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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the origin and consequences of the French Republican
calendar in relation to eighteenth-century temporality. It assesses the extent of the
calendar’s use, examines the cultural and political meanings that it assumed, and
argues that the temporal order of society can be equally as important as its spatial
organisation. It suggests that calendars are not purely neutral measures of time,
but are cultural, social and political texts that can express the central beliefs of a
soctety. As the history of the Republican calendar shows, such beliets could be
highly contestable. Unsurprisingly, the demands of a ten-day week, new
nomenclature, and the calendat’s association with the Terror did not lend the new
style of time reckoning much popularity, except amongst confirmed Jacobins. Yet,
successive regimes, in particular the post-Fructidor Directory, did attempt to
ensure conformity to the new calendar. In many parts of France the calendar
became a site of cultural, political and, indeed, physical conflict as local
communities and officials fought over observance of the new Republican day of
rest, the décad;. 'The speed of political events and the dramatic changes in French
society, coupled with intellectual trends from betfore the Revolution also led to new
questions about the nature of time and history defined more broadly. Although
the timing of soclety was becoming more controlled and more precise during this
period, older and often more flexible time practices still remained. Opposition to
the calendar and the new temporalities was not just a consequence of political or
religious sentiment, but represented communal and individual attachment to older
habits. Finally, it is argued that the Revolution, the calendar, and pre-existing
cultural changes helped to create a modern undetstanding of time, and had

important consequences for the imagining of the nation.
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CHAPTER 1

DOING TIME: AN INTRODUCTION

(MATTHEW SHAW)

evolutionary France placed few limits on its desire to reform the

natton and its constituents. Like the complex muddle of Ancien
Regime weights and measures, the Gregorian calendar was not
excepted from rational scorn, but became subject to a Revolutionary
committee. The result was the introduction ot the Republican calendar 1n
October 1793. This thesis examines the creation and the consequences of
this new measurement ot time. It argues that the calendar was an important
and durable element of Republican culture that was enforced, with more or
less official enthusiasm, for over twelve years and, indeed, outlasted the First
Republic. Its introduction demonstrated the Revolutionaries’ real
commitment to the forging of the new wotld and encapsulated many of the
regime’s 1deals by promising both the application of reason to everyday life
and the diffusion of Republican virtue and education. As in the creation of
metric weights and measures, reason and rationality found expression in the
decimal aspects of the calendar, while Republican virtues and usetul
agricultural knowledge replaced the Gregorian calendar’s roster of saints.

Whether by fortune or design, the year began on the date of the autumnal
equinox, thereby further linking the calendar and the Republic with the
percetved natural and scientific order. The political legiimacy of the new
regime was paraded by the new system, since the basis for the dating of the

year was removed from religion and was instead grounded on the

inauguration of the Republic.

Such bold claims helped fulfil the Republic’s need for self-legitmisation
and sacralisation. As James Leith notes, ‘Politically as well as socially, a

revised symbolic system was needed’. Such symbolism found fantastic,




1. DOING TIME 9

unrealised expression in the outpouring of plans for civic building schemes.!
Similarly, the calendar, like the metric system, symbolically and practically
represented both the new Republic and the commencement of a new age.
By (retrospectively) substituting the Year I for 1792, the Revolutionaries
placed more importance on politics than religion as the basis for measuring
time and, by implication, as a means of understanding and valuing the
world. The foundation of the Republic and the creation ot the nation, the
decree of October 1793 suggested, were the most important events in the
history of France and thus marked a new beginning, distanced from the

past. The calendar combined utilitarian reform with a range of symbolism.

Such symbolism was not always welcome, especially when it had practical
consequences for important events such as local markets and Sunday mass.
Although the proponents of the Republican calendar claimed that it
represented a clean break with the past, traditional temporal practises did
not vanish in the same manner as the Revolutionaties also wished that
feudal dues or the theory of absolute monarchy would. Like many other
aspects of the regime, and indeed the very regime itself, the new institution
was highly contentious and met with opposition, which was sometimes
violent and often profoundly revealing of the contlicts unleashed by the
Revolution. A heady mix of religion, counter-revolution and politics was
created by the competition between the new calendar and that ot the church

and tradition. These reactions provide much of the material for the thests.

The consequences of the Republic’s attempt to supplant the Gregorian
calendar provide a rich source for the cultural and social history of the
period. Its study can reveal the tensions, contlicts and otherwise silent

enunciations of contemporary apprehensions of time, since its introduction

t James Letth, Space and Revolution: Projects for Monuments, Squares, and Public Buildings in
France 1789-1799 (Montreal & Kingston, 1991), pp. 34-5. See also p. 4 for a summary of

the ‘process of delegitimization or desacralization of the old order, followed by a

relegitimization of the new one.
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gave rise to numerous incidents that are recorded in the archives. Official
reports were keen to stress superstiton and general backwardness as the
main reasons for the lack of acceptance of the new institution, but such
opposition, I suggest, also related to issues of local identity, established
patterns of temporality, and dissatisfaction with the new regime. This site
of contention cannot be adequately understood without an analysis of its
temporal context. The new calendar and eighteenth-century temporalities
are mutually 1lluminating; their intersection provides the basis for this study

and a way forward from current understandings of the calendar.

This thesis, therefore, 1s not just confined to a history of the Republican
calendar, but is also a history of time during the Revolution. As historians
have found memory, the emotions, the body, and space to be valid subjects
for historical inquiry so, increasingly, they have turned to time. Different
understandings of temporality have been found according to gender, race,
age, culture and era.? Its role 1n society and its relationship to culture and
politics demand attention. The responses to the calendar will theretore be
placed within the context of eighteenth-century temporality. In short, I
argue for an increased importance for the calendar as a Republican

institution, suggest that the responses to it relate to a variety ot social and

2 The literature on time 1s vast, but the following provide good examples of the
history and study of temporality: Barbara Adam, Timewatch: The Social Analysis of Time
(Cambridge, 1995); John Bender and David E. Wellberg, eds., Coronotypes: 1he Construction
of Time ( Stanford, 1991); Norbert Elias, trans. in part, Edmund Jephcott, Time: an Essay
(Oxford, 1992); Richard Glasser, trans. C.G. Pearson, Time in French Life and Thought
(Manchester, 1972); Diane Owen Hughes and Thomas R. Trautmann, eds., 1zne: Histores
and Ethnologies (Ann Arbor, 1995); Nancy D. Munn, “The Cultural Anthropology of Time:
A Critical Essay’, Annual Review of Anthropology, 21 (1992), pp. 93-123; Akos Ostor, Vessels
of Time: An Essay on Temporal Change and Social Transformation (Delhi, 1993); Mark M. Smith,
Mastered by the Clock: 1ime, Slavery, and Freedom in the American South (Chapel Hill & London,
1997).
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political factors and stress the role that time played in the imagining and

understanding of the Revolution.

This introductory chapter outlines the evidence available for a study of
the calendar and what 1s meant by a history of temporality. It holds that the
calendar cannot be fully understood without a complementary
comprehension of contemporary apprehensions of time. It has also tended
to be the case that time has been examined in detail, that is disparate
histories of clocks, calendars, or work-discipline, and a more ‘holisitic’
approach has yet to be taken. This thesis views the experience of time more
broadly. As such it highlights the massive increase in state involvement
during the Revolution which heralded consequences for eighteenth-century
temporalities. The rule ot the clock was alteady increasing before 1789, but
the 1impact of the army, more etficient regularisation and the demand for
military and other hardware can plausibly be seen to have increased ‘work-
discipline’ and further regularised time. Nonetheless, the older temporalities
remained. The calendar and the Revolution made claims on all these

personal and local temporal 1dentities.

The Impact of the Calendar

While the Revolution cleatly heralded great social changes, historians
have been unwilling to place much importance on the Republican calendar.
James Friguglietti has detailed the creation and implementation of the
calendar and has stressed its close relationship with the changes of political
currents, but emphasises the limitations of its social impact. Pressure to
adopt the new measure of time was not continual, but resulted from
occastonal periods of increased enforcement, which were then allowed to

lapse. He concludes that ‘in the eyes of most Frenchmen, the new calendar
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represented an inconvenience, an absurdity that served no practical
purpose.’

Such an interpretattion underestimates the use of the Republican
calendar. In a recent and detailed quantitative study of Marseilles and its
environs, Michael Meinzer has suggested that it could indeed have a real
impact on an area and, furthermore, that the lack of observance can itself
reveal the dynamics of local politics. In the urban centre of Marseilles, if
not the surrounding villages, the calendar had important administrative and
social consequences.* He 1s also not alone in suggesting that its effects have
been underestimated. Jack Thomas’ study of the markets in the Haute-
Garonne suggests that the new calendar did effect a certain amount ot
change and that the structure of the week was altered.” Serge Bianchi has
noted the etficiency with which the calendar was implemented and suggests
that historians, such as Michel Vovelle and Mona Ozoutf, have

underestimated the impact of the new calendar.

Bianchi highlights the lack of detailed undetstanding ot the calendar’s
chronological and geographical differences. His article 1s an explicit call for
a more detailed understanding of the calendar, taking into account both
differences of local conditions and the changes during its life span ot 1793-

1806. It calls for more local studies of the calendar. He provides a list of

3 James Friguglietty, ‘The Social and Religtous Consequences of the French
Revolutionary Calendar’ (Ph.D. dissertation, Harvard University, 1960), p. 158.

* Meinzer, Der Fransiisische Revolutionskalender.

5 Jack Thomas, Les Temps des foires: Foires et marchés dans le Midi tonlousain de la fin de
["Ancien Régime a 1914 (Toulouse, 1993); Thomas, ‘Le temps du marche, le temps de dieu:
le calendrier républicain en Haute-Garonne, de 'an VI a l'an XU, Annales du Midz, 109
(1997), pp. 93-103.

6 Michel Vovelle, La mentalité révolutionnaire: socictés et mentalités sous la Révolution frangaise

(Paris, 1985), pp. 199-200; Mona Ozouf, ‘Revolutionary Calendar’ in A Cretical Dictionary of

the French Revolution Frangots Furet and Mona Ozouf, eds. (Yale, 1992), pp. 538-5309.
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suggested sources for such studies, including the largely neglected, but
rewarding, records of the Justice de paix. Bianchi not only outlines a
programme of tesearch, but also gives us the tesults of his own findings
from the Essonne and Val-de-Marne. Such suggestions and complaints are
legitimate and useful, and the demand for more local studies a pertinent one.
A detailed understanding of the opetation of the calendar ‘on the ground’,
especlally a nuanced understanding, 1s lacking. Current studies stll leave
room for more research. Friguglietti attempts a representative sample of
departments, but he does not have space to develop a systematic analysis of
local responses, preferring instead to relate the calendar to more general
trends of the Revolution, such as dechristianisation and the Thermidorian
Reaction. Francoise Fortunet’s study on the department of the Cote-d’Or
is limited to one small region and examines the response of the
administration rather than the population.” The demands of Meinzet’s
quantitative methodology have limited his work to just Marseilles and the
port’s hinterland: this choice of a predominantly Jacobin town helps explain
his conclusion that the Republican calendar had more influence than has

previously been suspected.

The scope of the questions being asked about the Revolution has also
been broadened. Meinzer’s and this thesis’ evidence also point to a complex
and subtle picture of the calendar’s consequences. Its introduction also

heralded more general changes in France’s temporality. As Meinzer suggests

il est frappant de voir avec quelle continuité — malgré une atmosphere parfois
hostile ou indifférente au calendrier — les administrations publiques ont
respecté le rythme décadaire. e nouveau calendrier fait amnsi partie — en
relation avec la bureaucratie croissante — dun changement séculaire de

modernisation et de rattonalisation des structures temporelles.

7 Francotse Fortunet, ‘Le temps a I'épreuve de la Révolution: Les avatars du décadr’, in

Mouvements popularres et conscience sociale. Colloque de 1'Université Paris VII — CNRS, Paris,

24-26 May 1984 (Paris, 1985), pp. 678-86.
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1t 15 striking to see with what continuity — despite an atmosphere at times
hostile or indifferent to the calendar — public administration respected the
ten-day rhythm. The new calendar played its part — together with the
expanston of bureaucracy — in a secular modernisation and rationalisation of

temporal structures.]®

The relationship between the calendar and the state, as well as the
possible connections between modernity and the reform are valid subjects
for investigation. Might it be that the beginnings of modern, timetabled life
lie in the eighteenth-century? The answer i1s complicated, not just by the
diversity of the period and the Revolution, but by the ditficulty with
searching for origins. Nonetheless, some pattern, or interpretation, can be
cautiously advanced. The reforms did not just atfect the everyday use of
calendars, but affected other areas, ranging from political discourse to work
practices. Local circumstances also greatly intluenced this general picture
and a simple outline of the calendar’s chronology does not always concur
with geographical, social and political variations in its use and popularity.
The history of the calendar is therefore not just a history of administration,
or of measurement, but also of the ways in which time and timing helped to

provide the structures for community.

Since Lynn Hunt’s Politics, Culture, Class and the French Revolution 1n
particular, historians of the Revolution have begun to look afresh at the vast

cultural production of the period.? Politics and culture, Hunt suggests, wete

8 Michael Meinzer, Le calendrier révolutionnaire: son application et ses effets soctaux
a Marseille et dans trots villages provencaux’, in ['espace et le temps reconstruits: la Révolution
Frangaise, une révolution des mentalités et des cultures? Actes du collogue organisé a Marsetlle par la
Commission Scientifique régionale pour le Bicentenaire de la Révolution Frangaise et le Centre Meéridional
d'Histoire social des mentalités et des cultures (Université de Provence), les 22,23,24 fevrier 1989 (Aix-
en-Provence, 1990), pp. 181-196. The quotation is from p. 191.

o Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture and Class in the French Revolution (Berkeley, 1984).
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bound together like the continuous face of a Mobius strip.1® Historians
have become attuned to the possible political and social meanings of a
whole range of cultural output, from theatre to song. The visual and
material culture of the Revolutionary period has since drawn a great deal of
attention from historians, who have also extended this notion of culture
beyond Hunt’s focus on Jacobin identity and have demonstrated the
contradictions and complexities of Revolutionary culture. Despite the
explosion of the political press, the dramatic creation of a network of
Jacobin clubs, the militarisation of society, and Republican social policy,
politics still meant something different in the salons and clubs to its meaning
in the countryside. The Republican calendar, in theory, applied to all of
France, but geography and political differences meant that the reality was
more complicated.!! Nonetheless, as a result of its strong associations with
the aims of the radical Revolution, the calendar was suffused with politics.

The cultural implications ot the calendar, such as its visual representations
and use in plays and tableaux need to be examined. Similarly, the ‘linguistic
turn’ 1in the humanities has focused attention on the nuances of language
and the importance of rhetorical structure in the representation, or creation,

of reality.

This thesis both relies on new evidence and takes a broader and more
‘cultural’ approach than previous studies. Primary research in the Cote-
d’Or, the Doubs, the Loire-Intérieure and the Vaucluse provides the main
evidential base. Other evidence of departmental reaction has been tound in
the reports on esprit public held by the Archives nationales (series FlcIII). 1

have found the records of the [ustice de parx to be the most useful tor

10 The discovery of the German mathematician, August F. Mobius, the strip consists

of a ‘surface with one continuous side formed by joining the ends of a rectangle after

twisting one end through 1807, The Concise Oxford English Dictionary, 10t ed. (Oxford,

1999).
11 Emmet Kennedy, A Cultural History of the French Revolution New Haven & London,

1989).
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revealing actual practice, allowing a comparison of a vatiety of communes,
districts and department to be made. Much of value is also contained in
other seties, such as police records and comptes décadaires. Whete possible, 1
have examined a seties of records ot the Justice de paix, recording the times
of the citation or the meeting for an urban section or rural district. As a
judicial institution, the [ustice de paix provides important evidence for
meeting times and local views on oftences such as working on the déad:.

Officials operated with some independence from central authority and
theretore reflect local opinion.1? It took a brave juge, as Colin Lucas has
remarked, to work counter to local feeling.'3 Complete runs of meetings
are, however, rare, particularly for the whole period 1793 to the Year VIII
and after. Boundaties changed, as did administration and jurisdiction of the
law. Iocal record-keeping also varied enormously and clerks sometimes
seemed confused about dates (this itself is telling about familiarity with the
new system). Furthermore, 1t seems likely that the sources used undet-
report the number of meetings of the Justice de parx. Nonetheless, the
inherent limitations ot this source and the small size ot the sample do not
preclude usetul conclusions being drawn from these meetings. The size of
the sample 1s perhaps one of the main problems (others being the
comparability of the sittings, and the questions of citations and sittings),

but, on the other hand, it is to some extent a random sampling.

All four geographic areas show the impact of the calendar and reflect the

fact that the Republican calendar had a particular chronology of

12 The meeting of the #rbunal crimine/ could, at least in Besancon, depend on the
personal wishes and needs of its members: ‘e pars pour la campagne: mes affaires
domestiques et ma santé m’y appellent. J’aurais 'honneur de vous faire part de mon retour
que Je ne peux fixer a ce moment,” A.D. Doubs L 2624, Letter, Chatles, member of the
tribunal criminal to Vejeux, President of the #7bunal crimine/, Besancon, 3 jour
complémentaire V (19 September 1795).

13 Colin Lucas, “The Rules of the Game in Local-Politics under the Directory’, French
Historical Studies, 16 (1989), p. 358.
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introduction. All four departmental towns (Avignon, Besancon, Dijon and
Nantes) began to use the new calendar at different times after it was
introduced in Paris. The distribution ot the Revolution relied on the speed
of the postal system.* None, however, were particularly tardy in their
implementation of the new calendar. Various municipal and departmental
committees recorded its arrival. Some gave enthusiastic welcomes, such as
an oration at Besancon, at the time a mainly Jacobin town, in language
reminiscent of reports of the Committee of Public Instruction. Soon all
government correspondence complied with the new calendar.’> They also
highlight the importance ot local variation in reactions to the Republic’s
initiattives. Other evidence found in departmental, municipal and communal
archives has been filtered through officials and government representatives.
Behaviour tends to be recorded only when deviant and attracting official
attention and this needs to be considered. The history ot the calendar is in
part a history of administrative practice and the official construction and

recording of (usually peasant) deviancy.

The local records in these areas demonstrate that the calendar had an
impact that continued well beyond the events of the 9 thermidor. Central
records held by the Archives nationales, ranging from police reports to those
of the Ministry of the Interior and the Committee of Public Instruction,
have also proved to be particularly revealing. These findings are combined
with evidence from newspapers and political pamphlets. The legitimate, if
contested, involvement of the state in all aspects of life, including the use of

time, 1s well reflected in this mass ot paper.

14 Guy Arbellot, Bernard Lepetit, and Jacques Bertrand, eds., Routes et Communications,

Atlas de la Révolution frangaise (Parts, 1987), vol. 1.
15 Serge Bianchi, La «Bataille du Calendrier» ou le Deécadi contre le Dimanche.

Nouvelles approches pour la réception du calendrier républicain en milieu rural’,

1.HRFEF., 312 (1998), pp. 245-64, esp. p. 247.
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Reform of any customary measurement could appear provocative.

Witold Kura suggests:

Measure is intimately connected with man and the things he values above all
others; land, food and drink]...] it 1s never neutral: it is good or bad, or

rather there are countless bad measures, and only one, the one ‘of old,” that

s just, and ‘true,” and ‘good.’16

Few things could be more valuable than time, or seem as established as
the setting of the sun and the names of the months. The Republican
calendar, as contemporaries frequently lamented, was not easily forced upon
a populace often in the thrall of superstition and habit: a common
complaint of oftticials and administrators. This commissaire in the Loire-
Inférieure in the Year VI, who blamed the lack of observance of the déad:

on the continued custom of observing Sundays, 1s typical:

[’habitude était une seconde nature chez les habitants des campagnes plus
particulierement que parmit ceux des villes, et les préjugés ne pouvaient y étre

detruits qu’avec la plus grande difficulte.

[Iradition 1s second nature for the inhabitants of the countryside more so
than for those of the towns and these prejudices can only be destroyed with

the greatest difficulty.}'”

The meanings of persistent calendar customs and opposition to the new
reforms could vary. The local responses to the Republican calendar,
typically recorded by ofticials as problematic, could mean more than an
instinctive kick of habit and might involve local loyalties and a form ot
popular politics. The calendar, like many of the Republic’s reforms met
with a range of opposition. Difficulties were caused by ignorance of the
new method of dating and officials recorded a variety ot problems resulting

from the observance of this Republican institution. Habit, tradition, and a

16 Witold Kura, trans. R. Szreter, Measures and Men (Princeton, 19806), p. 17.

17 ALN. F171454, letter, Commissaire Central, Loire-Inférieure to the Minister of the

Interior, 21 messidor VI (9 July 1798).
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lack of knowledge of the changes also played their part, as in the commune
of Pleumartin in the Vienne, where couples still wished to wed on the
traditional day ot mercreds rather than on the new Republican day of guznt:di.
Some citizens feared for their wages in the light of the new ten-day week;

others expressed a belief that such reforms went against religious teaching.

Such problems may have not initially arisen from political motives, but
became so in the drafting of ofticial reports. While local reactions
sometimes resulted from political motivations, they represent the responses
ot people whose complex local temporalities were confronted by an
administration that could be equally dogmatic and, sometimes, unpleasantly
authoritarian. The ‘chouans’, for instance, who attempted to disrupt the
new arrangement of markets in the Loire-Inférieure were cited by a local
official as indicating the continuing presence of counter-revolutionary
feeling, but they may equally have been locals upset by the contusion caused
to their system of provision and sale.!® During the Revolutionary petiod
many forms of local activity could become politicised and such action needs
to be contextualised. Eighteenth-century temporalities could be complex,

and need to be delineated if the calendar’s impact 1s to be propetly assessed.

Time and the Eighteenth Century

The eighteenth century, one critic has suggested, is noted for ‘its
unprecedented passion for chronometric exactitude, in its timepieces and in
its prose’. Yet time for the average Parisian has also been described as

‘extensible, élastique, fluide comme la lumiere, allongé ou réduit suivant les

18 Henri Carré, Le calendrier républicain et les épisodes de I'an VI et de I'an VI,
Mémoires de la Société des Antiquaires de I'Ouest, series 3, 40 (1937), p. 341; A.D. Loire-
Atlantique, L 335, letter from Municipality of Savenay to the Department of the Lotre-
Inférieure 27 pluviose VIII (16 February 1800).
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saisons, ce temps du soleil, nonchalant et réveur’!® These contradictions
suggest that France was undergoing a process of change in its relationship
with time. As society changed, so did the importance and nature of its
timing. Any consideration of the role of time is bound to conclude that the
evidence is contradictory and that the picture of time-use in the eighteenth

century which emerges is one of considerable complexity.

A number of broad points about eighteenth century temporality can be
made. Firstly, time, and timing, were at once both complex and rather banal
and commonplace. St Augustine’s dictum on the awareness of time is
apposite: ‘I know what time is, but if someone asks me, then I cannot tell
him’.20 Time was accepted, understood and not discussed and forms a key,
but unspoken component of culture and life itself. Yet despite the
commonsensical nature of time keeping, the people of France had dealt
with temporal and calendar reform without much trouble, as did other
countries duting their adoption of the Gregorian calendar.?2! Relationships
towards time also differed according to class (wealth and working-practice),
gender and geography. The structures of these relationships were also
undetrgoing change. Aristocratic style, and the king’s strict and ordered daily
routine of rising, walks, working, hunting and eating, demonstrated a
control of time, rather than a suggestion that one was in thrall to time.
Attectations of laziness similarly showed disdain for the rule of the clock.

Yet 1t 1s also possible to discern a growing strand of thought, most clearly

19 Stuart Jay Sherman, ‘Telling Time: Clocks and Calendars, Secrecy and Self-
Recording 1n English Diurnal Form, 1660-1795” (PhD thesis, Columbia Unitversity, 1990),
p. 9. Michele Perrot, Les onvriers en gréve (Paris, 1974), p. 271.

20 Quoted in David S. Landes, Revolution in Time: Clocks and the Making of the Modern
Worid (Cambridge, Mass., 1983), p. 1.

2l Francesco H. Matello, ‘Il tempo dei calendar1 in Francia (1484-1805)°, Stud: Storicx,
31, no. 2 (1990),pp. 413-30; Maiello, Storza de/ calendario: La misuransione del tempo, 1450-1800

(Turin, 1994); Robert Poole, 1ime's alteration: calendar reform in early modern England (London,

1998).
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expressed by the new discipline of economics.22 Work practices were

changing. At all levels ot society, appropriate use of time became an issue.

In his discussion of the life and times Jacques-Louis Ménétra, Daniel
Roche presents a picture of eighteenth-century temporality that can be
desctibed as traditional and pre-modern. Time and the necessity for precise
timing were not of great importance to everyday life. He notes that
Ménétra’s diary mentions the time of the day just thirty-five times in over
three hundred pages. On the occasions that the time 1s recorded, Ménétra
recalls the time as 5 and 6 o’clock, 8 o’clock, and 10 and 11 in the evening.
Roche comments that this method 1s simply the diarist’s shorthand for
morning, evening, dawn and dusk.?? Ménétra’s diary, and a number of
secondary sources, are used to conclude that for Paris’ popular classes time
had little meaning. Although without other references, this no doubt also
draws upon Roche’s substantial primary research into the material world of
the everyday. In the eighteenth-century workplace, time was tlexible and
regular hours were less important than the needs ot the current job, the

fatigues of the body or, when on the road, the distractions ot ‘une belle
fille’.>4

Compared to the industrial, modern age, people wete less aware of the
time ot day. Such a view is most eloquently expressed in E.P. Thompson’s
highly influential and frequently cited “Time, Work-discipline, and Industrial

Capitalism’. The lack of an internal clocking of time is contrasted with the

22 Richard Glasser, trans. C.G. Pearson, Time in French Life and thought (Manchestet,
1972); Daniel Gordon, Citigens without Sovereignty: Equality and Sociaviisty in French thought,
1670-1789 (Princeton, 1994), pp. 129-76.

23 Jacques-Louts Meéneétra, Journal, p. 367.

24 Jbid., p. 364; David Garrioch, Neighbourhood and community in Pars, 1740-1790
(Cambridge, 1986), p. 170; Michael Sonenscher, ‘Work and Wages in Paris in the
eighteenth century’, tn Manufacture in town and country before the factory, Maxime Berg, Pat

Hudson, and Michael Sonenscher, eds. (Cambridge, 1983), p. 166.
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automaton created by industrialised, modern (if not modernised) society
and the rule of clock and factory.?> The pre-industrial world is one without
need for sophisticated ot, indeed, commonplace time use and reckoning. In
this analysis, time as it 1s understood today in everyday life is a modern
phenomenon, as much a result of the industrial revolution as urban life.
Industrialisation, urbanisation, nation-building and globalisation (as the
International Date Line testifies) have placed us in a wotld controlled by the
relentless, regular, ticking of the clock (or the electronic pulse of a quartz

crystal), rather than biology or personal needs.

Such a view not only exaggerates the rigidity and dominance of industrial
wotk practices, but also underestimates the role of time keeping in pre-
industrial society. This has been the argument of a number of scholars,
most notably the historical geographers Nigel Thrift and Paul Glennie.
They take 1ssue with Thompson’s assertion of a ‘pre-modern time
consciousness’ that was traditional, limited and linked to the natural rhythms
of life, rather than a mechanistic recourse to a clock-based means of
measuring time. In the pretace to Customs in Common, Thompson stood by
his view and ‘saw no reason’ to alter his interpretation.?® Glennie and Thrift
do not come to grips with the issue of industrialisation and their
implications may only be valid for Northern Europe. Nonetheless, their
approach has demonstrated the limitations of describing time-consciousness
(or use) as ‘pre-modern’ or industrial. Indeed, as Dohrn-van Rossum has
shown, our usual descriptions of time-use betore the industrial revolution

are based on limited research.?’” The importance of time-measurement to

25 E. P. Thompson, “Time, Work-Discipline, and Industrial Capitalism’; Past and Present
(1967), pp. 56-97; Landes, Revolution in Time. For an example of Thompson’s continuing
influence see Smith, Mastered by the Clock.

26 E.P. Thompson, Customs in Common (London, 1991), p. vit.

21 Gerhard Dohtn-van Rossum, History of the Hour: Clocks and Modern Temporal Orders
(Chicago & London, 1990), pp. 217-89. On this issue see also, Hans-Joachim Voth, ‘Time
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society before the industtial revolution has been documented by a number
of scholars. Stuart Sherman draws attention to ‘important seventeenth-
century changes in outward notation’ of time, while Alfred Crosby has
stressed the advances made up to and during the Renaissance.?® In contrast,
Robert Poole suggests that the calendar was more important than the clock
in England. Yet he also points out that time ‘in the form of clocks and
pocket-watches, [was] ever more widely owned.”?® Because Roche’s account
stresses the importance of personal timepieces, he misses other key
indicators of how Ménétra and his contemporaries may have apprehended
time. Time could be told in a number ot ways, such as by bells or sundials,
or discerned from the sound of traffic or the height of the sun.

Furthermore, evidence for the a more widespread use of watches and clocks

can be found elsewhere.

The importance of timekeeping 1s difficult to measure with any certainty,
although material culture and textual references can provide some important
indication. The prevalence of timepieces might be one clue, but is difficult
to detect the level of their distribution. By around 1700 watches begin to
appear 1n Paris inventories. It seems certain that they spread rapidly duting
the century, especially in urban households and were soon to be an expected
item.’? Watches were mentioned in nearly all the Parisian clerical inventories

examined by Annik Pardailhé-Galabrun, while decorative clocks figured

and Work in Eighteenth-Century Londor’, The Journal of Economic History, 58 (1998), pp.
29-58.

28 Alfred W. Crosby, The Measure of Reality: Quantification and Western Soceety, 1250-1600
(Cambridge, 1997); Stuart Sherman, Teling Time: Clocks, Diares, and the English Dinrnal
torm, 1660-1785 (Chicago, 19906), pp. 1-9. The quotation 1s taken from p. 1.

29 Robert Poole, “‘Give Us Our Eleven Days!”: Calendar Reform in Eighteenth-
Century England’, Past and Present, 159 (1995), pp. 95-139. The quotation 1s from p. 95.

3 Jan de Vres, ‘Peasant Demand Patterns and Economic Development: Friesland
1550-1750°, 1n Euxropean Peasants and their Markets: Essays in Agrarian Economic History,
William N. Parker and Eric L. Jones, eds. (Princeton, 1975), pp. 205-68, esp. p. 221-2.
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strongly in merchants’ from as eatly as the 1710s. For example, L. Gilles
Curé, a marchand limonadier, possessed a clock with both second and hour
hands, and an enamel dial. At the time of his death 1n 1751, the merchant
also owned a more personal form of time in the form of a silver pocket
watch. As a yardstick to their place 1n material culture, musical instruments
were rare. Clocks, although more likely to be made of wood and with a
leather dial, were also found in more modest households from the beginning
of the century.3! Before the Revolution, 70% of setvants, according to this
index, possessed a watch. 32% of non-domestic employees owned one.3?

Knowledge of time was accessible to most, if not all, and was, indeed,
becoming a matter of great importance and necessity for many. Even
cookery manuals, which at the start of the century did not provide
suggested cooking times, did so by the start ot the Revolution. Clocks were
now to be found in kitchens.3> As well as a febrile imagination, Ménétra, the
diarist of /les petites gens, possessed a pocket watch. Mercier, surveying the

‘new Paris’, saw watches everywhere:

Une montre est moins aujourd’hut un objet de parure qu’un régulateur de
commerce. Pour un peuple d’argent, l’aiguille a secondes est le telégraphe de
la Bourse. S’y a la manie de la musique, la manie de la danse, 1l y a ausst la

manie des montres.

[A watch is less today an object of fashion than a regulator of commerce.

For a people of money, the second hand is the telegraph of the Bourse. If

31 Pardailhé-Galabrun, Ia naissance de l'intime, pp. 144, 149, 154, 150.

2 Laurence Fontaine, trans. Vicki Whittiker, History of Pedlars in Europe (Oxtord,
1996), p. 193.

33 Jean-Louis Flandrin and Philip et Mary Hyman, eds., Le cuzsinzer frangais (Panis, 1983);
Annik Pardailhé-Galabrun, [a nazssance de lintime. 3000 foyers parisiens XV 1le-X 1V '1lle stecles
(Paris, 1988), p. 390.



1. DOING TIME 25

there is a craze for music, a craze for dance, then there 1s also a craze for

watches.]?*

Clocks and watches were reasonably common by the Revolution in the
town. By the Year IV, the Jury au nouveau systéme horaire considered horology
to be ‘un art également utile a la société & au commerce’ and public clocks
to be ‘[les] machines les plus importantes a 'usage de tous les citoyens.> In
1811 a keen clock-maker from Besancon proposed a design tor public
clocks which could be installed throughout all the wvillages of France.

Although the clocks would show the time very roughly, they would be cheap

and ot great general use.’

The meaning of such timepieces needs to be delineated. Pardailhé-
Galabrun stresses the importance of pride and status, which could be
gained from the sporting of a watch fob in a wotld where ‘la notion de
temps est encore assez approximative” As well as their relationship with
fashion and display, their presence brought a more scientific, regulated, and
precise awareness of time into the world of the everyday and on to the
streets of Paris.3’” Such time awareness also hints at the importance of
longer-term temporality as organised by calendars. Their large numbers and
the impression Mercier gives, suggest that their function was not
unimportant: timepieces combined display and utility. Since they also often
attracted the attention of thieves it is possible to discover details of their use
by using police archives as a source.® One such victim was a stonemason,
Sylvain Jean Maux, who accused a coachman of stealing his pocket-watch.

He had found the coach in square of the Croix Rouge, and remarked to the

34 Louis Sébastien Mercier, Ie Nouveau Paris (Paris, 1994 edition), p. 1197.

35 Rapport sur les questions relatives au nouvean systeme hovaire (Patis, IV), pp. 4, 42.

36 Antitide Besancon Janvier, Essai sur les Horloges Publigues, pour les Communes de la
Campagne (Paris, 1811).

37 Pardailhe-Galabrun, Ia naissance de Uintime, p. 1061.

38 Thompson, “Time, Work-Discipline and Industrial Capitalism’; p. 69, n. 47.
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driver that it was ‘huit heures du soit’ and that he needed a shot ‘d’eau de
vie’. 'The coachman, the stonemason continued, went drinking with him,
but then stole his watch at some point during the evening with the help of
an accomplice. Although he did not know the name of the manufacturet,
the watch had a silver case and was of modern type, complete with hour
and minute hands and Arabic numerals. The theft was discovered when

Maux later attempted to check the time at another bar in the Rue du

Faubourg Honoré.?

Despite its status as a police report, with all the possible mutations of
fact such a record can give rise to, this document does reveal something of
the everyday use of watches in Parisian society. True, the watch was a
valuable artetact and its thett merited a police report, but it was also used at
a number of points during an evening’s drinking. The watch may have been
used for non-chronological purposes, perhaps as a nervous tick or a
foolhardy display of wealth and status, but the time would have been noted
as well. Consulting one’s watch was clearly not an unusual occurrence,
although enough of a motion to recall doing so in front of the coachman.

Necessary or not, time was common and understood.

Time was not understood in the same manner everywhere and teatured
in social and geographical divisions. In contrast to the high level of watch
ownership and hence time awareness in Paris, ownership outside of the city
and other urban centres was limited to the elite.4® Yet even here portable
sundials were commonplace. Lack of a watch did not necessarily mean lack
of access to time, since public clocks, bells and other time signals were often
available, although the manner in which time was understood differed from

the town. Seconds and minutes held little relevance to the majority. Time

39 A.PP, AA 236, Minutes of the commissaires de Police, Roule, Paris, 22 fructidor, XI (9
September 1803).
4 R. Lick, ‘Les intérteurs domestiques dans la seconde moitié du XVIlIe siecle, d'apres

les inventaires apres deces de Coutances’, Annales de Normandie, 4 (1970), p. 308.
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was less of a personal possession, but public and held in common by the

community.

The most significant division in time-consciousness no doubt lay
between town and country. Mechanical clocks were an uncommon feature
ot rural life when compared to urban environments. Aural time was also
concentrated 1n towns. Spatsely populated areas of the countryside may well
have been beyond the reach of peals, although Corbin has demonstrated the
widespread passion which the French held for their bells.#! Additionally,
Utban environments — and Paris in particular — possessed their own, man-
made thythms, such as tratfic.#? The ttme of the day, Mercier relates, could
also be signified by the congestion of the roads. On the other hand, the
passing of the seasons could be of less importance in the towns, especially
for those who could attord insulation from the vagaries of the weather,
although most could not escape the summer stench and heat and winter
cold. Towns also had their own seasons and migrations of population. For
the rue St. Honoré¢, to take a rather disreputable example, winter was ‘la
période la plus propice au jeu clandestin’ due to the large numbers of
officers billeted in their winter quarters.#®> In contrast to the urban patterns
of work and leisure, the rhythms of the rural year were central to peasants’
concerns. From this arose a vast amount of weather and season folklore
concerning activities and signs for the times of the year.** Measuring the
hourts, in contrast, was less of an issue, although if necessary sundials and
lunar dials could be employed. Janvier, a renowned clockmaker, thought
that accuracy to the nearest five minutes was enough for rural dwellets, as

his scheme to introduce clocks in rural communes reveals:

41 Alain Corbin, 7/lage Bells: Sound and Meaning in the Nineteenth-century French Countryside

(London, 1999).
2 Thommy Catlstein, Don Parkes, and Nigel Thrift, eds., Timing Space and Spacing 1ime

(London, 1978).
43 Francis Freundlich, Le monde de jeu a Paris (1715-1800) (Parts, 1995), p. 78.

4 Arnold Van Gennep, Manuel de Folklore Frangais contemporain (Pans, 1947), vol. 1.
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L’Horloge publique ne doit avoir qu’une seule aiguille, qui fasse deux tours
par jour; cette aiguille marquera les heures et les minutes de cing en cing
minutes, ce qui est suffisant pour 'usage du public; par ce moyen on évitera
la depense et les frottemens qu’entraine une aiguille de minutes. L’Horloge
doit sonner I’heure seulement, tout autre subdivision est inutile pour la

destination de cette machine.

[The public clock only needs a single hand, which makes two rotations each
day; this hand marks the hours and every five minutes, which is sufficient for
use by the public; by these means, one avoids the expense and difficulties
that a minute hand brings with it. The clock will have to sound the hour

only, all other subdivision 1s of no use for this device’s purpose.]*

Henri Lefebvre suggests a distinction between a rural ‘cyclical’ time
metaphot for the seasonal rhythms of agriculture, and a ‘linear’ time in
urban and industrialised environments.*® Such a view 1s perhaps overly
simple. The importance of the calendar within the rural world cannot be
dismissed. Compagnons, tradition and the church ensured that seasonal
festivities marked the passage of the year in both the towns and the country.
Both communities, as well as the large numbers of itinerant traders and
peddlers, met in the market place: these had to be advertised and regulated.
Fishermen and those using inland tides, for example, had need to be
temporally aware, as did those making calculations about the setting of the
moon when hunting. Each village had its own sundial, and clocks were not

unheard of4  Distinctions between urban and rural environments,

» Janvier, Essaz, p. 8.

46 Henn Lefebvre, Critigue de la vie guotidienne (Parts, 1958), pp. 52-0.

47 Fontaine, Pedlars; A.N. F121273 Foires et marchés Year VII-1820.

48 Hélene Monod-Casidy, ‘Un astronome-philosophe, Jérome de Lalande’, in Szudzes on
Voltaire and the Eighteenth Century, Theodore Besterman, ed. (Geneva, 1967), vol. 56,

Transaction of the Second International Congtress on the Enlightenment II, pp. 914-915;
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especially when markets are involved, can only be made with caution. Class
and occupation made for another distinction, perhaps clearer than the
rural/urban divide. The division of the day split the wealthy from the poor
as much as did dress and demeanour. While the rich returned from
socialising, gaming, drinking or dancing, the poor, summoned by market
bells, moved into the city bringing the vast amounts of produce and

supplies necessary for the functioning ot urban society.#

Time keeping was not just entrusted to the hands and dials of pocket
watches, recently developed carriage clocks and more imposing horlgges and
pendules, but was more traditionally displayed by sundials, which were found
on many public buildings, churches, and numerous portable gnomons.
Perhaps most of all, though, time was kept by the sounding of bells.
Tocsins, chimes, carillons and peals of a wide vartety suffused France with
‘aural time’, so much so that, in many cases, some ot the only surviving
records of pre-Revolutionary parishes dealt with the care ot bells.” The
upkeep of these bells was also an economic activity 1n its own right. In
Besancon, the city authority was responsible for the upkeep of church bells,
rather than the Church, which claimed that the upkeep and winding of the
clockwork was too expensive.®l The city authorities recognised the need for
a means of telling common time as the peal of many of these bells was a

form of clock, albeit one without hands and dials.>?

The sound of bells ringing could signify many things to the informed
listener. Different bells, such as the deep toll of the tocsin or the carillon’s

melody, had different meanings, in these examples probably a summons ot

Suzanne Tardieu, Ta Vie domestique dans le Maconnais rural preindustriel’ (Doctorat
d'Université, Université de Paris, 1964), p. 609.

49 Mercier, Nonvean Pares, pp. 151-2.

50 Corbin, 1-Z/lage Bells.

51 A.M. Besangon, DD 176, Horloge Publique, 1682-1784.

52 Indeed, the English word clock is derived from cloche.
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the time of day respectively. Bells tolled the hour, announced services and
their endings (and the end of dominical restrictions), and warned of
calamities. As Enlightened observers never ceased to comment, rural
patishes continued to insist on ringing their bells, at personal danger to the
campanologist, at the sound of thunder to warn the storm away. But bells
were not limited to churches: they also had civic functions. Markets, such as
the Paris pork market, were ordered to install a bell to announce the hours
ot trade.”> Finally, bells brought news of death. In a number of regions the
form of the peal told the age and sex of the deceased. In Bully, in the pays
de Bray, for example, thirteen tolls signified a man’s death, eleven a woman’s,
and seven a childs. In Croisy-sur-Andelle in the Seine-Maritime,
bereavement was signified by two strikes on the bell with a mallet and
tollowed by a final ring. In contrast to the time of the pocket watch, ‘aural
time” was truly common time.>* The passing of the hours must have been a

mental marker in most people’s lives, underlined by the regular sounding of

bells.>>

For those involved in business, time played an important role: an accurate
and common system of time keeping was necessary. It is during this period

that the agenda and date book came into common use. Financial

> AN Y 9498, Ordonnance de police, 22 November 1727.

>+ Dieudonné Dergny, Les Cloches du pays de Bray, avec leurs dates, lenrs noms, lenrs
inscriptions, lenrs amoiries, le nom de leur fondeurs, etc.; le ltout classé lopographiguement et
chronologiguement (Parts & Rouen, 1865).; Stuart Jay Sherman, “Ielling Time: Clocks and
Calendars, Secrecy and Self-Recording in English Drurnal Form, 1660-1795" (D.Phil.
Thests, Columbia University, 1990).

> A ‘new and not uninteresting Scene in the Great Drama of Life’ from the next
century suggests that this reminder may have on occasion been a cacophonous and
unregulated one: ‘On the third morning after their arrival, just as all the clocks in the city
were striking nine individually, and somewhere about nine hundred and ninety-nine

collectively, Sam was taking the air in George Yard’, Charles Dickens, The Posthumons Papers

of the Pickwick Club (London, 1972)., p. 649.
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operations, in particular credit agreements, were based upon calculations of
time: interest accrued by the day. Almanacs, which were produced for all
sections of soctety trom farmers to the army, and clerics to courtiers,
contained a wealth of information. The timetables within them reveal a
surprising degree of chronological accuracy. Coach, canal and river travel
times suggested that the vehicles left at the time 1ndicated ‘on-the-dot’. Mail
times were particularly punctilious. Even officials of the Ancien Regime
had to keep office hours, such as Monsieur de Barentin, the Lord
Chancellor, who held court Sundays from 12 p.m. until 2 p.m. at Versailles
according to the Almanach Nécessaire. More usual jours des audiences were
arranged for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. most days ot the week.”® Regular meal times

were kept by many, as Arthur Young reveals in during a complaint about the

fondness of the French tor midday dinning:

This single circumstance, if adhered to, would be suftficient to destroy any
pursuits, except the most frivolous. Dividing the day exactly in halves
destroys it for any expedition, inquiry, business that demands seven or eight
hours’ attention, uninterrupted by any calls to the table or the toilette]...] I
am obliged to make this observation, because the noon dinners are

customary all over France, except by persons of considerable fashion in

Paris.”’

Soclety and commerce were timetabled. Amongst other social occasions,
the Almanach Nécessaire for 1789 gave listing for bals de /'Opéra on Sunday

nights, costing 6 /Jwres and beginning at midnight>® The Ordonnances et

Sentences de Police du Chatelet de Paris regularly detail the hours ot trade at

56_Almanach Nécessaire, ou Porte-Fentlle de tous les jours, utile a toutes personnes (Paris, 1789).
51 Arthur Young, Travels in France during the years 1787, 1788, 1789 (Cambridge, 1950

edition), Constantia Macur. ed., p. 33. On French mealtimes, see also Corbin, L e femps, le
désir et ['horrenr. Essais sur le dix-nenvieme siécle (Paris, 1990), p. 9.

58 _A/manach INécessarre,
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markets, revealing very eatly starting times.>® The authorities frequently
attempted to control opening times for markets, which, judging by the
ordinances, the traders often flouted by opening eatlier than was allowed by
the rules.®®© Perhaps as a result, the authorities made the markets to some
extent self-regulating; in this way 1t became everyone’s financial interest to

control the opening of markets. Ignoring the market bell became an affront

to the trading community.¢!

Time and its ordering cleatly had social and cultural importance.
Timepieces — watches, clocks and sundials manufactured in a great range of
styles and levels ot complexity — fulfilled a practical function, but their
cultural importance, or symbolism, may be seen on another, more
metaphorical level. The measurement of time was not ideologically neutral
but could make a number of symbolic connections. Primarily, it is a
metaphysical enterprise designed to co-ordinate ‘the earthly organisation of
man's life with the temporal order of the universe.’®? Since the medieval
period, and indeed before, the clock has been a symbolic instrument and
illustrated the regularity, order, and harmony of the world. The Enlightened
mind seized on the physical and mechanical attributes of clockwork and its

representation of order and rationality.®® The calendar represented a

9 AN, Y 9498-9499.

00 Henrt Hauser, Travaillenrs et Marchands dans ' Ancienne France (Parts, 1929).

61 Gerhard Dohrn-van Rossum, History of the Hour: Clocks and Modern Temporal Orders
(Chicago & London, 1996); Mark M. Smuth, Mastered by the Clock: Time, Slavery, and Freedom
in the American Sonth (Chapel Hill & London, 1997); Douglas Freake, “The Semiotics of
Wristwatches, Time & Society, 4 (1995), pp. 67-90.

62 1. 'T. Fraser, Time as Conflict: A Scientific and Humanistic Study (Basel & Stuttgart, 1978),
p. 131.

63 Joset W. Konvitz, The Urban Millennium: The City-Building Process from the Early Middle
Apges to the Present (Carbondale & Edwardsville, 1985), pp. 18-19; Clara Menéres, ‘L'espace
du temps: l'horloge’, Temps Libre, 2 (1981), pp. 9-17; Otto Mayr, Authority, Liberty &
Auntomatic Machinery in Early Modern Eurgpe (Baltimore, 1986), pp. 77, 119.



1. DOING TIME 33

continuum of these temporal metaphorical possibilities. Although the clock
and the calendar measured time on different scales, they were closely linked
in the eighteenth-century mind, and would be in the Revolutionary calendar
reforms Other aspects of time could be a cultural resource. Personal
‘memory maps’, for example, link the events of individuals’ lives with
historical occasions or memorable days in the calendar. Indeed, as Tim
Ingold argues, the very landscape and its cultural associations, are suffused
with temporality. The seasons and agriculture are constant reminders of the
importance and rhythms of time, while memorials, graves and dates placed
on buildings and statues present other stories about time.%4 The time of the
self, of the community, and the nation all have separate tempos and
importance, but also relate to one another. The introduction of the
Republican calendar affected all these levels of identity. A contemporary
noted: “Vous connaisstez CITOYENS, toute I'importance dune bonne
division du tems]...] elle intéresse, méme dans ce qui se fait aujourd'hui, les
genérations a venir & jusque aux peuples étrangers.’®>  Changing the

calendar was a matter of great significance.

An Outline of the Thesis

These general questions regarding the history ot time are approached via
a history of the Republican calendar. Its creation, implementation and
abolition help to provide the structure for the thesis and to reveal the
cultural and political implications of time. The first three chapters examine
the origins and implementation of the calendar and assess its cultural
antecedents, political context, and success. I argue that during the

eighteenth century, scepticism about the existing order of things included a

64 Tim Ingold, “The Temporality of the Landscape, World Archaeology, 25 (1993), pp.
152-72 argues that time and the temporality of the landscape provides a point of contact
between archaeology and anthropology and views time on a variety of levels.

65 A.N. F171355, Letter from Gugoulin, Apt, to the Committee of Public Instruction,
28 thermidor II (15 August 1794).
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challenge to established temporality. Such attacks could be overt, as in a
new civil year proposed by the writer Sylvain Maréchal, but were also
implied in the intellectual attack on existing bases for authority and
developed by new views of society and history.®® The Revolution marked
the dramatic apex of the reconsideration of society and thus the Republican
calendar, created in the radical cultural and political environment of 1793,
encapsulated the reforming verve and instinct towards rational reform.

Initially, the enthusiasm and excesses of the Jacobin regime engendered
keen observance in some quarters, as well as cultural ‘spin-otts’, such as the

adoption of Republican months and days tor children’s names.%”

Chapter 3 describes the initial consequences of the calendar. The
cultural impact of the calendar during the Year II was limited but not
inconsequential. Attempts were made to alter clocks and watches to the
new time and the calendar provided material for propagandistic plays and
ballets, but apart from government officials and perhaps the mote insidious
pressure of local surveillance committees, obsetrvance of the calendar was
not generally compulsory and seems to have been ignored by many. A
number of police reports during the Year II suggested that it was imposed
in some areas, especially where religion was strongly equated with the
counter-revolution. Its impact on the organisation of local administration
and amongst Jacobins should also not be underestimated. Following 9
thermidor, the calendar seems to have fallen into widespread disuse, even
amongst officials, but the relationship between the Revolution and time

remained uncertain.®® The calendar also took on a greater range of cultural

66 Norman Hampson, A Cultural History of the Enlightenment (New York, 1968), p. 232.
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Companion to the French Revolution (London & New York, 1988), pp. 250-51; jean Donat,
‘Une application du calendrier républicain aux inscriptions a létat-civil’, Meémorrs ae
[académie des sciences, inscriptions et velle-lettres cfe Toulouse, 11, 20d sertes (1933), pp. 83-107.
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1. DOING TIME 35

meanings. For many, the calendar had been tarnished as an instrument of
terroristes. It was allowed to fall into disuse, insofar as it was already
employed. It 1s also interesting to note that it was not revoked; perhaps this
is evidence of either its lack of importance, or its continued congruence
with the ideals of the regime. By the Year VI the calendar had clear political
assoctations that in part explain its attempted revivification by the Directory,
which 1s described 1n chapter 4. The creation of Republican festivals, the
attempts by the Directory to enforce the décad; as a day of rest, and the
reorganisation of fairs and markets were three of the calendar’s most

important consequences and have consequently been examined more closely

in three separate chapters.

To place the calendar and the issues it raised in some form of
contemporary context, questions about the uses and ordering of time in late
eighteenth-century society are considered throughout the text. One such
question 1s that ot the time of the workplace. Besancon was also the site of
the horlogerie nationale, which was established 1n 1793, and the manufacture is
an important source tor understanding the impact of the new calendar on
the clock and watch trade. The manufacture also provides an opportunity
for a discussion of the impact of work discipline. The creation of stricter
selt-discipline, through the internalisation of time signals, undoubtedly took
place during the Revolutionary period, especially as a result ot the war’s
demand for goods and experience of the rigours of military life and
routine.®” Yet such a process of self-disciplining by no means dominated

the experience of everyday life. As David Garrioch describes, despite a lack

de la Gironde, 5 (1912), pp. 277-78; A.D. Loire-Atlantique, L. 99. Bo, Representant du
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of leisure time, slack and busy periods, in the Paris trades at least, ‘allowed
time for a drink and a chat either 1n the wotkshop or nearby’0

Furthermore, the chaos and disorder that was often such a feature of the
Revolutionary period 1in many cases offered a loosening of the constraints

of discipline and routine.

Public order and social harmony were, however, key elements of the
ideal of the new Republic. Such concerns tind a parallel 1n the work of
historians such as Robert Muchembled.”? As such, the introduction of the
décads as a day of rest 1s compared to the place of Sunday in society. Indeed,
the Republican authorities found themselves 1n a similar position to the
religious police of the Ancien Regime in attempting to force compliance
with public morality. Chapter 6 ("“Work time’) examines this continuity and
stresses the importance ot time for policing and the legislation ot markets.
Insights borrowed from cultural anthropology into the political and social
meantings of local culture have also been vital, in particular for the politics
involved in social events such as festivals and markets. Chapter 7 examines
Napoleon’s relationship with the calendar and also draws attention to the

political messages suggested by the use ot time.

Following on from this discussion, the broader implications of the
Revolutionary period are examined. The calendar’s significance for the
creation of a sense of a nation are considered, together with the period’s
connections with historical thought. The calendar has rightly been seized

upon as an example of the possible excesses of the Revolution and political

W Garrioch, Nezghbourhood, p. 170.
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naivety, but close inspection also reveals the extent to which the Revolution
engaged with all aspects of culture and society, not just in Patis, but

throughout the new nation.
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CHAPTER 2

GERMINAL: POLITICS AND THE CREATION OF THE

REPUBLICAN CALENDAR

pproptiately enough, the history of the Republican calendar

begins with a confusion about dates. After the abolition of the

monatchy, the Convention declared on 22 September 1792 that
hencetorth all actes publics would be dated from ’an I de la République’. As
the coming New Year would increase the confusion, the Assembly issued 2
dectee on the 20 December 1792 in the hope that an expedient and simple
solution would be quickly found by the Committee of Public Instruction. It
was to present a report on ‘les avantages que droit procurer a la France
’accord de son ere républicaine avec I’ere vulgaire’ as soon as was possible.

Dissatistaction with and rejecttion of the current calendar was a
consequence of the culture of reform, regeneration, and the radicalism of
the period. Within the context ot an increasingly radicalised and reformed
Republic, changing the calendar made ideological sense, especially as the old,
Gregorian calendar was arguably compromised by its association with the
Ancien Regime. The new calendar would, like the decimal system of
weights and measures, be shorn of old irrationalities. The origins of the
new calendar also lie in the decisions taken by its main progenitor, Chatles
Gilbert Romme. His ‘motivation complexe’ (to borrow Geotges Letebvre’s
phrase), a mixture of personality, pedagogical concern, interest in
Enlightenment thought, and an increasing Republican zeal helped to

generate a thoroughly Republican and rational calendar.! The reform also

1 Alessandro Galante Garrone, trans. Anne & Claude Manceron, Gilbert Romme:

Histoire d'un révolutionnaire (1750-1795) (Panis, 1971), p. 8.
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reveals the Revolutionaries’ understanding of the political and the
propaganda possibilittes of a new calendar. Yet the roots of such change
predate the Revolution. The calendar represented a continuation of
Enlightenment interest in the scientific mapping and ordering of both
soctety and the natural world. Precedents for reform also existed, in

particular in 2 number of contemporary almanacs

Sylvain Maréchal and the Almanach des Honnétes-gens: a calendar

before its time?

The dangers of dabbling with the calendar had been demonstrated nearly
six years earlier. On 9 January 1788, the writer and bookseller Sylvain
Maréchal was sentenced and imprisoned by the Paris parkement for the
publication of a work condemned as impious and blasphemous: his
Almanach des Honnétes-gens. The son of a Paris wine-merchant, Maréchal had
trained as a lawyer, but never practised and had instead looked for a career
within the ‘Republic of Letters’, becoming a bookseller and avowedly
atheistic author.? As a start to his literary career, Maréchal dabbled in erotic
poetry betore turning his attentions to anti-religious propaganda. In 1784 he
had published a parody of the Bible, his Lsvre échappé an Déluge (1784) and
remained convinced of his atheistic beliets, publishing his Dictionnaire des
athees anciens et modernes in 1800. At the age of thirty-eight he published the
Almanach that was to lead to three months’ imprisonment and exile. This
work was a calendar printed in double-page quarto format, in which the
days of the year recorded the births and deaths of great men of literature,
philosophy, art and science. It contained many features that would resurtace
in the Republican calendar, in particular the structure of the year

Maréchal’s almanac was published ‘pour la présente Année’ which, the

2 Jones, Companion, p. 370; Maurice Dommanget, ‘Sylvain Marechal, Precurseur du
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August 1750, Paris, d. 18 January 1803, Montrouge).
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Almanach declared, was TAn premier du regne de la Raison’.3 In his
scheme, the year began in March and the months were subdivided into three
‘décades’ of ten days. Cleatly, Maréchal was convinced of the benefits of
decimalisation. The remaining five days were ordained for festivals called
‘épagomenes’. These harked back to the calendar of ancient Egypt and
classical Greece and were dedicated to moral themes, such as the proposed
Eéte de 'Amour on 31 March and the Féte de la Reconnaissance on 31 August.

Maréchal also provided alternative or Roman names for the twelve months:
Princeps, Alter, ler, Quartile, Quintile, Sextile, Septembre, Octobre, Novembre,

Deécembre, Undécermbre, Duodécembre.

He suggested that this new formulation of the calendar could be
consulted by the ‘le Catholique et le Protestant, le Luthérien et ’Anglican, le
Chretien et le Mahomeétan, I'Idolatre et 'Hébraisan.” Such a suggestion was
provocative, even blasphemous, especially when the rest ot the calendar is
considered. = Maréchal’s publication was clearly an attack on the
commemoration of saints whose days were replaced by humanist heroes.
One date remained empty: the 15 August, which, rather than some prescient
homage to Napoleon, was Maréchal’s own birthday, while Christ and
Newton shared the 25 December as their common anniversaire. Mote
respectfully, perhaps, Maréchal’s father was also included in the calendar.
Nonetheless, Maréchal was premature in declaring the age of reason to have
begun, at least in his own case. The almanac was not seen or intended as
just a work of whimsy, or a piece of entertainment, but was taken as an
attack on the Catholic religion and was denounced as such to the pariement ae

Paris.4 His reputation as an atheist ensured that the case was prosecuted.

Louis Antoine Séguire, avocat du roz, prosecutor of the Encyclopéaze 1n 1759
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