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Five Bagatelles for string quartet

This set of five bagatelles is unified by a common motif, set 4-9 [0167],
consisting of a symmetrical pair of semitones and tritones. Besides
exploring extended techniques, the first and the last movements

are partly inspired by Chinese folk music, with the last movement
exploring heterophonic texture by ornamenting the same melodic line
differently by two pairs of instruments. The second and the fourth
movements are slow chorale-like movements, in which two pairs of
intervals interlock with each other. In between the two is a scherzo that
provides a contrast to the chorale movements.
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