants disappear altogether in strongly“modified
speech.
Distributionally:
Section 1 retains /o/
Section 2 —> /o:/
Section 3 —> /o9/ (although for can retain /o/
Section 4t —> /a/
Section 5 —> /e/

Section 6 retains /o/

Section 7 —> /a/
Section 8 —> /o:/
Section 9 —> /1/

In section 6, /o/ remains in syllables taking secondary stress
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in what is, in fact, a rather large group of words. /o/ is
also used in NS in a number of words spelt with 'o', where
RP has /o/ and the dialect /eo/ or /o/, e.g.

NS /'pailon/ 'pylon' - dialect /‘'pailon/ - RP /'pa:len/.l;
One might compare the NS form both with the written form of
the word and with US /'pailon/. It is impossible to distinguish’
one influence from the other as both are plausible. It is ‘
currently the case that American full-vowel pronunciations
are common in radio, cinema and television.2 I recall also
how one informant told me that he and his friénds were utterly
amazed when they heard the first talking pictures, as they had
never heard an American speak before, They went around for
weeks afterwards imitating this strange accent. In less
familiar words, to which people nowadays are increasingly
exposed due to the greater amount of information available
in the world, and due to increased communications, trade,
travel, education and so on, informants may be unsure of
aspects of pronunciation and may well be influenced by the
written form in cases where they are familiar with it. The
prestige of the written language in schools, and education at

large, is a factor which must also be considered.

1. There is nothing absolute about these forms: NS and the

dialect can also have /e/ in this word.
2. Although the influence of the written word may be discernible

here too, at least in some cases, as broadcasters are usually
reading.
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5¢3e¢5. [o/

5¢3.5.1« Description;

A\
W

Fig. 13. - /o/ and variants

/o/ is a high, back, rounded, short vowel. The most
common variants are on or above the half-close position.
Typical variants in stressed syllables are pronounced very
far back - indeed, on this particular count /o/ or /u/ might
well have made an appropriate phonemic symbol. However, the
phoneme also has variants which are somewhat centralised,
especially in its widespread use in relatively unstressed

syllables, and modification may also lead to some degree of

centralisation. /o/ therefore seems the best symbol to cover
the range of variants. The tongue is quite tense when the

back variants are pronounced.

/o/ has a wider distribution within the word than its
common RP equivalents. It occurs initially, medially and

finally in open syllables.1 Examples:

1. Cf. RP /A/ and /v/, Gimson (1974: 107, 117).
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/op/ 'up'; /'overin/ ‘hovering'; /fost/ 'first';
/s8rong/ 'strong'; /rok/ ruck 'slag heap' (also
with /v:/); /‘flozze(r)/ 'e.g. a cotton cop,
spindle or bobbin from which the cotton is over-
flowing'; /'mozv/ 'muzzy'; /‘somot/ 'something';
/‘womon/ 'woman'; /sot/ 'soot'; /do/ 'do' (also
with /¥:/); /go/ 'go' (also with /¥:/);  /‘'jale/
'yellow'; /pons/ 'kick'; /‘oolos/ 'always';
/mon/ 'must'; /otpe:(r)t/ 'apart'; etce.
/o/ appears to have been the traditional vowel in
syllables which are relatively unstressed,1 rather in the

manner that /o/ functions in RP as a reduced vowel. Nowadays

/eo/ and /o/ are in free variation in relatively unstressed
syllables. A range of variants intermediate between [w] and
[e, a] is found to occur in syllables which are relatively
unstressed in addition to /o/ and /e/. Examples of /o/ in
syllables not carrying the main word stress:

/'womon/ 'woman'; /‘somot/ 'something'; /'Jjalo/
'vellow'; /'vakom/ 'vacuum'; /‘'london/ 'London';
/Ydominoz/ ‘'dominoces'; /‘switse(r)i:lond/
'Switzerland'; /‘brekfos/ 'breakfast'; /‘insedont/

*incident'; /‘'wiiverom/ 'Weaverham'; /'problom/
'problem'; /'bantomz/ 'bantams'; etc.

In final consonant clusters, /1/ is often syllabic,
and its quality is reminiscent of /o/; on other occasions,
/o/ can be heard before /1/, e.g. /'pi:pl, 'piipol/ 'people'.
/o/ and /e/ perhaps occur most frequently between /§/ and /n/,

e.g. /drttenfon/ 'detention'.3

1. Cf., however, the occurrence of /o/ and /e/ in syllables
carrying secondary stress, sections 5.3.4.1. and 5.3.2.1.

respectively.

2., See also /e/, section 5.3.6.1.
3, Cf. section 17 of the Comparative Distribution below.
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There is some overlap between /o/ and /o/ which will

be the subject of attention in the Comparative Distribution

below.

5¢3¢5¢2., Variants:

(i) [ol,[8),[ul,[1], etc. These variants all occur in free
variation with each other, and particularly
in stressed syllables. However, the very
high and backed variants [{] and [y] are
somewhat more typical of certain environments:
1) in the environment of [q] and [G],
especially if these variants precede the
/o/+ ['aypd] 'couple'; [quym] 'come';

[Giim] 'gum, God'; and 2) in the environment
of bilabia13° [pfyp 2] 'pub'; [ ‘'wimun]
'woman' ; [u p¢] 'up'; [Dbiim] 'bum'; etc.

It should be stressed that these environ-
mental considerations reflect a tendency,

and no more; they do not define a clearly
delimited subclass. Other examples: [ ‘'mdmi]
'money'; [wom] 'home'; and, using the
cover symbol [o0] for variants around [o]

and [6]: [mos] 'moss'; [stozg‘] 'stuck';
[boks] 'box'; ['eog:*ktn] 'thinking'

(jovial form); etc. These variants may

also occur in syllables which are relatively
unstressed: ['somot2] 'something';

['pee: vmonf?] 'pavement’'; ['a}ond] 'Holland';

etc.

(i1) [é] [o], and variants between [u] and [e]: These
variants are common in syllables which do
not carry the primary word stress, or in
words which are very weakly stressed within
the utterance as a whole. Examples: [bur]
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'vut' (weak stress); [kum] 'come' (weak
stress); [w¢m] 'them' (weak stress);
[w'levnpens] 'elevenpence'; [ 'prestenz]
'Preston's'; [asf2] 'do the' (unstressed);
[*inglgnd] 'England'; [‘'lemdn] 'lemon'; etc.

(iii) See the variants given under /o/.2

5¢3¢He3s Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /u/:
(a) /brok/ 'brook'; /krokt/ 'crooked'; /sot/
'soot'; /‘blomin/ 'blooming' (also with /e/).
These words also have /Y:/, although less
frequently.
(p) /pot/ ‘put'; /fol/ 'full'; /‘womon/ 'woman';
/god/ 'good'; /wod/ 'wood'; etc.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /A/:

(a) /e'mong/ 'among'; /won/ 'one' (also with /o/);
/'nodin/ 'nothing'; /tong/ 'tongue';
/‘'skandel monge(r)/ 'scandalmonger';
/'‘mongrel/ 'mongrel'; /‘ei(j)e(r)nimonge(r)/
'ironmonger'. These words have /o/ in NS.

(b) /‘'mode(r)/ 'mother'; /stok/ ‘'stuck';
/'jongsfe(r)/ 'youngster'; and many others.
These words have /o/ in NS.

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /3:(r)/:
/fost/ 'first'; /'wosli/ 'Worsley'; /bost/

1. Cf. also /e/, section 5.3.6.2(iv) for the more heavily
centralised and lowered variants shading imperceptibly from
[0] and [w] into variants of /e/.

2. Cf. section 5.3.4.2(ii1i) and (iv).
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'burst'; /wos/ 'worse'; /wost/ 'worst';
/‘kossin/ 'cursing'; /pos/ 'purse'; /nos/
'nurse'; /'‘nossin/ 'nursing'; /nost/
'nursed'; /oron/ 'burn'; /wo9/ 'worth';
/'dos(e)nt/ 'daren't' (also with /e:, a, e, ei

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /v/:

This group is particularly problematic, as
there 1is an area of overlap with the dialect
/o/-phoneme so that it is not always clear
which phoneme is being used in a given case,
nor is it clear to exactly what extent one
should restrict the distribution of /o/.

The problem has been touched upon in the
description of the /o/-phoneme, both in terms
of distribution,l and of phonetic variants.2
It will be treated in greater detail here.

It seems necessary to distinguish the regular occurrences
of /o/ from the optional ones, and these two in turn from the
more isolated ones. Only in this way can an accurate picture
be obtained of (a) the distribution of /o/, and (b) the

resultant restrictions on the distribution of /o/.

A. COMPLETELY REGULAR OCCURRENCES OF DIALECT /o/
CORRESPONDING TO RP /v/:

(i) Before /ng/:
/rong/ ‘'wrong'; /e‘long/ 'along'; /long/

1. Cf. section 5.3.4. Description.
2. Cf. section 5.3.4.2(1iv).
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'long'; /bi'long/ 'belong'; /sBrong/
'strong'; /‘rong'ro:did/ 'wrong-roaded';
/er\ 'longlegz/ 'Harry-longlegs, crane £ly';
/1dadi'longleg(z)/ 'daddy longlegs'; and
other compounds containing long, strong and

wrong.

(ii) Before /g/:

/tlog, klog/ ‘clog'; /dog/ 'dog'; /fog/
'fog'; /frogz/ 'frogs'; /togz/ 'togs =
clothes'; /'edzog/ 'hedgehog'.

(ii1) Before /m/:

/tom/ 'Tom'; /‘tomi/ 'Tommy'; /‘bomefer(y)e)
'bonfire'; /'bomi/ ‘bonfire' (children's
word). /‘bomifer(j)e(r)/ could be assigned

to a category headed with /n/, but the
distinction between /m/ and /n/ is neutralise
before /f/.

(iv)  Before /v/:

/'ove(r)/ 'hover'; /‘ove(r)ikre:ft/
'hovercraft'; /‘ovol/ 'hovel'; /‘kovendri/

'Coventry'.

(v) Before /d/:
/erod/ ‘'trod'.

B. OCCURRENCES CF DIALECT /o/ CCRRESPONDING TO RP /v/,
WHICH ARE REGULAR, BUT IN FREE VARIATION WITH /o/:

(1) Before /nk/:
/'donki/ 'donkey'.

(1i) Before /n/:
/Son/ 'shone'.
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(iii) Before /u/:
/from/ 'from' (also /fe(r), fre/).

(iv) Before /ks/:

/boks/ 'box'; /‘boksin by:d/ 'boxing
booth'; /'boksin de:/ 'Boxing Day';
/stoks/ 'stocks'.

(v) Before /1/:
/v'volv/ 'evolve'; /'olediz/ 'holidays'.

(vi) In syllables not carrying the main stress:

fletdzkroft/ 'Agecroft'; /'6os(r)niikroft/
'Thorneycroft'.l

C. ISOLATED OCCURRENCES OF DIALECT /o/
CORRESPONDING TO RP /v/:

These have been noted in words such as: bob, job,

top, proper; yonder, Donald; plank; o'clock, dock; God; moss,

throstle; porridee. In these examples the appearance of /o/

before /n/, /nk/ and /d/ is supported by more definite

occurrences in these environments in sections A and B.

The

bulk of the isolated occurrences noted are before /p/, /b/,
/k/ and /n/: this constitutes a very similar list of environ-
ments to that given for raised variants of /o/.2

Within the dialect itself, /o/ alternates with /o/ in

1. These two appear to be genuine /o/ forms. They do not
alternate with /e/ as /o/ does in its capacity as reduced vowel,
and they modify to /o/. In forms where /o/ occurs in unstressec
syllables (with /e/ in free variation) - /'bonksmon/ 'banksman',
/'foimon/ ‘'foreman' - we are dealing with a regular feature of
relatively unstressed syllables rather than any tendency for the

/°/ in man to become /o/.
2. See section 5.3.4.2(1ii) and (iv).
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/won, won/ 'one', /wom/ 'home' and /e'wom/ 'at home'.

Furthermore, in comparison with NS /o/, there are occurrences

of dialect /o/, especially before /ng/, which correspond to
/A/ in RP;1 and occurrences of dialect /o/ optionally in

words such as /kom'ple:nts/ 'complaints'.

The occurrences of /o/ in sections A, B and C suggest

that there is substantial exclusion of /o/ before some phonemes

(e.ge. /2/) in common dialect words; optional exclusion before

others (e.g. /ks/), which is also partial in terms of the

number of words involved; and that beyond these two classes

there are an appreciable number of isolated cases, some of

which are also marginal due to the overlap between variants

of /o/ and /o/.2

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /o/:
/o'pet(r)t/ ‘apart'; /'bonksmon/ 'banksman';
/ad om/ 'had them'; /o'levnpons/ 'elevenpence'
/'krismos/ 'Christmas'; /‘inglond/ 'England’';
/'lemon/ 'lemon'; /'london/ 'London'; and
many others.

Sometimes a speaker of residual dialect will use /o/ in syllables

not carrying the primary stress where a more modified speaker
would use /o/ or /e¢/: /kom'ple:nts/ 'complaints'; /e'mjyv:zmont/

'amusement'; etc. Nowadays, /e/ is in free variation with /o/

in all such cases.

3

1,
2.

3.

For examples see section 2(a) of this Comparative Distribution

Cf. section 5.3.4.2(1iii) and (iv). The overlap between /o/
and /o/, and the wide range of phonetic contexts in which /o/
corresponds to RP /v/, NS /o/ and ME /o/, make any explanation
of the development of dialect /o/ in such words extremely
complicated - cf. Ford (1974), Wright, P. (1976: 52f), and
Shorrocks (1977b).

Cf. section 5.3.6.1.



321.

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /au/:

(a) /go/ 'go' (also with /v:/); /wom/ 'home'
(less often with /o/); /e'wom/ (less often
with /o/).

(v) /'rosko/ 'Roscoe'; /‘dominoz/ 'dominoes';

and all cases of RP /ov/ in final, open,
unstressed syllables.l /e/ is now slightly
the more usual in this context, but /o/ is
still permissible in all cases.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /av/:

/bon/ 'bound'; /fon/ ‘'found'; /won/
'wound'; (forms with /e:/ and final /4/
are possible in all three cases).

Section 8. Corresponding to RP /u:/:

/do/ 'do' (stressed and unstressed; also
with /¥:/), and in relatively unstressed

syllables in July, fortune, statue, tissue,

etc.2

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /e/:
/'Solin/ 'shelling’.

Section 10. Corresponding to RP /e/:

/plonk/ ‘plank' (more normally /o/);
/'dzv:isnop/ 'Dewsnap' (normally /a/);
/dronk/ 'drank'; /ron/ ‘ran'; /rong/
'rang'; /sonk/ 'sank'; /song/ 'sang';
/spon/ 'span'; /sprong/ 'sprang'; /stonk/
'stank'; /swom/ 'swam'.

1. For a fuller list see subsection 6 of section 5.3.6.3.
2. /e/ may also be used in these unstressed syllables. Forms
are given in subsection 9 of section 5.3.6.3.
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Section 11. Corresponding to RP /1/:
/sot/ 'sit' (/1/ is more usual).

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /juo/:

/‘vakom/ 'vacuum'.

Section 13. Corresponding to RP /us/ in relatively

unstressed syllables:

In visualise, eventually, aperture, etc.1

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /wi/:

/'o:los/ 'always'.

Section 15. Corresponding to RP /ju/ in relatively
unstressed syllables:

In regulations, celluloid, deputies,

ambulance, etc.2

Section 16. Corresponding to RP /ex/:
/kom/ 'came' (also with /v:/).

Section 17. Corresponding to RP consonant clusters:

/o/ (or /e/) appears optionally in some
consonant clusters. In final consonant
clusters, /1/ has a quality which is
reminiscent of /o/, or unrounded /o/, and
is sometimes preceded by this vowel, as
explained in the Description above. /o/
may also appear in the environment /§-n/.

Examples:

1. These words also have /e/. Forms are given in subsection

10 of section 5.3.6.3.
2. These words also have /e/. Forms are given in subsection

7 of section 5.3.6.3,
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/'piipol/ 'people' cf. RP /-p1/
/1ek'sepfennl/ 'exceptional® cf. RP /-§nl/
/dv'tenfon/ 'detention' cf. RP /-§n/

See further under /e/.l A vowel would not
be interposed in the clusters /fn, vn, dn,
tn, 41, tl/.2

5¢3¢5elte Modification:

The main variant sometimes modifies to a variant in
the [o])-[e] or [u]-[e] ranges. However, not all speakers
modify this phoneme, and some retain a very backed /o/ despite
modifying other aspects of their speech. In syllables not
carrying the main stress, /e/ is used more than /o/, and
intermediate variants also occur. The problem of overlap

between /o/ and /o/ largely disappears. /o/ is lower in
modified speech and more widely distributed. Two important

sections from the Comparative Distribution, 2(a) and 4, both

convert to /o/.

There are occasional modifications in the directions
of [8], [A] and [0]. Such modifications are extreme by the
standards of my informants, and only one lady had decided
inclinations in these directions. Vhen modification of this
type occurs, it is likely that RP /a/ and /u/ will not be
distinguished, or not be consistently distinguished, Jjust as
the dialect uses /o/ for both these phonemes in substantial

groups of words.

l., Cf. section 5.3.6.1.
2., oe:(r)nden/ 'Burnden' is an exception, no doubt because

of the /n/ which precedes the /d/.
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Distributionally:

Section 1(a) —> /v:/
() retains /o/

Section 2(a) —> /o/ (nothing sometimes
retains /o/)
(b) retains /o/

Section 3 —> /e/ (less often /e:/;
/oron/ —> /be:(r)n/).

Section 4 —> /o/

Section 5 —> /e/

Section 6(a) retains /o/ (if the words are use
(p) ~—> /e/, or, more extremely,

—> Jo:/
Section 7 —> /3Y/ (add final /4/)
Section 8 —> /fe/ or /y:/
Section 9 —> /¢/

Section 10 —> /a/, or - in the case of the
preterites - more likely

retains /o/
Section 11 —> /1/
Section 12 —> /e/ or /jv:/
Section 13 —> /e/ or /ys/
Section 14 —> /e/ or /wi/
Section 15 —> /eo/, /jel/ or /jv:/
Section 16 retains /o/, or —> /e:/

Section 17. As in the dialect, but with
greater use of /e/ rather
than /o/
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5.3.6. /e/

5¢3¢4641. Description:

Fig. 4. - /e/ and variants (simplified)

/e/ is a short vowel which varies between front and
centre and between half-open and half-close. It is typically
rounded, even if sometimes only slightly so. It is tenser
than RP /s/, being used in stressed syllables; even when
used in relatively unstressed syllables it still tends to be
tenser than /so/. For instance, there is no decidedly low
variant in word-final position to parallel the word-final
variant of /o/ in RPY - rather, the dialect uses a higher
and usually tenser and more rounded variant such as [e].
This tendency is due to the different accentual pattérﬁ of
the dialect (which unfortunately lies outside the scope of
this segmental analysis), and to the preglottalisation and

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 124).
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gemination of medial consonants. Thus, in ['sslzﬁsbhe]
'slipper', the first syllable is heavily stressed, there is
a hold between the syllablés and, when the second syllable
is pronounced, slight tongue tension is evident in the
realisation of the vowel.

As the phonemic symbol, /e/ is a cover symbol or label
for numerous variants occupying a large area of phonetic
space.1 As a phonetic symbol, it has the quality of the
variants [97], [3?], [§¢] and [o?], i.e. it is a rounded vowel
in or just to the front of the central area. As a cover
symbol for such common variants it is taken to represent the
phonemic norm.

/e/ occurs in all positions within the word, including
syllables carrying the main word stress. In words such as
/sket/ 'skirt', /r/ is not included even as optional, for none
of the informants uses historical post-vocalic /r/ in the
environment /e/ - voiceless consonant.> Examples:

/et/ 'hurt'; /e'ke(r)/ 'occur'; /bet/ 'Bert';
/de(r)/ 'door'; /de(r)/ 'dare'; /wek/ 'work';
/'lerv/ 'lorry'; /'settinli/ ‘certainly'; /je(r)/
'year'; /'tetki, 'tekki/ 'turkey'; /'0ettir/
'thirty'; /Set'tiin/ 'thirteen'; /tfet§/ 'church';
/Set/ 'shirt'; /sket/ 'skirt'; /'fe:de(r)/ 'father';
/‘aksedent/ 'accident'; /e'koz/ 'because'; /e'ko:d/
'vecause'; /e'foo(r)/ 'afore, before'; etc.

/e/ occurs frequently in unstressed syllables where

it is in free variation with o/, e.g. /‘'jale, 'jaln/ 'yellow'.3

1. Cf. the Variants and Fig. 1lk4.

2. Note, however, the possibility of /r/ in an unstressed
syllable: /‘pembe(r)tn/ 'Pemberton'; /'boge(r)t/ 'buggered =
broken, tired'; etc.

3., Cf. sections 5.3.5.1. and 5.3.5.3.
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In syllables carrying secondary stress, however, /o/ and /e/

are often met rather than a reduced vowel.l

In stressed syllables, the occurrence of /e/ and /o/

in free variation is restricted to those words in section 3

of the Comparative Distribution of /o/, (except for the
This class

word /bron/ 'burn'), e.g. /wo8, wed/ 'worth'.
of words apart, the two phonemes do not occur in free variation

in stressed syllables. Examples of minimal pairs distinguishing

/o/ and /e/:
'do' /do/ # /de(r)/ 'door; dare'
'jut' /azet/ £ /azet/ 'jerk!
'shut' /Sot/ # /Set/ 'shirt' |
'nut!' /ot/ # /et/ 'hurt’

(stressed) 'but' /vot/ £ /vet/ 'Bert’
'it's cut' /skot/ #£ /sket/ 'skirt'

'buck' /bok/ £ /bek/ 'fool'
'duck' /dok/ £ /dek/ 'dirk = spindle used by boys
' for throwing, or as a dagger'
"tuck' /tok/ £ /tek/ 'Turk'
etc, :
When a word is not strongly stressed within an utterance, /e/

occasionally appears for a more usual /o/: /dzest/ 'just';

/‘dessi:/ 'does (thou) see?'; /sted/ 'stood'; /‘tede(r)/

'tother = other'; etc.

To some extent, /e/ and /e:/ are in free variation.

Two distinct cases are involved: 1) in some stressed syllables

before historical /r/ (word-final, or followed by a vowel),

e.g. /sle(r), sle:(r)/ 'slide'; 2) in words having an -er(s),

l. Cf. sections 5.3.4.1. and 5.3.2.1l. respectively.
2. Cf. section 5.3.5.3.
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relatively unstressed ending, e.g. /'wandrez, 'wandre:(r)z/
'Wanderers'.® Since the difference between /e/ and /e:/

in stressed syllables is often purely one of length, the
occurrence of half-length variants causes problems for the
phonemicist. To which phoneme should he assign a variant
such as the one in [§{&'a] 'share'? The existence of both
short and long variants in other occurrences of the same
word makes it clear that either phoneme may be used, but the
intermediate case remains indeterminate. The number of
minimal pairs differentiating /e/ from /e:/ is not great, but

there are at least some:2

'Billy' /'bvelr/ #£ /‘ve:(r)li/ 'barely'
'spirit' /‘sperit/ £ /‘'speirit/ 'spare it'
‘furry'! /‘feri/ A4 /‘feiri/ 'fairy'

'hurry' /‘eri/ £ /‘e:ri/ 'hairy'

'worry' /‘weri/ £ /‘weiri/ 'wary'

'worried' /‘werit/ £ /‘weirit/ 'wear it'
'eurry; Curry' /'‘keri/ #£ /‘keiri/ 'Carey'
'her, she' /e(r)/ £ /e:(r)/ 'air; hair; hare'
'dare he?' /‘deri/ #£ /‘'de:ri/ 'dairy'
"Murray' /'‘meri/ £ /‘me:ri/ 'Mary'

/e/ may occur before /r/, and to a lesser extent /1/,

in words which on other occasions sometimes have variants more

obviously belonging to the /¢/ phoneme, e.g. /'dzeri/ 'jerry',

which also occurs with [e], [#] and [3]. It is impossible to

draw a clear line between variants of /e/ and /¢/ in the

environments specified. Definite instances of /e/ are to

1. Cf. further section 5.2.8.1. ‘
2. Cf. 0'Connor (1973: 154): "So /s/ must be considered to be a

separate phoneme in RP, though in many other accents, e.g.
Yorkshire, Lancashire, American, this is not so." /e/ contrast:
with /o/ and with /e:/, and is accounted a separate phoneme in

this analysise
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be found in /‘stereilaizd/ 'sterilised' and /‘'berel/ 'Beryl'.l
/e/ also overlaps somewhat with /i/ before /1/,
especially if there is a preceding bilabial. Examples:
/'velyr/ 'Billy'; /‘welfrid/ 'Wilfrid';
/'pelkiz/ 'Pilky's = Pilkington's';
/'3vtbeldin/ 'out-building's etc.2

/e/ before /r/ in the following words is relatively
clear-cut - variants nearer to /i/ are not usual, except in

modified speech:
/'meri1dz/ 'mirage'; /‘'sperit/ 'spirit';
/'sterep/ 'stirrup'; /‘merikl/ 'miracle';
/‘skwerel/ 'squirrel'; /de'rckSe(r)/
'director!'.

/e/ and /o/ are both sometimes used between consonants
which can also occur as consonant clusters:

/'takele(r)/ 'tackler'; /'fekelit/ 'fettle it,
mend it'; /'dzenkeli/ ‘gently'; /'le:berez/
'labourers'; etc.

A trace of [e] occasionally appears in consonant clusters at

moments of great emphasis:

[©®'10dv] 'bloody'; ['p¢®'ae:tez] 'potatoes'.

5.3.6.,2, Variants:

During the course of transcription, very many variants

were noted which are now brought together under /e/: [, &,

®» @: By B 5’ ﬁ" 3, 3, 9” 2> o, o, Q> ?” ?‘]' Phonemically

1. Cf. sections 5.3.2.1, 5.3.2.2(11) and (iii), and subsection 5

of the Comparative Distribution.
2. Cf. sections 5.3.1.1, 5e3e1.2(vii), 5.3.6.3, subsection 3(b).

3, Cf. sections 5.3¢5.1, 5.3.5.3, subsection 17.
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/e/ represents all of these; phonetically, [e] represents
the common variants in the area [o, 97 37, £¢l.  Not
unexpectedly, a discrete set of restrictions cannot be
given for each variant which would serve to distinguish it
from every other variant: rather, there is considerable
overlap amongst these variants in respect of their distri-
bution. They are therefore rearranged here under several
more general heads in order to present the major discernible
tendencies.,

(1) Variants towards [e]: [e],[&],[c],[&]

These occur in stressed syllables, and are
often preceded by a bilabial. ZExamples:

[pfe] 'pair'; [west] 'worst'; [wek] ‘work';
[ber] 'bear'; [bef?] 'Bert'; [‘stdirin] |
'staring'; [§&r] 'share's etc. Occasionally,
such variants may occur in a relatively
unstressed syllable, especially after a

geminate.

Variants towards [4): [4),[8),[4],0[4],(%¢]

These occur in stressed syllables. Examples:
[4] 'she'; [36) 'year'; ['apfRter] 'dirty';
[1wék2k1n) 'working'; [sk#f2s] 'skirts';
['pg%tSrz] 'perches'; [std] 'stir'; [dad]
'door'; [dd] 'dare'; [?é%}‘]~'hurt';
[s4¢t2s] 'shirts'; etc. Occasionally, such
variants may occur in relatively unstressed
syllables, especially after a geminate, e.g.
[ste:T£2 wﬁfgkﬁflh] 'start work at'.

(1iii) Variants towards [e]: [e],[ﬁ‘],[3’],[3],[3’],[g], and

in unstressed syllables only [o]-and (rare) [g
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These occur in:

1) stressed syllables: [{g¢f2s] 'shirts';
['ee’€$¥‘i:nJ "thirteen'; [3°2%t¢] 'hurt';
[a2°t¢] 'dirt'; [33f2] 'hear the'; etc.

2) unstressed syllables: ['dina] 'dinner';
[*sgop2§e?] 'shropshire’; ['moseﬁ‘zp‘]
'mustard'; [bef2] 'but' (unstressed);
['b&gs] '"Barrow'; etc.

(iv)  Variants between /e/ and /o/: [92],[u¢], etc.t
These occur in relatively unstressed syllables
and words which are relatively unstressed
within the utterance. They may also be
encountered in stressed syllables where
/e/ and /o/ are in free variation.?

Examples: ['insaidunt] 'incident'; ['neksdu]
'next door'; [t¢e?n] 'ton'; [t¢y¢n] 'ton';
[wo?d2] 'would'; {'p‘qestytnz] 'Preston's';
[wgo] 'worth'; etc. Variants such as these
are common in modified speech.

The exact phonetic quality of word-final /e/ can some-
times be difficult to ascertain, especially at the end of an
utterance when the voice is falling or if a tape is of poor
quality. Whilst this observation applies, of course, to the

degree of rounding and tension, it also applies very much to

the question of /r/-colouring. All shades of final /r/ are

met with from a full /r/ to no /r/ at all. In contexts such

as those just mentioned, it is sometimes impossible to decide

whether or not there is /r/-colouring.

1. Cf. section 5.3.5.2(ii).
2. Cf. Description abovea
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5¢3.6.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /3:/:

(a) Also long in the dialect: /ste(r)/ 'stir';
/sle(r)/ 'slur, slide's etc. :

(b) Almost always short in the dialect:
/'wekkin/ 'working'; /wek/ ‘'work' (also
/e:/ when a noun); /e(r)/ 'she, her'
(stressed); /je(r)/ 'year' (also with
/ety a, e:/); /bek'ncd/ 'Birkenhead';
/tsettinli/ 'certainly'; /‘sekkl/ ‘circle’;
/'tetki, ‘tekki/ 'turkey'; /e'ke(r)/ 'occur';
/'peppes/ 'purpose'; /'dessent/ 'daren't'
(also with /o, a, e:, e:/); /we(r)/ 'were'
(stressed); /‘wetnt/ 'weren't thou?';

/et/ 'hurt'; /bed/ 'birth'; /'Gettr/
'thirty'; /6et'ti:n/ 'thirteen'; /‘detti/
'dirty'; /‘'6esti/ 'thirsty'; etc.

(e¢) More often with /o/ traditionally: /nos/

1
'nurse'; etc.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /es/:

Before /r/, or historical /r/: /de(r)/
'dare'; /‘berin/ 'bearing'; /pe(r)/ 'pair';
/Se(r)/ 'share'; /‘skerin/ 'scaring';
/'sterin/ 'staring'; etc. These words also
have /e:/ and dare and scare also have /z:/.

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /1/:
(a) Before /r/: /‘meridz/ 'mirage'; /‘sperit/
'spirit'; /'sterep/ 'stirrup'; /'merikl/
'miracle'; /'skwerel/ 'squirrel'.

l. See the words given in section 3 of section 5.3.5.3.
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(c)

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.
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Before /1/: /‘velr/ 'Billy'; /‘welfrid/
'Wilfrid'; /‘pelkiz/ 'Pilky's = Pilkington's'
/'3vtbeldin/ 'out-building'; etc. Also with
/1/ in the dialect.

Unstressed: /'aksedent/ 'accident';
/'"nsedont/ ‘incident'; etc.

Corresponding to RP /A/:

Before /r/: /‘eri/ 'hurry'; /ien'‘kerids/
‘encourage'; /‘'keri/ 'Curry; curry';
/'6ere/ 'thorough'; /‘weri/ 'worry'; etc.

Corresponding to RP /e/:

Before /r/: /'stereilaizd/ 'sterilised';
/'berel/ 'Beryl'; /‘dzered/ 'Gerrard'; and
optionally in many other words before /r/.

Corresponding to RP /ou/ (relatively
unstressed):

/'jare/ 'ear-hole'; /'‘depe/ ‘'depot';

/e'tel/ 'hotel'; /‘prle/ 'pillow'; /'roskea(
'Roscoe's'; /‘mede/ 'meadow'; /‘pjane/
'piano'; /te'me:tez/ 'tomatoes'; /‘fale/
'fellow'; /‘'fole/ 'follow'; /‘'Sale/ 'shallow
/'wile/ 'willow'; /'minez/ 'minnows';
/'windez/ 'windows'; /ne‘vembe(r)/ 'November'’
/‘wesket/ 'waistcoat'; etc. All words ending
in /ov/ in RP when the syllable is not carryin
the main word stress end in /e/ in the dialect.
All these words may also have /o/.

Corresponding to RP /ju/ (unstressed):

/iregetle:§enz/ 'regulations'; /'seleilord/
'celluloid'; /'‘depetiz/ 'deputies';
/‘ambelens/ 'ambulance'; etc. /o/ is also
possible in these words.
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Section 8. Corresponding to RP /19/:

/kwe(r)/ 'queer' (also with fe:/); /je(r)/
'year' (also with /e:, a, ®:/; /je(r)/
‘hear; ear' (also with /a, =:, €, €1, o:/).

Section 9. Corresponding to RP /u:/ (relatively
weakly stressed):
/dze'lar/ 'July'; /‘foottfen/ 'fortune';
/'statfe/ 'statue'; /'ti§Se/ 'tissue'; etc.
/o/ is also possible in these words.

Section 10. Corresponding to RP fus/ (unstressed);

/'vizgerlarz/ 'visualise'; /i‘ventfelr/
'eventually'; /'apetf{e/ 'aperture'; etc.
/o/ is also possible in these words.

Section 11. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

(a) Also with /vs/, except corridor: /de(r)/
'door'; /‘de(r)ne:l/ 'door-nail';
/'de(r)nob/ 'door-knob'; /in'‘de(r)z/
'indoors'; /'neksde(r)/ 'next door';
/'koride(r)/ 'corridor’'.

(v) Place-names and personal names ending in
-shaw: /'bradfe/ 'Bradshaw'; /‘alfe/
'Halshaw'; etc.

(e) Place-names and personal names ending in
-all: /'rosel/ 'Rossall'; /'note/
'Nuttall'; etc.

Section 12. Corresponding to RP /o/:

/'premet§e/ 'premature'; /'brode(r)/
'brother'; /e'‘laiv/ 'alive'; and very
many others. /o/ may also be used in
the dialect.
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Section 13. Corresponding to RP /v/:
/'leriz/ 'lorries’'.
Section 14. Corresponding to RP /fu/:

/'blemin/ 'blooming' (also with /o/);
/'weste(r)/ 'Worcester, Worcester apple';
/‘westefe/ 'Worcestershire'; /'westid/

'worsted'.
Section 15. Corresponding to RP /i:f/:
/'ankit§e/ 'handkerchief'.

Section 16. Corresponding to RP /jo/:
/'kolerit/ 'colliery'.

Section 17. Corresponding to RP /w1/:
/'o:lez/ ‘'always' (also with /o/). ;

Section 18. Corresponding to RP consonant clusters:

/'dzenkelr/ 'gently'; /‘fekelit/ ‘'fettle
it, mend it'; /'le:berez/ 'labourers';
/'takele(r)/ 'tackler'; etc. Consonant
clusters without an intervening /e/ or /o/
are also found.1

Section 19. Corresponding to RP /ex/:
/'kro:§e/ 'crochet'; /'foir(j)e(r)/ 'foyer'.

Section 20. Corresponding to RP /a:/:
/klek/ ‘'clerk'.

l. Cf. section 5.3.5, Description and Comparative Distribution,
section 17.




336.

5¢e3e6elte Modification:

The very front, rounded, tense variants around [4]
and [m] are modified by some speakers who use a greater
number of more centralised and less rounded variants. The
modification of /e/ is seldom as consistent as that of some
other sounds. Phonetically, some speakers hardly modify
the sound at all. Variants overlapping with /¢/ and /i/
sometimes give way to variants which more obviously belong
to /¢/ and /1/ respectively.

The use of short /e/ in stressed syllables before
voiceless consonants tends to persist in modified speech.
Sometimes /e:/ is substituted, but the substitution is erratic.

Distributionally:

Section 1(a) —> /fe:/ or /e/ is retained

(v) retains /e/ or —> /fe:/. If
the medial consonantal
gemination in certainly, circle, |
turkey, purpose, thirty, thirteern
dirty is lost, then —> Je:/; if
it is retained, retain /e/.
/‘wetnt/ —> /we:nt je/ 'weren't
you'.

(¢) retains /e/ or —> /e:/

Section 2 retains /e/ orl—-> /e:/ (or —>
[e:, e'2]).

Section 3(a) retains /e/ or —> /i/
(b) retains fe/ or —> /1/
(¢) retains /e/ or —> /1/

l., Cf. section 5.2.8.4.
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Section L4 retains /fe/

Section
Section
Section

Section

Section
Section

Section

Section
Section

Section

Section
Section
Section
Section
Section

Section

5 retains /e/ or —> /fe/

6 retains /e/ or —> /o:/

7 retains /e/ or —> /je/ or [jv']
5 .

—> /1o/
year retains /e/ or —> /e:/

9 retains /fe/ or —> /y:/

10 retains /e/ or —> /ya/

11(a) —> /oo/ (/e/ can be retained in corridor)
(p) retains /e/ or —> /o:/
(c) retains /e/ or —> /o:/ (+ /1/ if required’

12 retains /e/

13 retains /e/ or —> /o/

14 blooming retains /e/ or —> /vi/

Yorcester, Worcestershire retain /e/ or

—> /o/

worsted retains /e/

15 retains /e/ or —> /[i:f/

16 retains /e/ 1
17 retains /e/ or —> /wi/

18 as in the dialect

19 retains /e/

20 retains /e/ or —> Je:/ or —> /[ei/
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5.4, DIPHTHONGS:

There are eight diphthong phonemes in the dialect:
/€1, ai, o1, 3Y, 18, Yo, 00, 095/

Of these, /o0s/ and /os/ are described as diphthong phonemes

entering the system under the recession of post-vocalic /r/.

It is conceivable that a phonemic inventory for an earlier
stage of the dialect might dispense with /os/ and /o9/, but
as /o:+r/ and /o:+r/ are now unusual, it is necessary to

include /os/ and /os/ as additional identifiable phonemes.1

Both /3Y/ and /va/ have back variants ([3*w, u'e] etc), as
there are no contrasting phonemes moving tq/from'back
positions.2 /ai/ is now firmly established in the dialect,
but may have entered the system under the influence of varieties?
of English closer to RP, and in this analysis subsumes a
possible earlier /a:/ phoneme.3 Comparatively speaking,
/e1/ could probably be described as the most distinctive
diphthong phoneme in the dialect: /wei/ ‘'weigh' £ /we:/ 'way',
etc. However, /oo/ and /os/ also yield 'extra' distinctions
from a comparative point of view.

The diphthong phonemes are falling diphthongs, i.e.
the first element is the more prominent by virtue of having
greater length and greater stress. However, When rising
variants, or variants with elements of approximately equal
prominence occur, they will be mentioned under the appropriate

phoneme. Just as vowels tend to be shorter before fortis

1. Cf. sections 5.4.6.1. and 5.4.7.1.
2, Cf. sections 5.4.4.1 and 2, and 5.4.8.,1 and 2.

3. Cf. section 5.4.2,
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consonants, so too with diphthongs. This state of affairs
accords with that in RP, and I have not felt it necessary

to give short and long variants under each phoneme.

Diphthongs not accorded phonemic status:

Diphthongs are to be found in the transcriptions which
have not been accorded phonemic status. Apart from those
which are readily assignable to phonemes in the inventory, two
classes of such diphthongs may be mentioned here:

1) Diphthongal variants of relatively pure vowel

phonemes., These are specified under the phoneme in question. é
It is conceded, however, that some analysts might prefer to '
phonemicise /1i/ rather than /i:/, for instance. The 3
phonemicist's decision in such cases decides the number of 5
long vowel and diphthong phonemes in the dialect.

2) Diphthongs of low frequency of occurrence and/or

highly restricted distribution.
The second class will be discussed here.
(1) [v*v],[u"1v], etc. This type of diphthong is encountered

in free variation with vowel groups containing
a [w]- glide in present participles:

[bJQ'tn] '"prewing'; [du'in] 'doing';

[gi*zn] 'going'; etc. Vowel groups containing
[w] are at least as likely to occur:

[tgu "zn, 'gj'win], etc. "going'; etc.

In a word which is not a present participle,
the vowel group is the more likely:

[*sj wit¢] 'suet'. Phonemic solution:

/riv/ or /Yyiwi/.
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(iii)

(1v)
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[o'1], ete. Similarly, [o'1]-type diphthongs may

occur in present participles, e.g. (g6 2nt¢]
'going to'. Again, however, a vowel group
containing [w] is at least as likely, e.g.
[‘groowin] 'growing'. There is one word
which is not a present participle in which
[0'1] is sometimes used: [mo'ist] 'most'
(more often with /vo/). Phonemic solution:

/o:1v/ or foiwi/.

[e° e], etc. occur sometimes before /1/, especially [%].

[e'o] etec.

Examples: [wd's%] 'world'; ['s*slir] 'early®
[ ell] 'early'; [gdo%z] 'girls'; [ge'oz
'girls'; etc. A relatively pure long vowel,
or vowel + schwé-type off-glide, is also used;
In forms such as [t¢4:°n] 'turn', the
schwa off-glide might p0531b1y suggest a
trace of diphthongisatlon reflecting histor1c<
post-vocalic /r/. However, there is no )
evidence to suggest any /e's/ £ /e:/ contrast.
[e'e] etc. are therefore accounted variants

of /e:/.

and [e's] etc. These two types may be treate¢
together, since /c:/ and /e:/ often occur in
the same words (/de:n, de:n/ 'down'; etc.).
These diphthongs arise in contexts analogous
to those for /os/ and /oo/, i.e. when speakerc
no longer pronounce historical post-vocalic
/r/: e.g. [mer's, n¥'o, nc'o}, etc. 'never'.
Similarly: [&'a] 'our'; [e's] 'ever';
[fdp o] 'flour', and [8*2] ‘hour'; etc.

(Note also before /r/+ vowel: [n@'aad a3:intl2)
'never earned'; ['fle'egi] 'floury'; etc.).
Such forms might suggest the contrasts

'our; hour' /weo/ £ /fe:/ 'ah!

'never' /meo/ £ /rei/ 'no; now'

'never' /neo/ £ /ne:/ 'now'
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However, the diphthongisation is generally
not so clear as in the case of /oo/ and /oo/.
Long pure vowels and relatively pure vowels,
and long vowels with schwa off-glides occur
more frequently. It therefore seems advisable
to treat the long vowel variants as the norm,
and to describe diphthongal variants such as
[e'2] as being in free variation therewith

in the contexts indicatedin sections 5.2.4.2(:
and (ii) and 5.2.5.2(v). An appropriate and
economical phonemicisation for the system is
then:

/fle:(r), fl=:(r)/ 'flour; flower'

/e:(r), e:(r)/ ‘our; hour; ever'

/ne:(r), ne:(r)/ ‘never'

etc.

(v) [e'o], etce This type of diphthong occurs most notlceat
' before [%], and sometimes also before /r/ |
Due to the phonemic status of the centring
diphthongs /s, s, oo, o9/, it is relevant
to ask whether [e*s] ever contrasts with
/e:/ when post-vocalic /r/ is not pronounced.
The number of word pairs in which a contrast

UNIVERSITY /ea/ £ /e:/ might be observed is highly
OFSggigsLD restricted. In the words gayer, greyer, layer

payer, player, stayer and sprayer, which
theoretically might contrast with gay, grey,
etc., I tend to hear two syllables on those
occasions when post-vocalic /r/ is not
pronounced. Such forms can be phonemicised
as vowel groups, sometimes with and sometimes
without an appreciable [J] glide, e€.g.
/'le:e(r)/ and /'le:je(r)/ 'layer'.

1. Cf. sections 5.2.3.1. and 5.2.3.2(1i).
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S5elfele : [EV/

5¢4e1el. Description:

A\
A\

: t*ik\\

Fig. 15. - /e1/ and variants

In this diphthong the first element is not particularly ;
long, and the prominence of the second element is only a little
less than that of the first. Under appropriate conditions of
stress and intonation, the two elements have approximately
equal prominence.l The interrogative /ei1/ 'I beg your pardon?'
is a rising diphthong. The diphthong moves from a position

around or a little to the centre of C[e] to a high front

variety of [1]. The allophone [e1] moves to approximately
the same position from a slightly lower starting point [e, &].
The tongue is tense when this phoneme is pronounced.

Within the word /ei1/ tends to occur in stressed syllables

¢f., however, the well established import /‘my:ster§/ ‘moustache'’

1. The diphthong contrasts very much with dialect /ai, o1/ in
this respect. These latter diphthongs can have quite a promine
second element in towns not far from Bolton, but in our ares
they have a short second element of low, sometimes extremely

low, prominence.
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and the compounds: tea-break, overdrive, potash, etc. althoﬁgh

/'poter§/ 'potash' perhaps hardly strikes the speaker as a

compound. /e€1/ may occur in open syllables: /pei/ 'pea;

Pee (= Peter)'; /ei/ 'hey; Hey; pardon?; high'; /kei/ ‘'key'.
/ev/ sometimes occuré directly before /r, 1/, especially

if another syllable follows, e.g. /'beile(r)/ 'boiler', but |

often /je/ or /e/ intervenes between /eir/ and /r, 1/. Examples:

/'erje(r)n, 'ere{(r)n/ 'iron'; /'ereiri§/ 'Irish';
/'serjel, 'serel/ 'soil'; evel/ 'oil; paraffin’;
/'fevje(r), 'ferve(r)/ 'fire'; /sterel/ 'steal'.

Before [%*], /o/ may be used in place of /e¢/. Raised
forms of [j], [e] and [o] are often found in the transcriptions ;
in such vowel-and-glide groups, €.g. ['etje%] 'oil'. '

Comparatively, we may note that Hargreaves gave a

Of the phonetic quality
1
1"

diphthong ai before § for Adlington.

he observed: "The 1 is high-front-narrow and is long.

5etele2. Variants:

(1) [61],[51],[$t],[§1] These are all normal variants whicl
may occur in any position. However, in the
most traditional speech there is a marked
tendency for only [=]-types to occur before
/$/. Examples: [baeik] 'break'; [pgrz]
'peas'; [degrr] 'dry';: [Jét?t‘] 'right';

etc.

(ii)  [er],[#v] These variants are strictly defined. They
occur only as allophones before /§/. Examples
[k¢e1§] 'cash'; ['p‘otmi§] 'potash'; [fler§]
'flash'; ['kaéi§in] ‘crashing'; etc.
[ev]-types are also possible before /§/,
although they are less frequent.

1. Hargreaves (1904: 2).
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5.4.1e3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section L.

Corresponding to RP /ei/:

/e1v/ ‘hey; Hey'; /weir/ ‘'weigh', /ert/ 'eight'
/breik/ 'vreak; brake'; /greit/ 'great';
/t§eindz/ 'change'; /sOreit/ 'straight';
/ert/ 'ate'.

Note also: /steiel/'stale = shaft, handle'.l

Corresponding to RP /ai/:
/e1/ 'high'; /'‘er(3)e(r)n/ 'iron';
/'ereiri§/ 'Irish'; /ber/ 'buy'; orer/
'dry*; /oreivv/ 'drive'; /‘merze(r)/
'miser'; /feit/ 'fight'; rev(j)e(r)/ :
'fire'; /‘eidin/ 'hiding'; /'tf§eine/ 'China
/reit/ 'right' (more often with /i:/); !
/Sein/ ‘'shine'; /meis/ 'mice'; /lers/
'lice'.

Corresponding to RP /o1/:

/'ev(j)el/ 'oil; paraffin'; /berel/ 'boil';
/'ber(e)le(r)/ 'voiler'; /dzein/ 'Join';
/'dzeine(r)/ 'joiner'; /neiz/ 'noise';
/'perzn/ 'poison'; /'seir(j)el/ 'soil';
/ber/ 'voy' (also with /or/); /‘merder/
'moider';2 /'perznes/ 'poisonous'.

Corresponding to RP /i:/:

/weiv/ 'weave'; /‘greincis/ 'greenhouse'’
(also with /e:, 1:/); /beinz/ 'beans';
/‘weive(r)/ 'weaver'; /kei/ 'key'; /sperk/
'speak'; /ert/ 'eat'; /reivt§/ 'reach';

l. In those varieties of English in which the word is stil]l

known, [e:] or
(1970: 1074).

[er1] is a customary pronunciation, cf. Geddie

2, moider is classed as a dialect word - cf. e.g. Geddie (1970:
685). 1In modified speech, /'meirde(r)/ —> /‘'marde(r)/. (197



Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.
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/nerd/ 'knead'; /bleit§/ 'bleach'; /pei/
'peay Pee'; /tert§/ 'teach'; /mert/

'meat, food'; /preirt§/ 'preach'; /'sterel/
'steal'; /lewn/ 'lean'; /skweiz/ 'squeeze'.

Corresponding to RP /e/:
/'ewvi/ 'heavy'; /'‘eiwvin/ ‘heaving';
/érevd/ 'tread'; /reivt§/ 'retch'; -/frei§/
'*fresh'. ' ' :

Corresponding to RP /&/ before /§/:

/ker§/ ‘'cash'; /ev§/ ‘ash'; /geir§/ 'gash';
/spler§/ ‘splash'; /flei§/ 'flash'; /ler§/
'lash'; etc. ‘

Corresponding to RP /p/ before /§/ and f
after /w/: {

/wev§/ 'wash'; /skwei$/ ‘'squash'.
Miscellaneous occurrences of /eiv/ in words
which usually contain a different phoneme:

/levv/ ‘'leave' usually with /eg/

/nevt/ 'night' usually with /i:/

/skreirk/ 'skrike' usually with /ai/

/'ne1li/ "nearly' usually with /i1s/

/'veini/ 'very near, almost' usually with /e:,

/$e1v/ 'shave = slice (n.)' usually with /e:/
Corresponding to RP /a:/:

/'my:istelr§/ 'moustache'.
(Note that the accentuation is other than

in RP).
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5¢401e5. MNodification:

All the words in the Comparative Distribution contain

the straightforward NS equivalent of the RP vowel or diphthong
in modified speech except the following words from section 1,
which retain /ei1/ even with many highly educated speakers:

hey, weigh, eight, straight. /ei1/ therefore persists in

the modified system - /wei/ ‘'weigh' £ /we:/ 'way'; /ev/
'hey; pardon?; Hey' £ /e:/ ‘hay; oh'; /eit/ 'eight' £ /e:t/
'ate; hate' - but carries a highly reduced functional load.
The phonetic quality is as in the dialect.

Distributionally:
Section 1 —> /e:/ except in hey, weigh, |

eight and straight, which retain /e!

Section 2 —> /aiv/

|
Section 3 —> /o1/, except that /‘merde(r)/
—> /'maide(r)/

Section 4 —> /i:/, and /15/ in steal
Section 5 —> /e/
Section 6 —> /a/

Section 7 —> /o/

Section 8 These words are dealt with under
their more customary phonemes

Section 9 —> /a/

5ou02. ‘alz

(subsuming a possible relic fa:/)

Although /at/ is now well established in the dialect,
it has probably been introduced into the system under the

influence of varieties of English which are closer to SE: /ai/
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has only RP /ar/ forms as its comparative reflexes,l although
the reverse does not obtain,2 and it alternates with what
may well be the remnants of an /a:/ phonenme, There are
several possibilities for the phonemicisation of variants
such as [a:] in words such as [la:f] 'life':

1) An /a:/ phoneme might be entered into the inventory
of phonemes, but:

(1) it only occurs in free variation with
/a't/,3 and none of my informants uses
it to the exclusion of /ai/.

(ii) variants of /ai/ shade quite imperceptibl
into monophthongs and back variants. :

(ii1) it is not kept entirely distinct from g
/'ae:/,)4 although it unquestionably tends
to be more backed.

2) [a:] etc. might be viewed as variants of /air/,
especially the [a's]-types, since diphthongal variants shade
imperceptibly into monophthongal ones,5 and since they are
further in free variation. Also, none of my informants uses
[a:]-types exclusively.

3) [a:] etc. might be viewed as variants of /e:/,

since there is some phonetic similarity, and since the variants
of /w:/ are not kept wholly separate from [a:] etc. The

tendency, however, is for variants of /e:/ to be front, except

l. An inspection of the Comparative Distribution of other vowel
and diphthong phonemes will reveal that such a restricted
comparative distribution is unusual.

2. Which is precisely as one would expect, if /ai/ has been
introduced into the system more recently.

3. Unless the back variants of /e:/ were assigned to /a:/.
But since back variants of /e=:/ are in free variation with
front ones, it seems undesirable to do this.

4. [a:], for example, occurs in both cases, i.e. as a variant
of both /m:/ and possible /a:/.

5. See the Description and the Variants below.
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before /f, s, 6/, and even then they can also be front,
whereas monophthongal variants in free variation with /ai/
are never meore front than [g:]. Theoretically, there are
contrasts between /e:/ and possible /a:/:

'shout' /Se:t/ £ /Sa:t/ 'shite'

'half' /e:v/ £ /a:v/ 'hive!

'frown' /fre:in/ # /fra:n/ ‘frying'

'charm' /tS&:m/l £ /tS§a:m/ 'chine'

'town' /te:n/ £ /tain/ 'Tyne’

etc.

Of these three possibilities for phonemicisation, 3)
seems to be rather implausible, 1) is somewhat uneconomical,
and would not clearly separate fa:/ from /ai/; 2)is the most

accommodating solution. I have therefore treated [a:] etc.3

as variants of /ai/ in this analysis. The lack of prominence

of the second element of /ai/ facilitates this solution.

It is interesting to observe in this context that Lodge |
has noted two front /a:/ phonemes for Stockport: one (phonetic |
realisation [a:]) corresponding to RP /a:/, the other (phonetic
realisation [&:]) corresponding to RP /at/.“ Although the
Farnworth dialect displays a more backed form in correspondence
with RP /ai1/, the situation is in fact similar. Lodge reported
that the two phonemes were not kept strictly apart in the

Stockport dialect. He noted that there was a modification

1. Phonemicised for a speaker not using post-vocalic /r/.

2. There are many pairs if /r/ is not pronounced after /=:/.
However, a speaker who regularly used /a:/ in the second word
of each pair would probably (although not certainly) use post-

_vocalic /r/ after /e:/ too. Also, the tendency of the first
word of each pair (in those cases where there is no post-vocal
/r/) to be increasingly pronounced with /e:/ is a disambiguati:
factor.

3. I.e. when in free variation with [a'1] etc.

Le Lodge (1966: 26-8).



349.

for each phoneme under the influence of SE, and that the
modified forms were not confused., I doubt, however, if we
can draw any certain conclusions about the internal structure
of the residuai system simply on the strength of these
modified forms which are, by definition, part of a different
system.

Lodge was no doubt correct when he observed that the
two Stockport /a:/ phonemes were a pressure point within the
system and that a change would probably take place even without
the influence of RP.1 In the dialect of Farnworth and district
we find that hypothetical /a:/ is going over to /ai/; that
a large number of /e:/ words in which /e:/ is not followed by 5
/r/ are going over to /e:/ (which under more extreme modificatio
yields to /3Y/); and that a few more modified speakers are

using more backed variants of /e:/, which is increasingly

possible as the presumed /a:/ fades.

Hbete2+.1. Description:

.
CRS
N
LA
v
“

G
cod I ¥ N

a,g:gza.:'

Fig. 16. - /a1/ and variants

1. Lodge (1966: 28).
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A very large number of phones from the transcription
are ordered here under /ai/. The arrows in Fig. 16 indicate
the major trends, but almost any combination moving from the
lower shaded area to the upper one is conceivable.

/aiv/ is a falling diphthong. The first element is
the longer, and is decidedly more prominent than the second:
indeed, the second element is raised in the transcriptions on
quite a number of occasions, e.g. [a'*].

The back variants such as [a's], [g'e] and [d's] may
well be forms of an original /a:/, or élternatively'may“be
viewed as variants of /ai/. Variants with a back starting

position usually move only about as far as [o]. There are

also variants from front positions to [o], especially starting
from [a]. A second element around [2] is typical before /1/. |

Variants with front starting positions ([a, &, al)
are numerically the more common; although some speakers use a
good many back variants, others hardly ever use anything
starting further back than [a].

Although the diphthong moves generally in the direction
of [v], it does not always quite reach this point.1 The
variant [a'z] is very common. Only the variant [ai] with a
short first element moves to a relatively high frontlposition.

Occasionally, a slightly higher starting position [g],

or even [2] (extremely rare), is encountered. [s=] particularly

is not comﬁon, which thing is perhaps not surprising since the

1., As also with variants of /o1/, cf. sections 5.4.3.1. and

5.“-.3.2. . .
2. See the Variants, section (i), and the Modification below.
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dialect has a phoneme /e1/ with an allophone [&1].1

The rounded variants in section (ix) of the Variants
below may reflect a previous /o1/ in certain words. In
others, the phonetic environment may well be responsible for
the rounding.

Within the word, /ai/ may occur in syllables which arc
relatively weakly stressed, e.g. /ipar(j)e'ma(r)/ 'pioneer!',
and in open syllables, e.g. /ri'‘plair/ ‘reply', as well as in
stressed and closed syllables. /ai/ with many traditional
speakers does not occur in the environment /v - 1/ where /or/
is used.2

The phoneme often occurs in present participles simply
followed by /n/: [fla*in] 'flying'; [a:n] 'having'; [a:in]
‘eyeing'; [ecg'anf}] 'trying to'; etc. Vowel groups containi#
a [j] element are equally possible: [‘'fleflijin] 'flying'; etc.s

[j] is also common after /ai/ before /o/, e.g. ['laitje] 'liar'.

544242, Variants:

It has already been observed in the Description that
On the

the number of the variants of this phoneme is large.

whole, the variants do not appear to be environmentally
conditioned to any great extent apart from [at].
(1) [ar] short first element, fairly high front second

element. Occurs before [3]: [‘kéyardafRir]
'quietly'; ['davjeilek’t] 'dialect'; -

1. Cf. sections 5.4.1.1. and 5.4.1.2(1ii)
2. Cf. section 5.4.3.3. , subsection 2.
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[th't‘atqeék] 'retired'; [p‘aijon]
'pie on'; etc. ‘

(i1) [a"1], ete: TFalling diphthongs with front starting
‘ positions, used by some speakers more than

others, and gaining ground fast, as such
variants are preferred by modified speakers.
[an] may now be considered to be firmly
established in the dialect as an optional
variant. Examples: [wa't%j‘] 'white';
[na*in] 'nine'; [sa'1d] 'side'; etc.

(i111) [a*1],[2'z],[a's]: Diphthongs with a backed front
‘ starting position. These are the most commof

in the dialect. Examples: [sta'o] 'stile';

[t¢a zm] 'time'; [fa'zn] 'fine'; [tfyaes] |

"twice'; [‘'sma'ilxn] 'smiling'; etc. ;

!
i

(iv) Variants with [o] as second element: These usually hav%
a backed first element, and are common before
/1/. Examples: [&'92%] 'I'11l'; [sta'eox]
'stile’'; [kla'em] 'climb'; [wa'o%] 'while'ﬁ
[Ja'e] 'yigh = yes (contradictory)'; [ma'e%]
'mile'; [k‘d*ond] 'kind'; etc. After a long
back vowel, a schwa off-glide is quite '
frequent: [tn'sg:gd] 'inside'; [na:°n]
'nine'; ['fg:gve] 'fiver'; etc. These are
not always easy to distinguish from diphthong
variants. Before [%], the off-glide may have
an [0]-quality, e.g. [sta:®%] 'style'.

(v) Variants with a centralised first element: These do not
appear to be environmentally conditioned.
Examples: [kfd'ond] 'kind'; [d+e%] 'I'11';
[t¢d'om] 'time'; etc. ‘
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(vi) Nasalised variants: The more front variants are
particularly prone to a slight to moderate
nasalisation with some speakers, even when
the phonetic environment does not contain a
nasal. Examples: [wa*12%¢] 'white';
[s1d*vs] 'slice'; [agrot] 'right'; [sd:n]
'sign'; etc. ‘

(vii) Diphthongs with a back starting position: [u'a],[g'e]
[d'e], etc. Used frequently by some speakers
and hardly at all by others. How far such
forms are variants of /ai/, or how far varian
of an original /a:/, is a moot point. As in
the case of the long vowels in section (viiif
these variants seem to occur more frequently?
in certain very common words. Examples: |

[7a-2t] 'right'; [jg'e] 'vigh = yes (contra-

dictory)'; [k¢d+ond] 'kind'; [klg*om]

'climb'; [ma'e] 'my'; etc. '

a:]: Long vowel variants: Of these forms,
[a:] is perhaps the most common. The very
back forms are not used by some speakers, and
hardly by some others. These forms appear to
be most often met with in common words, which
is perhaps understandable in forms which are
on the decline. Examples: [la:k?] 'like';
[sa:d] 'side'; [mg:] 'my'; [a:m] 'I'm';
[1a:f] '1ife'; [a's] 'ice'; [p‘a:] 'pie';
[t‘g:m] 'time'; etc. There is no long
centralised variant [&:] of the phoneme /ai/.
If there were, confusion with /e:/ would be
rife, especially for a speaker who had lost,
or partially lost, historical post-vocalic

/r/ .
The question of off-glides is discussed in section (iv) above.

(viii)  [a:],{e:],l[
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(ix) Rounded variants: [a’'z], etc. As mentioned in the
Description; these variants may in some

cases reflect earlier /oi1/ forms, for in
some of the following examples rounding
cannot readily be attributed to the phonetic
environment; in other cases, the environment
is a decidedly possible influence: [a’:v]
"I've'; [kfya’*1atf, kéya’*10t¢] 'quiet';
[mdd*%%] 'mile'; [o:] 'I'; [m#? &) 'my’;
[k‘wg"lt] 'quite'; [‘'tfanteila?*1z]
"tantalize'; [fa’+1ed] 'fired'; [1a’+eok?,
la?+2k?] 'like'; [ma’*2nd] 'mind'; [a?+2]
"I, [t‘g"tmz] "times'; [4d?°1°z] 'rise’';
[sa?*242] 'side'; [na’*zs] 'nice’'. j

(x) [a'z], etc. Variants with a raised front first elementﬁ
These are infrequent, and appear not to be
environmentally conditioned: [a'z, a's, a:]
'aye'; [a'zz] 'eyes' (modified form);
[1a1k2] '1like'; etc.

5.402.3. Comparative Distribution:

Dialect /ai/ corresponds only to RP /ar/. Examples:
/laik/ 'like'; /said/ 'side'; /wairt/
'white'; and very many more.

54,240 Modification:

In modified speech there is a sharp decrease in the

number of back variants. The general movement seems to be

towards [a't] as the main variant, and there is also an increasec
in the number of [&i] forms - particularly, it would appear,
before /t/: [wét%}‘] 'white'; [t‘éthp‘] 'tight'; etc. Nasalis

variants also seem to feature more étrongly in modified speech.



355.

54.3 [2v/

5.4.3.1. Description:

NN
A\

Fig. 17. - /o1v/ and variants

/o1/ is a falling diphthong, the first element being
noticeably longer and more heavily stressed than the second.
It moves from a starting point on or above C[o], and often a
little to the centre of these positions, towards [1], although
the second element is more often [&], [€) or [2]). Except
before /3/, I have noted only one case of a short first element
followed by a relatively high front [t1] of equal or nearly
equal prominence, although just such an /o1/ diphthong can be |
heard more regularly in some surrounding Lancashire towns.

/o1/ occurs in both stressed and relatively weakly

stressed syllables. Examples:

/di's0rov/ 'destroy'; /tov/ 'toy'; /'voilin/
'violin'; /'sele:lold/ 'celluloid'; etc.

/o1v/ occurs in present participles where historical /1/ has
been lost after /o:/: /fown/ 'falling'; /koin/ ‘'calling’.
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/o1/ may be replaced by /os/ before /1/, e.g.
[t¢o'01lat¢] 'toilet'. /fo:/ occasionally appears for /bt/,l
in an apparently unsystematic way, except before /1/ in a
word such as /'to:let/ 'toilet', where this development occurs
more often. Vhen a long vowel is used, off-glides or traces
of a diphthongal second element may sometimes be discerned.
Examples:

[p*5:'nt] 'point'; ['t§o:¥s1z] 'choices';

[ten'dzo:® iment?] 'enjoyment'; [bo:°%d)

'boiled'.

/3/ often occurs between /oi/ and /e/: /'roijel/

'royal'; /'lorje(r)/ 'lawyer'; etc.

5.“-0302. Variants:

Overlap with /o9/ and /o:/ has been mentioned in the

Description above. There is a tendency for the longer [o:]-

type variants to occur before /1/, although there are not
particularly many words in the dialect in which /oiv/ is
directly followed by /1/. Before /j/, the first element of
the diphthong tends to be shortened, e.g. ['doirjet] 'royal',
when followed by /el/ - but there are few examples'of this
phenomenon in residual speech, as the common words oil, soil,
spoil and boil all have /ei/. In section 2 of the Comparative
Distribution, /o1/ before medial /1/ is represented by normal

[0*1])-type variants.
| The remaining variants are not conditiored by the

immediate phonetic environment. First elements or starting

1. As also for /os/, cf. section 5.2.6.1.
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positions are [o, S, o §] and appear in any combination with
the second elements [&, &, 2, 1]. Examples:

[£3°1n] 'falling'; [av's6go #d] 'destroyed’;
['selerlp°1d] 'celluloid'; [b3'&] 'boy'; etc.

5.4.3.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /o1/:
/di'sOrord/ 'destroyed'; /bor/ 'boy' (also
with /ev/); /'seleilord/ 'celluloid'; /tor,
'toy'; etc. etc.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /ara/:

/'vorlet/ 'violet'; /'voilin/ 'violin';
/'voirl(e)n(t)s/ 'violence'; and sometimes
one hears /kwoire(r)/ 'choir'.

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /wa:/ in words of
French origin:

/'rezevolr/ 'reservoir'; /oire'voir/

'au revoir' (brought back from France by
soldiers in first war); note also
/e'volday: 'por/ 'avoir du pois'.

Section lt. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

(a) /V1orvje(r)/ 'lawyer'.

(v) The remainder are possible forms in the
dialect, but they are used inconsistently.
They may all be replaced by /05/, and
occasionally /o:/: /koin/ 'corn'; /oin/
'horn'; /ois/ 'horse'; /dzoidz/ 'George';
/‘moinin/ 'morning'.
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/o1/ either remains the same phonetically in modified
speech, or has a lowered and somewhat unrounded first element,
i.e. [9¢], usually slightly centralised, e.g. [p¢d¢ 2nf2]
'point’'. In more educated speech, however, a modification
to a closer first element around [o°1] is sometimes heard.

Distributionally:
Section 1 retains /o1/
Section 2 —> /aie/
Section 3 tends to retain /ov/

Section L4(a) retains /ov/ |
(b) —> /oo/ (or sometimes /o:/)

5eltolte /31/

5.4e4e1e Description:

Ny

AN a0

IModified sreick ov\l-y

Fig. 18. -~ /3Y/ and variants (simplified)
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/3Y/ is a falling diphthong, although variants with
approximately equal elements are also encountered, especially
when the diphthong has a central starting position, and a
relatively high front second element.1 The diphthong most
frequently has a starting position around [&] or [3]. The
shaded area extending from [e], and slightlyrlowered varieties
thereof, to a point somewhat to the back of [e] and [o] indicat
the approximate range of starting positions. The choice of
[v] as the second element in the phoneme symbol /3Y/ is dictate
by the fact that the diphthong moves to or towards [#¢] in a
majority of cases. The question of the least restricfed
variant does not really arise, as the diphthong moves to or
towards [g], [w] and [&]), perhaps with a degree of unrounding,
in any environmént, jusf as it moves towards a front second
element in any environment. When one speaker seems to use
a preponderance of front or back variants, this is, as far
as I am able to ascertain, a matter of idiolectal preference.
Indeed, it is not at all unusual to find a speaker who - in
some common word such as /t3avd/ 'told' - pronounces the same
word with both back and front variants time and time again.

My impression is that all speakers use both varieties, even if
they have a preference for one or the other, and that the front
varieties are the more common. In some modified accents,

however, a greater number of back variants may possibly be

found.

l. Rising variants are not impossible either, but an accurate
account of their distribution would appear to be dependent on
a description of sentential stress and intonation.
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/Y:/, when pronounced with little tongue tension,
can occasionally become indistinguishable from varieties of
Jav/. L

/3t/ is now beginning to appear here and there in
free variation with /e:/ and /e:/ in words which have RP
/av/.2

Vowel groups, sometimes containing a /w/-glide, often
appear before /r, 1/. Some trace of /e/ or /o/ is usually

to be detected before [%]. Examples:
['blauwe] 'Blower'; ['D3§¢°1zn] 'bowling';
[*n3uetrz] 'Knowles's etc. '

/3Y/ occurs in syllables which are stressed, or

relatively weakly stressed. Examples:

/'s3ywin/ ‘'paste for interior decorating made

from flour and water'; /3Y/ 'owe'; /n3v/ 'no';
/n3vt/ 'nothing'; /navt/ 'bad-tempered’;

/s3avel/ 'soul'; /gavd/ 'gold'; /m3vd/ 'mulled';
/'1avfin/ 'laughing'; /dsvf/ 'dough'; /kavf/
'cough'; /'‘entjay/ 'anyhow'; /‘'gran(d).davt6e(r)/

'granddaughter'; etc.

S54ebe2. Variants:

The choice of variant seems to be largely idiolectal,

although a rounded first element may follow a preceding bilabial

(1) Regular starting positions: [&, &, &, 3, 3, 9, e, @]
Of these, the rounded variants may follow a

1. Cf. section 5.2.2.1. and section i(b) and (c) of the

Comparative Distribution below.
2. Cf. section 5 of the Comparative Distribution below,
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preceding bilabial; [&, 3, 5] are very
common. ‘

Regular finishing positions, with optional
unrounding: [¥, ¥, w, &), or points somewha
short of those values intermediate between
the starting and regular finishing positions
Examples: [p‘e’'y] 'pole'; ['bs'ufgg]
'Bolton'; [£205°ud] 'the old'; [{20e¥d]
"the old'; ['si¢de] 'older'; [1le'¥rf]
'laugh'; [43°§¢nd] 'round'; [n3w] 'now';
[n3wt¢] 'naughty'; etc.

(ii) [ u),[& u),[& v], etc. Variants with a low starting
"position. Apart from occasional irregular
occurrences, and apart from the occurrence
of such forms in modified speech; such varia
are consistently to be encountered in a sin
but very common, word: no. Thus: [n€'vy],
[nm'g, ni'w], etc. 'no'. It is more usual
for variants with low starting positions to
move towards a back position such as [u] or

[o].

(11i) Vowel groups with /e/ and /we/ - as in the Description
above.

S5eltelte3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /ou/:

/s3vd/ 'sold'; /bavt/ 'bolt'; /p3y/

'poll = to cut, haircut; pole'; /t3vd/
'told'; /3Yv/ 'owe'; /nay/ 'mo'; /'navelz/
'Knowles'; /'blay(w)e(r)/ 'Blower';
/Yskavkro:f(t)s/ 'Scowcroft's'; /kavd/
'cold'; /g3vd/ 'gold'; /dayf/ 'dough';
/'bartn/ 'Bolton'; /f3vd/ 'Fold'; fravel/



Section 2.

Section 3.

Section L.

(a)

()

(c)

Section 5.
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'roll'; /stayn, ‘stavlen/ 'stolen';
/'stavel/ 'stole'; /bavd/ 'bold'; /'savel/
'soul'; /‘bav(e)lin/ 'bowling'; /3vd/
'old; hold'; /flayn/ 'flown'; /m3vd/ 'moul

Corresponding to RP /o:i/:

/3Yt/ ‘ought; aught = anything'; /nayvt/
'nought = nothing; (bad-tempered)'; /‘navts,
'bad-tempered; naughty'; /bavt/ 'bought';
/brayt/ 'brought'; /‘davtbe(r)/ 'daughter';
/k3yf/ 'cough';1 /'tayfi/ 'toffee';1 /8371t,
'thought'; /bir'63vt/ 'bethought' (refl.);
/f3vt/ 'fought'; /tavt/ 'taught'.

Corresponding to RP /v/:
/k3avf/ 'cough'; /'tavfi/ 'toffee’.

Corresponding to RP /u:/:
French origin: /ravt/ 'route'; /davt§/
'douChe' . ’

Optional /av/, more often /¥:/: /fravt/
‘fruit'; /skray/ 'screw'; /mayv/ 'move'.

Irregular instances which may well be lax,
diphthongised forms of /Y:/.2 Examples:
[1twk*¢] 'look'; [£3st¢] 'foot'.

Corresponding to RP /au/:

Traditionally there would not appear to have
been any correspondence here, since RP /av/
traditionally has /e:/ as its comparative
reflex in almost all cases known to me.
However, instances of /3Y/ are encountered

l. 1In the speech of some RP speakers - cf., section 3 below.
2. Cf. sections 5.2.2.,1 and 5.2.2.2(vi).
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in free variation with /e:/ (and /e=:/)
even amongst residual speakers: /'O3vsen(d)
"thousands'; /5Y(w)ez/ 'hours; ours'; etc.

Section 6. Corresponding to RP /A/:

/m3yd/ 'mulled'.

Section 7. Corresponding to RP /a:/:
/13yf/ 'laugh'.

5.44.4. Modification:

With some speakers - probably the great majority, and
certainly the base informants for this study - there is little
or no modification in the phonetic quality of the phoneme;

with others, there is a decided movement towards [a'w] or [a'd]

as the main realisation. The first element tends towards

[¢, &, &, a, 8]; these are usually

[w, u, 8], [a'u]-types

low, front positions:
followed by a back second element:
are used in some surrounding areas of Lancashire, so that

levelling-out processes may result in their becoming the norm

over a period of time; [a'u]-types are also, of course, a move

in the direction of RP /au/.

Distributionally:

Section 1 —> /o:/
Section 2 —> /o:/, but see section 3 for
owt (only with the meaning 'anything'),

cough and toffee;
words, may also retain /3Y/.

nowt and nowty, being common
Nowt only modifies when it means 'figure nought'.
Section 3 —> /o/
Section L4(a, b, c) —> /vi/

l. A dialect-speaking farmer at Thurnham (near to the ruined
gockersands Abbe%) told me that he could recognise all the pec
rom Bolton on the nearby caravan site by virtue of the way i1

which they pronounced such words as town and about - i.e. witl
/3Y/ in modified speech. He imitated The sound acgcur Eeiy an

with some relish! "His own dialect equivalent was |ao
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- Section 5 retains /3yv/
Section 6 —> /o/
Section 7 —> /a/

50L|-050 13/

5:4.5.1. Description:

&Ry

A\ ,
N

Fig. 19. - /ia/ and variants

/1o/ is a falling, centring diphthong. The first
element is the longer and more prominent. Sometimes in
unstressed syllables the second element may be the more
prominent, e.g. ['tSﬁmgggn] 'champion'.1 /1o/ moves from
a starting position below and to the centre of C[i] to a
position around [o] or [e], as shown in Fig. 19. When /13/
occurs in a final, open syllable, the second element is higher,
and sometimes decidedly tenser and more rounded than the second

element of the equivalent RP /18/; the final position of /is/

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 142).
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is also higher, and sometimes more front, rounded and tense
than that of RP /19/ in closed syllables.l Sometimes the
starting position is a little lower than [§], being on or
Just above the half-close position. In unétressed syllables,
a more centralised starting position around [1] is to De

expected.
Within the word, /i1o/ occurs in syllables carrying

the main, secondary, or weak stress. Examples:

/t5vo(r)/ 'chair'; /dre6/ 'death'; Jdrvof/
'deaf'; /Ovo(r)/ 'there'; /fiolt/ 'field';
/stia(r)/ 'steep'; /fio(r)t/ 'frightened,
afraid'; /imoa(r)tsi:itid/ 'near-sighted';
/ma(r)'vai/ 'nearby'; /'menio.61n/ 'many
a thing'; /'kemien/ 'Kenyon'; /be'talion/
'patallion'; /'milisn/ 'million'y etc.

In stressed syllables, variants of /is/ containing a
[3]- glide are quite common.®> After [3] and before [%], the
second element may well have an [o] or [y]-quality, ..
[fi'y%] 'feel's There are also occasional occurrences of
[1'o)-type diphthongs in stressed syllables other than before
[%j,‘and these may once have been more common.

Before /r/, a possible phonemic solution for speakers
using post-vocalic /r/ might ve: /i: + r/. However, it is
doubtful whether many town-dwellers consistently retain /r/
in this context. Further there is, from a phonetic point

of view, diphthongisation before /r/ anyhow. On the basis

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 141f).
2. Tor examples see section (iii) of the Variants below.
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of my own dorpus, I have no hesitation in adopting the phonemic

solution /1a(r)/.

Before /1/, and especially [%], /i: + 1/ would not be
an appropriate phonemic solution. The sound before /1/ is
of a highly pronounced diphthongal character, no doubt due to

/1/'s being so velar in the dialect.

54e5.2. Variants:

(1) [3-o],[§'e] Regular variants, except in unstressed
syllables. Examples: [fi'o2f2] 'field';
fa¥'211] 'really'; [¥re] 'here';
[in§re'bas2z] 'nearby'; etc.

(11) [E;e],ni'e] Regular variants, except in unstressed
' 'syllables. Examples: ['ag'e11] 'really';
[0&*0] 'there'; ['p¢érem] 'peony'; etc.

(iii) Variants including a [j]-element: [j*Jjo] 'here';
['f:je] 'here'; ['ééi'je] "there';
[ta¥r “u¢x] 'real'; etc. :

(iv) [ve], etc. Variants with a more centralised first
o element: Typical of unstressed syllables.
Examples: ['mzlzen] 'million'; [ ‘'kenten]
'Kenyon'; [be'talien] 'batallion'. Some-
times the second element will be decidedly
the more prominent, e.g. ['tSémggen]

'champion'.

(v) Variants with a back second element: May occur
(a) before /1/, especially [*], and
(v) in unstressed syllables. Examples:
['Ji'jgti] 'real'; [wi'oXz] 'wheels';
['t$gmpg5n]"champion'; [cggiszom'bondz]
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'premium bonds'; etc. There are also trace:
of [v'0]-type diphthongs in stressed syllab]
and these may formerly have been more commor

5¢465¢3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /19/:

/va(r)/ 'here'; /'risli/ 'really'; /fio(r)
'fear'; and many others.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /3:/:

/ovo(r)/ 'there'; /t$io(r)/ 'chair';
/wio(r)/ 'where'; /skist/ 'scared'
(more usually with fe:/ + /d/).

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /e/:
/wal)/ 'well'; /dief/ 'deaf'; /dred/ 'dead'
/dve8/ 'death'. The last three also have

/43 + €/ and /43 + €/ in the dialect, but
the forms with /i1e/ are the most common.

Section L. Corresponding to RP /i:/:

(a) Before /1/: /fiolt/ 'field'; /wielz/
'wheels'; /miel/ 'meal'; and many others.

(p) There are occasional traces of /19/ in
words which now usually have /i:/ in the

dialect, e.g. /mon/ 'mean' .t

54e5.46 Modification:

Phonetically there is no discernible modification excep

that variants with a back second element are less frequent.

l. For further discussion, see Shorrocks (1978b, 51, 56-8).
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Distributionally:
Section 1 retains /i13/
Section 2 —> Je:/
Section 3 —> /e/

Section 4(a) retains /1a/
(b) —> /i:/

5446 /o0/

5.4.6.1e Description:

\\ Q
Ve
\ \

Fig. 20. - /99/ and variants

/oa/ is an additional identifiable phoneme entering
the system under the recession of post-vocalic /r/. It is a
falling)centring diphthong, and its starting position is
around or above C[o), or a position somewhat to the centre
of these areas. The second element is [o], and on some
occasions a little roundness and tension may be detected, i.e.
[e]. Before [%] the diphthong usually moves towards the [o]

or [u] regions.
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/9s/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed

‘syllables. Examples:

/foat/ 'fault'; /‘oesos(r)ts/ 'all sorts';
/'mos(r)nin/ 'morning'; /'rekoa(r)d/ 'record’
(more often, traditionally, with /e/); /oo'ri:tt/
'all right'; etc.

The phoneme has a restricted distribution. It occurs:
1) Before /1/ - or rather, usually, historical /1/, fo:
/1/ has usually been lost after /o:/ or /os/. Exanmples:

/foot/ 'fault'; /foen/ 'fallen'; /Jos/ 'all';
/ooz/ 'always'; /'ossos(r)ts/ 'all sorts';
/‘woeweks/ 'Wallworks'; /koel/ 'call'; /‘oslez/ f

'always'; etc.
And across words boundaries:

/oez/ 'all as (that)'; /ost/ 'all at'; etc.
In all these words /o9/ is in free variation with /o:/.

2) Before /r/ or, more often, in place of historical
[0:] or [0'2] + /r/ (which might be phonemicised as /o: + r/),
Whefe /r/ has now disappeared; .For a'speaker who has lost
post-vocalic /r/ (and most have in these words), there is no

option but to phonemicise:

/'kosne/ 'corner'; /‘mosnin/ 'morning'; /oes/
'horse'; /§oet/ 'short'y etc.

Speakers who use post-vocalic /r/ after some vowels and diphtho:
usually do not after /os/ and /oe/. Further, whilst /o:/ is
occasionally used in this type of word,1 /os/ is customary.

Thus, discounting for the moment the occasional phonemicisation

1. More often, it would seem, in some words than others. 1In
the words which have just been listed, /o:/ would not be
unusual in horse, but it most certainly would in short. For
the whole group of words, /os/ is the normal phoneme,
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of /o:/ without /r/, and admitting that /o:r/ would have been
a suitable phonemicisation at a time when post-vocalic /r/
was regularly pronounced, the appropriate phonemicisation for
the present system is /oa(r)/. This solution does justice
to the prevalent pronunciation [0'2] and allows for a followin,
/r/ or trace of /r/-colouring - and, since an element of
diphthongisation is phonetically inevitable before /r/, the
phonemic solution /oo(r)/ is not inappropriate phonetically
speaking on those occasions when /r/ is pronounced. Thus,
the word horse might have: /o:s/ as an occasional phonemici- |
sation; /o:rs/ as a historical phonemicisation; /oes/ as the
current phonemicisation appropriate to most speakers; and
/o2(r)s/ as the phonemicisation appropriate to the current
system, thereby catering for occasional residual occurrences
of /r/.

The diphthong /os/ is often clearly to be heard before
/r/ in /‘oot'riit, oo'ri:t/ 'all right'.

3) In the words /kosnt/ 'can't'; /'koonkri:t/ 'concret
/'toslet/ 'toilet' (also with /o:/ and /o1/). |

In distinguishing between /o:/ and /os/, it is not
always easy to make a phonemic decision between variants such
as [0:°], [o:2] and [o'o].

‘Omitting for the moment the /r/ of the general
phonemicisation /oa(r)/, minimal pairs such as the following
may be used to distinguish /os/ from /o:/ for most speakers:

'or' foo/ £ /o:i/ 'oh!; all'

'torque' /tosk/ £ /toi:k/ 'talk'
. 'cord' /koed/ £ /ko:d/ 'called'

'drawer' fOros/ £ /dro:/ 'draw'
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'drawers = knickers,
underpants' /Orooz/ £ /dro:z/ 'draws'

'sort’ /soet/1 £ /soit/ ‘salt!
'morse' /moes/ £ /mois/ 'moss'
etc,

To distinguish /os/ from /os/:

'mourning' /'moa(r)nin/ £ /'mos(r)mn/ 'morning!
'mourn' / moe(r)n/ £ /mos(r)n/ 'tomorrow'

'four' / foo(r)/ £ /foa(r)/ 'for'

'hoarse' /oo(r)s/ £ /oo(r)s/ 'horse’

‘over' Joo(r)/ £ /oa(r)/ ‘or'

'oars' /oe(r)z/ # /ooz/ ‘'always'

'fort' /foo(r)t/ #£ /foot/ 'fault'

etc.

54e6.2. Variants:

(1) [o2],[5"2],[9'2),[$"2]). These are the regular variants
‘'The only environmental restriction is that
they are rare before final /1/ ([%]) - but
/oa/ is seldom followed by a final /1/ in
the dialect. Examples: [k¢oonkIj:it],
['k*3 enksi*t] 'concrete'; [fo'en] 'fallen'
[9'22) 'always'; [3'es] 'horse', etc.

(ii) [éfo],[étg], etc. Before [*]: [5°¢%] 'all'; [k¢o'oX]
' 'call'. Such examples are not very common,
because /1/ has usually been lost.

(i1i) [g9'2],[9¢r 2], etc. Lowered variants. These occur
‘ less frequently than the variants in section

(i). They are used more extensively in

modified speech. Examples: [te'wprod?]

1. More often with /os/.
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"towards'; [ko¢red] 'cord'; ['fg'ef$¥Sen]'
'fortune'. ' : ’
(iv) Variants with an [e]—type second element: Occasional

variants: [t¢Qredz] 'towards'; [3e]
'all's etc.

5.4.6¢3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

Nearly all occurrences of dialect /oo/
correspond to RP /o:/. Examples:

(a) /fost/ 'fault’

(v) /oa/ 'all'; /ko*sl/ 'call'; /fo'an/
'fallen'; etc.

(c) /Soa(r)t/ 'short'; /koe(r)d/ 'cord';

/oa(r)s/ 'horse'; and many others.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /v/:

/'koonkriit/ 'concrete'.

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /oz/:
/'toslet/ 'toilet' (also with /ov/, /oi/).

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /a:/:
/koont/ 'can't' (also with /e:/).

51664, Modification:

Phonetically the variants with a lower first element
become more common; [3's)], [0'9] remain common; the variants
with araised first element become less common -~ but are possibi
in words such as cord, short, etc. when pronounced by more
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highly educated speakers. These last mentioned forms are

rounded, but the diphthong often has less roundness of the

first element when employed by ordinary modified speakers.

Variants with a back second element are more common due to

the increased use of final /1/ after /oo/ in modified speech.
Distributionally:

Section 1(a) —> /o/
(b)—> /o:/ (and adds /1/) or rete
(c¢) retains /oo/ 0o/ (adds /1

Section 2 —> /fo/
Section 3 may retain /os/

Section 4 —> [f=:/

5.&-070 ‘OGZ

5.4e7s1« Description:

NV
T
\

Fig. 21. - /oo/ and variants

(====me = variants overlapping with /va/)
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/03/ is an additional, identifiable phoneme entering the
system under the recession of post-vocalic /r/. It is a falling
centring diphthong. Its starting position is on or a little to
the centre of C[o]. It moves typically to [2], or to a sound
slightly tenser and more rounded than [s], i.e. [e]. Sometimes
the movement is towards a higher central position, [w¢], [&],
etc. in which case the extent of the glide is not always as
great. The first element of the diphthong is the longer and
more prominent.

/oe/ occurs in stressed and relatively weakly stressed
syllables. Examples: _

/avtvoa(r)s/ 'divorce'; /woo(r)/ ‘'wore';

/soa(r)t/ 'sort'; /'le:dri§oo(r)/ 'Ladyshore';

/‘oesoa(r)ts/ 'all sorts'; /foo(r)'ti:in/

'fourteen'; etc.

There is a considerable degree of overlap between /os/
on the one hand and /o:/ and /vo/ on the other. Since, even
in residual speech, many words formerly pronounced with /vs/
are moving over to /o:/, it is not always clear with which
of these /os/ may be said to be overlapping. In words with
an historical post~-vocalic /r/, /oe/ results where /r/ has
been lost - assuming /o: + r/ to have been the earlier
phonemicisation. The case 1s analogous to that of /oa/,
and /oa(r)/ has been adopted here as the most suitable phonemic
solution for the current system.l /o0s/ reflects the systen
now used by the majority, whilst the bracketed /(r)/ allows
for residual and inconsistent use of /r/, or a trace of

/r/-colouring. Since /o:/ would be at least slightly

l. Cf. section 5.4.6.1.
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diphthongised before /r/, the designation /os(r)/ for the
system as a whole is phonetically reasonable. Thus /fya(r),
foa(r)/ 'four'. In words which do not historically contain
a post-vocalic /r/, occurrences of /os/ could well represent
an interstage between older /Ys/ and more usual /o:/. At
any rate, occurrences of /oo/ in the following examples are
not as regular as either /ys/ or /o:/:

/brosk/ ‘'broke'; /stoenz/ 'stones'; /rosd/
'road'; /losd/ 'load'; etc.

Diachronically, then, I suspect that these forms are transitiona!
between /Ys/ and /o:/, but synchronically, since /os/ is
included in the inventory of phonemes, /oo/ may be said to
occur in such words in free variation with /vs/ and /o:/.

Some words which Pormally contain /os/ may occasionally
have /o:/.l

/0a/ can sometimes be difficult to distinguish from
/o:/ with a schwa off-glide.

Vowel groups containing a slight [(w]-glide occur
occasionally, e.g. ['bé*%"ed] 'board'.

. For the vast majority of speakers,who do not use /r/

other than most occasionally after /o:/, /os/ may be
distinguished from /o:/ in pairs such as the following:

‘overs oar' Jos/ # /o:/ 'oh; o

'four' /fos/ £ /fo:/ 'foe'

'mower; (moor; more)' /mos/ #£ /mo:/ 'mow’
‘oars' fooz/ #Z /o:z/ 'hose' ‘

1. See sections 5.2.7.1l. and 5.2.7.3, subsection 4.
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'mourners' /'moonez/ # /'moinez/ 'moaners'
'shore' /§Soo/ #£ /So:/ 'show'
'roar' /ros/ £ /ro:/ 'row'

etce.

Minimal pairs distinguishing /os/ and /os/ are listed under
/oe/.1

50“-07.2. Variants:

(1) [©*s],[% e]: These are the most typical variants.
A rounded second element is not at all
unusual with this phoneme. Examples:
[s6°2t2] 'sort'; [ bo'ed] 'board'; [noren]
'none'; [‘'Jo'sain] 'roaring'; [md*e]
'more'; etc.

(11) [©"5),[®w¢], etc. Variants with a high, rounded
' second element. In free variation with
section (i), but less frequent.2 Examples:
[ko*&s] 'course'; [f&'8a] 'four';
[spo'p‘Jt] 'sport'; etc.

(iii1) [8'2]),[8°8), etc. Variants with a high first element.
‘ ‘These occur in words in which /os/ is in
free variation with /vo/. Examples:
[£fgr2, furaa] 'four'; [a¢° %, a§-6d] 'road';
f§'en] 'own'; ['bgrweain] 'voring'; [p¢¢re]
'pour'; etc.

l. Cf. section 5.4.6.1.
2. See also /o:/ before /1/, section 5.2.7.2(iv).
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51.7.3. Comparative Distribution:

Section 1. Corresponding to RP /o:/:

/soo(r)t/ 'sort'; /vos(r)d/ 'board';
/oo(r)/ ‘oar'; /koo(r)s/ 'course';
/moe(r)/ ‘more' (often with /vo/);
/spoo(r)t/ 'sport'; /os(r)s/ 'hoarse';
/'snoerin/ ‘'snoring'; /'mos(r)ne(r)z/
"mourners';  /bos(r)/ 'vore'; /woe(r)/
'wore'; /toa(r)/ 'tore'; and many others.
(Also with /vo/ in some cases.)

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /aA/:
/noen/ ‘'none' (also with /o:/).

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /u:/:
/jos/ 'you' (also with /o:/).

Section 4. Corresponding to RP /fou/:

/stoon/ ‘'stone'; /poest/ 'post';
/brook/ 'broke'; /roed/ 'road';
/lood/ 'load'; etc. (More often with

/o:/ and /va/).
Section 5. Corresponding to RP Jouva/:

Joo(r)/ ‘over'.

50“—070)4-. Modification:

Phonetically /oo/ may have the same realisations as in
the dialect with some speakers, whilst with others slight
lowering (and/or centralisation and slight unrounding) takes
place. Vhen such variants as [¢'s] and [§'o] are used, /os/

may still be distinguished from /oe/ because /oe/ can also
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have a lower first element in modified speech.1 Variants
with a high first element are not used in modified speech as
/oo/ is not in free variation with /Ya/ in words such as
those in section 4, and to some extention section 1, of the

Comparative Distribution above.

Distributionally:
Section 1 retains /oe/,2 except sort —> /os/

Section 2 —> /o/ (only with the meaning
'none' in modified speech)

Section 3 —> /v:/
Section 4 —> /Jo:/

Section 5 —> /o:ve/

5.4.8. yACYA

5.48.1. Description:

\
N2

N
L

Fig. 22. - /ya/ and variants

l. Cf. section 5.4.6.4.

2. Had one phonemicised /o: + r/ for_an individual residual
speaker, who happened to use [o0: + o] more regularly than any
of my informants, then it would be necessary to introduce /o0o/
as an extra phoneme in the modification rules. The same would
apply to /os/.
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/Ys/ is a falling, centring diphthong. The first
element is the longer and more prominent. It is a rounded
sound above the half-close position, which may occupy an
area from centre of front to slightly more centre of back.

The rounding is not usually very strong, but of course varies
in degree in relation to the phonetic context. The diphthong
has an [e]-typé second element, which again is higher than the
second element in RP centring diphthongs. The second element
is also sometimes a little more rounded and tense than its

RP equivalent, i.e. [e]. Variants with a back starting
position are in free vériation with those having a front
starting position. /Ys/ was chosen as the phoneme symbol

on the grounds that the front variants appear to be the more
common. However, the choice of symbol should not be allowed
to obscure the fact that variants commencing with [®] and [g]

are frequent.

/va/, in those words corresponding to RP /ou/, is in
free variation with /o:/, and perhaps, to a lesser extent,
/os/,l whilst /¥o/ in those words corresponding to RP /o:/ is
ih free variation with /oe/.2 These facts result in a series
of indeterminate forms, or intermediate forms. Examples:

[futroa] 'four'; [a§'ed] 'road'; [§8'2]

'shore'; etc. ‘ ’

The shaded area in Fig. 22 illustrates the area of overlap

between back variants of /vo/ and /o:, 09/.

1., Cf. section 3 of the Comparative Distribution, and sections
5¢2¢7e1, 5¢2.7.2(i1)y 5ehelely, Delte7.2(111) and 5.447.3, sub-

section 4.
2, Cf., section 4 of the Comparative Distribution, and section

5473, subsection 1.
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Vowel groups containing a [w]—element are quite common,
and words which are monosyllabic in RP may often be heard as
disyllabic in the dialect:

['f&g'wsz] 'floor'; ['Skylwp‘%] 'school'y etc.

Since /v:/ would be noticeably diphthongised before /r/, the
phonemicisation /vYa(r)/ for the general system does not gain
its generality at much, if indeed any, phonetic cost. /yo/
is invariably to be found before {[*], e.g. /tyelz/ 'tools'.

In addition to its occurrence in stressed syllables -
/mya(r)/ 'moor; more'; /tlysz/ 'clothes'; /dyva(r)/ 'door';
etc. = /Yo/ may also occur in relatively weakly stressed
syllables: /'blakpyvel/ 'Blackpool'; /'jy:zvel/ 'usual'; etc.
However, occurrences before /1/ are not as frequent as in
modified speech, since the dialect has /yY:/ alone in some
words: /'blakpr:/ 'Blackpool'; /fy:/ 'fool'; /skyi/ 'school';
/sty:i/ 'stool'. /¥o/in a word such as usual may also give ‘
way to unstressed /e, o/.l

Strang has drawn attention to the vulnerability of RP
/va/ due to its low frequency of occurrence and light functional

1oad.2 It will be clear from the Comparative Distribution

that /vo/ enjoys a somewhat wider distribution in the dialect,
but its significance is being reduced by /o:/ and /oo/.
5.4.8.2. Variants:

(1) [Y'e],[Y'e],Lg;e],[g;e] - Regular variants, often with
' slight unrounding [¢] of the first element.

1. See section (v) of the Variants below.
2, Cf. Strang (1974: L6). ~See Gimson (1974: 148) for a table

showing the frequency of occurrence of RP vowel phonemes,
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Some speakers use a back first element more
often than others do, but this is largely a
matter of idiolectal preference. Examples:
['d3§'9Jln] 'quring'; [m?"e] "more';

[tlw ez], [klu'oz] 'clothes'; [5§¢ro]
'sure’.

(ii) [y"ﬁ],[g'a], etc. Diphthongs with a back second element
Used before [%]: ['blaﬁ?pg'oi] 'Blackpool';
['j&:gg’u&] 'usual's etc. '

(ii1) [y o] Occasionally a diphthong with a very close,
front, tense, rounded first element is
heard. It is not environmentally conditioned.
Examples: [t¢y'ed] 'toad'; [ay ex] 'rule’
(the second element appears to have been
pulled forward by the first, despite the
following [%#]); etc.

(iv) Variants containing [w]: See the Description above.

(v) [o]),[e],[e], etc. = /6, o/% In unstressed syllables
' before [*] as an alternative to relatively

weakly stressed /vo/. These unstressed

variants are, in fact, the more likely.

Examples: [‘jg:go&] 'usual'; ['vizzet]

'visual's etc.

(vi) The rising variants encountered in RP in unaccented
syllables2 are not normally found in the
dialect, which has /e/ or /o/.

1. Cf. section 5.3.5.3, 13 (note also section 12), and section

5030603, 10.
2., As described in Gimson (1974: 144f).
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5.4.8.3. Comparative Distribution

Section 1. Corresponding to RP fus/:

/piva(r)/ 'pure'; /Sva(r)/ 'sure'; /mve(r)/
‘moor'; /‘dszverin/ 'during'; etc. etc.

Section 2. Corresponding to RP /u:/ followed by [%]:

/rysy 'rule'; /tyelz/ 'tools'; /kyel/
'cool'; etc. etec.

Section 3. Corresponding to RP /ou/:

/bYe0/ ‘'both'; /kysl/ ‘'coal'; /ryed/
'road' (plus all compounds thereof);

/1lyed/ 'load'; /tlvez, klvaz/ 'clothes’;
/6rysat/ 'throat'; /styon/ 'stone'; /byen/
'bone'; /tyed/ 'toad'; /myest/ 'most';
/pysst/ 'post'; /vsk/ 'oak'; /kyst/
‘coat'; etc. All these words may also

have /o:/ (and perhaps, to a lesser extent,
/o0a/) in the dialect.

Section L, Corresponding to RP /o:/:
/nya(r)/ 'more'; /dve(r)/ ‘'door' (also
with /e/), and all compounds thereof;
/fya(r)/ 'four'; /flys(r)/ 'floor';
/oya(r)d/ 'board'; /spys(r)t/ 'sport';
/xya(r)s/ 'course'; /'fya(r)men/
'foreman'; etc. All these words may also
have /oo/ (and perhaps, to a lesser extent,
/o:/) in the dialect.

Section 5. Corresponding to RP /3:/:

/3va(r)/ 'hair'; / mon'sya(r)/ 'Monsieur';
/.kan}'sva(r)/ 'connoisseur'.
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5.1—‘-08 o“—o Modifration

The phonetic quality of the diphthonz is not generally
altered. An individual speaker may favour a back first
element, but a front first element remains the norm. Vowel
groups with /w/ are common in modified speech.

Distributionally:

Section 1 retains /vo/, except moor —> oo/
Section 2 retains /ya/

Section 3 —> /o:/

Section L4 —> /os/

Section 5 yure —> /e:(r)/
/Yo/ may be retained in the
French words.



5¢5. CONSONANTS:

There are 22 consonant phonemes in the dialect.
These are:
/p, b, t, 4, k, g, t§, a3, £, v, 6, B, s, z,
§, 2, my n, 1, w, r, i/
The total of 22 distinctive phonemes is two‘less than in
RP: /h/ is not a phoneme of the dialect,1 and [g] is an
allophone of /n/ before /k, g/.° The dialect has a
further phoneme less than those varieties of English
which have /m/. Additionally, the dialect has two
phonemes less than other diaslects of English in which
/tr, dr/ are accounted unit phonemes,3 for in the dialect

of Farnworth and district /6 + r, ® + r/ correspond to

RP /tr, dr/.

1. Cf. section 5.5.23.

2, Cf. section 5.5.18. The specification of 24 consonant

phonemes for RP follows Gimson (1974: 1L49).

3, This will depend upon the linguist. Cf. Gimson (1974:

171ff), Houck (1967: 5).

384.



385.

Table of the Consonant Phonemes of the Dialect

— & £ £
o ®© © 1 |
- 1~ — —~ ~ o~ [
0 o o o 1 O £ 0 L &4
] ~ + (3] + O C o (4] (o
— Qg o > 0> — > | ~
o~ T O )] — O 4 S~ [] [$)]
m H g A < [sYRN AV oy >
Plosive (Stop) P,b t,d k,g
Affricate 1,43
Fricative f,v 0,0 S,2 §$53
Nasal m n
Lateral 1
Frictionless Continuant
or glides (semi- w r J (w)

vowels)
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Consonant phonemes are described in terms of the

opposition fortis-lenis rather than voiceless—voiced.1 When

a word is pronounced in isolation, or with a preceding and a
following pause, initial lenis plosives, affricate and
fricatives are partially devoiced, and final lenis plosives,
affricate and fricatives may be completely devoiced. However,
final lenis consonants may also be released with a schwa

off-glide, or parasitic schwa. In running texts, the presence

or absence of initial and final devoicing depends upon the
immediate phonetic enviromnment. ‘Therefore in the description
of the consonants, lenis plosives, affricate and fricatives

are described as being subject to devoicing in initial and

final positions.

Fortis plosives are usually aspirated when released,
often more so than in RP.2 When the plosive occurs initially
in an accented syllable, /p/ is usually subject to fairly
heavy aspiration; the aspiration is somewhat less in the
case of /t/, and usually somewhat less still in the case of
/k/. Medial plosives may be more heavily aspirated than in
RP, and final plosives may be released with aspiration (and
sometimes affrication) in the dialect. Traces of aspiration
have sometimes been found accompanying the release of lenis

plosives, perhaps especially in final position when the

plosive is devoiced. Although consonants may sometimes be

1. See Gimson (1974: 32, 149).
2. This and the following observations, particularly that

concerning the fairly heavy aspiration of /p/, contrast
strongly with comments on the aspiration of consonants in
Higginbottam (1962: 26) and Lodge (1966: 28), although
these studies are of course describing different varieties

of northern speech.
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released with affrication - more so with some speakers than
with others - there is no resemblance on this count between
the dialect of Farnworth and that of, say, Liverpool.

There is extensive glottalisation of consonants in
the dialect of Farnworth and district. Amongst the problems
of transcription was the distinction of two types of
glottalisation: [f?] when the consonant is not released,

and [2t] when it is (preglottalisation).l Both types of

glottalisation need to be distinguished from glottal replace-

ment, i.e. [2). Final /p, t, k/ may all be preglottalised
when followed by a pause. There is sometimes also a suggestion
of glottal constriction accompanying the release of final

/b, 4, g8/« /Dy t, X/ are glottalised and not released, or
alternatively replaced by [2] finally before a word beginning
with a consonant (including the semi-vowels), sometimes before

a pause or a word beginning with a vowel, and before morpheme
boundaries. In this last respect, it is interesting to note
that Higginbottam analysed /t§/ and /d3/ as sequences of
phonemes rather than unit phonemes in her description of
modified East-Lancashire speech in order better to account

for glottal reinforcement.® She wrote that in /wilt§a/ and
/pv1t§ed/, the medial sequences were phonetically identical.3
In the Farnworth dialect, /t§/ is phonetically distinct from

/t + §/ across both morpheme and word boundaries, and

l. Cf. section 3.9.
2., See Higginbottam (1962: 26f).

3. Ibid., 26.
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Higginbottam's example, pronounced by a Farnworth infofmant,

is:
['wexf2§e] 'Wiltshire' - ['pe23{2t{ed] 'pilchara'.

Pairs familiar to‘linguists such as white shoes and why choose

would therefore be very clearly distinguished in the Farnworth
ciialect.1 Because of this clear distinction between disjunct

and close~knit realisations of the sound complex, and because

of the general distribution of the sound éomplex,2 /t$/ is
treated as a unit phoneme in this present analysis. /d3/ 1is
similarly accounted a unit phoneme. The lenis plosives

/b, d, g/ are not audibly released before consonants at the
beginning of the next word, although lenis plosives may be
released before semi-vowels on some occasions.

The earlier observation that /p, t, k/ before a word
or syllable beginning with a consonant (and sometimes a vowel)
are not audibly released, or may be replaced by a glottal
stop, perhaps requires further comment. It is certainly
not sufficient to say that /p, t, k/ may all be realised as
[2]. Although this can happen, glottalisation other than
preglottalisation often takes the form [p2, €2, k2], or a
movement towards the consonant in questidn. In /tfep re:nd/
'cheap round', /p/ is not released, but there is bilabial
closure which is synchronous with the glottal constriction,

i.e. [P2], and informants can distinguish the sequence -

l. And similarly with other pairs such as great reign and
grey train etc., since /t/ would not be released even
before a semi-vowel in great reign.

2. See Gimson (1974: 171-L, especially 171).
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without context - from check round pronounced with [k2].

The glottalisation of final stop consonants is a key
factor in signalliﬁg certain grammatical phenomena: the
definite article; the preposition to; and the second person
singular interrogative of modal and auxiliary verbs. Note
further the glottalic realisation of the prefix to- in
['féa&ée[J]] 'together'. A glottalic element may also be
heard preceding the rélease stage of the initiél consonant
of /ni:t/ 'tonight' and /moo(r)n/ 'tomorrow'.

Glottalisation also occurs in medial and final
consonant clusters. Examples:

/'vott§e(r)/ 'butcher'; /'vimpto / 'Vimto'
(cordial drink); /‘'©ripmps/ 'threepence';
/‘'kre:(t)0e(r)/ 'creature'; /'eltsi/ 'Eléie';
/'fantsi/ 'fancy'; /eints/ 'ounce'; /elts/
'else'; /altd/ 'health'; etc.

The gemination of consonants would seem to be a part
of the extensive use of glottal stricture in the dialect.
Gemination may occur:

(a) word-medially between vowels;

(b) word-finally, before a word begihning with a
homorganic consonant;

(¢) word-finally, before a word beginning with a
vowel; |

(d4) before, or as an integral part of, a hesitation;

(e) gemination of glides in diphthongs, vowel groups,

or between words - possibly incorporating a hesitatioq.
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Examples:

(a) [‘&5rt§$b1n] 'dripping’';

(v) ['zo:§$?b‘1ktn] 'hop-picking';

(e) ['So:§5§‘e'gen] 'shop again';

(a) [aﬁ?%‘s:] 'at er...';

(e) [p‘i:jjoﬁf?] 'pea on the's etc.
Accounts of gemination in J. Wright (1905), Hargreaves (1904)
and Sief (1929) do not reflect the full range of gemination
found in the dialect of Farnworth and district. Firstly,
they are concerned only with case (a) of the five cases given
above. Secondly, the range of consonants involved is more
restricted: Wright gives /p, b, t, d, m, k, g/;l Hargreaves
gives the same list, these being the consonants "most
geminated";2 and Sieg gives /v, p, 4, t, g, k, m, n, r, 1/.3
For the Farnworth area, it would be necessary to add /§, 3, s, 2/
word-medially to Sies' 1list; and further /f, v/ word-finally
in hesitations, together with the glides /j, w/ in vowel groups,
diphthongs, and between words. Also, medial /t§, d3/ are
often preceded by /t, 4/ respectively,u and in some words the
same applies to /06, ®/. Thirdly, Hargreaves, Sief and Wright
all give gemination "only after a short syllable'" (or "when
preceded by a short vowel").5 Whilst word-medial gemination

does indeed usually follow a short vowel, there are exceptions,

c¢f'. Farnworth:

l. Wright, J. (1905: 7).

2. Hargreaves (1904: 74).

3. Sies (1929: 139).

L. See sections 5.5.7.4. and 5.5.8.4. for examples.
5. Cf. Wright, J. (1905: 7); Hargreaves (1904: 74);

Sies (1929: 139).
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/‘fraiddr/ 'Friday'; /'fos(r)tti/ 'forty';

/'joinmin/ 'yawning'; /'jv:izzel/ 'usual'.
Furthermore, in types (b), (c¢), (d) and (e), the geminate
follows long vowels and diphthongs frequently. Fourthly,
SieB gives gemination only before a derivative affix.l
Wright stipulates that gemination occurs in present participles
and words ending in gi;l, g;,z whilst Hargreaves observes that
the "most frequent sources of gemination'" are the present
participle termination -in and the terminations -in, -er and
s (21).° In the dialect of Farnworth and district, word-
medial gemination occurs frequently before /in/, especially
in present participles, and frequently before derivatives in
/e(r)/. Note also /e:(r)/ in free variation with the latter,
e.g. /'dabbe:(r)z/ 'Dabber's' (name of a public house). With
regard to gemination before /e(1l)/, apple in Farnworth is
pronounced /‘appo/ or /‘appe/. Note also, however, the
following Farnworth forms:

/'fraiddi/ 'Friday'; /'Oetti:n, Get'ti:n/
'thirteen'; /'Oetti/ 'thirty'; /‘peppes/
'purpose'; /‘tekki/ 'Turkey; turkey';
/'foa(r)ttr, 'fotti/ 'forty'; /'nappi/
'nappy'; /‘wikkend/ 'weekend'; /'sekkel/
'circle'; /'lokki/ 'lucky'; /'ti§fe/
'tissue'; /‘'vizzeilaiz/ 'visualise';
/'kaz3el/ 'casual'; /‘renmt/ 'rennet'; etc.

Such forms show gemination in more environments than those

specified by SieB, Wright and Hargreaves.

1. Sies (1929: 139).
2. Wright, J. 51905: ﬁ

7).
3. Hargreaves (1904: 74).
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In addition to occurring with plosives and in place
of plosives before consonants, the glottal stop also occurs:

(a) in place of a Plosive before a pause or a vowel,
e.g. [1e2 1£2] 'let it';

(b) intervocalically between words, e.g. [wan jo z 2t2)
'when you hit';

(c) between the indefinite article, when realised as
/e/, and a word beginning with a vowel, e.g. [e 2 'abit¢]
'a habit';

(d) at the beginning of an utterance or after a pause,
when the wofd begins with a vowel, and possibly indicative of:

(i) stress, e.g. [|'?a:Jd|] 'hard', pronounced with a
deliberate stress, ‘

(ii) the indefinite article, e.g. [I"?gt 1£2 ke‘né%l"]
'a hat in the canal’,

(iii) a hesitation or reformulation, especially if the

informant pauses suddenly.

However, a glottal stop at the beginning of an ﬁtterance or
after a pause may, as far as I can tell, also occur before a
vowel without signalling anything in particular, €.g. [Izalf]
'half'. Also, in case (ii), it is difficult to prove that |
[2]) is due to the indefinite article, as the indefinite
article is not always used (or not always realised), and
[2] may occur before a vowel after a pause.

“ From the foregoing general observations, and from the
following descriptions, it will be seen that the dialect has
a rich array of realisations of plosives in word-final position.

To summarise, final plosives may be realised:
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(a) as plosives pure and simple, i.e. other than as follows

(p) with aspiration

(¢) with affrication

(d) with preglottalisation

(e) with glottalisation, but unreleased

(f) as geminates

(g) as [2]

(h) occasionally as ejectives

(i) with a schwa-type off-glide, or parasitic schwa

(j) with devoicing

(k) with voicing

(1) in free variation with /r/ in the case of /t/ in some words.
The 1lists of final clusters in which each phoneme

features must be seen as potentially incomplete. A very

large amount of dialect lexis in phonemic script would be

needed to provide an adequate basis for a full analysis.

Some of the clusters given in this study could be extended

by adding /s, z, t, 4/, i.e. by making a given form plural

or past. As /r/ is often not pronounced nowadays where it

occurred historically, the possibilities of clusters with

/r/ are outlined under the phoneme /r/ but are not repeated

under all the other consonants with which /r/ combines.

However, they should be borne in mind.
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50501. LEZ

5.5.1.1. |
/p/ is a fortis bilabial plosive which occurs initially,

medially and finally within the word. Accented /p/ is
aspirated [p¢], sometimes quite heavily [ph]; weakly accented
/p/ is usually aspirated more than in RP,1 and final /p/,

when released, may also be aspirated. [@] occurs before

/£y v/. /p/ is unaspirated after /s/ in initial and medial

clusters.

5¢5¢le2. Initial /p/:

Examples: ['p‘ap‘e] 'paper'; ['p‘ep‘e] 'pepper’';
[Phln] 'pin'; [e'pheﬁgﬁhes] 'on purpose'; etc.

H5eHele3. In Initial Clusters:

/pl, pr, pj, sp, spl, spr, spi/. Examples:
/spit/ 'spit'; /spring/ 'spring'; /spler§/
'splash'; /plez/ 'please'; /pjve(r)/ ‘pure';
/iprity/ '‘pretty; fairly'; /spiv:/ 'spew'; etc.

5¢5.1le4. Medial /p/:
[taapfzt?] 'rabbit'; ['k‘ap‘ztf] 'cabbage'; etc.
Medial /p/ is freguently geminated: ['aﬁ?ﬁoz]
'apples'; ['sltﬁ?b‘e’] 'slipper'; similarly in
/'lappin/ 'lapping'; -/‘skrappin/ 'scrapping';
/'drippin/ 'dripping'; /'soppin/ 'supping';
/'nappi/ 'nappy'; /'sOrappin/ 'strapping';
/e ‘peppes/ 'on purpose'; etc.

A /p/-element may often be detected in the environment

/m/=-consonant: ['emﬁktt] 'empty';2 [*vimp2t¢o:] 'Vimto

1. Cf. Gimson (197%: 159).
2. Cf. Hargreaves (1904: 65, section 70), who gives no /p/
between /m/ and /t/ for Adlington.
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(cordial drink)'; etc. Note also [‘k‘ompind] 'company'.
/p/ is not audibly released before a following
consonant in the next syllable.

5¢5.15. Final /p/:
(a) [p¢] ana [pM], e.g. [teopR] 'top'.
(v) [p2]:
(i) Final /p/ is almost always unreleased before
a consonant occurring initially in the next
word, e.g. [Up2 'Jonds] 'up yonder'. Note
that this rule applies before /w, 1, j, v/ -
which is not the case in all varieties of
English.
(ii) Optionally before a pause, or in utterance-
final position, e.g. [op24F] 'upsF'.
(1ii) Occasionally before a vowel, in which case
it may approach [2].

(c) Geminatead:
(1) Before a word beginning with a vowel -

especially when following a short vowel, e.g.
[0pDp¢in] 'up in'.

(i1) Before a hesitation® of the type /e:(r)/.

(1ii) Before a word beginning with /p/ or /b/.
A geminate may be held across a pause, €.g.
[1I°z 'spolad® mgﬁs—T\p‘tm] 'he's swallowed
the map, him = he is a know-all, conceited’.

(a) [%pe:

[sofp¢] 'sup', etc. TFinal /p/ sometimes approaches
~%he quality of an ejective stop. However, it
is not so definitely ejective as certain
occurrences of final /t/ and /k/, and is
probably best described as being preglottalised,

l. Geminates often seem to be an integral part of a hesitation
or pause. The specification "before a hesitation'" will be
taken throughout to include this possibility.
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(e) Occasionally one encounters a suggestion of what,
in the case of a voiced consonant, would be
described as a parasitic schwa: [99, th’ ).

Of these variants, occurrences of (b) and (c) are gquite well
defined; otherwise, (a) and (d) are both regular, while (e)
is only occasional. [p] also occurs word-finally (and medially),

although less frequently than (a), (b), (c) and (d).

5¢5¢le6. In Final Clusters:

/p/ occurs in the final clusters: /pt, p9, ps, mp,

lp, sp, pst, pds, mpt, mps, lpt, lps, spt, sps/.

/pts/ is usually /ps/. Examples: /lamp/ "lamp';
/rasp/ 'rasp'; /dcpfs/ ‘depths'; /momps/ 'mumps';
/alpt/ 'helped'; /alps/ ‘'helps'; /lispt/ 'lisped';
/prompt/ 'prompt'; /depd/ 'depth'; /Ore:pst/
'traipsed'; /wasps/ 'wasps'; /kopt/ 'copped = caught';
/rips/ 'rips'; /t$elp/ 'chelp = speak (perj.)'s etc.
/sps/ may occur as such, or as [s:].

/p/ may be nasally released, €.g. ['gﬁsﬁ] 'happen;
perhaps', although ['ap®n] also occurs. An element
of /p/ may often be detected between /m/ and /s/,
Eege ['fértﬁsb€§] 'threepence'.

5¢H¢le7. Comparative Distribution:

/p/ corresponds widely to RP /p/. It corresponds to
RP /b/ in: rapit/ 'rabbit'; /'kapit§/ ‘'cabbage'.

50501.80 Modification:

/p/ undergoes little change in modified speech. It
is replaced by /b/ in rabbit and cabbage.

There are fewer instances of gemination, especially
of the word-medial variety.

1. The informal judgment of some natives that older people speak
more slowly could well be reinforced by the use of word-medial
gemination on the part of speakers of traditional vernacular.,
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5.5.2. /v/

50502.1.

/b/ is a lenis, bilabial plosive, occurring initially,
medially and finally within the word. Aspiration of /b/ is

slight compared with that of /p/, but there is nonetheless a

trace of it when the plosive is released. /b/ is subject
to devoicing initially and finally. [B] occurs before
/£y v/, €ege. [d0Bf§*a] 'rudb four'. |

5¢5¢2.2. Initial /b/:
[b o2:] 'wall'; [b ot2] 'but'; etec.

5¢5¢2¢3. In Initial Clusters:
/b1, br, bj/. Examples: /'bledde(r)/ 'bladder';
/'brokn/ ‘broken'; /'bjv:ti/ 'beauty'; etc.

5¢5.2.4. Medial /b/:
fb‘gbt] 'paby'; ['lobr] 'lobby'; etc. Medial /b/
between vowels is often geminated, as in /‘'blabbin/
'blabbing, talking'; /‘'skrobbin/ 'scrubbing';
/'vobbe(r)/ 'bobber, large marble'; /'ly:m: jobbe(r)/
'loomjobber'; etc. In the environment /m - 1/, /b/
occurs in /'t§imbli/ 'chimney'; /'gimblit/ 'gimlet',
and /'simblin/ 'Simnel’'. A double consonant [bd] may
be heard in /‘no:bdi/ 'nobody' and /'sombdi/ 'somebody'.
Note also: /‘wimbri/ 'bilberry'; /bab‘'taiz/ 'baptise’.

5.5.2.5. Final ﬁbﬁ:
(a) [B2): The distribution is as for final [H2],*
except that /b/ may be released, if only rather

1. Cf. section 5.5.1.5(b).
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weakly, before /1, r, j, w/, in which case the
variant is of a type [b], and /b/ is released
before a vowel. '

(b) [p¢], [bh]: The former is the more common.
Examples: ['dénobh] 'doorknob'; [bfop¢, b‘obh]
'Bob'y etc. A trace of preglottalisation may be
discerned on some occasions.

(c¢) [v), [P]: Regular variants.

(a) [ba]: Sometimes a variant with a parasitic schwa
is encountered, in which case the final /b/ is
fully voiced. Examples: [p‘ob°® I] 'pub';
[t‘obell] 'tub'. Again, a trace of preglottalisation
may well be discerned, e.g. [dzo%pgl] *job'.

(e) Geminates: Final /b/ is geminated in the same
environments as final /p/.l

5¢5¢2¢6¢ In Final Clusters:

/bd, bz, 1b, 1bz/. Examples: '/bolbz/ 'bulbs’;
/robd/ 'rubbed'; /nebz/ 'nebs, peaks of caps'; etc.

5¢5e2e7+. Comparative Distribution:

Dialect /b/ corresponds widely to RP /'b/.2 Note,
however, the presence of /b/ in dialect /'t§imbli/
'chimney'; /'gimblit/ 'gimlet'; /‘'simblin/ 'Simnel';
/bab'tarz/ 'baptise'; /'babtist/ 'Baptist'; /'babtizm/
'paptism'; /'wimbri/ 'bilberry'. Dialect /b/ corres-
ponds to RP /p/ in /i+1lob'sardid/ 'lop-sided’.

5¢65.2.8. Modification:
/b/ tends to disappear in the words in section 7, to be
replaced by forms more reminiscent of RP. Again
geminates, especially of the word-medial variety, are

l. See section 5.5.1.5(c).
2. Cf., however, the occurrences of dialect /p/ corresponding

to RP /b/ in section 5.5.1.7.
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less frequent. The form /'wimbri/ 'bilberry' is
retained in modified speech, and probably also
/11ob'sardid/ 'lop-sided’.

5.5.3. /t/
5¢5¢3010 '

/t/ is a fortis alveolar plosive, which occurs initially,
medially and finally within the word. It is not articulated
with the very tip of the tongue, but with the blade. This
observation applies to the other alveolar consonants as well
(i.e. /4, s, 2, n, 1/).l The articulation of /t/ with the
blade of the tongue often results in slight affrication, [gé],‘
although the [s] is faintly reminiscent of [6]. /t/ may be
aspirated ([t¢] and sometimes [th]) initially, medially and
finally, but not in the combination /st/. The position of
the lips is conditioned especially by a following vowel or
semi-#owel.

The distribution of /t/, if viewed comparatively, is
restricted due to the use of /s@r/, /6r/, and unaccented
/(t)ee(r)/ and /61k/ in the dialect, where RP, and many other
varieties of English, use /str/, /tr/, /to(r)/ and /ti1k/
respectively.2 The possibility of treating /tr/ as a unit
phoneme does not arise in the dialect, which has the combination
/8 + r/, the latter element being realised as [¢] or [p].

/t/ was transcribed in a few words which normally

have /p, k/:

1., Higginbottam (1962: 26) reports the same articulation with
the blade of the tongue in her specimen of modified East

Lancashire speech. ]
2. Cf. subsections 3 and 4 below, and sections 5.5.11.3 and 4

below.
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/ki:ts/ 'keeps'; /ki:t 'Sovin/ 'keep shoving';
/net dem/ 'neck-them'; etc.

This type of assimilation is not common in the dialect.

5¢5¢3.2. Initial /t/:

The main initial variant is [t¢]; [th] and [gé] also
occur; aspiration is less marked if the first
syllable does not carry the main word-stress.
Examples: /'teivtfe(r)/ 'teacher'; /ten/ 'ten';
/tak/ 'take'; /ti:m/ 'team; teem, pour'; etc.

5¢5¢3.3. In Initial Clusters:

/t/ occurs in the initial clusters /t1, st, tw/.

RP /tr, str/ correspond to dialect /Or, sér/.

/t3/ is rare, being usually /tS/.2 /t/ is
unaspirated after /s/. Examples: /twang/ ‘accent,
way of speaking'; /ste:/ ‘'stay'; /tlvez/ 'clothes';
etc.,

/t1/ alternates with /k1/ quite freely:3 /ttlva(r),
klio(r)/ 'clear'; /'tlifn, 'klifn/ 'Clifton';
/tlyaz, klvoz/ 'clothes'; etc.

/t/ in the combination /t1l/ is laterally released.

5.503.&0 IVIedial /t/:

/t/ occurs medially between vowels, and in the environ--
ment of consonants. /t/ is often geminated between
vowels, and it is not audibly released before a
consonant, e.g. ['seft2dr] 'Saturday'. [f2] may serve
as a glottalic element before the fortis medial
consonants /0, t§, s/, which may be strongly
preglottalised, e.g. ['elt®s&"] 'Elsie'. Examples:
/'setdr/ 'Saturday'; /'detti/ 'dirty'; /'eltsi/
'Elsie'; /'kre:(t)0e(r)/ 'creature'; /'Gettiin/

1. Cf. section 5.5.11.3 below. Correspondingly, dialect /dr/ is
equivalent to RP /dr/ - cf. section 5.5.12.3 below.

2. Cf. sections 5.5.22.3(d) and 5.5.7.7(a).

3. Cf. section 5.5.5.3. Similarly, initial /d1/ and /gl/ are in
free variation - cf. sections 5.5.6.3. and 5.5.4.3,
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"thirteen'; /'vettin/ 'vetting = acting in the capacity
of a vet'; /'Oetti/ 'thirty'; /'fotti, ‘fos(r)tti/
'forty'; /'ettin/ 'hurting'; /'pittSez/ 'pictures’;
/ervt'tiin/ ‘eighteen'; /'battin/ 'hitting'; /‘att{elir/
'actually'; /'fantsi/ 'fancy'; /'njvitt§rol/
'neutral'; etc.

Note also: [6:2'§€S%‘e] 'how art thou?'

Medial /t1/ and /k1/ are in free variation.?t Examples:
/'ratlif, ‘raklif/ 'Radcliffe'; /'pitlin, '‘piklin/
'pickling'; /‘dzentli, ‘'dzenkli/ 'gently'; etc.

This corresponds to the occurrence of /dl/ and /gl/ in
free variation medially,2 and to the free variation
between /t1/ and /k1/, and between /dl/ and /gl/
Word—finally.3

RP medial /tr, str/ correspond to dialect /Or, sOr/,
and RP unaccented /to(r)/ and /tik/ correspond to
dialect /(t)0e(r)/ and /61k/ respectively.LL

In medial clusters, and especially after /n/, /t/ may
be elided in some words. Examples: /'so:fli/ 'softly';
/ttwenv/ 'twenty'; /‘asli/ 'Astley'; /'omisli/
'honestly'; /'wanmid/ 'wanted'; /'plenit/'plenty’';
/'e:(r)msen/ 'Urmston'; etc.

Final /t/ is also prone to elision.?

1.
2.

3.

L.

5.

Cf. section 5.5.5.4. :

Cf. sections 5.5.4.4. and 5.5.6.4.

Cf. sections 5.5.3.6. and 5.5.5.6, and 5.5.4.6. and 5.5.6.6.
Melchers (1972: 69f), in her study of Yorkshire dialects, refers
to realisations of /k1/ as /t1/ as "assimilation". ©Note, howeve;
that in the dialect of Farnworth and district, /k1/ and /t1/
on the one hand, and /dl/ and /gl/ on the other, are completely
interchangeable. Thus, not only may RP /kl/ be realised as
/t1l/, and RP /gl/ as /d1/, but also RP /t1/ may be realised as
/kl1/, and /d1/ as /gl/, medially and finally. Melchers'
observation that the combination /tl1/ (initial) is difficult
to pronounce, strikes me as rather implausible. When one is
accustomed to pronounce initial /t1/ and /dl/ from birth, there
is not the remotest difficulty - even if these combinations are

rare in the languages of the world!

Cf, section 5.5.11.4. 8Similarly, dialec edial r a
/(d)be(rﬁ/ correspond to RP /dr and /da rg/mrespecégvélgn_ cf.
section 5.5.12.4.

Cf. subsections 5 and 6 below. Medial and final /4/ are

similarly prone to elision.
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[t¢] and [gé], and to a lesser extent [th] and [t]
all occur medially. [t2] occurs before consonants in a
following syllable. An additional important allophone is
the voiced flap [1;],l which occurs intervocalicallj in free
variation with variants such as [t¢], and -~ in some words -
in free variation with /r/ £00.° [t] bears a phonetic
resemblance to /d/, and to a single flapped [p].3 /t/ is
optionally realised as [4] between vowels:

/'prit/ 'pretty;'fairly'; /lgetin/
'getting'; /‘weitin/ 'waiting'; etc.

[t] may occur after /r/, e.g. ['03:3%1] 'thirty', and sometimes
after /n/, e.g. ['sento] 'centre'. Gimson refers to the use
of [$] as being in "weakly accented" positions;u note, however,
[.p‘e‘;e:ja] 'potato’.

[2]: Medial /t/ can be realised as [2], but the
phenomenon is relatively rare. It is not at éll typical of
the dialect, as of some others, although younger people use
[?] medially between vowels more than their elders. Two
inétances from an older speaker are: ['no:2is] 'notice'

and ['ge2wn] 'getting'.

5¢5.3¢54 Final /t/:
/f3yt/ 'fold'; /det/ 'dirt'; /lat/ 'lath'; /dzet/
'Jerk'; /skrat/ 'scratch'; /fot/ 'fetch, fetched';
/sit/ 'such' (more often /sit§/); and - with the

1. Cf. Sivertsen (1960: 109ff).
2. BSee section 5.5.21.4. The restriction "in some words'" refers

to the distribution of /r/, not [%].

3. Cf. Gimson (1974: 163), O'Connor (1973: 131). The former
describes [$] as lenis, the latter as being fortis, although
voiced. The resemblance to /r/ is interesting in view of the
dialect's use of /r/ both medially and finally in free variation
with [$] in some words.

L. Gimson (1974: 163).
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/r/ not pronounced - /‘bvoge(r)t/ 'buggered';
/'mosfe(r)t/ 'mustard'; /'onde(r)t/ 'hundred';
/‘bake(r)t/ 'vackward'; /'maSe(r)t/ 'mattered';
/‘kobe(r)t/ 'cupboard'; etc. etc.

The final /t/ in the second person singular
interrogative of modal or auxiliary verbs is
usually very heavily preglottalised: [5‘95%‘]
'could thou?'; [dir2t¢] 'did thou?'; etc.

Final /t/ may assimilate to /p/ or /%/ (unreleased)
before /p, b, m/ or /k, g/ respectively at the
beginning of the following word, e.g. [e:fETEE:p‘tn]
'how art thou keeping?'.l

Final /t/ is in free variation with /r/ in some
common words, e.g. /am nor ‘avin 1t/ 'I am not
having it'.2 In such cases, before a word
beginning with a vowel, /t/ may be realised as
[$]:

[6&44 3uf2)] 'that anything'

[wo 1z 1t] 'what is it®'

[pfuy 1§ o'gen] 'put it again (= next to)'

etc,

Although /r/ is only in free variation with /t/ at
the end of some words, [}] may occur as the
realisation of /t/ word-finally whenever the

next word begins with a vowel.3

Final /t/ may be elided, e.g. [‘'lemi] 'let me',
although elision occurs more frequently in final
clusters, as will be seen in the next subsection.

Final /t/ - when audibly released - may be realised
as [t], [t¢] and [th]. Some aspiration is customary,

1. Cf. the assimilatiocn of final /4/ to /b, g/ - section 5.5.4.5.

2. Cf. section 5.5.21.5. for details.
3. Note the restrictions on medial /r/ in free variation with

medial /t/ - section 5.5.21.4, and the unrestricted optional
use of [34] medially between vowels.
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although affricated variants also occur. Glottal
constriction is often noticeable: [3}‘, 3f%].
Occasionally the release is ejective, [t’], e.g.
[nii*t’] 'night'. Before a consonant, and sometimes
before a pause, or occasionally a vowel, /t/ is not
audibly released, [f2]. Final unreleased /t/ has a
dental articulation before a word beginning with

/8/ or /3/. Final /t/ is geminated before /t, 4/,
and quite often before a hesitation or a word
beginning with a vowel, e.g. [defST%‘e'we:] 'dirt
away'. Final /t/ is occasionally realised as a
pure glottal stop [2] before a word beginning with

a vowel, e.g. [di'2 o'mof] 'right enough'. However,
this is not a regular feature of the dialect, and
seems to have greater currency amongst younger
people.l Occasionally, a trace of a "parasitic
schwa'" accompanies the release of final /t/, although
parasitic schwa is more obviously associated with the
release of voiced consonants. Example: ['buktt?]

'pucket'.

/t/ may result from /d/ under three clearly definable
grammatical conditions. Firstly, the preposition to:
[wzj af? stop¢] 'we had to stop’

[wid af® woik 1£2] 'we had to walk it'

Secondly, the definite article:

[sj:ﬁngo:O%] 'seed (= saw) the hole'.

Thirdly, modal or auxiliary verbs in the second person
singular interrogative:

[k¢02Y¥¢] 'could thou?'.

Forms with [d2] are also possible in the first and
second cases, more particularly if the following
word begins with a voiced consonant.

Final /t/ is in free variation with /4/ in
/‘lzarit/ 'carried' and /‘berit/ 'buried'.

1. Admittedly, the line between [2] and [f?% can be hard to
draw, and there are a good few cases of [{ ] before a word

beginning with a vowel in the transcriptions.



5¢5.3.6. In Final Clusters:

/t/ occurs in the final clusters: /pt, t6, kt, nt,
1t, rt, ¢, st, §t, pts, pst, tOs, dst, kts, kst,

mpt, nto, nts, ntf{t, nst, nkt, 1pt, 1kt, 1t§t, fts,
spt, sts, skt/

Of these, /pts/ is usually realised as /ps/, /kts/

as /ks/ and /fts/ as /fs/; /sts/ may be realised

as [s:] or /stz/.1 Examples: /kopt/ 'copped, caught';
/e1t8/ 'eighth'; /likt/ 'licked; beat'; /bant/
‘energy'; /balt/ 'bvelt'; /1i1ft/ 'lift'; /bz:i0t/
'"pathed'; /mist/ 'missed; mist'; /fi:§t/ 'fished';
/Oretpst/ 'traipsed'; /ei1t9s/ 'eighths'; /midst/
'midst'; /mikst/ 'mixed'; /prompt/ 'prompt';
/tente/ 'tenth'; /tents/ 'tents, guards (of a dog)';
/pint§t/ 'pinched, stole'; /wonst/ ‘once'; /6onkt/
'thought (joc.)'; /elpt/ 'helped'; /milkt/ "milked';
/belt§t/ 'belched'; /raspt/ 'rasped'; /wiskt/
'whisked'; etc.

In the combination /tn/, the nasal release of /t/
is compulsory, e.g. ['k‘ﬁfgﬁ] 'cotton'.2
In the combination /t1/, the lateral release of /t/

is compulsory, e.g. ['bot2i] "bottle' .o

Note that clusters containing syllabic /1/ and
syllabic /n/ may follow each other: ['mléﬁifﬁﬁz]
'Middleton's!. :

Final /t1/ and /k1/ are in free variation: /‘'botl,
"ookl/ 'bottle', /'prtl, 'pikl/ 'pickle'; etc.

/t/ appears as [£2] vefore /8/ in /evt6/ 'eighth'.
/t/ may optionally be realised as [{2] before syllabic
/1/, €.8. ['OSptﬁS%] 'hospital'. "

1. See section 5.5.13.6. for further details.

2, Cf. section 5.5.4.6. for the nasal release of /d/.

3. Cf. section 5.5.4.6. for the lateral release of /d/. The
realisation of /t/ as [2] before [¥] may be heard sometimes

from younger speakers., .
L. Cf. section 5.5.5.6; there is a parallel case of free

varigtgon between /d1l/ and /gl/: cf. sections 5.5.4.6. and
5’5. . L)
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/t/ is not audibly released before other consonants
in final clusters, e.g. [1f2s] 'it's'. It often
serves as the glottalic element in final clusters.l
Examples: /eints/ 'ounce'; /twelt(f)6s/ 'twelfths';
/beints/ 'bounce'; /elts/ 'else'; /alt8/ 'health';
etc.

/t/ is used in final clusters with both positive and
negative forms of the second person singular interrogative
of modal or auxiliary verbs: [k¢&n%t¢] 'can thou?';
fk‘mfgﬁt‘] 'can't thou?'; ['w&fsﬁﬂ] 'weren't thou?';

etc. /t/ may also result from a final /d/ in clusters

due to the influence of the definite article or the
preposition to: [geind] 'round', cf. [se:nf2] 'round

the; round to'. In such cases [§2] might occur instead

of [£2] if the next word begins with a voiced consonant .2

/t/ occurs in final clusters after /n, 1, e(r) and m/,3
where many other varieties of English have /d/. The
forms in question are often preterites or past
participles, but by no means always so,u nor are they
always monosyllabic.5 Examples: /'eir(j)e(r)nt/
'ironed'; /'wonde(r)t/ 'wondered'; /tlre(r)t/
'cleared'; /‘kobe(r)t/ 'cupboard'; /fia(r)t/ 'feared,
afraid'; /rmo(r)t/ ‘reared'; /smio(r)t/ 'smeared';
/t§va(r)t/ 'cheered'; /ont/ 'hand'; /filt/ 'filled';
/kv1t/ 'killed'; /t$arlt/ 'child'; /'boge(r)t/
'buggered'; /‘mose(r)t/ 'mustard'; onde(r)t/
'hundred'; /'06c:z(e)nt/ 'thousand'; /blaint/ 'blind';
/b1'(3)arnt/ 'behind'; /'mizlt/ 'mizzled'; /fielt/
'field'; /ti:mt/ 'teemed, poured'; /'apmt/ 'happened’;
/molt/ 'knelt'; /So:mt/ '(a)shamed'; /tlaimt/
'climbed'; /‘ratlt/ 'rattled'; /'fri:tnt/
'frightened'y etc.

1. Cf. subsection L4 above for the same use of /t/ in medial
clusters,

2. Cf. subsection 5 above.

3. Wright, J. (1905: 7, 2333 only states "after 1, n, r".

k. Cf. Hargreaves (1904: 69), Wright, J. (1905: 233).

5. Wright, J. (1905: 7) emphasises such occurrences in
monosyllables, but p. 233 (section 303) gives t as a reflex
of ME 4 in words of more than one syllable.
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Further interesting occurrences of /t/ in final
clusters: /y:§t/ 'hush!'; /krokt/ 'crooked';
/wonst/ 'once'; /me:nt/ 'must not'; and, in free
variation with /dnt/: /wont/ 'woulan't'; /kont/
'couldn't'; /Sont/ ' shouldn't'.

/t/ is often elided in final clusters.l Examples:
/'oifn/ 'often'; /S$e:fs/ 'shafts'; /‘'inne/

'isn't her (she)?'; /‘weini:/ 'weren't (wasn't) he?';
/dos ‘wane/ 'does thou want to?'; /fet las em/

'for to last them'; /e:f pas fos/ 'half past four';
/sof mk/ 'soft Mick'; /le:s ni:t/ 'last night';

/d€ 'kodn e€k'spekt 1t/ 'thou couldn't expect it';
/‘eitkraf fer/ 'aircraft for'; /lef legz/ ‘'left

legs'; /in fak "/ 'in fact'; /patnl'/ 'pint'; etc.

/t/ appears to be elided most readily after /n, f, s/.

5¢5¢3.7« Comparative Distribution:

(a) The dialect has initial /s6r, Or/ and medial /sOr,
er, (t)6e(r), 61k/ in correspondence with RP
/str, tr, to(r), tik/. There is therefore no
possibility of a unit phoneme /tr/ in the dialect.

(b) Dialect /t§/ corresponds to the RP initial
cluster /ti/.

(¢) /t1/ and /k1/, which are in free variation in
the dialect, correspond initially to RP /k1/.

(d) /t1l/ and /k1/ are in free variation in the dialect
medially and finally, and correspond to both RP
/t1/ and /k1/.

(e) /t/ features as a glottalic element in medial
and final clusters on a more extensive basis
than it does in RP.,

l. Cf. subsection 5 above; sections 5.5.4.5. and 6; and
Gimson (1974: 294-9).
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Some cases of the elision of /t/ medially, finally,
and in final clusters, are more typical of the
dialect than they are of RP. Examples: /'pleni/
'plenty'; /‘wamd/ 'wanted'; /‘'lemi/ ‘'let me'; etc.

The distribution of allophones is different in the
dialect. Note especially: the more extensive use
of [4] in the dialect, and its occurrence in free
variation with /r/ in some contexts; the use of
geminated variants; the existence of a final
ejective variant; +the use of [f2]; the use of
[t¢, t"] medially and finally.

Dialect /t/ corresponds to RP /d/ finally, or in
final clusters after /1, m, n, e(r)/. The total
number of words involved is considerable.

Dialect /t/ results from /d/ finally and in final
clusters under grammatically defined conditions.
The grammatical features involved are the definite

article, the preposition to, and thou in certain
interrogative forms.

Dialect /t/ corresponds to RP /t§/ in /skrat/
'scratch'; /fot/ 'fetch'; /sit/ 'such'.

Dialect /t/ occurs in: /lat/ 'lath'; /dzet/ 'jerk';
/be216t/ 'bathed'; /krokt/ 'crooked'; /wonst/
‘once'; /¥:§t/ 'hush'; /ipoli'(j)ant/ 'polyanthus’.

/t/ does not occur in /‘brekfos/ 'breakfast'.

Modification:

Phonetically, /t/ remains generally the same, except

that it tends not to be geminated word-medially. Sometimes

an articulation with the tip of the tongue is heard, which

1. See subsections 5 and 6 above for examples.
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occasionally sounds slightly retracted - but this is not

a regular feature.
With reference to subsection 7:

Section (a) /6/ —> /t/.

Section (b) /t§/is retained on the whole, but there is
increased use of /t3/.

Section (c) The free variation tends to be retained.

Section (d) The free variation tends to be retained.

Section (e) As in the dialect.
Section (f) Generally as in the dialect, as long as the style

remains casual. Otherwise, add /t/ in many cases.

Section (g) Generally as in the dialect, except that word-
medial geminates tend not to be used.

Section (h) /t/ —> /d/.
Section (1) /t/ may be used under the influence of the
definite article, or the preposition to, but not

thou.

Section (3) /t/ —> /t§/.

Section (k) The forms /lat/, /ipoli'(j)ant/, /dzet/, /badt/
(the last with a shortened vowel) are retained.
/krokt/ may become /‘kry:kid/.
/wonst/ —> /wons/.
/Yi§t/ —> /o§t/, or /o§/.

Section (1) Add /t/, although it is subject to elision.
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5.5l /d/

5‘5.1"'.1.

/d/ is a lenis, alveolar plosive which occurs initially,
medially and finally within the word. Initial and final /d/
are subject to devoicing. The position of the lips is
conditioned especially by a following vowel or semi-vowel.

/4/ sometimes occurs when /z/ is to be expected, especially
in rapid speech, and under conditions of weak stress /d/, /z/
and /r/ can be difficult to distinguish. An example of

/d/ in place of expected /z/ is ['woégﬁfﬁ] 'wasn't'.

The distribution of /d/, like that of /t/, is restricted
if viewed comparatively.l This is due to the dialect's use
of initial and medial /dr/ and unaccented /(d)de(r)/, where
RP, and many other varieties of English, use /dr/ and /ds(r)/
respectively. The possibility of treating /dr/ as a unit

phoneme does not arise in the dialect,which has the combination

/% + r/, the latter element being realised as [PJ or [r].

5¢5elte2. Initial /d/:
/dog/ 'dog'; /don/ 'press, urge (a person); /dant/
'a kind of coal dust'; etc.

5¢5e443. In Initial Clusters:

/d/ does not feature very strongly in initial clusters.
/dw/ 1s used, but only in a few words, €.g. /'dwindl/
'dwindle'. /d3/ is rare, the dialect usually having
/ds/.2 RP /dr/ corresponds to /dr/ in the dialect.

ol.

l, Cf. section 3
8.7(a). Similarly /tj/ is rare - cf.

5
2, Cf. section 5
7

050
e
section 5.5.3.7(b)
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/dl/, however, may be used in the dialect in free
variation with /gl/, e.g. /dlas, glas/ 'glass'.
This parallels the occurrence of /t1/ and /k1/ in
free variation.T /d/ in the combination /dl/ is
laterally released.

5.5.4.4. Medial /4/:

/d/ occurs medially between vowels, and in the environ-
ment of consonants. It is sometimes geminated, and

is not audibly released before a following consonant -
nor, generally speaking, before a following semi-vowel
in the next syllable. Examples: /'fraiddir/ 'Friday';
/'koddin/ 'pretending, hoaxing, deliberately misleading';
/'bledde(r)/, /'bladde(r)/ 'bladder' (cf. for some
speakers /'blade(r)/, /'blede(r)/ 'blather, blether');
/'ladde(r)/ 'ladder' (cf. /'lade(r)/ 'lather');
/'bandin/ 'string'; /'midlin/ in the expression

fair to middlin' 'moderately well'; /‘sadnis/
'sadness'y etc.

/dl/ and /gl/ are in free variation:
/'madlin/, /‘mglin/ 'middlin''; /‘widlin/, /'wiglin/

'wiggling's etc.2 The same variation occurs in final
clusters too.

Dialect /dr/ and /(d)de(r)/ correspond to /dr/ and
/da(r)/ respectively in RP and many other accents.

Medial /d/ is prone to elision, as is medial /t/,5
especially after /n/ (as also in final clusters).
Examples: /'enlis/ ‘endless'; /'gronife:de(r)/
'grandfather'; /‘'lanlos(r)d/ 'landlord'; /'wainin/

1. Cf. sections 5.5.3.3. and 5.5.5.3. )
2, Cf. the medial free variation between /t1, k1l/ - sections

505.3.“-0 and 505.501—{—.
3. Cf. subsection 6 below. .
L. Cf. the use of the voiceless dental fricative in correspondence

to /t/ in RP and many other accents - sections 5.5.3.4 and
5¢5¢11 .44,

5. Cf. section 5.5.3.4.

6. See subsection 6 below.
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'winding'; /'frenli/ 'friendly'; /'peneltn/
'Pendleton'; /‘wone(r)d/ ‘wondered';

/'laniroive(r)/ 'Landrover'; /'Oonerin/ 'thundering';
/ione(r)'ston/ 'understand'; etc; and -~ before /n/ -
/'oo(r)nerr/ 'ordinary'; /dint/ 'didn't'; /Sont/
'shouldn't'; ete. /'tilzlv/ 'Tyldesley'.

Assimilation of /n/ to a following bilabial may be
additionally noted: /‘wimblo:in/ 'wind-blown';
/'gromimode(r)/ 'grandmother'; etc.

Preglottalisation of medial /dz, o/ takes the form
of [d2] in words such as /'fiddzit/ 'fidget';
/'baddze(r)/ 'vadger'; /‘'middzit/ 'midget’;
/'§3vdde(r)/ ‘'shoulder'; /'pe:dde(r)/ 'powder'; etc.

5.5:4.5. Final /da/:
/si:d/ 'saw'; /pr'ko:d, e'kod/ 'because'; /so:d/
'so that'; /did/ 'did'; etc.

If /r/ 1is not pronounced, /d/ may occur finally in
words such as /'o:ked/ 'awkward', but such use of /d/ is
considerably restricted in the traditional vernacular of the
Farnworth area due to the occurrence of final /e(r)t/, €.g8.
/'oike(r)t/ 'awkward' .+ |

Pinal /d/ may assimilate to /v/ or /g/ before /p, b, w/
or /k, g/ respectively,2 and is geminated before a homorganic
consonant at the beginning of the next word, and sometimes
before a vowel or hesitation. Before /0, 3/, the suspended
/d/ has a dental articulation. /d/ is not audibly released

before a following consonant, nor - generally speaking -~ before

l. See subsections 5 and 6 of section 5.5.3. for further

examples.
2. Likewise final /t/, section 5.5.3.5.
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a following semi-vowel. Sometimes there is no audible release
before a pause. Otherwise, when released, final /d/ is
usually devoiced, and a very slight delay in the release is
sometimes suggestive of a trace of glottal constriction.
Final /a/ is fully voiced when the release is accompanied by
a parasitic schwa: ['entigo:d®] 'anyroad, anyhow'; [jedhg]
'head'. The release of a final /d/ may be accompanied by a
degree of aspiration or affrication.

Final /4/ is subject to devoicing, or may become
/t/, under the influence of the preposition to, the definite
article, and the second person singular interrogative of modal

or auxiliary verbs. This matter is treated in the discussion

of final /t/.l

5¢5.e6e In Final Clusters:

/d/ occurs in the final clusters: /vd, dz, gd, dzd,
md, nd, 14, vd, 44, zd, ngd, dst, ndz, ndzd, nzd,

1dz, 1dzd, 1lmd, 1vd/. Of these, /md, nd, 14/ are
restricted because of the tendency to use /mt, nt, 1t/
respectively.2 Furthermore, in the case of /1d/,

the dialect does not always have the /1/ which would
be present in many other accents of English: /bavd/

'vold'; /favt/ 'Fold'; etc.

Examples: /robd/ 'rubbed'; /sodz/ 'suds'; /bagd/
'vagged'; /dzodzd/ 'judged'; /ti:md/ 'teemed, poured';
/i:nd/ 'end'; /swild/ 'swilled'; /lovd/ 'loved';
/sY:18d/ 'soothed'; /plezd/ 'pleased'; /bangd/
'panged'; /midst/ 'midst'; /i:ndz/ ‘ends': /indzd/

1. See section 5.

5.3.5., for details.
2. See section 5.5.3.6.

for examples.
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'hinged'; /tlenzd/ 'cleansed'; /fisldz/ 'fields';
/boldzd/ 'bulged'; /filmd/ 'filmed'; /solvd/
'solved'; etc.

/dzd/ corresponds to the RP cluster /3d/.

Final /dn/ occurs widely, and the /d/ is nasally
released [55%], except in the words /‘ge:(r)din/
'garden' and /'‘mdin/ 'midden', and /'be(r)ndin,
've:(r)nden/ 'Burnden'. In the combination /d1/,
the /d/ is laterally released, [éS%].

Final /dl/ and /gl/ are in free variation:t /'snndl,
'snogl/ 'snuggle'; /spred '1:dl/ 'Spread Eagle';
/'riglz/ ‘riddles'; etc.

/d/ can occasionally appear in final clusters when
there is glottal constriction, e.g. [me%dz] "mills'.2

/d/ in final clusters may be devoiced, or may become
/t/ under the influence of the preposition to, the definite

article, and the second person singular interrogative of modal

or auxiliary verbs.3

Negative forms of the modal and auxiliary verbs occur
both with and without a /d/ in the final cluster: /'kodnt,
kont/ 'couldn't'; /'adnt, ant/ 'hadn't'; etc.

/d/, like /t/, is often elided in final clusters.t

Examples: /ston 1t/ 'stand in the'; /3ynz/ 'hounds';

/'6e:zenz/ 'thousands'; /wont/ 'wouldn't'; /dwnt/

'didn't'; /kont/ 'couldn't'; /fielz/ 'fields'; etc.

Again, a preceding /n/ appears to be the most

influential factor in the environment.

1. Cf. the free variation between /d1/ and /gl/ medially
(subsection i) and initially (subsection 3) above; and further,
the free variation between /k1/ and /t1/ - sections 5.5.5. and
5¢5e3

2. Cf. the occurrence of /t/ in final clusters, section 5.5.3.6,

3. Cf. section 5.5.3.6, and similarly section 5.5.3.5.

L. See section 5.5.35.
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5:5.4.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) The dialect uses /dr/ initially and medially in
correspondence to RP /dr/, and unaccented /(d)de(r)/ in
correspondence to RP /ds(r)/. There is therefore no
possibility of a unit phoneme /dr/ in the dialect.

(b) Dialect /d3/ corresponds to the RP initial
cluster /dj/.

(¢) /d1/ and /gl/, which are in free variation in
the dialect, correspond word-initially to RP /gl/.

(d) /d1/ and /gl/ are in free variation in the
dialect medially and finally, and correspond to both RP
/d1/ and /gl/.

(e) Some instances of the elision of /d/ medially
and in final clusters are more typical of the dialect than
of RP. Examples: /'Oone(r)/ 'thunder'; /ston 1t/ 'stand
in the'y etec.

(f) The traditional dialect often has /t/ in final
clusters after /m, n, 1, e(r)/ in correspondence to RP /d/.

(g) /4/ finally, or in final clusters, is subject
to devoicing, or may become /t/ under the influence of the
definite article, the preposition to, or the second person
singular interrogative of modal or auxiliary verbs.

(h) Dialect /d/ occurs in: /bi‘ko:d, e'ko:d/
'because'; /so:d/ 'so that', and in various preterites and

past participles which are weak: /si:d/ 'saw, seen';

/ero:d/ 'grew, growm'; etc.

(1) /4/ is not present in the preterites and past
participles: /bon/ 'bound'; /fon/ 'found'; /won/ 'wound'

nor in /baigay/ 'by God!'.
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5.54.8., Modification:

Phonetically /d/ remains the same, apart from a
reduction in the number of medial geminates.
With reference to subsection 7:
Section (a) for/ —> Jar/; /(d)de(r)/ —> /de(r)/.
Section (b) /dz/ is retained on the whole, but there is
increased use of /dj/.
Section (c¢c) The free variation tends to be retained.
Section (d) The free variation tends to be retained.

Section (e) /d/ is added to forms such as /'6one(r)/ 'thunder';
/'wone(r)/ 'wonder'; etc. However, in some other
forms /d/ remains prone to elision, as in RP.

Section (f) /t/ —> /d/.

Section (g) /t/ may be retained under the influence of the
definite article or to, but not of thou.

Section (h) /d4/ —> /z/ in because and so _that.
/d4/ may be retained in some weak past forms.

Section (i) /on/ —> /eind/ (= still broad)
—> /3rnd/ (= modified).

5.545. e/

50505010
/k/ is a fortis velar plosive which occurs initially,

medially and finally within the word.

5.5.5.2. Initial /x/:
The 1lip position is influenced by the following

vowel. Also, there are front, central and back variants

of /k/ which are determined by the front, central and back
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positions respectively of the following vowels. Of these
variants, the back variant is rather distinctive, and I have
quite often been induced to transcribe a uvular stop [gq]
before /o/ and - to a lesser extent - /o:/. The variant
[a] has a parallel variant [G] under the phoneme /g/,1 but
thé fortis uvular stop is the'more common of the two.
Accented initial /k/ is aspirated, [k¢] and sometimes [kh].
[q] is not noticeably aspirated. Examples:
| [gti'ph] 'keep'; [k‘ezk‘] 'keck = turn

up (of a cart)'; [koimz] 'combs';

[agm] 'come'; [ayt] 'cut'; [qgo:t]

'cote'; etc. '

Initial /k/ is only slightly aspirated in a word such as

construction, as the main word stress does not fall on the

first syllable.

5¢5¢3. In Initial Clusters:

The lip position is determined by a following vowel
or semi-vowel. /k/ may be front before /1/, and the clusters
/t1/ and /k1/ are in free variation.2 There is a parallel
case of free variation between /gl/ and /dl/.3 /%x/ is
relatively unaspirated when it follows /s/. /k/ occurs in
the initial clusters /kl, kr, kj, kw, sk, skr, skj, skw/.
For /skl/, see section 5.5.19.3. Examples:

/klen/ 'die of hunger'; /kri:p/ 'creep'; /kjY:t/
'cute'; /xwe:(r)/ 'queer'; /skraik/ 'weep';
/'skiviwe(r)/ 'skewer'; /skwei§/ 'squash'; etc.

l. Cf. section 5.5.6.1, 2.
2., Cf. section 5.5.4.3.
3., Cf. sections 5.5.6.3. and 5.5.4.3.
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5.5.5.4. Medial /k/:

Previous observations concerning the lip position,
aspiration, front-back articulation, and /k/ in clusters
apply to medial /k/ too. Medial /k/ between vowels is
often geminated. /k/ is not audibly released, [k2],
before a syllable commencing with a consonant. Examples:

/'wekkin/ ‘'working'; /'wikkend/ 'week-end';

/'1lokkiy/ 'lucky'; /‘'sekkel/ 'circle'; /'tekki/

"turkey'; /‘'skraikin/ 'crying'; /'6inkin/ thinking;

/'bolkl/ 'bulky'; ['loiqu¥z] 'locals'; etc.

Example of /tl, k1/ in free variation: /'ratlif,
'raklif/ 'Radcliffe'. The variation between /k1/ and /t1/
in final clusters, below, may also be construed as occurring
"medially" in a sense, in that /e/, /o/ may be interposed
between /k/ and /1/; more obviously medial occurrences of
/k1/ in free variation with /t1/ are: /'manklipi:s/
'mantlepiece'; /'dzenk(e)lr/ 'gently'; /'pitlin/ 'picklipg';

ete,

5.5.5.5. PFinal /k/:

/kek/ "turn up (of a cart)'; /skrark/ 'weep';
/boik/ 'baulk'; etc.

Variants:

(a) [k2): before a word beginning with a consonant,
including the semi-vowels. A common variant, with
no audible release. It may also occur before a
pause, or even - occasionally - a vowel.
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(b) [x*],[X]: Some speakers use more affricated or
fricative variants than others. They
are, however, not a strong feature of the
dialect. Examples: [wo:gk] 'walk';
[féggﬁk] "track'; [1a'2®] 'like';
[12°2X] '"like'; [Joﬁx] 'rock's etc.

() [x]

(a) ([x],[a): [q] occurs after /o/, /o/, and to a lesser
extent /o:/, /o:/, and a following back
vowel at the beginning of the next word
constitutes an appropriate environment,
when supplementary to the first consideration.
Examples: [p‘lu?g‘] 'pluck’; [doék]
'dock'; ['dod?ﬁé%]"dock and';
[luq,'gfg%t] 'luck happened'; etc.

(e) [k‘],[kh]: Aspiration of final plosives is common,

and is occasionally heavy, e.g. [bak™]
'back'.
(r) [fk‘]: Preglottalised and released with aspiration,

or sometimes affrication. Very common variant,
e.g. [1v:%k¢] 'look'.
~

(g) [k’]: A genuinely ejective release of /k/ is
not unusual, e.g. [wik’] 'week'.

(h) Geminated: ¥Final /k/ geminates readily before a hesitation
or a word beginning with a vowel, or /k, g/,
e.g. /e wik ke 'fraiddi/ 'a week on Friday'.
The phonetic form of the geminate is
[1®%e].

(1) [x]: Before a word beginning with a front vowel.

5¢5¢5+:6+ In Final Clusters:

/k/ occurs in the final clusters: /kt, ks, nk, 1k, sk,
kts, kst, ks6, nkt, nkO, nks, 1kt, lks, skt, sks/. With
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regard to /nk6/, length and strength are often pronounced
with /n8/.  /kts/ is usually realised as /ks/ in running
speech. /sks/ may be realised as such, or as [s:].

Examples:
/1vkt/ 'veat'; /siks/ 'six'; /sink/ 'sink'; /mlk/
'milk'; /risk/ ‘'risk'; /akts/ 'acts'; /akst/
'asked'; /siks®/ 'sixth'; /winkt/ ‘'winked';
/lenk®/ 'length'; /tanks/ 'tanks'; /milkt/ 'milked’';
/stlks/ 'silks'; /riskt/ 'risked'; /wisks/
'whisks'y etc.

Final /t1/ and /k1/, the latter sometimes containing

a vowel, are in free variation:

/'bokl/ 'bottle'; /'seklz/ 'Settles'; /'Sokl/
'shuttle'; /‘rakl/ 'rattle'; /'1ikl/ 'little';
/‘fekl/ 'fettle, repair'; /'6rokl/ 'throttle';
/'kl/ 'it will'; etc. /‘atl/ 'hackle'; etc.

Similarly, final /d1/ and /gl/ are in free variation.

5¢5¢5.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) Contrast the position of /k/ in dialect /aks/

'ask', /akst/ 'asked'.
(b) Corresponding to RP /g/: /‘alike(r)/ 'alegar,

vinegar'.

(¢) The dialect does not use /k/ in /we:irt§/ 'ache';
/‘blegbri/ 'blackberry'; /'blegbe(r)n/ 'Blackburn’'.

(d) Dialect /t1/ or /k1/ corresponds medially and

finally to RP /t1/ and RP /k1/.°

l. Cf. section 5.5.6.
2. Cf., section 5.5.5.

6.
7(f).
3. Cf. subsections a

nd 6 above.,
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(e) Dialect /t1/ or /kx1/ corresponds initially to
RP /k1/.t
(f) On the distribution of allophones, note dialect
[q], and the greater range of final variants.
| (g) In the dialect, length and strength more often
have /n8/ - cf. RP /nk8, n8, no/.

5¢5¢5.8. Modification:

Use of [q] is diminished, especially if a speaker uses a
more centralised form of /o/. Medial geminates are less
frequent. With regard to subsection 7, the free variation
in the use of /tl, kl/ described in (d) and (e) is often
retained; /aks/ —> /ask/; /‘alike(r)/ is not used in
modified speech, nor is /we:(r)t$/; /g/ —> /k/ in blackberry

and Blackburn.

5.5.6. /e/

505.6.10
/g/ is a lenis velar plosive, which occurs initially,

medially and finally within the word. /g/ is subject to
initial and final devoicing. As with /k/, the lip position
for /g/ is conditioned particularly by a following vowel or
semi—vowel.3 Similarly, a following vowel conditions the

front, central or back quality of /g;'/,l1L and there is an

l. Cf. subsection 3 above.

2. Cf. subsections 2, 4 and 5 above.
30 Cf. Sections 5050502 - )J»o

L, Cf. sections 5.5.5.2. and L.
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allophone [G], which is parallel in its form and distribution
to the [q] allophone of /k/,1 although the latter seems to

occur with greater frequency.

5¢5.6.2, Initial /g/:

[5]: before a front vowel or /j/.2

[g]: before a vowel in the mid region.

(gl,[c]: T©before a back vowel. Examples: [go:]
'go'; [Gom] 'gum'.

Examples of initial /g/:
/'gwnl/ ‘entry, alley'; /gob/ 'mouth';
/'gobin/ 'fool'; /go:p/ 'stare';
/igoikin/ 'idiot'; etc.

5¢5.6.3., In Initial Clusters:

/g1, gr/. /gw/ is not an initial combination in the
dialect, unless resort is had to names of
Welsh origin.3 /gi/ is marginal.u Examples:
/tgline(r)/ 'glimmer'; /glad/ 'glad';
/greit/ 'great'; /gre:/ 'grey'; etc.
Initial /gl/ and /dl/ are in free variation.5
/g/ is realised as [g] in the cluster /gl/.

The situation is exactly parallel to that of
initial /k1/ and /t1/ which occur in free

variation.

l. Cf. sections 5.5.5.2, L and 6.
2., Cf. section 5.5.22.3(e).

3+ Cf. section 5.5.20.3.

L. Cf. section 5.5.22.3(6)

5. Cf. section 5.5.4.3.

6. Cf. section 5¢54543
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5.5.64. Medial /g/:

The general pattern of variants follows that given
in subsections 1, 2 and 3 above. /g/ is not audibly released,
i.e. [g2] when the next syllable begins with a consonant,
e.g. ['blaglby’n] 'Blackburn'. MNedial /g/ may be geminated.
Examples: '

/'finge(r)/ 'finger'; /‘bange(r)/ 'banger';

. /r1eg'zaklly/ 'exactly'; /‘cgzam/ 'exam';
/‘wogdin/ 'Walkden'; /'blagbe(r)n/ 'Blackburn';
/'blagbri/ 'blackberry'; /‘'dzoggin/ 'jogging';
/‘'sogge(r)/ 'a large, heavy person/thing (e.g.

a blow)'; /‘poggin/ 'raiding, stealing'; etc.

Medial /g(0)1l/ occurs in free variation with /dl/, as
also in final clusters.l This 1is parallel to occurrences of
/k1/ and /t1/ in free variation.2 Examples:

/'peEngolibert/ 'Pendlebury'; and - word-medial
as far as the /g/ is concerned - /'spingol/ 'spindle’;
/'widlin/ 'wiggling'; etc.

5‘o5o6o5o Final ‘E:z .

/dog/ 'dog'; /e:g/ ‘hake'; /pirg/ 'pig'; etc.

The most common final variant is [g] if a word is
pronounced in isolation. [g2] occurs before a word beginning
with a consonant, and sometimes before a pause. Final /g/
may geminate before a hesitation, or a word beginning with a

vowel or /k, g/. [5] may occur before a word beginning with

l. Cf. subsection 6 below.
2. Cf. sections 5.5.5.4. and 6. above.
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a front vowel. [g], or even [G], occurs after a back vowel.
[éx]: an affricated variant occurs sometimes, more so with
somé speakers than others. There is sometimes a perceptible
slight delay in the release of final /g/: this seems to be
due to a slight suggestion of glottal constriction preceding
the release of the plosive. Final /g/ is also sometimes
released with a rather lax kind of aspiration. Sometimes a

trace of a parasitic schwa accompanies the release.

5e5e6e64 In Final Clusters:

/ng, ed, gz, ngz/. Examples: /ring/ 'ring';
/gangd/ 'ganged'; /singz/ 'sings'; /dogz/ 'dogs';
etc.

®inal /dl1/ and /gl/ are in free variation,l although
/dl/ is the more common. Examples: /'bonglz/ ‘'bundles';
/'riglz/ 'riddles'; /‘'ongl/ 'handle'; /'gidl/
tgiggle'; etc.

5¢5.6.7« Comparative Distribution:

(a) Dialect /ng/ corresponds to RP /y/ and /ng/ in

word-medial position in the word stock common to the two

varieties.
() Dialect /n/2 or /ng/ corresponds to RP /n/ in

word-final position: /sing/ 'sing'; /'singwn/ 'singing'; etc.
Final dialect /n/ - chiefly in present participles - corres-

ponds to N3 /ng/ or /n/.

1. Cf. sections 5.5.4.6. and 5.5.5.6.
2., Cf. section 5.5.18.
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(c) Initial dialect /gl/ or /dl/ corresponds to
RP /g1/.%

(d) Medial and final dialect /dl/ or /gl/ corresponds

to RP /d1/ and RP /gl/.°

(e) Re the distribution of allophones, note the

existence of [G] and the range of final variants.-

(f) Dialect /g/ corresponds to RP /k/ in: /'wogdin/

'Walkden'; /‘blagbe(r)n/ 'Blackburn';
/e:g/ ‘'‘hake'.

5eHebe8es Modification:

/'blagbri/ 'blackberry';

Uses of [G], and of medial geminates, are less common.

With reference to subsection 7 above,

Section (a) /ng/ is retained.

Section (b) /ng/ is retained; /n/ is retained, or

—> /ng/ .4
Sections (c¢), (d) The free variation between /gl/ and

/d1/ is largely retained.

50507.

Section (f) /&/ —> /k/.

JAIV4

5¢5.7.1,

/t§/ is a fortis, palato-alveolar affricate which

occurs initially, medially and finally within the word. [t§]

is occasionally encountered where /s/ would be expected, e.g.

1-
2.
30
L".

ctf.
Cct.
Ccr.
See

subsection 3 above.

subsections 4 and 6 above.
subsections 1, 2, 4 and 5 above.
further secction 5.5.18.8.
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['tSWeltn] 'swelling'. However, speakers reject such forms

when confronted with them, and they would appear to be deviant
whether due to age, false teeth, or whatever, is difficult to

say.1

5050702. Initial /t&/:

/t§ok/ 'chuck, throw'; /tfoft/ 'chuffed, proud, pleased';
/t§elp/ 'talk' (perjorative); /‘t§ampjen/ 'champion, fine,
marvellous'; /t§ap/ 'chap'; /‘'tfareibangz/ 'char-a-bancs';

etc.

50507'30 In Initial Clusters:

None.

5¢5.7e4e Nedial /t§/:

Medial /t§/ is usually strongly preglottalised. The glottal
stricture takes the form of [t2]. The release of the /t§/

is thus delayed, Jjust as the release of fortis stop consonants
is delayed when they are geminated in word-medial position:
['fg'afsESQn] 'fortune'; ['bofS}Se] "butcher'; ['#F° tfs
'mitYe] 'Halshaw Moor'; ['t{515tz]"itches'; [tw \}Set‘]
'wet-shod'; ['bJan,‘}Stz] 'branches'; etc.

5¢5¢7.5. Final /t$/:

/si:t§/ 'seek, look for'; /slot§/ '(slush, sludge), mud';
/vez: (r)t5/ (if /r/ is not pronounced) 'ache'% etc. Final
/t§/ is also usually preglottalised: ['Jgdt‘}S] 'radish';

l. See further section 5.5.15.,
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50507.70
(a)

(®)

(c)

Lav.

”
['keabr?t§] 'cabbage'; [‘'aobi5E§] 'rubbish';

['p‘OJIT}S] 'porridge'; etc.

In Final Clusters:

/vy 1/ and /n/ may precede /t§/ in final clusters.
Examples: /we:(r)t§/ (if /r/ is pronounced)
'ache'; /kat§t/ 'caught'; /belt§t/ 'belched';
/wmint§t/ 'winched'; etc. /t§/ in final clusters
may also be preglottalised: [be%%;;] 'vbelch';
[wen:3}S] 'wench' (note the lengthening of /n/).

Comparative Distribution:

/t + j/ does not normally occur in the dialect,
and words such as fortune are usually pronounced

with /t$/.

Gimson notes that '"some speakers'" omit the stop
element in the cluster /nts/.l The dialect of

Farnworth and district always retains it.2

In words of French origin, which are recent loans,
the dialect uses /t§/ rather than /§/. There is
a parallel phenomenon in the case of /ds/.3
Examples: /d3rt§/ 'douche'; /'tS§areibangz/
'char-3-bancs'; /'tatfeikets/ 'attaché case'.

Corresponding to RP /§/. See also the words in
subsection (c). /‘'radit§/ 'radish'; /‘robit§/
'rubbish'; /'alt§r mya(r)/ 'Halshaw Moor'; and
perhaps /slot§/ 'mud', cf. RP slush.

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 176).
2. Cf., however, Hargreaves (1904: 71, section 80).
3. Cf. section 5.5.8.7(b).



L28.

(e) Corresponding to RP /dz/: /'porit§/ 'porridge';
/'kabit§/ 'cabbage'; and perhaps /slot§/ 'mud’',

cf. RP sludge.

(£) Corresponding to RP /k/: /siit$/ 'seek, look
for'; /we:(r)t$/ 'ache', cf. RP work .t

505.708. lodification:

The phonetic quality of /t§/ remains the same,
including its tendency to be preglottalised in medial and
final positions. In section 7, the status of /t§/ in
subsections (a), (b) and (c) remains the same; in sub-
sections (d), (e) and (f), /t$/ is replaced by /§/, /43/,
/k/, as appropriate, except in the word slutch, which

remains extremely common, and in the word warche, which is

not used in modified speech.

5¢5.8, [4z2/

5¢5.8.1.

/dz/ is a lenis, palato-alveolar affricate, which
occurs initially, medially and finally within the word.

Initial and final /4d3/ are subject to devoicing.

5.5.8.2. Initial /dz/:

/dzed/ 'dead'; /dzed/ ‘'death'; /dzer/ 'deaf';2
/'dzyorin/ 'during'; /‘dzviti/ 'duty'; /‘dzige(r)/

1. Cf. Hargreaves (190:: 73).
2. The forms /disd/, /dre06/ and /dref/ are perhaps the most

common. /djed/, /dje6/ and /djef/ also occur.
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'Sigper = extra bus running between two scheduled

buses'; /'dzdnek/ 'jannock = fair'; /‘'dzose(r)/
'josser'.

5¢5¢8.3, In Initial Clusters:

None.

5¢5e8ete Medial /dz/:

Usually preceded by very slight glottal stricture,
[2]’which would generally appear to be of a [d2]-
quality: ['mv " d3vz] 'midges'; ['ba _dz3:z]
'badgers'; etc. ‘ '

Further: /‘presiwidziz/ 'Prestwich's'; /'indzen/
'engine'; /‘spadze(r)/ 'sparrow'; /e'dzent/ 'against
the'; etc.

5¢5.8¢.5. PFinal /dz/:

/'noridz/ 'Norwich'; /be:ds/ 'beige'; /'kamoifle:d3/
'camouflage'; /'garidz/ 'garage'; /‘meridz/ 'mirage';
/'oridz/ ‘'Horwich'; /‘'ske:(r)mdz/ 'skirmish'; etc.

Final /dz/ may be very slightly preglottalised. The
greater the degree of glottal stricture, the greater
the degree of devoicing.

5¢5¢8.6. In Final Clusters:

/r, n, 1/ may precede /d3z/: /t§ee:(r)dz/ 'charge',
with the /r/ pronounced; /t§e:ndz/ ‘'change';
/in'doldz/ 'indulge'; /dindzd/ 'dinted, dented’ etc.

5¢5.8.7. Compnarative Distribution:

(a) Except when unstressed with a following /e/ or /o/,
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e.g. /1indi'vidjel/ 'individual', and except in
/djed/, /dje8/ and /djef/,1 /4 + j/ is unusual
in the dialect which normally has /dz/, e.g.
/'dajyitiv/ 'duty', more often /‘dzv:ti/.

(v) In words of French origin, which are comparatively
recent loans, /dz/ occurs finally. Final /3/,
used by some RP speakers and educated speakers,
is impossible.2 /'garids/ 'garage'; /‘merid3s/
'mirage'; /be:dz/ 'beige'; /'‘kamoflerdz/
'camouflage’. '

(e¢) Corresponding to RP /t§/ in some names ending
in -wich: /'oridz/ 'Horwich'; /‘noridz/
'"Norwich'; /‘presiwidziz/ 'Prestwich's'.

(d) Corresponding to RP /d/: /dzed/ 'dead'; /dzef/
'deaf'; /dze0/ 'death'.

(e) Note also: /'ske:(r)mid3/ ‘skirmish', corres-

ponding to RP /§/; /e'dzen/ '‘against', corres-
ponding to RP /g/.

5¢5.8.8. Modification:

Phonetically, /dz/ remains the same. In subsection
7, words in subsections (c), (d) and (e) take the same
phonemes as in RP. Vords in subsection (b) retain /dz/.
In respect of subsection (a), /d3/ remains prevalent in

words such as duty, but /d + 3/ can occur in modified speech.

1. Cf. section 2 above, including the footnote.

2, Cf. section 5.5.7.7(c). Strang (197L: 29) feels that
/Vemrais/ is gaining ground, and that /‘gerids/ is
increasingly non-standard.
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5.5.9. @Z

5.549.1.

/f/ is a fortis, labio-dental fricative which

occurs initially, medially and finally within the word.

5¢5¢9¢.2. Initial /f/:

/fex/ 'ugly, foul'; /fio(r)t/ ‘afraid'; /'fetl,
fekl/ 'fettle, condition (n); repair (v)';
/fo:k/ 'folk, people'; etc. :

5¢5¢9¢3. In Initial Clusters:

/f1/, /fr/, /£3/, and perhaps /sf/. Examples:

/fly:/ 'influenza'; /flagz/ 'paving stones';
/flomokst/ 'flummoxed, bothered, worried'; /‘fri:tn/
'frighten'; /fjvd/ '"fuel'; etc. On the possibilities
of /sf/, see section 5.5.13.3.

5¢5¢9.4. Medial /f/:
/'‘nefjyi/ 'nephew'; /ri'fjviz/ 'refuse'; /'kavfin/
'coughing'; /‘'tavfi/ 'toffee'; /'t§iifli/ 'chiefly';
/'do:fe(r)/ 'doffer'; /‘svfen/ 'Westhoughton'} etc.

5¢5¢9.5. Final /f/:
/dsyf/ ‘'dough'; /tayf/ 'tough'; /ksyf/ 'cough';
/13yf/ 'laugh'; /o:f/ 'off'; /do:f/ 'doff'; etc.
/f/ can result from the assimilation of final /v/
to a following fortis consonant.r  Final /f/ may
be geminated before a hesitation.

1., See section 5.5.10.5.
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5¢5¢9.6. In Final Clusters:

/1f, ft, 0, fs, 1fs, £(t)s, £Os/. Examples:
/rYifs/ 'roofs'; /£1£0/ 'fifth'; /aft/ 'haft,
handle'; /'avfn/ 'Westhoughton'; /golf/ 'golf';
/twel(t)(f£)e/ 'twelfth'; /afts/ 'hafts, handles',
but /fts/ is usually /fs/, especially in running
speech; /golfs/ 'gulfs'; /twelfOs/ ‘twelfths';
etc. /f/ is not always present in final clusters
before /08/: [fl%?s, f18:s] 'fifths"'; [t‘wg&ﬁ?bs]
'twelfths'.

5¢549.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Possible omission of /f/ before /6/, as explained
in subsection 6.

The dialect has /f/ in /dsyf/ 'dough' and /'3¥fn/
'Westhoughton'.

The dialect does not have /f/ in: /‘ankitfe/
'handkerchief'; /mi'sel/ 'myself', and likewise
in thisel', 'issel', 'ersel', itsel'; /‘be:lr/
'"pailiff'; /ibom'be:liz/ 'bum-bailiffs'.

Dialect /fs/ in /y:fs/ ‘'hoofs, hooves' sometimes
contrasts with /vz/ in RP.

5¢5¢9.8. Modification:

Phonetically speaking, there is no perceptible

modification of /f/. Distributionally, /f/ disappears

from the words in subsection (b) of the preceding section,

and is introduced into those words in subsection (c).
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5.5.10. [/

5¢5.10.1.

/v/ is a lenis labio-dental fricative which occurs
initially, medially and finally within the word. /v/ is

subject to devoicing in initial and final positions.

5¢5010.2. Initial /v/:

/'vei(r)mo(r)/ 'very near, nearly'; /vekst/
'vexed'; /‘vari/ 'very'; etc.

H5¢5el0e3e In Initial Clusters:

/vi/ only, e.g. /viv:/ ‘view'.

5.5.10.4. Medial /v/:

/'rive(r)/ 'river'; /‘mive(r)/ 'never'; /se'via(r)/
'severe'; /'weive(r)/ 'weaver'; etc.

5¢5.10.5. Final /v/:

/oiv, e:v, &:v/ 'half'; /ko:iv/ 'calf'; /iv/ 'if';
/lev/ 'leave'; etc. ' : : -

/v/ before fortis consonants can assimilate to /f/,1
but is more often realised as [y]. These two general
observations apart, the word if 1s sometimes pronounced
/1f/ in any environment. Similarly, the words for
half can all appear with /f£/, i.e. /o:f, e:f, &=:f/,
although these forms are less usual than those with
/v/. Final /v/ may be geminated before a hesitation.

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 182).
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5¢5¢10.6. In Final Clusters:

/1v, vd, vz, 1lvd, lvz/. Examples: /dovz/ 'doves';
/'iivnz/ ‘evens'; /lwvd/ ‘lived'; /'Sovl/ 'shovel!';
/'levld/ 'levelled'; /solvd/ 'solved'; /dv'zolvg/

'dissolves'; etc. /o/ or /e/ may occur
between /v/ and /1/.

5¢5¢10.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) /v/ is present in dialect /o:v, e:v, =:v/ 'half',
/ko:v/ 'ecalf'; /iv/ 'if'. It corresponds to RP /f/.

() /v/ is not present in the following dialect forms:
/e/ 'of';1 /a, =/ 'have';2 /e (r), e€:(r)/ 'ever';
/gv/ ‘give';? /gv, gin, gid, gan/ 'gave, given';
/Yin/ 'oven'; /oo(r)/ ‘over'; /re=:(r), nc:i(r)/
'never'; /e:(r)'sel/ ‘ourselves'; /jé?gel/ 'your-—
selves'; /6%?381/ 'themselves'. Note also the
following forms of the reflexive which appear to be
intermediate between the dialectal forms Jjust given,
and more modified forms ending in —/sslvz/ /BYSfSCIZ/

'ourselves'; /je selz/ 'yourselves'; /66 sslz/
'themselves'

H5e¢Hel0.8., Modification:

Phonetically there is no discernible modification of
/v/ In the words in subsection 7, /v/ —> /f/ in subsection
(a), except in the case of if; /v/ is introduced into the
words in subsection (b), but not in the case of of on many
occasions, and not always in the case of over, or even never

and ever, which are very common words.

1. /v/ _often occurs before a vowel but is by no means compulsay,
€efe [wun ® &£:J3z] 'one of ours'.

Ve are not dealing here with the elision of /v/, when the
word 1is unaccented, aifdescribed gor RP by Gimson (1974: 182).
In the dialect, the infinitive a pres ent rt{iciple
without v whén stressed, €.g. a-mon PT t mﬁst %§¥e°§%vr

. 66 sectlon writ
angastyeg, (1900 cer eoqiind, ol mites e / gpv geeure

2.

espec in o e
hg case 1n Farnw 2R, hxamp es' Fglgtg}ﬁ fge 1 vgoit'

gé€'oz)] 'give us (= me
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5.5.11. /6/

5¢5611.1.

/9/ is a fortis dental fricative which occurs initially,
medially and finally within the word. It is usually realised
as [06], but sometimes variants such as [£B], [£e], [ﬁé], (%]
and [t] are found., INone of these is environmentally
conditioned, and they occur interchangeably, although /8/, /o/
may present difficulties of articulation, more so in some
contexts than others,l or perhaps -~ one might add - to older
speakers. The pronunciation of these sounds could well be
affected by false teeth. Although Farnworth /9/ is used
extensively in correspondence to /t/ in many other varieties
of English (/Oram/ 'tranm'; /sOrok/ ‘struck'; /'made(r)/
'matter'; /‘'betbe(r)/ ‘'better's etc.), I can see no case for
treating variants such as [%] as realisations of a /t/
phoneme (on those occasions when they are used where [6] is
normal): the regular variant is without doubt [6], and
informants state that the sound is "not 't'" but nrgpte,2
Thus, a word such as tree 1s phonemicised /Ori:/ - there are
no systematic distinctions whatsoever between pronunciations
of tree and three.

The distinction /0/ £ /O/ carries a very low functional

load in RP and many other varleties of English. In the

dialect of Farnworth and district, however, the functional

load of this distinction is much heavier. Examples:

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 184).
2. Cf. Hargreaves (1904, 5f, 67-9), who distinguishes [t],

£P], [P) and [d]' (@]. [6]; cf. also SieB (1929: 129).,
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'trip' /6rip/ £ /érip/ ‘'drip!
'try' /Orev/ # /orev/ 'dry!
'train' /fOre:n/ £ /dre:n/ ‘'drain'
'thigh' /6av/ £ /dai/ 'thy' (stressed)
'thrill' /oml/ #£ /bérl/ 'drill'
'matter' /'maBe(r)/ # /'made(r)/ 'Mather'
etc.
The lip position is influencelby a following or preceding

vowel.

505011.2. Initial /9/:

[6] Examples: /6ai/ 'thigh'; /Gonk/ 'think' (joc.);
/8in/ 'thin'; /6ink on/ 'think on, remember';

etc.

5¢5.11¢3. In Initial Clusters:

/8/ occurs in the initial clusters /6r/, /6w/ and /sOr/.
/6r/ is used much more than in RP, whilst of course /s9r/ is
not used at all in the Standard language. /03/ does not
appear to be used in the dialect. Examples:
/éwm:(r)t/ "thwart'; /Orim/ 'trim'; /'Oravel/
'travel'; /Ori:/ 'tree; three'; /Orot§/ ‘'push';
/Orak/ ‘'track'; /Bre:d/ 'trade'; /Oram/ 'tran';
/6ro:/ 'throw; delay'; /Orep/ 'argue, contradict';
/sOraird/ 'stride'; /§9rong/ 'strong'; /sOreng/
'string'; /sOreivt/ 'straight'; /‘sOretfe(r)/

'stretcher'; etc.

5¢5.11.4., Medial;/e/:l

/6/ occurs medially between vowels, and in the environ-
ment of consonants. In addition to occurring as in RP,

1. The description of medial /®/ closely parallels that of
medial /6/. See se¢tion 5.5.12.4. for details,
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medial /6/ occurs in the clusters /Or/ and /s6r/, whilst
dialect medial /(t)6e(r)/ corresponds to RP /to(r)/. The
only exceptions are grammatically defined,l being the
comparative forms of a number of adjectives: /'li:te(r)/
'lighter'; /'bri:te(r)/ 'brighter's etc. Contrast,
however, /'swi:tOe(r)/ 'sweeter'; /‘fe:sfe(r)/ 'faster';
etc. Note also /'betBe(r)/. 'better', although this is, of
course, an irregular comparative. It is probably not widely
known that /0/ may correspond to the /t/ of RP and other
varieties of English before unaccented /i1k/: /'ple:soik/
'plastic'; /'me:sOi1k/ 'mastic'. Some speakers use /t/,

however. Ixamples of medial /0/:

/'fes0e(r)/ 'fester'; /'sisfe(r)/ 'sister';
/'mosOe(r)t/ 'mustard'; /'kloBe(r)/ 'fall';
/'k1la0e(r)/ 'hit'; /‘madSe(r)/ 'matter';
/'se0e(r)ar/ 'Saturday'; /'goferin/ 'gutters';
/‘skafe(r)/ 'scatter'; /'viOrel/ 'vitriol';
/'3Je0e(r)/ 'dragonfly'; /'we:fe(r)/ 'water';
/'krei0e(r)/ 'crecature'; /‘kwatfe(r)/ 'quarter';
/'betoe(r)/ 'vetter'; /'davtOe(r)/ 'daughter';
/'votle(r)/ 'butter'; /'o:t0e(r)/ ‘'alter';
/'dokoe(r)/ 'doctor'; /‘'konOri/ 'country';
/'1s0ri/ 'history'; /'nosOrilz/ 'nostrils’';
/e'Orakird/ 'attracted'; /'jongsGe(r)/ 'youngster';
/ek'sOriim/ 'extreme'; /'plmisOik/ 'plastic';
/'meisO1k/ 'mastic'; etc.

Occasionally, /t/ 1s optional before /6/, e.g. /‘'kre:(t)6e(r)/

2
‘creature’'.

1. This illustrates the point that the preparation of linguistic
descriptions is not a purely linear process - cf. Pike

(1973: 115).
2. Cf. ccction 5.5.3.4.
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5.5.11.5. Final /9/:

Examples: /bed/ 'birth'; /ped/ 'Perth'; /wod/
'worth'; /p=:9/ 'path'; /1x2:8/ 'bath'; etc.
Note especially /1e16/ 'Leigh'.

5¢5.11.6. In Final Clusters:

/8/ occurs in the final clusters /po, t0, mo, no,

16, fo, 6t, 6s, pos, tOs, ksO(s), nkB(s), nté(s), 1fo(s),

16s, 9s/. Examples:

/depo/ 'depth'; /len(k)6/ ‘'length'; /twel(f)o(s)/
"twelfth(s)'; /f£1(£)0(s)/ 'fifth(s)'; /we:(r)m(p)e/
'warmth'; /ten(t)6(s)/ 'tenth(s)'; /al®/ 'health';
/b2:0t/ 'bathed'; /te2:0s/ 'bathes'; /ei1t6(s)/
'eighth(s)'; /siks®/ 'sixth'; ete. In a word such
as Ethel, /o/ or /e/ is usually heard between /6/

and /1/.

5¢5¢11.7. Comnarative Distribution:

(a) Dialect /Or/, in addition to corresponding to RP
/0r/, corresponds to RP /tr/ initially and medially.
/09r/ is therefore used much more extensively than

in RP.

(b) Dialect /sOr/ corresponds initially and medially to
RP /str/.

(¢) Dialect /(t)9e(r)/ corresponds to RP unaccented

/to(r)/ in a large common word stock, except in the
conparative forms of some adjectives, as defined in

subsection 4} above.
(a) Dialect /0vk/ corresponds to RP unaccented /tik/.
(e) In the light of (a) and (¢), and the occurrence of

/6/ in contexts where RP and many other varieties of
English have /d/,1 the functional load carried by the

distinction /0/ £ /3/ is relatively heavy in the dialect.

1. See section 5.5.12,
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(f) Dialect /8/ corresponds to RP zero in /1e16/ 'Leigh'.

(g) Dialect /©s/ corresponds to RP /bz/ in /rii6s/

'wreaths'.

5.5¢11.,8, HModification:

/06/ does not modify phonetically, but distributional

modification is considerable. With reference to subsection

7
Section (a) /or/ —> /tr/
Section (b) /sbr/ —> /str/
Section (c) /(t)0e(r)/ —> /te(r)/

Section (d) /61k/ —> /tik/

Section (e) The functional load is sharply reduced

Section (f) A/ —> zero
Section (g) /6s/ tends to be retained.

5.5.12, /5/

505.1201-
/B/ is a lenis dental fricative which occurs initially,

medially and finally within the word. It occurs in both

initial and final clusters. Initial and final /3/ are

subject to devoicing. The usual realisation of the phoneme

is [®] 4in all positions (disregarding possible devoicing),
but - as in the case of /O/1 - variants such as [§d], [4],
\ B N
[gb], [db] and [d] are sometimes encountered. Again, possible

difficulties of pronunciation must be borne in mind, and

l1. Cf. section 5.5.11.1.
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again I can see no case for attributing variants such as

[¢] to a /4/ phoneme.
The 1ip position for /O0/ is influenced by a preceding

or following vowel. The relatively heavy functional load
of the opposition /6/ £ /5/ was observed and illustrated

in section 5.5.11.1.

5¢5¢12.2. Initial /3/:

/%en/ 'then'; /de:/ 'thou'; /dat/ 'that'; /dem/
'them; those'; /dyiz/ 'those'; /di1a(r)/ 'there';

etc.

5¢5¢12.3. In Initial Clusters:

/or/. Examples: /Ore:ft/ 'draught'; /dros(r)z/
'drawers'; /Orink/ 'drink'; //drei/ ‘'dry, thirsty';

/oregz/ 'dregs's etc.

5.5012.4. ledial /O/:

/3/ occurs medially between vowels and in the environ-
ment of consonants. In addition to occurring as in RP,
medial /8/ occurs in the cluster /or/, whilst medial
/(a)de(r)/ corresponds to RP /do(r)/ in a very large
common word stock, again with the grammatically defined
exceptions, however, of comparative forms of adjectives.
The lenis dental fricative is much rarer than the fortis
in comparative forms, and nearly all have /d/, €.g.

/‘rede(r)/ 'redder', but cf. /'sadde(r)/ 'sadder' from

some informants.

Occasionally /d/ before /o/ is optional - see the
words murder and shoulder, for instance, in the examples
which follow.°  Otherwise /d/ occurs in some words

l. Cf., section 5.5.11.4.
2. Cf. sections 5.5.4lfy H5eHellelt and 5.5.3.4.
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vefore /0/, and not in others. Note the minimal
pairs: 'bladder' /'bladde(r)/ # /'blade(r)/ 'blather';
and  'ladder' /'ladde(r)/ £ /‘'lade(r)/ 'lather’.
Examples of medial /5/: /'bledde(r), 'bladde(r)/
'pladder'; /'ladde(r)z/ 'ladders'; /‘adde(r)/ ‘'adder';
/'plodde(r) lo:n/ 'Plodder Lane'; /'we:(r)dro:ibz/
'wardrobes'; /‘'wonde(r)z/ 'wonders'; /‘onde(r)/
'under'; /'lo:n'drets/ 'launderettes'; /‘onde(r)t/
'hundred'; /'bro:djcd/ 'broth-head = fool';
/'sinde(r)/ 'cinder'; /'dandrof/ 'dandruff'; /‘o:dri/
'Audrey'; /'oo(r)de(r)/ 'order'; /'me:(r)(d)de(r)/
"murder'; /'$avde(r), ‘'§avdde(r), '§avlde(r)/ 'shoulder';
/'side(r)z/ ‘'scissors'; /‘'lade(r), 'lode(r)/ 'lather';
/'spaide(r)/ 'spider'; /'merde(r)/ 'moider, pester';

etc.

5.5.12.,5. Final /3/:

/sY:d/ 'soothe'; /smy:d/ ‘'smooth'; /be:d/ 'bathe';
etc. '

5¢5.12.6. In Final Clusters:

/5d, bz/. Examples: /sY:dd/ 'soothed'; /smy:dz/
'smooths'; etc.

/d5/ might be added on the strength of /widd/ 'width',
but the word is often pronounced /wit8/. /dm(z),
5n(z), 31(z)/ are possible clusters in running speech,
but /o/ or /e/ tend to occur between /0/ and a
following nasal or liguid.

5¢5s1l2.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) Dialect /Or/ corresponds to RP /dr/ initially and
medially.

(b) Dialect /(d)de(r)/ corresponds to RP /ds(r)/ in a



large common word stock, except under the grammatical
conditions given in subsection L4 above.

(c) Dialect /3/ corresponds to RP /z/ in /'side(r)z/
'scissors’'.

(d) The dialect does not have /98/ in /tlysz/ ‘'clothes’.

50501208. llodification:

There is no modification to the phonetic quality of
/9/. Distributionally, however, modification is considerable.
With reference to subsection 7 above:

Section (a) /dr/ —> /ar/

Section (b) /(d)de(r)/ —> /de(r)/

Section (c) o/ —> /z/

Section (d) /tlvez/ —> /klo:dz/, although /3/ is
still prone to elision.

5¢5¢13. /s/

5¢5el3.1,
/s/ is a fortis alveolar fricative which occurs

initially, medially and finally. It somctimes has a
slightly palatal quality, [ss] - more so with some speakers

than others.l |

5.5013.2. Initial /s/:

/'scOe(r)dr/ 'Saturday'; /'sidrv/ 'see thee';
/'somot/ ‘'something'; etc. :

1. See further section 5.5.15.1.
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Initial /s/ in context may be realised as a [€{s]
affricate after a word ending with an alveolar
consonant: [won 'E§onde'] 'one Sunday'; and
similarly in /int ‘smdv/ 'in the smithy';
/'adnt siin/ 'hadn't seen'; /aid 'svine(r)/
'I'd sooner'; /bo:t so:/ 'boat so'y etc.
Note also: [ |E§§:] '[Does thou] see?!

[ }]fsym] 'the same'
and - without apparently indicating thou or the -

after a pause
'[||E§?:9 |] 'so!

55133, In Initisl Clusters:

/sp, st, sk, sm, sn, sl, sw, spl, spr, spj, stj,

skr, skj, skw, sOr/. Examples: /speik/ 'speak';
/'ster(j)el/ 'steal'; /skin/ 'skin'; /'smdir/
'smithy'; /snig/ ‘eel'; /slang/ 'slang'; /swim/
'swim'; /splei§/ 'splash'; /spred/ 'spread’;
/spiv:/ ‘'spew'; /stjivi/ 'stew'; /skro:p/ 'scrape';
/'skjviwe(r)/ 'skewer'; /skwer§/ ‘'squash'; /sOrong/
'strong'; etc.

/sf/ is a possible combination - I have no words

such as sphere in my corpus, but I see no reason why
a dialect speaker should not use such a word, given
an appropriate context. /sj/ is not used, and words
which have this cluster in RP have /s/ or /§/ in the
dialect. /str/ is not used either, for the dialect
has /s0r/. On the possibility of /skl/, see section
5.5.19.3. /sr/ is a possible alternative to /S{r/,

e.g. /'sropfe(r)/ 'Shropshirc'.l

5e5e13.4e ledial /s/:

/s/ occurs medially between vowels where it may be
geminated, and in the environment of consonants.

1.

Cf. section 5.5.15.3.

=
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Examples: /'drese(r)/ 'dresser'; /'kossin/ 'cursing';
/'aksinz/ 'askings'; /'pesOe(r)/ 'pester';
/'plzisOik/ 'plastic'y etc.

Again /sj/ does not occur. The dialect has /sBr/
again for RP /str/, and /s8/ for RP /st/ before
/e(r)/ and unstressed /ik/: /idis'Orakfon/ 'distrac-
tion'; /'mes6e(r)/ 'mister'; /‘pleisOik/ 'plastic';
etc.

/s/ may be preceded by glottal stricture in medial
clusters, e.g. ['fan:“*s1] 'fancy'. The same
pnenomenon can result in /s/'s being realised as a
[fs] affricate, e.g. ['dan: sn] 'dancing'.

5.5.13.5. Final /s/:

/es/ ‘'ash'; /nes, nos/ 'nurse'; /pes/ 'purse'y etc.
Final /s/ may be geminated occasionally. It may
also assimilate to /§/ before /j/, and especially

/57t

5¢5013.6. In FIinal Clusters:

/ts, ps, ks, n(t)s, 1s, fs, Os, sp, st, sk, pst,
pOs, tOs, kst, ks9, mps, nts, nds, nst, nks, lps,
lts, 1lks, 1fs, 19s, 1st, fOs, spt, sps, skt, sks/.
/dst/ is possible: /midst/ 'midst', although the
word is not common. /pts, kts, fts/ should possibly
be added to this 1ist. /pts, kts, fts/ are unlikely
to occur in running speech, but when a word is
pronounced in isolation, or with especial clarity,
they are perhaps Just possible:

/pts/ is usually /ps/

/kts/ is usually /ks/

/fts/ is usually /fs/.

[6]

1. Cf. section 5.5.15.1 and 5.
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/sps/ may occur as such, or as [s:]

/sts/ normally occurs as [s:]: [nj:s:] 'nests';
[pfois:] 'posts'; ete. /sts/ may also be realised,
however, as -/stz/, e.g. /'krosiz/ 'crusts' (or as
-/zvz/: /'nirziz/ 'nests').1

/sks/ may occur as such, or as [s:].
/sn/ is not likely to occur without at least a trace
of an intervening vowel, e.g. ['an s®°mn] 'handsome’.

/sns/ and /ns/ occur, but are often /snts/ and /nts/
respectively, with the result that pairs such as
sense £ scents are not always distinguished. The

same may be said of RP.2

RP /mpts/ is more likely~ to be /mps/ in the didlect.

RP /Sns/ has as the usual dialect equivalent
/Sen(t)s, Son(t)s/.

Some examples of /s/ in final clusters: /ri:06s/
'wreaths'; /aks/ 'ask'; /'fasn/ (['fasn]) 'fasten';
/risks/ 'risks'; /wonst/ 'once'; /Ore:pst/ 'trapsed';
etc. Other examples will be found under the consonants
with which /s/ combines.

Further final clusters are /sn(t)s, sn, snz, snt/.
These may occur as clusters of consonants, but there
is often a suggestion of /e/ or /o/ - usually the
latter - between the /s/ and /n/.

RP has the clusters /sl, slz/. Again, in the dialect,
there may be a suggestion of /o/ before /1/, although
[#] itself has the vowel resonance of /o/: it is
therefore not easy to decide between [%} and [O%].

l. Children having difficulty with the combination /sts/ and
pronouncing it as -/siz/ are sometimes made aware of the
problem with the rhyme: /'goisiz |'ronin op 'poisiz |
wi 'krosiz 1 de(r) 'fisiz/ 'Ghosts, running up posts, with
crusts in their fists'.

2, Cf. Gimson (1974: 187).

3., It is difficult to be thoroughly explicit: the differences
between clarity norms and words in continuous speech are

sometimes considerable.
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/t/ and /d/ are nasally released and form the clusters
/tn(t)s/, /dn(t)s/. The /t/ in brackets represents
an element of glottalisation which can be quite strong
in a word such as riddance.

Final /s/, usually at the end of a final cluster,
is sometimes '"missing", and the same may be said of final
/z/.1 By "missing" I mean not present when one would expect
it to be present - from the point of view of the dialect
system, and not of any other. In other words, I am not
alluding to instances such as /tY: wik/ 'two weeks', which
are perfectly regular dialect forms. Consider, however:

a) /won ev 1z 'ko:iin $op we(r)t/ 'One of his calling

shop[s] was the...'

b) /e lo:d e brik on/ 'a load of brick[s] on'

c) /wi ditz brik/ 'with these brick[s]'

d) fnent/ 'menace' -

e) /et ‘woolwek/ 'at Wallwork('s]'
There are problems here for the analyst; If the similar
examples under /z/ are consulted too,2 it will be seen
that /s, z/ are sometimes "missing" under the following
conditions: 1) on plurals; 2) on genitives; 3) on verbs;
L4) as the final letter of the stem of a word. The chief
problem lies in deciding whether we are dealing with errors,
ellipses or with low-frequency grammatical phenomena.
Condition L), as exemplified by form 4d), smacks of an error
pure and simple. However, 1), 2) and 3) cannot be so lightly

dismissed, as it is conceivable that they - or that some of

1. See section 5.5.14.6.
2. See section 5.5.14.6.
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them - are remnants of some older stage of the dialect.

I am unable to resolve these matters satisfactorily here.

5¢Hel3.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

Initial and medial clusters.l

. 2
Pinal clusters.

Final /s/ is found in the dialect in /es/ 'ash';
/aks/ 'ask'.
Final /s/ occurs as the ending for the second person

singular in the present tense, e.g. /oc: wants/
'thou wants'.

In certain plurals: /vifs/ 'hoofs'; /rii6s/

'wreaths'.

/s/ is not present in the dialect in: /sin/ 'since';
/fo:k/ 'folks' (in the sense of people in general;
with this meaning, final /s/ is used in some varieties
of English, but in the dialect it is optional).

/s/ is not present in the dialect in a number of
plural forms of the type: /t¥: monS/ 'two months';
/faiv wik/ 'five weeks'; etc.

Turther investigation of "missing" final /s/ might
or might not yield further points of comparative

interest.

5¢5¢l13.8. Modification:

Phonetically, /s/ remains the same. The initial and

medial cluster /s0r/ —> /str/. Medial /s8/ before /e(r)/ -
or /ik/ —> /st/. Medial /s/ is less likely to be geminated.

1. Cf. subsections 3 and 4 above.
2., Cf. subsection 6 above.
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With reference to subsection 7, /es/ is not used
in modified speech, and /aks/ —> /ask/.

Section (4) —> you + want, etc.

Section (e) /s/ is probably retained

Section (f) /s/ tends to be added to /sin/

Section (g) /s/ may be added, but forms without it
are common in modified speech.

5'501“—0 ZEZ

5.5.1L.1.

/z/ is a lenis alveolar fricative which occurs
initially, medially and finally within the word. In
initial and final positions it is subject to devoicing.

/z/ is in free variation with /s/ in /'kreznt/ ‘crescent';
/'vazeiliin/ 'vaseline'; /'wezli/ 'Wesley'; /‘prezwidzirz/
'Prestwich's'; /'me:(r)zeiraizd/ ‘mercerised'; /'refjviz/

'refuse' (n).

5.5.14.2. Initial /z/:

/z1p/ ‘zip'; /‘zebre 'kro:sin/ 'zebra-crossing';

/'zvgzag/ 'zigzag'y etc.

5¢5.14.3. In Initial Clusters:

None.

5.5.14h .4, NMedial /z/:

/z/ occurs medially between vowels, where it may be

geminated, and in the environment of consonants.
In some words it is in free variation with /s/.

o
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Examples: /'bizi/ 'busy'; /'flozze(r)/ 'bobbin
or spindle on which the thread is overflowing or
spilling over etc.'; /'ganzi/ 'cardigan'; and,
in free variation with /s/: /'wezli/ 'Wesley';
/'vazeiliin/ 'vaseline'; etc.

5¢5.14.5. Final /z/:

/'kosiz/ 'costs'; /'asiz/ 'asks'; /peiz/ 'peas':
/nerz/ 'noise'; etc.; and, in free variation with
/s/+ /‘refjviz/ ‘refuse' (n).

Curiously, final /z/ is in free variation with /da/
in /%€ no:d/ 'thou knows'; /z/, /d4/ and zero are
in free variation in /e'ko(:)z, bi'ko(:)z/ 'because'.

Final /z/ may assimilate to /3/ before /§/ and /3i/,
and it may geminate before a hesitation, a word

beginning with a vowel, or /z/.

5¢5.14.6. In Final Clusters:

/z/ occurs extensively in final clusters: /bz, dz,
gz, mz, nz, lz, vz, 0z, zd, ndz, nzd, 1lbz, ldz, 1lmz,
lnz, lvz, ngz/. In clusters where /z/ precedes a
nasal (/zm(z), zn(d, z)/), /e/ or /o/ may or may not
intervene. When /lz/ follows one or more consonants
(/plz, blz, tlz, dlz, klz, glz, t$lz, dzlz, mlz, nlz,
elz, 61z, slz, vlz, flz, §1lz, mplz, mblz, ndlz, ntlsz,
nklz, nglz, stlz/), the /1/ has the resonance of /o/,
and /ol/ would seem to be an equally appropriate
phonemicisation, except with /tlz, dlz, ndlz, ntlz/
where /t, 4/ are clearly laterally released. 1In
/z1(z, d), zml/, I tend to hear /o/ before /1/.

In /tnz, dnz/, the plosives are nasally released.
/fnz, vnz, snz, §nz, 3nz, onz, znt, zndz/ may occur
as clusters, or may contain /e, o/. Examples of /z/
in final clusters: /robz/ 'rubs'; /lidz/ 'lids';



L50.

/bagz/ 'vags'; /volbz/ ‘bulbz'; /filmz/ 'films';
/singz/ 'sings'; etc. etc. Further examples will be
found under the consonants with which /z/ combines.

As in the case of /s/,l /z/ is sometimes "missing®.
/e'ko(:)z/ and /b1'ko(:)z/, in addition to having forms
with /d/, have forms without a final consonant, e.g.
[bt'k‘a?tf§] 'because it'. Such forms occur gquite often.
Beyond the word because, however, there are rather more
marginal cases, Again, I exclude the regular formation of
certain plurals, e.g. /'6ettr je(r)/ 'thirty years'.
Examples: '

/e‘be:t dirz taim/ 'about these time[s]'
/'tSampion/ 'Champion['s]! ‘
/‘'wodington/ 'Waddington['s]' (somewhat modified form)

/1 wer e:(r)d taim/ 'they were hard time[s]'
/wen 9 drag im £:t/ 'when thou drag[s] him out'

5.5.14.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) The dialect uses /siz/ quite often in correspondence
to RP /sts/, both for plurals and for the second and
third person singular ending on verbs: /'krosiz/
'crusts'; /‘'kosiz/ 'costs'; etc. Note also
/'asiz/ 'asks' corresponding to RP /sks/.

(b) The dialect uses /z/ as a verb ending on the second
person singular present, e.g. /o€ komz/ 'thou comes'.

(¢) /z/ occurs in free variation with /s/ in the words
listed in subsection 1 above.

(d) /z/ does not always occur in the dialect in because.

1. See section 5.5.13.6.
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(e) /z/ does not occur in certain plural forms:
/éri: mail/ 'three miles'; /'Gettr je(r)/ 'thirty
years'; /'fifty 'bondl/ 'fifty bundles'; /Ori: lo:d/
'three loads'; etc.

(f) Further investigation of "missing" /z/ might or
might not yield further points of comparative
interest,

5¢5:1t e8¢ MNodification:

Phonetically /z/ remains the same. Medial /z/
is less 1likely to be geminated.
With reference to subsection 7 above:

Section (a) —> /sts/ or [s:], although children sometimes
use -/siz/

Section (b) thou —> you + come, etc.

Section (c) /z/ might be retained

Section (d) /z/ is used in because

Section (e) /z/ may be added, but forms without it are
common in modified speech.

5.5.15. YAVA

5¢5¢15.1.

/$/ is a fortis, palato-alveolar fricative which occurs
initially, medially and finally within the word. /s/ is
sometimes pronounced with a slightly diffuse escape of air
[sS], and occasionally even as [§)]; /$/ is occasionally
pronounced [ts] or [t§]. 1In the judgement of informants,
and that of myself, [§] as a variant of /s/, except when

final /s/ assimilates to /§/ before /S/,l and [?S] and

1. Cf. subsection 5 below.,
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[t§] as variants of /§/ are to be classed as deviant. The
possible effects of such factors as age and false teeth
cannot be discounted here. /$/ is used in words such as

tissue (not /s + j/) and appreciate (not /s + 1,/).l

5.5.15.2. Initial /${/:

[§1i*d) 'shed'; [Sov] 'shove'; /§it/ 'shit';
/'Sepv/ 'sheppy, starling'; /'Sefenia(r)/
'chiffonier'; etc.

5¢5.15.3. In Initial Clusters:

In the combination /§r/ only, e.g. /Srimp/ 'shrimp'.
However, it is not unusual to hear /sr/ from sone

speakers: [sJyezmp¢] 'shrimp'.

5¢5¢15. . Medial /§/:

[tz 1§oz] 'washers'; fope=ise] 'trasher (modified
form) = draught-excluder (perhaps derived from
threshold)!; ['k‘gzsen] 'cushion'; etc.

Medial /§/ may be geminated, almost certainly in /'t1§S§a/

'tissue'; note also the gemination after the modified vowel

in /'woS$S$in/ 'washing'.

5¢5.15.5. Final /{/:
/‘koo(r)ni§/ 'mantle-piece'; /krei§/ 'crash';
/pr:§/ 'push'; etc. - | ‘

Final /§/ also results from the assimilation of
/s/ to a following /§/. Examples: /1§ §op/ 'this

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 189f).
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55415,

(a)

(b)

(c)

55015,

L53.

shop'; /t0oo(r)§§v:/ 'the Horseshoe'; /jv:§ §v:/
'used to shoe'; etc.

Final /§/ may be geminated before a hesitation, or
a word beginning with /§/ or a vowel, e.g. /'blo§S§en/
'plush and'.

6. In Pinal Clusters:

/1%, §t/. Examples: /krei§t/ 'crashed'; /wel$/
'Welsh'; etc. In words such as Marshall, there is
usually an element of /e/ or /o/ between /§/ and
/1/. In words such as mention, there is usually at
least a suggestion of a vocalic element (/e/ or /o/)
between /§/ and /n/. In words such as French, a
pronunc iation with final /n§/ is impossible.1

7. Comparative Distribution:

/S$/ does not occur in dialect /es/ 'ash' and /'eso/

'ash-hole', and it occurs in fewer final combinations

than in RP.2

/$/ occurs in medial positions in words in which
some accents have /s + j/ and /s + I/.3

Dialect /§/ corresponds to RP /s/ in /‘'koo(r)mi§/
'mantlepiece, cornice'.

8. Modification:

I have not noted any particular tendencies for this

phoneme to modify. The words in subsection (a) of the

preceding subsection are unlikely to be used in modified

speech.

l. Cf.
2. Cf.
3. Cf.

Gimson (1974: 188).
subsection 6 above, and Gimson (1974: 188).
subsection 1 above.
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5.5.16. /3/

5e5¢16.1

/3/ is a lenis, palato-alveolar fricative which
occurs medially within the word. To distinguish /§/
and /3/ in RP, Gimson gives the pairs Aleutian (when
pronounced /o9'lju:$n/) # allusion, and Confucian (when
pronounced /kon'fju:iln/) #£ confusion.” Whilst these
oppositions may be theoretically possible within the dialect,
they cannot be set up on the basis of the corpus for this
study. There is, however, one pair of forms which
distinguishes /§/ from /3/ in the dialect, although not
in RP: 'thresher, threshing machine' /'Orcfe(r)/ £ /'Oreze(r)/

'treasure’'.

5e5¢1642., Initial /z/:

Does not occur.

5¢5¢16.3. In TInitial Clusters:

Does not occur.

5.5.16.4. Medial /z2/:

/3/ occurs medially between vowels, and is often
geminated. Examples: /‘meze(r)/ 'measure';
/'vizzeilarz/ 'visualise'; /‘kazzel/ ‘'casual';
/Vjrizzel/ 'usual'; etc. In the words casual,
seizure, usual, etc. /3/ is obligatory in the
dialect. Forms with /z + j/ are not possible.2

1. Cf. Gimson 2197u: 1893. ,
2, Cf. Gimson (1974: 189), and section 5.5.15.7. above.
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50501605. Final Zlif:

Does not occur. In words of French origin, where
some accents have /3z/, the dialect uses /d3/, e.g.
/'meri1dz/ 'mirage'.

5¢5¢16.6. In Final Clusters:

/3/ is unlikely in final clusters. In a word such
as vision, /e/ (or /o/) tends to be heard between

/3/ and /n/.

5e5e¢16.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) /z/ does not occur initially in the dialect.t

(v) /3/ does not occur finally in the dialect.

(¢) There is no medial variation between /3/ and
/z + 3/ in the dialect.

5¢5.16.8. Modification:

There is little modification of this phoneme. However,
in modified speech there is less medial gemination of the
phoneme, and the following vowel may be modified, e.g.

[‘k‘a3§'e%] 'casual'.
505017. !mf

5.5.17.1-
/m/ is a voiced, bilabial nasal which occurs initially,

medially and finally within the word. The allophone [m]

occurs before /f, v/: [som fo:k¢] 'some folk'; ['bﬁm.fa;tje]

1. Cf. Gimson (1974: 188).
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'ponfire's etc. /n/ assimilates to /m/ before the same

two fricatives, e.g. [de:gm 'feined] 'down Farnworth'.l

5¢5¢17¢2. Initial /m/:

[me1t¢] 'meat, food'; ['me1ds] 'moider'; [mrin]
'moon'; etc.

5¢5¢17+3. In Initial Clusters:

/nj, sm/. Examples: /mjvol/ 'mule'; /smy:k/
'smoke'; ete. In the combination /sm/, /m/ is
slightly devoiced: [spjy k] 'smoke'.

5¢5¢17.4. Medial /m/:

/'‘wimbri/ 'bilberry'; /'e:(r)mta/ 'am I not?'
/'‘vomi/ 'bonfire' (children's word); /‘'somot/
'something'; ete. Medial /m/ is sometimes
geminated, e.g. [‘'wimmin] 'women'.

5.5¢17.5. Final /m/:

(1) Geminated. A geminate is sometimes heard if the
next word begins with /m/ or a vowel: [som m§"e]
'some more'; [kfommo:f] 'come off'; etc. Geminates
are also possible before a hesitation.

(i1) [m]: [k¢vim] 'came'; [arv:m] 'room'; etc.
(ii1) [m]: before /f, v/, €.g. [gﬁmf@e] 'gone from'.
(iv) [m°): occasional variant, e.g. [ma'i sam®] 'my Sam'.

Final /n/ may assimilate to /m/ before /m, p, b/: [wom m3n)

l., This fact appears to be reflected in Charles Allen Clarke's
(Teddy Ashton's) writings about his birthplace, Tong Fold,
which appears in the dialect script as Tum Fowt. Hence his
famous Tum Fowt Sketches - cf. Clarke (no date).
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'one man = somebody'; [wm bS5f2] 'in but'; [ewm p¢is]

"thin piece'; etc. liore rarely, /m/ may be realised as

/n/ in context: [won 1] 'home they'.

5¢5¢17.6. In Final Clusters:

/w/ occurs in the final clusters /mp, md, mt, mo,
mz, lm, mpt, mps, 1lmd, lmz/. Examples: /'apmt/
‘happened'; /Soimt/ '(a)shamed'; /we:(r)m(p)o/
'warmth'; /dompt/ 'dumped'; /tfomp/ 'chump';
/opm/ 'open'; /ryimz/ ‘rooms'; /film/ 'film';
/lomps/ 'lumps'; /f1lmd/ 'filmed'; /filmz/
'films'; /ti:md/1 'teemed, poured'; etc.

In final clusters, /m/ is syllabic after /p/:

['aﬁS@] 'happen, perhaps'; ['aﬁs%] ‘open'; etc.

Note that [‘'ap®n] and [‘'op2n] also occur. Further:
['t‘o§§h€§] 'twopence'; ['éﬁsﬁt] 'happened'.

After /b/, however, note /'ribin/ 'ribbon'; /‘robin/
'robin'; etc.

The suffix - ton assimilates to /m/ after bilabials
in ['k‘qomﬁgb 115d21vz] 'Crompton Lodges'. I have
also heard ['somﬁgﬁ] for 'something', although

Asomot/ is usual.

5¢5¢17.7. Conparative Distribution:

(a) Dialect /mt/ corresponds to the RP final cluster /md/.

(p) Dialect /m/ corresponds to RP /n/ in /‘sirmta/
'aren't I?'.

1.

/md/ 1s somewhat restricted, however, as the dialect
sometimes has /mt/ - c¢f. section 5.5.3.6.
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5¢5.17.8. ilodification:

There is less use of medial geminates. With
reference to subsection 7:

Section (a) Final cluster /mt/ —> /md/.
/m(p)t/ is used in dreamt, however,
in modified speech as well as in
dialect.

Section (b) /m/ is retained.

5.5.18. /n/

5¢5.18.1.

/n/ is a voiced, alveolar nasal, which occurs initially,
medially and finally within the word. /n/ is realised as
/m/ in context before /p, b, m/.l [M] occurs before /T, v/.2
[n] is an allophone of /n/ before /k, g/, and not a phoneme
in its own right:> [sing] 'sing'; [6wnk¢] 'think';
['winkéin] 'winking'; [big'k‘om] "they ggg (have) come's
ete. [n] occurs vefore /6, 3/: ['in'O¢estin] 'interesting';
[wop di*s] 'one there'; etc. The tongue is more retracted,

[n], vefore /r/, e.g. ['sénrqiz] 'sunrise'.

5¢5¢18.2. Initial /n/:

[n3§t] 'nothing'; [né:®] 'never'; [ne's3] 'nail';

etc.

1. See section 5.5.17.5.

2. See section 5.5.17.1l.

3. /1n/ has not always been a phoneme of "English" - see e.g.
Gimson (197h: L9). Lodge (1966: 28) gives [n] as an allophone
of /n/ vefore /k, g/ for the Stockport dialect. See also
Wells (1970: 238).
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5¢5.18.3, In Initial Clusters:

/nj, sn/. Examples: /njr:/ 'new'; /njvit/ 'newt';
/smig/ 'eel'; /snak/ 'snack'; /sno:/ 'snow'; ctc.

In the combination /sn/, /n/ is slightly devoiced,
e.g. [sgig] 'eel'.

5¢5.18.L. Medial /n/:

. 1

' ’.

/'penminten/ 'Penington';” /'sosindze(r)/ 'sausage';
and geminated in words such as /'ronmin/ ‘running’';
/'renmit/ 'rennet'; /‘skennin/ 'looking in a
cross-eyed manner'; Ajoinnin/ 'yawning'; etc.

5.5.18.5. Final /n/:

/‘kwezt(r)tel(r)n/ 'quarter'; /vin/ 'oven'; /Svin/
'shoes'; /fon/ ‘'found'; /mon/ 'must'; /an/ ‘'have
(plural)'; /tin/ 'until'; /i:n/ 'eyes'; /ewn/
'egiven's etc.

Final /n/ may be geminated before /n/, a hesitation,

or a word beginning with a vowel, e.g. /e'gennen/
'against them'. The allophones given in subsection 1
above may all be encountered in word-final position.
A1l present participles end in /n/, e.g. /'swimmn/
'swimming', as do nouns such as /'mos(r)nin/ 'morning'.
A parasitic schwa is occasionally found with final

/n/, e.g. ['er1din®] 'hiding'.

5¢5.18.6. In Final Clusters:

/n/ occurs in the final clusters /nt, nd,2 nt§, nd3s,
n8, 1n, ns, nz, nk, ng, nks, nkt, ngz, ngd, ntdé, nts,
ndz, nt§t, nd3zd, n8s, nst, nzd, nk®, lnz/. Examples:

1. Usually /‘penmitn/.
2. /nd/ is of a somewhat restricted distribution due to the

dialect's use of /nt/ - see further section 5.5.3.6.
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/i:nd/ 'end'; /frent§/ 'French'; /dvndz/ 'dent';
/angd/ 'hanged'; /kinks/ 'kinks'; /swingz/ ‘swings';
/bonkt/ 'hit'; /tents/ 'tents, guards'; /dindzd/
'dented'; /ten(t)6s/ 'tenths'; /tlenzd/ 'cleansed';
/1lenk®/ 'length'; /kilnz/ 'kilns'; /ring/ 'ring';
/sink/ ‘'sink'; /ten(t)9/ 'tenth'; /fens/ 'fence';
/enz/ 'hens'; /wonst/ ‘once'; /maindz/ 'minds,

looks after'; /koln/ 'Colne'; /rent/ 'rent'; /rent{t/
'wrenched's etec.

/n/ in final clusters is often syllabic, and a
homorganic preceding consonant is nasally released:
['s7:zn] 'season'; ['swlfgﬁ] 'Swinton'; ['bjafsb]
'veaten'; ['brok2n] 'broken'; ['spoﬁ?p] 'spoken';
['wak2pn] 'waken'; ‘['t‘akZn] 'taken'; [ulm'p‘o'e€$bt‘]
"important'; ['p‘oé?b] 'pardon'; ['eg3§?p5]1 -
'threepence'; etc. Exceptions: /'midin/ 'midden';
/‘ee:(r)din/ 'garden'; /'be:(r)ndin, ‘be: (r)nden/
'Burnden’'.

Syllabic [m] occurs in ['Eltf@] 'Clifton'; etc.

5.5.18.7. Comparative Distribution:

(a) In personal names ending in -nson, the dialect does
not have an /n/ before the final /sn/: /'robisn/
'Robinson'; /'rolisn/ 'Rawlinson'; /‘pe:(r)kisn/
'Parkinson'; /‘tomlisn/ 'Tomlinson'; /'wilkisn/
'Wilkinson'; /'sti:visn/ 'Stevenson'.

(b) In place-names and personal names ending in -ington,
the dialect uses the suffix /itn/: /‘adlitn/
'Adlington'; Arivitn/ 'Rivington'; /‘pe:(r)titn/
'Partington'; /'we:(r)ditn/ 'Worthington'; ‘
/'welivtnz/ 'wellingtons'; /'pilkitn/ 'Pilkington'.

(¢) 1In personal and place-names ending in -ton, the
occurrence of [n] and the nasal release of the /t/

1. Cf. also section 5.5.17.6.
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are virtually compulsory. This rule applies to the
words in subsection (b) above, and reflects the
general rule that /t/ in the final cluster /tn/

is nasally released in the dialect. ZExamples:
['gbeﬁsb] 'Atherton'; ['wﬁ:befsﬁ] 'Wiarburton';
['b@fgbz] 'Burton's'; ['bsufsb] 'Bolton'; ['t‘ﬁf?b]
"Turton'; ['lik¥ 'o%fsﬁ] 'Little Hulton'.

(d) The place-name Swinton is pronounced /‘'switn/
'Swinton'.

(e) There is no /n/ corresponding to RP /n/ in:
/'t§11%e(r)/ 'children'; /i'sted/ 'instead';
/'tSimbly, 'tS§imli/ 'chimney'; /‘'simblin/ 'Simnel';
nor in /iv/ 'in' and /5/ 'on' when followed by a

word beginning with a consonant.

(f) Present participles end in /n/: /‘'joinmin/ ‘'yawning';
/'drinkin/ 'drinking's etc, etc. Cf. RP /3/.

(g) ©Nouns ending in -ing:
/terinz/ ‘herrings'; /'en1101n/ 'anything';
/'somGin/ 'something'; /'no6in/ 'nothing';
/‘'monio0wn/ 'many a thing'; (cf. however, /Oing/
‘thing'); /'moo(r)nin/ 'morning'; /‘'fe:(r)dwn/
'farthing'; etc.
In words where the =ing is in the syllable carrying

the main word stress, /ng/ is used vis-a-vis RP
/1n/. The dialect also has /ng/ medially where RP

has /y/.t
(n) /n/ occurs bvefore /6/ in /lend/ 'length' and
/s8rend/ 'strength'.

(1) /n/ occurs in: /i:n/ 'eyes' and /§vin/ 'shoes'.
(3) /n/ occurs in: /tin/ 'until'; /'sosindze(r)/

'sausage’'.

l. Cf. section 5.5.6.7.



