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Impermanence
for chamber choir (SSAATTBB)
Approx. duration: 15 mins

Impermanence consists of three movements written for chamber choir, with
text from both Buddhist and Christian origins. The first movement was performed by
the 24 in Feb 2011. The second and the third movements are later additions to the
series, which | completed in 2013.

In the first movement ‘lvit, ivit’, the texts are taken from the Heart Sutra, a
Buddhist text, and ‘In Paradisum’ from Catholic liturgy, as they show some
interesting parallels about the search for the meaning of life. The second movement,
‘Village Song’, is like a secular response to the first movement. The movement begins
with onomatopoeic syllables that mimic the sound of percussion instruments,
followed by a haiku by Japanese poet Matsuo Basho. The haiku vividly depicts a frog
who jumps in the pond and breaks the silence, which in a way reflects the
immediacy of life. The texts of the third movement, ‘Impermanence’, are verses
quoted from ‘Story of the Faithful Mother Deer’ and ‘Sutra of King Surupa’. The
verses talk about how impermanent life is, that everything may change over time
just as morning dew vanishes into vapour. It is set in Cantonese, as the verses were
made popular by a Hong Kong novelist, Louis Cha.



lvit, Ivit

(sing in Latin) (English translation)

Ivit, ivit, transivit, Gone, gone, gone beyond,

totum transivit, altogether beyond,

llluminatio tum sit. then it is the shore of awakening,

fulfilled.

. . 1
(Heart Sutra, Latin translation) (Heart Sutra, English translation)2

In paradisum deducant te Angeli. May angels lead you into paradise.

. . 3
(‘In paradisum’, from Missale Romanum)

Village Song

Furuike ya The old pond
Kawazu tobikomu a frog jumps in
Mizu no oto water's sound

! Quoted from ‘Shorter Heart Sutra’, Wikisource
<http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Shorter_Heart_Sutra_%28Wikisource%29>) [accessed 25 September
2013]

? Quoted from ‘Heart Sutra’, Heart of the Buddha
<http://heartofthebuddha.wordpress.com/sutras/heart-sutra/>

3 Catholic Church, Missale romanum. S.l: s.n, 1962.



Impermanence

(sing in Cantonese)

Cantonese romanization [IPA]
—UREg, yat  tsai yan ngoi wui jet  tshei jen o wui
S A mou seung naandak gau mou sce:y nam tek  geu
At % 1, sang sai do wai goey sey sei  tor  wei keey
i e R R &, ming ngai yii sun lou mm pei jy: sen lou
2 g R A, yau ngoi goo sung yau jeu oi ku:  sep jeu
S Qe S (TN yau ngoi goo sung bou jeu oi  ku sepy pou
R B, yeuk lei  yu ngoi dze joerk lei jyr ol tse
1 2 R B mou yau yik mou bou mou jeu jik  mou pou

(English translation)

All love and relationships are impermanent.
Nothing stays and nothing lasts.

We fear about a lot of things in our lives,
and our lives are as fragile as morning dew.
When we desire, we’re worried.

When we’re in love, we fear losing it.

If we detach ourselves from our desire,

we free ourselves from fear and worries.

- adapted from “the Story of the Faithful Mother Deer” (55 JiE RE#E) *
and “the Sutra of King Surupa” (fhsR b €4 F R#%#E) °

(The word “Z”(oi) means love, but in buddhist texts it also means desire, attachment or reliance.
The original poem doesn’t contain any personal pronouns, as it refers to any person in general.)

t R EETRAL . <http://www.suttaworld.org/big5-txt/sutra/kgin/kgin03/182_b.htm> [accessed 25
September 2013]. For complete English translation, see ‘The Story of the Faithful Mother Deer’,
Sacred Texts. <http://www.sacred-texts.com/journals/ia/sfd.htm>

5 e b8 F RI#FL . <http://www.suttaworld.org/big5-txt/sutra/kgin/kgin03/163.htm> [accessed
25 September 2013]. English translation provided by composer.






Impermanence
1. 'Tvit, ivit'

Li Cheong

written in 2011 - 13

r ()

vit.

si

tran

vit,

vit.

si

tran

vit,

poco a poco dim.

mp

=72

Moderato .

C z
. _
| m ; T
i i | -
| jEg | m
g ! 3e% % e g
o ¢ RN ‘ m
1 s © g m o | “
1 - e Q 1
1 ves- o | !
! £3682¢ | '
| S5§%55 i '
Mo |eBEE: | |
1 1
i o I I ! o
e | | | i
|| 1 | | L
o “ |
e > ! ! “
1 1
JI| = i | aEER m
QLS , H ! NP |
Lo i ! g U
L Mo ! VI =
. | o3
YRR ! g
Q
= ) . )
8-> ' 3 g I
EES . = S
T Sl > s o S o
_ i : il
o 3 Q
| TR =] Q S
S Q
T & 8 g
. S
ol QL | § ) ) )
€ | P
= i '
. || | .
! LI
o\ m ! umn -
| 2 I . “ n o
o NI i L 0— | ) ) RS
m wlll uadig
' o
e ) s -
! i lind
V\ —m “ ) [ ——
. 1 - .&“
e [ n L S D ) 1
! L YRS
Vo - _ Nell
] ] m e & [[L]] ]
I T _ )
¢ \ - Il
Q
w \ 4+ 4+
I S JHEARS
] ] S riv ] el ]
S my 0s &
Q > ~¢
Q / ' R el |
] ] Y \\\a\ _ I ] ] ]
T 19— & NeoT =2
o e [atiaMd o o [alia [aliald
SN NG e NG NG NG a a
\ /
%] <€ [ o o



A _ N m _
L = —
. e L
M N = L)
=
o TR BN 2 mm-
W 2 _ n
' b | A g 2 \
TLE
Nl.N - — 4~
b || h ~d N £ S
€ [ ' \
[1877 2 _ _
nm ~t
(Y1l b | 7 \a/ 0E |m|
qm M2 _
Il ﬁ il =2
ﬁ ello _ .
u [
[
Na coNL 8 gl = 0
v 2
AD\\\ ﬁ.P\\ ' T =
(A8 |
i
LAl ML g = £y
o [ [~ ]
. ﬁ NLE ] S
allle ML I mu
[ \
e uwm\ =2
AV: ﬁ.}\ . \ Y
M| =2
« -
\El NI - 1 >
L (
. P/.\\\ = —_
% .V\\ = —
Il _ g
N2 o N8 Jox N B
© < -

\

NN
€
Y 2 N,
] LN
o7
o L £
9|5 M 2 ikl
NOLL| — ~y
iy
L o
~t k=) ]
A g
A L o '
CHIN \ NN i -
1 =
L © '
\| [
- ]
IR .
' | , ™ 2
g L
o 2 ' .
BN
ol —
i a0 TN E \
€ Ml ,
[1&r 2 .
BcRP St
ﬁ (YN | b | TN €
o ! ]
L YR =)
Hy = .
, 1
B A R E
o [N 2
AP} [ [4[1] T = ]
[ &2 _ AN
»
L nlld | T 0 =
/ 7 iy
Ll 2 |
Aa}\ L Al Y &
[ NHE |
~» .
Lol il IR - 0
A ® uwm\ 2 €
Ayi L NIl TN 2
[ . d
)
L ol QL ) m o
( ) | 2
o NEle NG NE o NE
RN o & s

vit.



31

|
...W
=
o! 7 0 S o! o!
NS
E=S
| S
| | I N, o o!
N | —_
~e [
k=
N o - o! gl >
AP W_ '
Wil o+ o z !
el s o S 0
. A _
...W '
) 0 - 0
ol —
1 . N
1) £
0 > ~
' ATTTS| —
) — ~y o QL 7
(i
o
g oS
T a2
Q| R 7 o5 £ )
NE e O e o TNGe= N
\
(%] < [l

Vitz

\

solo mf

38
)

|\ I
]
g ] m m m m m M m M ]
A L LA LA _
| QNS w9 S & WS
m ~y ~y ~y ~y
EEEE| =)
] v v
' T Anan) \-W hunn i
i
]
m o
| 2 TRl 3 ) xo o o
' o ©
LN f
| 1N m
, ]
By s
o
0|l 5 S | ) 0 o o
EE3 w L \III
W e
il 1 1
alll & ) ‘2 o o
NS
=3
~y
_ _ Sl 282 &l =&
A ML LA
1 m,-v.--m@-mw-o gl s &
i £ 0 o| S o ll Te.- o 0
ol o ¢ ¢ ||| 5 ‘NU ¢ )
L
' e
ol — ) L) o q 0 o 0
ey | _
NG NG N NG N N N N
%) <C [ o

Om—[m]




4

Ul e
o uM <
3
QL = ~
& ]
AT o
=3 \
ull < ) o
N (111
e
Al m ' ]
| 3 ) o
j¥]
(10 [a)
LYY —_
£ a _ -
0SS E &l 28l E b
£ N | T |
S alllel EN [ i A
= HEL O £ dll € £
@] & umn o & (@]
1
n n
) h || i
) €
N 32
n il
m, N 5 o
) @ umn bl |n||| ™
_ NS
5,
©
M|
n
' | £
|O ey
o N 0 o
7.1
|
e, AHA
775\\
1
%\ | 1HE0 ,
™ AL
T\} S 0 o
[ YRR
\ 1
all|l & . q o
~ NE NE O I NG N oy
SN < < s <
n < —

=170

poco a poco accel. - - - J

\

M 1
= g
Hal
SIS : _ﬁJ. @ ™
| | [12) s
Y 3 . R TN &
1 . B P =
I all > e N e m, )
' — ™| — e
s el ] _ TN ST
™ e
0 -
E I TN N, T = e
3 Il ¥ 3
1 1
NI m = TR Q
kh\" Mub
. . c
N = o <
uu_mur m..c ﬁ-h.ﬂ\ m
R0 YR
] I
ol ﬁ o 0 o 0
_\ ol '
o \
o 8]
h S
(CHEN )Ml T
. o K
Biil &
| O
o ] i
ﬁ“# c
Wl < N, 0 o 0
Rinils
® -
Lall] S [
o
|l 3 1w 0 i
N 2lllzxll)E &f =8 =
i = A puin m> = > N £ >
MY I. P y OP o P ] o P
e &
a
IR TN [
& | |8
D NP N N d N d o
\
wv o

to -

vit,

tran - si -

i - vit,

I - vit,



IV I]
To
he
vit.

7
vit.

To
O

P&

vit.
si

vit.

vit.
si

e

vit.
r i

L

to -ftum tran - si - vit.

b e
e
si
Inr 1
tran
Ir i

si

si
tran
vit,

7O

si
heg @ @&
be

si

D

tran
vit,
be
tran

tran
Y
vit,

e~
tran
D~
vit
i

T

N
&

ho
vit,

tran

I i

2

vit.
vit,
vit,
si - vit. |

vit.

1299
vit,
tran

to - tum

vit

7o+

IrIe]

o (D@

[ FanWILIT )
V 4N

[ Fan}

[ Fan}

y 4

AN A
[ Fan}

[ Fan}

62
)

D

- vit, To-
tran - si -
1299
vit, To
- vit.
Iy
vit, To

tran - si

vit,
tran - si

*he =

tran - si

P hHhy o & &
be o
tran - si

i - vit,
to -|{tum

| - vit,
i - vit,

tran - si - vit.

| - vit,
vit.
7
vit,
vit,

D

si
si
|

tum

vit.

to

tran

tran
vit.

o ohe @
tran - si
vit,
To - tum
vit,
tran - si -

tum

IPL® ]
vit.
vit.
si
vit,
Iy
vit,
tum

To
tran
To -

vit,

IVioi
si
vit,
tran - si
Vil
|
vit,

i
vit,
vit.

tran - si

si
si
tran - si

pOCo a poco cresc. e accel.
pOCo a poco cresc. e accel.

vit,

I - vit, i - vit,
IV io)
tran
mp
mp
| - vit,
to-tum tran
I - vit, i - vit,

PO

tran

vit.
vit,_|
vit.

tum
M
* e &

o5y o & &

tran - si

ASd
[
r i

be
-tum tran - si

-tum tran - si

tum
- vit,

—

o (D)
1

[ Fan NI
P,

ANDY4

2 1H)

[ Fan}
y 4

[ Fan}
b A

68
' () i~




¢ C Gl | Gl
; = = LI
RULINEN £ 5 Wl 5 R_Rm
. . o] e
( Sl
(@ Vil = @ [YIA I ™
[\l ol _ﬁ}.
c c
p} m m Q.Tg m A\J.
Ll
Ml < g Ll €1 R
' _ ﬂ.fl _ ﬁ\-
L~
Vil = ol = e
N.F c w A.vd c 118
i 5 Wil & - WTE N
il g Kb s
. _ sl “tn
Vil > @ .Fu @
N.T c c A.v@ c M\-
(YEN =] =] ol s N
o € € € € L
SIS sl 3 R - I
. . ﬁ\\.
o o = H
Lwl 2 = o v i)
AN — [T
. N BN
AL T T g ™
' 1 1 tll
| IR
@ 7 EN TN
i . .
1] s 5 "
[ 18! b=} =] AL S B
L~ L~
(il
o m R £ Ul
i iR ot O I
' ] NN M
VE Y 4
! o i N
AT |7 + A B L
A L
SNM e o N DY o o
wv [ o

si To - tran si vit.

tran

| - vit,

| - vit,

vit,

si

tran

vit,

tran si vit.

tum

=72

Tempo primo .

—

79

' () o~ —

' , e = ~e
El.N
ML = ~t
X ' Y =
L~
T o = TN N QL o
-~
HRY =
i i
TN 5
H
w
h | A b b | T o o
€ =
-5 M S
€ .
LW\ 2 [
e e
INRE!
€ HH - ol
AL ‘hm 3 K N o
+H o
o 2 .
N 2 s
H o -
i "
NIHAR. o/l 8 | T g
© .
1A=
© '
R © 3 £
_ Nl < HH S
© H HH _
Nl 19| € L. N S
N E
Nl g
]
. g
AN 9| E Q| T
el = '
El.N
I 2 !
-~ ' K 1
Y =2
] L~
AL 9| = T TN
mi.N 1 ,
COR T =
N = .
o] , ]
A mTy =
AL & ({ = e
&
NO NE N N NEe Ko
(%] < [ o

vit.



A g
T _
|| ¢ Uiy~ I
v CONE S
1 @ W
il gl g T . LIt . .A i
' ﬁﬁ AMN - v. N ..W_
N — h ~y ‘\\Av L ;
E== +Hn/ - Wl -
Y . nﬁ OAaH FF
9| o - TR 7r ~¢ |n i ~y
v [T & || £
o«
B = - 0
J TRl 5 ™ Ly | |
P
N\\\uﬂﬂ + 1y
| m N v €
Ead ﬁ\\\' w
® o
Nl q| E T LT \ | 0]
o MmN , TR
umm * ﬂi\g. .m
P T 0
| gl 8 TR . LTy m- I
ol . _ | g
o TN ,
Rid L .
bl 2 Tl. av iR
_ L
= c
_ - [ty o i 0
M| E e T L] v
| v e UL
o
| ey L : \
il 2| E i _ il |
s
EESS [1]
N = L[la[T M av
=3 . ﬁ\\\' |U M\ m
o«
T - 0
il 1= 8 Yy e ]
~ NG O N NG N e 0
00 \ [T =
«n < =

vit.

i
1
“ -~
i
b3 _ .
i MRS
1
1 ' ]
: q £ 6l - ) a o
o s Ay 7|
1
m ! , N ¥
:
|
N — |
1
! ! o
“ I o D
! . A . U
i - M i ) | 9
LY 3 9]
1
! £ L
i >
_ 3 ~y
1 1L &H’
! % s
, ] \ o il
! o € S 0 )
DN 3| _ _ 9
! o
“ ' N — L VIS
i ! B! .
! _ o -
i N -
| _ i} I
| o U
_ o
_ - TR T o] Y
i y | [ \ 9 o
1
i -~
i Ean IS
“ L“I > Ll-l
i N ol 2
Do S _ :
" T 2
“ X u
_ _ 3 \ T D NA
i g e i) )
o & S : _ 9
|
1 ) \\\. _
| ' Y
i 1
i W\l - ~e
1 . .
“ _ T — JHARES
“ ™M - ] 0 V
: 4 - I sl = e
b et A )
1
_ R e
m R ~e Lu\ S ~t
N E
£ A 4
s _ 3 \ 1 Q ) o nw
£ [1T3 I
S lall S ‘. i o 0
S)
s ol
S | I G )
m ! ~
8 -
' x\\w _
= 0 |
TR 11 ) ) 9! ]
o i & & |
K
DL e N N
N e NG N e &
= - =)
(%] <

vit.

vit.



103

ol ? ol C o C C w o Gl C
o) = |l]lg UN : iil i 9 :
103w . R P A1
> > S
i ST - SR -SIR - - i i 3 R I
_ 1 1 1 1
BN ST & s 3
nh TR = aﬁi\d -
_ L) = (LR
i ﬁiJ. m ' '
I
gl o | 2L
.V\\l_
o BN
' TN S
' ] ] ]
8 —
o! ! ~d |..nww\uw.,
vw\.&, Pﬁ ~e \ | |
ﬁ S B
' o \
o LN — 1
= s L L
Y
1 1 1 1
LM_H\ -
N 1
esl 0 { ) o )
I
1
O\\ ! \_m! .uwn n v 0 v
D\\ — 1
1
A ol — { ) . )
o & & 5
NO N N NG N e N N
%) < [ o

vit.



2. ‘Village Song’

Chunk, chunk
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Improvisation suggestions

Soprano

Improvise with this scale

%

1
o

(ascending with F,
descending with E)

Alto

Improvise with this scale

0

* Soprano 1 repeats this line as a signal to end the improvisation

Ka-wa-zu__ to bi ko mu, Mi - Zzu -no o_'

[With meter]

Suggested ideas:

te- ke ti- ki ta-ka tuku
(consonant sounds only)
pR D A fa D, k- 3 _
y i T T B - S i T | A T <
[ fan) D) I I | Y T D) ? o] P ] [ £ v W ANNANNANN AL | !/ ‘(‘} I
%—%—Mﬁh—i—' D ——— 4
t-k-t-k p-k ch-t

(sprechstimme / approximate pitch)

(ascending with A,
descending with G#)

n h = =
b A ~ ~ ~ ] P A ~ ]
ﬁ# S S " " S—— — S— — 5 f f ! F— ]
) e e e B s S e
k-t-k ch-t-k-d-k-p-k-ch Chang che -de it - de-chay
[Free, without meter]
EE———
tro o~ . (vibrato
‘) é\f !ﬁ!ﬁ!E;ﬁg AN ) e®e N )7\( )
)’ A r r & r ) r
G ‘ G ‘
) )
Hey
[With meter]
) p—— H < \
Suggested ideas: ] 2o
n . n AN il £ ¥ o A
D) 4 D) I N ~—
(any syllables | pseudo-words)
(roll)

M E | p o T N Iy |
D) ) |4 s
te- ke ti- ki ta-ka tuku

0 N = - ~ — 0 —
e g g TR N ke g A I —— |
A R PR N N 9 4 LAY P 9 L D VA 37 W B N | o WA ANN AN A3 T Y 1
l(_!_l_!-h-l(-‘_ g‘ ¥ T \Y} 1
t-k-t-k p-k ch-t
(sprechstimme / approximate pitch)
) | ] p—
p’ A 7 7 7 ] p’ A T T T T T n ]
ﬂ 3 ~ [ 2 ] ¥ 4 | | | ol | I ]
I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ] ] < < I ]
\UV T K \UV = oL 1
>
k-t-k ch-t-k-d-k-p-k-ch Chang che-de it - de-chay
[Free, without meter]
tr ————— (vibrato)
9 A\' [ [ T T — X 9

) -




15

* Soprano 1 repeats this line as a signal to end the improvisation

Jal

;!ND

Eal
i
4

r ] AP & T Rg
i —7— S

(

Tenor

Ka-wa-zu__ to bi ko mu Mi - zZu -no o'

s

Improvise with this scale

5
s

(ascending with C,
descending with B)

[With meter]

el e

Suggested ideas:

(any syllables | pseudo-words)

<

il

< <
<7 </
7 7

te- ke ti- ki ta-ka tu-ku

9 T I A ]

o s s o 7 i

iﬁ'—bbﬁ |4
t-k-t-k p-k ch-t

(sprechstimme / approximate pitch)

) ) = |
) A 7~ ~ 7~ - ] ) A rS2 T ]
ﬁ# r < | o f f } T < |
=
¥
k-t-k ch-t-k-d-k-p-k-ch Chang che -de it - de-chay

[Free, without meter]

E———
R e (vibrato)
) g 9 e e D P—
G =—est Ayt eer"
a3 ; . () = e
‘.9) ﬁ) Hey

Bass

Improvise with this scale

(ascending with G#,
descending with A)

[With meter]

G

B S E— A ——
(any syllables | pseudo-words)

“E AV A DI .
GuE ittt e ﬁ%@:ﬁﬁzﬂ 1 ==

Suggested ideas:

(roll)
o g > .
g E i T a va 1) \"4 P ]
1 Iy —= 1

ti- ki ta-ka tu-ku

te- ke

(consonant sounds only)

-1 X
$): e ——r <]
Z N I . 14 1 ]
— Y !
t-k-t-k p-k ch-t

(sprechstimme / approximate pitch)

>

) I Y I 8 f I |
g e e
) 1

14 1
k-t-k ch-t-k-d-k-p-k-ch Chang che-de it - de-chay
[Free, without meter]
E— .
- e m (vibrato)
7 S 7 i |
i |

Hey
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Soprano

Soprano
Alto
Alto
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