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Responses 

Singing in a call-and-response style is common in Chinese folk songs.  

People in villages gather and sing together as a way to appeal for love or 

compete with their wits. In this piece, two dizi, in the key of D & F 

respectively, play together as if they are rivals. The piece starts with the 

depiction of a tranquil village. Then the villagers join in, singing and 

dancing together in a festive mood.  

對歌 

中國民間素來有對唱山歌的習俗。鄉村裏的人隔著山頭對唱山歌，既

可以傳情達意， 抒發情懷，也可以鬥氣鬥機智。在這首曲中，兩支

不同調的笛子作二重奏，時而一唱一和，時而針鋒相對。曲子一開始

描述寧願美好的鄉村環境，之後村民聚首一堂唱和，喜慶熱鬧。 

 

  



Instrumentation 
(Score in C) 

 

Dizi 1 (Bangdi, in the key of F)     transverse flute with the C5 as the lowest note (middle C = C4) 
         (sounding an octave higher than notated) 

Dizi 2 (Qudi, in the key of D)   transverse flute with the A4 as the lowest note 
         (sounding an octave higher than notated) 

Sheng (soprano 36-pipe Sheng, chromatic)  mouth&organ&(a&free.reed&instrument&with&vertical&pipes&above&a&vessel)&

YangQin      hammered dulcimer 

Guzheng (also known as Zheng)   21-string zither 

Pipa      pear-shaped plucked lute, with the four strings tuned as A3, E3, D3, A2 
      (The strings are labeled as I – IV from the highest to the lowest) 

ZhongRuan round-shaped plucked lute, with the four strings tuned as D4, G3, D3, G2 
(It is usually notated in treble clef (octave lower) in modern notation.  
The strings are labeled as I – IV from the highest to the lowest) 

Percussion:  

    Glockenspiel, Triangle, Bangu    bangu – a small-frame drum 

Erhu      bowed-string instrument (higher register), with the two strings tuned as A4 and D4 

      (The strings are labeled as I – II from the highest to the lowest) 

Zhonghu       bowed-string instrument (middle register), with the two strings tuned as D4 and G3 

      (The strings are labeled as I – II from the highest to the lowest) 
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Performance Directions 
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