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We are coming from a group of countries which agitated
for Independence, which agitated for the overthrow of
the Commonwealth, which agitated for the removal of
colonialism; and therefore there is this fundamental

difference between us and the workers coming from Europe

—--Member of the Black Panther
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Abstract
Since the end of the Second VWorld ¥War, thousands of
3lack people, mainly from once British-colonised
territories, have settled in Britain, %“est Indians
being a distinctive group among these new minorities.
This thesis is an inquiry into the socio-~historical
linkage between Black West Indians and British
society, ard an exploration into aspects of protest
and social conflict among West Indian immigrants(Bjack
Nationalism) resultins from the relationship. The
method of participant observation was utilized to
study a number of Black communities and to establish
what sorts of social institutions and mechanisms
have been developed among the immigrants to cope
with their new social experience, Utilizing a social-
structural mode of conceptualization, the thesis
explicates some of the crucial processes which
characterize the Black and White relationship in
Britain, and relates race relations to the total
British society. One central postulate is that
Black immigrants are socially and ideationally
rejected in British society, due, largely, to the
nature of the recent history of Anglo-West Indian
relationship, of which white racism as a belief
system was an outcome, The social rejection of
Blacks in Britain has given rise to the structural

outcome of social and cultural pluralism, pluralism

vii



being a form of "voluntary'" separation due to the
social distancing of Blacks. The new reality of
Black and White relations in Britain is therefore
not "integration" or "assimilation", but a situation
in which Blacks now want to be left alone as much as
possible to pursue their own, often vaguely-defined,
cultural andsocial practices and interests. Two
current socizl institutions of the Black West Indians
are Black Power and the Black Church; and these
neither mix nor combine with their analogsues in the
wider British society. Both are variations on a

theme of Black Nationalism,
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Vincent, Dominica and Montserratt., 'Jest indian
immisrants also come from Guyana. OStrictly speaking,
Guyana is part of the geography of HSouth Anerica,
but it has conventionally been grouped with the
islands to form what has been known as "the Britieh
Yest Indies." We shall adhere to this particular

convention in this thesis.

Sixty per-cent of all West Indians in Britain
are from Jamaica. For this and other historical
respons, Jamaica is discussed in this thesis somewhat

more extensively than the other islands.

Now, this seemin-ly ordinary case of human
migration has had many complex social and cultural

implications.

Sociologically, the incidence of misration from
the West Indies demonstrated that West Indians were
consciouvsly breaking away from the narrow confines
(socio-culturally speaking) of their society, and
ouvt of the comparatively slow patterm of sccial
mobility that characterize ‘Jest Indian social structure.
Furthermore, many 'est Indians have always had a
cenuine urge to travel and discover what sort of
exveriences lay outside their owvn society in which

a handful of white Anglo-Zuropeans occupied the top



of the social hierarchy by reason of ascription.

Culturally, West Indians have been socialised
into regarding Britain as the "liother Country".
Thus, they come from a colonial culture which is
British, and where people have internalised DBritish
values, In the long run, this makes for a pro-
British orientation, including, clearly, a hich
expectation to be regarded as British and treated
as British. This is a perfectly legitimate set of
expectations. All West Indians, up to 1962, came

to Britzsin on British passports.

In Economic terms, the migration from the West
Indies was a response to the "push" factor of
economic deprivation in the West Indies, and to the
"pull" factor of economic expansion in a period of

Britain's post-War reconstruction.

The migration, in socio-political terms,
presented a sharp paradoxX. For the movement of
West Indians to 3ritain got under way in earnest
at a time when, in the Jest Indies, there was a
general enthusiasm about federatins the scattered
West Indian territories as a prelude to political

independence from British colonial rule,?

In another dimension there was a socio-historical



implication. For in real terms, West Indians were
utilizing a long-standing immigration privilege,

in that, as colonial subjects, they were entitled
to freely emigrate to and settle in liother Country
Britain. This relationship between lMNother Country
and her far-flung colonies, we have termed an
organic linkage, because the colonies were tied

so closely to the life of the metropolitan country,
as though by an umbilical cord. At best, they were
helpless orrhans of a dying Empire. Above all, the
linkage highlighted the sorts of social expectations
thet the Black immigrants were bound to have, by
reason of history, (and built-in as it were) about

life in Mother Country.

As it turned out, the transition from colonial
societies in the West Indies, with a long history of
Anglo-Buropean slavery, to a metropolitan society
with a lonsz history of imperialism and colenial
dominance, presented Black West Indians with a
traumatic and shattering experience. On arriving
on the British scene, the first and most urgent
task is that of drastically revising many of the
0ld ideas about lipther Country Britain, and unlearn-
ing many others, As Black colonials, they find that

they are not socially accepted, They are thus faced



with a different social and cultural reality from
that normally existing in their thinking about

British society.

This thesis, then, comprises vaeriations on a
very simple theme, namely, that the central problem
facing Black immigrants in Britain is that of social
rejection by British society. What Blacks in Britain
do, and to a large extent, what they have to say as
a result of this experience, may be summed up as a
complex of "coping mechanisms"., From this basic and
incontestable fact, the thesis develops with several
theoretical tentacles aimed at explaining the
peculiarities of the ‘Jest Indian Dilemma, Vest
Indians in Britain, in the face of apparent social
rejecticn, (or whut is the same thing, a non-
acceptance of what they thought they were) are
forced to re-examine themselves, their identity,

their beliefs and their own culture, in the service

of constructing vhat may be called 2 "clarity mapn"

of their experiences,

In re-formulatin~ their new life-situations,
Blacls in Britain foce the unnleasant realisation
that the desi-nation ~iven to them as nembers of
"minority croun", or as "strancers", or as "aliens"

is  tied un with other »nroblems of stratification,



pover-relations and belief systems. Thus they face
the rroblem of coping with a sraded status system
(they beings at the lowest end of the hiersarchy) and
they face the problem of accenting a low market-
position as well as a position divested of pover,
Pinally, and perhaps most importantly, there is the
problem of facing racist theories and dogmas, many

of which have clearly outlived their original use-
fulness, but which have somehow been able to persist
under their own inertia, as it were. The thesis
rests on the premise that the Black man's percention
of the world, arnd the ideas he utilizes to describe
himself in relation to it, are the products of history.
In this light, Black Naticnalism is examined as a re-
action to long-standing ideational systems which

came to life in the period of Anglo-Saxon slavery.3

By Black Nationalism we mean group consciousness,
among West Indians in Britain, fostered by ethnic
identification., As cuch, it overates at relisious,
political (or quasi-political) as well as cultural
levels. The concept as used here implies the pro-
jection of a social, cultural and political identity

among Black people,

Black Hationalism is directly linked to white

racism. The primary intervening variables for any



understanding of the processes at work are the defini-
tion of the situation and power-relations, The defini-
tion of the situation implies how the two parties -
Black and White ~ collectively and intersubjectively
interpret each other's wvalues, symbols and actions.

This is the symbolic interactionist approach, an approach
which recognizes that human beings interpret or define
each others' actions instead of merely reacting to

those actions. As Herbert Blumer points out, the dis-
tinctive characteristic of this approach is that it
maintains that responses in social behaviour are not
made directly to the actions of one another, but instead
are based on the meanings which are attached to such
actions, The definition of the situation is really
what determines the outcome of the social processes
involving ethnic groups. Hence, we gain the clearest
view of Black Nationalism when we understand it as a
dependent variable. The definition of the situation,
together with power-relations, then become crucial
intervening variables in the analysis, The simplified

paradigm below serves to illustrate these ideas:

'HISTORY OF ! INDEPENDENT DEPENDENT
: ANGLO~SAXON'--~-- - > VARIABLE € -=-------- VARIABLE
. SLAVERY (White Racism)——3(Black Nationalism

and Black Power)

INTERVENING VARIABLES
éag Definition of the Situation
b) Power-Relations



This is the basic startin~ point. As the thesis
develops, it becomes clear that several other
variables are necessary for constructing an explanatory
model of Black Nationalism. These are brought

together in chapter nine below, after they have

been introduced in their prover contexts and dis-

cussed at length.

It will be useful to explain the significance of
the terms dependent and independent variables., By
independent variable is meant the varisble which is
assumed to be causing or influencing change. By
dependent variable is meant the variable assumed
to be caused by, or influenced by, changes or vari-
ations in the independent variable., The presumed
causal or independent variable occurs prior in time
to the presumed effect or dependent variable. Thus
the historical awproach to power and race-relations
sdopted in this Thesis has the merit of isolating
the variables e2long a sequence in which the
temporality can be detected, and so need not rest

heavily on speculation,

A word of werning., 3Becancge the thegis spreesds
many theoretical tentacles in its effort to exnlore
znd probe the many theoreticzl, philosonhical end

roral traditions for insights, discussions on many



of the segments may be misconstrued as "disressions"
or "off-tract." This author feels, however, that

any adequate explanation or understanding of West
Indians in Britain must first of =211 be rooted in
historical material, But, furthermore, it ig vital
to pull in many different concepts, even inter-
disciplinary concents, to help us construct a total
picture. Only when we have done this can we be
reasonably certain that our explanations are grounded

in a theory of man in society.

In this thesis then, the areas of sociological
analysis that illuminate the dynamics of Black and
White relations are examined. Thus we examine class,
race, stratification problems, power-relations,
ideology and social movement theory and integrate
these into a causal verbal model. The problem of
Black Nationalism is approeched against a background
of colonial social history and racism. Both of
these concepts are closely bound up with Black
Nationalism. 3By carefully analysing the relationship
between these variables, new meaning is given to
Black and White racial tension and conflict in
Britain. It is in this mode of analysis that we
conceptualise Black Nationalism as a dependent

variable in the structure of social relations
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between Black and White in Britain. Clearly, in the
British context, the relation’ between Black and

White is first and foremost a relation between super-
ordinate amd sub-ordinate groups. The implications
of this relationship, for social theory, are carefully

discussed and evaluated in the main body of this

thesis.

Utilising a paradigm of congruent and incongruent
orientations toward varying trends of social adjust-
ment, allows us to focus attention on both super-
ordinates and sub-ordinates simultaneously, thus
enabling us to grasp their reciprocal interactions
in terms of definitions of the situation . This
n"stereoscopic" approach facilitates the getting away
from a likely one-sided preoccupation with the

minority's reactions considered by itself.

Having thus outlined the problem in its broadest
fashion, our next task is to make it clear what some
of the aims of the thesis are. To this task we now

turn.



1.

Aims of the Study

This is an inguiry into the socio-historical
linkage between the Black West Indians and British
society, and an exploration into aspects of protest
and social conflict among the West Indian immigrants
(Black Nationalism) resulting from the relationship.

It is a basic contention of this thesis that,
in sociology, before we can go on to discover
"agsociations" and "correlations" and to capture
measured attitudes of the human social world, we
must recognise that the expression of attitudes and
feelings is the product of human intercourse at all

levels of human action,

The first aim of this thesis, then, may be
described as an attempt to grasp the interconnected-
ness between man and history, and to inject into the
discussions of Blacks in Britain the badly needed
historical perspective. If we can demonstrate some
of the socio-historical sides of the Black West
Indian, we will have filled a distinct gap in the
discussions about the theoretically important linkage
between West Indians and Mother Country Britain.

One fundamental issue here, of course, is that we
too easily forget that Mother country is a product
of the European Enlightenment philosophy, a philosophy
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which embodied the great idea of Reason, Egalitarians
ism and Libertarianism, but which also simultaneously
nurtured a sub-philosophy of white superiority. A
careful teasing-out of history will shed much light
on this problem and its implications for Black people

in the Western world.

The second aim ties in with the first: primarily
to utilise a distinctly social-structural mode of
conceptualisation to explicate some of the crucial
processes which characterise the Black and White
relationship in Britain, in a way which can relate
race relations to the total British society. This
distinctly sociological perspective makes optimum
demands on sociological theory, but it also aspires
to add basic new insights into minority relations
to take account of nuances (such as colour) which
are obviously important in multi-ethnic relations.
In emphasising the way the riot of ideas incubate
in social-sttuctural contexts, the thesis, in a

smail way, contributes to the general crucial field
of the sociology of knowledge.

The third aim is to glean first-hand data on
the many aspects of the West Indians' experiences
in order, first of all, to probe for social uni-
formities in the way of socio~-cultural continuities;
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and second, to do this in as natural a setting as
possible., The study, then, approached the West
Indjans in Britain from a "grass-roots" perspective;
and this is a very important orientation for a

meaningfully adequate level of understanding (Weber)

of the problems of Black people in a White society.
Modern sociology tends to shy away from the
"unquantifiable" types of human behaviour, but
clearly, subjective understanding is precisely

what provides sociological analysis with its distinct
character. West Indians in Britain have had to live
in a society in which racial mythologies built
around differences in skin colour and physical
features die hard. These mythologies are a crucial
element in the indigeneous population's belief
system, and were some of the main tools of power
used in the process of racial slavery and colonialism
in the eras of Western empire-building. Very little
effort has been made in Britain, up to now, to find
out or to explore what Black people in Britain are
saying as a result of having to live at close
quarters with racism, or even how they are saying
what they think is significant, or why they are
saying what they say. By getting at some of these
guestions, this thesis develops a theoretical base

for the study of racial relations in the special
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. context where the colour of the skin of one set of actors
appears to be all-important in the many dimensions of
social relations. In scrutinizing these problems, one
can come to understand important properties of social
(purposive) action. It would seem, indeed, that one of
the drawbacks of the "race-relations™ approach to Blacks
4in Britain is precisely that there has been too much
talking on the part of those who say they want to "help",
and not enough listening to the actors who presumably
need the help.

Finally, the fourth aim, This may be construed as
that of "advocating™ an interdisciplinary approach to
ethnic relations; indeed, to social phenomena generally.
This is a sociological work, but it turns on an axis of
historical data sociologically interpreted and applied.
In addition, it frequently raises themes and issues both
in other fields of the social science, as well as in
philosophy, religion and even literature. The approach
largely derives from the author's intellectual conviction
that sociology is a futile endeavour if practised apart
from the myriad social, political, moral, philosophical
and historical contingencies in which it is emmeshed, and

which gave birth to it,

In the next section, some of the theoretical and
empirical significance of the thesis is touched on; after
that, the chapter ends with a brief note on the scope and
plan of the thesis,
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Theoretical and Empirical Observations summarised

This thesis highlights vital sociological
problems in the general areas of race relations,
sociological theory and conceptual analysis. In
this section we do no more than introduce those
problems. Henceforth they are moulded into the

thesis and inform it at the different levels discussed.

The observations of the thesis regarding Black
Nationalism in Britain are conducive to the formu-
lation of theoretical propositions concerning varied
contexts of ethnic and minority-group relations.

Thus our projectvhighlighted the sociological problem
raised long ago by Georg Simmel entailing that group
consciousness tends to increase with conflicts with
out-groups, especially where the out-group appears

to have a hi-her degree of already-established
consciousness, As illustrated by the Black
communities in Britain, certain situations of ethnic
contact are more conducive to the acceleration and re-
hearsing of cultural practices within groups, than to
chance or modification of those practices. In such
cases, as this research has revealed, what is taken

as social conflict may lead not to any form of

social change or cultural adaptation, but to the
development of "plural" systems in which the different

ethnic groups seek to be left alone to practice their
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own cultural forms.

The concept of social and/or cultural pluralism
is therefore of first importance in this study,
since what we are dealing with is a situation in
which ethnic groups (Black and White) on contact
veer away, at least cultural-ideationally, in a sort
of centrifugal fashion. The present orientation of
the Black communities in Britain is one toward
securing independence of the dominant vslues of
the society in which they live, but to which they
do not see themselves as "belonging". This striving
currently takes a social-protest perspective rather

than a political-action perspective,

But pluralism could be a disastrously nisleading
concept, fer it can imply institutionalisation of
processes such as racism, and in this way may be a
self-justifying and distorting way of talking about
ethnic contact. The first question, therefore, that
one should ask in any situation defined as pluralist
is "what are the factors that give rise to the par-
ticular incidence of pluralism?" Are those factors
connected with power-competition, political coercion,
social rejection, or voluntary isolation - voluntary
separatism? As we stated above, the central problem

of the Black West Indian in Britain is that of
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gocial rejection by British society. This forces
West Indians as a group into a defencive position,

a marginal situation, in which position they deem it
necessary, even desirable, to display a system of
cultural practices and life-styles markedly different
from that of the indigenous population. The difference
is keenly stressed in all the social activities of
west Indians., In this crucial sense, they see
themselves in British society, but not of it. If
social rejection is isolated as the determinant of

a plural situation, we have to look for structural
criteria of rejection, and this poses other vital
questions of conceptualisation. For, as a sort of
peaceful co-existence, pluralism implies equality

of the plural units, but rejection is unmistakably
(in our case) the answer to the intransigence of
belief systems that conceive physical differences

as important in human relations. In this sense,

the concept necessarily implies power-competition,
and power is often used to impose political coercion

of dominznte over minorities.

For the concept to be meaningful, then, there
must be at least two essential qualifications.
First, complete pluralism in the sense of perfectly
autonomous units is not an empirical reality; it

would be better to speak of quasi-pluralism. Even
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in the ideal-type case of South Africa, separation
is never complete at all levels. It may be at the
cultural level, but at other levels (e.g. economic),

other societal connections operate to ensure inter-

ethnic social relations.

In the case of West Indians in Britain, these
problems apvply, with the added element that the
question of 2 separate territorial base for West

Indians in Britain is not entertained by the

immigrants.,

The second qualification is that pluralism is
only meaningful if we think of it in terms of power
and power-relations. One group often has power
while another has no power or a proportionately
small degree of power, Uhinhibited~nse of power
(legitimate or illegitimate) to implement force,
can be a crucial element of pluralistic structures;
thus force can be used as a mechanism for the main-

taining and justification of a status quo.

Power and power-relations are therefore vital
in discussions of ethnic relations. Here, surely,
is where we have the explanation of why colonial
societies have been and are the forms of pluralist

societies par excellence. These societies are

characterised by a high degree of compulsion or
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constraint - what we have called political coercion.
And racism in these societies is a means of maintain-
ing and justifying, indeed perpetuating, inter-
sectional relations, and for maintaining differential
balance of power., In colonial societies racism

. operates via regulatory measures, administrative
decisions or legal conventions and enactments, in
order to contain the system. Pluralist arrangements,
then, are a source of both stability and conflict,
but they are nct a necessary and sufficient condition
for these processes. Cultural differentiation,
paradoxically, is a form of socio-cultural integration,
but the relationships are not easy to grasp. In any
particular case we must spell out and explicate the
different dimensions of intergroup sequence and the
level at which these sequences obtain. We must also

explore how power 1is used.

There seems to be a case, of course, for making
an analytic distinction between pluralism due to
coercion, where one party can easily use its power
to maintain divisionism, as in South Africa;
pluralism due to voluntary isolation, such as the
Chinese in Jamaica; and pluralism springing out
of a situation of voluntary migration but in which
there is an element of socizl rejection by one, or

both parties, of the other, as is the case of Blacks
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in Britain. Voluntary migration (as onposed to
forced migration such as slavery) will not normally
lead to the establishment of a plural situation
unless there is an element of social rejection of
one party by another. Similarly, a pariah sroup

is only possible because one party rejects another.

Yet another analytic distinction must be made
between social pluralism and cultural pluralism,
People ma2y be "integrated" at one level, but
differentiated at another., This sort of situation
is well illustrated in America where, for all intents
and purposes Black Americans are "solid" Americans at
the cultursl level: they can take nart in all the
cultural sports of their country and compete for and
represent their country in international tournaments.
But at the social (or social-relational) level it is
a different matter. These same Americans will be
socially distinguished at this level, and become the
victime of both formal and informal segregation
imposed by whites. They will not be allowed to live

in certzin "white" areas at home in America.

In this latter case we say that racism is
vertical at the social level. Here, social pluralism
is not modified by cultural homogeneity. This

problem raises another crucial distinction which we
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call the distinction between minimal racism and
maximal racism. This distinction is the one most
often practised in day to day social relations
between Black and White, and is largely the
distinction between the stipulative and the non-
stipulative interaction response. This distinction
is frequently referred to in sociology textbooks as
the difference between primary and secondary
relations, what Gunnar Myrdal calls the "rank-
order of discrimination," or the cognitive
construction of a hierarchy of social situations in
which racist beliefs serve to insulate different
levels of social relations., Thus, if a white
employer who claims that he "believes in" something
called "equality of opportunity" as a means of social
levelling, acts, nonetheless, in a way hostile to
any social arrangements which would bring an
intimate or personalised type of social relation
with Blacks, his behaviour is bordering on the
stipulative type. "We will employ Blacks, but only
if they work in the basement." lModern sociology
calls this predisposition "social distance", but

it isclear that in some cases of distancing the
distence is effected and maintained not by what
transpires in the social context, but by beliefs

and ideologies rooted at the cultural level.
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Finally, we can speak of the cluster of
rationalisations and folk explanations in race-
relations as a second-order racism. Colour plays
a central role in this complex. Acting as a base
on which false premises are erected, colour
differentiation can be made to appear real, and
a dominant group can, and very often does, use
its power and privilege to restrict the minority's
access to, say, opportunity structures. This is
clearly a start to self-fulfilling prophecy. ‘hen
minority group relations are viewed in this way, a
power or conflict theory becomes central to social
explanation. We may supplement this frame, but not
displace it, if we must grasp the essence of social

processes.

Clearly, if one group of men in society will
often have the power to impose its definition of
the situation upon others and thus shape their
lives accordingly, sociologists must explain the
processes that generate structures of social
organisation in which the definitions are manifested.
One of our major premises is that the greater part
of the West Indian protest in Britain can be

explained by facts of West Indian and Anglo-Vest
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Indian history. 'We have set out then to document and
illustrate the complexity of this assumption, and
here we found a well-directed study of history of
great assistance. We have not attempted to rewrite
the history of Anzlo-Saxon slavery to account for
contemporary Jest Indian protest, but neither have
we wiched away the by-products of this system as
experienced by West Indians. Instead, we have
attempted to utilise history as an aid to the under-
standing of some vital group processes and identity
problems of Blacks in the VWestern world. We have,
in so doingz, pointed the way to reasons why the
search for a new Black identity takes the form it
does. We have identified clues to the possible out-
come of this search, and already the est Indian's
withdrawal into his own partially self-contained
community can be construed as one defence in a long

line of possible defeneces.
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Scope of the Study

In a study of this kind, in which the research
methodology does not untilize conventional "survey"
technioues, the scope of the study and the typicality
of the unit of analysis are important methodolosical

problens.

As we shall see, in this study it was
imnortant not to create hypothetical situations by
askins people how they think they would behave in
cituations. Rather, patterns of behaviour were
studied in actual intergroup situations by the
method of participant observation. This posed its
own set of problems. %Yhile much research in con-
temporary sociology is inadequately designed to
provide basic information, there is usually also
the problem of determining the temporal sequence
of varizbles. Information gathered at one single
point in time may thus provide only few clues as

to whether key variables occurred in this or that

temporal sequence.

But while this problem migﬁt be overcome by
vtilizing a well-directed study of history, there
is the more fundamental difficulty of arriving et

a manageable unit of analysis. In this research,
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it was necessary to select for study certain zreas
in Britain where the population of West Indians wag
considered "large" in relation to the indigenous
population. While this selection did not involve
"statistical sampling" as in survey research, it
reflected a cross-section of British cities in which
a proportionately large number of West Indians were
settled. These cities were roughly divided into
those in the North of England, those in the }Midlands
and those in the South. In this way, we arrived at
some measure of typicality of the population., The
randomisation is not statistical in the conventionzl
sense, since the choice of the areas of study was
based on what must be called "pragmatic" considera-
tions, that is, the researcher had to select areas
where there were opportunities to observe the social

1ife of West Indian communities.,

The practical problems encountered in the
selection of research sites have helped to focus
the present study on a macro-sociological plane.
In order not to arrive at pre-mature closure, both
conceptually and methodologically, the generalisa-
tions of this work are based on 2 macro-level.
thether or not this study can bhe a besis for
extensive socilological generalisations depends on

how systematically we define our central problems and
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on how carefully we evaluate those problems for
analytic siznificance and merit. As a thesis
which did not assume a theory of minority group
relations, but which developed its own set of
indicators for the study of ethnic relations,
it can serve as a basis for examination of a

wide range of problems involving ethnic relations.

From a sociological point of view, the
historical mapping of West Indians and their
relations to the metropolitan society may have
wide applicability in other contexts of colonial

and neo-colonial organic linkage.

In the next section we bring the chapter to
a close by setting out the plan of the thesis.
With that accomplished, we move on to consider

some problems of methodology and research design.

Plan of the Thesis

In the next chapter, some problems of
methodology are raised, with discussions of
the technique of partigipant observation and
of the notion of subjective understanding in

social research.

Chapter three spells out some of the

theoretical issues of Black Nationalism, after
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first illuminating some conceptual and
definitional problems of the concept. Chapter
four is on the linkage between Racism and Black
Nationalism. In that chapter, the structural
locus of racism is explored, and suggestions
presented for an outline of the idea of the

cultural perception of race.

In chapter five, more theoretical issues
are discussed, while chapter six deals with the
dynamics of Black Nationalism, tracing the idea
of Black Nationalism through Black slavery and anti-

colonial rebellions in the West Indies.,

Chapter seven continues the socio-historical
exploration of Black rebellion which was berun in
chapter six, examining the context of West Indian
Nationalism from 1834 up to 1966, Chapter eight
examines perspectives of Black Power in Britain;
but it tzkes brief excursions into the related
problems of ideology and operating strategy. This
chapter also highlights some fundamental structural

problems of Black Power in Britain,

Chapter nine focuses on Black Nationalism in
the context of race relations in Britain. The

idea is advanced that Blacks in Britain have
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formed a new "scapegoat class", and in this
chapter the conceptual model of the thesis is
brought to a head in an explanatory frame-

work of Black Nationalism in Britain.

Chapter ten gives an account of the form
and content of Black Protest in Britain among
West Indians., It is suggested that Black Churches
in Britain, as well as Black Power groups are
responses to the same underlying structural
problem of White racism and social rejection
of Blacks. These phenomena are simply at

different ends of one continuum,

Chapter eleven turns on the predictive
outlook of Black and White relations in Britain.
It is strongly suggested that the path which Black
protest in Britain takes in the future depends to
a larce extent on the response of the Vhite society
to Blacks, especially the second generation Blacks.
The activities of the agents of social control in

this respect are crucial.

The thesis concludes in chapter twelve, where
some problems of theory and method in sociology
are summed up as the West Indian Dilemma - cum -

the Sociologsist Dilemma.
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CHAPTER 11
I'ETHODCLOGY AND RESEARCH DESIGN

~- The purnose of taking a
measurement is to use it
to do something.

The object of taking data
is to provide a basis for
action.

-- W. Edward Deming

The Methodolosy and Research Design

In sociological research, what is defined as

the problem, i.e., that which is to be explained,

cen normally be studied from several points of
view and can be analysed by different techninues
at the disposal of the sociologist. In this study
we utilized the method of investigation which it
was estimated would yield the createst amount of

information about Blacks in Britain.

Before we describe this method, it is useful
to point out what is meant by methodology in this
context. The meaning given to methodology in this
thesis is the one suggested by Abraham Kaplan.,
Kaplan defines methodology as "the study - the
description, the explanation, and the justification -
of methods, and not the methods themselves." In
other words, the aim of methodology is to help us

understand, in the broadest possible terms, not
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the products of scientific inquiry but the process
itself.! This chapter is devoted to a discussion

of methodology in these terms.,

Clearly, the fact that the social analyst has
a choice of more than one technique for the study of
social phenomena, raises important questions. It
means, among other things, that even though the
process of scientific inquiry may or may not be
formalised in sociology, the researcher is constantly
faced with the important question of deciding what
kind of problem is best studied by what method. In
the end, the criteria of relevance for choosing one
particular orientation over another are often
determined by the value premises or standpoint
from which the researcher starts., That there are
these "sliding scales of rules" seems important in
sociology, given the variability in the patterns of
human action. It seems clear that if one were to
demand that every piece of information obtained
should be by means of probability sample, say, this
could serve to completely destroy the whole con-
ception of a social situation. And such a demand
could, conceivably, lead to grossly inefficient
procedures if the fundamental differences among

different kinds of information were ignored.?
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In this study, we souvght the meaning of Black
Nationalism by utilizing the research method of
participant observation. As a method for assessing
the "acting-out" of groups, and as a technique for
discovering human meanings and culture which are
accounted for in the linguistic and extra-linguistic
and in symbolically-represented relations with the
object world, it is well-suited for the discovery
of latent phenomena in social life. The process
can be operationally defined as the selection,
recording, and encodingof social behaviour as it
transpires in a natural setting. The method is
typically used to watch persons in situations where
they spend most of their time, or in situations
that are at least familiar to them.? This means
that it studies human meanings as they are revealed
in the context of society. Observation of broad
behaviour patterns in "natural" contexts make valid
indicators of social as well as psychological
processes, =znd this in turn assists the researcher
in making fewer demands on inference, a practice
which often lends itself to great precision and

consistency with empirical aims.4

During the early stages of this research,

while the author was engaged in preliminary probings
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and field explorations as to what kind of research
method could best tap the Black organizations, it
became clear that formal interviewing would be an
unfruitful approach. A Black researcher is viewed
with grave suspicion. The reason is quite simply
that members of the Black communities generally feel
that any Black student capable of undertaking
research should grasp the owportunity offered

by the research assignment to expose the white
society's "injustices to Black people," not to

pry into their goings-on,

This is a very important problem in terms of
the prospects for the future of social research in
Black communities. The indications are that it will
become increasingly difficult to get any sort of
information from Black communities, mnless some
sort of commitment of the researcher can be
demonstrated beyond doubt., It must be said that
among the more militant members of the Black
communities, there seems to be a strong element
of anti-intellectualism, and although this stance
is never explicitly presented, it acts in s subtle
way, nevertheless, to ensure the "drying up" of
information and effectively inhibits co-operation

with the field worker. On the other hand, many
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Black militants made it clear to this author that
they "could not relate to you in anything abstract",
which is simply one way of hinting that formal
questions or interview-type approach would not
normally be met with co-operation. From this,

it would be easy te suggest that Black respondents
do not always appreciate the necessity for many
types of social research, or that they do not
always respectlthe latent merits of research. But
that would be too naive a viewpoint to take. The
immigrants feel, and rightly it may be argued,
that they are forever giving information to
researchers, without any obvious results in their

favour or to the community where they live,

Given these initial problems, then, and given
severe restraints on resources and time limitations,
it would have been overly pretentious to carry on
activities in the research settings with the hone
of interviewing a genuine statistical sample, It
became clear that the information desired had to be
obtained by methods other than by formal cuestionnaires
or formzl interview. Participant observation was
therefore chosen as the method of investigation,
and in the event, to gather information that other-
wise could not have been obtained, at least not at

the same level of meaning.?”
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Two paradoxes sprang out of this experience,
The first is that the chosen method created
absolutely no problem in terms of access. Thus
while on the one hand it was not possible to elicit
basic information from the Black organizations, on
the other it was perfectly possible and feasible
for the author to identify completely with the
culture he was studying, and so gained access to
all the activities of the groups. As we shall see
below, this bears directly on the crucial problem
of identity, where the basic requirement for
participating in Black activities is to be Black.
Also, of course, lack of a formal structure of

Black organizations facilitates access,

The second paradox was that the chosen method
of getting information provided access to a wide
rance of "rrass-roots" literature - pamphlets,
books, newspapers and magazines - which were not
usually available or obtainable outside the
recearch setting. This material, representing as
it does the programmatic world-view of Black
people in Britain, has been carefully scrutinized
for insights into the collective symbols of Black
groups (see Aprendix), Participation is symbolic

identification. This is why a wealth of
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sociological information can be gained from the
less obvious sites in social research (provided
the researcher's presence does not stick out like
a sore thumb) - in places such as coffee bars,
barber shops, pool rooms and discoteques. In
these settings, one can usually socialise while

sensing the sociology of the general milieu.

In participant observation, the social role
of the researcher demands the use of what is known
as "sensitizing concepts", as opposed to formal
concepts, to give clarification to social and
cultural values of the culture one is studying,
and also to enhance sensitive understanding of
these values. In this study, Racism, Black
Nationalism and Black Power may be taken as
sensitizing concepts in the way Herbert Blumer
used the concept in its original formwlation to
refer to concepts which give a sense of reference
as well as a general orientation (as opposed to a

formalistic definition of the phenomenon under

s‘cudy).6

The use of such sensitizing concepts, as
concepts not "operationalised" or "measured" in
the formalistic sense, provides a way of arriving

at data necessary to build theoretical forms.
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By viewing goals and interests of the people being
studied in the same way that the neople themselves
see them, and by seeing peqple in the ccncrete
reality in which they present themselves in daily
experiences (and not as abstractions), the partici-
pant observer does two things at once. First, he
obtaine descriptions of a peovle acting freely
within the scone allowed in a given situation,

and thus of social meanings that are relevant to
the speakers-as-actors. ©Secondly, since data are
whatever havpens, whenever it happens, his
reportage constitutes what may be called analytic

descrintion of a complex social situation. This

description, by utilizing the sensitizing concepts
(almost as a kind of content analysis), is of first
imrortance in the research using the method of

ﬁarticipant observation,

In the case of research on Black Nationalism,
analytic description necessarily becomes vital,
since the Black Power groups, as social organisations,
have consequences that are latent in the sense that
long-term consequences might not be easily
describable (without analysis) by either observer
or the actual members of the groups. The descrip-

tions ~iven must involve analysis, so that one can
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penetrate outer form to gain inner meaning.

Analytic description, then, employs concepts
and propositions as well as empirical generalisations
as guidelines in analysis., The approach serves to
generate new empirical generalisations based on
field data, provided the data were systematically
collected and reported. The next task is to say

some more about data collection.

The 'Povulation' of West Indians in the Study

In this study, the data were systematically
collected and reported, and were gathered independ-
ently of a pre-constructed theoretical framework.
The theoretical framework which the thesis utilises

emerged from the data of the research,

For the research on Black Nationalism, the
author defined his research interests in broad terms
and made no special attempt to stress anonymity.
This is a vital precondition for most types of
research, but it is particularly important in
participant observation. Frankness helps to build
up trust (though, of course, it might conceivably
prevent research). In this case, frankness paid
off, inspite of initial suspicion mentioned above.

A tape recorder was employed in most stages of the



38

research, so that the extracts quoted throughout the
thesis are verbatim reportage. More on this later
when we discuss role-playing in participant

observation.

We have now to give a brief outline of the

West Indians who are the subject of this study.
Estimates made from figures collected by the Survey
of Race Relations up to 1969 showed that half of
the West Indian population in Britain is settled
in the Greater London Area. The Race Relations
data are the most accurate available, and the data
from the 1971 Census will not be published in time
t0 be used in this work. Using figures from the

Race Relations Survey, we list below the cities

in which research was carried out for this thesis:

The North Estimated West Indian
- Population in 1971
Leeds 8,000
Bradford 3,500
Manchester 8,500
Huddersfield 4,000

The Midlands:

Birmingham 47,000
Sheffield 4,000
Nottingham 11,000
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Leicester 2,000

The South:
London 235,000

Bristol 5,000

It was in these cities that the author sought the
experiences of a cross-section of West Indians in
Britain. It is well to remind the reader that

six out of every ten West Indians in Britain are
Jamaicans. This fact is at once a social commentary
on Jamaican society as it is a caveat that Jamaicans

are somewhat over-represented everytime we speak of

"West Indians".

The Yest Indians in Britain, and who form the
subject matter of this study, are not, generally
speaking, who we might call the ambassadors of
their countries. That is to say, apart from special
groups such as students and professionals, the bulk
of them are from those segments of VWest Indian
society that never had steady employment. INMany
were never normally employed, and in essence this
was one of the fundamental reasons for their
emigration to Britain in the first place. Quite
frequently, among ‘est Indians, these trans-

Atlantic trips are made on separate pools of
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borrowed funds.! In the main, the West Indians who
have settled in Britain's industrial cities are not
the Black intellectuals of West Indian society, al-
though in the Black Power groups in Britain
professionals could be found, mainly in advisory
capacities, The bulk are the most ruralised peasants
of West Indian society. In Britain, they have
become skilled or semi-skilled industrial workmen
with & "job", a family, and maybe even a family car.
The bearers of Black Nationalism in Britain, there-
fore, are certainly not the "drop-outs" of society
(at least not British society). ZEven if they were
not completely committed to all the dominant values
of British society, they more or less adhered to the
work ethic, and generally conformed to the normative
values of the dominant (British) society, while at
the same time rebelling and protesting about various
types of defined injustices. Of course, not all
West Indians in Britain were unemployed prior to
coming to Britain. Many left secured employment and
a comfortable standard of life in favour of the
uncertsinties of British scciety and culture.
Severe disavpointments springing out of this transi-
tion provide one basis for much of contemporary

Black rebellion.
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"he West Indians we have described above, are
the West Indians analysed in this study. They
meet in groups, in houses, basements and atties
to discuss general problems of the Black populsation
and, crucially, to lay down new definitions of
themselves and of the society in which they live,
The groups tend to move up and down the country,
familiarising themselves with the particular problems
of different Black communitiés. In terms of field
research, this involved the author in travelling
up and down Britain with these groups, following

in the trail of their "conferences" and "workshops"

ags they move from city to city.8

Number of participants in these conferences
varied enormously, depending partly on the issue
or issues that were to be dealt with at any given
time. It is difficult to arrive at reliable figures
of the genuine following of these Black
organisations, There is no formalised structure
of the organisations and it is sometimes impossible
to say who are leaders and vho are followers, or who
are simply sympathisers, The lowest number of
participants at any one meeting or discussion or
"cultural evening" that this author has recorded

was thirty. Here the subjects for discussion or
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evaluation, or the activities to be undertaken,
were distinctly local in natﬁre. On the other
hand, the highest number recorded was well over
two thousand, as at the National Conference on
the Rights of Black People held in London in May
1971, (discussed in chapter 8). These figures
form the two extremes., Estimates on the basis of
regular turnouts to meetings and activities
range from one hundred to two hundred and fifty,
at any one venue. The mean age of participants
was twenty-eight years, and there were usually

roughly equal numbers of men and women,

On the basis of the total Black West Indian
population in Britain, one could conclude that
the demonstrable numerical strength of specifically
Black consciousness is not very significant. But
this conclusion can only be granted if we accept
the notion that genuine interest in Black identity
and consciousness is to be measured in terms of a
participation index. The Black Power groups in
Britain may not seem to have the numerical support
that they might. But the reasons are not simply a
question of lack of support. Many of the older
Black immigrants (the first generation) while fully
backing Black Power groups, do not normally attemd
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the activities. Interests in Black goings-on is
always there, but it will require more directed
leadership to exploit the situation. Sustained
support of Black Power comes more clearly from the
young Black men and women born in Britain. The
support of the "young blood" (as the youths are
affectionately called) in Black Power organisations
is a rough index of the future strength and growth

potential of Black protest in Britain.

Finally on West Indians, In this thesis a
distinction is made between the ordinary supporter
of a cause such as Black identity, and the Opinion
Leader. By Opinion Leaders is meant those West
Indians who hold special community status, and who
use the status to act as spokesmen for the Black
community. They need not be the regular spokesmen.
Their distinctive feature is that they demonstrate
considerable knowledge of community problems as
well as national problems. Black Community Relations
Officers, Black Teachers and Black Lawyers, if

practising in Black communities, play this role,

Role-playing, of course, is a highly important
concept in sociolozy, anthropology and social
psycholegy. In sociological research, it is tied

up with the notion of symbolic interaction which
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we mentioned in the Introduction. The strategy
of role-playing has its merits and demerits. The

considerztion of some of these is our next concern.

Role-Playings and Participant Observation

Although it can be stated that participant
observation is a reasonzbly reliable way of
obtaining descriptions and sociological datum, it
has drawbacks and demerits which the sociologist

should constantly keep in mind.

For instance, there is the constant risk of
over-involvement with the community being studied.
The dangers are more or less, according to the type
of commitment established. In many cases, the only
safecuard the researcher has against this completely
destroying his objectivity, is to "honestly" and
explicitly state his value premises so that readers

can judre the relative merit of the research.

But take agsin the problem of successfully
breskine off one's relationship with the community
or co-munities at the end of the research, This
sonnds simnle enough, But it is a post-research
problem which has landed countless sociolosists,

this author included, in moral dilemma,

By fzr the most fundamental criticism often
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brousht against participant observation and role-
playing, however, concerns the presumed lack of
replication of studies utilizing this method. It
is often argued that this lack of replication makes
interpretation of research merely the "subjective"
interpretation of the researcher. We shall discuss
the validity of this criticism shortly when we take
up the problem of intersubjective understanding.
The happy medium between symbolic identification
and the scientific standards of reseach is an ideal
which has long been discussed by sociologists.
Clearly, while it might not be possible to achieve
this hapnpy state in all situations and in each
research endeavour, the onus is on the sociologist
to seek for this deal in the task of explaining the
essence of "the everyday life." And this might

mean fully and completely "teking the role of the

other",

In the field research for this thesis, carried
out between September 1970 and October 1971, the
author succeeded in grasping a social situation
firmly and intersubjectively, yet objectively.

The author's experience zs a participant observer
was fruitful precisely because he was able to

identify with his subjects. His experiences in
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Britain in immigrant communities were really the
crux of the success., Having himself lived in
Britain for ten years by the period of the research,
it was relatively easy to "melt into" the symbolic
life of the West Indians with a sensitive awareness
of many of their current problems. The author
having himself experienced many of the problems

of racism, housing and employment problems, and

the socialisation problems with which the immigrants
were so concerned, it was not difficult to grasp
Max Weber's notion that human social action is

also behaviour in the vital sense of having a

kernel of subjective meaning.

And with all this, it can be said that there
was no "Hawthorne effect". DMembers of the communi-
ties did not become conscious of this author's
presence as a researcher and so adjust their
behaviour to match it., Neither were there other
clandestine activities of the groups over and above
those observed in situ. In any case, it can be
argued that when all is said and done, we observe
people as they are subjected to all the structural
constraints of everyday life., It is not to be
supposed that they can mould their actions so

easily to please the observer-researcher,
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The contention that this author's unobtrusiveness
and inconspicuous presence did not lead people to
suppress facts and feelings is partly explained by
two sets of facts. One, in addition to being Black,
the author has had great facility in West Indian
Creole language. And Creole language, long tabooed
in the Jest Indies as not being "proper English", is
now being projected more and more among Blacks in
Britain as a cultural heritage uniquely West Indian,
Creole language is now given the important status of
an element of cultural Nationalism. To have been
able to converse in this language was clearly
advantageous from a research point of view. It
helped to establish rapport, confidence and trust

between researcher and the researched.

Two, in the very early stages of the research
the author had "joined" one Black orgunization in
his local area. This was vital as far as the rest
of organisations in the network were concerned.

If one were to be a true "Brother", one had to prove
oneself., The test came when the author was proved
willing to <ive talks to members of the Black
community on Black History and Culture. The ease
of understanding of the issues which the author

showed, and his being able to formulate the varied
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problems for and on behalf of the Black comnunity
were clearly positively assessed. These exercises
cleared the way for acceptance by other Black groups

in other parts of the countny.9

Finally, the present author's participation
in several street protest demonstrations (protests
about various issues from "Stop the Immigration
Bill" to "Down with Police Brutality of Black

Peovle") was seen as a willingness to do the things

that everybody else was doing.

The first period of the field research was
particulsrly fruitful in bringing the author in
close communication with Black people's activities
and grassroot projects. One could hardly have

wished for a better time to study the modus operandi

of Black Nationalism in Britain. The impending
1971 Immigration Bill, (then on its way through
Parliament) was a crucial factor in mobilsing the
Black vopulation in Britain (against the Bill).
The Bill provided a concrete issue on which to
focus Black discontent, and was the key point of

extensive discussion and evaluation among Blacks

in Britain.

The data gathered at meetings, street demon-

strations, conferences and discussion groups, were
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particularly fruitful for the formation of
hypotheses about Black Nationalism in Britain,

As an original piece of research, this thesis
differs somewhat from the usual sociological
endeavours, insofar as a search for explanatory
theories of causal relationships and uniformities
of social behaviour, led to an examination of some
of the more subtle areas of behaviour that would
probably be missed by the interview-type of

investigation.

The author, having lived the experiences that
wvere coming up for analysis, but having moved out
from the heart of the experiences, as it were, was
really applying the concept of verstehen in its
intellectual sphere.

In the next section the notion of the
researcher's identification with the human actors
of his research is discussed. This also involves
the key concept of verstehen, as it is embodied in

this methodological principle of identification.

On_the Concept of Verstehen in Social Research

The participant observer must know experientially
the values of those he studies in order to adequately

grasp the roots of the social situastion studied.
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This is what subjective identification can

accomplish in social research.

In this particular research, the author's
ethnicity and cultural background were the
advantage as well as the dapger. He had to be

involved as well as detached.

The methodological foundation for the notion
of subjective understanding, in which the social
analyst interprets the social meanings contained
in the culture he investigates, was laid by Max
Weber in his discussion of verstehen as part of the
scientific enterprise in social sciencoa.‘o Weber's
verstehen, as interpreted by Talcott Parsons,
refers to observations and theoretical interpretation
of subjective "states of mind" of actors and meaning
that is thought of in some way “intended", by a
mind or intelligent being of some sort. Of course,
Weber never really, as far as we know, discussed at
any length how verstehen should be practised in
actual social research, But we have enough insight
from the idea to sensitise us to the fact that it
involves identification of the researcher with the

researched in sociological work,

In assigning meaning to the interactive
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meanings of the people studied, attention is drawn
to the fact that all social reality is humanly
meaningful, if precar:l.ous.11 And Sociology is
nothing if it is not the interpretive understanding
of social interaction in order to arrive at 'casually
adequate' explanation. In attempting, in this study,
to explain part of the symbolic universe of a seg-
ment of the Black immigrants, we have developed a
perspective which is one of many possible
perspectives., And the fact that this particular
perspective may not be exactly replicated is certain-
1y not sufficient grounds to invalidate it. On the
basis of insights provided by Weber, we have
utilised participant observation to facilitate a
useful grasp and understanding of the emotional
context in which social action takes place., We

have not lost sight of the complex philosophical

and epistomological problems inherent in any adequate
understanding of the nature of man., But we have
used a 'structure of experience' to explore, in a
preliminary way, the culture and social organisation
of Black immigrants, and this is one of the indices
of subjective adequacy. Indeed, to be objective
about man, we must understand the subjective world
of meanings. Or as Schutz would put it, social
reality is from the very start, an intersubjective
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world, as experienced by what he calls the common-
sense thinking of men in their daily interactions
with their fellow men,.!2

If, as Schutz maintains, commonsense knowledge
of everyday life is sufficient for coming to terms
with our fellow men, and with the cultural objects
of all social reality, then this can only be so
because we take verstehen for granted and use it
as a technique for dealing with human affairs,
Ideally, of course, the categorisation of social
phenomena requires the development of a general
social theory. But in sociology, too little time
has been spent in generating substantive theory.
Generally, as a substitute, a set of more practical
procedures that begin with a set of general questions
asked by the researcher on specific substantive
issues are used. But in practice, the use of some
of these procedures, e.g. formal questionnaires in
a social situation, could be disastrously mis-
leading if it means that questions are asked of
a situation of which one has no prior "working
knowledge"”. Clearly, if one does not have some
partial knowledge of a situation, one does not
know how to frame questions to obtain valid
sociological results. In an ideal situation,
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a combination of observation and interviewing
might produce optimum results, but, on a more
practical note, one might simply not be able to
do both - it depends on the degree of rapport and

goodwill that exists between researcher and the

researched.13

Putting Weber and Schutz together, it seems
that in social research we cannot really afford
to ignore the media of language, cultural meanings,
and symbolic forms. These, together with measure-
ment systems/operationally translate observable
properties of objects and events into theoretically
relevant (commonsense) thinking. Every method-
ological decision presupposes some form of verstehen,
just as every measurement in sociology presupposes
a bounded network of shared meanings - that i1s to
say -~ measurement presupposes a theory of culture.
The measurement of social facts often assume that
certain covert behavioural value, or ideological
attribute, is operative. With this consideration,
it might be stated that the realities of measurement
in sociology can be more appropriately catalogued
as observation, classification and labelling.
Somehow these properties are largely rooted in

the common body of understanding we call the
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language of the everyday.

To grasp the relevance and the meaning of the
cultural symbols around which the culture of Black
Nationalism in Britain is organised, and to explain
the foundations (symbolically and socially) upon
which people have built their lives, sociology's
distinctive offering is sociological theory.
Without constantly examining and re-examining
the structure of our theories so that our
observations, descriptions and social events have
some literal correspondence to what we believe to
be the structure of social reality, we might end
up with what is called measurement by fiat. The
emphasis of this thesis to discover theoretical
forms and catagories from data and the process of
research, contrasts with other customary approaches
which use formalistic theory generated from logical

assumptions or from normative social theory.14

Our focusing on the generation of theory from
data emphasises how men in society do behave rather
than on how we think they ought to behave. In con-
ceptualising subjective meanings, it becomes clear
that verstehen is a complex principle, the full
explication of which inevitably leads into the
arena of the sociology of knowledge. And although
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this thesis, taken as a whole, is a modest contribu-
tion to the sociology of knowledge, this area will

not be explored here, 1

The task of the next chapter is to conceptually
scrutinize key problems of Black Nationalism, That
will be the beginning of a model for the study of

race and ethnic relations.
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CHAPTER 111

ON THE THEORETICAL ISSUES OF BLACK NATIONALISM(i)
-= There is no such thing as a
logical method of having new
ideas.
-= Karl Popper

Definitional and Analytical Problems of Black
ationalism.

Nationalism is perhaps today one of the most
dynamic forces of the twentieth century. Yet, it is
not easy to define, Its essence is many-sided, and
immediately it is mentioned it begs the question of
what constitutes a Nation and raises the question
of whether in fact Nationalism involves a conception

of "national interest" or "nation state".!

Strictly speaking, (in conventional terms)
Nationalism might be thought of as necessarily embody-
ing the concept of the "Nation" as an objectively
concrete entity, with objectively definable territorial
parameters. But these criteria need not be the most
important aspects of modern Nationalism; <they need

not be short term objectives,

In this thesis Nationalism is defined as group
consciousness or consciousness of kind, among West
Indians in Britain. This definition does not entail

that every manifestation of group consciousness among
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minority ethnic groups can be construed as National-
ism. That would be to render the concept meaningless.
The definition given here is derived from field
experience in West Indian social, cultural and poli-
tical activities. The derived definition avoids the
trap of "starting with a definition of nationalism

in general, sticking the word "Black" in front of it,
and think the work is done."2

The definition we have given to Nationalism is
consistent with that given by Malcolm X, one of the
most dynamic and articulate Black Nationalists of re-

cent times., He summed it up as:

.ss the tendency for Black people,..

to unite as a group, as a people, into

a movement of their own to fight faor.
freedom, justice and equality. Animated
by the desire of an oppressed minority
to decide its own destiny, this tendency
holds that Black people must control
their own movement and the political
economic and social institutions of the
black community. Its characteristics
include racial pride, group conscious-
ness, hatred of white supremacy, a striv-
ing for independence from white control,
and identification with black and non-
white opprgssed groups in other parts of
the world.

This seminal definition embodies a number of ideas
crucial to the thrust of this thesis, First, that

Black people's common historical experience is that
of an oppressed group; secondly, that Nationalism
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is a response to this oppression; thirdly, that the
notion of nation-state autonomy is secondary to the as-

piration of autonomy in the Black community, and fourthly,

that Black Nationalism tgkes the same form in different
parts of the world where Blacks have had similar exper-

iences of racism and white oppression,

Undoubtedly, then, the political philosophy of
Black Nationalism must embody the idea of political and
ecomomic autonomy within the Black community. This is
an urge, a desire, a striving of all oppressed Black
peoples; and without hope of self-determination, Nation-
alism is meaningless. This stance is perfectly logical,
and perfectly understandable in the light of the recent
history of Black peoples. Writing on Black Nationalism
in the United States, George Breitman contends that:

black nationalism is a natural outgrowth
of the 350-year subject status of Afro-
Americans and a revolutionary response to
the humiliations and injustices they
gsuffer under the white supremacist domin~
ation of monopoly capitalism. As other
alternatives have been shut off, national-
ism popularised in the slogan of "black -
power™ and "black control of the black
community" has opened out as the most
effective channel through which Afro-
Americans could assert their dignity as
human beings and determine their own

destiny.
Now, West Indians in Britain conceptualise their
experience in similar fashion and verbalise their life-
situation (first in the West Indies, and now in Britain)

in strikingly similar terms. The conclusion to be
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drawn from these similarities in outlook, is that
all variants of Black Nationalism are united by the
common aspiration of self-determination. This was
the whole essence of the so-called "Back-To-Africa
movements" among Black Americans and West Indians
in the early part of this century. Back-To-Africa

vas a wish for self—determination.5

From this analytic standpoint, we may infer
that Black Nationalism in Britain does not involve
the immediate issue of replacing White political power
for Black political power. Nor does it even imply
immediate revolutionary change in the political system,
although revolutionary change is a long-term possibility.
There are more basic issues at stake, and to understand
these issues we have to "go back to history". From
the fifteenth century onwards, West Ipdian society
was founded on violence, bloodshed and war. This was
Thomas Hobbes' "state of nature". At the heart of this
society was the institution of Anglo-European slavery
of Black peoples. African slaves were torn from their
cultural moorings by European imperialists, were taken
to0 the West Indies, separated and atomized into a mass
of individual units and lacking a centre of social
identity (like language, religion or kinship), were
subordinated and subjected to the most extreme forms

of coercion., Out of this historical experience, Black
people in the West Indies, as descendants of those
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slaves, have forged a unique species of Nationalism,
developed directly as a response to the external
forces that made them an aggregate, "things" rather
than people.

This Nationalism can only be understood against
this background. In West Indian terms, Black people
were dehumanized and annexed, completely cut off from
the possibility of being a nation within a territory
of their own with Black political autonomy. Black
Nationalism must therefore be seen as a body of ideas
primarily aimed at forging some semblance of a Black
identity and a unity based on the consciousness of
the cormon past. It aims first and foremost at inject-
ing some form of social, cultural and political aware-
ness in Black people, and aims to mobilize them for
unification into an independent movement for the fight

for national liberatiqn.

Black Nationalism aims at recreating the Black
man's shattered identity. The forging and reappraisal
of this identity can and must take place within the
confines of a nation-state essentially alien to Black
people. For the West Indians in Britain (as for the
Blacks in the United States), the question of a separate
nation-state as an over-riding prerequisite for
Nationalism fades into an incidental position at this

moment in history. The more pressing problem of foster-

ing Black identity and Black awareness or Black con-
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sciousness, is what is vital.

We need not accept the basic premise that the key
to Nationalism is ethnic "groupness", unless that
Nationalism is understood as an ethnic group movement
in which distinctive characteristics of a people are
strongly emphgééd and appraised, indeed, given full
expression on the basis of some unique quality. (cf.

the Ibos in Biafra, and the French in Canada).

Because the cultural dispossession experienced by
Blacks in the West Indies was so complete, an important
component of contemporary Black Nationalism is the pro-
found reappraisal of Black History. A proud history
must be reconstructed, for this is essential for the
gelf-respect and inspiration of present troubles. Thus,
among contemporary Black Nationalists, Toussaint L'
Ouverture, the hero of a successful slave revolution
in French Haiti between 1791 and 1804, stands in high
honour. This is because L'Ouverture, a slave from
birth to age 45, dared to repudiate white rule and cul-
ture and set the Blacks' own definitions and values

while imperialist hegemony was yet at its peak.6

Black West Indians see important lessons to be
learnt from the Haitian revolution. For one, it
showed how an oppressed people, given directed leader-
ship, can take their destiny into their own hands and

create their own self-image. For another, it demon-



62

strated how spontaneous awareness of a people's dignity

and worth may be harnessed to revolutionary ends,

Quite crucially, Black Nationalism revolves on
an axis of Black identity, consciousness of kind and
Black protest. These features have led some writers
to make distinctions between different kinds of National-
isms. Thus, for some, the preoccupation with identity
problems is cultural nationalism, as distinet from
political nationalism in which, presumably, the idea
of the separate nation-state would take primacy. Others
have even suggested two other'categories: religious

T The truth is,

nationalism and economic nationalism,
Nationalism is first and foremost a political concept.
The finer distinctions are only meaningful in an analy-
tic sense, They become gquite unnecessary and perhaps
even meaningless in empirical terms, for what constit-
utes cultural Nationalism is intrinsically and simult-
aneously politiéal and religious (religious i;e, in the
sense of being an invoked and "worshipable" principle).
This is the point that the British Black Power leader
Obi Egbuna makes so0 neatly in his book. In grappling
with the problem of the meaning of Black Power in
Britain he concluded that "Black Power is not just an
jdea we advocate ... It is a very personal thing like

religion and begins with a deep personal conviction."8

Black Nationalism, as we have chosen to define it,
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has at various stages in its growth taken one or other
of these dimensions. In the West Indies, (and to a
large extent in the United States) it is ordinarily
political and cultural, in the sense of demanding self-
determination and automomy within definable boundaries,
(the Black community). In Africa, Black Nationalism

has always been political. The real sociological sig-
nificance of the alternative foci is that Black people
have consistently used religious symbolism and religious
rhetoric to (successfully) harness group identification
and social cohesivemess. (cf. Durkheim's 'The Elementary
Forms of the Religious Life') Usually, underneath the
religious trappings lies secular and political object-
ives, a striving for the coming to terms with this-worldly

rather than other-worldly problems and pleasures.9

In sum, Black Nationalism pulls together wvaried
ingredients that contribute to the complex concept of
Nationalism: language, religion, history, natural re-
sources, defined geographical boundary and other cultural
elements. But all of these do not usually coincide.

And even when they did, these do not necessarily make
for Nationalism. The idea of a nation-state seems to

be logically inherent in some definitions of Nationalism.
In the case of Black West Indians, however, this idea
resides in the background, and may appear later after
emancipation from the burdensome socio-psychological

legacy of slavery and colonialism has been success-
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fully dealt with. This problem of "the Land Question"
has always remained a theme in the ideology of the Black
Muslims in the United States. It was also a central
idea in other Black protest movements in the New World,
notable the Garvey Movement and the National Associa-

tion For the Advancement of Coloured People.

Black Nationalism gua Black protest have found
expression in different spheres of life: in political,
economic, religious, social and cultural spheres. In
this way, it is not to be confused with other forms of
Nationalism such as the Volkgeist European Nationalism
which was distinctly centred on language, history and
geography, or Israeli Nationalism which was centred

primarily on religion and history.

From this focused discussion on Black Nationalism,

we turn next to a more general discussion of this vital

concept.
Nationalism: Fads and Foibles

In this section, Black Nationalism is discussed
in the context of the more ccnventional notions of
Nationalism. What is offered here is a series of
ideas aimed at effecting an escape from the usual
myopic preoccupation with White Nationalism as the

Nationalisme.

Various analytical distortions are common in the
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discussions on Nationalism. For instance, it is often
claimed that the first manifestation of Nationalism

was the French Revolution, It is said that "Nationalism
is the child of the French Revolution,"'0

Again, it is argued that as a doctrine Nationalism
was "invented" in Europe at the beginning of the nine-

teenth centnry.

Both these standpoints are disastrously myopic
and narrow. If Naticnalism is to be related to the
French Revolution, then the most that can be said is
that the Revolution was a catalytic agent in a process
which began in Greek city states and persisted through
Machiavelli to "European inventions",

Another oft-repeated notion found in discussions
on Nationalism is that "Nationalism is a state of mind",
This is the position taken by Hans Kohn, Kohn also says,
in the same breath, that Nationalism is a consciousness,
inconceivable without the ideas of popular sovereignty
preceding it, without a competent revision of the posi-

tion of ruler and ruled, of class and caste.11

But Kohn does not explain himself well. TwoO
things must be said about his perspective., The first
is this: the presupposition that Nationalism demands
a nation-state (territory) exclusively its own, and a
centralised form of government, is not the real crux

of some modern Nationalism. Nor indeed are the ideas
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of class or caste per se the major keys for explaining
Nationalism, although the elements of ethnicity and
race often direct a thought-pattern or consc¢iousness
necessary for nationalism to establish itself. The
second point about Kohn is that his "state of mind"
hypothesis is dangerous orthodoxy. Not only does it
leave the real sources of Nationalistic thought and
action uncharted, but it carries the implication that
the "state of mind" might conceivably be wiped out by
force of pursuasion: then the way toward lasting and
harmonious world order would be free. Besides, Kohn's
idea confounds the sociological with the psychological
levels of explanation. In Nationalism, as in most forms
of collective behaviour, what usually possesses people
is not individual demons, but the social system of which

they are a part.

The Nationalism that springs from the colonial
experience, is, in the final analysis, a social reaction
to racism that is inseparable from colonial practice,
past as well as present. And when in fact we turn to
a consideration of what is generally referred to as
Nationalism in the Third World, (of which Black National-
ism in Britain is an "imported" element) it becomes
abundantly clear that we are confronted with a phenomenon
quite different from European-type Nationalism., We
cannot apply European criteria right across the board.

The type of movement with which Third World Nationalism



67

is concerned is the anti-colonialist nationalism, and
this is not necessarily predicated on the idea of a
nation, not even cultural or ideological unities from
which nations could easily be forged. What unity

there is, is usually based on a negative and common
opposition to the devaluation of an identity structure
of a colonial people who are also caught in the criss-
cross complexities of a stratification system. Anti-
colonial Nationalism must be understood as a "wholesale™

opposition to colonialism, including a colonial economic

status.12

As we shall see below, West Indian Nationalism
has, over centuries rather than decades, been anti-
colonialist Nationalism. It was born out of a desire
to rid the West Indies of foreign domination. Surely,
this does not make this type of Nationalism any less
legitimate than others springing out of other causes,
On this score, Anthony Smith's disputation as to whether
we can, in fact, talk of anti-colonialism as nationalism
is riddled with the European bias. He falls into the
trap of assigning nationalism only to nations, which is a
back-to-front argument, He falls in this trap because
he entertains the misleading conception (as we have
shown) that "the nation-state is the main object of
individual loyalties, the chief definer of man's identity."!3
This may be so. But to insist that there is no National-

ism without a nation-state, is to fundamentally narrow
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the concept and divest it of its dynamism,

All Nationalisms pay allegiance to some body
or collectivity. It may be an ethnic group, a tribe,
a disgruntled segment of a nation, or it may be the
"gtate"., All Nationalisms, furthermore, have some
desire at some stage of their ideological development
to rid their select collectivity of a mode of thought
defined by that collectivity to be undesirable. It
is on this level that all nationalisms resemble each

other in some respects.

We postulate, then, that basically all forms of
Nationalism have characteristics in common. On a
broad general level they can be categorised into (1)
those of majority or dominant groups, and (2) those

of minority or subject peoples.

Majority Nationalism is three-pronged, and the
elaboration of these types does not concern us here.
They are capably dealt with by Louis Wirth in his

14 This type of

discussion of types of Nationalism,
Nationalism usually holds political power in a

territory defined as a realm.

Minority Nationalism characteristically strives
for political and cultural emancipation. This type
is our main concern. It is this type which sometimes
includes political minorities (i.e. groups which are

majorities in their respective societies) but who find
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themselves in a position of minority in a new socio-
cultural environment. Or, what is a more common
experience, political minorities who are indigenous
to a country but are in the minority position (e.g.
Blacks in Rhodesia). More will be said in chapter 5
about the minority-majority dichotomy when we discuss

power.

Obviously, quite different forces produce the
two Nationalisms. But the differences are not reasons
for rejecting the idea that we can construct a theory
of Nationalism. If science proceeds by successive
approximations, (Pareto) it also proceeds by differences.
And the difference between the forces that produce the
jdeal-type Nationalisms we have been discussing lies in
the first type drawing on loyalty from an already exist-
ing state and government, whereas the second type tries
to create new and independent states and government ahd/

or loyalty where there was none before.

The typology which we present below attempts to
give conceptual clarity to the points raised so far in
this section. Nationalism is here represented as a
series of social and cultural expressions with quite
different aims. First, then, type (a). Militant National-
ism, inspite of its interesting probability of outcome,
is not congruent with the aspirations of Black National-
ism. It seeks domination over the majority (i.e. not

necessarily the numerical majority, but the dominant
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group with the most power). (See diagram below).

TYPES OF NATIONALISM

N

Majority Nationalism ’ﬁinority Nationali;;
(e.g.Anti-colonialism)
_A
/Hegemonic Particularistic Marginal \
Nationalism Nationalism Nationalism
[ | |
(a) (v) (c (d)
Militant Pluralistic Seccessionist Agsimila-
Nationalism Natignalism Nationalism tionist

¢ Nationalism

Black Nation-
alism in Britain

This type implies structural features,.in~that there 1is
the requirement that the social system be structurally
compartmentalised into duplicatory, but culturally alike,
gsets of institutions, Militant Nationalism seeks the
replacement of one group of power-holders by another,
with, as Wirth put it, "support from aggressive co-nation-
als from across the border." Militant Nationalism in this

sense, is not the immediate concern of Black Nationalism

in Britain.

Black Nationalism in Britain fits type (b) of this
typology - Pluralistic Nationalism. This type emphasises
the definition of the situation in terms of setting up
and maintaining some degree of(Black) cultural autonomy.
It aims at achieving basic unity and self-direction among
its (in this case ethnic) collectivity. Furthermore, it
seeks and advocates full civil and moral equality for
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its members, within "somebody else's country". In
this way it differs from type (c) which concentrates
on the goal of total separation. When the aspiration
for cultural autonomy and civil equality are met,
there is cultural pluralism in the embryo. Where
these aspirations fail or are definitely denied, then

secession must follow.

Secessionist Nationalism is geared to the pre-
servation of cultural identity, but it does not worry
about full equality for its members on the criteria
applied by the dominant members. For the members
are not really part of somebody else's country. To a
certain extent, the Black Muslims in the United States
are advocating this type of Nationalism.15 Clearly,
they face severe structural problems, and their aspira-
tions imply structural features as applied to Militant

Nationalism mentioned above.

Finally, there is not much one can say about
Assimilationist Nationalism, type (d). In fact, we
could eliminate this from our present discussion, for if
it were adopted by a whole minority group this would
lead to its disappearance anyway. It is by its very

nature a short-lived proposal if it succeeds at all.

We have come, then, to see how the concept of
pluralism may be applied to the study of Nationalism
and to the study of ethnic groups generally, The
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pluralism reported here involves cultural dimensions
in its analysis, based as it is on the cultural
difference of ethnic or other social groups. Where
pluralism exists, any difference in cultural tradition
is allowed full rein and expression.

There is, of course, the danger that ideological
factors may operate to complicate the notion of
pluralism, and to translate relative separatism into
absolute separatism, If this happens, separation
(which is really cultural pluralism) may come to mean

"geparate and not equal."

It would probably not be trivial to say that
when we examine the concept of pluralism along the
analytic dimensions outlined above, all class societies
are in some sense pluralistic - more or less according
to the intensity of ideological conviction of the pre-
sumed rationality of stratification principles. 1In
this sense, M. G. Smith's thesis of the plural frame-
work in the West Indies is important but certainly not
profound, especially since it is meant to demonstrate
that West Indian society is uniquely pluralistic. In
fact, Smith's denial that advanced industrial societies
like the United States &€ pluralistic, fundamentally
contradicts his own thesis. For all his bench-marks
of pluralism: racism, religious escapism and religious
fragmentation, charismatic leadership, social and polit-
ical dissent and social instability, are endemic in
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American social structure.16

Surely, the crux of pluralism is not whether a
society is of mixed ethnic groups or not, but rather,
bears on what sort of stratification principles exist
in a particular society, and on what sort of power-
relations exist. A specific type of power-relations

will create pluralism even of an ethnically homogeneous

groupe

We will now consider how, if at all, sociological
theory may come into its own to throw light on our
understanding of Black Nationalism.

Black Nationalism and Sociological Theory

We can successfully approach the problem of social
behaviour through the careful study of the forms which
impel the actions of people. That is to say, we can
examine how, as a preliminary to any socially-conditioned
act of behaviour, there is always a stage of examination

and assessment - a dynamic assessment of the situation.17

In minority-group relations, we lack a logically
interrelated system of propositions as well as any sub-
stantive theory of even the lowest order, And while
much has been written about minority groups in general,
very little effort has been made in Britain to synthesise
theoretical formulations into a scientific framework

sufficiently close to the operational level to be direct-
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1y or indirectly testable. This thesis attempts such

a task.

The material in this thesis is constantly related
to theoretically relevant concepts, and in this way it

facilitates the "growing up" of sociology and a
strengthening of sociological analysis in explaining

minority situations.

Sociology must break away from its preoccupation

with reified concepts like integration, assimilation,

discrimination and adaptation and add new elucidative
elements to the understanding of minority group relations.
But it can only do this when it has grasped the roots

of the problem from the point of view of cultural belief
systems and cultural socialisation. In addition to re-
jecting the pseudo-functionalist stance which tries to
explain social phenomena largely in terms of "value
commitment” and "social control", we do not accept

the particular Marxist standpoint which insists that

all the societal conflicts in the urban community are
ultimately traceable to, and explicable in terms of,
conflicts between capital and labour.

Rather, we postulate the conflict in terms of
racism, which as an independent variable exists largely
uninfluenced by the particular narrow econdémic life
histories of the individuals within the society. Ethnic

relations are conceptualised as a distinctive form of
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gtratification which raises unique theoretical issues
that cannot be resolved through an application of the
conventionalised stratification theories. Conflicts
between Black and White in Britain are based on
differential accessibility to structural opportunities,
power, influence, rewards and privileges. But they are
also based quite convincingly on ethnic groupmembership
per se. This makes the conflicts between the two groups
one element of ethnic stratification which neither a
simple old-fashioned Marxist class conflict nor so-
called "culture conflict" can explain. Both may be
present; but what is more important from a sociological
point of view is the nature of racist popular beliefs
about Black people. These beliefs, as cultural cate-
gories, (Bocial-structurally grounded) operate to give
a delicate balance between economic and racial conflict.
Racism becomes highly contingent with "economic" strati-

fication and power relations,

When minority group relations are conceptualised
in this way, the phenomenon of Black Nationalism is seen
to be not the central factor in explaining "race

relations" - in the sense that it is not an independent

but a dependent variable. The emergence of Black National-

ism is explicable in terms of White belief systems and
in terms of the dynamics of the social-relational con-
text in which the beliefs are manifested in concrete

behaviour. The belief system of the British (concerning
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Black people) contains negative definitions, fabricated
and normalised during Anglo-Saxon slavery of Blacks and
in the process of colonial domination of Blacks., The
white racism which is derived from this experience de-
termines the programmatic orientations of the Blacks
living in Britain, and in order to explain white prejudice
in contemporary Britain we must explore beyond the now-
situations to the structural and historical conditions
that engendered Black and White contact and praxis.

If sociology is to offer theoretical guidelines
and insights for the understanding of minority group
relations, it must be cognizant of the fact that theory
always surrounds a practical kernel., it must therefore
undertake conceptualisations which depict social relations
that are capable of being brought into correspondence
with the experiences they define. To achieve this end,
sociology might have to resist the témptation to gather
a bewildering number of facts, if these facts show an
absence of explicit theoretical generalisations or tenta-
tive propositions. In the short run, it might even have
to minimise the importance of the narrow historicity of
behaviour (or the metaphysics of human life), and focus

on the broader macro-sociological forces of the human

condition.

Having established the outlines of the relations
sought in this thesis, it now remains to build a model
(structural-Processual) of Black Nationalism. By speci-
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fying how a number of sociological variables are in
fact related, both in space and time, we arrive (in
chapter 9) at a sociological explanation of Black

Nationalism in Britain., The next task, however, is

an elaboration of a structural-processual model,

A Structural-Processual Approach to Black Nationalism

This thesis utilises what can be termed a
structural-processual model of society. By explicating
the social-structural locus of human behaviour, the
model illuminates the essence of the man-made aspects
of the arrangements of social systems such as labour-

wage arrangement and class-status relations.

Structure, as used in sociology, implies the
institutional (i.e. long-lasting) bases of ideas
and action in society. And social structure is used
to define not only the patterns of social relations,
buf also the belief systems and ideological construct-
ions that are interwoven with them - what Gunnar Myrdal

calls "popular theories".

Processual is used here to indicate that the
theories or beliefs which one set of actors has of
another, come into play in the process of social

interaction. They are acted out in this context.

Now, it is important to insist on the analytic
distinction between structure and process. Process

is a concept very close in meaning to culture, but it
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is not identical with it. Although culture is commonly
used as a "rubber" concept in sociology, and is readily
stretched to conform to various analytic requirements,
it has rather specific meanings. We mean by culture
the ways of action learned over time; ways based on
norms and values in a society, and geared to guiding
standards of behaviour, Culture therefore has to do
with standards, while structure has to do with the
clustering of men in patterned ways which, incidentally,
may or may not be underpinned by norms and values.18
The patterned behaviour not underpinned by normative

standards constitutes the problem area in sociology

known as non-=conforming or "deviant" behaviour,

Conceptually, it could be a dangerous business
to assign patterns of behaviour as cultural simply
because they are "o0ld" or well-established. For if
this is done, there is the accompanying implication
that any traits or behaviour so labelled are normative
and hence "natural®" (like the supposed xenophobia of
the British people) and therefore somehow desirable.
Such arguments could conceivably be used to suggest
that racism is a cultural norm, in the sense of being
a ready-made set of definitions of outgroup peoples,
as well as a blueprint for action., PFrankly, this
would not be problematic (or at least not to the same
extent) if people were prepared to accept racism in

Britain as indeed a cultural norm, and also accept the
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implications for social structure, But because racism
is denied, we are left with problematics - struggling
to explain why people who presumably are not racists

behave nontheless strangely like they were.

It is easy enough to strip racism from its
structural-socio-logical locus. This thesis aims to
locate the structural concepts bearing on Black National-
ism, and racism is one such variable. Sociologically,
this nationalism is a conflict group, and the conflict
must be explained in the process of social relations.
Social conflict, which is ubiquitous and inevitable in
social life, is a process which is continuously taking
shape in social structure. It is useful to stipulate
this, since it is ordinarily treated by sociologists
as a "condition", (as Galtung has done) or as a devia-
tion from normative value orientations.19 The process
approach used here is consistent with that of Lewis
Coser who defines social confliect in process terms,
defining it as a struggle over values and claims to

gcarce status, power and resources.20

Conflict and competition spring out of the scarcity
of resources, including power, of social life., As such,
they are properties of social collectivities, and here
form one ingredient in a sociology of minority group
relations. "Race relations" or minority group relations
may thus be conveniently viewed as inter-group power

conteats, or as power struggles harnessed to the his-



torical process. And any purposive social action
contains assessment of the control of resources,
including power and ideological institutions. The
rationale for designating this theoretical sketch
structural-processual is that social conflict as an
element in ethnic social relations implies inter-

action between groups whose raison d'étre is structurally
grounded, as opposed to being the psychological con-
dition of isolable individuals,

The term structural-processual seems to sum up

sufficiently tersely the ramifications of social action.

We make sociological inroads in the understanding
of Black Nationalism when we grasp the situational con-
text of conflict and competition over the use and control
of scarce resources, including such resources as pri-
vilege, status and opportunity structures. In this
connection, the relations posited several years ago
by Robert Park and Ernest Burgess, and which have been
imbibed by countless sociologists, fail miserably.
Park and Burgess postulated that situations of ethnic
contact gave rise to a cycle of competition, conflict,
accommodation and assimilation.21 They posit conflict
as a "stage" in ethnic assimilation, and underplay
power and racism as variables worth considering.

This stance, in the light of the present analysis,
is clearly empirically jejune. The exercise of, and

the differential access to, social power generates
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opposition and consequently social conflict. This
conflict becomes the lubricating process of social
relations, not a soon-to-be-passed "stage". Conflict
promotes the formation of groups generally, (and the
unification of Black groups in this case) making for

contra-cultures or subcultures. (cf. Georg Simmel)

Contra-cultures arising from social isolation
and defined shared fates on the one hand, and racism
perpetuating and justifying . superordinate/subordinate
power relations on the other, constitute prerequisites
for participation in social movement by the minority
group.22 In the light of these considerations, this
model could alternatively be designated as a power-
conflict model, having a central principle the idea
that social structures are products of social constraints,
That is, they are authority structures with higher and

lower echelons,,and power structures with more or less

echelons.

When racism is used to maintain a specific power-
relations, and is applied to guarantee minority or
Black inferiority (and this, really, is part of the
definition of racism) then ethnic assimilation in the
Park and Burgess sense is a non-starter. What happens
in such situations, is that each distinct population
(Black immigrant and White Britons, say) seeks to main-

tain the political, economic and social conditions that
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are at least compatible with the institutions existing
before contact. In such situations of social conflict,
the social institutions and culture of the parties to
the conflict must be understood and explained in terms
of what Jokn Rex calls the "institutions of the truce",
Each party musters what resources it can and mobilises
compliance with its values and interests that are vested
in the interaction situation. This truce situation is
obviously a harnessing of social conflict so0 as to pre-
vent it from erupting into bloody violence and revolution.
The groups are sharing the same eco-system, but they do
not completely share in the overall ideals of that order

or system.

The truce situation is distinctly a prologue to a
pluralist rather than an assimilationist outcome. Race
relations in such situations (Blacks in Britain) is not
how to get people to conform to some overall set of norms,
put how to keep relations congenial enough to allow
meaningful interaction to obtain. It becomes a question
of how best to balance the relations between those who
have a premium on social power (including economic power
or what Max Weber calls "market power") and those who
are powerless or have the smallest amount of the overall

power allocation. Race-relations become, essentially,

power relations.

In chapter 5 the problem of power relations and

its relation with social stratification ‘is. discussed.
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Before that, however, the relations between racism
and Black Nationalism must be spelled out. To this

task we now turn.
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CHAPTER 1V

RACISM AND BLACK NATIONALISM IN PERSPECTIVE

— It is not possible to enslave men
without logically making them
inferior through and through. And
racism is only the emotional,
affective, sometimes intellectual
explanation of this inferiorization.

-~= Frantz Fanon

'Economic Man' Racism, and Counter Racism:Dialectics
We have analysed some of the basic theoretical
issues facing a sociology of Black Nationalism, and
we have described basic outlines of a structural
model, and séme of the key variables related to it.
Throughout, we have insisted that the phenomenon of
Black Nationalism (and Black protest in the New World
generally) is a function of social-structural white

racism, rather than a reaction to minority status per se.

In this chapter we shall attempt to show first,
how racism has come to be endemic in the culture and
social institutions and the belief system of British
society, and secondly, why this reality has important
bearing on the pattern of race relations in Britain.
Thirdly, it will be shown why white racism is the most
important single social indicator of Black Nationalism.,

By the term racism we mean the peculiar manner in
which a racial group systematically enslave or colonial-

jse or subject to a high degree of exploitation another
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racial group, on the basis of superiority/inferiority
criteria, whatever these are. An operational defini-
tion of racism can thus be summed up as a system of
beliefs or ideology which asserts that certain groups
of human beings are "naturally" or congenitally
inferior to another group. As a set of beliefs
without truth claims, racism maintains that differen-
tiated ethnic groups possess differential potential

with respect to occupying different statuses.1

In the Western world (and in the world of European
Enlightenment which is so bound up with Black history
in the West) white racism appears in the lives of Black
people as the stepchild of slavery. As it appears in
Western civilisations today, it is the product of relat-
ively recent encounters in the movement of people,
(slavery, colonialism, etc.) and was sown in the practice
of dominance-superordinate versus dominated-subordinate
gituations. Oliver C. Cox emphasises in his gigantic
work that racism emanates from Buropean Nationalism and

capitalism when capitalism arose to serve the interests

of the Europeans in three basic ways:

1. By viewing another people as inferior, mentally,
morally and physically, made Jim Crow and Colon-
ialism appear plausible,

2., Being financially advantageous, the capitalists
as a class paid minimum wages to those they
colonised (mainly Blacks) thus realising enormous
profits from their labours.
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3. Racism served surreptitiously to pit the
colonised segments against themselves,
while the colonisers drained any discontent
away from themselves, apglying the strategy
of "divide and conquer".

As we shall go on to show later on in this
chapter, the roots of Anglo-Saxon racism were the
enslavement of Black peoples which lasted for centuries.
Quite crucially, the major rationale for enslavement was
economic, There was enormous gain to be made by the
white slave owners. But as Eric Williams so brilliantly
documented, slavery was not born of racism; rather
racism was the consequence of slavery. A racist twist
was given to what was basically an economic phenomenon,
viz. slavery.J) Because the system of slavery had to be
justified, racist dogmas were evolved, primarily as a
means to excuse and sanction the institution in general,

and the economic exploitation of slaves in particular.4

The dominance of Europeans over non-Europeans (we
are not too concerned with the actual mechanics of this)
was focused on colour, which became the basis for the
imputation of inferiority. Colour, as a symbol of
status and cultural difference was reinforced by bio-
logical arguments which themselves came into prominence
to validate slavery. So basically, imputation of infer-
iority sprang out of economic structures; an economic
pursuit became surrounded with a belief system and
ideological scaffolding which sanctioned that pursuit.
And as Ashley Montagu rightly points out, the short
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step between the physical difference and social status
given to the slaves was soon taken to include biological
difference, thus completing the search for reasons to

justify conduct.5

Racism, of course, had other antecedents besides
slavery and colonization, as for example pariah groups,
isolates and/or annexation practices. The ideological
positions that one group of people is condemned by
nature to inferiority and another destined to superiority,
are old enough ideas - they were central in Plato's
concept of a Republic. But for our analysis the focus
gseemed to have been sharpened and the elaborations re-
fined in close association in time with the advent and
development of Black slavery. The theoretical views of
racial superiority, as they are applied to Black people
in the West, are a product of recent history, and are
relatively recent constructions (since the Enlightenment)
clearly based on colour and physical appearance., The
characterisations have been institutionalised and nor-
malised since the seventeenth century rather than over
e millenium. Racism as an idea-system emerged from
slavery, solidified in colonialism and capitalism and

has been given varied levels of application in contemp-

orary times.

It is well to remember that as a nation Britain
was the dean of slavery and colonialism in the period

of Buropean hegemony. This is too easily forgotten
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when analysis of racial discrimination and Black and
White encounters in Western society are undertaken.
Slavery played the major role in msking racial lines
rigid: it was, by definition a caste-structure. Not
only was the whole regime deliberately and consciously
geared to ensure that the slave should never at any
time be the equal of his master; but it sought all the
"blessings" it could get to rationalise the structure,
So, in support of the basic economic arguments for
slavery came theological justifications, on the grounds
that the "Negro" was a heathen and a barbariun, a des-
cendant of Noah's son Ham, cursed by God and doomed

to be a servant for ever as the price.6 Racism is not

a psychological quirk,

When slavery ended, the caste-like structures
remained, wherever Black and White were in interaction.
The targets of racism were clearly defined, and once
that was done, it is not difficult to imagine how
social, political and cultural factors were invoked
to serve to intensify and escalate what has come to be
called the "racial struggle". It is this struggle
which political leaders often seize to manipulate,
thereby encouraging additional cleavage defined as
racial, or encouraging ethnic stratification. In
practice, the real roots of the conflicts are never
explored or understood. Hence, it is not uncommon

for "racial" battles to be fought over what are
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ostensibly the non-issues of an ethnic group situation.

What is problematic about racism in Britain (as
we hinted above) is that the British, (including many
students of society) see themselves as a non-racist and
tolerant people. But, as should have been clear by now,
the British as a nation had no choice but to be racist.
Slavery and colonialism were racist-producing processes,
Racism as an ideology accompanied and rationalised a
dominant power position in which contrasts between upper
and lower statuses were unmistakably clear., The ideology
that emerged from an Empire "on which the sun never sets"
was a highly reassuring ideology, because it convinced
members of the dominant group (Britishers) that their
ascendancy was no historical accident, but was part of

a natural cosmic and divine order.

Crucially, Britain has always invoked elements of
a racist theory to justify its patronage of Black colon-
ials, many of whom are now in Britain. In Britain the
underlying racist belief system must be applied. Its
application forces the Black immigrants into the role
and status of a pariah group and secondly establishes
them as convenient scapegoats who in time of ecrisis
are sitting targets for racially-toned accusations.
The indication of the Black immigrant as a scapegoat
is a social mechanism of the white society, and not
purely a psychological phenomenon, It cannot be said

that White attitudes to Blacks are neutral, nor can it
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be supposed that if the Black immigrant "adopts some
of British middle class values, he will be accepted
(as Professor Kenneth Little believes), that "if

West Indian immigrants want middle class people as
neighbours they must adopt middle class ways them-
selves."7 This, surely, is a profoundly naive per-
ception of the reality. It is racism which deter-
mines the way Blacks in Britain are treated, and it is
racism which influences the White behavioural predis-
position to Blacks. This racism can be minimal.or

maximal, of first-order or second-order, but it is

still racism.

To try to explain the structure and dynamics of
Black and White relations in Britain in terms of the
ngtranger" hypothesis, or in terms of "newcomer" syn-
dromes, or in terms of immigrant-host frame of refer-
ence is sorely inadequate, if taken by themselves., It
is not even the similarity of ethos, (or what Schermer-
horn calls cultural congruence) or consensus of views
that are the factors of importance in the explanation,
but the fact of racism. If cultural congruence were the
essence, the West Indian, being the most Anglicised of
all colonial immigrants in Britain should have no problem
"integrating." But we know differently; we know that the
West Indian faces the severest problems of acceptance in
Britain, inspite of his Anglo-Saxon (or Afro-Saxon) out-
look.8 His values are more Anglo-Saxon by far than say

the Jews, the Italians or the Poles. But in reality
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he is what Michael Banton calls the "archetypal stranger".

White attitudes are not everywhere¢ "making concess-
ions" for the Black Britons, as Banton supposes. Students
of society have not really come to grips with the problem
of racism, and they have tended to overlook the fact
that the tide of racism continues to flow long after it
has started. Indeed, given structural conduciveness it
will not ebb at all unless action is taken at the level

of ideas, at the structural level,

Thus, like the American situation, the principal
obstacles to "good" race relations in Britain lie on the
white side of the colour line., Here, Gunnar Myrdal's
observations of the American dilemma are instructive,
as we shall see later., Myrdal's major hypothesis, arrived
at nearly thirty years ago, was that despite major econ-
omic, social and political factors, at bottom the "race

issue" was an ideological question.9 So too is the British

situation,

Black Nationalism in the Western world is the dia-
lectical response to intransigent white racism. It is
counter-racism, an antidote to the marginal status-
positioning and open exploitation of Blacks in recent
history. It invariably involves the reappraisal of the
historiography of Black people in the search for a suit-
able context of identity. In addition to forcefully

asserting the uniqueness of the Black experience, it
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stands as an urgent reminder that the race varisble is
of first importance. in the theoretical appraisal of
the complexity of contemporary cosmopolitan life., As
a derivation of a heritage of anger, misery and frus-
tration of Black people as a whole, it manifests an
all-round state of high tension, with a generalised
tendency to aggression or even violence. But what
really makes it likely that racial violence will occur
in Britain in the future is not the preaching of the
advocates of Black Power, or the visit to Britain of
"two Americans preaching Black violence."™ It is the
denial of racism and the complacency of those whé make
crucial decisions affecting Black people that will
trigger off violence.

To understand the dynamics of Black Nationalism,
we must first understand the heritage of Black debase-
ment. In this light Black protest takes the shape of
a rejuvenating force, assisting Blacks to vent their
fury over the mutilations of the past. And Black
Power is the actual medium of expression of Blackness,
and of new definitions, a reordering of the world
according to the subjectively meaningful typifications
of everyday life. It is therefore not possible to
grasp the activities and aspirations of Blacks unless
we categorise those activities and aspirations relative
to those of the wider social system in which behaviour
transpires. It is to facilitate this categorisation

that certain kinds of variables have been selected
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(such as racism and power-relations) as highly signifi-

cant, and as components of a theory of Black Nationalism.

Although we postulate that Black Nationalism is
a function of white racism, and although we have speci-
fied this function, in order to be able to predict out-
comes from the relationship, we must utilise variables
which happen to be exogenous to the frame-work. Thus,
the history of racial slavery is exogenous in the sense
of having no direct relation with the other variables.
It is a"given" in the sense that it cannot be explained
by the model in hand. The type of explanations which
have been suggested here might be called "field theory",
because the universe of societal configuration (as for
example belief systems) gua cultural elements, are primary
essences of the total society, located in the cultural
framework. The structural model is one in which it is
possible to use a limited amount of information to derive
general propositions by means of contingent propositions.
In this sense, then, the approach favours the macro-
dynamic analysis of social systems. The following
sections will aim to show how ideas have biographies

of their own.

Group Boundaries and the Cultural Perception of Race

OQur analysis now presents the notion that it is

impossible to understand group differentation and inter-

group linkages, (in Britain at any rate) without the
consideration of social identity, by which we mean the
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social categories, groups and roles to which individ-
uals see themselves as belonging. This identity must
be clearly distinguished from identities that are de-
rived from personal attributes. Identity, as we use
the concept here, requires sociological, as opposed

to psychological explorations and explanations - even
though groups,‘roles,and“stafus categories are as much
psychological concepts as they are sociological. As we

shall see below, the two levels invariably interlace,

In detecting and evaluating the life-complex of
Blacks in contemporary Britain, it is easy to misunder-
stand the reality of the Black community and its
relationship to the white community. And this for a
number of reasons, some of which will be the subject
of this section. We may summarily state the following

to comprise the core of the present problem.

First, Blacks in the western world have historically
been defined in stereotypic terms. Second, consensus
on these definitions have never really been lacking,
inspite of new social realities which invalidate the
theoretical views about Blacks.‘ Third, it has become
increasingly clear that the roles and status-
positioning of Blacks in Britain have multi-faceted
rationalisations in Western philosophy, theology, ethics,

economics, biology and history.

In the sociology of literature is to be found
some of the firmest roots of Black caricature, mortised
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with the history of slavery of which we spoke above.
Discussants on race relations in Britain frequently
ignore belief systems, or they fail to spell out what
beliefs (particularly those about out-groups) are and
how they might have been crystallised., I, the beginning
of Anglo-Saxon slavery, as now, the Englishman's ethno-
centricism has severely distorted his perception of
African culture. As Winthrop Jordan has reminded us,
the crucial factor in this distortion was decided on
the basis that no matter how great the actual and
observed differences were among "Negroes", none of

these Black men seemed to live like Englishmen.1o

Thus, although the Englishmen could, in the period
up to the sixteenth century, legally enslave one another,
they did not do so in any serious way. In addition to
the fact that Englishmen generally were anxious to avoid
this status, there was the very important idea that common
brotherhood in Christ, which presumably all Englishmen
had, imparted a special quality of exemption. In order
to make the concept of Slavery applicable to real human
beings, it was developed and institutionalised and demon-
strated on an "ideal" group of people - the Blacks. The
African was latched unto as the answer, and it was in
this context that the idea arose that so long as there
were ample supplies of these demonstrably strange and
different creatures, unquestionable heathens who could

play slave roles, then Britons never, never, shall be
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slaves.

In England, perhaps more than in any other Europ-
ean country, the concept of "Blackness" was loaded with
intense meaning. This was not only important if Britons
were not to enslave one another: it established several
disciplines on a pseudo-intellectual plane from whence
they could be invoked to attest to the desirability or
goodness of the system. So it was that in the period of
Anglo-Saxon slavery after 1550, "Blackness" was given its
position in the English vocabulary and in the English-
man's conception of the world. Learned men in Britain
presented the English public with a Black caricature
which was to remain embedded in the minds and wvalue
system of the British to contemporary times. The des-
criptions which started out as "mere" justifications
for slavery reached the English reading public in a
matter-of-fact way, being taken (as indeed they were
intended to be) as universal natural characteristics
of the African. Surveys of British attitudes in recent
years show clearly that the British have unmistakable
(stereotypic) ideas and popular theories about Blacks,
even though quite unable to say precisely how or where

these ideas were acquired.

From a sociological perspective, this is a key
point, For the transmission of ideas in society (ideas
as cultural categories) does not automatically imply

transmutation of these ideas. Many make several gene-
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rational transitions without obvious revision or quali-

fication.

11

On, then, to locate some more idea sources., In

eighteenth century Britain, the widely-read Gentleman's

Magazine of London suggested that "the Negro is possessed
of passions not only strong but ungovernable...[he iﬂ
warlike and unmerciful, selfish and deceitful, at best a
terrible husband, a harsh father and a precarious friend."
This Magazine, perhaps the most widely read periodical

of its time, was effective in disseminating fictional
ideas about the "Negro". But it was not alone., From

the sixteenth to the nineteenth century, Blacks in the
Englishman's universe of discourse, were described, ex-
plained and generally misinterpreted by several genera-
tions. The end result has been (in contemporary times)

a garbled, confused, distorted and often fictional
account of the African and Black people, The African,

it was said, "are very greedie eaters and noless drinkers
... very lecherous and theevish and much addicted to
uncleanliness... they are beastly in their living."

Bryan Edwards, the Jamaican planter and English politician
was one of a long line of influential men who saw it as
their responsibility to "intellectualise" the descriptions
of Blacks., Another such man was his friend Edward Long,
historian, planter and politician, who went out of his
way to equate the "Negro" with the animal kingdom. This
can be extended to include other standard figures in the
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annals of English history and literature: George Best,
David Hume, Anthony Trollope, Charles Kingsley, John
Ruskin, Thomas Carlyle, and of course Shakespeare is
well known for throwing in the spicing of sexual imagery
in his portrayal of Blacks, and Rudyard Kipling's notion
of the "lesser breeds" is equally well known.

By the early nineteenth century, the English took
it for granted that, among all the other things they
had heard of Blacks, they were promiscuous, strongly
sexed, indolent and lazy, lethargic and full of rhythm.
By the 18408 when Thomas Carlyle wrote his infamous
Occasional Discourse on the Nigger Question, Black was
firmly rooted in the English mind as a negative concept.
This was a cultural gain, White and Black connoted
social and cultural opposites: purity and filth, virgin-
ity and sin, virtue and baseness, beauty and ugliness,
beneficénce and evil, god and the devil.,'? 11 the
sharpness of the Black caricature were subsequently

raised to the level of acceptable political debate
(cf. p.148 and footnote 13, chapter 6).

What is crucial here, of course, is not the simple
fact that one group of people said unkind things about
another, This is commonplace enough., What is terribly
vital is that the descriptions and caricatures with

which we are concerned were forged as a justificatory

deux ex machina.
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In this very vital sense, the descriptions were
impervious to new ideas and new experiences. Thus, the
presence in Britain since 1945 of 2% million Blacks has
done no more than to tap hidden springs of English racism
which had long remained invisible and inoperable., White
perception of Black colonial or ex-colonial immigrants
has revived boundaries of race rather than created them
anew, The immigration did not create the perceptions; it

took them out of cold storage.

Finally, to conclude this brief discussion, it must
be remarked that the psychological dimension of race
relations helps to make certain kinds of social unifor-
mities more clearly apparent and comprehensible, Certain
psychological assumptions might even contribute to the
simplification of theory. The definition of the situation
notion, for instance, includes the perception of race
as a social category, and this implies that in the long
run, we are incorporating in our model both social-
psychological (definition of the situation) and societal
variables. This is not to suggest that Black National-
ism is a phenomenon to be explained in terms of psycho-
logy. The hypotheses derivable from this study of Black
Nationalism are only psychological in-so-far as social
action which it describes incorporates the dynamics of

human motivation. The next section explores some

motives of racism.
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The Biography of Ideas on Race: Meanings, Motives,

and Remedies

Far more important than crude psychologism for the
understanding of Black Nationalism 1is the logic of
social #ituations - the dialectics of meanings,

There is a generally-held notion in Britain that
the main reason why the Black immigrant is rejected is
because he is strange and alien, and that in any case,
the Blacks are quite "touchy" on matters of race and so
like to "stick together". Most of these arguments are
notorious for putting the cart before the horse (more
on this in chapter 9). As we have shown above, there
are ideas about Blacks depicting them as amoral and
smbsocial; and this is the crux of all their rejection,
not the "stranger" hypothesis or the presumed myopia of
cultural intolerance created by xenophobia.

What is often overlooked is that racism in Britain
is always denied or camauflaged. Because of the complex
nature of social stigma and social rejection of Blacks
in Britain, we shall utilize a dichotomous distinction
between maximal racism and minimal racism to throw
light on the problem. The crux of the distinction de-
pends on whether the criteria of racial distinction are

absolute or not (i.e. deemed absolute).

Where the distinction is reckoned to be absolute



101

or extreme, that is, where the distinction between the
subordinates and superordinates is one of kind and not
of degree, we can speak of maximal racism. A situation
of maximal rscism exists in South Africa and Rhodesia,
t0 name two contemporary examples. Britain's historical
record of slavery and colonialism, on the other hand,
presents a rather peculiar case of maximal racism. For
out of this experience arose ideas on the inherent
superiority of people with lighter colour together with
its obverse, the inherent inferiority of people with
dark colour., And in Britain this notion has been in-
tellectualised to convey the meaning that this state of
affairs is not arbitrary, but is the natural working
out of vaguely conceived biological forces that bestow
intelligence and moral qualities unevenly on different

racial aggregations.13

Minimal racism, theoretically, defines darker people
as backward, or "less evolved", different in degree but
not in kind from their masters (past or present),
thereby capable, with training and education, to rise
from their lowly position to a status of equality with
the ruling grou.p.14 Although this current is typified
in Britain (mainly on the political Left), it must
necessarily face ideological pitched-battles with that
current of British history of slave rapacities which
placed Black people in the great mass of ™lower races".

In Britain then, there is a sort of tug-of-war between
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an application of maximal and minimal racism. Colour
distinctions tend to blot out all othér'distinctionms,
and maximal racist themes monopolise the defining per-
ceptions of the social field. Blacks are defined as
inferior, but through no fault of their own; rather,
through "accidents" of history which make some men

rulers and other slaves and servants.

A1l this means, in practical terms, that however
much the West Indian, say, becomes middle-class (accor-
ding to British criteria), he is still, in terms of the
overall ideational structure, an outsidef, a marginalists,
Thus, arguments like that of Kenneth ILittle's referred
to above, can only be regarded as sociological mediocrity.
Even incidents of occasional exogamy (which usually
come under heavy attack and is regarded with aversion
by Whites) do not alter the general thrust of the ob-
servations made here., Exogamy, as a form of social
interaction, does not bridge the gulf between men of

different colour where racist beliefs are in play.

The outcome of the tug-of-war which was mentioned
above gives rise to another conceptual distinction which
can be called the distinction between first-order racism
and gsecond-order racism. The practical consequences of
Britain's slave relationships of the past are only now
fully revealed as Britain must face up to the task of

treating the descendants of their former slaves as full
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and equal citizens. The confrontation of this problem
creates the British Dilemma. But, unlike Gunnar Myrdal's
notion of the American Dilemma which he said was a moral
Dilemma, making for moral uneasiness, we postulate that
the British Dilemma is not a moral thing,.

For the British, Blacks (and the treatment of Blacks)
were never problematic in any moral sense. Slavery as
a system had no sentiment. Slaves were an aggregate of
humanity, a blank which was to be filled in by ascript-
ions attributed to the most salient features of the
"difference”" namely, to colour and to the traits dis-
played in slave relationships.'”?  For Myrdal, Ameri-
cans apparently suffered from a basic ambivalence because
they embraced, on the one hand, the Christian democratic
tenets of the "American Creed", and on the other con-
tinuously and consistently engaged in unChristian and
undemocratic valuations in defining relations between

Black and White, In Britain, we see no reason to suggest

that there is any moral twinge.

Second-order racism operates as a belief system
about Blacks in such a way as to neutralise any valua-
tion inconsistencies. These beliefs operate at societ-
al levels and are invoked from what is regarded as a
"natural" frame of reference. Justifications for racist
ideas become verbalised with an air of spurious plausi-

bility. Second-order racism.can be shown hypothetically
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as follows:

Proposition A: (Of Black immigrant) It is not because
of his race or col-
our why we do not
employ him/her, etc.
It is because his/
her qualifications
are inadequate.

But, Proposition B: In the first place
his/her (inadequate)
qualifications were
a function of his/
her race in that
they were the pro-
ducts of racism,

Thus, Race is the domi-
nant factor in
Proposition A;

And Proposition B
is derived from
Proposition A,

Therefore, a fortiori, The rejection in
the first place 1is

clearly based on
racist reasons,
But it is made to
appear innocently
neutral.

As soon as the Black immigrant is identified, various
excuses are given by the white society for his unworthi-
ness - from those given about his being irredeemably
subsocial, to the contention that if Blacks want to be

accepted they must conform and become more English.
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But, as we have clearly shown, the Black is "English"
enough, yet he is not accepted. So that is not the
remedy. And the problem of rejection does not consist
of, or have close relation to, the various social trends
in the socio-political or narrow economic arena. People
practising racism actually perceive one set of reality,
but believe another (cultural-objective wversus cultural-
ideational perception). The Black immigrant becomes a
stranger because, being placed outside the White cultural
group, yet confronting it, he invariably resorts to
creative efforts to relate one set of reality with the
other. It is the dynamics of the ensuing unstable re-
lationship (between Black and White) which propels the
whites to what E. J. B. Rose and his associates call a

predisposition toward rejection.

Clearly, the predisposition springs from idea-
systems, If changes are to occur in the life history of
the relationship, then they must occur in people's
beliefs and valuations, quite apart from any purely
social trends which may be in motion. If sequences of
definitions are adhered to over several generations,
they become self-reinforcing - they become "natural”
to the degree that premises are built on them without
question. From falsely based premises, false conclus-

ions are worked out or made to come true.16

In the general area of race and ethnic relations,
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false premises built on differences in life chances,
colour, or even language, could become visible symbol-
isation of inferred debased statuses., When all of these
differences are focused on a single minority group, and
behaviour toward them determined by the inferred rele-
vance of these differences, we are in the province of
racism rather than in the province of the "strange
neighbour", The task of the next chapter will be to
spell out some theoretical issues which are of pointed

relevance to these distinctly societal processes.
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CHAPTER V

ON THE THEORETICAL ISSUES OF BLACK NATIONALISM (ii)

-- Theories are nets cast to
catch what we call 'the world':
to rationalise, to explain,
and to master it. We endea-
vour to make the mesh ever
finer and finer.

--Karl Popper

Social Stratification and Power Relations in the Analysis
of Black Nationalism

In this chapter careful consideration is given to

some important theoretical issues additional to those

analysed in chapter 3.

Certain key concepts are isolated for specification,
since specification of concepts (which can be expressed
as variables) is an important necessary condition for
the development of theory. In the conceptual model as
a whole, the concepts which are used are not new. What
is new is the observed relationships between them. To
arrive at a causal thebry of Black Nationalism, we have
put the everyday typifications of actors into a deduct-
ive system, (chapter 9) and this exercise assists the

formalisation of the verbal theory of Black Nationalism.

First, then, stratification and power. As we have

had occasion to point out above, West Indians in Britain
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are immigrants from colonial or ex-colonial territories.
This is important to remember, in view of certain
statements made earlier in this thesis about slavery,
colonialism and racist beliefs. The degree of accept-
ance accorded to the Black immigrant is not, cannot be,
understood in pure class terms. Because the value system
of British society includes the notion of the inferiority
of Black people, Blacks are described and allocated roles
according to criteria rooted in deterministic racist be-
lief systems. Their past colonial status puts them in a
pariah caste or underclass, and in terms of the conven-
tional stratification structure in Britain, they are below

and outside the lower reaches of the structure,

Location of Blacks in a sub-class depends on the
kind of role which members of the "host" society normally
assign to the colonial worker. And the roles normally
assigned the colonial worker is a function of racist be-
liefs. Thus the possibility of Blacks entering the
gtratification system of the metropolitan society rests
| on the strength of the popularly-held beliefs about Blacks.
We cannot hope to grasp the complexity of the problems
that the colonial man faces regarding his relation to
the stratified set of positions in British society,
until we analyse the underlying fact of racism. The
gsimple Marxist position which insists that the position
of the Black people is explicable in terms of their

relation to the means of production, is clearly inadequate.
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Because their location within the stratification system
is determined by non-economic criteria, (colour and

racism) the Marxist deduction is rendered non seguitur,

Racism, then, remains a concept of first importance
in studies of ethnic and minority group relations. For
the Black people, it places them on the periphery of
white society, in a sort of underclass position. If they
are granted acceptance at all, it comes grudgingly, and
by and large they live and die in the socio-cultural
world of the "immigrant". Clearly, as Rex rightly
points out, the structure of social relations of product-
ion and of social process in Britain make for a self-
contained system of stratification in which Black and
White relationship cannot logically be explained by ref-
erence to that system alone. What is worse, is that
Black people in Britain cannot expect with confidence
that their children or grand children will have been

accepted in the stratification system.1

A stratification complex gives rise to differential
power relations. But where ethnic groups are included

for analysis in the overall complex, the problem becomes

multi-faceted.

Power can be defined relationally as the decision-
making capacity of one person or group of persons to

2
produce intended effects.” ©Power relations presuppose

specified evaluations in the sense that the recipient
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of a "power decision" is obliged to subscribe to the
value practices obtaining, on pain of negative sanctions

and hence deprivation of one or more desirable end.

Social power is by its very nature a scarce value.
In the service of stratification principles, or in
structural linkage with stratification systems, power
(including market power) is often used to maintain
privileged positions and statuses. Where the stratifi-
cation involves ethnic stratification we have a high
ascriptive basis of role allocation and power is used
by the dominant group to maintain socio-economic domin-
ance. Also, however, a dominant power position may be
used to establish and maintain racist belief systems.
Where such a situation obtains, the dominant group can
manipulate (or at any rate has the wherewithal to man-
ipulate) the opportunity and status structures of the

minority, and can thus deny the minority access to those

structures.

Power , therefore, is a most important ingredient
in minority-dominant relationship. There are two im-
portant observations worth noting. First, it can be
arcued that it is usually a minority among the dominant
group who exercises effective power. 4And, it is often
plain (in Western societies at any rate) that this
‘minority' zives direction to the overall attitudes
in the (dominant) society. The second observation is

that, strictly speaking, the opposite of minority is
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By minority is meant the group

with less power, or with no power at all, regardless of

how numerically big this group is.
Blacks in Rhodesia are the minority (even though they

In arguing this way,

are several-fold greater in number than the Whites);

because whites have the power they are the dominant

groupe.

In accounting for the Black immigrants' minority

position we must utilize a power axis.

Superordination

and subordination can then be brought to bear on the

analysis. These ideas can be diagrammed thus:
INDIGENOUS GROUP IMMIGRANT GROUP
Super- Sub- Super- Sub-
ordination | ordination| ordination| ordination
Dominant 1 .
(agorityy M (2) (3) (4)
-------- P e o e Qs ey s seiu s o 2

Minorit

(6)

R
m

(8)

An examination of this diagram reveals that both

immigrant and indigenous populations can be dominant or

minority groupg, depending on whether they have more or

less powver.,

If we focus on Britain's Black immigrants

vis-a-vis the indigenous population (with power as the

intervening variable), the idigenous population occupies

Box (1)

a numerical majority.in superordinate position

due to the fact of having more power than the immigrant

population.

The immigrant population, on the other hand,
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occupies Box (8): a numerical minority who are also in-
a subordinate position because of having less power (or

no power at all).

Many other theoretical and empirical possibilities
exist that can be accounted for in this paradigm. For
instance, colonial plantation system would occupy Boxes
(3) and (6): a few outsiders (immigrant planters)
numerically small, but having all the power would take
Box (3) and form the dominants. The indigenous unfortu-
nates, numerically big but with no power, would occupy

Box (6) and form the minority.

From the point of view of Black immigrants in
Britain, the understanding and articulating of power-
relations is of first importance. Y‘he sentiments of
Black Nationalists (as expressed in their activities
and political discussions) reveal that, as a party to
a power contest, they define their situation not in
terms of the numerical strength which they migh acquire,
but, crucially, in terms of the rules operating outside
the contest per se — in terms of British attitudes to
their share of power (including economic or market
power). Black immigrants' evaluation of the use of
povwer by the dominant group forms a sort of driving

force of Black protest and Black rebellion in Britain,

This is because Blacks in Britain (particularly

West Indians) view White Power as illegitimate, not



13

because it is white, but because in historical perspect-
ive it is seen as having been acquired by "illegitimate"
means - by slavery of Blacks and by Empire-building on

Bjack labour.,

Postulating that legitimacy/illegitimacy are key
perspectives in minority group power relations, and pos-
~tulating that this definition of the situation is what
can be termed the incongruent perspectives of race re-
lations, many logical possibilities appear. Putting
legitimacy, power, and dominance together (with their
opposites) we arrive at a nine-fold paradigm in which we
can locate many empirical examples of power relations.

These possibilities are shown in the diagram below.

In view of what has been conceptualised about
Blacks in Britain, they occupy the position shown in

cell (2) where:

(a) while the dominant group (white) regards its power
as legitimate,

(b) the subordinate group (Blacks) regard the power of
' the dominant group as only partly legitimate.

Power is never constant. It is always diversified, and
ranges from legitimate to illegitimate forms, thus caus-
ing conflict to be built into all power relations. They
are therefore inherently unstable. In Britain, power

relations between Black and White seem guaranteed to

remain unstable so long as ideas on the question of
legitimacy remains incongruent, The range of possibility

open to those actors who regard a particular power sit-
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uation as illegitimate are enormous, and span the
continuum of conflict situations, form peaceful
bargaining in the market place to open violence
and bloody revolution. Unfortunately, the analysis

of these possibilities does not concern us here,

That there is never an equal share of power among
all contestants in a given situation, or among the
parties concerned, is a complex issue on which many
scholarly treatises have been written.3 At the very
elementary level, however, we may state that, in
practice, the majority group is often the locus of
power; and that it is the power of this group which

sets the normative standards.

This is the position taken by Robert Bierstedt.
But it is a misleading conclusion, for it does not
make the distinction between a numerical majority and
a dominant group (a numerical minority maybe) in the
way described above. Bierstedt's conclusions do not
help us to come to terms with the déviant cases where

the numerical minority have the power over the majority.

What is missing from such an analysis, is the ref-
erence to a sociology of belief systems. In Britain,
power resides with the dominant white group, not with
the immigrants; and because of this, the "ought" of
social interaction with Black immigrants becomes in

essence social control proscription on the immigrants.
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From this perspective, there is on the part of the in-
digenes, an implicit call from the immigrants to limit
their activities to those that do not overly threaten

the indigenous group's loss of socio-political and

economic control.

Understandably, there are other very important theo-
retical issues that bear directly on this problem. The

next section seeks to consider some of these.

Class, Deprivation and Ideational Structures

We have tried to show that the presence of the
Black colonial man in British Society poses severe
problems for conventional sociological theory. And
we have suggested that a simple Marxian class-conflict
model is quite inadequate as an analytic tool for coping
with these problems. In this section we will expand these
propositions by reference to Class, Deprivation and

Ideational structures.

The thrust of the analysis is that we cannot, (as
Marx did) define class purely in terms of economic
differentiation. Rather, class, if defined in more
broadly structural terms, relates to an aggregation of
people in a society who stand in a similar position on
the axis of power and privilege or status position. Who
occupies what position or is accorded this or that status

is not determined by economics but by idea-systems.
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Marx had, of course, at different times, grappled
with the problem of the interlacing of economic power

and its concomitant prestige and ideational power., His

treatment is clear and radical in the German Ideology:

the ideas of the ruling class are in every
epoch the ruling ideas: that is the class
which is the ruling material force of
society is at the same time its ruling
intellectual force... the ideas of those who
lack the means of mental production are sub-
ject to it (the ruling class). The ruling
ideas are nothing more than the ideal ex-
pression of the dominant material relation-
ships, thg dominant relationship grasped

as ideas.

True, in any stratified society, one set of people have
the power to control the ideological institutions and the
market and/or political power capable of commanding the
behaviour of others. This is good insight, but quite
profoundly, ethnicity and race complicates the matter.

If we are to analyse Blacks in Britain in terms of
conventional class models, then we have to make place for
them at the bottom of the hierarchy, even inspite of their
acquiring "the mental means of production." They cannot
be accounted for in the o0ld class structure, Or, if they
are to be accounted for in that structure, they would
have to be termed lower-class working-class or the under-
class. This is because by reason of racism, Blacks are
not qualified for admission to any other class. It is
precisely because of this fact why traditionally they
have been employed in Britain to f£ill the positions at
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bottom of the least-valued jobs. This is the now-
familiar pattern of job down-grading for Black workers
(see the P. E, P. Report, Racial Discrimination in
England, 1967). The notion which permeates this state
of affairs, and which implies "keeping the Blacks in
their place," is a racist notion which rests on ideas
and beliefs about the lesser place of Blacks in British

soclety.

The racist nature of social-distancing of Blacks
in Britain approximates a caste system insofar as Blacks
are not included in the class system, let alone being
mobile within it. Thus the colour-class hypothesis of
Kenneth Ljttle which suggests that Blacks are rejected
because they have low socio-economic status, is quite
clearly, false and ridiculous. If it were correct,
then there would be less colour prejudice among the
low socio-economic echelons, and a wealthy, educated,
articulate and well dressed Black should experience no
difficulty in securing complete acceptance. But we know
this is not the case, (Again, see the P.E.P. Report,
among much else). The crux is that it is not a question
of Black people having a low socio-economic status in
the British system of social stratification, but of their

not fitting into it at all.

This, really, is at the root of complaints against
or objections to mixed (Black and White) marriages in a

country like Britain. For underlying all such object-
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ions is the covert set of beliefs that proclaim that
the white party is, unquestionably, "marrying down".
This also explains why (after mixed marriages) it is
the white party, moreso than the Black, which is in-
variably ostracised by members of his or her immediate
kin and ingroup generally. At the heart of Black and
white relations in Britain, is the British cultural
notion that as a "race" apart, Blacks are deemed to

be inferior and somehow, sub-social. In this way, even
the lowest Briton sees the Blacks as necessarily below
him and the presence of Blacks in Britain, has given
British lower class a vicariously elevated status.

The Black immigrant in Britain, therefore, suffers
from economic as well as status deprivation - his exist-

ential problems are complex,

As the immigrants perceive various ill-defined
new poor roles waiting for them, certain possibilities
present themselves., These include a veering to social
movement activities and a mobilisation of influence for
effecting social change; militant advocacy for social
and/or physical disassociation from the mainstream of
the environing society. It is in this context that
Black Nationalism and Black Power are to be understood
as general reappraisals of the immigrants' social
identity and the bolstering of a secure psychological
base from which to come to terms with the rest of

society., Herein lies the essence of on-going social
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movements such as the Black Muslims in the United States
and the Ras-Tafarians in Jamaica. These important themes

are discussed in later chapters of this thesis,

With the denial explained away in racist terms,
albeit covertly, the Black experience is an experience

perforated with a complex of Deprivation. At one level,

.. .the issue of the presence of large numbers

of coloured children in schools might be repre-

sented as a threat to the education of the

native white children and the reason given

for this is that coloured children are unable

to speak the language in which instruction is

normally given., When it is pointed out that

the West Indian coloured children speak English,

whereas many Cypriot or Italian children do not,

either we are told that West Indian children do

not speak English properly, or the ground of the

argument shifts, and ge are told it isn't only a
e

question of language,

The Deprivation which the Black immigrant experiences
thus turns out to be Absolute rather than Relative.
Relative Deprivation is the perceived discrepancy
between Value-expectations and Value-capabilities,
that is the discrepancy between the "ought" and "is"
of social life. The Value-expectations represent the
goods and conditions of life to which people believe
they are rightfully entitled, and Value-capabilities

are the goods and conditions they think they are capable

: T
of getting and keeping.

For the West Indian in Britain, the gap between

legitimate expectations and denial of the expectations
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is widened and complicated by what can be called group
denial or ethnic discredit. The basis of the discredit
rests on beliefs and perceptions rather than Reference
Group comparison per ge. The West Indians buy big cars,
or they central-heat their homes; or they buy their
homes outright for cash or have the best-kept garden

in the neighbourhood. But these do not do much for

their status in the eyes of the British.

In the crucial sense, it would be more nearly
appropriate to speak of Absolute rather than Relative
Deprivation. The Deprivation is status Deprivation,
and the Blacks' point of reference is the past and con-
tinuing history of colonial modes of thinking among
Whites. In other words, in this sort of Deprivation
the value standards are not set by a Reference Group
with which the incumbents of Deprivation are thought
to identify. Status Deprivation can only be explained

by reference to belief-systems.

In sociological terms, the cognitive discrepancy
between group expectation and group goal-attainment
shifts from the purely behavioural level to the struct-
ural level. In other words, the underlying institutional
problems of analysis are distinctly sociological, not
psychological. Consequently, the implications for
social change also shift from personality "adjustments"

of individual actors, to changes at the structural or
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cultural level. The structural approach to the study
of minority group relations certainly provides a frame
of reference for the understanding of racial conflicts
at all levels of interaction. The model is quite con-

sistent with the empirical observations of Black Nation-

alism in Britain,

Having shown how the operation of racist beliefs
in human affairs add substantially to the complexity
of stratification theory, and having shown how the
factors of role ascription and stereotyping according
to observable characteristics add something new to the
"race-relations" situation, it is now clear that patterns
of social interaction (where race is important) are not
determined by the elements of the concrete situation.
In such situations, the germ of the interaction derives
from the subjective indicators external to the actual
situation., In the case of Black West Indians in Britain,
the historical fact of their past colonial roles somehow
marks their past indelibly, and ties in that past with

contemporary class system via racism,

Denial of the Black Immigrant's admission to the
political and stratificational systems is determined
by the value system of British society which carries
the notion of the inferiority of Black people. The
desire or the expediency of an already stably stratified
society to place a minority group in terms of social-

structural images of say, occupation or power structures,
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make for the Deprivation. The sources of this Depri-

vation are social and cultural, not psychological.

To the average Britisher, of course, the immigrant
imagines rather than experiences these problems. Thus,
for instance, it is often repeated in offical circles
in Britain that it is the mechanism of the market
which is respnsible for Black people being charged
higher car insurance rates, or for their paying inordin-

ately high prices for houses or flats,

The findings of this thesis, however, point to
other conclusions. That Blacks are made to pay these
"colour tax" and "foreigners' levy" in these services
must be understood in terms of racism coated with
economic exploitation. We have already shown how
historical processes can be unearthed to account for
the values responsible for perpetuating these practices,
It is at the level of ideas that analyses of race-
relations must be pitched, if we are to understand the
complex and often camouflaged nature of ideological

constructions and speech reactions (What Pareto called

Derivations).

From this problem of ideational constructions
we turn now to explore how racism might lead to

collective defensive mechanism such as Social Movement.
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Racism and the Rise of Social Movement

In this final section of this chapter we pose the
guestion whether we may usefully conceptualise Black
Nationalism in Britain as constituting a stage in the
development of social movement. Or whether we can,
on the basis of present conceptual analysis, predict
conditional outcomes of Black social organisations

such as Black Power,.

As has been demonstrated above, the results of
racial discrimination takes place outside the confines
of conventional stratification structures. It is con-
ceivable, therefore, that Blacks might come to react
to rejection by rejection., Black people in Britain
might come to reject totally the white stratification
and the moral order on which it rests and agitate for
Black Separatism. If this were to happen, it would
have t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>