
for flute, oboe, clarinet, percussion, piano, keyboard and string quintet

Benjamin Gait (Autumn 2010)

III c. 3'30”

II c. 1'30”                  IV c. 1'30”

 I c. 3'          V c. 3'

total duration c. 13’ (with gaps)

Five acts
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Full Instrumentation (11 players)

Flute (doubling Piccolo and Alto Flute)

Oboe (doubling Cor Anglais)

Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass Clarinet in Bb)

Percussion (1 player)*: Bass Drum, Crotales, Glockenspiel, Vibraphone

Piano* pianist requires two wire brushes

Keyboard* any sustaining, quiet keyboard instrument: could be a Chamber Organ, Electric Organ,

Hammond Organ, Harmonium, etc. dynamic is pianissimo throughout. (tacet in movements II and IV)

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

'Cello

Double Bass

*in order to serve the dramatic purposes of the piece, these three players should ideally wear plain

white masks over their faces.

Instrumental groups should be seated together: ideally, the string quintet at the front, the woodwind

trio behind them in a row, and the three masked musicians spread at the back.

The conductor should try and avoid cueing the masked musicians throughout the piece.

Score in C

Piccolo sounds an octave higher

Crotales and Glockenspiel sound two octaves higher

Double Bass sounds an octave lower

This piece, as implied by the title, sets out to be a purely musical drama. The stage layout helps to

define this: the woodwind trio in the middle are the protagonists, the masked trio of percussion, piano

and keyboard at the back the antagonists, and the string quintet at the front serve as a chorus. In the

first movement, two key ideas are explored: a chord sequence around the middle register, pronounced

four times by the bass drum, and a simple melodic idea first expressed in the bass clarinet. The next

three movements explore further derivations of this material in more dramatic fashion, before the fifth

movement returns back to the bare bones, almost desolate. The five acts attempt to set out the

dramatic structure of Freytag’s pyramid: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, dénouement.
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tempo rubato*

3:23:2
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.
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∑

tempo rubato*

3:2
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.

>

*play freely, avoiding co-ordination with other players or the conductor

when the pause is reached, wait for the conductor to cue the next bar

tempo rubato*

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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.
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∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑

*

?

∑ ∑ ∑

*ad. lib. wire brushes: no brushing,

just beating. avoid the lowest section

of the piano. mimic the rhythmic but

irregular pizzicato of the strings.
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to Flute
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medium beater, skin

dampened with other hand
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