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2(z= A WOOLCCMBERS

The Great Exhibition et the Crystal Velace
in 1851 displayed one peir of hendecombs end the
lotert typee of Enplish end FPrench nachino—combn.l‘
Although the depressed hondecomber coatinuwed to
linger on » few yeers more, his displscewment by
the machine and his personsl distress vere similor
in meny renpects to the fate vhich befell the
hand—loeu‘woovor. Digtrens wes much the same
for comber and weaver, especislly when overlaid
by industrisl recession. There were, howvever,
importsnt differences. Vheress the hond-werver's
positior snd stetus were undermined over »
protracted period - snd in the woollen over aen
even longer veriod then in the worsted sector -
the handecoeber's,by contrsst, beesme untensble
alrmost overnight, Agein, whilst wesvers were to
‘be found in all the textile industries of cotton,
linen, silk, voollen end worsted, hsndecombers vere

present only in the worsted bresnch of one indusiry,

1l JeReS. Reper, "Wool combing" Beleoede (1955=50),
743 C.A, Feather, “Woolcombing by :lsnd"

The ' slesman (Octe 1970), 594,
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highly locelised iu ~“est Yorkshire, indeed
principslly in the fredford, Holifax ond
Keiphley sresses The humen problems eamsocisted
with the introduction of the combing machine
were therefore locel rether than national,
even though meny thoussnds of workers were
involved, and the 'solution' of subsequent
trensference té other occupetions, often
entail ing migration end emigrestion, comntained
® high degree of voluntary or self-help.
This wea inevitsble, for, wheress the weavern
vere the subjeet of exhsustive enquiry by
Government (with odmittedly little relief
fo?tbconing). little or no sttention wes psid
to the plight of displeced combers.®

The combing process, preparatory to
spinniag, wes the firast mejor stoege in the wvorsted
industry, ond the last to be tranaformed from »
doneatic hendicresft into » fully-fledged factory
operntion with the introduction of 2 procticsble
corbing -oohiaooz' The handegomber stroi htened
the long wool fibres moking them lie parellel
to each other as far as possible, and removed

the short fibres (or 'noils’) from the lock of woel,

le Euily Sigsworth, "The fmd of Handeloom -esving®,

Belefeds (1957-50), 69,

2¢ EJM, Sigsvorth, "‘n Gpilsode in Vool conbin ",
Belalode (1956=57), 113,
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The tools of his trede, performed entirely by
hand, were two steel-toothed combs, with three,
five or eight rows (or ‘pitcies’) of teetn
dependent upon the fineness of wool belng
procassed; an iror or esrthenware stove
{or 'pot') by which the combs were hested
over chsrcosl or cosli end » spiked 'pod’
screved inte o convenient upright poat.l'
“Just ss the croppera were the sriissn
élite of the woollen industry’, observes
one writer, "so the woolcoumbers were the flite
workers in worated. Controlling e bottlenech
in the menufscturing process, they were in »
position to uphold their status so long ss
they cowvld limit eatry to their trade”, lacked
by @ trede union orgonisction since the early
eighteenth century, the combers possessed sn
eifective notionsl orgenicestion, despite the
Combination Acts, in the early nineteenth

oentnlloe°

le The process of combing wool intec slivers
snd tha production of 'teops' is desecribed,
with sketchesy in G.4i, Feother,
Tiooleombing by Hand", 591923 ond
ToVs flonson, The Story of OMd Mol fox '1o1if0x,1920)
Pe203,

Pe EePes Thompson,
Clags, rpe281-82,
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in June 1825, the yesr after the re-esl
of the Combination Aeta, some 20,000 combders
and stuffe-wesvers of Uredford end district
began 2 prolonged atrike under the lesdership
of wooleember John Testere The combers
initislly demended sn advence on aslresdy,
by contemporary standerdsy, high wages, but
later strusgled for recegmition of the
Bredford wuion. COperatives throughout the
couantry supported the combers, end sbout 20,000
wagp mﬁimm to strike fumnde. By Novanber,
soney Degen 0 £031, Tester reportecly sbsconded
with psrt of the funds snd the union wes
atssolveds’® snd vith the end of the turmeout,
some 1,200 of the woolecombers ond weesvers,
end 1,000 of the children were unsble for
meny months to find employment even =t the old
prices, From being » privileged ortisan before
the strike, the conber beceme » defenceless
outworkers®

1, The Epdicel John Tenter rerasins » shadowy
figure: see J.T. Verd, MOLd' ond ‘New®
Brodfordisns in the nineteenth century”,
BeTebode (1970a65), 27,

2. BeFe Thompson, pe282§ Jo Hayhsll,
innols of Yorkshireeeesls rre318=19,
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Frior to 1825, with evvrenticesiip
restrictions alresdy outwoded, msny theoussndic
were ottrscted into the trade by hish wo-es.
Some combers operated in larpge worishons, whilot
others in threes and fours shared an independent
shons ne woolecombing shop et Jtanbury, neoy
Haworth,was described about 1830 »s “s keninrs hoil
with about 30 cam pots". There, ensckr of the
thirty comb pots was 8 'potecefour', used hy
four men, e-ch heating four veirm of conbhe
ainultaneously. The Stanbury shon therefore
er-loyed up to 120 men, as well =8 women on

1 )
® The workin: atuasrvhere

boys for lishter jobs.
wos unplesssant snd unheslthy, the fumen of the
charcoal or ¢osl comhining with those of the
conbing-nil and lampeoil,

Although many femilies elso contirued to
comb wool in single—stornq;ono—rooa enttecen over
& wide srea, often combining sessonsl srricultural
1. Cited by G,i. fepther, “vWeolcombing by rnd,

591 TaWe lpnson,p.203, motes that on

ungociable or independent mon wos nicknoned,
for obvious ressons, 8 'rot o' one',
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with textile rursuits, workers were sreduslly
dreawvn into growving textile centres to
concentrate their efforts. it the time of
the 182% Strike it wes estimsted by the union
that 7,000 e«r 8,000 hondegombers were erployed
in the Bredford trede, ond indeed, durtang
the 18205 large numbers migrated to the sres
from egricultursl districts. One lrsdford
writer leter described how “"they came from
fendel, North Yorkshire, Leicester, lVevonshire
and even from the Emersld Isle; so that to
spend an hour im » publice-house (the comber's
eslling wos » thirsty one), one might have heord
s parfect Bsbel of differemt 41016088000 "
The MM textile industry ettracted
in particulsr many immigrents from Irelsond.

le Yo Seruton, W
{Srsdford, 1 ’ s cited by

EoPe Thompson, pe283s GeAs Festher,

591, observes thaot some of these districts
had an esrlier woollen sad worsted industry,
snd bad spun wool principelly for the
maseters or pisce-mskers of Uredford end
lHalifox.
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The migratioa which begen in the late 'tuenties
snd imeresued stendily from 1835 onwerds is
noteworthy becsuse wuch of it preceded the

Upreat Feomine, though this wes indeed the
culninsting tregedys. By 1841, more thenm

5 per cent of the populstion of Bredford
townehip, 1868 cut of 34,560, hod been borm

in Irelend., By 1851, Uradford hed sttirscted
wore Irish immizronts (9,581) then any other
dest Yorkshire towne ® All sress of Irelend
contributed to this influx, but & prepondercnce
were natives of Jueen's, loyo and 5ligo coutiese
Ia SBrpdford itself, the essentislly Irish
querters im 1851 were Blasck Abbey end “hite bbey,
Goit Sidey Y411 Benk, the Felsoam Court, - deloide
itreet and Hedford Street sreas, New lLeecds

snd Wepping -~ oll eress of high populstion
density end all sress of oypalling living
conditions and overcrowdinge Moreover, by 10851,
twoefifths of the bBredford Iprish were enseged in
textiles end by Tar the lorgest number (1,705)

were handevoolcombers (1,149 malesi 14( ferolen)s

1, By comparison: Loeds ond dunalet, 5,777
York, 2,248; luddersfield, 1,973
Dmbnry. 1’~°7' Vskefield, 1.237’
Keighley 1,060,
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that is, one in every seven of the totsl Irish
population wes involved im hendecombing, By
this dete, woolcombing hod become an extrenmely
deprecsed industry, thourh there were certsin
attroctions for the poor: the proeess could be
cerried on in the home snd required little
equinment or capital outlay. There were,
however, certain grove disadventages in that
the resultsnt unheelthy working snd living
conditions agurevated the heelth problem coused
by overerowding and leck of proper ssnitotion,
0f the 70 paupers noted in the bpadford Borough
census of 1851, 29 were Irigh, but in eny cese
by then, msny of the woolcombers were reduced to
o stete of p-u'.rilnol‘
it is clesr that » proportion, perhsps
substentiel, of the Irish immigrents hed been
engaged in textiles in their mative ares, in
Gueen's County at loumt Helliek, cotton wesving
occurred about 1840 “very extensively end of’ords
employment to about 2,000 persons, in the town and
neighbourhoods the msnufscturing of woollens asnd stuff
snd cosrse woollem cloth is conducted on & very
extensive scele”, Cloth wes slso mede in the town of
lount Rsthe ldinem cloth wes menufsctured in

1. Co. Hichardason, "Irish Settlasent in Wid-J‘nnto‘nth
Century Sradford”, _

Socal Zgagarech, XX, 1 (Mey 19¢
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both Sligo snd Comaty Mayo.l'

A further
proportion would be not unowsre of the skills

of hendecombing, perticularly if ‘stuff® is

taken to irfer vorsted rether thsm woollea

cloth, Host hendecombers of Irish origin, hovever,
noted in the 1851 Census of Brodford, were probobly
band-vesvers in Irelend vho had turned to handw
conbing on reaching v“est Yorkshire., It is
notevorthy thet there wvere only 49 hendeweavers,
but 770 power-loom weavers, mainly femsle, of
Irish origin in that yesr. Indicative of the
dietress found smong Irish heonde-combers is the

fasot thet there were 1149 meles and only 146
fennlea in the occupationi snd even more

important, there were only 34 machine~combers,

sll fmh-a‘

The Irish hendewesver who chonged hie
occupetion to that of hand-combing efter immipgreting
to Fradford wes following the pattern already
established by many wesvers metive to IDredford snd
districts The drestic fell in hend-loom veasvern'
woges hos slresdy been noted, o8 has the even ;reoter
distress ceused by freguent recescaion,
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idditionally, the gredusl introduction of fectory
pover-looe weaving, empleoying lergely women snd
girlsy virtuslly cleosed the obvious slternstive to
zale employment. OSome hendeloom vesvers,
overvhelmingly sdult moles, emigreted, whilst
ot hers, 'stout young men', sousht work in the
local querries. Meny others, however, were obliced
to join the slready overmanned sray of hond-colbcruol'
The origzinal bomd of Bpsdford combers wos therefore
with the pessage of yesrS ., sujmented by recruits from
the outlying eress, from northern and other Langlish
countieasy and especislly from Irelsnd, iany of
these imnmigreonts or migrmnts consisted of wesvera,
veavera~turned-coubers, snd combers in their oun
right, The hand-combers' position on the econcaiec
scele vhich suffered 2 severe set-back after the
1825 Strike snd the collspse of the Unicn was
ineressingly depressed by the arrivel of nevcomers
to Bradfords The depressed yesrs of the 184L0B
sgproveted the position still further, But the
most importent fector in the ultimete extinmction
of the hande-comber wos the introduction of sn

efficient combing machine.

1. Zpedfopd Obperver, % Octe 1838,
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It lies beyond the scope of this study to
investigete the tecinical development of the
machine-combs Suffice to state that in 1790,
the Reve Edmund Cortwright wes grented the first
petent for combing wool by mecheniocel mesons,
and thie with sdditionsl potents resulted in
*Big Ben', the first wool-combing mschines
Though o prsctissl foilure, others in the 1790k,
aand Noble, CGilpin, Colliwr, Frett and Anderton in
the first two decaden of the mnineteenth century,
continued o work om the problem, petenting their
efforts. !ixed evidence exists of the use of
the mochineecond during the ‘twenties and 'thirties,
though, despite the warnings of the Leeds Mercury ot
the time of the 1825 Strike in Bradford, ® it secus clear
that introduction was sposmodiec mainly becsuse of
mechanical inefficiency. The 1340k snd 1250k were »
different matter vhem "the evolution of the combing
mochine proceeded by s crossefertilisetion of idess",
single or joint patents, purcheses of patents and
lezsl bettles. The nemes of Ueorge E, Donisthorpe,
Issec liolden, Hellmonn, lioble and rot lesat, comuel

e

Cugliffe=iiater, predominate ewong BoRY. The outcone

wes the peremptory removal of the hsndecomber

frouw the textile scene within little meore than »

1. Legds Mercury, 30 Jﬂlog 29 Octe 1825,
2e Beile Sigewerth, Blach Predi=il, and
"in Episode in woolcombing"e Be eiede (1956.57) .11 ;;.
Joeieiopor, Vool combing™ ) BeTsieds(1056=56) 4¥3m
JeTe Ward, "'014' snd "New' Broedfordisns in t’:a nineteenth
century”, M (IMS)' 19, 26,




decade.

By 1845, woolecombing wese slresdy on
overcerowded snd lowepeid occupetion, despite a
strike two yeors ezrlier for an sdvsence in
wagess The condition of the Brsdford comber
was not unknown: "his earnings,e.scanty, ond
insufficient to support himself sad family with
nourishing foods Hesides, he wss confined to
noisome ebodes, snd enervated by chercoal fires,
so thet his life wes one of privetion snd
ni.cry".l‘al # result of a "lorge snd numercus
meeting of the workmen", held in Peckover olk
on Sth Fay 1845, » cummittee wes sprointed to
report on the combers' senitery conditione
The subsequent report confirmed thot:

"in the town aud neighbourhood of Brsdford there
ore upwords of 10,000 hand combernse.e.ethe mzjor
poert of wvhom were compelled to meke workshovs of
their sleeping spertmenia. Unsble to poy the

rent for » comfortsble dweliing, & large mwher
huddle together in one apartoent, thus renderin;
their situstion atill worse. That their physicsl
wellebeing wos neglected, the emacistel appesrnn-e

of most pleinly betohen', One locel writer later

l, John Jawes, :
Continuotion m. 1 v tle PP Ge
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declered: "The report is & hesrtesickenin;
stotement of the sufferings of these men', ®
immedistely prior to the introduction of
the mechine-coub, overmsnning, especielly
ot o time of industrisl depression, wes the
problem of the Bredford combing industry.

Cf nearby Allerton, snother local
writer later desoribed how the towmshiy in
1845 poaosccsed "sbout 120 hendeloom weavers”
snd "sbout 110 hsndecombera, who would work
up about tweniyefive pscks of wool vtoklyo"z'
If the writer's statement is exsct ond the
combers were fully occupied, it sust be
sssumed that the men 80 employed bal:snced
their production finely sgsinst the
}oquiro-oat- of bbesl Allerton spinning end
.wgnvtns. The sombere there hsd no doubt
suffered » grodusl decline im weges as had the
Bredford combers, and they vere ecunrlly subjoct
to recessiony but their degradation in the
vilisge does not appesr tc heve bdeen quite so
severe =5 that in Bpsdford in 1845, where

ivsadaquate housiang and overerowding in some

1. John James
(London, 18577, peShie

2 ¥e Cundworth
:\‘1 INS2L D 0

4;,! AL 33 RE 131
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central guarters added to the misery. &Similerly,
John Fouster & Son,lLtd., 2t (ueensbury, according
to the seme writer, employed 1,500 henc-combers
as outworkers before the introduction of
machine~combing there in 1852, » figure closely
substentisted by Sigworth's findings of 1411
pairs of combs listed in the Foster stock book =
sssuning esch peir of comba belonged to one
comber. By the same assumption, 389 handecombers
were employed by the firm in 1845, and 435 in
1846,1°

The distress in Dradford in 1846 heg
alresdy been noted: how in th.‘oorly port of the
yesr large numbers of combers, spinners ond
wesvers were only pertislly employed, ond how os
2 result of "the temporary suspension of the
extensive works of tho Messrs. Rouse",
mony had become dependent upon the poor restes or

upon the chority of those wore fortunate.

ls EJMe Sigsworth, W. Prelf7+98,
It would seem thaet Foster & Co, were able to offer
ressonably full emplc ment to hendewoolcowbers, for
the number of peirs of combs incressed steedily
until 1852, the yesr the machine-coub mode its
appeerance ot the firm (18433 2763 1844: 357
1845 & 1846 (noted above); 1847: 707; 1848: 7324
1849 (prob.c.900)s 1850: 9753 18%51: 1316; 1852: Wlg
185357 (no record); 1858 & 1859, "about 170"),
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Mstrees was sllevisted to some smell extent
by public suhmeription, » soup kitchen snd by
enployment under the suspices of the redford
felief Committee, 'n eariy M-rech, it wes reported
that "the renresents tive of s certein spinning
establishment ot Boston[Mrss., hodlvisited
this country, in order to sngnze woolecomhars and
2ill-handa’, It meems that sbout t.enty frmilies
were engaged in the Uradford 2rea »nd vere
preparing to seil from liverpeool, In June,
howvever, shout %00 fsmilies (or sbout 1,000
incividusls) wvere still in » stete of near
dogtitution.l‘
1though 211 Bredford's textile overatives
vere victims of industrisl depression, woolcombers
sere in 9 verticulorly difficult situstion, then
and henceforth, for their traditionsl mesns of
production wves being overtsken rrnpidly by
technoloricel advence. It im sipmificent that
from ahout 184647 omwords, discussions sbout relief

messures for Dradford's poor centred »lmost

entirely on the plight of handeuoolecombhers, Jnes,

1o Bzedford Ohegrvaxs 2¢ Yebe, 54 12 19, 26 !erey
9y 10 “prey 1% Hay, 18 Jun, 18"6. w&s

17 Jone, 7 Hor. 18463 sheffield ‘groury, °1 For.l846,
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writing some twenty yeare laoter, after recording
the combers' plight correctly, goes on to

revort somevhet glibly: "The weslthy inhsbitents
subseribed libverelly to relieve the digtress

[of the combers], but heppily, soon efter this
dote [1845]), combing mechines begen ta be used,
snd the combers vere greduelly drefted into the

weoving ahoda.l'

and merchonts' werehouses, vwhere
there hed grown an increcasing demend for lebour
whilst o lorpe numder of them were smaipted to
ouigracc“.?‘ From other sources, it is clear
fhat the solution to the problem of brndford®s
10,000 handecombers wee neither se sinmple nor
o satisfrotory em the writer would hove the
resder believe,

The Woolcombers' condition was never for
from public yrecordes A further "meeting of the
distreased smd unemployed, chiefly woclcombers,
wos held in Peckover's ¥alk" in ey 1847 "to receive
the rep rt of the committee, appointedg,.eto confer
vith some of tho influentisl gentlemen of [Bradford],

ss to the beat mode of obteinine ismediste

1, Surely not principslly es powsreloon weaversd

?e <o dsmes, The Higtory of Nredford (1767)410,pel054
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relief for the sufferers". / large asssenmbly
also gothered st Brsdford hoor.l' Peckoveri‘s)
volk witnemsed smother meeting of sbout 50
to 100 unemployed combers in June 18&7.2‘
Towerds the end of the year, vith the
condition of unemployed combers deteriorating,
one woolcomber, undoubtedly more literate then
many of his clons, proposed ¢ "perfect remedy
and removal of such existing evils", liis
plan, conteined in » letter to the Hditor of the
Bgadfopd Observeg, wos for “gmisrotign, es the
best for the present, the heot for the future,
the best on # emell or large scole, the bast
for the rich to sdopt, and the poer to receive'',
The money collected by subscription should be
uased to sssist emigrotion to Vancouver('s) Island,
where, in » suiteble climate, emigreonts would
become selfegufficient, dJust es the ‘mericon
government wes encoureging wvestwerd novement,
so the Uritish govermment shotld do the same

by grenting land to all emigrents, thereby

1. Dpadferd Obasrver. 27 iey 1847,
La I!ié.' 24 June 1&7.



eschieving » removel of surplus vorkers ond »
lesvening of the poor retes. fho vocuum so
coused by enigeetion from Brsdford wvould
not be filled by irish imsigrstion, it was
clepimed, if Ursdford mosters omly employed
their own townapeople.®

From the bYegimning of the combers’
displacement by the mechine snd durdng their
subsequent wmisery, it is clesr thot this cloas
M the friendehip ond sympethy of
¥illisw Dyles-® o Libersl, end Pirst printer
and memoger of the Iradford Observer. ®
Throughout the late 'forties snd 'fifties, the
Wslmumodmdmpemr
to the combers' condition indicetes Dyles's
quest for o solution and his support for omy
rromising avenue of investigestion, Additionslly,
W & poor wooleorher®s fomily hed to thank
Hpe Byles for unostentatious scts of kindness”,

en obituary recorded over forty yesrs leoterg

le Brcdford Observor, ' Neve 1847,
2e ¥illiem Fyles: borm 19 Jul, 1807; died 17 Jum. 1891,

%« The Ipadford Obgeryer «ee firat issued © Fobal834,
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"and some were thus sssisted to emigrete to

countries where they heve since greetly Wmd..'.'l'
By November 1847, Byles ststed his conviction

thot "emigrastion is the only radicsl cure for the

physicsl evils of cur Societye.ee Emigretion is

the nsturel snd lergest outlet for these

superfluous numbers [of woolcombersl. Writing

st o time vhen there were 4,078 recipients of

outedoor relief, costing £215.,118.5d, weekly in

Bpedford township alone, he suspected that

"the moachlaery of the POOR LA¥W [wes] too

complicated ond too unwieldy to be mede avsilsble

to sny grest cxmt;' for enigretion, le expected

the numbers of distressed to increese atesdily,

and the grest msjority of outedoor poor ware

woolconbers, for t0o numerous 28 » clssg.

le Hillism Byle Hgmoir ( s priveciree,
B91), De20s Fade Byles, X |
i X J (’Imth. Dormset, prive ptge d”..

93274 DPeSdy bes how "My brother irthur, es o
boy st Ann Flece, would listen to the clang of thedy
[the handeconbera'] wooden clogs as they wended
their woy up Horton lone, with their psds on thedr
backs, snd later would seo them come to the kitchen
door for such broken victusls =2 my mother
could affordess”
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fven when the worsted trede was boouing,
combers were not fully emuployed; and the
slizhtest trade recession sugmented their
numbers. Imigzration wes the only solution, ond
though combers were physicslly perhops not the
fittest of wmen to take on sn emigrent's life,
nevertneless, with effort, meny would succeed
overpess., Ferhaps combers could be encoursged
to emigrate to the wooleproducing eclomies
of Jouth iustralis snd the Cope s0 o8 to provide
the raw meterisl of Spsdford's trodes
Also in November, » seeting of the
Aradford Board of Ousrdiona (Chairmen: Semuel
covling) congidered the combera' situstion,

Joshus Pouard.a‘ an ex~officio gusrdisa,

reported the proceedings of the committee

1. Bradford Obgserver, 25 Mev. 1847,

2, Jeshus Pollord: borm 1 Jeme 17945 died Mov, 1887;
JePej Deputyelioutensnt of the ‘est Ridings
first o solicitor in Byrsdford, them cusrry-ounerg
becasie psrtner and mensger of the BSowling
Ironvorks in 1850, then one of the directors
when the firm become » limited coupeny (1870):
Wime udworth,
(1891), ppe212, s 219,
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appointed by pubdbliec meeting and proanided over by
the Hayor, Three heaic proposals had been

meode: to tronafer youns wooleombers to weaving;

to sllocate lsnd to the combers which had been
purchesed by o society to be formed for the
vurposey snd to obtein assistence from the
Government or Smigretion Commi sasionets for
enigration, Cowling opined thet the loard
slready had the suthority to reise funds for
esigrotion, but that the Boerd could only

send emigronta to the Wpritish Colonies (not

to the United Steten), vhere employment wos
obtainable end populetion needed. In the

cose of free emigration to South ‘ustrslis,officisldom
‘ required emigrents to be meinly egricul turel
labourers, shepherds, miners, female domesntic
serveonts asndy to ¢ lesser extent, # few

rursl mechenics, such ss blackemitha, vheelwrights
end carpenters, liot eligible for free posssge
wvere reduced tradesmen, workhouge residents

snd those resularly receiving perish relief, Voole
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combers, therefore, were likely to fail the
requirements on two counts: they were not of

the occupostions listed; end they would be
chorgeable to the perish before their
spplications ceme before the Hosrd, The cosme
of the hend-combers wos surely exceptional,

it veos srgued, and something must be done to
olleviate their wmiserye. The retes were currently
hge or 6se in the pound, and would soon be 20m,
Though the combers were not, strictly spesking,
‘sgricultursl labourers', they could soon take
on such work in “ustrelis, Those wenting to
emigrote should be noted, and o letter sent

to the Emigretion Commissioners: J,.,T,Horsfsll
wvos soon to open 2 government emigration

office in Brodford,’* The Boord slso

referred to the Foor Low Amendment ‘ot of 1834°°
which allowed 'rete-payers in vestry sasembled’
to roise or borrovw o sum not exceeding one~hslf
the oversge smount of the retes for the previous

three yesrs for purposes of outgrotlol.5'

1. The emigretion office wes opened in Horkerend,
nesr the Workhouse, before the end of lNovember

(W. 2 Dece 1847; lplifex Ouprdian,
4 Tecs 2

2. “ & 5 Wiu. 1'. 0076' B0Ce 1‘11.
3« Brsdford Observer, 25 Nove 1847,
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Loecal contemplstion of & lebyrinthine
situstion mot surprisingly provoked correspondence
to the Zpedford Observer, which ¥illism Byles
was doubtless plessed to print, 'Sx=imsrdien®
observed that the Boesrd of Gusrdisns could do
nothing to help the poor to emigrete, except
o8 laid down by the 1834 Acty snd this reqguired
rony previous formslities snd the oxpress consent
of the Poor Lovw Commissioners. If sny project
vere promoted to sssist emigretion, this must be
by the public, not the Guerdisns, The following
week, snother correspondent, *Jumius', refuted
these contentionse If the lradford rate-psyers
at a Vestry Meeting sgreed to borrow money for
oemizration purposes, he srgued, snd the Iosyrd of
Guasrdisns seconded their intentions, no other
formality m‘m aport from obteining
an order from the Foor Lew Commissioners,
preseribing the correct regulstions for spending
the momey snd fixing the period for repayment
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(by instolments over five yeors). 'Exeiusrdisn',
hovever, stuck to his originel premise thot it
wos extremely difficult for the Gusrdiens to
sssist, The most precticol sesistonce, he
ensphasised, wss for » committee of businessmen
to collect snd receive subscriptions. The
comnittee could arronge with imigrstion /gent
Horsfell the cost and meons of forwerding the
emigrontas to their destinotion, /lthough »
subscription could de avoided by some of the
richy it hed the sdventage of not cresting
extra pressure on the meny operstives who

were already neor destitution. Additionsl
reotes might vell mesn thot some of those
contributing to relief would be turned into
recipients of relief,’*

In genersl terms, the opposing views of
the two correspondents were nirrored by
subsaequent sttempts to improve the condition
of the hande-comber by removal « snd to relieve
Bppdford of the burden of seversl thousand
uneuployed or pertislly employed workers.

At one public mecting in December 1:47,it wes
resolved to make » rubscription for immediste

1. ZIpedford Obgerver, 25 Nove, 24 9 Dec. 1847,
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relief. But this wos only scratchimg the
surface of the problem, !ach nery wes

slowly but surely killimg the cecupstion

of hondecombing in vhich, it was estimsted,
pore 12,000 to 15,000 vere sugsged. The
‘colonisstion’ of land »t howe, though
rosaible, vos for more difficult theam in

the colonies, Umigrestiom was the only

resl snsvery and smong the working olasus,

it wes cleised, there wss genersl feeling

in fevour of it. The workins clszs must teke
the initistive to obtein the sasistence of the
Distrean Coomittes or more fortumste fullowsj
sné those wishing to emigrate should consult
the emigretion agent in Ppsdford. /4t the
meeting convened by the lMayor, lobert Hilligen,
Welis Forster outlined tve of the ways in
vhich emigrotion could take place:! by moons
of & vrote and through the sgency of the
Emigretion Comuissioners. Forster, however,
wop not very optimistic thet » grest dsal of
sscictence could be fortheoming from the
enigsration sgent becouse govermment resulstions
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were frooed, mot mo much for the sdventsge

of the Zarlish poor, but for the colonints

by wvhom the funds were provided. Agein,

agricul turesl labourers, winers snd wechsnics

were the types most required, nnd hendecombers

did not fit into these catoa,mriu.l‘ Forster

beliaved thet the best plan vas for the

woolcombers to appoint a committee to

consider messures to help thempelvesn snd

to gain sssistsnce from their follow townsmenm.

By esrly 1848, the subecommittee of the

Felief Committee sppointed to investigote

cagsen of those poor paersons wishing to

enisrote hed received for more epplicstions

then it wee oble to essist, The question

hed to be considered seriocusly vhether

essistance could be given by mesns of ¢ rate.

Similorly,the Sppdford Ohgerver revesled

thet 2 greet meny persona, generslly with

lerge femilies end, with one or two exceptions,

le levertheless, it is clesr thot » few woolcombers,
no doubt claiming sgricultursl skills, hsd been
forwarded by J,Te lorsfsll witiin twe weeka of

his opening the irsdford goverrment emisrstion
office toverds the end of November 1347,

?e Hpadfopd Obgerver, 1¢ Dec. 1847,
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woolconbers, hed spplied to the reper for
edviee on how to obtain sssistence to
enigrete to the United Stetes or the
colonies, All reelised thet, vhilst the
enigrent's life wes difficult, it could
certainly be no worse thon remaining in
bradford. Equally, the lot of the Ipedford
retepayer woe becoming incressingly difficult:
in 1847, tvo rotes (the second in Cotober)
had been relsed in Sredford township smounting
to Juelde in the pound, and slreedy ny eerly
Jenuary, the firat rote for 1848 at 38.0de in
the pound hed been imposed, with the vrospvect of
more to follows'® The number of usocoupied
houses wes slac rising steedily in Bredford,
from ebout 1,500 in Veovember 1847 to eround
24000 by June 1848,%°

A meeting of the Bosrd of Guordiens in
midedonuory 184 received not ouly & deputatien
of test-lsbourers, representstive of sevorsl
hundpeds weiting outside, but slac » yrecuest
from the Helief Committee to advence ome monthh

s W 13 Jane 15484 Doncostor Sozetie.
. ville .

e W- 13 Nove 1847t Lomoagter lecette,
el Ulle ™
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sllowence which would later be o reliefl to the
Boarde 411 the persons emigreting, it wes
notedy had been poscoed by the government sgent,
doTe liorafsll, end 22,108, or &3 wom required
for @ mon and two children to po to Austrelios,
The Beoerd's chairmsn sgreed to allow & weekly
allovence henceforth to ensble the Relief
Comnittee to dispose of thome femilies most
likely to prove # permeneant burden. One

exsmple wos cited, Joseph Crovley, e native
of Corky but fifteen yeers resident in ipsdford,
wos willing to ge to the United States or
Conedoe At the time, he wos sged 32, had six
children under the sge of 124 had had parigh
relief in the pest, »ad woa expecte’ to be

2 recipient ugsin, The cost of sending Crowley
end hie fomily out would be £23, though the
lelief Committee woe not requesting the full
sulmly only scme assistsnce, Thie might be in the
form of giving those perties, chargesble to
perish funds sad desirous of emigreting, one



or two months' sdvence on relief. The Bosrd
egreed to write to the Vocor Lew Hoord,
Gomerset licuse, expleining the peculisr
circumnstances of bredferd and especislly
of ita woolecombers, of whom more and more
vere becoming chergesble hecouse of the
steesdy introduction of the combing nachinee ®
The reply of the loor Lew Bosrd to the
ipadford Bosrd of Gusrdians wos lofty end less
then helpfule The Bosrd did not consider it
necessery to levy s specific rete for the
payment of expenses incurred in the emisretion
of pouperss The cost could be defreyed out
of the current rete, or the smount might be
borroved snd the repsyment of the loem cherged
on the rotes over five yeors. lstepeyers and
property-cowners in Spedford tovashi» must of
course congent to this se recuired by the
provigions of the 1834 Act, HNevertheleas, the
Poor Law Bosrd in leondom, far removed from
the scene of Bradford's distress, "did act
think thet it wes Ly sny mesns clesr that the
indigeriminste emigrotion of woolcombors

l. Ipedford Obeerver, 20 Jan, 1848,
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wos o meosure vhich 4t night be advissble
to senction”, The Foor Low Board's letter
was accomponied by the method of procedure to
be followed end the conditions to be obsorved
in the expenditure of money: the six cleuses
listed vere oll appliceble to the coleomies,
not to the United Statese ®

The stste of trade in Nrodford continuned
ot » low ebb, In the lset week of January,
Poor Low expenditure in Hpadford township
slone wes £355. OLome combers hed left end
others were prepering tolesve for » "foreign
1lond", Jeveral femilies, or sbout 30 individusls,
deported for London snd Australic,”®

in view of the reply received from the
Poor Law Boeord, 2 public meeting of the
rotepoyers of Uradford township wes held on
11th Februsry to consider the propriety of
enpowering the Uusrdisns to help parties
to emigrete, It was not proposed to levy an
express emigration rete, but to use pert of the
szenersl rate to ossist emigrents, Ceonsequently,
the retepoyers asgreod to empower the Guardians
to expend £2,000 of the poor rete for this purpose.

1. Ersdford Observer, 27 Jon. 1848,
2e M’. ’ Feh, 18“8.
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There were, hovever, tihree bessic conditions
to be met, The rete would only be used
vhere the intending emigrent wes fully
settled in the township, snd this did

not include say with werely sn industriasl

1¢ Thne Foor lev

residence of five yesra.
Board's ssnction wes required in every
cage of relief by emigrotion. lLaestly,
the intending emigrant had to be suiteble

in the eyes of the fnigretion Oo-mmimra.‘?‘

The spgreement by Predford ratepsyers
to sllov the Guardisns to expend £2,000 of
the poor rete for emigration, not unexpectedly,
soon ron into difriculties end » meeting held
on 18th Februsry st the ‘lbion liotel, Ivepete,
opposed the sppropristion of such o m."
Horeover, the Gusrdisns hod not used sny
of the £2,000 by the end of the month ss there
hod been no applicetions for help (probebly
becouse mony would-be spplients could not
claim "full settlement” in the township).
Agein, the Foor Laow Boerd wrote from Somerset
liouse saking why so large » sum « in the
Boord's eyes « should be sllocated in this vay."'

1, HMHany recent srrivals from Irelsend wvere therefore
unsble to fulfil this recuirement,

2. [Dpodford Observer,1®, 17 Yeb. 1848,
3¢ Ibide, 24 Febd, 1848,
k. M.. 2 Nar,. 1m.



Within Sredford iteelf, opposition grew sgeinst
the use of £2,000 for emigretion purposes,
and at a Vestry meeting of Dredford rotepeyers
held on 10th March, the opponents of the
neasure csrried the day, msuch to the chegrin
of the Editor of the lUpsdford Observer. *
Finelly, the FPoor lavw board refused to
sonction the use of the £2,000: when the
sctusl number of intending emigrsnts wes
known, it sdvised, snother meeting of the
township's Guordisns should be held snd
s resolution possed for reising or borrowing
the sctusl sum required, ®

In the cose of thooe distressed
Bredfordisns fortunste enocugh to meet »ll
official requirements for emigration, their
ponsege out to Austrelis wes defreyed by the
Jovernment, There wos, hovever, 2 demand
for woolcoubers in the United Stotes =
or sofit vas cleimed by the radford Observer,
adding thet the Helief Committee hod received
several spplications to go there, The
Comnissioners had mo power beyond the colonies,
and of these, Austrslis wves the most prefersble.
1. ZSpedford Observer, 9, 16 Mere 1848,
2¢ Ibides 23 Mar. 1348,
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The Basrd of Guerdisns, equally, hod no
pover to send emisrents to the United States,
though Canads wss possible. Dven digtressed
woolcombers witk large femiliae wenting to
go to imerice under the promise of work
could mot be furnished with the vherevithsl
to 30.1.
Hony Bradferd operstives, including
wooloconbers, left for /merica, of course,
without officisl escistonce. OSome suctioned
vhatever furniture they still nossesced,
inveating the proceeds in on itlentic possege.
One "pesh snd thoughtless son" emigreted to
/merdcs in lote 1347 leoving » wife aged 18
snd two smell children st home in Bradford, ®
One wife, Jone Porkineon, sged 79, who lived
with her two children end wother im isb itreet,
comnitted suicide after her mebaond Willism,
2 woolcomber, finelly left for North Americs
sfter » period of sepsretion and maritsl
diseords ® Agoin, meny emigrent wooleosbers

ware clesrly youns snd single.

1. Zredford Observer, 17 Feb, 1848,
2o lHoplifex Ouerdimm, 134 20 leve 1847,
3e Epadford Obmerver, 5 Fore 1847,
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Even whem hendewoolcombers vere sble
to cross the itlsntie without buresucretiec
eupport, their chsnces of obtaining identicel
wvork were uncertain, Their problem on
resching the United Gtetes was not so much
that combing mochines were videly uced
there but thet vorsted menufacturing « »s
opposed to woollen - wes still in its
relative infoncy. Indeed, it was the
introduetion of modern combing processes
thet mede the imerican worsted ysrn monufscture
comnercisrlly feosible, and "worsted,..6id not
get » penuine start until sbout 18%0%, The
ledhanr Yorsted Compeny wes the first vorsted
nsnufacturer on s factory besia, though its
development wes slow becouse of sn insufficient
supply of long combing wool end skilled labour,
ond becsuse the vorsted processes had not yet
sdopted povere ZAgein, slthough Ssmuel Counillard,
of Boston, had patented on sutometic combding
mechine in 183" end 1836, and the comd was
later manufectured by the New Inglsnd orsted
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Compeny, firet st Lowell, then st Sexonville,
the mechine wes not used to comb carpet wools
untdl after 186§, Like its esrlier countervorts
in Snglend, the machine wam unsstisfactory for
combing fige woolse Consequently the hande
woolcomber from Dpadford might find his skills
of some use ia New Znglsnd snd elsevhere

until simost 1860,

Vpiting from Albany County, Few York
Stote, in esrly 1848, H,B, Wsterhouse
summorised the situstion in the ‘mericen
textile-monufscturing trede vhich owelted
sny Bradferd comber who hoped to obtain
work there in his own skills, Weterhouse
had been » woolcomber hinmself for » conaidersble
period in Bfsdford defore emigreting to the
United States some threo years earlier,

As he cleimed to have visited every worsted
faetory but ohe in North Americe, he wos in

» good position to roport on the mumbdber of
combers slresdy emploved, their woges snd
prospects. The outlook wes not roay. About 4O
combers vere employed at Ballerd Vele, Mosa.y ond

1. v- & Vauerasberger, W
+ Jpodford Observer,
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whilst Woterhouse thought thet this wss the
best place for them in the United Stotes, he
had no knowledge of further openings there -
all the plsces were filled and mony were
aveiting veconcies. /It “helmeford, near
lLowell, upwards of 20 combers were once
employed, but now there were none snd the
factory wes likely to close. lNo more
combers were required at Providence, R.l.,
where six combers were st work, In
Philsdelphia and ite suburbs, about 30
combers hod found wvork, but this wes now
only spasmodic,

At Cohoesy NeYe, the location of
Yeterhouse, conbers hod been employed for
the first time sbout twvelve months earlier.
Combers had heem advertised for and
encouraging letters sent to Brodforde Ome
gentlemsn in Monchester Roed, DBradford, hod
encoureged sbout 40 combers to go, but their
wouldebe employer denied sending for them.
Unemployment feced the lsrge number who hosd
srrived st Cohoes in December 1847 and
Jaonusry 1848: they had no prospects for
some time and no money either to keep themselves

or move elsevheres The factory there woes
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slso likely to close, in which cese the &0
or 80 wooloombers would be im o difficult
situstion if umable to obtein work in other
trodess vhen fully occupled, combers in
Americs were esraing on sversge about I}
s veeke Yaterhouse wes also mmch concerned
obout thoae coubers coming from irsdford.
At home they hed been living in terrible
circunstsnces. Sowe had sold furniture ond
clothing in order te emigrste, Others had
teft their families in distrens, but in the
hope of geood nplom‘ had expected on
eorly reunion h ‘merica, They hed then
experienced the triols of o winter pssssgo}
end meny hod contractied ship-fever, W.
one young man named vhittem from the Henchester
Hoad sree hod died within eight deoyas of arriving in
Cohoes, and the some fate had Defsllon John
Cosle Two or three others were critieally ill
in the Albemy (H.Y,) fever hospital,

Wapterhouse concluded: "Cotton fectories
and woollen fsctories sre everywhere in operstion,

and very many are in the course of erection.
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The worsted business does not make the progress
I would like, and what is the couse I comnot tell,
I doubt not, but if some enterprising memufacturers

were %o come to this plesce, and moke some faoncy

wvorsted goods, but immense money might be made",
In short, "I_would encoursge no operatives to

Simileor sentiments were expressed by the
‘eve Johm Winterbothsm, who, as olresdy moted,
hod emigreted to Censds in mide1842,2® Resuming
his correspondence, he repe-ted his contention
that 40 or 50 Brodford femilies could settle
in the Brsntford snd Yoodstock sresa, but that
sobriety end hard work vere esseantisls, s wos
asdoptability in work, Additionslly: "Those
who hsve been somevhat sccustomed to outdoor lebour,
would do the best, snd they would never need to fear
being in wtt“." Unfortunstely, "outedoor lsbour"
woes herdly the cheracteristic of the Irsdford
wvoolcomber's life, wvhen employedl The hordships

1. H,B, Wsterhouse, Cohoes, Albeny Co., H,Y,, to
Joshus Pollard, Bradford, 4 Feb, 1848 (in Bpadford

Obperver, ? Her. 1842),
Ze Wp 21, 28 Jule, 24 lov, 18“2
an,, 29 Jun, 10#3; leeds Hergury, 23, 30 Ju1.18‘02.

3o Rn. J. dinterbothenm, Brentford, U.,Ce, to
' rd Ohgerver, 19 Joan. 1848 (extraset in
Obae ) 2 Yar, 1N).
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to be endured by the eaigrent were slso noted
by Ure Scoresby, foraerly Vicer of bpredford,
vho, on his ‘mericsn visit, recorded the
exiastence of the Sritish Protective Enigront
Soolety in New York, for "protecting poor
snd friendless emipgr-nts from fyresud and
imposition, and for finding destitute persons
ouplamt“.l‘

¥Well intentioned as these correspondents vere -
snd the lev, ¥interbothom wrote o sequel to

hie lotters

= they did little to revesl o
clesre-cut solution to the plight of the Uredford
woolcombers. Some were undoubtedly sble to

moke their way to Americs snd Austrelis during
the spring of 1848, »s vitness the ‘merics=bound
Sradford poseengers sboord the ill-feted _mess,
including the fortunete George l’linn." end the

" exwdistressed woolcouber", illsn Herson,

1. Reve 'r, Seoresby, " shington, D. +4 to
9 Febe 1848 (extroct
W& 2 Mere 18450,
Ze R.". J. winmhotham. Brentford, U," .y
‘ ' 27 Jone 16‘03
] 23 Ber., 1848),

Se Bpadford Obgerver, 13 Apre 1843,
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sbout to seil with his family for Au-trana."'

For the overvhelming majority remsining
in bredford, however, the situation vorsened
sporecisbly during the first half of 1848,

By March, the lelief Committee had expended

s large proportion of the public subscription
of nesrly £2,000, st the seme time as the
relieving officers in Bredford township alone

were distributing relief at the rate of

2. 3.

£300 a week, The position was much the seme in lay,
At the end of March, the Poor Lav Guardisns for

the township were relieving 4,636 sble-bodied

men sand women at » cost of £235,08.11des per week,

and st the beginning of June, 5,457 at £273.108.6d,
‘bout one in ten of the population in the Union

was in receipt of porish relief, This wes

only part of the story, for, including those

not heving a '10&01 settlement' in the township,

snd those too proud snd independent to seek

public cherity, neerly one in five wes in

le Allen Marson, "Emigrant Ship, the Duke of Roxburgh,
Flymouth Sound", to Vm, Byles, E==£‘2£2“Qh":§!§'
10 4ipre 1848 (in Ippdford Obgorver, 20 'pre 1843).

2e Drpadford Observer, 16 Mar, 1843,

3e ibides 11 May 1848,
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2 stete of poup.rial.l‘

In the borough of
Bredford, in June, 13,722 persons were
receiving parochisl relief snd 6,800

receivin: sustonsnce from bread snd soup
kitchens, Hot surpriesingly, the poor retes
had risen considerably: 4in 1BASLAL6, £5,018

hod been collected, in 184647, £16,100,

and in 1847 = late Hay (omly) 1848, £31,629,2°
' The depths to which many woolcombers

had sunk is illustrsted by the inquest on
Hichael Mortimer, sped %1, one of their number,
held ot the Fox »nd Hounds Inm, FNorth wing,

in Yay 1848, [Before his desth from

"premature decreytude ... induced, appsrently,
by the want of proper smstensnce', Hortimer

hed lived with hia wife and four children

in a twoeroomed cottppe in ¥Yepping, en

ares known for its high density of Irish

1amigrant¢.3’ One of the two rooms wes

le JUpedford Observer, 22 June. 1848,
2 Leoncester Cogetis, 23 Jum. 1848,

3. Co Hichordson, "Irish Settlement in lid-lineteenth
Ceatury Bradford’, W2, By 1851, lsrge numbers of
Irigh femilien lived im I4ly Row, Nerthbrook
Ltreet, Wapping Hond, wepring Ltreet amnd +ild Beosr
Street = all in VWspvinge
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used as » combing workshops the other provided
sccomnodation for living, esting »nd sleepiag
for six people. /s & result of illehea2lth,

he received porochisl relief of 5s.0d 8 week,
latterly summented to 78.0dey 2nd this would
probably be peid henceforth to his dependants,
The ingquest Jury's report ies reveoling:

"4 few minutee' wolk [ from the Fox’ond Hounds ]
brought us to the residence of the decessed,

& cottage, reeched by halfe-pedogen steps,

end situsted in one of the streects celled
voppinge Though hizh upon » steep inclinme,
the dirt ond bad drasinsge in those perta were
strikingly sprerent. The 'compound of
villsinous suells' wos slmost intolersbles

snd the dilepidsted ond dirty dwellinge
suf’iciently betokened the poverty of the
dwellings in thet recion. Uroups of povertye
stricken men snd women, spparently woolcombers,
presented themselves st the chomberewindows,
st sireet corners, snd »t doorways, os the
jury proceeded thirough the streets, ond, os
they pessed one of these groups, & femsle inquired -

'Yhat, then, you sre come to sce pln‘tion'".l'

1. Ipadford Obgerver, 18 Moy 1848,



Sowme woolcombers end operstives
nanoged to escrpe these eppelling conditions
before hope wes totally lost, often st the
expense of lesaving behind distressed fomilies.
bgpvid Smith, for exsmple, wrote {rom merica
(letter uapsid) requecting the Doard of
Guardions to expend £2% for his wife snd
family to join him, his shopmstes having
subscribed £10, The Dosrd declared thet

it hed no suthority to do -n.l'

‘nng
the wife of Thomos VWeood, woolcomber, who
had pecently emigroted to imerice, died in
the Bysdford poor-house in November 1548, *
in order to provide some occupation
for » proportion of unemployed combers in
Bredfordy lend wes requisitioned os en
experiment for model-Tearwing. By thisgit

wos claived that moral stomines ond selfe

relisnce would be encoursged snd some kuovledpe

le Eradford Obgsorver, 13 Jul. 1848,

2 Ihides 7 Dec. 1848,
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of husbendry gained before possible
enfigrotion, Horeover, becsuse of this
apprenticeship, the combers would be eligible
for » free possaoge to iustrelis ond other
colonies when othervise they would bde
rejected by the Imisretion Commnissioners.
By August, some 50 men were engeged in
preporing lsnd for sowing and planting
ot Bradford Moore:®
During the sumrer of 1848, the question
of rote-ssaisted enigretion agein nrose.

vhen ©2,000°

*wss voted by the proeemipretion
group of lradford township rotepsyers in
Fabruary éo enable distressed combers and
others to loov-.s‘ the vote was of no

value becouse it spplied only to those with
gettlement in the tovnship, Only two
persons in this cotegory spplied for such
spoietoncey #nd, nlsoc becsuse of other
rotepayers' opiositiong the matter wea not

pressed, An snomely was to be found in

giving those with five yesrs' reaidence

le Zpedfond Observar. © Juls, 10 ‘uge 184,

2e Hot to be confused with the {2,000 reised
by the UYepdford lelief Committee.

Yo ‘odford Obse-ver, 17 Feb, 1848,
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o olaim for relief snd in yet denying them

¢ shere of that part of the rates devoted

to emigration purposes. A chenge in the law

now geve those persona with five yeosrs'

residence the some privilese »s the

settled poor of the parigh whem they wished

to anipgretes Perheps lpedford township,

the Zradford Obsgrver suggested, might think

it proper to renew its greant for emigretion,

for many percons esrlier denie! rate-ssaisted

emigretion now appesred to be cugiulol‘
The cose~history of the Trig: femily

of Opedford illustretes the difficulties

facing woolconbers and other opersntives who

sought rote-sssinte’ emigretion, iirs Trige,

» woolecouber, his wife ond eight cmmn -

peven sons ond one deughter -« lived in

Bunker's Hill, lorth ¥Wing (Wepping). The eldest

pon vas leerning his fother's skille, twvo of

.thahoyawen in the mill end the others |

were too young to work, except the girl who

suffered from poor heslth, The fomdly hed received

i. [Bpedford Obssryer, 10 /ug. 1843.



- 1033 -

no parish relief for 19 yesrs, when, becouse

of the father's illness, the family had

become chargeable for & period of three we-ks.
A few years esrlier, !re Trigs's

brothere-in<law had left the employ of

lessrs, Carnett in Dredford to emirste to

the United Stotes ond he now owned » farm

in Visconsine, “hen tlie brothereinelaw

hearc of the distress being experienced by

woolcombers, he sent £20 to the Tris-s and on

offer of work for father snd sons, DBoth

Mre and Mrs. Trigs vere keen to leave for

smerics, but £20 wves less than ome«half

of the sum needed to convey ten persons to

\liscongin, Twe choices were therefore cpen

to the Triggs « apsrt from the third of

steying in Bradford. FPert of the fomily,

say, the father end two eldest soms, could go,

leaving lirs, Triég snd the younger children to

fend for thempelves until money wes forthcoming

from imerics. Alternstively, the reouired

smount, probably about sncther 30, would hove

to be borroved so thet the whole family could

emigrote st the same timee If the first

altern-tive were chosen, the mother and six

children would become chargesble ot once to the

poor rates end would receive ©s.0de Or 78.0d o

week, Under the most favoursble circumstances,
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ot lesst six montha would elepse before
Ype Tripg could make sny remittonce, snd
even this would be insufficient to convey
the rest of the femily, who would be
obliged to a2p:ly for ssciastonce from the
rolieving officer, ille, "following the
procedent slready established in aimiler
cases", would perhaps advence “s.0de OF
78.0d. to eke cut their pessege money.
padford towmahi» would, therefore,
expend at lecst (15 before larch 1849,

After twenty years of morrisge,
howaver, the Trigss declined to accept
sny period of separsation, They spplied
to the Spsdford lelief Comuittes who
were unable to help becsusme their funds
wera exhauasted, though the Committee's
secretary, Yillism Byles (Gditor of the
Bppdford Obgeryer) suspested that, if sufficient
suretios were forthcoming, the Uusrdiens might
lend £15 or £20, The sureties vere found
snd Byles wrote to the Josrd requesting
considerstion of the cage. The letter wee reed
to the Doeord, ¢ prest ergument engued, but the
cese wes never considered. DByles cloimed thet

similor ceses hed been helped in the nost and
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that the Zoard had refused to help on $nig
oceasion becsuse of "personal pigue' spainst
hime I1f the cose had bean submitted to the
central Boerd in the correct way, Jyles
further clesimed, they would hnve sutiorised
the Jusrdisns to assist, Help wes
fortheoming, however, from » munber of nolw
officisl sources. The wblic.tiw of the
fomily's dilemma produced help for lirs,
Trice, ‘"m wuited upon many of the more
opulent inhsbitsnts”s Joshus Jollerd
sent £1 from Blaekpool.l' in »ll, the Triyg
fomily received X1% in contributions,
toMr with gifts of clothing, books
| and food,

Conseguently, the “pigg fenmily
were able to lesve Bresdford on 3lst ‘usust
1846 and take pessage ot Liverpool the
follovwing day for ligw Crlesns, erriving
there o 18th Uctober sfter an uneventful
voyoge, The whale family hed reached
thet poimt for £31, including provisions,

1., Joshus Pollsrdy "ickson's Hotel, Zlackpool,
to ¥m.Bylee, iradford, 27 ‘fuge 1848,



- 1056 -

end although there then remsined only £5, there
is no evidence to suggest thot the fomily did
not cover the leat 1,400 miles to their
destinotion in Hucmiaol.

Self-help, or at least noneofficisl
osssistonce, hed permitted the Trigss to aril
for ‘merics, Another locel astteupt to
establish “pedford emi renta on /‘mericen
soil was conteoined in the plans of the
Bpsdford Cooperstive Hmigretion Society,
vhose formation wos announced by Jonnthan
Rogerns of Noe 30, Perk Lone, Little lorton,
in » lettor doted 25th ‘pril 1749 and published
in The People.”® /lso in April, » mumber of
readore of Thg Feoplg met to form en sscocistion
for emigrotion to Americe snd sgreed to outline
their plems to Joseph Serker. The Dysdford
Society hoped to enrcl gome 50 members by the
“hitountide, soch contyidbuting ‘one dollar',
Borker was them to receive the totsl smount as
2 deposit on land he wes to select on behalf of the
Society when he visited imerica during the sumner,
Contributions, unspecified, would them be
porid veekly or monthlys ond vhea » sufficient
omount hod been co'lected, cultivation would be sterted

1. ipedford Obgarver, 2%, 31 iusme, 1° Nove 1843,
Ze pg_% Iy Hoe 51 (cited by Mg Hrook,
"Jose rker asad w..-"g 33)e
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by seversl members of the Joeciety, Other
senbers would be emabled to eamigraste by
contimuing contributions ond Ly the proceeds
from improved land in ‘merice, When the
land wes completely psid fory scresge
would be distributed fairly by lots.
in response, larker merely stated thot
he did mot wish to uadertske sole
responsibility for selecting the lend inm
dmerices and requested thet he be socompsnied
by -o-.‘aqniann of the Societye

Some weoks loter, the Society
roceived further publicity in Jhe Feople. ®
The presmble of the article ves thet 1t wos
obvious thet grevt distress wes prevelent
in dpedford, snd that the cause of this wes
of less importence tisn the recedye, The
Fotters' lmigretion Socliety, spporently
in decline, wes not recommended, sz it wam
founded on & “tordy lotteryelike Fl'a”o?.

1. The Feople. I, Nos 55 (eited by M. frook, 364),

2+ Seversl roughly contemporsry references to
the Potters' lmigr otion Jociety occur in

the (23 liove 1848,
22 Fabe, 2% Aug s for exsmple) ond in
many other Yorkshire NewSPLPOrs,
UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY

LEEDS
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By comtrest, lana's Snlspent's Seaphete Juide
suggested o for better scheme for eaigrsiion:
200 members from the seme town, each paying
Gde 8 week, could be settled on the lond

in gix yesrs. Uy douwbling the coantribution,
the Uredford Seeciety hoped to schieve the
some object in three yeerse Included in the
dociety's rules were the following: members
were to be admitted by bellot; members mnd
fomilies would be located on & juintly-run
‘merican fermj mo Jdrunksrds or profligetes
wvere to Le membersi the contribution wss

to be 1s0d. per wvoek, and brsunches wight

be formed outside Sredford; officlsls of

the Loclety woull receive uo payj wonthly
meetings of the whole Joclety weuld consider
snd resolve importeunt mettersj the Society
would select the first emigration party

s8 soon se oufficient subseriptions hed been
reised, and thereafter, perties would be
chosen by lote “he lpedford Sevince Uenk
would hold the Soclety's deposits in the newme
of Jogeph Barker; snd communicetions were to be
sent to "Vp, Upeenvood, Cookseller"”, Gchool iStreet,

Manchester Soad, &'-dford.t'

1, Mo Brook, 30405,
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Jomeph Harker agreed to become the
dociety's sgent in ‘merica, vriting to the
Seeretary of the "Bpadford or lLittle lorton
imigretion Zociety”, Gth June 1849, Borker
indicated thot he would buy @ amsll estote
neay his intended ploced of settlement,
or on estate combining his »nd the dociety's
londe £8 hod been received by Barker ss »
deposit, ond he seiled from Liverpeol,
23rd Junest*

The Bredford Cooperstive ‘migreation

S“i.t’.z.

noting its estoblishment in June
1849, then sunounced some modificetion to
its former communitorian simse ® The firet
port of the settlement's work would be
cooperstivey but then the property wes to bve
distributed after five yeors, when hopefully,

some members would establish » pernsment
community. The Irpdford Obgerver, not

1. % Em. 11, los. (’0. 62 (cited by Hg m.
-

2. Oeecretery, Jonsthen Rogersi Treasurer, Joseph
Borkery Henkers, sset Horley snd tpadford
Javinge Bank,

3« Ihg ‘soples 11, Hoe 62 (cited by s ro-k, 365),
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surprisingly, ves "much plessed"” with the

aims of the Joeciety to purchrs» & forr in

Wimeonsin (it wan revealed) pnd "to send

out » first botch of mettlers in Aprdd [1850]¢,1*
The latter months of the Loclety, hovever,

are vague ond uncertain., Barker promised to

report to the Society when he had been shle to

see the country, but his observetions never

seen to have beon fortheoming, thourh there

is reference to » Jomeph Bromlay, » member of

the Emigration Jocliety, heaving bdeen deceived

into buying worthless lsnd in Virginis, *

Loter, $he Feople annocunced that twe members

had goans to look ot lend in ‘meriecs, tiot

one person had decided uwpon land in Indisns,

that 960 acres had been pre-supted by

“Npo Gpeenvood”, snd thet sevem frmilies wers

vorking the lemds”® The lost repert im

The Feopls sugzeats thet slthoush s ‘reenwoed

le Zpedford Obgerver. 6 depe 1849.
2, 3 11, lese 684 774 89 (cited by Mebrook,

L -

5. MCO 11. “00 9!' m’ Huo 107' 133.3)'.
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end his psrty preeempted 1,120 acrea, had it
surveyed snd partly laid out for s settlement
called Mpsdford, the plan may or mey nbt heve

1. A ptatement of acoount to

come to fruition.
9th Februrry 1850 pevesls that slthousgh Drsdford
wasa the birtiplsce of the Society, its membership
ves drevn from at leest tuenty other nomed
pleces renging from Newesstle upon Tyne and
Sunderlond im the north to lLondon in the south.>*
Even if the Hpsdford Cooperstive “migration
Society hod been successful in sending out its
full complement of, sey, 200 members, it ia
nost unlikely thet the distressed class of hende
woolcombers would hsve benefited more thon
minimelly by the loclety's operetions. Iven if
21l 200 bad been woolcowbers, end gll hed seiled
for ‘merice, their removsl would heve -ounted only
elightly egsinst the thousanda of thet clsss
partislly employed or totslly out of werk im
1849«50, im sny cese, ® reguler contribdution
of 18,0d, » weelk ves aluost certainly beyund
the ability of most handecomwbers to poye
During 1849, o pelative improvement occurred

in the Spedford trade. Indacd, the lgedford

1. Zhe lsoplge 111, lHome 151e52e
2e Ms. 1, Nose 77, 85. 9he
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Ohgerysr recommended vorkers to taoke adventage

of “the present high tide of trede"” %o provide
themselves with the wvherewithel to emigrate

before the slmont inevitshle return of "bed tim"ol°
It sho_uld beo remembered, hovever, thst woclcombers
as o group did not shere fully in the imrrovement
in trede, Voolcombers' weekly wages hod declined
from ebout l6s. for men and 7s, for boys in 1833

to eround 7se in the yeors 1848.51, vhen fully
occupled, » woolcoumber snd his wife received shout
784 for combing H01b, of boteny ® in 1848,

though the genernl price wee sbout 78, & person
for 701b, of wool, perhape one weei's work,

By eomperison, the hondevesver's wege in 1850

1. Zradford Obgerver, © Sep. 1849,

2e Doteny: fine merino vool imported from /‘ustrslis
(Boteny Hey), /uetrelisn wool wes intyroduced to
England in 1508 by Ssmuel Marsden, who wes
reised in the “est Riding textile villoges of
Farsley, Morsforth end lowdon, Ixcept in the
Wemt Country, the was used only slowly im
Englond, Johm Vood (1793-1871) wes one of the
first Pradfordisns to nix Spitish oad ‘uatrsl.di-a
wool in 1824, bdut the imported wool woc "mo short
and required so much skill in the hend couber to
: re it a8 to prevent its extensive ume“, In
, hovever, Weod, ona of the largest worated
combers ond epimners in Aredford (end industriasl
reformer), obtained lorger cuentities in Londong
ond improved techniques sllowed him to use the
iustrslisn wvool in fine yorns (J,7, ‘ard, "Tve
Floneers in Industrial Reform", BelsSed. (1953=64),
33=34y 37, citing Wade Hustwick, "‘wo Idoneers of
imstrelion ¥ool", BeTsS.Je (195%60), and

Eppdiond Observex Sudggls 21 ipre 1906),
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wos sbout Ye.fde, @ vomen millvorker's sbout
€8¢ on excovator's sbout 10s., ond » mechsnic's
188, = 2284 & weeks™® For those without vork,
however « snd the woolsomber, inerecsingly
subject to the incursion of the mochine-comb,
was one of the wmost likely to be unemployed -
the position of pauper wes the lesst envinble,
In 1848, poor relief wom about 2d, por hesd
per day, snd im 1851, sbout 3d.°"

In October 1849, the Spsdford Hoord of
Gusrdions met to consider » circular letter
from the Poor Lew Board relsting wainly to
the duty of overseers snd others in the
levying, é-n»u-; and precovery of rotes,
The question was ssked as to vhether money
could be expended in osssisting perties to
enigrote, ond the snever wes obvicusly in the
sffirmotive, In the cese of this epplying to
porties wenting to emigzrete to the United itstes,
the snover woo less certein, though it wes

1l Cy Richardeon, "Irish Settlement in lid«liineteenth
Contury DBrodford", Sk,

2« Bpedford Observer. 11 Mey 1848, 1% Hay 1751,
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thought thet it applied to any port of the
worldy but with emphaais still on the
fpritish colonies, In any event, the
congent of the Foor Low Board must be
goined firet « ond the Bosrd might object
to the United itotes. Two apolicotions

to tho Bosrd of Jusrdisns were cited:

both femilies vere chorgeable to the town,
both wented to go to the United iHtetes,
snd » very smoll sum would sllow them to do
s0e If they stoyed in Byadford, they wvere
likely to be permanent burdens upon the norishe
In each cose, the father of tha family was
slresdy in Amerige, but needed sasistonce to
got hig fomily out. The Gusrdisns comeluded,
however, that a8 the father wag sbseat, the
Poor Low Board would object to money being
spent in this woy, for it would probably
encourege hushends to desert their fomilies
in the hope thet their Wu would be
lster comveyed sbroed at the town's expense,
On the one hend, femilies would remain »
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permensnt burden, ond on the other, the iloardi's
permission would lesd to sbuse, OLven ,fter
money had been gronted by the town's mecting,
the Boerd had refused its consent on ssrlier
ocoaaions,

The first yeers of the 1850b oppeer to
have mﬁ.dcd generelly stesdy employment for
seny iredford textile cperstiveas The
handcomber, though he shared in this tine
of relative prosperity and .ss often Mully
employed, found thet, in the fsce of increvaingly
relentless pressure from the poverecomb, bis
sreater efforta schieved less rother thon nore
recoupense. ‘h:h trensitionsl period between hand
snd pover meant thst whilat the latler wos able
to shsorb & susll proportioa of hendecomhers,
the outlook waes indeed zloocmy for the reat,
ironically, the powere-comb which rencved
on industrisl bottle-neck, increase! the cutput
snd peduced the cost of worsted yeyn, and provided
acre euployment in other Lrenches of the trede,

1. ZDzpdford Obgarver, 1 Nov. 1749,
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produced only destiructive efiects for the
handecogbers In the finer qualities of
wool, power wes sble to obtein results
unequalled by hend, snd (by sbeut 1848.49)
roduced indirectly "even the price of
combing those wools for which the machines
sre mc:.t]ad-pted"."'

In eorly 1254, vet snother publie
meeting wa' held to consider the woolcombers'
impoverished atste, sgmreveted by the inclem: ney
of the weather and the high priee of provisions,
Optimisticelly, it wes hoped to chviste once
and for 2ll recurring enpesls for asnistence
from thot uiaan. Yot sein, emigrotion wos
nsxmtud an » oeons of providing »ertcrncnt
relief. Though it wes not fully desirable thet
wooleonbers, if shle-bodied and emploredble in
Sritein, should emigratey it would be for
botter for individusls to lesve by » well

1. JZrpsiford Obsorver, 1 Fedb, 1849, 2¢ Jun, 185k,
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orgenised system of emigrstion then to lsn:wish
ot home, It wes surpested thot clder woolconbers
would be hetter employed ot lLome, the younger
elzevhere, Surely vhere perties wvere eligible
for on’gretion, some sseicstsnce could be

given by Bradforﬁiaxia. slded an! guided nuy

the Sovernment .1'

One operative wooleomber, Jeorze \fi‘xitc.a'
peinted » gloomy picture: when fully in work,
e comder's weges misht be 10s. » week, but
many meR were unmlo'yod end hundreds verc
soturlly sterving. '‘migretion wen for
preferedle to stervetion, “hite, secepting
thet handcombing wesn sn ohsolescent trode,
proposed » gixepoirt plan encowpnsoing

the surzestions of the Yooleombera' Comittees
&nimt&on for tha shlewbodied shovld he.
plamd on & compreqensive bSesis. A

oouitm should be appointed at » public
mecting empovered to sscertsia the amount of

home employment available for those able and

le JSpedford Obpervers 26 Jon. 1854e

2. This mpy hove beon the Georye White, horm in
Bpodford in 1817, ‘physiesl~force' hLaertist,
liout mat to Vesrguas O'Commor, snd renorter for

ot Ltore Mo‘“lg“k. Sopton,

i gh Chortigt 0y PPel%y D6 however,

mu hﬂ lar w&u i.n !.50. roasibly 8 »

Gopvernment ‘remittonce men', was loter reported

in Kansos City »nd Celiformis, ond roturned to

Leads in the 1860k, This may have been his

second retura to Yorkshire,
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willing to accepte A publicly suthorised

deputation, accompanied by the lMP.s for

the borough,y Milligsn and Wickham, should

meet the Government Emigration Commissioners.

A rate should be levied to assist any

grent or aid rendered by the CGovernment,

A public subscription should be solicited

from the benevolent to effect the above

objects and to relieve extreme cases.

Lestly, the whole mansagement should be

placed in the hands of a publicly eppointed

committee, with the Meyor, magistrates and

clergymen of all denominations as exwofficio

members,®
The Reve WeF. Black reiterated that,

although some doubt had been expressed about

whether 2 rate was leviable for emigration,

this was easy to achieves A meeting of

ratepayers was first to be summoned for the

purpose; and this meeting would have the right

to levy a rate not greater than one~half the

average rate l@vied during each of the previous

three yvears, If the rate had averaged ls.8d.

in the pound = ;s in Bredford's cose = a rate

for emigration could be levied at 10d, in the pound

(equal to a sum of £10,000), Ratepeyers would

probably agree to this sum being reised and

assistance could then be sought from .M,

1. Bradford Observer, 26 Jan. 185k.
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Compissionerse Young femilies would be
given preference, and isustrslis snd the
Cape of Uood Hope would be the most likely
destinetions for woolcomberss A sum of
£104000 would allow for the emigraetion
of sbout 300 fouwilies, each family
congisting of 2 meny his wife and one or
two childrens *®
A meeting of the Woolcombers' Committee
et the end of Jenuery (1854), sttended by
“aleForster, represented "sppelling distress"”
snongat weny combers; and it wes egreed thot »
subecommittee be sppointed to register those
who had nbpoarod before them in order to effect
ection by relief or sid in emigrotions Upon
request, the Boerd of Cusrdisns sgreed to relax
the law as far ss poscible where partially employed
combers were concerned, One protagonist of the
combers' csuse, the Reve Jomathen llyde, wos elected
st the 1854 election of Guardisns,”* The

1. Bradford Obgerver, 26 Jon, 185k,

2, Rev, Jonathen Glyde: borm l'evom, 1 Jon, 1508
died Bradford, 9 .ece 18543 Pestor of Horton Lone
Chapel, Pradford, 1835-542 Heve Ge%e Conder,

r’ b JAL 2\ i : o} $:1 g d '. .
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sub=comnittee registered 1304 combers in

Sredford, Bowling snd Menminghen by esrly

Februeryt 476 were unemployed, 539 hod some

work snd 289 vere in full works The figures,
hovever, did mot include sn enolysis for lorton.
Although the Vicer of pedferd comsidered thot,
ss the registrstion wes incomplete, the question
of enipretion ves mremature, the lev, Block
euphasised thet retepeyer: shouwld levy & reote

for smigrestion, »lbeit ot the modified rote of (d.
in the pounds The wation wes eerried wigh the rider
urging young men to enter other types of textile
omploynant,”*

Six weoks elspsed and the relief comnittes
for distressed woolcombera met again under the
chairmanship of Titus (loter Sir Titus) Jalt.
Little if sny prosress wes reported, for the
resaons all too evident inm 1848, Little
cooperation had been foptheoming from enplayers
in the neighbourhood. Hmquiries hed been made
obout the precticsbility of » rate beiny levied
to sesiet enigretion, but such » rate could
only be spvlied to si: the emigrstion of those
having legsl settlement ss metives of the townghiyp,e

and not for those having merely o settlerent of

1. Sradford Obsexver, 2y 9 Ted. 175h,
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irremovebility. The Upséferd Ohserver, however,
believed that though this wee once true,settlencnt

by induetriol residence wee nov ¢ quelification,
By esrly Mereh, the register of combers in lorth,
South, Bogt end ¥West Yards, Momningham, Bowling,
Grest snd Little Vorton, revesled a totel of 2,577
860 were uwnemployed, 1017 were portislly employed
end 700 vere in full work, Of these totals, however,
942 peceived less than ?se per head ver weok in
the femily.,l

Cne Bradford comber wos bitter in his
condemnstion of "the wealthier classes”, "The poverty
of the a:os of us"y he wrote to the [rodford Uhoarver,
has been urged upon the bemevoleat for o long
time with very little succemsg the wenlthier ¢lusses
of Bredford have not done their duty, neither do we
expect they ever will., They conm do without us
(end we know it) and they will not provide un with the
mesns of betterins our comdition in snother lsnd, vhere
labour is in demend, Ve sre therefore sterving
in the midst of plenty. We live in vutrid snd

unvholesome cellarm, in o town thst is second to none

le Bradford CheeEvske s 16 More 1854,
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in the splendour of its werehouses, UYe have

to stey in our dens on & Sundsy becouse we

have not decent clothing to walk in to

breathe the pure air of heaven”, This

comber's expenditure for himself, wife snd

four children over e period of %o weeks in the

summer of 1854 is illuminsting: 1% 1b, flour

(28493d)y 62 1b, potetoes (2s.13ds)y 17 1b.butter

(18.54da)y 12 15, suger (83d.), 1% 1b. meat (104,),

1 1be bacon (7de), 1 ons coffee (1d.), i oz, tea

(1dde)y herwings (2d), cheese (1d), plums (1d.),

milk (1«}‘.); woter cress (1d), yeest (1d,),

turnips (3d.), selt (Jde) "epiee for children" hd.).

water (u.)f'ztm. blsecking, sand, pottery (2d.),

satches (Jde), sosp (21ds), 2 owte coal (94,),

charcosl (18.,03d,) end two peirs of sloge (lm.bd.).

The comber's weekly rent of 1ls.Dde made up the

oversil two weeks' expenditure to 16s.93d.>°
Despite difficulties, discoursgevents

snd reprosches, snd only moderate cooperation

from meny large euployers and rinncia aid

from the wealthy, the Voolcombers'iid Committee

(loter, Society or Associstion) combined "the

functiong of » chariteble body with those of ea

enployment amq".“’ Their efforts were not

1. 'lpi‘l’ = gveets,
2e lipter wes presumsbly bought from the wster-cerrier,

3« ZBpadford Observer, 31 Aug. 185%,
he E.Me Sigesvworth, "An episode in wool combing",1l4,
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without swecess,end by April 1854, the
Committee hod beer instrumentsl in transferring
over a hundred combers from thelr previous
work to more profiteble mumt.l‘ lome
vere employed locelly in Peel Tark; end by
July, 25 won vere found work in Middlesbroughe ®
Apert from Hiddlesbrough Iron Vorks, letters
vere sent to redlwsy companies, the Liverpool
anéd lenchester 'olice, and others, requesting
vaconcies to0 be notified, Advertisements
wore placed in the press, '‘hen openings
ocourred, coubers shd perhspes their fomilies
vere given o few shillings to toke thew
to their newv place of M."

In reaponse to representations made by
Eobert Milligen, the Bredford il,Pe, for o
nunber of woolcombers to go to Australis, the

le Epedford Obsexyer, 27 Apre 185k,
2¢ Ibide, 6 Jul, 1854,
B¢ B, Sigeverth, "in episode in wol combing" 115,
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fmipgretion Commissioners indicated in lay

1856 thet they would mot object to grenting
posnsges to Moreton Bay, o pestoral diatrict

of New Bouth ‘ales, for shout 200 op 300 of
the most eligible of the woolcombers, including
vives end children, Within & fev days, over
500 combers spplied te m."‘ The “‘generous
cooperstion” of vealthy Brasdfordisns wom now
requested, and Themes J, Impssll, Jecretary

of the Ueolcombers®' /dd Jociety, wos

"deputed to wait upon the rineipsl inhsbitants
to solicit domations”, ZEach emigrant comber
wvos required to poy a fee eof £1 (adult) or
108, (for children under the sge of 14); and
each was required to possess o certoin outfit
costing an sversge of 30u. por head, Of pl)
the woolcombers who spplied, meome 113 (90 of
them living in Bresdford snd suburbs) ware
selected for spprovel, £14%0 wes needed for
their outfitting, and privete sudbscription,

it wos hoped, would cover sll but ZLO of the sum
required, " The ocel Board of Gusrdisse vos

10 HMay 18564

o
.

2e Ipedford Observer, 12 Jum. 1656,
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spproached, but as on eorlier ocessions, it
vags claimed that their hands vere tied except

to provide nlhf in individusl coses., Thereupon,

Enpss)ll presented to the BDoord four apecific
csgsea requesting the sssistonce of 30me esch,
but the Bosrd declined to help as the spplicents
were oll ineligidble, hoving no settlement in
Brodforde ® Hevertheless, thanks to the efforts
of Milligen and Hapssll, some 73 persons finslly
left the Midlond Statien, Oradford, om 22nd July
1856, on the firot stoge of their journey to

‘ustrelias ®

In time, most of the emigronts
soen to have W."

Truly desperete conditions for the combers
during the vinter of 185758 Lrought reneved
oppecls for assisted pasooged to Austrelis,
but with 1ittle success. In Moy 1858, the sgemt
of the South ‘unetrolisn povernment wurote to
Tede Empeall indicoting that his sdministretion
wea keen to help combers and thet he would be

vigiting Spedford shoptly to meke o celection,

1. Jpedford Obgervers 19, 26 Jun., 3 Jul, 1856,
Ze Ibidey 17, 24 Jule 1856,

3¢ dee letter, David emd M4i, Fox, Yest Hodtlemd

&4 Nove 1857 (in Epadford Observer, 28 Jan,18

58)e
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In the event, his terms of reference seem

to hove been insppropriste becouse female
domestic servonts were the most recsuired,

though it wes argued, somevhot desperotely,

that combera with ummerried dsughters would

be suitable. The sgent (Mr, Hoorhouse) met

60 or 70 of the most likely combers, but

found only one to be eligible: unskilled
labourers were not required as the Irish,

who hed peid their own expenses or hed had

them poid by friends, were slready performing
thot worke. During the summer, T.Je Emposll
sdvertised the focilities offered by the
Emigrotion Commissioners for the free

enigrotion of "respectoble young women™ ‘
os domestic servents, For the combors themselves,
hovever, little ossistonce wos forthconing from
Austrslinse Combers clesimed thot with the

recent revival in trode there had been s "foly
snount"” of hend-combing, but thet the price

peid vos "never so miserebly low as ot present',
In August 1859, 492 Bredford combers signed o
petition, later presented to the South ‘ustrelion
Legislative Council ond House of /ssenbly, praying
that immigration resulations be relaxed to allow them
to enter, but no sction wes uu;."

1. m.ﬁ.gﬂ.m- 3y 2b Dece 1857, 13,27 lay,
15 Jules 10 uge 1850, 11 ‘uge 1859,
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flthough mueh publicity wes given to
pogsible oponings in ‘ustrelie, the
Yoolcombers' /id Seciety, in perticuler Thomos
Fapaall, did sterling vork in obtaining
esployment for destitute combers, especislly
in Fiddloobrouah.l’ snd in supporting requests
for o-igrntién to ‘merice, The testimoninsl
given to one suech ccmbar, ensbling him to
solicit subseriptions for emigrotion, is

1llustrative:

"The Besrer of this, Thomes Cevenegh,
belongs to that unfortunste Cless of Cperstives -
the Yoolcombers. !¢ hes worked for !essrs. ood
and volkers, Messrs. ‘asud, Mesars. We louse & Coe,
& most recently for lessrse Je. & W, Gernett, In
ell these ploces, he conducted himself with credit
& con obtein from the 'Takers-in' » charascter
for industry, sobriety ! skill. ie has been out
of work since the 1llth of Merch lest, & haes in
vain sought enployrent since thst dete, He hss
tried to sequire the trede of @ Fainter, but has
f#ilcd through the slackness which pervedes that
brench of business. iHis only resource is
Episrations /s brother wes sssiasted by the
le GSee letters, ¢.g« from John Butt, Ueorge Hopton,

Hiddlesbrough: in Zmpsall Collection,
Breodford Centrsl Librery (35/16/1).
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Pelief Committee in 18547, & went out to the
United Statem, toking € children, 'There he
hep done welli & he invites his bdrother to
join him, The difficulty is one of money.

If he con collect Six Pounds, or Eight Founds,
it would with what he can get from the Ssle
of his Furniture ensble him to get to

New York,

A smell donation from 20 or 30 persons
would thus in #11 human probebility, rescue
2 young men from the jJews of Feuperism, &
enable him to maintein his fomily in credit
snd independence.

The following sums sre givean for the
object specified in the foregoing psragreph
& the money received will be peid into
the honds of

Thomss . Empesll [signoture]™,

Then followed & list of 27 donators end the sums
donrted im verying hendwriting. 7The largest
subseription ceme from Hemry Forbes snd G, /ddison
(£1 esch), and ¥illism Garmett, Titus Sslt and

Christopher Ysud & Cos (l0se each)s The

Joolcombers’ Ald Committee itself gave £2,108,'*

le With the Moyor of Spadford, Henry Brown, scting se
tressurer in 18357, the Woolcombers' Smigretion
Society sccepted donations or wveekly subscriptions
solely for emigration purposes (lalifsx Courier,
18 apre 1857),
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snd the ssle of Thomes Cavensgh's furniture
reised @ further £4,7s.2de In »ll, the
teetimonisl indicotes a provision of
£13+2melde for this comber's emigration,
Ho doubt Thomas Bmpeell in his copacity

1

#8 secretery slec received » number of
begging=letters for sssisteonce teo emigrote
from combers snd non-combers alike, The
following from John Chartpes in July 157

is one instencet

"eeeThrough the kind sssistasnce of o
fow friends I intend leaving this country
next Zhursday for Cenado to be nesr my
only Son who went out at Usster & his now
esrning his living on the largest form in
Hanitoboe
i heve made no money since I wss put out
of buaineas & ay wife cruelly turned me out
sfter getting & comfortsble home together,
I never thoupght the wife of 20 yeors could
heve done whot she dides I mever trested
her badly in no respect but my unfortunste
position turned her sffections.
My son hes writing me he wonts money
snd Clothing to fit him for the wWinter & ss

I atated it is ontirely with the kind help of @

1,  mpsall Collection £35/16/1),
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fev friends that ! sm enadbled to go out to
find » situstion of some kind & 1 am not
quite prepered to risk ony loss of time
in soeking employment out there with whst
has been subdbscribed for me and I hope you
will not be offended st my writing you
for sny sssistance you can help me in
till I succeed in getting with the
letters of references ! introduction to
different houses where I intend usking
sn spplicetion for o situstion without
delaye.

Knowing you heve much to do for your
fomily thst are still young & require help,
I do not plead for moreesse.thon you cen
help we with untill I get settled & then
81l you see fit to help me with J will
faithfully return to you, I cen sscure you
it has been 2 struggle up to ppesent time
% since my wife snd I parted to get even
ay oun living. Yeiting your kind onSvOreeee™®

1, John Chartres,Shere ‘ottage, “hore iesd,
Hudderafield, to T.J, Empsell (Monchester id,,

Bpradford), 8 Jul. 1857 (Zapssll Collections
35/16/1)
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During July 1857, a series of advertisements
ond comments in the Dradford Observer drew
sttention to the plight of one comber's fomily
in the town, ¢ situsiion somewhat different
from thet of the Trigpe, of Bunker's Hill,
North Wing, Wepping, in 18“8.1' Some time in
mid=1856, the fother of the fomily, unasble
eny longer to support his wife and eight
children, emigretec to the United Stoteas.

For » time, the fomily struggled to
maintsin themselves, but upon the srrivel

of the ninth child, were obliged to epply

for perish relief, The father, now

"doing well", made » few smsll reumittences
snd in (probebly) Moy 1857, he wes written

to with the suggestion thet if he could send
o feir proporticn of the femily's possage money,
the rest might be subscribed "by some friends
who had boehno interested in their behalf",
s » measure of good faith, the father sent
£9, the limit of what he could affordes A~

further £30 or sc, however, would be rejuired.

1. Bredford Obs s 24, 31 Auge, 16 Nov, 1848,
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There was ¢ further complicetion: though
the femily hed lived for nesrly twenty
yesrs in bBpedford,their settlement there
hed been dismputed snd indeed proven cn
Sowerbye Mwniuﬂ by Vr. Beirstow,

the BDpadford relieving officer, the

nother »nd nine children #li appesred

at the end of June before the Uusrdisns

of lielifex Union vhere their cirecumstsnce »
snd prospe ote of emigretion wvere explained,
The Board expressed its sympathy snd vere
probably inclined te sllow & contributiocn
for emigration in preference to keeping

the fouily s peupers, dbut this was
disellowed 2t » subsequent meeting of

local rstepayers. "The poor family", it
wes recorded, "trovelled back on foot te
Bradfordy the helpless mother with her
child in erms, ‘issppointed snd deprived

of the small but prised pittance of weekly
pay, snd of the fond hope of deing enabled
scon to meet in snother land, & dutiful husbend
ond faother"s The Sradford public wes therefore
exhorted to ss-ist the woolcomber's femily

to emigrate.



it first, the donators vere nesrly all
ladies, one of whom wos the wife of villism
Byles. At lesast £3.1ls. in subscriptiona,
some from se far sfield as Cheltenhsm, possed
through the hands of Williem Byles. "/ few
of the Yeoolsorters in the employ of My, ¥, Walker,
Sersondsey [Srsdford] " contributed ls., ond
woolecombers themselves nensged to find lls.3d,
for the fund, A fev pounds were collected
st the newly opened 5t. Jeorge's lisll
restourent, By the end of the moanth, over £33
had been eolloctod.’aoinly in helfesecrown
contributions. *

Their finoncisl problem resolved, the

comber's fomily left lirodford at the beginning
of ‘ugust “"under the experienced guidence and
superintendence of lir. BDeirstow, the relieving
officer”, snd ssiled from Liverpool sbout the
bth of the momth, "Ve trust thet the kindneas
shown them in their time of need will lesd them
to menifest kindness to others, »s they heove
oprortunity”, the Sradford Obsgrver commented,
"ond especislly, if in the FNew vWorld s coreer

of prosperity should open before thems..thot they
will remember the poor they lesve behind them, and |
contribute of 'the first fruite of their increcse’

for the relief of the sick and indigent who coanot

lesve ipradford in sesrch of » bBdtter tortnao".a‘

1. Bredford Observer, 2¢ 9.6y 23, 30 Jul. 1857,
2¢ 1ibid., 30 Jul. 1857,
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The femily vere finmelly reunited with the
father in lLewrence, !lssasciusetts « the neccs
of so msny later iredford textile suigronts -
sfter » voyoge lasting six weeks, letters
of gratitude were writtem to lrsdford.
Criticism, however, wos expressed about
spperent nepligence in the enforcenent of
vovernment reguletions for emigrent shipas:
besides the retions of the vessel, the
faaily had scquired extrs provigions costin-
£3¢ Hven so, before the ead of their
posaage, the fomily had gpent sll their money
(about &4) in buying food on hotrdol'

The iatroduction of the combing mechine im
the lslifax ereay though temporarily csusing
sorious difficultics snd incoaveniences for the
hendecomber, never produced the same derree
of social disiress sa it di¢ 4n the Brrdford
worsted indusirye. In the first place, by the
early pert of the ninoteenth century, Lalifsx had
lost its position 2s the centre of the 'est !iding
worsted trade to Hpradfordy pertly becsuse the
groctory system vwos found less sttroctive

1. ZSppdford Observers 15 Oets 1057,
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by Helifox monufscturers and partly becsuse
the town's proxiamity to Lencashire enccursged
the growth of cotton rother then worsted
vills, Additionally, the physicsl nsture

of Helifex hindered not only the erection

of factories but »lso cosmunicetion with the

outside Uarld.l'

‘ugmented by far higher
ismigrotion, Brodford's populstion soon
outstripped thot of Hslifex, #leo, by
193%0, dpadford vosaesned twice o8 mony
vorsted merchents op Uslifex (24 : 12), ond
by 1842 mere worsted merchents then leeds
(54 151 t ielifax 21).°* Bradford sleso
sttrscted for more Irish immigrents then
Helifrxs in 1851, 9,581 Irisheboran (of
whom 1,295 were hsndewoolcombers) were
resident in the former, only 2,068C in the
lottor.j' In short, the more extensive snd
important the vorste! industry, the grester
the number of combers to be dimplsced

ultimstely by the mochine,

1, Teve ‘lonson, The Story of Old Ualifox, pe258

2e BEoliy Sigsworth, "Br&dfor? aond 1ta)war-tad
Industry under Victoris (1837=1901)",BeTeile,
(1952«53)y “3=fb,

3¢ CeRichardson, "Irish Settlement in l'id-lNineteenth
Century Sradford”, 41, 53,



Despite Bradford's steadily increasing
dominance in the worsted trade, Halifax's
development gsined new impetus from the
two great concerns of Akroyds snd Crossleys
from about 1840 onwards. After domestic
manufacturing origins at Brookhouse and Lanechead
near Ogden, the Ackroyds built the waterepovered
Brookhouse Mill, and later, with the era of

1.

stesmylorge mills at Old Lane, Bowling Dykea‘

and Haley Hill, lower down the valley in Halifax.
The Ackroyds developed into one of the largest

worsted menufacturing firms in the country,

specialising in demasks and other fancy fubrics.B‘

Similarly, the Crossleys built up their Dean
Clough Mills from small beginnings. John

Crossley, & carpet weaver at Luddenden Foot,

1, Erdcted by Jomes Ackroyd, 1828.

2. Bowling Dyke Mill, near North Bridge, Hslifax,
the property of James Akroyd & Son and used as a
spinning mill, wes gutted by fire, 1 Jul. 1847,
It was reported that 500 spinners were thrown
out of work by the fire, snd a further 5001000
woolcombers and powereloom weavers "whose labour
was contingent upon the running of this spinning

Mmilleess" (Hﬁlizgz Guardian. 3 Jul, 18!*7).
3¢ Te!'e Honsom, ppe2l0, 258,
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becene monsper of » Carpot works obout

1800, later eatering into partnesrships.
Crosslay toohk a smell mill ot Deen Clough,
sad sfter wome twenty years®' troding bought
out his coepartners, substituting his growing
sous, Jobm, Jve, Joseph sad Frencis, i
their p&m; Jdohn Crossley, ores died in
1837, snd hip sons groduslly sdepted poverelooms
to the weaving of carpetss Theresfter, lesn
Clough Mills ineressed ropldly until the firg
becene one of the lergest snd most renowned
for corpet meking in the country,

Just how mony woolcembers were scturlly
euployed by Holifex firms prior to the
introduction of the mocihine-cord is uncertain, In
eerly 1854, it wos reported that Jemes Akroyd
& Son had nm nearly 1000 conbera,
but not all were heods of famidiea, Though
perhapas the largest H-olifex employer of this
type of warker, "Hr, Akroyd wos not the only

1. !0;“’0 M, ’90258.”.
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wonufecturer vho had found it neceasary

to turn off the woolcombers, the seme

course heving been sdopted by most other
nesters, in consecuence of their beins unable
longer to fiad employment for those of their
hends ewployed in this department”.'®
During the lstter half of 1847 and the ecarly
part of 1848, hondecombers mormslly eumployed
by Messrs. llaigh end Mr, John Ueld ot Ovenden
#4118 had little or mo worke>® Combers

vere employed st iAradshaw in 185#._" John
Foster probably employed 1411 hendecombers at
nearby Blsck Dyke Mills, ‘ueenabury, in 1852,
the year the fira introduced the combing

uchil‘.“'

Whilst the tots)l number of
woolcombers employed by Halifex firms vemeins
uncertaing it is clesr thot the mumber waa
fer surpessed by those displsced by the
wachine-conh in Prsdford, Many Helifax

combers, os revesled by the investigetions

1. Holifex Owordism, 14 Jone 1854,

2e m.. 30 Oct.. k' 11‘ 18 Dee, 18“7' 5] JIBQIN.

3« UHpedford Ohbgeryers 16 Febs 185k,
e Geile Sdgeverth, Black Dyke Millmesse Pel98,
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of the Hslifex Bosrd of UGuardisns, also
followed partetime sgricultursl pursuits,
Lven teking into sceount the pro-emigretion
villiem Byles, the wore desperste plight o
the Gredford combers geined for grecter
publicity over ¢ longer period ia the columna
of the Jpsdford Observer them tist of the
Helifax conbors ever geined ia the Hplifex
Suardione The following Dredford estimete nsde
ia 1061 could herdly heve referred to the
Holifex comberns: "“eeelly900 hond combers
vere displaced, employment in machine combing
beins provided for about 10,000, lesving
114900 hend sombers with their femilies
to either find employment in Bradford
or migrate elsewherel

lievertheless, by the end of 1853, the
position of Halifsx combers wea giving couse for
concerne Jim eerly 1854 Mp, Hidgley, one of
the head buokkeepers of Jemes ikroyd & Son
cane hefore the iHslifax Bosrd of Ousrdisnn
to discusa the deasirobility of sssisting locsl

le Zpagferd Cagervex. 16 Hey 1861
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woolcombers to emigrate to ‘ustr-lia,

Hidgley made the sslient pointe thet if

some of the combers were not sent owey soon,
there would be » considersble increasse in

the retes, snd thet currently there were nore
unemployed combers thon would ever find work agein
st theiy own occupstiong however good the trade
prospects vere, The hand-comhers' colling

had slmost entirely diseppesred since the
penerol introduction of wechinerye It wos
wost desirsble, therefore, thet meny of thosme
thrown out of work should go to Austrslis

wvhere they ocould engege in honest work, The
Eaigrstion Commissionera he stoted, hed

funds for sssicting emigrrtion: one-third

of the proceeds of Juptrelisn lond ssles

vere aent to Hriteim tc help emigrents,

Hidgleoy himself hed made seversl spplicetions
to the Commissicners on behalf of combers, but
without success, except in the cose of two
fonilies who hod emigrsted -bout mid-1852, lie
believed thet en spplication from the Cu-rdisns
would carry more weisht thasn onypersonsl

sprlicetion, Midsley had received many spplicotions
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from combers wenting to emigrete, though he
only bhed sbout six or seven st present.

fils own fire (skroyds) had hed to turm off
nesrly 1000 combers, snd these were to be
sdded to those dismissed by other Holifax
firas, GOSome o¢f the redundent vorkers had

been able to find other tenporsry esployment,

o lerge sumber were in ‘out-door' work, and
Akrayds had set up three wesving workeshops

for retreining coubers. (kroyds haoé kept

some woolcomberas Irom the workhouse by
distributing woney to them, but pauperism wos
incressinge The seme queeticns were then
roised by the Boord ss hed been relsed

earlier in ipsdford: thet the Lnigrotion
Commingioners would herdly prefer woolcombers
to sgricultursl leobourers, snd thet poor and
homeleaas combers were unlikely to suit the colonies,
Hidzley counteped these srguments by reninding the
Boerd that most of the combers (contrary to
those im Sredford) possessed sgricultursl
knovwledge, heving portly worked on loesl farmsy
ond that he ksd received many letters froem
operatives who had already eaigrsted to

fustralie snd who were 211 in better circumstances,
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The clerk to the Tuardisns promised to write
to the Emirration Comniseioners..®

In the light of informstion nlready
gained in Bpadford, the revly of 2nd Februsry
1854 from the Colonial lLond and Emigrntion
Office to the Halifox Bosr: of Guardisns
could not have been entirely unexpected:
woolcombers could mot be ment, nor could
inmates of unions sand thosme in habituol
receipt of porish relief. The Comminsioners
could only send certsin closses of ladbourers
to ‘ustrelis st the expense of colonisl funds,
Although in the peat the Cormissioners had,
excertionally, sent out smell bodies of
artissnas, the colonisl suthorities had
rsised strong objections and the experiment
could not be repested,

The Boerd's ensuing discussions revesl
much about the Halifex comber's workins
situstion before the introduction of the mochinew
combe The Commissionera' objections, it
was clalmedy, could not spply dbeceause st least
& per cent of the combers hed been brought up in

1. Lalifox Owapdion, 1% Jame 185k,
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sgriovlitursl pursuitsg ond the others were
probebly those sctuslly living in the town
of Helifexe The majority of ‘kroyds' combers
come "out of the country”, This fect wes
supported by one of the Cusrdisns whe
revesled thet a relstion of his, living 4in
the country, hed combed wool for ‘kroyda
until recently, indepemdently of running

the smnell ferm on vhich he lived, This wonm
true of mony combers who either ouned their
own form or worked on othere', Those who
vere both combers gad szriculturists vere

the firet to be dischorged by Akroyds, and
most had 2lrendy been sbhsorbed in other werk,
Those who were combers only (end probsbly
lived within Hslifoex) were the lest to be
discherged. The Boord vere indignent thot
the Emigretion Commisglonera should think of
these workers, skilled in combing or sgriculture,
or usually both, as pouperss Only the toun
cmW*ad epplied for relief, wheress those
living in locslities such »8 Nradshew had
found slternstive employment,
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It is significent, hovever, thst those
coubers without employment, when thinking
of emisration, preferred the United Statea
to ‘ustralis. Under no circumstoneces were
the Zmigrotion Commissioners able to sasist
with emigrotion to ‘merice, though it wes
there thot opportunities for hondecoubing in
the worsted trode, albeit limited, still
existed, lre Hidgley revesled that gome
woolecombars, slresdy sssisted by ikroyds to
enigeste to the United Stotes, were esrnlng
£2 o week ia theip ocun trede, ZSven if
handeonbing were soon overtoken there by the
mechiney countless opportunities would eripe
for slternative employment in textiles. This
wos Dot frue of Austrsliog ®

R e 2053, e St P

mode & tour of Cansds snd the Undted Ststes,
At o lecture given in Helifey in Junuery 1856, he
mode the slmest ineviteble otmepvstion of the
English troveller shout the convenience snd
pcconmodation of the mills, aud the nest
sppesrsnce of the vorkers, in lLowell, Vosa,
idditionnlly, he reported that in svme of the
lassechusetts milla, '"tessre. Lister's combing
nachines are in extensive operstion",

(Huaderofiold Lxeminer, 26 Jome 1856),



- 1075 -

In addition to those already assisted

to emigrate by Akroyds, at lesst a second

party of eighteen Hulifax woolcombers left

for the United States on Tuesday, 18th

Februsry 1854, The previous Sundey, intending

emigrants and friends met together in the

Town Mission School-room, Haley Hill, where

a "suitable discourse wes delivered by

Mre Sslter, town mission", and at the end

of the meeting, a bible was presented to

each emigr a=nt, Moreover, each emigrn~nt

was presented by Edward Akroyd, their last

employer, with their possages to the

United States, "where woolcombing is still

done by hand snd well paid for"y their

outfits ard 6s,.0d. each.l'

1. The great Akroyd concern was built up by the
enterprise and perseverance of the brothers
Jonathen and Jemes Akroyde VWhen Jonathon
died intestate in 1847, aged 64, his eldest
son (Col,) Edward Akroyd inherited £37504000.
Among Edward's many benefactions, and through
his imagination snd zeal, Akroydon Estate

was built after 1855 for Halifax workers
(Mabel Cockroft, "A Quest for the Akrogd
-

Story", The Dolesman, May 1966, 13840
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411 the emigranto seem to have beem heads of

fomilies or single men, for wives, children

and friends remsined on the platform as the

"oerlismentory trein' left for Liverpcol,

vhere the party embsrked om the Apgtic two

dave loter, lo doubt meny of the wives snd

fomilies were memt for lotere ®
In summation, temporerily severe es the

problen of redundant hﬁnd-ocnhn wes in

Halifex, it proved by no mesns ss introneigent

oa thot of the Bradford comberse Far fever vorkers vere

engaged in comding in Holifex them im Hpedford,

snd in sny cspe, meny of the former had

srrioultural connections. "In the town snd

DY gt 7 L Y 18 Feb, 1884, M, Cockroft
12 housh recording the support given
by ﬂu Akroydu to enigretion and the foct

that "geein 1836, the Akroyds erected o
lerge povereloon weaving shed, the largest
in the worsted industry”, secens sore thon
o 1littlo premsture in continuing: “As

a result many woritpeople were thromm out
of work, including more then 1000 hond
wotlcombers”,
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nedighbourhood of lpsdford”, hovever, there
were "upwerds of MHU00 handecombersngeethe
niejor pert of vhom werc compelled to moke
vorkshons of their sleeping spsrimentao,
Unable to vey the rent for 2 comfortoble
dywelling, 2 larpe number huddle together

in one sportment, thue rendering their
situation still worsesestheir phyasical
vell=being ves neslectedess™® The

problem of redundant Holifax combers wes
largely sclved by re-training in industry,

by ro=gettlement in agriculture, snd for »
minority, by sssistonce from » major employer
to snigreate to Americe, There is no press
ovidenca, contrary to the cane of Srodford,
of coasideretion heing given to rete-sssisted
enigration or of » stresm of pless to the
Twigrotion Commissioners. Equelly, ile§ifox's
problen did not geen te werrsnt wideepresd
public gsubgerdptions sad the inveluoble efforts
af the Yoolcombers' Aid Lasocistion to emsist

eizrotion ond euizrotion,

1. J. JBN.G. b5




Agsinst » backsround of eyclicel depression

snd of declining demsnd in meny handeskills -
but slso motiveted by countless other personsl
reasons - large numbers of Yorkshire textile
vorkers crossed the ‘tlantic in snticipation

of gre-ter opportunities in Horth /‘merica.

Hany were single men vhen they left to seek
their fortunes., Some, the Abel Stephensons end
Titus Crowshews, sppesr to have suffered pengs
of conscience about deuriving the fomily of o
bresdewinner, snd these, with verying degrees
of succeas, made remittances home, In the ‘
cose of morried men, every permutstion of

the following elements mey be found: those vho
enmigroted with their families ss » single groups
those who went alone, but who, after & period
of time, vere joined by their fomilies; end
those who hed no intention of sending for their
fanilies ond sov /‘merice as 2 mesns of escepe
from the domestic heerth, /A number of merried
Yorkshiresen returned becsuse of on insbility

to gein reguler employment, disillusionment,
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hoae-sickness or wraderlust, whilst
others returned with the sole purpose of
re-geiling with their wives esnd femillies,
The following section is devoted
te a nuwmber of ceses, sll of which were
reported in the Jest Yorkshire press
betveen 1838 snd 1856, The fourteen csses
cuoted ere probebly meither unique (except
perhsps in one or two csses) nor likely to
be exhsustives They sre significant,
however, in that they not only relate
to one feirly ss~ll geogrephicel ares,
but they slso illustrate s cross-section
of enigromts, sctusl or intending, whose
maritasl sepsrstion or paternity problems
brought them within the scope of legal
action, About three-guarters of the
coses, perhaps not unexpectedly, fell
into two mejJor cotegories: merried men who
returned to Yorkshire ofter s period spent
in North Americe only to find that becouse,
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in their shasence, their femilies had become
dependent uvon perish reliefy & less than
welcone reception asweited them from the
Poor lLaw Guardisnsi snd merrie. men who tried
to lesve their femilies chargeable, but vho
vere deteined before embariastions

in 1838, James ferpuson returned to
Bredford after a four years' absence in
Conada, le wos subsequently brought before
the local macistretes charged by the overseers
with hoving left his fomily cher;jesble to
bBredford township during the time he wos
sweye The defendant did not deny leaving hia
children, but pleaded thst he wes unswerec they
would become chasrgeable in sny wey., !oreover,
he clsimed that he hsad intended to return to
bpadford at the end of the third year to sell
some property, o legecy, but Lad heen
prevented frow doing so by tho outbresk of the
1837 iebellione lie had now come to Dpadford for
this very murpese and wes pgoing to return to
Cenedo with his childrea. On prowising '"to sotisfy

the town", the bench al owe! Ferguason to
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"make srrangements with the mrsnn"ol'

Ten yeors later, in 1848, Joha Boothroyd,
of ‘lmondbury, sppeared before the ludiersfield
mepgistrates for having left his femily chargosble
to the perish., lle had now returned home to
take his wife besck to the United itaten,
but compensstory peyment wes demended firat
by the Gusrdiense. Boothroyd wes committed for
one month, unlens psyment were nede.

Similarly, the following year, Joseph
iinzleton wes charged in the Holifsx lagistraotes'
Court, Yard ind, with having run sway and
left his wife sad fomily chargesble to Rastricke
Singleton had been in ‘merica, and had left
his femily o burden, firmt to Skircost,
then, by removel, to Rastricks The totsl relief
given smounted to £3.,15a. Indtislly, Singleton
had received o subscription to take himself
and family to Americe, but in the event he had
pone slone. Thore, he hod suffered from ill-heolth,
he claiped, end hed consequently returned, The
warrant was odjourned for one month to a2llow the

defendant to wake srrongements for the repeyment
of the debts ®

1. DIradford Cbperver, 21 Jun. 1838,
?e iskefigld & WeR, Hergli, ! ‘ug. 1848,
3. Laadfex Querdigm, 16 vun. 1849,
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in Hovember 1749, Joseph le.amoue wee
charzed by Hudderafield me-isiretes with shacondins
snd leevinz his wife end five childpren chorgesble
to Lepteon townshipe The facts were thsat, ia lote
Oetober 184 , the defendsnt, Leins uneaployed,
had spplie’ to the overseers for relief, which
was not fortheconinge Thereupom, he ssiled for
‘mevien, from where, he ¢l ined, he sent
woney to hia foully om mevorsl ococcssions,
Onee, he sent J25 to ssaiet his ferily's
trensstlentic convevance, the town promisning ¢S
towvsrdas their exponses, “hen hia foadly
failed to lesve lLepton, he returned to
taglsnd to feteh then, but wes orrested »t
t o overscers' inetigetion sad lovrisoneds
‘s lgwsone wac willing to moke "recssonable
srroogements”y he wes ellowed to do oo.l’
in the sasue month, Johm “ree, » iredford
woolconber, wa not so fortunste, Yyoe
returacd frosm iserice about _eptenber op
Cetober 1246, snd wes scoused of sllowins his
wife end femily %o be o charge upon Horton
township aince ‘pril 1047 to tie extent of
£10e90e6de The Hoerd of Guprdions requeste
the magistrates to meke pi example of the
dJefendsnt ss the loosrd hsd encountered » mreat
nunber of cases where husbends had left their
fomilies to zo to /‘mericeg sad when they hod been

le Zalifex Juspdisn, 17 Nove 1049,
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there a few montha, the shoconders hsd spplied

to the Guerdians for e request to he maede to

the loor lLow Boerd to sllow townships to

roise » fund for the purvose of assistin; their
femilies to emigrete. The (usrdisns cloimed

thet this had become conmon practice for fatl ors
to leave their femilies chergesable in the hoe
that the tewn, in order to remove the burden,
would send their families oute - roe, in fact,
underlined the srgument by stoting in his defence
that he wes "pot the only one that has left

his vife and fewily chargeable', and he wes
comnitted to the house of correction for one
month "es » rogue and » vagobond"., The Dpadford
Cbooryar, however, was not in sympsthy with the
verdict, snd considered the vunishment vindictives
There pay have been circumstsnces warrenting the
punishment: Yroe moy have been workeshy at home
hefore findins employment in the United Stotess
he may have been insclent to the puthorities

on his returng or there mey hove been resson to
bolieve that he would not now support his femily,
None of these factors had been revesled in the
proceedings, The Zppdfopd Ubseryer belicved

that the punighment meted out to “roe would
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not dissuade similar husbsnde from emiirotin ,
but it would deter them from returning, it
wouli have been far better if the wmagisireten
had allowed “roe to resume work on the
understsnding thet the Bosrd would receive
some recoupense for providing relief to his
fomily in the post. ®

Lydney Smith, of Golcar, received an
even heasvier punishment from iluddersfield
mezistratea im August 1851.2' Smith wes
ehsryed by the relieving officer with
sbsconding to imerice in September 1649,°
and returning to iasland »t the end of July
1851. During his sbsence, his wife snd six
ehildren hed remained chorpesble to Jolesr at the
cost in relief of i2h llise Smith admitted
leaving his family,but steted that, because
of unemployment, he had become » hired worier
in Americs om lst October 1849, though ofter
three nonths his master hed failed., o had never
received any peyment for his work, except ¢,
to hely him find other worke In his next employment,

1. Brodfoxd Observer, © fove 1849,

2. +me ¥hite, giggg;ggii.‘ 1847), pe5l5, notes a
sydney Smith a3 & "floek and waste desler”
at Golesr (Leymoor),

3o There i slso an obligue reference to Imith's
poseible involvement in roilwey robberies,
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Smith clsimed that he hed received 1ls,0d.

o week together with "mest, lodsins and
vashing", but thst he had stayed only »
short time there. ~t his next plece of
work, he received £3 a2 nmonth plus similsr
benefita, and in lay 1890, six weels
after obtaining this position, he ment hin
wife @ cheque for 4 (there wns evidence

of this in s letter from his wife)., OSmith

" had writtem thet it wes impossible for him to
send for ail his femily ot once, but that
his wife was to send out the two eldest
children, snd vhen these wore settled, he
would send for the rest. In October 1850,
Smith cleimed to hove sent hig wife s further
©% which she received on Lth November, !mith
requosted the magistretes to adjourn the
cene snd cive him time to po home, wheroupon
he would vyroduce the letters confirminz his
wife's receipt of the money. The relievins
officer, howover, maid he did not believe

» word of mith's testimony and insisted
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that, in order to plecate Uoleer retepevers,
the Benech wos honour bound to make an example
of this sheconder, Smith weg committed to
hord lobour for three months, ®

Two freternal Verley shaconders
appeared before Helifax ma-igtrotes in the
sumner of 1856, John Tesl, a vesver, pleaded
pot guilty to leeving hin wife and child
chorzesble to Werley towmnship when he left
for /merico in June 1854, GSince that dete,
Teal's family hed received £13.1ls. in relief
from Jerley townshipe Tesl had writtem to
his wife, the relieving of ficer eclained,
telling her to epply for parish relief, but Teol
@enied thise The defendent told Cels Follard,
Choirmen of the Beunchy that he hed left
Englond with hig brother Jonsthsn to try his
luck in imericey sa fortune ves sgrinst
them ot homee The brothers had saved »
little wvhen in ingland, dbut their resources
had greduslly divinished Leceuse of hurd timen
ond scarcity of work, and they hod decided
to seil for /merica, There, they hed roined

le Halifex Suapdion, 23 fuze 1851,



employment in vesving, eermins /3 to b »
week, and poreotimes more, but asfter poying
ell their deronds, they had no surylus to cend
home, After living in ‘merice for s while,
they had decided their best plan wes to return
to inglond vhere they orrived ip esrly July
1856, Jonsthen had received premise of work,
but nmet John, The relieving officer for the
township recorded that he hed been told that
the roal rescson for the Teals' depsrture "wos
to escape the oprression of employers and
rulers in Englond™e The lasughter sudbeiding,
Cole ¥0llard obperved that they were s couple
of bdlockgusrda. In Jonrthen Tesl's esce, he
wos fully eamployed st Hessrs. Crossleys,

Dosn Clough, before leaving for /merice ond
his only motive for seiling wes his opinions
about oprression Iin Inglend -« or so the
relieving of ficer clsimeds Jonsthen hed left
& vife snd six children charpeoble, the
eldest sged not more than 1%, end verley
towvnship hed expended :2249se in relief,

‘hon he hesrd that the Teals vere so'ng to

return to Sngland, the relievins officer hod
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asked the twe wives to write to their husbvends
pointing out thet unless they returned with
money, or made srrangeuents to refund the
omount expended in relief, they were likely
to be brought before the mspgisiretes. It
hsd been impossible to reach asny sgrecuent
with the Teels since their return, snd
sccording to the defendaonts' neighbours,
they hed spent neney extravegenilye The
Terls denied thia end cleimed in their defence
that, although they hsed saved some money in
‘merice, the cost of the pressge bBoth wvaye
hed exiwsusted thelr sevingaj eand tiwt e
relstive vho hod sdvanced the expenses of the
outwerd passage hod been repsid, The relieviung
officer then slleged thet nmoney had been poid
into the relotive's hends to ovoid their
liedility for debtas The mogiatretes found
both John and Jomsthen Tesl suillty, and the
brothers were committed to the house of correction
for three monthee*

it must be sasumed that the cases noted

sbove represent only & smell proportion of

1, L4 & 2 iage 1856,
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those domestic absconders who, during their
stay in ‘merice, left their fapilies charr-ernble
to the parish, end who, on their return to
Yorishire, vere hrought before the locol
sagietroteas It 1o olso likely that mony
others, even though their families had
becoma s burden to the rorish during their
absence, were 2hle to pay off the smount
incurred or were able to come to mone
srrengezent with the locel relieving officer
to pey the arresrs by instelments, thoredby
svoiding » court spreorence.

Some ehsconders, however, vere detzsined
even before they left the country for ‘merics,
(ne exsuple wos thet of John iertley, 2 butcher
of “hasrlestown, nesr Halifex, who left for
Liverpool, intending to esil for ‘merica, in
eorly Jaauery 1842, As lertley hod left his
wife emd femily cherpeable to the porish,

"re lemstler, the deputy constehle, hed o

verrsnt put into his hands, and pterted for
Iiverpooleses’” ¥ith hesvy humour, the loesl

press reported: "CPuathfr] vade woy %o the

docks, and entered » public housme for o ne
refreshzent, when who sheould welk in but the
identical Joha iinrtley he wes weuting? IHe,of
courne,entered into coaversetion with the constoble,

little suspecting what he wus abouty and the
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latter after treating him to » gless of

wvhat he liked trested him with 2 night in

the locheups, which he did met like, but

which the coastoble was undoubtedly yarrented

in swvarding to him", OLurprisingly eaough. .

the prisomer, on being brought back to

Hplifex, woes effered . 10 by the Sosrd of

Guordisns when he promised to leeve Znglend

with his wife snd femily.'®
John lee, of Linthwaite, wss trected

less considerstely by the luddersfield

mesistrates iz Febmuory 1848, lee wss bLrought

up by the 1oc;1 overceer for leeving his

wife and three children, aged 12, "’ end &,

chargeoble to the township, Only three wecks

hefore the cese wos ho:rd, Lee, precumebly & widower,

had merried a youn; vomen, aged 20, end after o

fow doys of merriope hod left her snd the

childrea for lanchester, en route for /‘merico.

T™he girl's fother comrlained to the overseer

that the children hs! heen left with him, and

on spplicetion to the ‘oard of Uuasrdisng, the

le dalifax Guordion, 17 Jan, 1342,
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children were relieved with 3s. The
magistrotes obviocusly took the line that
iLae had remsrried sinply to provide »
'home' for his children before he seiled
oversess, =nd '"the vegsbhond” wes com:itted
to hard labour for two -onthn.l’
A gimilor fote befell Zenjemin erside,
of Golear, =% the hands of liuddersfield
wegistretes in November 185G. 4 slubber by
tradeo, Uersidey, » widowver, was sccused of
lesving his three children, agec €4 & and 1,
chersesble to lUolear townshiy for ome month
when he ebasconded from there with the intention
of soiling for ‘mericas. The relievin; officer
elsimed thet the defendent waas o “strong
sble=bodied mon, but idly~incline<' s he hed
left 2 good situation snd could esrn » steady
living if he vere wvilling to wvork, dJsrside vas
ordepred to pay Zle’n., the emount of relief
advarced to his children, but unable or unwilling
to do B0, he woas sentenced to three nouths'

p |
hard labour at ‘ekefieldy”*

dug 26 Febe 18hEg lipkaligld i liaRg
depslds 25 “ebs 184de

2 & ! & Nove 1850slndderafiedd _xoningks
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In coses vhere the husband left for
‘merics lesving wife snd femily in serhspa
preesrious circumstances, dependence upon
the parish mizht well be svoided by the
wife accepting » 'lodrer' (and his income),
This may or msy not have bheen o in the
follouwing exsuple, though it wea certsinly true
in many other esses, Up to the besianins of
1849, “a loving couple nsmed Banbury” lived |
with their three children st Yooldala, nesr
Holmfirth, At this point, lir. Baenbury solled
for Americe to seelz him fortune., "To cheer her
lonelinens", the local preas later reported
joeularly, ilirs. Banbury “sccepted =a s lodger
one lir, Sykes, » bowslepred woeaver fron
furn Lee", All continued "very harmoniounly
tapether” until the summer of 1750 vhen !r.Sonbupy
returned totslly unsnnounced to the domeastiec
hearthe Nrs. Bambury, however, "indignsatly spurned
her lowful husbend, clinging with gre-t temseity
to har 'second thought'", lir. Danbury remsined
ereditably cool, recounted » few of his
siventurea in the United States, sad left the house
"werhaps meditating o aspeedy return ¢to 'the lond
of liverty'",**

1. iudderafisld ‘hropicle, 72 Juns 1£50.
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In o similar eitustion, s Bradfordisn
vho returned from the United Itates in eoriy
Jduly 1742 fsiled te show the seme degree
of equsnimity, Although he had eerlier left
his vife ond child st homey he hpd regularly
sent sums of womney for thelr uplieeps ‘rriving
home unexpectedly he dismcovered sn uafeithfl
wife, wherewpon he "turned her out of doora,
and immedistely disposed of sll his furniture,
preparatory it is supposed to his return to
imeriea” r® |

Americas was also » meens of escrpe for
Yorkshire fsthers of illegitimste children,

In late 1846, Usorze Jsdey on engine tenter

of lislifax, though he d4id mot sppeay in court,

was chorged vith being the Pether of Honmneh
upencer's child, Jade, "who hed beem in /merice
in order to set out of the wey", hed returned, but
o difficulty had arisen in thet Vade had

1. Leeds Nercurys 16 Jule 1842,
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returned sooner than expected snd the case hsd
been postpomed umtil Hey 1847, After his
return, Yade made some contributions towsrds
the upkeep of the child, and on lammsh Spencer
waking fresh spplicetion, Wade wes obliped
£0 pey £2.58e6ds ond 2m.6de o wook thercafter, ®
In October 1847, ¢illism Urossley,
s dyer, late of tkircost snd mow "in Ameriea™,
wos charged by the ialifax morsistretes with being
the father of Ursce Thompson's illegitimate
childe #s there was insufficient proof thet
Crosalay waa the father of the child, the first
sunsons wes dismissed, The follewing wonth,
however, CUroassley, still oversess, wos sgein
charged, the sumsons being aserved et hia
father's addrecs, the young men's "last known
place of sbode”s Despite objections to this,
e witness proved thst Crossley hsd lived st his father's
house in Sslterhebhle,snd novhere else, until he had

1. jelifex Suspdisme 74 9 Jone 1847,
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left for ‘merice in Ney or June 1847,
Grace Thompson's ohild wes born in July
1847, An order wos mrde for 2sefd, » wook to
be peid, with expenses of Fla78e6da "

4 surious cease wss heard by the alifax
“a-igtretes in Ootober 1847, Jehn llarwood,
o sdeworth fermer, was dharged by lHsucy
llorsfall with being the father of her child,
"he case had been tvice vostroned to
ancertain the relevent low as the spplicant
wes & married woman, but she had not aeen
or hesyd from her husband {or seven yesrs.
The Horsfslls were msrried in May 1037, btut
the husbend went to imerics in early 1840,
in the June of thst yesr, she received »
letter (deted let June) from him in imerics,
but this wes the last she had heard of him,
fter some dispute about the levslity ond
vropriety of essking the cueation,Mrs. Horafsll
stated thet from her kn:wi.dg! ghe could not
tell thet her hmsbend wes living st ony time
within the revicus seven years. John larwood
hnd courted her and thsd promised to morry her uhen

he wos "ot libert:" < he himself wep & rorried men,

1. Gclifsx Cuppdisp, 30 Octe , 27 Nove 1847,



- 1096 =

but had been seporsted from his wife some
sixteen or seventeen yeors. Nancy lorsfsll's
beby waas borm om 1lth July 1847, ond

Harwood mode » weekly comtribution of 2n.fd,

up to the time of her teking out the summons,
Under cross-exsminstion, lrs. Horaf»ll

produced thi letter deted lst Jume 1740, but
svore that she had never received sry other
letter from sasnyone in Americe, had never
shiown sny letter to enybedy im 1543 and hed
never heard thet her husbend hed been in
ingland since he left, Three witnesses proved
the courtship of Nanecy liorsfall snd Joan
liarwcod and » promise to pay for the child

npde o8 late as the night previous to the

cose being hesrdy snd snother witness proved
the husband's sbesence of more thsn seven

yearses The defence quoted the law thst

"sn absence of seven years waas deenmed presumptive
evidence of dest:", but contended that the
seven yesrs' absence must dote from the
bezinning of the period of gestation and

not from the birth of the child. legslly,

it was cleimed, the husband wes still the father
of the child! Uhstever the niceties of legmel
srpunent, however, the mopiatretes spplied the

commonsonse view pnd gronted en order for 2s.’de
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e week, with expenses of ©3,128s If the

vapisterstes' oairder were wrongs it could be

appezled ageinst; srd o notice of sppesl

waop irwedistely served on ¥irs. Korsfall.l'
The Halifex moristrates heard s~n even

more imvolved cese in January 185C,

vary Horefrll, gliss 'leywood,”® then in

custody in the Hslifax lock-up, brought

a charze of brutsl assault srainst her

husbend, Hatthew lorsfalle The case wos

esrlier sdjourned for one week becsuse

her huchend was unwell, and in the

intervening period, he hed obtained »

warrant sgsainst her for bigemy, the resson

for her remsnd by the megistretes. ‘latthew,

2 fullinge-niller at the time, ond Vary

iorasfell were married at lelifsx Perish

nurch in 1827, The couple's twenty yeors

of marrisge up to 1847 peem to heve been

hiphly evenrtful, IHory lorsf oll hed borne

"ag mood e 12 childrem', of whom three or four

survived, Il‘atthev Horefall had been committed

three times « for asssult; neglecting his

fonily snd obteining goods under felse pretonces,

io Hslifex Cuwepdispe 10 Octe 2847,

2s lespite the similerity of nemes, there opreers
to be no comnection between Namcy Horsfoll end
John Harwood in the previous cese, and 'sry
Horafell snd John Urenville leywood in these
proceedings,
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After three months' unemploywent, Hatthew
decided to go to Ameries, ond, accompasnied by

nis wife ss feor as Liverpool, ssiled in lay
1247, supported by the proceeds (. 7) frow
furniture he had sold, which he promiged to
return withia eix montha, Back in lielifex,
Hary snd her family wvere soon destitute,

ifter sbout three montha' residence in the
United States, Matthew wrote from Mensyunlk,

neor ‘hilsdelphin, to say thet he hed gesined
well peid employment, and that if his wife

and family went out, the children would

Yearn ss muck »n would keep them without
wvorkinz™e Sed news, however, soor srrived

in » letter, sisned "John Freemsn" and
postmorked October 13473 Matthew hod died in
Manoyunk, 25th September. This letter, Hary
lorafoll clsimed, she carried in her pocket
until her ‘re-merriage', snd then as lstthew's
friends declarod that she had never received tle
lettor, she returned it (naively?) to ‘merica to noke
further enquiries, Om 18th or 19th December 1847,

lary Horsfesll wes 're-married' ot delifsx Perieh
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Church « to John Urenville ileywed. The courle
lived together until lntthew Hormf»ll srrived
at their house, Moy 5 Usrdener's iquere, fron
‘merics, drunk snd without prier e nouncement,
on 4th or 1lith September 1349, John ileywood
left the house st this point, Horafell screed
that the letter wiich informed his wife of
his 'desth' wes writien st his request so es
to "pet his wife into & serspe”, After his
return, he sbused his wife regularly unless
he received morey for drink, Hetthew iHorsfnl)
vos fined £5 for ssssult, or two monthe'
imprisonment: the fine wos not poid end he
vens sent to Yskefield. HMNery Horsfell who for
pome recson had described hermself »s » 'spincter’
ot the time of her ‘re-marrioge', wes relersed on
boil pending her spnensrsnce st the next York
rssizes.t®

In sddition to the examples cited ~bove,
Poor Law ‘uwardions in the Jest Riding commonly
received requesta from lmabends slreedy in ‘merice
for their finilies to receive porish sssistance
to emisrate, Frequently, wives snd farilies

laft behind were slready in receipt of perish relief,

l. Halifex Susrdism, 12 Jene 1850,
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Rerely, it seems, were the Uuardisns eble or
willing to sssist emigretion in an officisl
or unofficisl capascity, no mstter vhether
the supplient had earlier 'shaconded' to
imerice or he wes still st howe. David
Smith's letter, sent unpaid from ‘merica
to the Uredford Boerd of Guardiens in 1848,
requesting thet his vife and fomily be sent
out to him at the exrenas of 2%, his
shopmates having subscribed #£10, received
the terse co'ment that the Dosrd haed no
suthority to pey for emizrstion to aaoriec.]'
Bquelly, those who had neither tie
meens nor the inclimetion to 'sbscond' to
merice ususlly received similar replies to
their recuests for such sssistence. Ia
midelbl, “illism Briscs, of Wsrley, o
pensioner of the f4th Regiment, requested
the Helifex Doord of Guerdisns to help him
to emigrate to Cansds. Iprigpes wes experiencing
hord times with his lorge fomily and, hoving sireedy

been reduced from housekeeping to lodgines,

1. W 8 Jul. 18483 Dpadford Obgervers
13 Jul. 1848,
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hoped to aveoid the poorehouse by emigration,

e even offered to trsnsfer lis (de & day
pengion to the Doasrd for three years - more

than £27 « in return for this sssistance,

but it wes decided tiat the board vossessed

no power to entertain the yropesition.l'

In 1849, the local Board of Ousydisns

received "o petition from a handloom wesver,
named Crmrod, of Horton, spraying the bosrd

to sapiet him, in his distressed cir umstsncen,
and with a dork prospect hefore him, to the
means of emigrating, with his femily, to

cne of the Britigh colonies. The petition vaas
rouched in touching terms, and showed how
distrensed snd hopeless was the condition of the
petitioner.” V¥nether the Guardisns werc

able to offer much comfort is uncortsin.-®
Joshua Bcllawiil wos refused sssistence to

omirrete to the United States in 184F by the »lifox

3oerd of Guardiun.." S8imilsrly, lster that year,

1. Hplifex Suapdien, 19 Juam. 1041,
2. Apadfopd Obgorver, @ Vece 1847,
3. plifsx Guspdipn, 75 lMer. 1848,
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the clerk to the assme Board resd # letter
from the Commipsioners relating to en
epplication mede by Bestrick townshiy for
12 to enable Sareh Hallinson to emisrste
to ‘merice. The Commissioners indicated
thet €12 wes too smell & sue for the |
purpose snd emphssised thsat the necessory
spsistance could only be considered if
iirse Mallinson snd her family wished to
emigrate to » Oritish colony. The motter
wves clomed when it wes revemled ti st the
spplicant wented to go ta lew York.l'
The coese of woolcomber Trigg and fomily,
of lorth Wing, Zrsdford, im 1342, haa
alresdy been quoted in detsil: their
ultimate success in resching Yisconsin wes
thenks largely to privete contributions,
not to public assistsnce frow the iradfor
Guardisnse”*

ligverthelesn, there vere ocesaoivuns when

the local Boerd of Gusrdisns assinted femilies

1. EHplifex Suopdian, 17 Jun. 1848.
2 DPradford ORQexvers 2%y 'L /mge, 16 Hove 1848,



- 110% -

to emigrate for ressons thsat seen no more

velid thon in those csmes werrsnting e

refusal to assist. In May 1843, Jonss
Jennings, the relieving officer for the

ilorton district, which included Horton

snd Clayton townships, wrote to the

Zragdford Chagrver to correct impressions given
by sn esrlier printed report. lirst,

ibrshem /Ackroyd, who formerly lived neur the
Cld Dolphin, Clayton, "left his nstive

country for fesr of being spprehended on »
charge of heoving comuitted » bdurglery ot

Orent Morton, snd notge.ebecsuse of the

high »rice of provisions, etec.” SLecondly,

the wife and family of this "Fegtumste imi yont"
did pot emigrete »t their own expense,

whereas the susrdisns of the yoor heve considered
that it would be » rreet saving in the tounship
of Clayton to shiy them off st the expense

of the townshipes.. Jennings hod therefore
heen authorised by the Dosrd to pay out

sone <30 for the family'e paunog!ol'

1. Bredigrd Obgacvams 27 iprey 11 Foy 1043,
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Some four yesrs loter, in 1847, Jones
Jennings, os relieving officer for loprton,
won the centra2l figure in » controversy
eriging out of » femily's cosieted nossoge
to ‘merice. Some time esrlier, Jennings, on
the orders of the ratepryers of lorton township
snd the local Board of Gusrdisna, had
expended £21,0n,5ds in removing o femily nemed
Clough to Ameriecs. In doing soy the lparad
had relieved themselves of the burden of
expending 98, or 10se 2 week in meintsining
the family in the father's sbsence overnens,
The velidity of the Foerd's sssistonce in
this ceme wes now guentioned, however, by the
auditor, and reimbursement of the sum wos
diselloweds The FPoor Lew Commissioners for
their part stated that "they could merecly decide
on the lswfulness of the ressoms which influenced
the suditor in the disallowence”, snd could not
7o bevond the law by senctioning the repsyneat of
sny sum illegsnlly lesid out, The Unsrdisns, highly
indignent, pessed » resolution thet Jenninge

should heve the money repeid from some
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mm."

in slmost identicel situstion hnd
erisen 2 fev months esrlier in Hslifax,
John Hey, the relieving officer for
iiplifex, had expended 20se 28 crousl relief
by order of the loprd of Guardipns to o pick
pouper nemed Wilkinson, & astive of the
town, to sllow him to lesve for lew Tork.
This oum was dlinllmd by the District
‘uditors and the Poor Lovw Comwiassioners,
on sppeel, deeclared that they hal no pover
to allow the reyment mnde by Hey, nor to
reverse the suditor's decision,”*

How, if ot 21), Jonea Jemnings and
Johm Hey were shle to retrieve the sums

laid out fer the emigrstion of the Clough

l. mardian, 30 Joney 20 Feb, 18473
Saeve ’ z?'; i’.bo 18!}?
: ¥ sldy 25 i‘-b. 18473
m m. 27 Peb. 1847, Jones Jennings
’3. linked with emigretion when, in
mide1850, he reported to the Loard of UJuardiens
the result of o esase Lrought before the
Bradford megistrates. Mary laley had heen to
imorica, lesving her children chargestle to
the parishi but the magistrstes dismiassed the
cane, mh to the digsatisfaction of the

Guordions {iplifex Ouspdisn, 1% Jul, 1850),
e Halifex Snordipn. 19 Sepe 11464
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family snd pouper +“ilkinaun is uncertsin,
“rom the number of refussls to asaiost
thereafter, it is cleer, however, thot

the respective Bosrds of Uusrdions

exercised the utmost core not to exceed

their sutiorised powers, eapecislly when

the United States wos the desired destinstion
of the supplient or his family. hen the
Triges femily wished to leave Zradford for
Yigconain in 1848, the Prndford Boerd of
Gu.rdiane r-!n£od to sesint their emigr:tion
by lending £15 or £20, even though sufficient
sureties were forthcoming for the repayment
of the loan, After thelir experience the
previous yesr when the sum of 221, 8e5d,
expended on behall of the Clouzh fawily had
heen dissllowed, the Guardians clsimed

quite correctly thet their honds were tied
by lew snd the e¢wse of the Trigs femily
co:ld not be enterteined, Villiem Byles of
tie Bpadford Obggrver wes elsa quite correct
in his rejoinder thsat similsr esses had been
helped before « but these, it must be sssumed,
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if didenticsl in nature, occcurred almost
certoinly before the scrimony of the Clough
came in 1847, "Perscnsl pique" there roy
hsve been between the Uusrdisns snd Syles
in fugust 1848, but this wes irrelevont to

the SQuardisnag' povers in the isaun.l'

1. Iradford Ohgerwer. 24 31 Aug. 1848,
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() HEM ENGLAND.

One writer hes remorked thot "there were
nlishoen, sowherever voolen wea wovea in the
United Stetes durimg the 18208 and 1830-"."’
It moy be stated, more specifically, thst
Yor:shiremen were to be found wherever woollen
cloth wes woveng and, more generally, that
throughout the nineteenth amnd into the
tvontieth centuries, Yorkshiremen were to
be found wvherever /Americon wool « encomponsin:
‘voollen' « textiles were manufsctured,
Howhere wes this truer then in the llew Engleond
Stntese

It is not within the confines of this
study to delve deeply inie the comperstive

stager of sutomative development of the

1 e i owla
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textile industries of the United Staten and
dritein during the nineteonth century.
llgverthelesam, it should be steted that, junt
es im Britein, povere-driven mechinery snd
fectory orgenisetion wvere generslly introduced
sooner obnd more readily inte the Americsn
cotton than the woollemn, and perticulerly the

Te This in iteelf nmeant

vorsted, industriess
thet wideapreod opportunities existed in

lgw England wool textiles, though limited

in times of economic slump, for the Yorkahire
erigrent to employ his treditions) skills,

to introduce recently scquired ﬁchnical
expertise, or to adept himself in o new
environment, perhaprs with some misgivings,

to chenges in industrisl techniques, ‘The
relatively lote development of the ‘mericen

wvorsted industry after about 1845, and enpecially

after the end of the Civil vYar, attracted lor:e

3 the liimeteonth Centurvs ih areh f
Pellide
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nunbers of Yorkghiremen, perticulerly skilled
vorkers from the Iredford srea to lLowrence,
"sasechusetis, vhere they opersted Britis:
equipwcntgl‘ or "s couplete equipment of
velledeveloped, cussi-sutomatic mechinery [which]
wss origdmally borrowed from sbroad”, ®

dxglish experience largely eatsahlished
the foundations of the '‘mericen wool en
industry st the end of the eighteenth snd the
besinning of the nineteenth centuries., 'the
enterprise of John snd ‘rthur icholfield,
vho euigrated from the Saddlewort:: sres cof
Torkshire to Boston in 1793, has slreedy been
widely smd justifisbly recorded. Uuildin: -
hsndeloom snd spinningejenny from memory,
the brothers begen the manufaeture of broadeloth
within @ few weeke of their arrivel in the
United Ststea. In 1794, baocked by Mamsochusetts
espitalists, they started » mill st Byfield,
nesyr Newburyrort, snd superintended its

operetions for neerly five yesra durins wiich time

le Lerthoff, pe383 A0l fdt. W
Cppulpeture, 1, red?7=784 £

l?. j':«ﬂhakku‘/’:. 3.'0.10‘0.
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the brothers also built or supervised the
building of the firast successf™ul Yew ‘mnslond
cording nechinese In 1798, the Scholfields

zoved to iiontville, Comnecticut, vhere they

set up the firet woollen mschinery ever run

by weterepower in that State (with the one
exception of carding mechinery set up esrlier by
the Haoptford Woolen lanufsetory)e The brothers'
partnershiy st Momtville wes dissolved in 1801,
snd /Aprthuy Scholfield moved to Pitimfield, the
fsctory there bocoming the firat nill in

wvostern Hessschusetts where the process of
voollen memufpcture wos carried on b the
improved mechinery. Arthur Scholfield

renained in Pittsfield cerding wool snd building
cording uechines for sele with varyins comwerciol
success watil the suspension of his bmsinesns,
1815=1641* John Gcholfield contimued ot
Hontville with the bustmess of cerding weol snd
the manufseture pf cloth under his own nmanagenment
vntil 1806, when he esteblished » similor
business st Ltomingtom, Comrecticut; and his sons,

Jemes snd Thomes, remsired in cherge of the

le ‘rthur Scholfield died in rittsfield, i'nome,
27 Fare 1827, sged 70 (igis Bogmall,
5 L LU T 5 b} ! R AN

A CF % ¢ / All ute




Fontville business until 1812 when the lesse

there expired. John bcholfield slsc estoblished

o second business near ilontville end ¢ third

ot “stevford, nesr New lLondom, Connecticut,

Son Joseph msneged the Jtoaington businsss

succe sfally uatil 1031 wvhen the mill ond

lond were sold, John, the eldest son of

John Scholfield, esrlier occupled in the

business of woolecsrding in Celchester, Conng,

eatablishes the seme industry in Jewett City,

Conney in 18073 he returned to Colchester in

18174 before removing to Hontville on tie

death of his father to tnke charge of tho

Ccholfield nillm there,’®
Though s lesser figure then either John

or ‘rthupr Scholfield, » third brother, Jonmes,

wos a-soclated with them in the Byfield Mill of

the lievburyport .oolen Hanufactory, Jomes wiw had

probably left Saddleworth slizhtly luter thsn the

others, gquitted Byfield shout the same time,

e did motjy however, sccompony his dbrothers to

1. feHe Coley Wﬂho Iy pped3,
(6-89, 91=99, 10710, 113=lh, 12223, 27021, 234}

:.R. hzm’.-l. }”!.‘.?Q?‘O&'. 2(’7-09’ ?"?-h?’ qrg_&.



- 1117 =

ontville but removed to Haverhill, laess.,

where he stayed two or three yearse In

1802, Jsmes moved to erth Andover, iloss.,

where he purchaced 2 amall eres of land, with

2 milleprivilese, on which there wag & daon

snd fullingenill, nesr the mouth of the

Cochlcewick River. /‘rthur Scholfield wse

sarocisted with Jopes in this purchase,

Jomes's enterprise consisted of erecting

e smell building for his carding machine§

and epinning jocks »nd loome were oporoted

by hendesnd foot-pewer. Spinning snd

wenving work wos done mostly, perhsps wholly,

by members of the family, his dsughter laney,

in pertienlsr, being on expert wesver. He

earded wool for his m mhctun of v

broadcloth snd for manufeecture by othersn,

The enterprisc was perhsps not very successful

comsereioslly, snd the inlerests of both James

snd irthur were sold in 1812, The followin:

year, however, Jares became sureriatendent of

o factory, recently erected or the Cochicewick
iver by Capte Neothoniel Stevwens (1786.18:%5),

Stevens wes the first to intreoduce ‘rcerican-n:de
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flonnels inte the meorket, smessing »
'handsome fortune®.®
Jomes Nesumont wus snother Yorkshireman
to meke his merk on the esrly New tnglsnd
textile industries o both cotten and wool -
in the first yesrs of the nineteenth century.
Sesumont, borm in Uenby perish’® on Lth June,
1778, wos the eldest mon of John Desumont,
2 millewright, end grendson of on extensive
manufscturer of woollen fabricse Omn the
desth of his uncle Jones, 2180 ¢ millewright,
he became hedr in 1792 to the "Pudding !iille'
estate consisting of about thirty scres of
land, including execellent waterepower, fulling
mill snd dwelling houscs, olso eleven houses
in Holmfirth, After three yeors' sprrenticeship
with & Sheffield silversmith, Sesumont returned
to Uenby im 179C to enter the eaploy of Jomeph
Wood, the owner of » lsrge sheepebearing
woorland form snd monufascturer of woollen cloth,
in order to lesra the intricscies of woollen
le  olte Eoganll. Pre300=09g Do hsnilton lurd,
inse uy . igetts, 7 vols,
z‘hiladolphint, Fpey 108874 11, w.l’ Sl
i Lid

Von Hergen & lsuersherger, .
redy 1le

2e Denby Parigh: situsted co7=8 mlse ie.e of
fuddersfield, snd co3 mls, N, of 'eniastone,Yorkshire,
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nenufacture, esnecislly kerseys. !le resched
his majority ia 1799, came into possesszion
of the shove estote and bhagen the producticn
on his own scoount of rlain hslf-uidth
brosdeloths, merketeble at Hudderafield
Cloth Hall,

“ithin s very shert time, howover,
Jazes Uesumont's thoughtes turned to tho
United Stotess Two friends who had already
left Yorkshire wrote teo inform him thst
they hsd set wp # mill in Lebsnon, i.il,,
prohoﬁly the first stteopt made in thaot
Jtate to esteblish » cloth manufactory vith
nachinery baesed on the improved nglish
nodelu. Desument sent 2 gketeh of the
spinnin: wechine in Jomeph Jood's millg »nd
ofter resding of the expatriates' hopes
for the future and of excellemt monufscturing
progpects in Americe, he "got » hamkerins lo
go there snd sce what they were -~hout”,

especinlly as trade wos depressed et ‘nﬂw.l'

le Here Boempll,pr.?69=70,
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In order to circunvent the lows forbidding
the emigretion of shkilled ertissns, Desumont
packed his poods on handg end bought @
considersble quartity of similer pgoods from
neighbours snd seversl casis of harduare,
especially cutlery in Sheffield, The
vendor in Sheffiald gave him e letter of
introduction to s Liverpool broker, who
in turn vouched for Dle~umont »t the custonm
house thet he wac » former's son goin: to
‘merics on » treding trip,

James Besumont spiled for ‘merice
in the spring of 1800, londing ot Solenm,
Hasoe, 96 deys drter. fle sold his goeds moinly
ot the port of entry, at Beverly (where he
vicited ‘thc cotton faeotory, of which he thought
1ittle) end st Hewhurvport (where he visited
the Dyfield mill, deserided by him es "the
firet woollen msnufsctory, worthy of the nswe,
estsbliched in the United Stetes").l® For
the wintor of 1%00.01, Besumont steyed in Uostonm,
vhere he made the sccusintence of o young
nrlishmen, known now only by the nickname of
fS1imsey's lesumont wes informed by the lotter

le W.R, ﬁﬂmﬂu. De m.
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that 2 fine milleprivilege existed ot
Centon, lsss., south of Boston on the
lieponset River, snd thot the two owners
wished to eatablish 2 cotton factory on
the siteg they were willing to erect a
dow snd mill if someone would imvest F400
to buy mschinerye DUecumont visited Canton,
liked w&at he sew and sgreed to furnish
the mechines, presumably with pert of the
proceeds from the sale of the woollems and
entlery brought from York.luu.l‘

15limsey' now proposed to Besumont
that they should go to Paterson, N.J,
A mochinist there, John Clark, wes masking
cotton moshiinery ot » factory erected by
the society for the ILstablishment of Useful
lonufactures, and lesumont could hsve his
machinery built thers., OHecumont (now sped 22)
and his companion left Boston in the early spring
of 1001l. le recorded:

le velle Bupmally prel71w?2,
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" f5lim' snd I ptarted off from lLong Vhor!
in Bostom in @& s=allsloop bound for
Hew Haven [Comnel . Yrom that ploce
we wvent to Hunpkroynvillo.l‘ where
he seid there wese o cottom factorys
ond there we found it; but there vas
nothing doing st thet time end I thought
from the sppesrance of the mechinery thet
it wes nut capoble of doing muche From
From liew laven we voyozed im » small
pocket to lew York. From New York we
went to the city of Vatersom in Hew
Jorseye At that time there were hardly
o dozen houses vitiin » mile of the
Falls of the Fasosice 'Slim' had been
there before, working »t 8 poper =ill snd
had sade the scqueintence of John Clark, »
machinist, e made »n pgreement with Vr.Clerk
to build three corda, 2 dreving snd roving
frome, anrd & mule of one hundred snd forty-four
spindles. I ‘ound the mechines would cosmt
double what 'Slim® hod revresented; but I -y reed
to psy for them, a2z I would mot put my hond
to the plough snd look becke I stopped four
or Tive weeks st 8 worthy Dutchmsn's house

near by the foetory".z'

1. low Seymour, Connecticut,
2e Cited by Walie Barmolly 1e2726
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Jsmes Besumont returned to Boston olone,
for 'Slim'"got work ot mule-spinning in » small
cotton factory st Beilville”, s few miles from
Potersons The dem ond fsctory st Canton, 'a se,
were duilt during 1801 and were remdy fur the
settirg up of Clerk's machines, receive] in
esrly 1802, Becumont, drowing upon the
knowledge gained during his silveremith'e
spprenticeship in Sheffield, completed the
MMNMe‘usm other
tin vork ta o Boston coppersuith®s shop,
Beoumont then entered into psrtnerchir with
Lemuel Bailey mnd Abel Fisher: they owned
the mill snd resl estete, he, the mochinery;
ond prfites were to be divided equslly,

The Comton fsetory first we e wickeysrn
for the candle-makers, the prominent firm of
fapron Dovis & Compony, of Roxbury, isss.,
plecing @ lorge order for the product st 75¢.
» vound, Besumont hed purchssed the eriginsl
Ses Tslond cotton, the price reduced hecouse
of stoiming, for abeut 24ec, e pound, but uplond
cotton from Geepgis, costing 16p. = 18¢, = round,
loter formed the rev materisl, The f:ctory
also began to moke worp snd weft yerns for domestic
fabrica, snd the first viece of cloth wsam mode for
sheeting st S0¢. & yards "This, in 1002, clrimed
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Sesumont, perhaps with some exaggeration,

“was the first piece of cottom cloth ever

made in Amerdcs from mulee-ysrn, either oll
or in pert urodlcod”.l‘

Within two yeors of the foctory's
establisiment, ownership of the property wos
wodified, In April 1804, Beiley sold his
interest in the milleprivilege to Fisher, who
thereby became sole proprietor of the reel
estate; end in Februory 1806, Fisher sold
to Jomes Besumont U4} scres with the cotton
foctory, buildings snd milleprivilege.
‘ssociating ot the time with licherd ‘hestley,
» Boston merchont, Hesumont menufectured cotton
yerns, bedeticking, sheeting snd shirting, checks,
rleide, ginghems ond cotton pelisse wadding,
BSesumont escquired » momopoly in the production
of pelisse wedding, and "ds originel process
of rumning the carded batts between rellers wet
with size, ves petented in December 1814,

In July 1808, Beoumont sold the property to
"heatley except for oneeguarter of the mille
privilege and millestresmj end “hestley in turn

le Cdted by WeRe Hognell, ppe272«7l,
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opersted the property until 1821,%*

Jomes Hesumont, however, had by no
mesns ended his operotions. Soon sfter
selling his will property to “hestley, he
erected » nev foctory on the north side of
the Heponset River on lsnd purchesed from
ibel Fisher in Februsry 1207: the land
pleso adjoined the milleprivilege of which
he hod reteined one-cuerter. Decumont
continued to manufascture the seme types of
febrics produced esrlier, especislly pelisse
wadding, but he also added woollen febrics to
the renge. De-umont reverted the following
sbout these sctivities:

"I then Dbegen to msnufscture all wool
cloth, mma’ and sstinets. For the
last erticle I got srest credit, meking
my own cotton werps of Jes Islond cotton,
snd employed inslish workmen, who beot
them up well in the hend loom, so thaot
when sftervards finished you comld
scercely tell the beck side from the foce,
I sold the fineat of them for £3,50 » yord,
both before snd during the war of 1812",%*

le HaRe Boglall, P-.m.

2+ Presmsbly ‘kerceys's
3¢ Cited by V.Re Hognall, pe27h4,
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By his production of setinets in 1808 or soon
after, Desumont, if his evidence is correct,
was one of the three pioneers « together with
Abrohse Herlend, formerly of Ashton, lLancse,
Shrevabury, Leeds snd Holbeck, then of indover,
Hosmey and Delono Abbott, in Vermon, “onn, =
to develop this importsnt brench of ‘mericen
woollen menufsctures ® Besumont continued in
remunerstive business until he sold his
foctory in February 1823 for £3,500, Hetiring
frou memufscturing pursuits ot the sge of 44,
he turned to farminge’

One of the msny problems faced by the
proprietors and initistors of the fsctory aystem
in the /‘mericen textile industry in New Inglond
ond elaevhere wss the shortege of labour, skilled
in the processes snd in the uee of equipment
slready employed or being developed in Inglend,
John Shew, @ Jaddlevorth spianner ond weaver,
sceompanied John snd /‘rthur icholfield vhen they
enisroted in 17933 he wes very soon teken into
nartnership when the brothers berzsn woollenecloth

1, Cited by WeRe Bogmall, pre27he?5, 306, 335-434
Dillsmilton W;I

' P
born Sshton, hu...az Ptb. 1‘7‘72| died Radom.
Mm.' 20 Fabe 18“9'

2e VeRe Bognall, Ppe27%
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menufscture in » hired house in Cherlestoun,
ml' Jemes lJesumont employed English
vorkers from sbout 1808 ouverds in his new
factory ot Centon, lssne, for the manufacture
of sotinets."® When Besumont and 'Slimsey’
mode their trip from Doston to Patersen, N.J.,
in early 1201 to order machinery for the
Conton factory, it will be remembered thot
they mede » short visit to Humphreyeville (later
Seymour), Comn., to see the cotton factory
there. Heoumont's comments were disperagings
"esethere was nothing doing st that tive ond I
thought from the appesrsnce of the mechinery
thot it wao not cepsble of doins muchesee™"
But those were eorly days. Uenerol (or
Colonel) Humphreys, former U,S5, miniater to
Spain, hed bought e fectory site « inecluding
dom, sowmill, two fulling mills, clothier's
shops ond other buildin s « on the Neugetuck
fiver in New Hoven County, Humphreys woe
joined by John Winterbothsm, » Lenceshire

1, HRe Bagnall,y pe2 3§ AJdis Cole, Tepe88,
2¢ W.R, “M‘.'Qm.
e Ibides 1e2724
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menufacturer from neer !snchester, »nd

then by Thomas Vose, of l'erby, Conn,

Forming @ company under the nsme of Thomas

Vose & Compony, the vortners bdailt » woollen

mill in 1806, »nd later » peper and cotton

mille In order to work the woollen mill,

inglish srtisens were imported, One of

these artisans, probably not the only one

from Yorkshire, wos Thomes F, Gilysrd, born in
Leeds im the 1780k, where he wes employed

es an expert finisher of brosdeloth, /rriving

in Humphreysville (or Seymour) in 1806,

he built 2 house ot No, 126, Skokorst Street,
vherein his son, grendson and sreategrondson
vere leter m-l' By 1811, one yeor after

the re-orgsnisation of Thomss Vose & Company

into the Humphreysvills Msnufseturing Compony,

it wos declored that the "best brosdecloth produced
here is considered es inferior to none thet is
imported"s The wesving of woollen cloth, however,

was still not done by power<loom in the foctory,

1. Raymond E, Gilyard, born Mor, 1891, the
rrecte-grandson of ‘l'ko-u Fe Gilyard, wos
mayor of Seymour in 1930,
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but by hendeloom in privete femiliese ®

The Hollingworthe, like se mony others
from the Vest Riding, resched New Sngland
from the Honley sres "when the foctory wes
slresdy 2 common feature of the ’‘merican
scene"s"* The probsble ressons for their
emisrotion, ond their life in centrsl
New Lnglond, have been vell covered,® but
their lecstions must be reitersted. John
and Jabez Hollingworth settled first in
Leicester, Messachusetts, in 1826, and
becsme employeea of fho Leicester MNomufscturing
Compeny which mede wocllen clothe The brothers
vere joimed there in December 1827 by their
fother, leorge, snd three other brothers,
Joseph, Jomes snd Sdvim, The fouily's s+ills
covered almost the whole range of processes re uired
in woollenecloth production: slubbing, spinning,
wvorpewinding, weaving, finishing; end Jobes wes

le HMory H. Hitchell, WM
ms vols, (Chicege & Boston, 1930),
iy PPe

2e Humphreys never took sn sctive
pert in the business, viewing the mills ss o
potriotic and philenthropie undertoking,
fle promoted Connecticut stste legislstion
for the provision of educeiion for factory
sprrentices osnd the humane trestment of vorkmen.

2e Tode Leavitt (eds), Zhe Hollingworth letterseasse
P xvidie
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in the machine shop as » carpenter., Uy the

spring of 1830, the father snd Joserh, Jomes

and fdwin, were employed by the liamilton

Yoolen Compeny in Southbridze, Me @e¢ = large

firm producing brosdecloth and employing more

than 100 workers. JMNesnwhile, John snd Jabem

moved to Woedstock, Conn,, to work in the

lessed luddy Hpook Fond Foctory. The other

nembera of the family joined them within o

yeargy and the factory wes meintained on

lesse for three yesrs, but not spperently

purc assede Jpbes moved to &tnrbrtdgo during

1932, Jemes returned to Southbridse,

Edwin later sppesred in Weterford, Conne, before

moving to Melonough, N¥e: E, Hollingworth & Son

vere manufocturing cessimeres and flannels

there ss lote sa 1874, John fHollingworth stayed

in Yoodstock, buying » ferm in 1835, Jeseph

also remeined in Voodstock, dying there im 1761,1°
It is cleor from the liellingworth correspondence

th t many more Yorkshire ompot;iat.a were contewporarily

resident in New inglend. Ueorgze Brown wes ot the

South Leicester voollen fsctery in 1827,2° se wee

Jomes Ksddock in 1827-28,7* George Mellor from

the seme =res of lionley < lietherthons wes in

le TuVe Leavitt (ede)y Zhe ligllinceorth Lettersessss
”‘ x%i‘iq’”‘vo

2e m.. Pel7e
3¢ 1bides prelly 224



South Leicester from lote-1827 until lote-1829

ond bosrded with the Hollingvorthse ® Jsmes Show,

s native of fcddleworth, fother of "» lerge

Induasterouse Family"™ snd "en excellsst Usrder',

possessing "s knowledge or se¢quesintence with some

of the Nerchents end Youlstaplers of Few York

and Albeny", wes working in South Leicester in

1830, though he may well heve been there in

1828 or mlin.z’ Jomes iHollingworth merried

Jemen Show's dsughter, Maory, st Wilkinsonville,

vorcester Coe, Mass., in Aprdl 1830; ond the

nesrrisse produced st lecat five sons and

one doughter by 1842,”* Joseph Kenyon ssiled

for Americs sbout the seme time ss Jshez

end John Hollingworth, in late-1826 or esrly 1827,

Locating initially ot South Leicester, he sun

wool, and by wid-1828 wes boording with the

Hollimgworth fomilye In esrly 1830, he moved with

the fomily to Southbridse, Mass., where he wes

‘roping' (or 'roving')., Sometime ofter Uctober

1232, he lessed » nill in Southbridge, lwter still,

he moved to Yoodstock, Conne, purchesing a mill

with ten scres of lend and substeontisl mechinery

le TaWe Lesvitt (eds), The lollinzworth Lottorsessse
PPe23, 2628, 31, &8.

2e Ibides vPe 39, 56=50, GO=fl.

3e Ibddes PPe39, 7172, 94,
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for the manufscture of cos imeres. 7‘he

village sround the fsctory becoue hovn

o8 Kenyonville, snd on his desth, his

sons ron the Kenyon Erothers Hill,l®

leory Eenyon, Joseph's sister, ssiled

from Liverpool with » perty from the

lionley sres shout “th July 1829, resching

liew York, 17th ‘ugust, /fter experienecing

some difficulty in finding work in South

Leicester, Mory is noted »s being o

vesver in Southbridgze by eerly 1830,

vhere she lost pert of one finger wesving

on & pover=loom.2® Jeshus Smith, probebly

s notive of the Huddersfield sres, is

noted »8 working st Vinsted, Conne,

in 1878, together with John snd Jowes

liellingworth during their short stsy there.

111 were probebly working for /1fyed French

vho made broadeloths at Winsted, the villsge

eleo including o dye goods denler ond a

shor where "Machimery for Weolem Fectories”

ves medes, * Josevh Hoigh, Ueorge Hellimgverth's

le TeWe Laevitt (eds), m
PPe  Sefy 104 13, 1 » 264 39, 3y 904 W0,
7677y 914 107, 111,

2. Ibddes vroiiS, 48, 52, 77, 85, 111,

3¢ Ibidey Pel7e
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cousin, ceens to have been » restless
spirit. Haigh, located with his family
in Pittsburgh up to 1830, haod moved to
Woodstock, Connes By the September of
that yesr, vhere he wes wesving, vith
his son, John, Hoigh moved temporerily
to Hilbury, Vorcester Coe, Messe, in the
spring of 18311 the twe moon returned to
Yoodotock, "not likeinz the Confinment,
Llsvery snd oppression of the Yanke Vectorys',
.Jom Hollimgworth, despite opposition from
hiec fathereinelsw, merried Jogeph laigh's
dsughter, Forthoe'® Je Drocks frow Homley
was loested im Middletown, Comn,, by the
lote sumser of 1829,%¢
In ¢ period somevhat loter then thet
covered by the Hellimgworth correspondence,
J. Moorhouse, » woollsnecloth dyer from Holmfirth,
but now of Southbridge, Mass,, wes merried
in lovember 1852 st Woodstock, Comnes to Unnice Greem,
the doughter of imos (reem, of Veodstock. ®
1. T., Lesvitt (od.), The ligllincuorth Letteriussas
Pre7ly Elul6, 99,
2 1Ibides peSe
3. lglifax Suariign, 1 Jen, 1853: merriage, 25 Nove18%
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In July 1859, ¢ John Hinchcliffe !locorhouse,
perhaps the some or # kinsmsn of the last,
the second son of the late Joseph loorhouse,
‘yoomon' of liades, Holmfirth, died »t
Greenfield in northevestern Massschusetts.
Richer: Wilkinson, » clothedresser from
Leeds, sged 74 snd perheps going to Americe
to join younger members of his fomily slresdy
there, had olso died st Gpreenfield in
October 1848, three dsys ofter landins ot
- ma.

The year 1840 found Abel Stephenson,
e nstive of Thurstonlsnd, temporerily recident
in llorthsmpton, Ness, /. handeveover of
voollen cloth st home, Stephenson resched the
United Stotes during depresse’ times, snd,
os » firm opponent of power<driven mschinery,
wos dismeyed to find thot in Northampton,
"They weav all Ly power here”s In 511, he
presented o gloony picture:

1. W. 20 Auge 18591 obite, 24 Jul,
-

2. W 28 Oct. 18485 LeColle, 2 Nov,1848:
-y 2 - lm.
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"The times is ond es been so bad

this leet € nonths in the menufecturing
business that I cennot give you any
encouragement %o come st presonteesl
sm spinning at the plece I oo ot Noweee
Yages im very lov here. I shell not
stop here sny longer then till times
begins to revive sgoin...Sickness

and been out of work it is nesrly
taken 8ll my eerningneeseFoncy goods
is imported from Znglend cheoper then
they can moke them herese.”

Williem Swift, o shoemsker from Lower Yortley,
neor loeds, wss slso in Hopthempton in 1840:
he was evidently more cheerful sbout his
prospectn for “ie is poing to send for
hia tﬂau."'.l'
The leter 1840k seem to hove found
Yorkshire textile emigrenta in o generslly more
optimistic freme of mind. In October 1846,
Senjomin Steady » stuff manufecturer, formerly
of Bredford, msrried Fapynette, the eldeat

1, ‘bel Stephenson, Northsmpton Factory Village,
Vsgse, to Relotives, Thurstonland, Yorks.,

18 Apr. 1840 (C, &rickeon, Invigible ‘mmisrentg,

Pre 305=06) ¢
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doughter of Elesser Ayrs, ot Fronklin,
New Lomdon County, Connecticut. ®

Ry Sugden, s young csrdecutter, loter
vireedrever, from ldle, nesr “redford,
felt "pretty comfortsble” in lLedicester,
Hesnee in 184S, vhere ".n lnglisimen owno
two out of three foctories, le is from
Saddlevorth, snd came here sbout 20 yesrs
ago, @ cloth wesver”. With the optimism
of youth, Sucden wes full of preise for hins
new situstion:

“The cards ore sll made by machinery,
snd in o different weoy to what they
are in Smgland, Indeed, nearly every thing
is dome with leas lebour here; it is
a1l ‘gpo shesd', I got work the same
deoy thet I srrived, st ny owm
trodasesThe wogen senerally ere
rother higher, snd food chesper, here
than with you; conmsequently the working
clesss is in for superior circumstosnce,
so far as T have hed the oprortunity

of ﬂ..iﬂs...”

Lle : 19 Nov, 18“6'
i e
morrisge, 25 Octe 1846,
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At the three woollen mills,

“they heve firsterate machinery; they
dispense with slubbers, spinners snd
handelooh weoverss.sthey employ young
lsdies (80 eslled here), to tend the
pover looms..,The woriing men
eppesr to me to be superior to
the some clsss in Sngland, both in
their intelligence, hodits, morels
snd gemersl cherscter, They sre
nesrly oll teetotolersj but compariseons
sre odious, The young men ore
grest fops, end spend most of their
veges in fine clothing and gewgows.
in most of the workshops there sre
large mirrors, snd the young men have
sosp, towels, combs, and hair brushes,
snd they wesh snd dress everytine they
lesve the shong I have used 2 pound
of sosp dmﬁx...-""'

le R, Supden, Leicester, Mess., 3 Moy 1845
(extrect in Jpsdford Obgerver, 12 Jun, 1845),
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In 1848, according to H,B, Westerhouse, now
resident in the United Ststes "nesr three
years®”, the plcture wss less bright in

Hew Englend for wouldwbe emigrant hande
vooleombers from Nradford hoping to continue
their trades “In Bollsrd Vole, Hessochusetts',
he wrote,

"there sre forty [ hendcombers ] employed,
snd in my opinion it is decidedly
the best plece for them in the
Ststes, and I do mot hesr that they
mtaﬂ-h employing morej all
their places cre filled up, end
mony ore weiting for situstions
when vecancies occure In
Chelnsford, nesr Lowell, where
they used to employ upwards of
20, they now have none, and it is
reported the factory is shout
closing. In Providence, ithode
Iglendy I heor six are ot work, snd
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e

they sre os mony ss ore wentedges’

Others, however, writing to Joseph
Baruer's Zhe lgople, seem to have generslly
found s comufortsble niche in Few imgland

textile towns by the late 18408, Benjemin
iioss, formerly of Pudsey, and by 1849 of the
imesbury end Selisbury Mills, Vesse,

considered thet he had » grest chence to
prosper: he hed "» pood house, with 7 rooms,
3 of these povered".”® Joseph Fox, o

shoemaker from King Cross, Halifex, wrote

from Lowell, Masme, in 1848 that he obtasined
woric ot the first sttempt, ond reported thet

he would do better than in imglend snd yet

r_ srely work leter then 7.0 petty on five doys
and 5.0 pens on the sixth, esraning "a doller

s dey very essy”. On his firet night in lowell,
he wes intpoduced to "nesr » score” of people

le KB, H‘t.m." m. uhu c... xo'.'
to Joshue Pellsrd, & Febe 1848 (in

mg & lare 18108)0

2 W.m 11, Noe 85, Letter of 28 Oet,
eited by K, Drook, "Joseph Berker ond
Ihe Peoplgs The True Emigrent's CGuide”, 343).
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from lplifax snd Jewerhy B@idso.l’

By
184950, Themss P, Lellet who hed emigroted
from Armley, leeds, probably in the early
years of the decode, wes » foxbon and
shereholder in the Middlesex Factory ot
Lowell, though he was hoping Shet in time he
would mnske himself independent of the
factory aystem hy buying lend.”® From

South /ndover, 'essn,, Villism Hesumont
reported home to the Huddersfield district

in 1849 thet life in o New Inglend textile
uill wes certasinly not one of ess¢. Vori
contimued from deylight to 7,30 pems in
winter snd from sunrise to 7.0 pe.m. in summers
"It ie »ll foctory end bed, so thet no room
is left for improvement“, Even so, the
recipient of Besumont's letter wes encoursged
to emigrete to America for his weoving end
designing skills would stand him in good
stends but, initially at leesst, he should
lesve his fomily 2t home for "in this country

five or gix sterve » desl sooner then ou"."

l. i, Yo, 36, Letter of 7 Dec. 1548
ToTeeT 4, Brook, 3u3ebhde
Z2e ihe Fgople, 1l, Foe 70. (He bpook, 370).

3, #illism Beoumont, South indover, to Jose
Greenwood, Gawthorpe, nr. Huddersfield, % Feb,

18493 in I, Noe 48 (cited
M, Bpook .W' v o
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From numercus pre:s snhouncesents
slone, it is clear that Yorkashire textile
enigsronts were scesttered throuchout the
sanufacturing towms of Hew Lngland in the
1840 to 18608, It is vsrely evident from
tie notices, however, whether the subjects
were long estshlished oversesa or recent
enigrentas, dlliem Idttlewood, s former
Leede flax dresser, died ot Andover, Vonse,
in Jume 1848,%° In esrly 1849, Joseph Oldfield
wos resident in Vorth lLee, linss., “hen his
wife Fory died ot Ammley, Leeds, sped 33.°°
Leter thet yesr, both Dlimsbeth Kellor snd her
infont son died st Woomsocket, Fele: Llimabeth
ves the wife of Joseph Hellor nd.tbird deughter
of Johm Clowgh, formerly eof Fulmeck, nesr Leedse ®
In September 1850, Thomss Trees merried
Harneh Popplewell 2t liaghua, l,ls, September 1850,
Thomes wos the third son of (the late) Jomes
Trees, » msnufsgturer of Beildon, nesr Shipley,
snd Hsnneh, the second deughter of Ceorge

le Leoda Jigroupy, 15 Juls 1843: obit,, 18 Jun,lB848,
2e Lalali,e 25 Jane 1849: obite, 17 Jen, 1849,

Se mzmm. 18 Auge 18493 obitm., 17, 25 Jul,
-
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Popplevell, of Aruleyer® Sarsh inn,

the wife of John DSeckwith snd sister of
Richerd Mellor, of Leeds ond imddersfield,
died in Rhode Islend the seme yeor, *

John Beoothmon, # cloth dresser from lLeeds,
wos in Providence, B., ot the tinme of

his desth in esrly 1853,7° John A,
Edmondson wes working eos an overlooker st
Kyetie, Conng, when his young wife lizabeth,
the youngest deaughter of Jeoseph /irmitoge,
formerly of Honley, died there in 1856.‘"
Joshe Dickenson, from Pingley, died in
Lovell, Hsss., snd Deniel lodsen, from
insresborough, in -eat /indover, lsss., in
1857,°° Phosbe, the wife of Jemes Hcmer,
forwerly of Hulifox, died st Fsll River,
Huc.. in early 1858.6‘ ¥illiom Henyy Hed gh,
merried Hias E, Wood at Hoxbury, Mssaze., loter
in 1858, and both were notives of Holdfoxe'®

1le m. 26 Oect. 1850t merrioge,
15504

2o _Im.g 2 Hov, 1850,
3« Ibide, 26 Fed, 18531 obite, 1€ Jan, 1853,
b m.. 19 Apre 18563 obit,, 15 Her, 1853,
; 4 Oby ry 15 Moy 185?: obit." Apre
5 Dece 1857,
fe Hplifex Gusrdisn, 13 More 1858: obit.)6 Feb.1858,
7¢ Idddes 29 Jone 1859: marriege, 2° lec, 1858,
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Hary, the wife of lienyy Medley,ond eldent
dauzhter of John Stemsen, of lglbesi,
died ot Pittsfield, Mass,., in Febpusry 1862,1°
The following month, Jamea “pesk, formerly
of the Csleis Mills, Stensfield, Todmorden,
dded in Lowsll, Moms., oged 46,°® The
aged Williem Booth, "formerly st ir,
Stonsfield's Mill, firketsll fesd, Leeds",
died in Februsry 1864 ot Yoonsocket, Rele ®
At the time of his desth in October 1864
from typhold fever, Zars Booth wes steying with
his brother lemry in Pescedsle, Kele; und
slthough the former hed been in the employ of
Charles lees, » “vradford golicitor, it is
likely thet the lotter wes enjamed in tcxtil«.~'
Goorpe Ficholl, formerly of Hslifex, wus o
woolsorter in Amesbury, Vesse, when hisg
infent dsughter died there im 1864,

« Sensey Hargrove, the dsughter of (the lote)
Semuwel Murgatroyd, of Bpadford, died in n@m.
N.E,, in ‘ugust 1265,5% ui1190m 0421, formerly

1, W, 22 Mar, IGGEWM
H out‘. 9 ?'b. ™
2e Wm. 12 rpre 1862: obit,, 22 Mer,
Je W. 23 Mare l%#gwm
erel i .Mt.. 19 Feb,
b, Egpsdford Obgerver, 17 love 10C4iobiteell Cotel86h
Se Halifex Suerdion, 3 Dece 1874,

e W 154 Sepe 1865t obite,10 ‘uge
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of Esst Fortongnear Bingley, died in
Fhode Island esrly the following yeer
st the age of 31.1‘ Loter in 1866,

Feporgon, the young arendson of Johm and
Hanneh Heinsworth, of Bents, Wilgden, neor
Predford, died in Ssbattisvilie, Moine. *
Willien Vhitworth, who died at his home in
Ouy's Cliffe, Ctley Roesd, Bradford, in

‘ugust 1868, had eoarlier been surerinteadent
of the laptford Cerpet Company at Tarrifville,
Conn,>* John Coxon, » Hpedford woolsorter,
died st Vorth Vessslbero, Meine, in 1869,

1l Urevestone, Farish Church of st. luke,
Mortont Obit.‘ 10 Febe 1 66.

2. Oravestone, ¥ilsden Cemetery, Cullinswerth
Hoad: obit,, 7 Jun, 1866,

Te e 13 iuge 18683 Ob‘t.' 3 Auge
M. %ﬁ Thonpson orgsnised the Teriff
Monufecturing Coe in 15840, purchesed o fectory
et Teriffville, instelled Sizelow cerpet

powor-looms, ond continued the operation of the
Thonpsonville atlle, 7The Hartford Compeny wes
reorgonised iz 1854 and bought the fectory

st Toriffville in 1859 (Von Hergen &
Hpuersberger, m2%)e It seems likely, therefore,
thet Williem Jhitworth's superintendence dated
from sbout 1259 or later.

be W 14 Dece 1869: obite, 24 Nov,
.
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Issse, the youngent son of (the late)
Doniel end Selly Ianghem, of Under 411,
nesr Illingworth, died at Rockville,
northegost of lertford, Comn,, in 1870,
eged 28.1‘

Thomsas Uoodall who died in Sanford,
Kaine, 11th Hey 1910, oaged 86, wss perhops
the epitome of the successful Yorkshire
toxtile emigront to the United Stotes in
the minateenth century, Bora in Devsbury,
1st September 1223, the mon of Georse and
Tabiths CGoodsll, he was orphened si an
eorly sge end spprenticed in a woollen
rill, There he remained for eleven yeors
and by 1840 he wrs in charge of the buying
of moterisle and the aselling of the finished
products. On ettesiming his wmejority in
1844, he beran working for himself snd
"met witk o fair degree of success',

Goodell's invediste motives for
emigrating to the United Gtates in 104LE rewein
unknown, end it cen only be suruisod that the

- 22 Octe 18703Uraventone,
nt ethodiat Church, Ogdens obit,,
Seps 1870,

1.

18
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restlecsiess of snbitiocus yough confined
by depressed industrisl times encoursged
him to take this step. In New ins;lsnd,
restlesaness and o depree of pltruiss combined
to moke his ecrly days there somevhat itinersnt,
He lived for o brief time in Counecticut, tien
moved to Jeuth Hadley, less., vhere he
pevisgned 2 pood position to allow 2 needy
countrymen with hesvy fomily responsibilities
to toke work, ifter twojesrs' work in
ifhode Islend, Joodrll returned to South
Kodloj where he merried Ruth, the second
deughter of Jerry Vstarhouse, s leading
perufscturer there, in April 1849,

In 1849, he moved to Jest ¥inchester,
HoHey #nd in 1852 to Troy, N,H, At Troy, he
senufsctured sotinets and beavern, sa well ss
shaped horpee-blanketss and of the lsst, it is
elsined, he wos the ploneer in the United Statea,
presenting mony hsles of hlgnkets for Union
troops in the Civil Yar, 4t the end of interstate
hostilitien, he sold his Troy zlsnt to s “eane,
li,H,y monufecturing syndicate, which in turn
continued its sctivitien until at lesst 1711,
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Thonss Gocdsll then peid s loag
vigit to ingland « indeed, during hias
long business life, he mede seversl
tranpetlentic trips « and while there on the
firant oceoseion concerned himself with
exporting laperobes to the United “'atenm
end Cennde, Goodell decided to produce
the goods he had been exporting frow
ingland, and in 1867 purchosed, at sanford,
Heey #» fleznel factory, grist end sew nill,
and » substantisl wetereprivilese on the
Yousem Rivers 3y 1768, he wes orersting
twvo sets of cerds snd ten loome, with 50
operatives producing cerrisge robee on!
kersey blankets. About 1885, the lorge
nenufecturing enterprise of Senford i)ls
wvas formed, the result of s business »sllisnce
between LeCe ?:hau & Coey Boston, ioeea,
snd Thomss Goodell, 5-nforde, Hee,
mapufscturers of mohair »lush robes snd blanketse
Ssnford ¥ills, br 1911, employed sbout 1,500
operstives, end the eerlier villapge of S-nford
was converted inte an inportent commercisl centree
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In 1884, Thomes Uoodall pesigned from the

presidency of the Ssanford Mills Corporetion,

and in 1895 retired from business life.

His intereats, however, were perpetustcd

by his twin pons, louvia and George, and

5 third som, Hrnest.'®
Not 211 Yorkshire textile emigronts

in the midenineteenth contury were concorned

dipectly with the wenufocture of cloth,

Some, indeed, were textile technologists,

Richord Kitson, born in Cleciheston in 1014,

the sen of Johm "itson, cordeclothing

namufecturer, fell inte the latter cot-gvm-y.z"

Richard Kitson, sfter receiving o "feir

educetion” in Cleckheston, joined his father

in the monufacture of cards fop combing,

The two iitoons mode snd petente’ o machine

for the menmufscture of needlepointed card teeth

which revolutionised the meking of curd clothing,

but vhem the pstent expired in 1849, father end

son were left in business streits.

le Jelle Hpewm, H.il, liorrie (eds,),
' T _

gohn !»iitm and i‘hmm th under tha heading
of Cleckheston carde-mokers.
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Prospects brightened when I'rencis
Celvert, of Lowell, Vosm., visited
Cleckheston to examine the Iitson csrda.
Celvert proposed thot Richard iitsen
should return with him to Leowell, and
the latter emigroted with his wife -srah,
snd femily, im 1849, The Yorkshireman
opened » shop on Sposdway, lowell, end
conse uently wos the first manufaoturer
of needloepointed caerd clothing im the
United Stetes. Goon Kitmon remodelled

the picker then in use; slso, in 1852, he
invented o single cottoneopening mochine
which loter grined total aeceptonce in
New Umglond cotton mills.'®
Up to the time thet Hitsom had
introduced his needlewpointed revolving
eylinder shortly sfter 1853, Johm U, <hitin

and other inventors ond mokeras of lsprers

had used hcators.z' It should be noted in eceing

le Bvoun. Norrin (.¢n.)§!hn=§:=;2.;;§;g
Iy 9- . ge Sweet (dbb,

‘e

A ";;;.g!” K»rvard Otudioa 1n
: K“tm' v (C’nhf’.dg.g Mg ey 1950).
oc)oc. pe2Be3i, 130,
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thet Yerkshire mochine mekere hod found
their wey to Vhitineville, Moso., 2 fev
wiles southeesst of Worcester, by sbout

the nidecentury, George Follerd 2 'mechine
meker® from leeds, died there in Ceotober
1850, sged 35,1° Robert Suithenbunk,

elso from Leeds, merried Mayry, the eldest
dourhter of Thomesn Claybourn, 2 Scarborough
meriner, in Vhitineville in ¥ey 1251,°°
Devid Crowfoot, @ "machinist', formerly

of leeds, merried Llimabeth Fussel in
Lowoll, Mo®sae, in October 1846, snd

dded st Yorcester, lose,, in Februsry 1865,
sped Wh,® A 'mschinist lote of Holifex®,
¥illism F, Baldwin, msrried lMory !ornahue,
en Irdish girl from Cork,st Meonsfield, iosse,
in Jenuary 1855.“' Devid Hinehley, sn
‘engineer', snd Jennett Townmend, both from

le W 16 Howve 1850: obite,12 Cete
St 3
Ze mm%mm.w Hay 18512
uarrisge, O May 18051,

Se W liove 1846, 25 Har, 1868
marrisge, 18“6’ obitey 72 Fob, 1865,

25 Febe 18541 marvicge,
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Leeds, morried in Lowell, Fasse, in

Jenusry 1857.1% In “hitinsville,

vhilst Znglish iswigrenta were never

numerous - compered with the Irish,

snd later, the rencheConadisns «

they constituted the foreman group,

holding key positions in the cormunity's

economy. The ‘nglish were invelusble

for their skills ss m-chine mekers and

for their sbility to teech the Vhitin

workers superior methods of -mfoctm.z'
In the yeers leoding up to the

Civil vYar, Richerd iitson beceme the most

importsnt American producer of picking

machinerys /11 of his machines wvere made

by outside masnufacturers until 1860,

but in that yesr he erected s shop to

manufacture these machines himself. This

shop, the nucleus of later plant growth,

wes @ brick building, 80ft. by S0ft,

1. m 28 Feb, 1857: marriasge, 18 Jen,
¢ r' is presunebly used in the
English sense, not the Americon,

2, T.ielNovin, The ihitin Moching YoriSesss relf0.
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four stories High, and wes constructed
orn Juttem Styect, sowell, scross the
canal from the Lowell Machine Shore
fitaon's technological and bhusiness
success rerchad » elimax during the
Civil War yesrs when his mechines vere
able to progess - in the absence of
Southern cotton -« Lurat sad other short-
stsple imperted cottone

The Kiteon shop in Lowell prospere!
from the beginning, sweeping sway
cozpotitors. The “hitin Mec dine vorks,
producing » wide range of products, won
unsble to compete with the tecimolegicol
progress of iitson's shope The Lowell
Hpchine Shop snd the Seco Yeter Yower Compeny
sttempted to compete in the building of
pickers, but failed. Iliot umtil sbeut 1570
did fitson have sny merious competition,
sad by ther his position end reputstion

were secure. e slso minimimed overse: s
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coupetition by incorporsting “mglish

improvements: he entered into ayreement

in 1879 with williem T, Emmott, of

Henchester (lones.), by wvhich any

English inventors wishing to license

picker improvements for monufecture and

ssle in the United Stetes vere to be

directed to ‘itson. Reciprocslly, Lmmott

concerned himself with the promotion of

Kitson's machines in Mtaia.l'
Technologicsl improvements poured

from the minds of Kiteson snd his

sktilled sssiatents. The business, highly

prosperous, was incorporsted im 1874

under the nome of the '‘itson Machine

Company end Hichasrd Kitson beceme president,

holding office until his death, 1l4th July 1885,

eped 70 or 71, Kitson, boram in Cleckhesaton,

wos » Yorkshire emigrsnt of great mechsnicel

genius: much wes owed to him for the

sivencements wade in the menufacture of mochines

for monipulating eotton,”®

1, Gefe Gibb, The Jaco=lowgll Shonssssas
n.n‘o-ls.

2e GeSe Udbb, W-
PPe313=15; v llorris (edse '

Lemb'g Textile Indugtriemseans ¥y Pe329
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Gf 211 How Enmglend textile locstions,
Lowrence, assschusotts, "sonetimes celled
the Bpsdford of Americe, for it io there
thot Opresdford  mericons come out the
strongest", apurt from She fect Thet it
wos the “chief sest of the worsted menufscture
in imerice", deserves particulsr trestnent, ®

Unlike meny other Yev Englend textile
centresy Lowrence on the Merrimeek River
possessed wo coleonisl beckground, and
its growth frem foundetion was dependent
upon ismigrent invesions. Lowrence wes
established in 1845 by the Hesex Compeny,
comprising Petrick Jsckson, lMathan Appleton,
Charles Storrow and ‘bbett lewrence: the
izat wase the primcipvel cwner erd presideat,
snd the new %town on being chertered in
1647 took his neme. Construction work
wag repidly compieteds. Irish lobour built
the lougest dem on the Merrimack by 1848,

In the following yesr, the Boy Etate Mills

were producing shevls, end the “tlentic Nills,
sheets snd shirta; snd by 1853 or 1556 tho Pscifie
¥ills vers senufacturing ceshmeres. In 1050,

1‘ J‘m m’,. X ‘ -"-‘:~ X 134 3
(London & Bradford, 1588), pe(2,
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Lewrence possesmsed five wool mills asnd

six cotton milis, 15 per cent of

Hososchusetts' sets of wool textile

mochinery snd 10 per cent of ita cotton

spindless The Arlinstom Mill wes built in

1868, snd sbout the same time, o felt mill

wos founded by Inmoch Waite, an Enslishnon, t*
ixcept in its very uru.'nt years oe

e model town, Lowrence wos on immigront

eity. Even by 1855, vhen ita populotion

hed risen to 16,000, some 40 per cent had

been born abroed, meinly in Irelsnd, By

1910, 74,000 out of the totsl of 86,000

living in Lewrence were either firat - or

second-generation ‘mericenm, with imrigrants

representing 51 countries,-® The first

workers in Lewrence migrated from other ports

of Hev Bnglend end immigreted from Irelendg

and by 1848, there were 3,750 notive /mericens

end 2,100 Ipish in the town, The errivel of large

nunbers of "meniasl" Irish "labourers",

who vere "intemperste” to boot, wes viewed with

Le

2¢ leBla Coleyprpell«ll, 26' Heaurice

r il

Be orgen,
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diafovour by nstive /mericens. lthough
severosl hundred indigenes existed st
firet with the Irish in ehenty dwellings
nesy the dac, serregation wes soon
practised. /@ the Irish influx increseed,
s0 the netive-born woved to the sutskirts
of Lawrentey to irospect end Tower iills
snd South w."‘

In the sntesbellun yesrs, it is clewr
that slthough oversess worikers in lLewrence
were predominently Irisheborn, & trickls
of Yorkshire emigronts begen to flow there
either directly from imglsnd, or, perhops
indiyrectly and occosiomelly, by wey of
ezployment in other lew inglsnd towns.
it ie pomsible thet ae early se 1B4E, pome
of the twenty or so femilies who wore
reportedly engsged by the representative
of » Soston spinning est_sblisiment on
bis vigit to ‘ngland looking for
wooleombers ond millhonds found their
vey to mu.ﬁ‘ John snd Honmsh ‘rees
1e DB, Cole, ppe2l, 26, _ole cites

; te U Hoy 1847, for sneering
references v Apisi imoigronts.

2 W 21 Hare 1846 (fyon Jiplifex
L
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enigreted from BZsildon, near “hipley,

in the 18408 snd settled in Lawrence,

In 1849, John Trees wes credited with
estoblishing the first comvercisl
dye=house in thet locslity, while, sbout
the seme time, his wife Honneh suecessfully
opersted » millinery business. Later,

2 lsundry end carpeteclesning busine:s
wos odded to the dye=housee'® Robert
Hincheliffe, weasver and Chortist,

born in Byedford in 1817, left for

Boston snd lLewrence in 1847, In Lewrence,
he edited o working men's journel om
behalf of other IBradford vesverwemigrents
and beceme sn ssoociste of Rovert Sover,
snother weaver and ‘physical force'
Chertist, born in Lencashire in 1807,

1, lenry J, Treea, 4il<9th /venue N,,
5te Petersburg, Florida, to
JeTe Dixon, 31 Jone, 18 Febey
20 Hay 1969,
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vhe resched Lawrsnce in 1348 and become
“the moat importsnt lsbour leader"
there up to and just sfter the Civil
xu.l' dageph Blsckburn, » Bradford
wvoolsorter, died in Lawrence in 1894,
sfter only » short period of residence
{n the United Stotese ® Gomuel Bushworth,
slge from Bradford, died im Leowrence

in 1857,7* se did Notthew Sognersen,
formerly of Sweet Street, Holbeck,

in 1860." As noted esrlier,

1, BRsy Seoston, Lpritigh Ch.y

PPevtg Ul
ffe, ilohert's bhrother, = tailor
and sctive Chartist, alse left home in
1847 for lew York smd, loter, Fhilsdelphin
snd St, lLouis, Fissourd. Im it, lLouis
he become » miner's lswyer. He settled
in Belleville, Ill., in 1800 snd edited
the John Hincholiffe died
ot St ouis 1878' ared 56.

2. W 28 Sepe 13541 obit,,
mge 1 s Oged 524

Se lhide 5 Dece 18573 obite, 13 lov, 1857
aged 390 2

by W 2% iuge 16601 obite,
e Aage s bged 32,
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the fenily of » ilrsdford woolcomber wes
ensbled to join the father in lewrence

in 1557 by mesns of » subseription much
publicised end supported by the ‘radfopd
ml. Hichesel Faylor snd his wife
‘nn lived in Heckmondwike wvhere they
kept the Upper "lobe Inn, and Hichoel
wove on hia own loome In 1363, they
eaigrated by way of Liverpoel to lew York
with their sona, James snd John, end
doughter, Mary Ellen, and settled in
hmm.a' Though James Holmes, lote
of Spepdfeord, died in Philadelphis in
1863, he was "for mony yesrs the monsger
snd wool buyer for the Pecific lills,
Lowrence, Mpssachusetts, U.5,">" Charles
Fletchear slso left Yorkshire before the

1. W’ 2y 99 164 234 30 Jula,
15 Oecte .

2 “thel M, um. ”. Towey .M. l‘hﬂl!ll.
"‘.... to JoTe Dlm. 1“ Jane 19@,

e 14 Jan, 18643
5 Jone 186L: obdit,,
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end of the Civil War, Born in Thernton,
nesr Bredford, 25th lLovember 1839,

he sttended mchocl for s short time, then
worked in s loeal mili, 4t the end of his
spprenticeship, he moved the siort diastonce
to bBredford snd followed millework there
until the sge of 21, liard times in 1064 preorpted
him to sail for ‘meries in the clipper
Adelnide sns he found employment st the
Papeific ﬁlllo.whauroloog He raturmed to
Bradford after s yeer, probably to marry,
but seiled agein in 1867, settling in
Providence, H.I,, snd entering the any loy
of the Valley vorsted Mills, at Olneyville,
Pletchor's vifa, lHarriet, and two youns
children ssiled shortly afterwards in the

City of Bogton ste-mer, The csreers of

Cherles Pletcher and his sons hoave been

justly celebrated.

le B Sverton Foster (ed.), 2
f tte U 2 Joston, Ho@Se,
1 9 iy PPeU9~Gl; Nims Fletcher little,
305, Yerren Jtreet, iroockline, 'ess., to

JeTe Dixom, 5y 15 Hare 1969 Zelosroph & ‘raNm
Bpedfor), 24 Jen, 1948, The iletchers"
subseguent careers =re noted in detail,
PPel225-29 &
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The purpose of the Fscific Mills'
orgsnisetion in lewrence wes to produce
"ladies' dress poods from wool wholly,
from cotton whelly, snd from wool snd
eotton combined”§ snd the estsblishuent
ultimstely included an aggregation of
wool mills, cotton mills end print vorks.

As time passmed, production included the
fellowing: (worsted) poplins, slpocoes,
esshmeres, henriettze, seryes, brocades

snd diegonslsy and (eotten) mousselines,
chembroys, lowvna, org-ndies, challies,
draperies, satines and mm.l' By

the lote 18508, meny workers in Dredford
were doubtless well sware of the olterastive
euploysent offered in lLeawrence, specificslly
by the Peecific MNills. As neted shove,
Jemen lolwes wes » Mansger ond ml buyer
2t the Pacific ¥ills "for meny yeors", snd
Cherles Fletcher wes employed, slbeit
terporsrily, by the seue orgsnisstion shout
186het5, Other Bredfordisns were »lso there,

1. ﬂrmm! Norrie (edne), Lomd's Zextile Induatries

I, pp b7
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‘Jobhn Cermeck', from bradford, snd
‘ionnsh Cole' (anud probasbly other members
of the 'Cale' faomily), from Farmsworth,
near Jolton, Lenes., erigreted under
contract to the Peeific Hillse'® The
contract of ‘'Joha Cormeock' im 12858 wsa s

follows:

"I, ‘Joha Carmeck', do heredy engsge

to go to the United Stat es »s soon s
possible to make arrengements

therefor snd inmedistely enter the
pervice of Pacific Hilis, Lowrence,
Vesse, “illism C, Chepin, Agcnt,z'
blescher, for which position there, !
declere nyself to be fully competent, and
sgyee to devote myself with fed thfulness
snd sobriety to the best interests of ny
emnloyern. For this service I sm to be
pedid by the Peseific Mills three pounds
sterling per week, or Flh, i federsld
moneye It is slemo sgreed that eight
pounds sterling shall be paid tb ae for

my psmssge moneY.

1. ‘'John Carmack® and 'H pnneh Cole' ove
pseudongms o8 'John Carmsck's' srest- rondson
was employed by thelfacific Mills oz 1l:te as 19%0,
2¢ Willism C, ('Zig 3411') Chspin wes “ill .gent,
1853=71 (Lgub's Zextile Indugtrigogsas 1o
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Should lire John Fnllen, Superintendent
of the print works of Facific ills,
arrsnge to employ me as an overlooker
for the scouring and yreparing of
do).-lno-.z‘- I sm to receive two hundred
pounds sterling per snnum, or its
equivelent, #13,70 in federsl uwoney,

per weeke

signed, Aredford, imglemnd, this 1°th day
of ilwoubw. hgilg 1858.

*Sohn Carnoock®,

itneas: G.H, Boyley".>®

From Nos 3 Derley itreet, Farngworth,
'Hannsh Cele' wrote on 10th June 18603

1. John Fsllon wra the first “uperintendent of
Printing; end scting Mill .gent, 1871-88,
Joseph Walworth, from Brasdford, wos
Superintendent of the Leower ¥l 1, and later,

Fecific M4ill woolbuyer (W
s I R

pellS),

2¢ In the esrly vesrs, the Pacific Mills produced
delaines and calicoes in strong comretition

vith imports from Englsnd (Lamb's Textils
Andustriegsesns T¢ pe/t37),

3e Josef Derger (ed.), Wﬂm
Wm (Bostang Hosney 1950),

et 1 3. ‘P-60
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Hre fnley Li.Ve Heyley] -
Sir 1 beg to inform you thot my mother
and siasters snd I has consider ed snd
cone to the Conclusion to embark to
‘merice bedng unprepsred when I
received your Letter I wish to stete
thet we hove all things now in
readivess end vishes to o the first
opportunity offers in the next month,
1 do intend seeiny you persomslly in
Honchemter to sattle ell offeirs and i
you condescend to let me know the day
it would b convenient for you I sh-ll

”t t.u... -“

In the letter's mergin, Bayley penned:
"re Chepin: ¥r, Lomse left with mc »
list of 36 souls, telling me ” must
ship them including this fenmily, but

will weit until fhesr from you",'*

ls Je Serger (ede), Ugmoips oL » CorrcrntionsssePe?e
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‘liannah Cole' wrote egmin from Farusworth om

Lth September 18601

"lire Beley -

Sir we received a Letter from lre.omes
on the 3d, steting thet you sgreed for
our Fenily to go to ‘merices -o went you
to let us koow » posetive ‘nsver. Ve
have decided not to take our Mother

vho 43 too old ond afrsde., e wont

you to let us know how soon we sre to

get ready ogein whet Dote of the
Montheses™

"Honnsh' and her sisters evidently oeni roted

to

Lowrence very soon fter for on Srd Febhruspy

1861, she requested of the ¥il!s' ceshier:

1.

2a

"Faeifie MHille

Fleese poy to my mother 'Spridget Cole',
Fernsworth, Smglend, four pounde "%

ond stop it from my wages peat enrned, slso
one pound "1 per month hereefter until
further notice and mtop it from =y

monthly w-s-l..."z'

Jo Berger (eds), Mamgirs of o Corporstioheeees

pefls
ibide.



- 1162 -

dithin » short time, ¢ romsnce blossomed
between ‘'lpnnsh Cole' and 'John Cormeck's
By early 1861, the lsttor wos well
eatablighed in his employment, »nd, 23 on
overlocker earning £200 a2 year, wos
presumably proving sstisfactory to John
Fsllon, A memorsndum, dated 26th: /April
1861, reeds:

" '‘John Casrmeck', overlooker, scouring,
wents to build » house on the vest
side of Morgin itreet,

Land 40 x 1959 « 6360 ft. - House one story,
¥y, Hopton hoe ecsmined the property
snd reports it will be worth, when
erccted, 41,500,
My, 'Cormsck' wishea to borrew #1,000
end will poy monthly #15 snd interest
semi-snnually",

WeCe Chapin agreed to this,'®

le Jo Berger (ede), lemeirs of e Cororatiohasas
phe 8«9,
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‘John' ond 'Honnah' merried snd moved
into the new house in Fergin Street,
In June 1861, it wes
"Requested by *Joha Cor-ach'.
overlooker, scouring, that i}
per month be stopred from his
wages snd paid from this dote forwerd
to 'Bridget Cole', Farnsworth, Etnglend,
instead of payments mede to deteo by
‘Hannsh Cermsck', nee ‘llonnsh Cole',
resigned,
June 18, 1861leee" (Get,e Boyley was
notified June 19th),
The resson for 'lannsh'a' resignation wes
obvious for, nine wonths snd two weoks later,
» memorsndum of Jrd April 1862 resds:
"Faeific Kille
Hye “hopin: ‘Johmn Carmsek', overlooker,
seouring, wishes to build o twoebedroom
second story » dition to his touse on the
west side of Margin Street, on which we
sdvenced him F1000 lest Yesr. Requests
additional loan of Z400, lse peid #193.,92,
oves 7820 prineipsle Plosse sdvise.
Bpeneser Ty Colby, Coshier',



To this, Wele Chapin agein agrtcd.l'

‘John' and 'Hanmoh Cermock’'s’
son(s), srondson and preetegrendson
worked for the Pecific Mills, » pottern
connonly repested by other immigront
fonilien,®®

7itk the erd of the “ivil Yar end
the opening of the irlington Mill in
1865, further contingents of imrigrents
srrived in Lewrence. Frencheisnedisns
from the 5t. Lewrence velley took up
enployment st the Arlinstom end felloved
e aocisl]l psttern pinileyr to thet esmicbliphed
by the voor Ivish in 1746 when the letter
wore building the dam and eerly mills,
Hore Irish srrived. /lso from oversess,
English snd Jerman imvigrants were
sttrscted in lsrpe cumbers. Both netione)
groups had left textile disiricts, the

le Jo Berger (eds’e, Lemoips of o Corcorationessss
Pee

2. ‘w FQIO.



o 1165 »

English from Yorkshire (easpecislly the

Bradford erea), Lancsshire sad Cheshire,

and the Ueruang from Spxony, Baveris

and Silesioae -part from their textile

experience, both groups had the

sdvantape of encountering & number of

their fellowecountrymen who had settled

in Lowrence prior to the Civil Jsr,

1.

The nunmber of English immigronte

rose stesdily, Im 1755, English-born

in Lowrence totelled 1,132, incressing

to 1,892 in 1865, to 3,353 im 1875 snd

to 3,928 in 1885.°® The Emglish,

though livins neer the Irigh snd French -

Cansdiong, soon took up residence

in better sress. By the 1270§ - 12804,

le

Delle Cole, mpimvent Citisssas PPeit2=it,
.y p.hh



shout half the lnglish lived on the
0ld Essex Turmpike, remamed Hyondwoay,
south of the Herrimeck in Jouth Levrence,
where they were neer to their ploce of
enrloyment, the Arlington M411, A
subatantisl proportion of the remeinder by
1875 (and in 1910) lived in Vard Five,
specificslly Tover Hill, north of the
Merrimsckel®  Others, or their
descendsnta, later moved northevestuards
from vYaprd Five of lewrence intc the contiguous
Hethuen, Nessachusettas”®

As esrlier, ® there is smple evidence
of the presence of Yorkshiremen, especially
fpadfordisns, in lowrence in the 13706,
John T, Taylor, occompenied by his wife sad
six children, left the llorten Bon: Top ores of

1.

2¢ Indicete’ by the sddresses of mony of the
elderly correvpondenta writing to J.",Dixon,

3¢ The desth of John Besumont, » cloth monufecturer,
formerly of Pudsey, in 18359, should be sdued to
those elresdy moted os oc urring in Lowrence
before the Civil Uar (Leedas lMercury, 10 Seps1859:
obites 18 sug. 1859),
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Brodford for Lewrence sbout 1870, Thoush

e went back to Bpedford with his wife

for » period, he returnmed to lawrence upon

her desth, On his second voyage to

‘merien, ha goiled with » merried son

George, his wife snd child, who slso

pet-led in lowpence., inother son, '‘stthioca,

occupied im the wool baeiness in Joston for

nany yeers, though fresuwently visitin-

Lowrence snd Hethuenm, died in 194%, aped

82.’" Richard lo binson, late of Brsdford,

wep employoad st the Arlingtoa Hill before

his desth im Lewrence in August 1871.°"

Hork sad Emme Certer, from Lslifox, were

resident in Lewrence in 1872 vhen their

infent son dieds>® Sorsh Jene, the vife

of Jonsthan -raven, formerly of lrsdford,

died ir Lewrence in 1873, * The followings

1, ide He lart, 24 Mystic Stre-t, Hethuen, lssee,
to J,Te Dixon,ii Jon, 1969,

s 15 Gepe 1670: obite, ™0 ‘uge

Fe W 28 “opa 16724 obite, 3 "’01‘!018731
b, Dradfepd Obgervers 3 Juls 10733 obite, 17 Jum,187%
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year, John R,, the gon of Jsmes iyfe, of

funny Bank, Shipley, married Core 11 »n,

the only doughter of Cherles X, Merrill,

st the bride's home in Ppoadvay, L@wrence.l'

‘nn Blizsbeth, the young deughter of John
Fletcher snd lgabells Whitoheed, forwerly of

the lrpdford sper, died im lawrence in June
18?5.2' Later thsi ssme yesr, Iswsc ! Jddlebrook
married Selins -ockshott st (rsce Church,
Lowrences ® Richsré Rothery, from Helifox,

died in Boston in lMereh 1877 snd wes interved

in Iamm-."' Arthur Firth, born in lsuninghem,
Hpsdford, in 1860, emigreted to Lowrence sbout
18979, vherc ha worked st the Arlingtom ''ills

es » cloth f&ni-hor.s‘ lils swrriage ofter 1882

1. »a,“.f.lﬁ Sepe 187h: werrisge,
e second gon of Jdnnes fyfe,
uillis-, “‘f Znua. Usile™,y returned to merr

® Shipley girl in X873 (Ibide, € Pobe 1877)e
2¢ Grovestone, Scholewmore Cemetery, -radforde

AUBROPYHT 13 ’u. 1@7{’03 lﬁﬁ’!'l‘ife‘!ﬁ',‘" 83

“e Hplifex Jusrdisi. 2% siwre 10771 obite, 22 lm1877
Se¢ ‘rthur Firth died in lowrenee in 1915,



- 1169 -

to lennah, the doughter of Joseph lee,
produced ot least ome son, /rthur Flirthe
He in turn merried s Yorkshire pgirl vho,
sfter wveeving et Fesson's liill, Shipley,
snd Selteire Hill, emigreted to Leowrence
in 1916 where she worked st the Arlington
Hills until 1952,

In late 17791880, two bBradfordions,
Jomes HSurmley and his friend ‘'Bernecles’
nmede sn extensive jourmey in the United
Gtoten as for west ss Celoredo snd the
Mm.. The outward leg wos by woy of
New York, New Znglemd, /lbeny, Hiegerc,
Detroit,y Chieago, St. lLouia »nd Lenses
City, snd the inwerd by Louisville,
Cincinneti, Yeshington, Baltimore,
Philodelphis snd lew Yorke Throughout
their travels, they met expotriste
Yorkshiresen: the "valued I'riend” now living
in comfortehle sircumstsnces on Ststen Islandg~®

le lYirs, Arthwr B, Firth, 50, lompshire itreet,
Methuen, MHasney to JoT, dxomn, 11, 17 Jone1969,

2¢ Jomen Burnley, W&
(London & Brodford, s PPe30=79,



Bobert Collyer, "once s working blockaemith
ot Ilkley, now ome of the fopremost preachers
of ‘merica”, living ot No, 500, lort: Le
Selle Street, i’ihleoml' Alfred Ac'royd,
s Drsdfordien snd mewber of the very
extensive hog pyeking-house of John
Horrell & Co,, somotime provision merchonts
of Tyrrel Itreet and Aldermenbury, “radford,
later of Liverpoal, and mow of Chics;o
and Ntﬁmn. Icwnz’ the chief clerk ot
Wllhﬁ'l flotel, VFenagylvenis ‘venue,
dpshington, ond » federsl officisl ond his
wife, formerly of Hpsdford, now of that city."
my'l highly enterteining
description, however, is perticularly

anpomite to the residence of bpedford vorkers

1, Jomes Burnley, Wm
®* (Londen & Bradford, s PPellV=o2,

2e zbides PPeliZe25.
3¢ Xhides vpe200-01,
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in Hew Bn-lend, walking through Lewrence,
“# clean, welleplemed sity of some %" 000
inhobitentes™ ond "sometimes c:lled the
Dpadford of ‘merice', the travellers
ohserved that "in the deyetine, one

sees few evidences of factory life. There

sre no wvesvers dodging shout in
‘muocks’ se in Bredford, no
wooleporters wolidng upr and doun
in pinafores,l® no girls lounging
shout with shawls on their heods,.
The /mericen fsctoryevoriers
wisely object to take the frctory
with them into the streets ond to
their homes. They plunge into
thelr work eatusissticslly enough
when they sre st it, but, lilke the
French, they diveat themselves of it
entirely ne soon ss they get
elesr of the factory gates.u..“’a'

1. I» Bradferd, colloquially, 'brets',
2e ©¥o m". ’.6“!.
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#ith perhepe only slight sxeggerstiocn, the
writer recurded that as lowrence wes

“the chief seot of the worsted
manufacture in imericaseensturally,
it i= the plece to which the
Bredford eunigrant-vesvers mostly
fiock,s Hpedford feces meet you in
‘h‘ streets, lpsdfori ssle-m keepors
supply you with your glase of lager,
dpadford reople stand behind the
countera of the shope, Sredford nomes
stare out from numerous signehoerds
in the principel street, ond, once
ret inside o frectory, it is Dradford,
Bradford, everyvhere. If it had
not been for lpsdford, indeed,
Lawrence would hardly have mode the
success it hee, for n:t only has
Sppdford suppliad a lasrge preportion of
the operstives, but it hes suprlied
such of the technicsl akill end nansperisl
espreity which heve enshled
Louponce to sttein its present high
atanding in the meuufacturing vorld.
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“het could Lawrence have done, too,
vithout fpedford mechinery?! is you
volk throwgh the long roone of the
mills, the fomilior momes of Drsdford

and Tedghley mohers cen be recd on the

combing, csrding and other mechinesg
indeed, ipedford's sign merusl ie
written so palpsbly upon everything
in and around these factories, thot
you con elmomt imogine that you ere
still at homesse"

Niot surprisingly, 'Jernecles' commenteds
"1t does seem 2 little hard...thot
sfter Inglish ingemuity, Sngligh

perseversnce, and “nglish industry
should have accomplished so much,

we should be robbed of it in this

woye Thie ie the sort of thing thet

prevents mo selling ny ml'....“l'

Puring their stey in Lowrence, the twe
trovellers visited and were fascinated by the
operstions of the Pocifiec snd Arlin ton !ills,.

le Je Hurnley, pre62e(3,

The
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Pecifie 1ills, though of grest dimensions,
“employ 54300 hends, snd their collective
preduction is something ineredinle”, did
"not compare wiith some of our large
establistments in and sround ﬁhdfor«! -
such on Splteire and Lister's « cs '‘show’
estoblishments,y for there is nmot so much
1idity, or srchitectursl cherscter sbout
themeees”  Another basic contrest noted
betwoen the Lswrence srd Hpedford wills
wos in the nature of busiress oprgenisetion.
In the Lewrence mills, textile momufacturing
wos ‘verticel’, thst is, "the ertire busineos
connected with the mesufsoture « frow the
wool snd yern buying to the dyeing end
finighing « is seconplished in one
establisiment”, By controst, “in Dredford
ve have, as sep-rete traders, wooclstaplers,
cesbers, spinners, cenufoctureras, dyers,
mrcm.n""' The writer woes much imvressed
with: the exvellent woel snd cotton goods
yroduced by the Fagific #ills snd "with the
knowledge thet in the menufecture of worsted
poede the ‘mericsns hove mode nopvellous stridea

1. J. m.’. ]!p.ﬁj-(x‘o.
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during the lsst helfedozen yeors, [so] that
they ere still progreasing repidly towsrds
the point of perfection resched by Znglish
sauufscturers’s
Burnley goes into pre-t detail about
the condition ond living standords of the
vork-force,especial 1y those employees
residing either within the foctory boardinge
houne system or ia their own homes, usually
built in blocks of four or six tenements. *
“hilst meny sopects of life were to be
sdmired, the writer found in 1979=00 that
Lowrence
"foctory wvorkers penerslly - the hends who
do the real labour -[are] little, if any,
better off thsn the same closs of vorkpeop'e
in inglendesewhen wve come to strike o
bolonce bhetween the income and outgo
of these foctory workers, we find that
the surplus in hend is little, if ony,
over tist which the yaiford factory workers
find themselves in posseamsion of at the

end of coch weekeeseo-he “nglish foctory worker

le Je Jurnley, peffie
Le w. P'_‘-'oﬁl‘-c‘s. 7‘}'780
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who gors over to /merica with the
intention of continuing to toil in the
mill will therefore find that he does
not saterislly improve hia position -
ieGey &0 things are ot present, ie will
nave to work herder, to put up with fewer
hongeconforte, snd wvill to some extent
experionge the loneliness snd 3he
digadvontage of Laing e foreigner., On
the other hend, he will brecothe s purer
stuosphere, he will hove 2 grester
voriety of estsbles, end, perbasps he
vill feel someuhat more independest’s

Neverthelesn, during the 17'0b, with
trede rrosparous in ‘merica but dull im Yorkshire,
gtendy emigretion oceceurred. Tor = period,
Oredford apvmtim left home et the rete of
fifty o weok, nesrly &1l for ‘mericen
dogtinstions, snd une orgsnised group of 750
ssiled togethers ® The imericom comsul in
ls Ve Turnley, ppetleily also eited by il,[,lerthoff,
Pre3ia’9, snd De.sCole, p.iin,

s 3 Det, 1849, 3 Jun, 1882
1, P.Bﬂ)o

T
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Sradford observed that the ewigronts

wore “slmost wholly of the high ertison

clanBeeconpert woolegorters,..mochinists,

foremen, monagers, snd surervisorse..vhon

the mills here nre vs loth to lose os we

are pleose’ to mm*".”‘ Ueorge ond hoebe

Aspinall and their two smell children

enmisrated from Brsdford in 1801 or 1882,

snd gettled in lLaswrence, where sanother

five children were born of the merrisge.

George worked »s watchman =t the /‘readis

1illse"® Joseph Lee, born in Geltoire

or Shipley, ond o butcher by trade, left

the sres for lLawrence in 1882 with is son

Frank, sged 2, ond doughter Hennahe Frenk

grev wp to work st the ‘rlington 'ills

until his retirement in 1945,”° illism Gdles

Jockson »nd his son, of Upadford, settled in

Lowrence sbout 1884.8%5:the father worked at the

L. "Diplomstic end Consulsr Reports on
Emisretion”, pe33 (cited by R.7. Derthoff, p.78J,

2e DBeatrice L. Longworth, 20 Centrsl Street,
Metimen, Hosses £0 JoTo dxon, 10, 19 Jone,
6 Febe 1969, In 1969, lrse Longworth had
seversl second-cousins whose grondporents

enigroted from Brodford to Lewrence in the
18504.

3. Hrae Arthur i, Firth, S50 Hogpshire - treet, .
lethuen, Massey to J4T. "ixem, 104 17 Janel769,
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irlington Iills for nesrly fifty yeers in

en overseeing copecity, and his son worked

st the Pecific liills o8 & epinning

overasere® ibout the seme time, John

iplgh snd his third son /nthony left

eighley for lLowrence and vere employed in

millevork theree John Luke, the second

son, served his spprenticeship in o

Keighley print vorks bhefore emigreting

with his mother Hery snd the remsinder

of the fauily im 1886, In Lswrence, John

inke Jelsh continued to work ss » cotten

printer ot the Peeific Hills until his

nemt.z' John Duggen and his wife

Bridget were born and merried im Northern

Ireland, About 186970, the couple moved

to Bredford with their beby deughter Alice

(born FNewry, 19th November 1868), and lived in

Nonninghsn Lenee There, four other children

ware bormg and the mother ond deughters

worked as weevers in lredford wills, /After the

1, Floremce lsreniko, P.l, Box 22, MHet'uwen, loss,
to JeTe Dixon, 2 Mere, 15 Hey, 10, 24 Julelo7h,

?e liapgaret Jolsh loomey, €4 leorgis ‘venve
Lowell, looBey t0 Jo7e I'ixon, 21 Jun, 19&9.
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death of the fother, ‘lice Tugpen eni roted
to Lowrence shout 108586 to work in the
wills there, to be folloved eventually
by the mest of the fomily,l® ‘alter G,
fushworth, born in Spedferd about 1065,
morried Sereh Blizsbeth Robimson in 17484
or 1885 and um ot log 224 Chaucer ! loce,
Undercliffe ‘treot. iith thelr younz son,
the couple moved to lewrence sbout three
yeora loter, ond Vslter took out U.5,
nsturelisstion pepers in 1892, In st
lesst the mide'ninetiesn, he was o newspoper
correspondent for the lgnpence Cpitde ond
aurence Joupngls and becsmess close friend
of “illiem Wood, of the Lewrence Wgolen Co,
Rughvorth nede seversl return trips to
Bpedford, including ome in 1910, wossibly
to recruit vorkers for Ma'

There is als0 substsntiecl evidence
of others, slsc meinly from Bredford snd
neighbourhood, living in lewrence im the 1L000Bs

1, Elizsheth 4, Bedley, 2 Cyr ‘pive, Lowrence,
Homme,y to JeTe M 10 Jan, 1909,

e lirme Aed. iinshew, 1225 Oskerest Cirelws,
Besumont, Texes, to J,T, Dixon, 23 ‘ure 1960,
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from their ages or morrioges it may be

esouned that 8 proportion enigreted

during the decades Joseph, the son of

Joseph end Lister Lesnlands, of lorton,

nesr Bingley, wes but » young men of

22 vhen he died in Methuen, !sss., in July
1851, 1 uslter Suith lee returned

tenporarily fron lLewrence to merry idennoh,

the doughter of Richerd fmithy of

‘ent Bowling, fradford, in lersh 1884;

sadly, the merrisge wes shortelived for

dslter died in lowrense in Februory 1°09,%®

4 mon wos bora %0 Edm Broithueite, formerly
of Bpadford, but now living in Vinthrop /venue,
Lowrence, in October 18843 and » deughter
followed in Aprdl 1889,>° Nertis /lice Sherp,
lste of Stone Cheir, Shelf, died in Leowrence,
aged only 20, in Februory 1&85.“‘ The morrisge

l. Groveatome, Parish Church of 5t. Iuke,
Hortont obite, 3 Jul, 1881,

2e m 26 Yoy, 1884, 1 Hor, 1887:
5 25 . l&sﬁt Mh 1‘5 Pabe 18870
3e s 28 Oot, 1884, 3 i,y 1889: birtha, 1i Oct,
™ 21 ﬁ". 188’9.

&. Wﬁl 7 Hare 188:»“ Gb’-t.. 11 Feb,
.
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took plece im Hew York ia March 1877

of Villiem 'y Smith, formerly of Bredford
but nov of lswrence, snd lerence, only
surviving Jdaughter of Deniel Natemon,
formerly of Wibsey, Bredford, but now of
Fhilodelphiss™® In Hay of the some

voar, ‘nn Jascksen, formerly of Upper
Winter iZdge, Hipperholme, married Orlande
Tordoff ia Lowranse,>® In 1829, Lesch,
son of (the lete) Nicherd Hsgres, of
Thornton, neor Bpsdferd, and husbond of
Harthis Hoggoo, died ot the sge of *2 in
Lowrence,”® From outside the irsdforde
flalifex eres, “mily, the wife of Cockoroft
Redman, forserly of M, died in
lewrence in eerly 1890,%

1. W 10 Hore 15071 vervisge,
. -

2 Hplifex Snsxdene 7 ey 1807: merrisve, 3 oy 1887,

3¢ Jravestone, Parish Church of St, Jemes, Thoratoms
obitey 8 dare m’.

Le W 1 Peby 10908 obite, 15 Jan,
s 8
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from the mide'sixties to the mide'eighties,
therefore, it is evident thet Bpedford workerns
flocked to Lawrence either to oapply their
textile skilla, ory o8 shopkeepers ond
saloon-keepers, to minister te the needs
of fellowelorkshiremen, The wejority of
these emigrants left home secure in the
knovledge that their aiills pe loomefixers,
voolsorters, vorsted wesvers sm! in
kindred sctivities would gein ready
employment, and thut inm Lewrence, "smong
the spindles snd s'uttles, they [would be]
surre:nded by old neighbours speaking
fomilior duluts".x’ The mejority
slso sppesr to hove been drown to lLowrence -
snd to other Hessselmsetts sill towvns
like Hew Dedford end Fall River « on
the recommendeation of relations gone before,
sndy in some copes, fonily reconuendations
prompfed by Apericon employerse

lloreover, » mumber of skilled
textile vorkers slso emigreted to Lowrence

le Haldwyn % Jones, Dgatinstion Smerics,velO7.
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and elasevhere under contrect, though the

extent of this is uncertsin, For sixty

yoors, it was perfectly legel to recruit
vorkers in this weys in 1825, Porlisment
renoved the bYon on deperting srtisens,

snd in 1705, Congress forbede lobour

contrects, though the prectice in one

form or enother occurred illegslly outmide
these detea, The agent of one lowell mill
perausded # group of obout thirty Yestcountry
woollen workers to leave Uley in Gloucestershire
for Yassechusetts in 1837, snd these were
followed by others im subsequent mn.h

In 1846, the represemtstive of o loston spinning
estoblishmont visited Yorkshire in order

to engege woocloonbers end millhands; and

souse twenty fomilies reportedly received

The /‘mosikeng Weolen ‘04,

2o Wam:.xmcmw
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of lanchester, N.ie.y inported fifty or
po seottish pirls in June 1268 to weove
ginghans; sud » gpecond group of 4l errived
tn 1870,%

in penersl, however, Americen
uerufseturers often found contrset labour
toc umprelisble end restricted the practice
te obtoining only individusl e:pert wvorkers
necded for perticular jobs or new ma.z‘
It will be remembered thot in Novewber 1858,
‘John Cermock' signed @ contrset in ipedford
to work for the Fseific ¥ills in Lewrence
sz o bBlescher, with poasible promotion
to "sn overlooker, for the scouring snd
preporing of delaines” in the print works.
Yot agein in 1869, ‘lHennoh Cole' =«

e aininy Bl LoD G
"igeruiting r the

Jmosiien s Hille"e 2

z. E.':A. Jm. WQM.
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shortly te become 'John Carmuck's' vife -
end seme or cll of her sisters, also

left Farnsworth, with the promise of

work st the Peeific MHills, #s did probably
3 others from Lonesshire.

‘n exhsustive search through the
issues of the Hpradiord OCbaserygr between 1377
snd 1884, the yeer prior to thet in which
Congress dissllowed the importotion of
contrset lsbour, reveels fifteen obvious
sdvertisements for positions necessiteting
2s  0f these,
only three sdvertisementa relste to none
textile vceccupotions: masons snd bricklayers,
vhose pey would e 12,0de # day upwerds,
vere required in Topeks, Konsss, in 1883;3'

emigrotion to the United States,

1. Josef Nerser (eds), Levolen of § CorroratioNasaas
opebmia

2+ Other Yorkshire l::wm. perticularly the

e N
her adv ts during the

seme perdod snd prior to 1877, In the

W sdverticsenents for posts
oversees', but not specifying the United
Stetes, ond in Surope, hove been omitted,

Se W 24 Mg, 1883: spplicotions
to "W, s “hivley <hipping Office”.
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snd in the fellowing yesr, "Twenty good
Stone Pevor Dreasers” were recuired st
monthly woges of up to £10 by the lbione
ledina Stone Cusrries st Albion, H.Y,,>*
ond » "YToung gentlemon to lesrn proctiesl
foreing” was meeded in Texose "

Perbaps not surprisingly in the light
of other evidence, four-fifths of the
esdvertisenents refor to specific textile
posts, oll requiring & high degree of
relovent competemecy. In only two of these
tvelve advertisements were spplicants
requested to write direct to the United statess
to "Tele & C'OQ. Ipovery Dal'ey Falay
Philsdelphis, Fa"e, in 1881 in snswer to
"“Competent meonmufacturer, thopoughly understonding
the menufscture of lUmbrells Alpsess snd bredford Goods,
to superintend 4113 and, in 1883, to "HeJe

' g Sy 5y 00
™ to Ipe Corth, Esst View, Thorntom,

neay Ipadford,

2% o 30 Sops 1884: spplicetions to lo, 23,
ton lgad, htm' Bradford,

3¢ Ihides 17 imze 1881,
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vhittall, Yorcester, loss., " for
"Ipscticel man to memoge Coorse Yorsted
Yora 11", Bven though until 1955
it wvos legal for the ‘merican momufscturer
to sdvertise vecsnt positions sbrood,

he scons to hove displayed » maried
reluctance to di_vulge his identity,

In only che canme, additional to those

noted sbove, wos oven the region

of the United itates revesled - ligw inslond,
This sdvertisevent wes addressed to
"inglish menufocturers, thoroughly skilled
in the monufscture of sny cle s of

goods larsely consumed in ‘wericsa merkots,
to trenafer vhole or part of theiy
business to the Usd, ‘dvertisers are
prepared to furnish fectory with powver,
slso experience snd eapits) if required”,’*

1. [rpdford Ohsepyer, 3 Oct. 1883,

2o Zhides 19 Jan, 13802 spplicetions to
core of Geo, Bloiry L6 Roysl Imchange,
Lendon, S.Ce
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‘hether the ‘mericen menufscturer or

inveator, by remoining snomymous, wished

to concesl his intentions from fellow-
imericen competitors, or, by employing

¢ box number and velle-informed sgent

in Zaglond, it wes more preocticable to check
sn spplicant's credentials before seiling,

is not clears VFerhsps both poszibilities, ond
indeed others, are vslids'® It is certainly
true thet sients, especially in Liverpool,

and box mumbers in Hyodford or Leeds

sre mnearly alwaye olements in the
advartisenents for sidlled textile

workers or mensgers to go to Americs, In 1880, »
"Firstecloss digger of Hprosdcloths ond

Feney Censimeres” wes required “to furnish
partiodsrs of age, wopges wanted, nomsible
starting daste” to cm..l Lee & Rightinioole,
idvertising Agents, Liverpool.”® Similsrly,

le #lso, en ‘merican textile memufecturer
in New Znglsad or Philadelphis prodebly
had no deaire to disclose his plans to
Spodford or “est Ridimg menufecturers who
vere merieting o similer product in the
United Statens

2e Irndfond Ohgervers 12 Jene 1880,
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in 1584, lughes & ILshervood, 38-41,

The /lbeny, ldverpeool, wented to hear

from “s Ucod experienced Femey 5ilk

Plush Dyer"; * snd Johm Temnemt, 12 lontrose
Street, Ulsogow, wished to gein the
services for ‘merice of » "First closs
sroctical Monager for Uyeing Plece Joods

for lodies' vear: sslory, ‘A00=L500 pene” ®
Sendy O‘llare, of the Friendly Imn, Boothtown,
Halifex, olso sdvertised in 1884 for
"ixperienced girls im “oreted or Hilk
Spinning or Droving Depsrtuentsy olso -ilk
spreading and Jocsgersg stesdy work,

good wages; specisl inducements to widows with
experienced doughters”s>® J.i, Gtone & Go.,
Hidderninster, required for Americe in

1882 & "Piece Dyer snd Finisher of Imitetion
Seslskin ond Lop Mugst liberal sslery”s'®

1s Bradford Obamerveps 25 ipee 1884,

8. M. 3 B.h '!.83&.

% JAbkies 9 Jule 1834, The references to silk
senufoc ure moy infer recruitment for
Vew Jersey Millase

". m.. ?“ Hﬂ’ m.
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Horeover, it is conceivable that
one or more of the four advertisements
recussting rerlies to Dpedford or Leeds
box numbers may have related by thedr
very mnature, to positions in lewrence,
Hprgschusetta, In 1877, @ "Mem to toke
cherge of Combing snd 'powing of Short
liools (lioble's Combe) in » spinning
concerng to be thoroughly msster of both
tronches, with preference for percon »lso
understending evinnins", wos requested to
resly to » Buadferd Obgerver box musbers’*
oy too, wes & "Hechenie, with feaily of
Spinmeys, employed st vorsted mill",
re-uived for imerics in 1822,°° 'm
“Overlookesr to teke chorpe of Cording sud
Combing Vachinery for Hedium snd Pine ools;
preference for middle-oged men", in 1078, end &
“Thoroughly good precticel Carder of first-closse
sbility, sccustomed to inglish and Austrelion wool",

1. Dpedford Qbeervep, 23 Juls 1877,
2e M' b Jﬂﬂ. MQ
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the following yoar, were re-uested to opply
to Foot Office box numbers in Loeds snd
Hrodford.

Just es skilled srtisons took
their surreptitious depsrture of inglend
before 1929, se too the 'mericon mossupe
of 1885 forbidding the importstiom of
contpract lebour seems %o have been
readily circumvented when the need
srose, 't one federsl investigntiom
in the lao%te ‘eightieny two Lewrence
vorkers, Jemes Denby ond George Foster,
told how they hod joined -roups provuised
jobs im ‘@merice by sgents in Gaglend.
Back in Yorkshire, Denby had been
attroeted by the following sdvortisement:
"ionted for /imericys - five honds for
dreving, six spianing... milies preferred
hoving four or nore girla, veges from
three shillincs, two penceg.."” The agent
had slac paid for the pecsage of Denby and
his fenily. Jeorge Foster's testimony wes
such the some. It wos cloimed, somevhst

1. Zradford Obgerver, 26 lepe 1978, 5 fuz. 1879,
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ingenuously, thet the 1885 lows had

not been violsted bessuse srrangements
head been mode hetween the s-ent snd

the worker, not the emyployer snd the
wvorker. The Yerkshiremer's sgreed place
of work was the Andover Mills, though
the witnesmes hed shortly moved te
lovrences There seems little doudt th t
lew fmslend wille did sdvertise overseoss
for vorkers after 188%, thoug: probably
oven less directly theam suggested by
the evidence comtsined in the lpadford
Ybgorvers 1077-0ke Conmequently,
#llegstions thet Lewrence componies
gdvertised in -aglend, Frence, Uermany
end Itely foundered on helfetruths snd
sccond=hsnd informetions®® loreover,

1.

25%. 1888;

don, uoe.sva
(Mhh.gm. 1.888). msv&-gx. Lotk souvrces
cited by Cole, Zrmicrant O tissas PPe92=93,
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'contracte’ entered imto sfter 1885 with
enigzrating Yorkshire operstives were
unenforcesble end often unhonoured,
Hanufecturers convleined thet new
willes ocuuld net Le opened, nor new
processes developed, without the
sosigtonce of skilled Yorkshire textils
vorkers wvho, in turn, required evidence
of wages snd security before pulling up
reots in inglend,™*

There is less evidence of Went

Yorkshire smigretion to Lewwence in the 1890k,2°

1. ReT, Perthoff, Dpitish JendiroiiBeses P e

2, Priseills, the wife of Joseph Bone-oft,
formerly of Lenholme, ne«r Sradford,
died in lowrence in 3m 1898,
sged 5k, but the couple's enizrstion
probably nroedstes the 18 After
his vife's death, Josevh returned to
Denholne, dying there in 1915
(Gpavestene, Parish Church of St. Poul,
“onliolme Gotes obitass, 29 Jan, 1898
4 Jone 1915)s 4 meorch of the

T o000 oy revaol Pirthar et

relevant morrisges snd obitusries,
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Indeed, in times of industrisl unrest,
vorkers Iin Lewrence went out of their
woy to dissusde i-migrstion, Striking
Arlington Vills' woolserters in 1091
cahled Bpndford urging their fellows
not to come smd Faeific Nille*
engrovers oven sent » representstive ti.ere
to forestsll potentisl strikeelreskers,
some of whon were themselves doubtless
involved in the srest dispute whieh
begen »t Lister's Memminghan FHills in
December 1590,

In the esrlymars of the precent
century, however, weny inotences occurred
of textile emigretion from the lredford
sres snd, more specifically, from the /dre
volley textile towns, to lewrence snd othor
tew imyland locationns Before lesving for
imarice in June 1902 with his twe sons,lecrpe Cecil

(Lowrence)y 29 ilay 1591,

1. * :
D Apr * {cited by Delle Gole,

ey .

PPe93y 11013 JaTe Word, "'014' ond ‘lev'
AGrsdfordiens in the nineteanth century',
Lm0y
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ound Poster, Sevuel Host wes measger of the
cording depertment st Issse & Jons Ltde,
Grengefield ¥ills, Stenningleyy and in
fmeries, he wes in chorpge of combing st

the Hudeon Yorsted Co., Hudson, lesoe,

until the time of his death, Ueorge Cecil
Seat wvos also employed by Imesec & Joms in
his esrly deys « in the cerding romm -

end his firet work in /merdcs was in » small
factory in Hew Jersey. bMoving to Pemnsylvanin,
he wes in charge of conmbing st Jamen lees &
Sona, Dridgeport, watil 1921, vhen he moved
yet sgein to lLewrence, lsamse There he
wopiced for the ‘merican Yoolen Co, os
superintondent of meouring, cording ond
combing im the WYeod versted 1ill, become
inspector of tops for the company and

later sesistent mill memsger until his desth
in 1945, Foster Sest, Somuel's other son,
mmnm..uhmhm.s:u the
cording snd combing depertment of the Hudsen
vorsted Cos Later he became 2 top msker ot
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Horton Hills, Nortom, 'Ysam., ond eventus1lly,

the superinteadent of topemakin: for the

liiekola C‘o.l' Two ‘iredele euiorasnts vho

died in Lewrenece may or may not have Leen

recent arrivels. Jevid, som of Yarthe

snd (the lste’) Henry Howker, of Lothersdole,

dled in Lowrence in September 1907, sged 33; °
snd Jomes, son of (the late) Williem snd Liea
Rhoden, of Veighley, died there in October 1910,
sged S4,°° Edwerd Hormer wes born in

Spedford in 1891 snd emigreted in 1909 fron
¥imdhill, Shipleys to lewrence, where Lo

worked inm the splaning depertment of the
«sghington Ha1L, Y idly “pemcer wes sloo

born in Evsdford shout 1878 end wem emploved

o8 » vesver st Mason's Mill, Shipley, until 1911,
In that yeasry lha Joined some I ,900 other voriers
ot tihe irlington ills, end married the
following yesre /s l4ly Yflceyne, she returned
to inglond in December 1914 to hove » baby (monl,

1. lmorge i, dest, & irgyle Street, /ndovar, | somey
GO J“?. 13‘!.m. 1“‘ Jmn. 1?@.

2¢ l'ravemtones, Chriat Church, Lotheradeles, »nd
Zilpden UsliaCs Cemetery: obite, % epe 1707

Ze (lyavesmtone, fublic Cewetery, Shipton loond, wighley.

be lpass rtar i, Firth, 50, donpshire -treet,
Hith'ﬂl. P‘«l?%.. tao -5."3.9110!1. 11. 17 Jone 1969.
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but uwnushle to go beck to the Unite
Gtates because of wartine difficultien,
she re-gterted weoving ot lsson's nd
Selteire Nillse By 1916, she was shle
to return to Lowrence. ® lotitis lover
snd her mother, snd Idly vWeod, =11 left
leighley for lavrence « like Lily Spencer
from Shipley « in 1911. Letitia's fotler
wos the first member of the inwedists
fomily to seil for the “Dredford of
‘Miu” in 1907 and her brotbher folloued
in 1912« 41} worked in lewrense textile
mills,”*
The formetion of lewrence ve on
inui-rent city wss complete by 1912 vhen
for some years it had had W higieat
propertion of ismigrents in its populastion
of any city in Nessechusetts. in 1910,
86 per cent of ita pepulotion of 04,000
hod either been born abroad or were firmte
genarction ‘mericons. "The Irdsh, dos dges in
le Free ‘rthur Ry Firth, 5 Hempshire “trect,
Hethueny ﬁm.t to J.¢ ; 1m 1,17 Jan, 4959,
Ty peti7e -
2. Imtervievs in "MHede in Dpitain”, “heres T.Ve

Colour iroduction (presented by lyne-lees
Toleviaton, 1k Fobe 1976),
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1850, were mow totally established,
especislly politiceliy, in the eity,
S0y teo, were the HSpitish snd Uermsns,.
The FrencheConsdisns, though still
insecure, since 1790 had found scut -
ensztern Puropesn immigrents below
then seelslly and mtum.l'

Though imeigronts reprely found their
trensitionnl period essy, thome fronm
Yorkshire seen to heve settled in
and 'sseimileted' for more essily than
moat mewcomers to lLewrence, Itrange
es the Yenkes twang sounded to the
Yorhahire trke « sad the Yorkshire
intonetion to the netive /mericon -
they were both forms of dnglish which
could be faoirly resdily understood; not
so the Irish ‘selie, the Canad iml'rench,
or later, the ilovenic and Vediterr-nesn
toniues,

1. R.T. &rthﬂff. P?f‘.mé' 95. 125.
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ibove sll, Yorkshire textile siills
vere nedded, indeed freguantly contreoted
for in one form or another, snd o mejordty
of newconers from the Yest Riding, men
st »1l levels std women at the operotive
level, ponsesmed thene akills. In the
eorly 16808, some 55 per cent of tle
inglish meles in Lswrence snd 91 per cent
of the females had been engeged in
textile menufecturing before leoving houe.
Yeony mele Torkohire textile workers
tronaferrad from, or soon moved into
positions of resposaibility o6 overceems,
nono pera, aven promrietors. Joume becsue
sploon = and ﬂma’ The employees
2t the Arlington Ylle ren & cooperstive
store with sn Pnglishetroined monsgere
fven these who errived iz lLswrence end
Foll River mills in the 1870b to teke up
jobe invelwing long hours and only moderote
yoy socn found themselvea dimpleced upwerds hy

le

1. DeBa Gnh. 9.11%

2e Je Durnley, 2ug Shien.of the SLIeRSIZe Pei2e
Tse HaTe Derthoff, p.l102,
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other incoming nationslities. 35y the
nide'eighties, English operatives
becene khown as "house-proud” people
who "like to live in » good house and
heve nice furaiture and will psy high
ronts".x"

It comes @8 no surprise to
discover that rocial prejudice, even
tension, wos to be found in lLowrence,
On his visit there in 1820, Burnley
obgerved thet "while trede has been
so bad in the States, much illefeeling
hes been ongendered between the various
nationalities engeged in factory ond
other lobour, the clesses vhich were
sotisfied to accept the lowest poy
being strongly despised by those vho
densonded a2 higher priceessss” The
French-Uansdisn or 'Cennocolc', he reported,
wos ot the botm of the sesle in Lowrences:
he wvorked for the lovest wage snd lived
mopt chesply « "I was told of instonces
vhere os nsny ss fourteen or fifteen of
these neople lived together in one wooden

tenement of three rooms", The Uerman, though

1, Cited by R,T, Derthoff, pel25; U.B, Cole, pel09.
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living with great frugelity, wao
socisbley with his legeredrinkin:
and componionship ot the 'verein’,
"The Oerman sud the Emglishmen ot
on together in Aperice better than ony
other two neotionalities, The Irishmen
is quite sa svinish ss the 'Cannock®,
but he connet live mo chesply”: the
forver drank wvhiskey, the lotter the
loventepriced gine *

an indicetion of the peady
‘saoinilation’ of the English vorhker
in Lewrence is thet, becesuse there «ore
Bo linguwistie or religious zonflicts
vith the metive Amerdcan, uttuﬁl
societien wvere not yaedily estsblished,
The Albion Club wem founded se lato ss
1886 to gein botter reprasentation in
locel goversment, end the Inglish oeisl
“ludb w2s estoblished in 17024 & stote
convextion of Hritishe mericens met there
in 1891, slse the Desughtews of It, Jsorie
in 1902,"°

le Jo Burnley, pe66q
24 DeBe Coley ppefiieiii,
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Hevertheless, despite relstively
ecsy 'Americonisstion’y Yorimhire
ivmigrents in Lowpence seen to hove
follaowed the gemersl pattern in
merrisge set by other inglieh smd
Jermen fmmigrente, Yorkshirewmern mostly
nervied women from Yorkshire or
Lanceshire. Just se when Willien
¥, Boldwing from idslifex, msrried
lary Doasbwe, sn Ipish girl froo
Cork, in Hensfield, Mss:e, in 1854,
there were slso execeptions te the
goneral mile in lewrense. Sut on t o
evidence of Yorkashire press sancunce »nnis
and other imfoructioa, wost Yorkshir
euigrents were morpied before sniling,
or returned home Lenmpurarily to mworry,
or warried o Yortshire girl in Lewrence,

Yorkshire imuisrents also mo . ntoined
their strong links with Sazleand by
vigits home. By 1912, 27 por eent of
the inglish in lovrenes bed mede st leunt
one trip home ~ 2 percentage only exceaded
by the Frenchelsusdisus ~ conpared with

1€ per cent each of the Irish end lermonse

1. lzlifax Owardion, 25 Febe 1854,
2e DeBs Goley 1el00.
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some Yorkshiree mericsns from Lourence
fought 1a Yerld iay Omes *

About ninety niles to the southewest
of Lowrence, ilolyoke, iz the Connecticut
fiver vellsy, slse had impertant eseocis iona
with Yorkebire fyom the 18706 onwerds, hen
Burnley snd his comveniom visite there in
1880, they found 2 toum of some 17,000
inhabitents engoved in widely diversified
industryt cutton falrics, woollem goods
{including besvers, doeskins and esshmeres),
vorated cleothm (inciudin: slpeces snd popling)
and fine writing popere=*

Some thirty yeurs earlier, before the
establishment of ¢ vatere ower coupamy sud the
sonstruction of » dem, lUglyoke hed beon 1itile

more them sn "imsignificent ferming hamlet”, ®

le lgBie Dergem, I
e233e36, lists the nomes of Lswrence citizens vhe
ware killed in the 191418 war. fotursally, most of
thene served im the U.S, ‘rmy, but nine losl thoir
lives while serving in the ledtish ‘way: Thomes
Serwick, John Sooth, ddward Cullen, John ‘ollett,
Jogeph feimight, Leemsrd Fotter, Thouss ogers,
Benjenin Towmoond snd Wlliem J. Young, nunbey
of thewe nemes carry » distinctive Yorkshire ringe

2¢ Ve Durmley, preBO=81,
3e Zbidey pells



indeed, ‘olyeke's populetien in 1855

was only 4,039, of whom 2,015 were
foreign-borng and nilleoparstives were
largely drawn from the foreign-horn fensles,
0Of the 2,015 foreimmers in 185%, over

£2 per cent were Irisheborm, Fow Irish
wonen wvere stinloyed as wesvers, however,
being mainly carders and spinners.

in 1853, 82 Seottish women vere imiorted
a8 wesvers, snd tvo yeers later, mm
sdditionnl suprly wes obfeined, slso
under contrsct, from fnglend snd Jcotlaond,
Horcover, » fov inglisiwCensdi-ng, Geru.ns
ond Bwiss vere to be found there, Towsrds
the end of the 18508, needing experience
pover-loon veavers - snd the Sgottish
girls proving insufficiently doeile « the
Lyman Hille' sgent imported » fow Helgisna
from Ghemt, In the winter ef 1858.59, eu
importation of French-Censdions occurred.
in 1865, srenta in Scotlsnd sent sbout
200 skilled spinners snd wesvers to lolyoke.

1




01‘2,05w

in 3860, Holyoke's populstion
nunbered 4,632, snd in 1805, 5,048,
The next fowv yesra sow o repld rise,
to 10,722 in 1870, end shout 14,000
in 1873, 1In 1845, over 43 per nent
vere foreigneborn » a greater proportion
then im sny other towm or city of
Hossachusetts'® - snd by 1670, over
50 per cemt. The Irish were the mast
nunerous, fcllowed sfter 1867 by the
Frenchelonadiong, with the Jermsns in
third ploce. anglish snd lcottish
fouilies orrived in the lote ‘mixtien.
The three largest nntiomsl grouva =211
formed colonies within Helycke. The
Geruens, “skilled vorimen, devout
iuthersns", were concentreted in fouth
Holyoke, nesr the Germanis 'ills, developed
after 1865 by the itureberg brothers,
hinelsnd wonufscturere, snd monned by
guilled benish apinners sud weevers
preducing highwgrede woollens (besyers ond
dosoking’e The "Tigertown' section of
South Folyoke avcom odsted the irish

1. lLowrence, Hemn,, rsnited mecond in this
recpest in 1865,
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ani, later, “remch~Csnsdion imuigrents,
both of whom alme lived nurthwerds within
the loop of the Commectiout Ffiver « in
the 'Mlats’ end upon the 'U411' (Irish
2ill teneuents) or im the ‘Pateh'.
FrencheConadisns herded together in the
*frenchville’ tencuents. The msjor grours,
seporated Ly nstiomel, culturel or
religious differences, foiled to mingle,
The lnglish snd, more upecificslly,
the Yorkshire influence in liolyoke beron
in the 1970k with the populority of
lustre dress goods mede from slpscs and
nokuir, sud with the founding thepe of the
Ferr ‘lpece Compeny in 187". In Umglond,
(54r) Tituas Salt, of Selteire, developed
the memufscture of slpees from 1236
onvards; lustre clothe geined in
populerity during the 18508 end 1860k,
end the lprsdford sres enjoyed » lucrotive
monepoly in their nsaufseture, orsted cloths
in genersl besan to ppedominsts in the inglish

1, Co Fgle Green, ppe7ie75, 1llel3,
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fashion trede becouse they were more

veried end astylish, and frequently

1ighter in weipht, then veollena,

tgain, ® lowering of price ia the 17308

ond 1340k, effected by the use of cotton
worpe and the introduction of the
mochine~coub, encoursged grester consum:ticne
Hoat of the dresn goods exported to the
United Stotee from the Jpodford sree in

the immediste snte-bellum years were of
cotton warp or "mixed stuffs® type. 'he
Civil vor occasioned o suddan decline

in this trade. Mesce, however, brousht sbout e
rovivel, despite high teriffs, becsuze of
foptegroving ‘meriesn demond ond the
inobility of the tapdy New Inglond worsted
nonufactupres to satisfy this demsnd.

In 1859, only three Americsn satsblisiments
produced vorsteda, eertain fagtors wilitating
agepinst popid dovelopment: the tariff on
long-staple wool sad lesck of suiteble
Amerdieonespown woolg and the need for s illed ond



ulms.

relatively oxpsasive handeleobour in
wocleombinge. ‘mericemn worated preduction
was stisulsted, however, by the Li0L
reciprocity tresty with Csnsde which
sllowed combing wool inte the Unitec
itates duty free for tem yesrs, snd by
protective Civil ar teriffa. "he way
yesrs also incressed immy denonds for
unifors eloth, snd privete demend

for worated cloth for women's weor to
replace axpensive snd scarce cotton
fobrics. ‘he imvention snd develorment
of the mechine-comb in Inglond, snd its
subsequent import-tien inte the United
Stetes, enchled short-staple 'meriesn vools
to be used. Iy 1869, the number of worsted
mills in the United itstes had risem to
1023 but not one wes ¢ producer of the
populsr meohsir and blesgk slvecs lustre

we ~tudies
ton, ﬂ?r’*ﬂﬂ.gl@ﬂ)'
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From imgland, the memufscture of
alpees lustres wos intyoduced into
Consda in the lste 1860&e In 1802,
Herbert ¥e Farry sad his two uncles
Fendally from Chesherfield, Niile,
converted ¢ sew mill) ot Hespeler, '-’;‘-‘nt«z\:a"ia.}"
for the produetiom eof kmitted goods and,
lster, of olpace vorsteds. /is their wein
merket for elpoces wem im the Unitaed totomy
protected by high teriffy the momufocliure:o
decided to esteblish thetwelves within
the miff woll end te tremsfer their
sctivitiesn iﬂ Hew W'a. ittompts tc

1. Titus Crowsheu, 1t will be reve-bered,
worked temporerily in 1863 st lespelor
where he hed folloved uids friend,
John Wilsom, from mmxwu
(Titus “rowshew, Hespoler, to Inther,
%’w ml, e Wfﬁ-ﬁld’ 31 Jule 13t 3'
Co Erickson, ‘nyig nta
355*5619

2¢ Joseph Uenn & Coey Hpedford menufociuroers,
elso estoblished themselves =t wraystone,
e Providomee, Helae,y 4n 190k, to
circumvent the 'ingley teriff of 1797
(so0 reges (218-19 Ja
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move their Cancdien preduction to
Bellows Frlle, Vermomnt, proving fruitiess,
Feyr snd isndall vere suecessful in
locs ting at Holyoke, the eorporsiion
thore being orgenised in October 1873
for "the msnufacture of Alpeer lLustres -nd
ether dress gooda", Hanufscturing
epwmstline Sugm iu A0 SPing of RBVAG
Initislly, the two lorsest
stocikholders in the Fery /lpecn Coe weore
Horbert e Morr shd his brothereinelov,
Joseph Hetealf, letesdf supplied /H0,000,
end Porp, 795,000 (of which 275,000 wos
poid for by trensferving the euiv-lent
volue of mochinary from the Homndall Farr Coe
in Cemsdo)j and Helyoke businesswen supplied
shout £100,000, The building of the mill
vog finsnced by the Holyoke Water Ffousr
G-P*l‘?oa’

le Tho Fory Com:eny st Holyoke wes the mecond
Awericon woraited mill to menufseture slurcag,
The Arlingtem Mill, of lewrence, begsn this
setivity in 1672, almost wholly depencent
upoen workers from Spsdfeord,

2e Fels ilmtmer, pe’y Ue Mel, 'meen,
Lolyokas lapgnashnantifassse Prell =ile
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Joseph letoslf wes born in Yopkshire in
18541, but emizpeted to “snmde es & you ; hoy,.
ile begen work 2t 1% in the office of the
Grent Vestern Rasilwey of Censds,y end by
the sge of 26 hed been sppointed lressurer
of this inglishwheld compenys In 1574,
he resipned his post to orpanimse, with arr,
the Faryr ilpoca 0.y ond to oweceed lorr
ss Tressurer of the Compenye. Ilater in
1474, Meteslf sold #3°,000 werth of nis
subseription, but in the 160k and 1990k
bought himself back imto the compony,
becom'ng its lsvrrest single stoekholder,
The resyonsibility ia the Pprr finsncisl
preoctices lay net wvith the directors, but
with Joseph Hetcolf until his desth in
1915.MmmMMhm
in the role, /(fter Hevbert forr's deoth
in 1900, Josevh Yetealf becsme both
Tressurer end Ageaty smd im 191%, his
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