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Impermanence!

for$chamber$choir$(SSAATTBB)$

Approx.$duration:$15$mins!

Impermanence( consists( of( three(movements(written( for( chamber( choir,(with(
text(from(both(Buddhist(and(Christian(origins.(The(first(movement(was(performed(by(
the$24( in(Feb(2011.(The(second(and(the(third(movements(are(later(additions(to(the(
series,(which(I(completed(in(2013.((

In( the( first(movement( ‘Ivit,( ivit’,( the( texts( are( taken( from( the(Heart( Sutra,( a(
Buddhist( text,( and( ‘In( Paradisum’( from( Catholic( liturgy,( as( they( show( some(
interesting(parallels(about(the(search(for(the(meaning(of(life.(The(second(movement,(
‘Village(Song’,(is(like(a(secular(response(to(the(first(movement.(The(movement(begins(
with( onomatopoeic( syllables( that( mimic( the( sound( of( percussion( instruments,(
followed(by(a(haiku(by(Japanese(poet(Matsuo(Basho.(The(haiku(vividly(depicts(a(frog(
who( jumps( in( the( pond( and( breaks( the( silence,( which( in( a( way( reflects( the(
immediacy( of( life.( The( texts( of( the( third( movement,( ‘Impermanence’,( are( verses(
quoted( from( ‘Story( of( the( Faithful( Mother( Deer’( and( ‘Sutra( of( King( Surupa’.( The(
verses( talk( about( how( impermanent( life( is,( that( everything(may( change( over( time(
just(as(morning(dew(vanishes(into(vapour.(It(is(set(in(Cantonese,(as(the(verses(were(
made(popular(by(a(Hong(Kong(novelist,(Louis(Cha.((



Ivit,!Ivit!

(sing(in(Latin)( (English(translation)(

Ivit, ivit, transivit,  
totum transivit,  
Illuminatio tum sit.  
 
(Heart(Sutra,(Latin(translation)1  

Gone,(gone,(gone(beyond,((
altogether(beyond,((
then(it(is(the(shore(of(awakening,(
fulfilled.((
(Heart(Sutra,(English(translation)2(

In paradisum deducant te Angeli. 

(‘In(paradisum’,(from$Missale$Romanum)3(

(

Village!Song!
(

Furuike ya 
Kawazu tobikomu 
Mizu no oto$

May(angels(lead(you(into(paradise.(

(

(

(

 
The old pond 
a frog jumps in 
water's sound 
(

(
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1(Quoted(from(‘Shorter(Heart(Sutra’,(Wikisource(
<http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Shorter_Heart_Sutra_%28Wikisource%29>)([accessed(25(September(
2013](

2(Quoted(from(‘Heart(Sutra’,(Heart$of$the$Buddha(
<http://heartofthebuddha.wordpress.com/sutras/heart?sutra/>(

3(Catholic(Church,(Missale$romanum.(S.l:(s.n,(1962.(



Impermanence!
(sing(in(Cantonese)(

( Cantonese(romanization( [IPA]((

一 切 恩 愛 會#   yat tsai  yan  ngoi  wui jɐt tsʰɐi jɐn ɔi wuːi 
� �   � �� mou  seung  naan dak  gau mou sœːŋ nɑːn tɐk gɐu 
� � 	 � �#  sang sai  do  wai  goey sɐŋ sɐi tɔː wɐi   kœy 
� � � � !� ming  ngai  yü  sun  lou mɪŋ   ŋɐi   jyː   sɐn   lou 
� � � � �#  yau  ngoi  goo  sung  yau jɐu  ɔi  kuː  sɐŋ  jɐu 
� � � � � yau  ngoi  goo  sung  bou jɐu  ɔi  kuː  sɐŋ  pou 
� � � � �#  yeuk  lei  yu  ngoi  dze jœːk  lei  jyː  ɔi  tsɛː 
� � � � � mou  yau  yik  mou  bou mou  jɐu  jɪk  mou  pou 
 

(English(translation)(

All$love$and$relationships$are$impermanent.$$$
Nothing$stays$and$nothing$lasts.$$$
We$fear$about$a$lot$of$things$in$our$lives,$$
and$our$lives$are$as$fragile$as$morning$dew.$$$
When$we$desire,$we’re$worried.$$
When$we’re$in$love,$we$fear$losing$it.$$
If$we$detach$ourselves$from$our$desire,$$
we$free$ourselves$from$fear$and$worries.$$$

(

M$adapted$from$“the$Story$of$the$Faithful$Mother$Deer”$(��"��)(4(
and$“the$Sutra$of$King$Surupa”((��
�����)$5$

(

(The(word(“�”(oi)(means(love,(but(in(buddhist(texts(it(also(means(desire,(attachment(or(reliance.((
The(original(poem(doesn’t(contain(any(personal(pronouns,(as(it(refers(to(any(person(in(general.)(

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4(‘�����’.(<http://www.suttaworld.org/big5?txt/sutra/kgin/kgin03/182_b.htm>([accessed(25(
September(2013].(For(complete(English(translation,(see(‘The(Story(of(the(Faithful(Mother(Deer’,$
Sacred$Texts.$<http://www.sacred?texts.com/journals/ia/sfd.htm>(

5!‘��
�����’.(<http://www.suttaworld.org/big5?txt/sutra/kgin/kgin03/163.htm>([accessed(
25(September(2013].(English(translation(provided(by(composer.(
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