






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ed D Interviews - Elmhirst School- 12 July 2001 

Welcome to this session of conversations about your life and 
the way you learn. 

Are you comfortable? Is there anything you would like to 
change? 

For the record would you tell me your name, age and which 
community you live in. 

What does your father do for a living? 

How many live at your home? 

How many brothers do you have? Are any older than you? 
5 mins. 

Tell me about your home life. 

Tell me about your neighbourhood and what you and your 
mates do. 

Tell me about what part school plays in your life. 



Is there anything else you would like to ask or to tell me? 

How do I contact you father to arrange a chat? 

Thankyou for participating in this talk. I hope we will meet 
again. Thankyou and good luck. 

Second Interviews - Individuals. 

Who do you talk to? 

What do you talk about? 



Appendix 5 

This is a list of questions which formed the basis of semi-structured 
interviews with fathers. 



Questions for Fathers - Elmbirst scbool July 2001 
Welcome to this session of conversations about your life and your 
learning. 

F or the record would you tell me your name, age and which community 
you live in. This will be kept completely confidential. 

What did your father do for a living? 
What did you learn from him? 
Tell me about your school life. 
Which school did you attend? When did you leave? 
What qualifications did you gain? Have you gained any 
qualification or followed any course of study since you left school? 

Do you ever go to your son's school? 

What do you think about teachers? 
What is education for? 

If so why? If not, why not? 

What have been the barriers to your learning? 

Do you have any hobbies or pastimes? 
Do you stillieam useful things? 
Is there anything you would like to learn more about? 

Who have you learned most from? 
Where/Who do you learn from now? 
Do you read books? Newspapers? Do you visit the library? 

What sort of thing do you think young males need to know about now? 
What sort of things do you talk to teach your son about? 

Is there anything else you would like to ask or to tell me? 

Thankyou vel)' much for participating in this talk. I hope we will meet 
again. Thankyou and good luck. 



Appendix 6 

This list of questions formed the basis of semi-structured interviews with 16+ 
lads at a training establishment. 



Ed D Interviews -BMBC Training - Sept 2002 

Welcome to this session of conversations about your life and 
the way you learn. 

Are you comfortable? Is there anything you would like to 
change? 

F or the record would you tell me your name, age and which 
community you live in. 

What does your father do for a living? 
Which school did you attend? 
What qualifications did you gain? 

What have been the barriers to your learning? 
Do you have any hobbies or pastimes? 
How important is learning to you? 

What sort of things do young males need to know more about? 
What did you learn at school? 
Which sort of learning environment do you prefer (School or 
here) and 
Why? 

What makes you want to learn? 
Is there anything else you would like to ask or to tell me? 

Thankyou for participating in this talk. I hope we will meet 
again. Thankyou and good luck. 



Appendix 7 

This letter was sent to all lads who participated in first interviews and 
promised to attend second round interviews 



Name 
Address 
Address 
Barnsley 

Phillip A Lofts - Cert. C&Y; Cert. Ed.; M.Ed.; Memb. BERA 

Educational Researcher 
PO Box 349 

Barnsley 
S751XU 

e-mail -sheffunivrcs(uiyahoo.com 

South Yorkshire 

5 Dec 01 

Name 
Thankyou for accepting my invitation to take part in a research interview, as 
outlined in my recent letter. For the next round of interviews I propose to use a 
room at Barnsley Town Hall, in the early evening. The dark early nights make it 
more convenient for you to access a venue in town, rather than resource centres 
on estates. I trust you will agree this option will be better. 

Please tick the box below to indicate when you choose to attend the interview. I 
will meet you in the Town Hall reception area at that time. The interview will last 
about 45 minutes. You will receive expenses at the interview. 

Tear off the slip along the dotted line and return in the pre-paid envelope. 

Thankyou for your continued co-operation. 

Phil Lofts 

-----------T E-A R-- -A-L-O-N G----D O-TT-E D--- L-I N-E------------------

Please indicate your preferred interview time by Ticking the appropriate box. 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
18 Decal 19 Decal 20 Dec 01 21 Dec 01 22 Dec 01 
4p.m. 4p.m. 4p.m. 4p.m. 10a.m. 

5p.m. 5p.m. 5p.m. 5p.m. lla.m. 

6p.m. 6p.m. 6p.m. 6p.m. 

British Educational Research Association No. 3526 



Appendix 8 

This letter was used to thank the participants and to send the agreed 
expenses. 

L-__________________________________________________ __ 



Phillip A Lofts - Cert. C&Y; Cert. Ed.; M.Ed.; Memb. SERA 

Educational Researcher 

Name 
Address 
Address 
Address 
Bamsley 
Post code 

26 Sept 02 

Dear Adam 

PO Box 349 
Barnsley 
S751XU 

e-mail -shetTunivres@yahoo.com 

Thankyou for your recent kind involvement in interviews I carried out at Barnsley 
Met Training. This will be very useful in my research towards forming a picture of 
how males in Bamsley learn. I am sure it will also help us to improve education for 
males in the future. 

Thank you for your participation. Unless you object I will retain your name on my 
files for the duration of the research project, then the file will be destroyed. 

Sincerely 

Phillip A lofts 

Encl. £10 

British Educational Research Association No. 3526 



Appendix 9 

This flyer was used in poster size in public buildings e.g. library, cafes, etc. It 
was hoped to attract fathers and through them their sons for interview. It was 
totally unsuccessful in attracting any responses. The strategy then changed 
to the more successful one of contacting sons first. 



Are you a father? 
Or a young male at school in Barnsley? 

A researcher needs to talk to fathers and sons 
with experience of education in Barnsley. 

Nominal expenses paid. 

If you can spare a couple of hours to talk 
in strict confidence about your educational experience, 

please reply to:-

P.O. Box 349 
Barnsley 
S75lXU 

Or Email- sheffunivres@yahoo.co.uk 
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